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PREFACE. 


A  JUST  liberty  of  thinking  (which  on  the  one  hand  is  not  governed 

by  old  and  popular  prejudices,  nor  on  the  other  hand  led  aside  by 

the  affectation  of  novelty  and  a  desire  of  thinking  out  of  the  common 

^'  way,)  which  hath  nothing  but  truth  in  view,  and  the  serving  the 

^  cause  of  real  goodness  and  righteousness,  is  certainly  one  of  the 

•  noblest  things  in  the  world.  To  be  a  freethinker  in  this,  which  is 
^  the  most  proper  sense  of  the  word,  must  be  owned  to  be  an 
^  honourable  and  amiable  character.  This  the  enemies  of  our  holy 
/A           religion  are  sensible  of,  and  therefore  they  have  done  themselves  the 

•  honour  to  assume  this  character  as  if  it  were  their  sole  privilege, 
^  and  a  distinction  that  sets  them  above  the  rest  of  mankind,     ifut 

•  as  no  man  is  a  freethinker  or  a  good  reasoner,  merely  for  calling 
himself  so,  the  justness  of  their  pretensions  to  that  character  must 
be  examined  by  other  things  than  their  own  confident  boastings. 
If  these  gentlemen  were  really  what  they  pretend  to  be,  the  sincere 
lovers  and  friends  of  truth,  and  of  a  just  liberty  of  thinking,  this 
would  appear  by  their  fair  and  4i^enuous  way  of  treating  the  argu- 
ment they  have  undertaken.  Wel^l^uld  be  able  to  trace  in  their 
conduct  and  in  their  writing  the  ^ir'st&d  beautiful  lines  of  candour 
and  sincerity,  an  impartial  love  of  truth,  and  ap  openness  of  mind 
to  conviction  and  evidence,  a  modesty  of  8entiment,.and  a  calm  and 
serious  temper  of  mind  becoming  the  importance  of  the  inquiiy. 
But  I  shall  hardly  be  thought  severe,  if  I  say,  that  he  that  would 
look  for  any  thing  of  this  kind  in  the  writings  of  those  that  have 
lately  appeared  amongst  us  in  the  cause  of  infidelity,  would  find 
himself  very  much  disappointed.  Bold  and  confident  assertions  he 
will  everywhere  meet  with,  many  things  that  discover  high  conceit 
of  their  own  sagacity  and  penetration,  and  a  contempt  of  others 
that  do  not  think*  in  their  way ;  a  willingness  to  use  any  arts  of 
misrepresentation  to  serve  their  cause ;  and  a  strong  desire  to  give 
an  odious  or  a  ludicrous  turn  to  every  thing  where  revelation  is 
concerned ;  and  all  covered  over  with  a  pretended  regard  (though 
it  must  be  owned  the  disguise  is  generally  very  thin)  for  that 
religion  they  are  using  their  repeated  endeavours  to  subvert  and  to 
destroy. 

But  amongst  them  all  there  is  scarce  any  who  hath  rendered 
himself  more  remarkable  this  way  than  one  that  hath  lately  ap- 
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peared  under  the  character  of  the  *  Moral  Philosopher,'  though,  if 
there  be  any  morality  in  writing,  I  never  knew  any  that  had  a  less 
just  pretension  to  this  character.  I  would  be  one  of  the  last  to 
charge  any  man  with  a  want  of  honesty  and  sincerity ;  but  there 
are  many  thin^  in  his  book  that  look  like  a  wilful  jperversion  and 
misrepresentation  of  facts  as  well  as  argumenls ;  and  sometimes  so 
circumstanced,  that  it  is  scarce  possible  for  the  most  extensive 
charity  to  suppose  that  it  was  owing  to  mere  ignorance.  Perhaps 
the  author  himself  would  not  be  willing  to  accept  of  this  apology. 
I  cannot  help  looking  upon  it  as  an  honour  to  Christianity,  that  its 
adversaries  nnd  themselves  obliged  to  take  such  methods  as  these, 
in  order  to  carry  on  their  designs  against  it.  Does  not  this  argue  a 
secret  consciousness  that  they  can  never  prevail  by  a  fair  attack 
upon  the  Scriptures  ?  For  surely  he  must  be  either  very  wicked  or 
very  foolish  that  would  have  recourse  to  such  base  arts  as  these  to 
serve  his  cause,  if  he  thought  his  end  could  be  answered  without 
it,  and  that  fair  and  iust  reasoning  and  an  equal  candid  manage- 
ment would  do  as  well. 

This  author  pretends  to  go  farther  in  his  concessions,  than  some 
of  his  brethren  and  fellow-labourers  in  the  same  cause.  He  ac- 
knowledgeth  the  great  usefulness  of  revelation,  in  aid  of  human 
reason  in  the  present  corrupt  state  of  mankind ;  and  seems  to  find 
fault  with  those  who  maintain,  that  *  under  the  present  pravity 
and  corruption  of  mankind,  the  religion  of  nature  is  written  with 
sufficient  strength  and  clearness  upon  every  man's  heart  ;^  and  who 
therefore  are  not  so  tliankful  as  they  ought  to  be  *  for  Uie  light  of 
the  gospel/  p.  145.  And  though  he  openly  and  avowedly  rejects 
the  Ola  Testament,  and  plainly  declares  that  he  will  have  *  nothing 
to  do  with  it  in  religion  ;'  yet  if  we  were  to  judge  of  his  sentiments 
by  several  passages  in  his  book  separately  considered,  one  would 
be  apt  to  think  that  he  entertained  very  favourable  thoughts  of 
Christianity.  It  were  easy  to  fill  several  pages  with  direct  and 
formal  passages,  where  he  speaks  honourably  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  religion  he  hath  introduced,  as  having  brought  clearer  disco- 
veries of  our  duty,  and  enforced  it  by  stronger  motives,  and  pro- 
vided more  effectual  aids,  than  ever  was  done  before  And  he 
expressly  declares  himself  to  be  a  'Christian  upon  the  foot  of  the 
New  Testament,*  p.  362.  But  if  we  compare  these  with  other 
passages  in  his  book,  we  shall  find  reason  to  think  that  all  his 
pretended  regard  for  Christianity,  and  the  religion  of  Jesus  is  only 
the  better  to  carry  on  his  design  of  subverting  it.  At  the  same 
time  that  he  affects  to  speak  with  great  respect  of  Jesus  Christ,  he 
insinuates  several  base  reflections  upon  his  conduct  and  character ; 
and  justifies  those  that  put  him  to  death  as  acting  like  good  pa- 
triots, who  were  under  a  necessity  of  doing  what  th^  did  out  of  a 
regard  to  the  welfare  and  safety  of  their  country.  Tnough  he  pre- 
tends to  acknowledge  the  usefulness  of  divine  revelation,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  revelation  brought  by  Jesus  Christ  in  the  present 
corrupt  state  of  mankind,  he  leaves  us  no  way  of  knowing  when  a 
divine  revelation  is  really  given ;  and  particularly  endeavours  to 
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destroy  the  proof  on  which  the  authority  of  Christ's  divine  mission, 
and  of  the  Christian  revelation  is  established,  drawn  from  miracles, 
prophecy,  and  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  yea, 
lie  absolutely  denies  them  to  be  any  proofs  at  all.  Though  he 
sometimes  talks  of  the  great  benefit  of  the  light  of  the  gospel,  yet 
he  will  not  allow  that  any  one  thing  was  discovered  by  tiiat  reve- 
lation but  what  was  known  as  well  before,  except  *  salvation  by 
Jesus  Christ  as  the  Jewish  Messiah,'  that  is,  as  he  explains  it,  the 
national  deliver  of  the  Jews,  and  the  restorer  of  the  kingdom  to 
Israel  in  a  temporal  political  sense.  This  very  thins  whicn  he  all 
along  explodes  as  false  and  absurd,  he  represents  as  the  only  proper 
article  of  the  Christian  faith,'*  and  as  the  whole  of  that  gospel 
which  was  preached  by  all  the  apostles,  except  St  Paul,  who  he 
pretends  preached  a  different  gospel  from  the  rest  He  professeth 
to  be  a  Christian  on  the  foot  of  the  New  Testament,  and  yet  be 
represents  it  as  *  leaning  strongly  towards  Judaism,'  ana  as  a 
jumble  of  inconsistent  religions,  and  not  at  all  to  be  depended  on 
for  a  just  account  either  of  doctrines  or  facts.  And  what  plainly 
discovereth  his  determined  malice  against  the  New  Testament,  is, 
that  he  pretends  the  canon,  as  we  now  have  it,  was  '  corrected, 
revised,  and  published  by  the  Jews,  who  altered  it  according  to 
their  own  prejudices  and  false  opinions;  even  by  those  very  Jews 
who  soon  after,  upon  being  disappointed  in  Jesus,  set  up  Barchocab 
for  their  Messiah,'  pp.  440,  441.  Finally  after  all  the  compliments 
he  pays  to  revelation  in  general,  and  to  the  Christian  revelation  in 
particular,  as  of  great  use  in  the  present  corrupt  and  degenerate 
state  of  mankind,  and  notwithstanding  his  acknowledgment  that 
the  religion  of  nature  is  not  written  with  sufficient  strength  and 
clearness  upon  every  man's  heart,  yet  when  he  comes  to  describe 
tlie  true  religion,  or  moral  philosopny,  as  he  calls  it  in  the  latter 
end  of  his  boK)k,  and  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  obtained,  he 
doth  not  send  men  to  the  gospel  for  instruction,  but  sends  every 
man  to  the  light  of  nature  in  his  own  breast,  to  '  the  heaven,  to  the 
earth,  and  especially  to  the  brute  creatures,  to  learn,  reason,  virtue, 
and  religion.'  Where  he  seems  to  put  a  special  note  upon  the  brute 
creatures  as  much  more  proper  instructors  than  books  of  historical 
religion,  which  is  the  title  he  usually  thinks  fit  to  bestow  upon  the 
Hofy  Scriptures,  see  pp.  418 — 430. 

Tnis  may  give  the  reader  some  notion  of  this  writer's  candour 
and  sincerity,  and  what  we  are  to  think  of  his  pretended  re^rd  for 
Christianity,  which  in  effect  amounts  to  this :  that  the  Chnstianity 
revealed  in  the  writings  of  the  New  Testament  is  Jewish  Christi- 
anity, that  is,  Christianity  corrupted  and  adulterated  with  Judaism, 
which  according  to  him  is  the  worst  religion  in  the  world.  But 
the  true  and  genuine  Christianity  is  Christian  Deism,  to  be  learned 
not  from  the  writings  of  the  New  Testament,  but  from  the  volume 
of  nature,  from  every  man's  own  breast,  from  the  heavens,  the 
earth,  and  ^  especially  the  brute  creatures,'  the  genuine  uncorrupted 

♦  See  p.  349. 
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instructors  in  our  author's  Chiistianity.  So  thai  the  gentlemen 
that  assume  to  themselves  the  title  of  Deists,  seem  resolved  that 
for  the  future  they  only  shall  be  called  the  true  Christians  too. 
Those  that  look  upon  the  New  Testament  to  be  divinely  inspired, 
and  receive  it  as  the  rule  of  their  ftiith,  and  take  their  religion  from 
thence,  must  be  called  Christian  Jews,  who  only  put  a  strange 
mixture  of  inconsistent  reli^ons  upon  the  worki  for  Christianity  t 
whereas  these  Christian  Deists  teach  it  in  its  purity,  and  in  order 
to  pn^fMigate  pure  uncorrupted  Christianity  they  do  their  utmost 
to  discard  the  writings  of  the  New  Testament,  that  is»  the  writ- 
ings that  give  us  an  account  of  the  doctrines  taught  by  Christ  and 
his  apostles.  But  since  these  gentlemen  will  not  allow  us  the 
honourable  title  of  Christians,  it  is  but  fedr  that  they  should  leave 
us  that  of  Free-thinkers^  to.  which  I  really  think  the  advocates  for 
the  gospel  revelati<Hi  have  a  much  juster  pretension  than  they* 
But  they  seem  to  be  too  fond  of  this  title  to  part  with  it  All  the 
religion  this  writer  seems  willing  to  allow  us  is  only  an  historical, 
political,  clerical^  mechanical  iaith  and  religion,  which  are  terms 
of  art  he  often  makes  ase  of  to  describe  revealed  religion ;  whilst 
he  appropriates  real  reUgion»  and  ^  moral  truth  and  righteousness/ 
to  himself,  and  those  of  his  own  faction. 

Thus,  whatever  the  rest  of  the  world  think  of  these  gentlemen, 
they  are  resolved  to  think  very  well  of  themselves.  If  others  will 
but  take  their  words  for  it,  they  must  pass  ibr  the  only  free-thinkers, 
the  only  moral  philosophers,  and  the  only  men  of  sense ;  for  he  lets 
us  know,  that  tnere  is  not '  a  man  of  sense  in  England'  that  goes  to 
church  for  any  other  reason  but  for  fear  of  the  imputation  of  athe- 
ism, that  the  clergy  would  otherwise  lay  upon  him,  p.  115.  They 
are  the  men,  and  wisdom  must  die  with  them ;  the  only  men  of  resM 
religion,  and  friends  of  moral  truth  and  righteousness ;  and  finally, 
in  their  own  opinion,  the  only  true  Christians.  It  will  be  easily 
allowed,  that  their  pretensions  to  all  these  characters  are  alike  just 
and  well-founded. 

But  besides  all  this,  they  seem  to  set  up  for  a  kind  of  in&lUbility 
too.  This  writer  talks  of  his  moral  philosopher's  having  his  *  under^ 
standing  irradiated  with  the  beams  of  immutable  eternal  reason,' 
which  he  calls  an  '  infallible  light  from  heaven  to  teach  and  inform 
us  how  to  act.'  He  represents  him  as  ^  receiving  inteUi^nce  and 
information  from  eternal  wisdom,  and  hearing  the  clear  mtelligible 
voice  of  his  Maker  and  Former,  speaking  to  bis  silent  undisturbed 
attentiye  reason  ;'  whereas  others  that  seek  for  information  in  reli- 
gion from  books  ^  meet  with  nothing  but  confusion  and  distraction, 
a  Babel  of  faith  and  religion.'  He^sftea  talks  as  if  he  and  those  of 
his  way,  who  pretend  wholly  to  govesa  themselves  by  the  principles 
of  moral  truth  and  righteousness,  had  an  infallible  criterion  of  divine 
truth,  by  which  they  were  secured  from  error,  and'  in  which  men 
cannot  be  mistaken.  He  represents  the  principles  of  the  religion  of 
nature  as  what  all  men  must  agree  in,  whereas  they  ture  for  ever 
divided  in  points  of  mere  revelation,  p.  94.  But  how  comes  it  then, 
that  this  writer,  in  this  very  book,  thinks  himself  obli^  to  argue 
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against  &wm  of  his  brethren^  who  be  tellB  ub  would  be  thought  to  be 
'  great  philosophers  aod  very  wise  men/  who  yet  deuy  mau's  &ee* 
agency,  the  obltgaliong  of  the  duty  of  prayer,  and  God's  contiaual 
and  immediate  agency  and  influence  in  the  goremment  of  the 
world  ?  I  suppose  he  will  hardly  pretend  that  these  are  uncertain 
and  of  no  importance^  because  men,  and  those  too  that  profess  to  be 
impartial  iaquirers,  are  divided  about  tbeni^  For  he  tells  us^  that 
these  things  are  c^  '  infinitie  eoneequence  to  mankind ;'  and  yet  in 
several  parts  of  bis  book  he  raises  a  mighty  stir  ab(mt  the  differences 
among  Christians,  with  relation  to  tM  articles  of  dieir  faith,  aa  if 
this  were  a  demonstration  that  these  doctrines  are  uncertain  and 
obscure,  and  of  no  use  to  mankind.  An  argument  that  may  be 
turned  with  e^ual  force  against  natural  religion,  and  against  the 
common  principles  of  sense  and  reason. 

He  expresses  his  apprehension,  that  this  performaoMce  of  his 
would  raise  up  all  the  clergy  of  the  nation ;  that  *  the  silversmiths 
would  be  all  in  an  uproar ;  the  jndaising  clergy  would  be  in  arms ; 
and  many  large  elanorate  volumes  wouSd  be  written,  and  a  thou- 
sand sermons  preached  against  his  book.'  He  also  foretels,  that 
they  would  '  clearly  and  triumphantly  confute  all  that  he  had  said, 
without  so  much  as  anawering  any  one  objection,'  see  ppu  11,  367, 
358.  All  that  can  be  concli^ed  from  this  is»  that  he  lo(du9  upon 
himself  to  be  a  writer  of  very  great  importance^  But  I  do  not  nnd 
there  has  been  so  general  an  alarm,  or  that  his  attack  against  re- 
vealed religion  has  been  iudged  so  very  formidable  as  he  seems,  to 
apprehend.  Perhaps  to  have  taken  no  notice  of  him  at  all  would 
have  been  a  greater  mortification  to  this  writer  than  the  best  answer 
that  could  be  published  against  him.  And  yet,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  not  unUkely  that  in  the  opinion  he  seema  to  have  fomuad  of  his 
own  sufficiency,  he  miffht  be  ready  to  flattec  himself  that  if  the 
friends  of  revelation  did  not  answer  him,  it  was  because  they  could 
not  do  it.  Indeed  {  should  think  it  of  very  little  consequence  to  the 
world  what  he  thought  of  this  matter ;  but  possibly  the  suffering, 
such  an  insolent  attack  upon  revealed  reUg^on  to  pass  unre^rded 
miglit  be  of  disadvantage  in  an  age  already  too  much  inclined  to 
infidelity.  This  writer's  smart  and  confident  way  of  saying  thingiEb 
and  the  high  pretences  he  every  where  makes  to  reason  and  demon- 
stration, may  oe  apt  to  impose  upon  some  that  will  not  give  them- 
selves the  trouble  of  a  very  close  examination.  And  the  olyections 
he  has  raised  give  occasion  to  the  clearii;^  some  difficulties,  and  to 
the  setting  some  things  in  a  proper  light,  that  they  may  be  of  ser- 
vice to  those  who^  though  they  are  not  without  their  doubts,  are 
willing  to  be  informed.  I  thought  therefore  it  might  be  of  use  to 
enter  upon  a  strict  examination  of  this  philosop&r;  in  which  I 
have  not  willingly  concealed  the  strength  of  any  objection  he  has 
advanced,  and  perhaps  have  considered  several  things  he  offers^ 
more  fully  and  particularly  than  some  will    iudge  n^ful. 

This  work  is  entirely  confined  to  the  objeciions  he  urgeth 
against  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  and  therefore  no  notice  is 
taken  of  the  account  he  pretends  to  give  of   the    sentiments  . 
and   practice    of  the   primitive   Christians,    though.  *'^^^GfUJ^le 
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furnish  us  with  farther  proofs  of  the  injustice  and  dtsin- 
genuity  of  this  writer.  Nor  have  I  meddled  with  his  invectives 
against  the  '  clergy,  the  priests,  the  theologasters,  the  system- 
mongers,  the  faith-mon|er8/  8cc.  These  are  things  so  much  to  be 
expected  from  writers  oi  this  kind,  that  they  only  pass  for  words  of 
course.  He  acknowledgeth  indeed  that  many  ^  ecclesiastics  of  the 
several  denominations  are  wise  and  reasonable  men ;'  but  I  believe 
they  will  scarce  feel  themselves  obliged  to  him  for  his  compliment, 
since  he  insinuates  at  the  same  time  that  they  are  in  his  own  way 
of  thinking.  But  as  for  those  that  stand  up  for  *  positive,  insti- 
tuted, revealed,  and  political  religion,  or  the  religion  of  the 
hierarchy,'  for  all  these  are  in  his  language  the  same  thing,  he 
plainly  lets  us  know  that  it  'is  not  his  design  to  distinguish 
oetween  one  sort  of  clergy  and  another,  because  in  this  case  they 
are  scarce  distinguishable,'  p.  94. 

I  have  endeavoured  in  the  following  answer  to  dispose  his  ob«* 
jections  into  some  order,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more  confused 
and  irregular  as  they  lie  in  his  book.  I  first  consider  what  he 
offereth  concerning  the  proofs  of  divine  revelation  in  general ;  and 
then  Droceed  to  examine  the  objections  he  hath  advanced  against 
the  Old  Testament  or  the  law  of  Moses  and  the  prophets,  with 
regard  to  which  he  acteth  an  open  undisguised  part,  and  nowhere 
concealeth  his  malice.  In  the  last  place  the  authority  of  the  New 
Testament,  and  the  doctrine  and  character  of  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  apostles,  is  asserted  and  vindicated,  and  his  pretended 
account  of  the  Jewish  Christianity  detected.  The  summary  of  the 
several  chapters  which  followeth  this  preface  will  ^ve  the  reader  a 
fuller  view  of  the  design  and  method  of  this  work ;  in  which  several 
things  are  considered  more  fully  than  would  have  been  necessary, 
if  I  had  nothing  in  view  but  precisely  to  answer  the  book  before 
me.  As  I  have  once  before  engaged  in  a  work  of  this  nature,  I 
sometimes  he^  leave  to  refer  to  it  that  I  may  not  be  guilty  of 
needless  repetitions. 

Our  author  declares  in  his  preface  that  he  had  no  other  design 
in  view  than  to  *  serve  the  cause  of  virtue  and  true  religion.*  How 
far  the  methods  he  makes  use  of  are  consistent  with  such  a  design, 
tiie  impartial  reader  will  determine.  I  can  sincerely  profess  that  the 
reason  of  my  undertaking  this  work  is  because  I  am  firmly  per- 
suaded that  the  cause  of  Christianity  is  the  cause  of  Ood,  of 
religious  truth  and  virtue :  that  to  assert  the  authority  of  the 
Scnptures  is  one  of  the  best  services  that  can  be  done  to  mankind, 
and  even  to  the  interests  of  natural  religion,  the  main  principles  of 
which  are  there  most  clearly  explained,  most  strongly  established, 
and  most  powerfully  enforced :  that  if  the  Christian  revelation  were 
once  discarded,  the  strongest  restraints  to  vice  and  wickedness 
would  be  removed,  and  tne  most  effectual  motives  to  the  practice 
of  virtue  and  the  purest  morals,  together  with  those  glorious  and 
divine  hopes  which  are  the  chief  support  and  joy  of  a  good  man^s 
life,  would  be  subverted,  or  in  a  ^eat  degree  weakened :  that  to 
take  the  Scriptures  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people  would  be  to  give 
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them  up  to  all  manner  of  wickedness,  imorance,  superstition,  and 
false  worship,  and  to  leave  them  exposed  to  be  practised  upon  by 
artful  and  designing  men,  against  all  which  a  thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  a  firm  adherence  to  them  as  the  great 
rule  of  faith  and  practice,  is  the  most  efiectual  preservative. 

I  can  scarce  form  to  myself  an  idea  of  a  revelation  whose  doc- 
trines and  precepts  have  a  more  manifest  tendency  to  promote  the 
honour  of  Uod  and  the  good  of  mankind,  or  that  is  more  remote 
fW>m  the  views  of  worldly  ambition,  avarice^  and  sensuality  ;  in  a 
word,  that  carries  in  it  greater  internal  characters  of  gooklness  and 
purity,  or  is  attended  with  more  illustrious  external  attestations  of 
a  divme  original.  Nor  are  the  difficulties  that  attend  it  greater  than 
may  well  be  expected,  supposing  a  revelation  really  given  to  man- 
kind. Several  of  these  difficulties  are  obviated  in  the  following 
book,  and  if  what  is  here  offered  may  be  of  service  to  the  interests 
of  real  religion  and  important  truth,  I  shall  not  repent  the  pains  I 
have  been  at  under  much  bodily  weakness  to  serve  so  glofious 
a  cause. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


The  Moral  Philosopher's  concesnonscancemiiig  the  nsefiilness  of  Dirine  Revelation  in 
the  present  cormpt  state  of  maoldnd.  He  leares  no  way  of  knowing  when  such  a  Re- 
velation is  really  given.  His  pretence  that  moral  troth  and  fitness,  as  appearing  to  our 
understandings,  is  the  only  proof  or  evidence  of  divine  Truth,  or  of  anv  doctrine  as 
coming  from  God,  examined.  That  not  only  the  persons  to  whom  the  Kevelation  is 
originally  and  immediately  made,  but  others  also,  may  have  a  sufficient  assurance  of 
its  being  a  revelation  from  God,  so  as  to  make  it  reasonable  for  them  to  receive  it  as 
of  divine  authority.  And  particularly  that  miracles  may  be  so  circumstanced  as 
to  furnish  a  sufficient  proof  of  a  person's  divine  mission,  snd  of  the  divine  original 
and  authority  of  doctrines  and  laws  attested  and  confirmed  by  those  miracles.  The 
Author's  exceptions  against  this  considered.  And  what  he  offers  to  show  that  a 
Divine  Revelation  cannot  be  conreyed  to  us  by  human  testimony,  so  as  to  be  a 
matter  of  divine  fidtb,  examined. 

The  Moral  Philosopher,  in  several  parts  of  his  book,  speaks  of 
Revelation  with  respect  He  nowhere  expressly  denies  either  tlie 
possibility  or  usefulness  of  Divine  Revelation  in  general.  On  the 
contrary,  he  seems  plainly  to  assert  that  it  may  be  of  great  use  in 
aid  of  human  reason  in  the  present  corrupt  state  of  mankind.  What 
'  he  ofiereth  to  this  purpose,  pp.  143 — 145,  is  very  strong  and  ex- 
press. He  there  acknowledgeth  that  at  the  Ume  of  Christ's  coming 
into  the  world,  mankind  in  general  were  in  *  a  state  of  gross  igno- 
rance and  darkness,'  with  respect  to  '  the  true  knowledge  of  God 
and  of  themselves,  and  of  all  those  moral  revelations  and  obligations 
we  stand  in  to  the  Supreme  Being,  and  to  one  another.'  That  they 
were  under  '  great  uncertainty  concerning  a  future  state,'  and  the 
'  concern  of  divine  providence  in  the  government  of  the  world,'  and 
at  the  same  time  were  filled  '  with  a  proud  and  vain  conceit  of  their 
own  natural  abilities  and  self-sufficiency.'  That  *  our  Saviour's 
doctrines  on  these  heads,'  though  they  *  appeared  to  be  the  true  and 
genuine  principles  of  nature  and  reason,  wnen  he  had  set  thera  in  a 
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proper  lights  yet  were  such  as  the  people  had  never  heard  or  thought 
of  before/  and   '  never  would  have  known  without  such  an  in- 
structor, and  such  means  and  opportunities  of  knowledge ;'  and 
that  it  doth  not  follow,  that  because  these  are  '  natural  truths  and 
moral  obligations/  that  therefore  *  there  could  be  no  need  of  Re- 
velation to  discover  them :'  as  the  books  of  Euclid  and  Newton's 
Principia '  contain  natural  truths,  and  such  as  are  necessarily  founded 
in  the  reason  of  things/  and  yet '  none  but  a  fool  or  a  madman  would 
say  that  he  could  have  informed  himself  in  these  matters  as  well 
without  them.'    He  speaks  of  our  *  natural  weakness  and  inabilitv/ 
and  represents  those  as  '  conceited  of  themselves/  who  talk  of  '  tne 
strength  of  human  reason  in  matters  of  religion'  in  the  present 
state  of  mankind.    He  saith  that  they  '  who  would  judge  uprightly 
of  the  strength  of  human  reason  in  matters  of  morality  and  religion, 
under  the  present  corrupt  and  degenerate  state  of  mankind,  ought 
to  take  their  estimate  from  those  parts  of  the  world  which  never 
had  the  benefit  of  Revelation ;  and  this,  perhaps,  might  make  them 
less  conceited  of  themselves,  and  more  thankful  to  God  for  the 
light  of  the  Gospel/    He  asks,  '  if  the  reU^on  of  nature,  under  the 
present  pravitv  and  corruption  of  mankind,  was  written  with  suf- 
ficient strength  and  clearness  upon  every  man's  heart,  why  might 
not  a  Chinese  or  an  Indian  draw  up  as  good  a  system  of  natural 
religion  as  a  Christian,  and  why  have  we  never  met  with  any  such?' 
and  he  adds,  that  let  *  us  take  Confucius,  Zoroaster,  Plato,  Socrates, 
or  the  greatest  moralist  that  ever  lived  without  the  light  of  Reve- 
lation, and  it  will  appear  that  their  best  systems  of  morality  were 
intermixed  and  blended  with  much  superstition,  and  so  many 
gross  absurdities  as  quite  eluded  and  defeated  the  main  design  of 
Uiem.' 

All  this  seems  fairly  to  mnt  the  need  there  is  of  a  divine  reve- 
lation, and  its  great  usefulness  and  expediency,  in  the  present 
corrupt  state  of  mankind,  to  instruct  them  in  things  of  considerable 
importance,  and  to  give  them  more  clear  and  certain  knowledge  in 
matters  of  reli^on  and  morality,  than  thev  could  have  by  the  mere 
strength  of  their  own  reason  without  it.  One  would  be  apt  to  think 
that  such  an  acknowledgment  could  only  be  made  with  a  friendly 
design  to  establish  the  authority  of  Divine  Revelation,  and  to  pre- 
pare men's  minds  for  a  more  favourable  reception  of  it.  But  this 
does  not  appear  to  be  the  author's  real  ana  prevailing  intention. 
Whibt  he  seems  to  make  such  fair  concessions,  he  finds  another 
way  to  make  that  revelation,  the  usefulness  of  which  he  would  be 
thought  to  acknowledge,  to  be  really  of  little  or  no  use  or  authority 
at  all.  For  he  in  effect  leaves  us  no  way  of  knowing  or  being  as- 
sured when  such  a  Revelation  is  really  given.  And  it  is  the  same 
thing  with  respect  to  the  use  it  may  be  of  to  mankind  to  say, '  that 
no  Revelation  was  ever  given,  or  that  it  is  entirely  needless,'  and 
to  say,  *  that  if  it  be  given,  we  can  have  no  way  of  knowing  with 
sufficient  certainty  that  it  is  given,  so  as  to  make  it  reasonable  for 
us  to  depend  upon  its  authority. 

He  maintains,  that  *  whatever  certainty  God  may  convey  to  a 
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man's  mind  by  inspiration  or  immediate  revelation,  the  knowledge 
of  such  truth  can  go  no  farther  upon  divine  authority,  or  as  a 
matter  of  divine  faitn,  than  to  the  person  or  persons  thus  inspired, 
or  to  whom  the  original  revelation  is  made;  and  whoever  after- 
wards receives  it  from  them  must  take  it  upon  their  sole  credit  and 
authority,  and  not  upon  a  divine  testimony,  or  the  authority  of 
God  ;  in  which  case  he  believes  in  them,  and  not  in  GkKl,  unless 
God  should  in  like  manner  reveal  to  him  that  he  had  made  such  a 
prior  revelation  to  them,  and  then  the  proof  of  their  revelation 
would  be  needless  to  him,'  p.  82.  He  expressly  asserts,  that  '  the 
certainty  any  man  may  have  concerning  any  truth  by  immediate 
revelation  from  Grod  is  not  naturally  communicable.  For  he  conld 
not  convince  any  other  man  not  thus  inspired,  that  he  had  any 
such  revelation  from  God.  If  God  speaks  to  me  immediately  and 
directly,  I  believe  him  upon  his  own  authority  without  any  human 
interposition ;  but  if  a  man  speaks  to  me  as  from  God,  I  must  take 
his  own  word  for  it,  unless  ne  could  prove  to  me  the  natural  rea- 
sonableness or  fitness  of  the  thing ;  and  '  then  I  should  take  it 
indeed  as  coming  from  God,  but  not  upon  any  human  authority  at 
all.  In  a  word,  there  can  be  no  sucn  thing  as  divine  faith  upon 
human  testimony ;  and  this  absurd  supposition  has  been  the  ground 
of  all  the  superstition  and  fake  religion  in  the  world,'  pp.  83,  84. 
And  the  whole  truth  of  the  matter  he  thinks,  in  short,  is  this, — 
*  There  is  one,  and  but  one  certain  and  infallible  mark  or  criterion 
of  divine  truth,  or  of  any  doctrine  as  comine  from  God,  which  we 
are  obliged  to  comply  with  as  a  matter  of  rdigion  and  conscience ; 
and  that  is  the  moral  truth,  reason,  or  fitness  of  the  thing  itself, 
whenever  it  comes  to  be  fairly  proposed  to  and  considered  by  the 
mind  or  understanding.  The  ways  of  conveying  the  doctrines  of 
reli^on  to  the  mind  of  man,  and  of  proposing  them  to  a  fair  and 
equitable  consideration,  may  be  various  and  different  They  may 
be  proposed  and  conveyed  to  the  mind  by  inspiration  or  immediate 
revelation  from  God,  by  historical  traditional  evidence,  or  by  the 
exercise  of  men's  natural  faculties,  bjr  which  those  truths  occurred 
to  the  mind  under  the  evidence  of  their  moral  reason  or  fitness :  but 
in  which  soever  of  those  ways  the  doctrines  and  truths  of  religion 
are  conveyed  and  proposed  to  the  mind,  the  ground  and  reason  of 
their  reception  ana  belief,  and  their  evidence  and  proof  as  coming 
from  God  is  still  the  same,  t.e.  the  moral  eternal  reason  and  fitness 
of  the  things  themselves,  as  appearing  to  the  understanding  upon 
a  fair  impartial  consideration  and  judgment  of  reason  ;^  see  pp.  85» 
86,  compared  with  p.  10.  Here  we  may  observe,  that  he  plainly 
puts  human  testimony  or  tradition,  and  inspiration  or  immediate 
revelation  from  God,  entirely  on  the  same  foot  in  point  of  authority : 
that  the  one  no  more  than  the  other  is  in  itself  a  reason  for  my 
believing  any  thing  that  cometh  to  me  from  another  person  in  either 
of  these  ways.  But  I  believe  it  both  in  the  one  case  and  the  other, 
merely  because  upon  an  impartial  consideration  it  appeareth  to  my 
own  reason  to  be  true  in  itself,  abstracting  entirely  from  the  au- 
thority of  him  from  whom  I  had  it  whether  God  or  man.     ^  j 
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By  this  the  reader  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  author's  pre- 
tended regard  for  revelation.  For  the  account  he  gives  of  it  comes 
plainly  to  this  :  That  we  must  not  believe  any  doctrines  to  be  true, 
because  they  are  revealed  from  God  to  any  other  sent  to  ourselves, 
but  we  must  believe  them  to  be  revealed  from  God,  because  we 
know  them  by  our  own  reason  to  be  true,  by  arguments  drawn 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing  independent  of  the  authority  of  reve- 
lation. And  if  we  thus  know  them  by  our  own  reason  to  be  true, 
we  shall  believe  them  whether  they  be  supposed  to  have  been  im- 
mediately revealed  by  God  or  not.  Which  is  in  effect  to  say,  that 
we  are  to  receive  notning  upon  the  credit  of  Divine  Revelation  at 
all/nnless  the  revelation  be  immediately  to  ourselves ;  and  that  the 
doctrines  and  laws  delivered  as  by  revelation  from  God,  are  entirely 
on  the  same  foot  of  authority  and  evidence  with  those  taught  by 
the  philosophers  and  others,  who  do  not  pretend  to  any  immediate 
revelation.  If  those  things  were  uncertain  to  our  season  before  the 
revelation  was  published,  they  are  so  still,  nor  can  the  testimony  or 
authority  of  that  revelation  give  us  any  additional  assurance  con- 
cerning them.  One,  while  he  supposes  that  in  the  present  state  of 
mankind  they  need  a  revelation  from  God  to  ascertain  them  of 
several  things  of  considerable  use  and  importance ;  and  another 
while  such  a  revelation  cannot  ascertain  them  of  those  things  at 
all ;  because,  in  jud^ng  of  those  things  brought  by  revelation,  they 
are  to  have  no  regard  to  the  authority  of  that  revelation  as  a  reason 
for  believing  them;  but  just  to  consider  them  as  they  lie  before 
their  own  reason,  and  if  they  cannot  prove  them  to  tie  true  from 
the  reason  and  nature  of  the  tning,  independently  of  that  revelation, 
they  are  not  to  believe  them  to  be  revealed  at  all. 

The  foundation  of  all  this  depends  upon  this  principle,  which  he 
frequently  repeats  in  several  parts  of  his  book, — that '  moral  truth' 
or '  righteousness'  and  *  fitness,'  is  ^  the  only  infallible  mark  or  criterion 
of  divine  truth,'  or  of  any  doctrine  as  coming  from  God.  He  re- 
duces all  the  proofs  and  evidences  of  religion  to  this  alone,  and  re- 
presents it  as  a  thing  which  ^  cannot  be  mistaken,'  p.  92.  This  is 
the  design  of  the  second  and  fifth  of  those  principles  which  he  tells 
were  agreed  upon  amon^  the  gentlemen  ot  their  club  as  true  and 
defensible  against  all  the  objections  that  could  be  urged  against 
them,  see  pp.  8,  10. 

It  is  not  easy  to  form  a  distinct  idea  of  what  this  writer  means 
by  *  moral  truth  and  righteousness,'  or  by  a  thing's  appearing  to 
the  understanding  to  be  morally  true ;  which  he  declares  to  be  the 
only  sure  evidence  and  infallible  criterion  of  divine  truth,  or  of  any 
doctrine  as  comins  from  God.  The  most  natural  meaning  of  this 
expression, '  moral  truth^  seems  to  be  this,  that  a  moral  truth  is  a 
truth  relating  to  morality,  or  a  proposition  which  truly  affirms 
something  concerning  some  moral  obligation.  So  he  seems  to  un- 
derstand it,  when  he  talks  so  often  of  the  '  doctrines  and  obli- 
gations of  moral  truth  and  righteousness.'  But  will  he  not  allow 
any  doctrine  to  belong  to  religion  that  is  not  in  this  sense  morally 
true  ?     This  would  discard  several  important  principles  even  in 
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natural  religion.  For  it  is  evident  there  are  principles  in  religion 
of  great  conseauencey  distinct  from  the  propositions  immediately 
relating  to  the  duties  or  precepts  of  it.  Tne  propositions  and  prin- 
ciples relating  to  the  being,  the  attributes,  and  the  providence  of 
God,  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  a  future  state,  are  not  in  this 
sense  moral  truths,  that  is,  they  do  not  directly  and  immediately 
affirm  any  moral  duty  or  obligation,  and  yet  I  believe  he  will 
scarce  deny  that  these  things  are  of  considerable  importance  in 
religion,  and  that  we  may  have  sufficient  evidence  of  their  being 
true. 

Or  does  he  mean  by  the  moral  truth  and  righteousness  of  doc- 
trines that  they  have  a  good  moral  tendency ;  a  tendency  to  pro- 
mote the  practice  of  morality  and  righteousness,  and  that  this 
tendency  is  the  only  evidence  of  their  truth  ?  But  neither  can  this 
be  maintained.  For  though  no  doctrine  is  to  be  admitted  into  re- 
ligion that  is  manifestly  subversive  of  morality  and  righteousness, 
yet  the  good  tendency  of  a  principle  or  doctrine  is  not  oi  itself  alone 
a  sufficient  proof  or  evidence  of  the  truth  of  that  principle  or  doc- 
trine. For  many  things  might  be  mentioned  which  would  have  a 
good  tendency  supposmg  them  to  be  true,  but  this  alone  would 
not  prove  them  true.  And  the  man  would  be  ridiculous,  that  when 
required  to  prove  or  demonstrate  the  truth  of  them,  would  only 
attempt  to  show  that  if  they  were  true  they  would  tend  to  promote 
the  practice  of  moral  goodness,  and  that  therefore  this  is  a  full  proof 
and  evidence  that  they  are  actually  true.  He  would  not  be  thought 
a  very  proper  advocate  for  the  existence  of  a  Grod  and  a  Providence, 
that  should  produce  no  other  argument  to  prove  them  than  that 
they  are  of  a  good  moral  tendency.  The  truth  of  these  principles 
must  be  proved  from  other  topics,  and  by  other  arguments,  and 
then  it  will  be  a  farther  recommendation  of  them,  and  a  great  ad- 
vantage, to  show  the  good  influence  these  principles  must  have 
upon  mankind,  and  the  practice  of  righteousness  and  virtue.  All 
the  peculiar  doctrines  of  Christianity,  where  they  are  sincerely  re- 
ceived and  entertained,  have  a  good  effect  on  morality,  and  the 
practice  of  real  holiness,  and  tend  to  strengthen  and  imnrove  good 
affections  and  dispositions  in  the  mind  ;  and  many  good  men  have 
found  it  to  be  so  m  their  own  experience ;  but  this  alone  is  not  the 
proper  evidence  of  their  truth.  This  must  be  proved  by  other  ar- 
guments, and  then  their  good  tendency  will  be  proper  to  show 
their  usefulness  and  importance. 

But  after  all  he  sometimes  talks  as  if  by  the  moral  truth  of  doc- 
trines and  principles,  he  meant  no  more  than  the  reasonableness  of 
those  doctrines,  or  the  evidence  of  the  doctrines  arising  from  the 
reason  of  the  thing.  '  The  moral  truth,  reason,  and  fitness  of 
things,'  and  the  *  moral  truth,  reasonableness,  and  fitness  of  the 
doctrines  themselves,*  are  used  by  him  as  terms  of  the  same  sig- 
nification, see  pp.  10,  86,  94.  Where  by  moral  truth  he  seems  to 
mean  that  which  he  calls  the  '  natural  reasonableness  and  fitness  - 
of  the  thing,'  and  which  he  represents  as  a  sufficient  proof  of  its 
*  coming  from  God,'  p.  84.     And  yet  he  there  also  distingimheth  , 
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between  the  ^  natural  reasons'  and  *  moral  fitnesses  of  things/ 
and  allows  each  of  these,  t.  e.  the  natural  reasonableness  and  fitness 
of  the  thing,  and  its  being  morally  true  and  fit,  to  be  a  proper  suf- 
ficient evidence  of  its  coming  from  (jod.  Where  he  plainly  seta 
up  two  criterions  of  divine  truth,  the  natural  and  moial  truth 
and  fitness  of  the  thing  itself;  and  how  this  is  consistent  with  what 
he  80  often  affirms,  that  moral  truth  and  fitness  is  the  on/y  evidence 
and  criterion  of  divine  truth,  he  would  do  well  to  explain.  Indeed, 
it  is  hard  to  fix  the  idea  of  the  word  moral  as  used  by  this  author 
and  applied  to  truth.  It  seems  only  to  be  put  in  because  it  is  a 
word  01  a  good  sound,  and  to  make  an  appearance  of  saying  some- 
thing, whiSt  in  reality,  as  he  useth  it,  it  serves  only  to  perplex  and 
confound  the  question  concerning  the  proper  evidence  or  proof  of 
doctrines  and  principles.  But  that  we  may  get  out  of  tnis  con- 
fusion, I  shall  take  it  as  if  he  had  said  that  the  reasonableness  of 
the  doctrine  itself  appearing  to  the  understanding  is  the  only  evi- 
dence of  its  bein^  a '  divine  truth/  or  of  its  '  coming  from  God.* 
And  here  ag^n  it  may  be  asked,  what  he  means  by  a  *  divine 
truth,'  or  a  truth  as  '  coining  from  God  V  Does  he  mean  a  truth 
that  came  by  immediate  revelation  from  God  ?  So  he  ought  to 
understand  it  if  he  would  speak  to  the  purpose ;  since  the  ques- 
tion, as  he  himself  seems  to  put  it,  is  concermng  the  proper  proofs 
and  evidences  of  a  divine  revelation,  or  how  we  may  know  that  a 
doctrine  is  revealed  from  God.  And  according  to  this  state  of  the 
case,  the  principle  advanced  by  our  author  is  to  be  understood  thus, 
that  a  doctrine^s  being  reasonable  in  itself,  and  appearing  to  our 
understanding  to  be  true  by  arguments  drawn  firom  the  nature  and 
reason  of  the  thing,  is  the  only  proof  of  its  coining  by  immediate 
revelation  from  God.  Whereas  in  reality  this  is  no  proof  of  its 
being  thus  revealed  at  all.  For  a  thing  may  be  very  true  and  very 
reasonable  in  itself,  and  yet  not  have  come  by  immediate  revelation 
from  God.  So  that  to  say,  that  this  is  the  only  proof  or  evidence 
of  divine  revelation,  is  to  say,  that  Uiere  can  be  no  proof  of  any 
doctrine  as  coming  by  immediate  revelation  from  God  at  all.  And 
this  seems  to  be  the  author's  intention.  But  is  it  not  very  odd  to 
see  him  assume  this  all  along  without  proving  it,  and  argue  from 
it  as  a  principle  that  cannot  be  contested,  when  it  is  the  very  point 
in  question? 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  detect  the  confusion  and  obscurity 
this  writer  attempts  to  throw  upon  the  question  relating  to  the  way 
by  which  we  may  come  to  know  that  any  thin^  is  revealed  by  God, 
I  shall  now  proceed  to  treat  this  matter  more  distinctly. 

It  is  a  principle  here  supposed  (and  which  the  author  pretendeth 
not  to  contest)  that  a  revelation  from  God  may  be  of  great  use 
in  the  present  corrupt  and  degenerate  state  of  mankind,  to  direct 
men  in  true  religion,  and  instruct  them  in  things  which  it  is  of  con- 
siderable importance  for  them  to  know.  And  this  is  what  I  have 
proved  at  large  elsewhere.*    Now  supposing  that  Gofl  should  in 

*■  See  Answer  to  *  Chriitiuiitj  as  old  m  ^e  CreatioD/  Vol.  I^^c)i«p.  ▼.  vi. 
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his  great  goodness  see  fit  to  give  an  extraordinary  revelation  for  the 
use  of  mankind,  the  most  likdy  way  of  publishing  that  revelation  for 

fenend  use  seems  to  be  this :  mat  Uod  should  first  communicate  the 
nowledge  of  his  will  by  immediate  inspiration  to  some  person  or 
persons,  and  then  appoint  or  commission  them  to  instruct  mankind, 
and  to  communicate  to  others  what  they  themselves  received ;  at 
the  same  time  furnishing  them  with  sufficient  proofs  or  creden- 
tials, to  convince  others  that  they  were  indeed  sent  of  God,  and 
that  what  they  thus  deliver  to  the  world  in  his  name,  is  not  their 
own  invention,  but  that  which  they  received  by  immediate  revelation 
from  Ood  himself.  It  was  in  this  meUiod  that  the  Christian  Reve- 
lation was  published  to  the  world,  the  usefulness  of  which  this 
writer  would  be  thought  to  acknowledge. 

There  are  two  questions  therefore  to  be  distinctly  considered. 
The  one  is,  whether  those  to  whom  the  original  revelation  is  imme- 
diately made,  may  have  a  sufficient  certainty  that  what  they  receive 
by  immediate  inspiration  is  indeed  a  revelation  firom  God:  the 
other  is,  whether  other  persons  besides  those  to  whom  the  original 
revelation  was  made,  may  have  a  sufficient  ground  of  reasonable 
assurance,  that  what  those  persons  publishedT  to  the  world  as  by 
revelation  firom  God,  is  indeed  a  revelation  from  God,  and  is  there^ 
fore  to  be  received  and  submitted  to  as  such. 

As  to  the  first  question ;  That  God  can  communicate  the  know- 
ledge of  things  by  immediate  revelation  or  inspiration  in  such  a 
manner,  that  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  a  revelation  is 
immediately  made  may  be  certain  that  it  is  indeed  a  revelation 
from  God,  cannot  reasonably  be  denied.  For  it  would  be  the  most 
unreasonable  and  the  most  presumptuous  thing  in  the  world  to  say. 
That  when  one  man  hath  a  power  of  conveying  his  thoughts  to 
another  so  as  to  make  him  sensible  that  it  is  he  and  no  other  per- 
son that  speaks  to  him,  God  himself,  the  author  of  our  natures, 
should  have  no  way  of  communicating  his  will  to  his  own  creatures, 
so  as  to  make  them  know  that  it  is  he  that  revealeth  himself  to 
them.  Nor  is  it  any  objection  against  this,  that  we  cannot  dis- 
tinctly explain  or  account  for  the  way  in  which  he  doth  it  We 
have  little  notion  of  the  way  in  which  spirits  communicate  their 
thoughts  to  one  another,  but  must  we  therefore  conclude  that  they 
have  no  way  at  all  of  doing  it,  because  we  cannot  now  comprehend 
or  explain  the  manner  of  it,  and  because  they  have  not  the  organs 
of  bodily  speech  as  we  have  ?  No  doubt  they  have  far  nobler  and 
more  perfect  ways  of  communicating  their  ideas  to  one  another,  , 
than  one  man  hath  of  conveying  his  thoughts  to  another  here  .on 
earth.  And  we  may  be  sure  that  God  hath  a  iar  nearer  access  to 
the  human  mind,  and  a  far  more  intimate  and  effectual  way  of  ope- 
rating upon  it,  or  exciting  and  impressing  ideas  there,  than  aay 
created  spirit  can  have ;  or  than  one  man  can  have  of  communicat- 
ing his  sentiments  to  another.  Therefore,  if  it  pleaseUi  him  to 
communicate  doctrines  or  laws  to  any  person  by  mimediate  reve- 
lation, he  can  do  it  in  such  a  manner,  and  with  such  an  overpow- 
ering light  and  evidence,  as  to  produce  an  absolute  certainty^in  the. 
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luiud  of  that  person,  that  those  doctrines  and  laws  are  by  revela- 
tion from  him.  Accordingly,  this  writer  himself  seems  to  acknow- 
ledge inspiration  thus  far,  though  it  cannot  well  be  reconciled  to 
other  passages  in  his  book.  As  he  makes  *  immediate  inspiration 
or  revelation  from  God/  to  be  one  way  of  communicating  the 
knowledge  of  the  doctrines  and  truths  of  religion  to  the  mind,  dis- 
tinct from  '  tradition  and  human  testimony/  and  from  the  common 
light  of  reason  in  the  *  natural  ordinary  use  of  man's  own  faculties/ 
80  he  sometimes  seems  plainly  to  grant,  that  this  may  convey  a  cer- 
tainty to  the  man  himself  that  is  thus  immediately  inspired,  though 
he  will  not  allow  that  the  knowledge  of  such  truth  can  go  any  far- 
ther upon  divine  authority,  or  as  a  matter  of  divine  faitn,  than  to 
the  person  or  persons  thus  inspired,  or  to  whom  the  original  revela- 
tion is  made,  p.  82.  And  when  he  undertakes  to  state  the  question 
concerning  the  way  in  which  we  may  know  whether  any  law  comes 
from  God ;  he  supposes  that  there  are  two  ways  in  which  there 
may  be  a  ^  rational  proof  given  of  a  command  or  law  from  God/ 
the  one  is,  '  where  God  himself  speaks  to  the  person  immediately 
and  directly/  the  other  is,  '  where  the  moral  reason  or  fitness  of 
the  thing  is  proposed  or  manifested  to  the  person  or  persons  con- 
<5erned  at  the  same  time  with  the  law  or  command/  p.  90.  And  he 
expressly  saith,  p.  84,  *  If  God  speaks  to  me  immtSiiately  and  di- 
-rectly,  1  believe  him  upon  his  own  authority.'  Where  he  both 
owns  that  God  may  speak  or  communicate  a  thing  to  the  mind 
immediately  and  directlii/,  and  that  where  he  doth  so,  what  is  thus 
revealed  is  to  be  believed  by  the  person  to  whom  it  is  immediately 
communicated,  upon  his  authority y  that  is,  because  he  reveals  it* 
He  illustrates  this  by  an  instance,  which  he  saith  *  will  come  up 
exactly  to  the  purpose.'  He  puts  the  case  of  a  mathematical  pro- 
position, being  communicated  to  one  man  by  immediate  revelation, 
to  another  man  by  its  proper  evidence,  or  by  its  being  plainly  de- 
monstrated to  him  from  the  '  natural  necessary  relation  and  con- 
nexion of  the  ideas  themselves.'  And  he  saith  that  the  one  may 
be  as  certain  of  it  as  the  other*  He  who  hath  it  ^  immediately  re- 
vealed to  him  from  God/  though  we  should  suppose  *  he  knew  no- 
thing, and  could  know  nothing  of  it  as  a  truth  necessarily  founded 
in  nature,'  yet  would  be  *  as  certain  of  it'  as  he  who  received  it 
upon  the  evidence  of  mathematical  demonstration  ;  '  because  he 
would  connect  the  certain  truth  of  the  proposition,  with  the  neces- 
sary vera:city  of  God :'  though  he  coula  not  communicate  that 
certainty  which  he  himself  bad  to  others  ;  see  pp.  82,  83.  Here 
he  seemeth  plainly  to  assert  that  the  person  to  whom  God  is  pleased 
to  make  known  a  truth  by  way  of  immediate  inspiration,  may  be 
ceftainly  assured  that  God  doth  thus  reveal  it  to  him  ;  and  that  in 
this  case,  though  he  doth  not  by  his  own  reason  apprehend  the  ne- 
^^essary  connexion  of  the  terms,  or  the  natural  fitness  of  the  thing 
itself,  he  receiveth  it  upon  the  authority  of  ^God  who  reveals  it : 
And  that  this  authority  or  revelation  from  God  afibrdeth  a  certainty 
to  the  mind  equal  to  that  arising  from  a  mathematical  demonstra- 
tion.    So  that  here  he  plainly  supposetli,  in  direct  contradiction  to 
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what  he  elsewhere  asserts,  that  the  moral  reason  and  fitness  of  the 
thing,  as  appearing  to  the  mind,  is  not  the  sok  evidence  or  criterion 
of  a  doctrine  as  coming  from  God ;  but  that  immediate  revelation 
may  be  a  just  and  certain  ground  of  a  person^s  believing  a  thing  to  . 
be  true,  and  to  come  from  God,  distmct  from  the  apprehended 
reason  and  fitness  of  the  thing  itself:  and  that  upon  the  authority 
of  that  revelation,  the  person  to  whom  the  revelation  is  originally 
and  immediately  made,  may  receive  it  as  true  and  as  coming  from 
God,  though  the  fitness  of  it  in  itself  be  not  made  evident  to  him 
b^  any  reasons  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  thing.  And  if  a 
thiug^s  being  revealed  from  God,  be  a  sufficient  ground  of  certainty 
to  the  person  himself  to  whom  the  original  revelation  is  imme- 
diately made,  distinct  from  the  proofs  brought  of  its  truth  from  the 
reason  of  the  thing,  then  it  must  be  so  to  others  too  in  proportion 
to  the  assurance  they  have  that  it  is  a  revelation  from  God.  So 
that  if  there  be  any  wa^  of  ascertaining  others,  besides  those  to 
whom  the  revelation  is  originally  and  immediately  made,  that  any 
doctrine  or  law  is  by  revelation  from  God,  they  are  obliged  to  be- 
lieve and  receive  it  on  that  account,  as  of  divine  authority,  though 
they  cannot  prove  it  to  be  necessarily  true  by  arguments  drawn 
from  the  reason  of  the  thing  independent  of  that  authority. 

This  leads  me  to  the  second  question  that  was  proposed  to  be 
considered ;  with  regard  to  whidi  I  lay  down  this  proposition : 
That  there  may  be  such  proofs  and  evidences  given  that  the  persons 
professing  doctrines  and  laws  from  God  for  the  use  of  mankind, 
were  indeed  sent  and  inspired  by  him,  and  did  receive  them  by 
revelation  from  him ;  such  proofs  and  evidences  as  make  it  reason- 
able for  those  to  whom  they  are  made  known,  to  receive  such  laws 
and  doctrines  as  of  divine  authority :  in  which  case  to  refuse  to  be- 
lieve those  doctrines,  and  to  submit  to  those  laws,  would  be  a  very 
criminal  conduct,  and  a  manifest  breach  of  the  duty  that  reasonable 
creatures  owe  to  the  Supreme  Being.  This  is  the  proper  question 
in  debate.  For  though  Uiis  writer  pretends  not  to  deny  that  the 
persons  to  whom  the  original  revelation  is  immediately  made,  may 
be  certain  that  they  themselves  received  it  by  immediate  revela- 
tion from  God  himself,  yet  he  denies  that  they  have  any  way  of 
proving  to  others  that  it  is  a  revelation  firom  God,  except  by  prov- 
ing the  reasonableness  of  the  thing  itself:  which  is  to  say,  that 
they  have  no  way  of  proving  to  others  that  it  came  by  divine  reve- 
lation at  all.  For  as  I  have  already  observed  the  reasonableness 
of  a  doctrine  or  law  will  never  prove  that  the  man  that  teacheth  that 
doctrine,  or  bringeth  that  law,  had  it  by  immediate  revelation  from 
God.  This  must  be  proved,  if  it  be  proved  at  all,  by  other  evidences. 

It  will  be  easily  granted  that  persons  being  themselves  persuaded 
that  they  have  received  any  thing  from  God  by  immediate  revela- 
tion, is  not  of  itself  a  sufficient  reason  to  others  to  engage  them  to 
receive  it  as  such ;  and  that  if  we  had  only  tbeir  own  words  for  it 
without  any  other  proof,  we  could  not  take  this  for  a  proper  evi- 
dence without  laying  ourselves  open  to  the  delusions  of  enthusiasts 
and  impostors.    The  question  then  is,  whether  abstracting  from  the 
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credit  and  testimony  of  tbe  persons  themselves  to  whom  the  ori- 
ginal revelation  is  made,  there  may  not  be  proofs  and  evidences 
g'ven  sufficient  to  convince  others  that  they  were  indeed  sent  of 
od,  and  that  what  they  publish  as  from  Uod|  and  in  his  name, 
is  indeed  a  revelation  from  him. 

Now  let  us  suppose  that  a  person  professeth  to  have  received 
doctrines  and  laws  by  revelation  from  Uod,  for  the  instruction  and 
direction  of  mankind,  and  that  accordingly  he  urgeth  men  to  beUeve 
those  doctrines,  and  submit  to  those  laws  as  of  divine  authority. 
And  let  us  suppose  that  such  person  appeareth  as  far  as  can  be 
judged  from  his  whole  conduct,  to  be  one  of  great  probitv  and  sin- 
cerity, animated  with  a  hearty  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
ffood  of  mankind :  and  also  that  the  doctrines  he  teacheth,  and  the 
laws  he  eiveth  as  from  God,  have  nothing  in  them  contrary  to  true 

!)iety  ana  virtue,  but  rather  have  a  tendency  to  promote  it.  This 
brms  a  strong  prejudice  in  his  favour,  but  doUi  not  alone  prove  that 
he  received  tnose  doctrines  and  laws  by  revelation  from  Qod  him- 
self. But  if  that  person  is  farther  enabled,  as  a  testimony  of  his 
divine  mission,  to  perform  works  of  so  wonderful  a  nature,  so  grand, 
so  glorious,  as  manifestly  and  undeniably  transcend  all  the  power 
and  skill  of  any  man  or  all  the  men  upon  earth,  and  therefore  evi- 
dently argue  a  supernatural  inter|x>sition ;  and  if  this  is  done  not 
merely  in  a  single  instance  or  two,  in  which  case  let  the  fact  be  ever 
so  extraordinary  and  above  all  the  power  of  man,  yet  it  might  be 
suspected  that  it  was  only  some  strange  thing  that  had  happened 
witnout  a  particular  view  to  the  estabhshment  of  any  doctrines  or 
laws :— I  say,  let  us  suppose  a  marvellous  concurrence  of  many  such 
amazing  and  extraordmary  acts  of  power  and  dominion,  of  such  a 
kind  as  naturally  and  almost  unavoidably  lead  us  to  consider  them 
as  proceeding  from  the  sovereign  Lord  and  Governor  of  the 
world,  and  of  mankind ;  and  that  for  a  course  of  years  together, 
all  plainly  wrought  in  attestation  and  evidence  of  that  person's  di- 
vine mission,  and  in  confirmation  of  that  scheme  of  doctrines  and 
laws  which  he  delivered  to  the  world  as  from  God,  and  without 
ever  being  controlled  or  overruled  by  any  superior  evidence;  I 
think  it  is  very  reasonable  in  such  a  case  to  regard  him  as  sent  of 
God,  and  to  receive  the  doctrines  and  laws  he  deUvereth  in  the 
name  of  God,  and  which  come  to  us  thus  attested  and  confirmed, 
as  the  doctrines  and  laws  of  God.  For  supposing  those  miracles  to 
be  of  such  a  nature,  and  so  circumstanced,  as  that  either  none 
but  God  can  do  them,  or  at  least  to  be  such  that  it  can  never  be 
supposed,  that  a  wise  and  good  Providence  would  suffer  them  to 
be  done  in  attestation  of  an  imposture,*  the  doing  such  miracles  in 

*  I  will  grant,  thtt  God  is  not  oUiged,  bj  hit  prondence,  to  hinder  every  thing  that 
may  in  fact  seduce  men  from  the  truth.  He  is  not  oblised  to  hinder  cunning  impostors 
from  employing  their  arts  of  subtle^  to  deceire,  or  to  hinder  evil  beings  from  attempt- 
inpp  to  seduce  mankind,  or  from  sometimes  doing  things  that  may  appear  strange  and 
miraculous.  But  this  I  sa^,  that  thera  may  be  miracles  supposed  of  such  a  natnra,  and 
so  circumstanced  y  and  which  carry  in  them  such  fflorious  indications  of  a  divine  power 
and  dominion,  that  it  cannot  reasonably  be  reconciled  to  the  notion  of  an  infinitely  wise 
and  good  Mind  presiding  ofer  the  affairs  of  men,  to  suppose  that  tlieyshp]|ld  be  suffered 
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proof  of  such  doctrines  and  laws,  is  really  a  divine  testimony  to 
those  doctrines  and  laws  as  coming  from  God.  And  in  every  sach 
case  we  cannot  be  said  to  receive  the  doctrines  and  laws  thus  at- 
tested and  confirmed  upon  the  word  of  men,  or  upon  the  sole 
credit  and  authority  of  tne  person  professing  to  be  extraordinarily 
sent  and  inspired,  but  we  receive  them  upon  the  testimony  and 
authority  of  Ood  himself.  And  supposing  God  in  his  great  'good- 
ness to  have  really  designed  to  give  an  extraordinary  revelation  of 
doctrines  and  laws  for  the  use  of  mankind,  and  to  send  a  person  or 
persons  to  publish  them  in  his  name,  it  is  scarce  possible  to  con- 
ceive what  stronger  proofs  could  be  given  of  the  divine  mission  of 
that  person  or  persons,  and  the  divine  authority  of  such  doctrines 
and  laws,  than  such  a  series  and  succession  of  glorious  uncontrolled 
miracles,  as  we  are  now  supposing. 

But  tfie  force  of  this  will  more  fully  appear  when  particularly 
applied  to  the  miracles  that  were  done  at  the  first  establishment  of 
the  Jewish  dispensation. 

Let  us  suppose  that  the  miracles  were  really  wrought  that  are 
recorded  to  nave  been  wrought  by  Moses,  the  question  is 
whether  those  miracles  and  wonderful  works  which  he  performed 
were  a  sufficient  proof  of  his  divine  mission,  and  made  it 
reasonable  for  them  that  saw  those  miracles  to  receive  the  doctrines 
and  laws  he  published  as  from  God.  And  I  think,  a  bare 
representation  of  them  would  go  a  ^reat  way  to  determine  this 

auestion.  It  is  evident,  that  supposmg  the  amazing  and  stupen- 
ous  works  done  by  the  ministry  of  Moses  in  Egypt,  at  the  Red 
Sea,  and  in  the  Wilderness,  the  promulgation  of  tne  law  at  Sinai, 
the  feeding  the  people  with  manna  for  forty  years  together,  &c., 
and  the  signal  judgments  inflicted  on  those  that  opposed  his  autho- 
rity and  laws;  supposing  these  things  to  have  been  really  done  as 
they  are  represented,  they  were  far  above  all  the  power  of  man, 
and  seemed  to  argue  such  a  dominion  over  nature  as  is  proper  to 
the  supreme  universal  Lord.  And  it  is  also  evident  that  the  Being, 
in  whose  name  and  by  whose  power  these  things  were  done,  who 
gave  these  laws,  and  brought  the  IsraeUtes  out  of  Egypt,  all  along 
assumed  the  character  and  peculiar  prerogatives  of  the  supreme 
God,  the  independent  Jehovah,  and  claimed  their  highest  love,  reve- 
rence, adoration,  and  obedience  to  himself  alone,  in  exclusion  of 
all  other  deities.  To  suppose  that  he  who  gave  forth  those  laws, 
by  whose  power  these  great  and  astonishing  thin^  were  effected, 
was  an  evil  being,  would  be  the  greatest  of  absurdities.  Can  it  be 
thought  that  a  wise  and  good  God  would  thus  suffer  an  evil  being 
to  assume  his  character,  and  set  up  for  Uie  Creator  and  Lord  of  the 

to  be  wrought  in  attestation  of  an  imposture,  eq[>eciaUy  for  a  saooession  of  years  t<M;e- 
ther,  without  ever  being  controlled  by  superior  miracles,  or  contrary  eyidence.  So  that 
the  question  here  doth  not  properly  proceed  concerning  all  miracles  in  general,  whether 
all  kinds  of  miracles  are  proofo  of  doctrines  as  coming  from  God :  but  whether  miracles 
may  not  be  of  such  a  nature,  and  so  circumstanced,  for  number,  grandeur,  and  conti- 
nuance, as  to  yield  a  sufficient  attestation  to  the  divine  mission  of  the  persons  by 
whom,  and  to  the  dirine  original  of  the  doctrines  in  con&rmation  of  which,  they  were 
wxought:  and  particularly  whether  the  miracles  wrought  in  confirmation  of  th$  Mosaic 
and  Christian  dispensation  were  not  such.  Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 
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universe,  and  i^uire  to  be  acknowledged  and  adored  as  such,  and 
to  confirm  this  his  claim  by  such  a  series  of  the  most  glorious  and 
stupendous  works  as  must  almost  unavoidably  lead  all  that  beheld 
them  to  acknowledge  a  divine  hand,  and  not  only  to  give  forth  laws 
with  the  most  amazing  solemnity  in  the  name  of  the  universal 
Lord,  but  to  inflict  the  most  awful  judgments  upon  those  that  re- 
fused to  submit  to  those  laws,  and  acknowledge  him  as  their  Lord ; 
and  thus  bring  them  under  a  kind  of  necessity  of  being  deluded, 
or  submitting  to  the  falsely  usurped  authority?  Can  we  think 
that  the  Supreme  Being  would  look  on  all  the  while  with  indiffer- 
ency,  and  suffer  an  evil  being  thus  to  personate  him,  and  to  abuse 
and  deceive  his  creatures,  and  take  no  care,  by  any  superior  mi- 
racles or  contrary  evidence,  to  overrule  and  detect  the  imposture  ? 
This  appears  to  me  to  be  absolutely  inconsistent  with  all  the  no- 
tions of  a  wise  and  ^ood  providence  presiding  over  the  world,  and 
the  affairs  of  mankmd.  It  is  not  to  be  accounted  for  upon  any 
other  supposition  thani  that  of  an  almighty  evil  principle,  acting 
independently  of  the  good  God,  and  not  at  all  under  his  control. 

But  if  this  cannot  De  supposed  without  the  ^eatest  absurdity, 
then  it  must  be  said,  that  it  was  God  himself  immediately,  or 
which  comes  to  the  same  thing,  by  the  agency  of  subordinate  good 
beings  su|>erior  to  man,  acting  under  him  as  his  instruments,  and 
accoraing  to  his  will,  that  wrought  those  wonderful  works  in  attes- 
tation of  Moses's  divine  mission,  and  the  laws  he  gave  in  the  name 
of  God.  And  then  I  think  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  those  laws 
thus  attested  were  to  be  received  as  coming  from  God,  and  to  have 
refused  to  submit  to  them  in  these  circumstances,  and  after  all 
these  glorious  attestations  would  have  been  to  rebel  against  God, 
and  to  resist  the  divine  authority :  and  consequently  would  have 
been  a  veiy  unjustifiable  and  criminal  conduct,  highly  displeasing 
to  the  Supreme  Being.  And  those  who  upon  the  credit  of  sucn 
illustrious  attestations  believed  his  divine  mission,  and  received  the. 
revelation  he  brought,  and  the  laws  he  gave,  as  from  God,  could 
not  in  that  case  be  said  to  believe  him  merely  upon  his  own  word, 
or  to  receive  those  doctrines  and  laws  upon  his  sole  credit  and  au- 
thority, but  upon  a  divine  testimony,  and  upon  the  authority  of  God. 

The  argument  is  still  stronger  when  applied  to  the  miracles  wrought 
by  Christ  and  his  apostles.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  facts  as  represented 
in  the  sospel  are  true,  concerning  Christ's  healing  the  most  obsti- 
nate and  incurable  diseases,  of  many  years'  continuance,  in  an  in- 
stant ;  restoring  the  blind  and  lame,  casting  out  devils,  command- 
ing the  winds  and  the  sea,  feeding  five  thousand  at  once  with  five 
loaves  and  two  fishes,  and  even  raising  the  dead ;  but  especially 
his  own  resurrection  from  the  dead,  ascension  into  heaven,  and  the 
consequent  effusion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  his  extraordinary  gifts 
and  powers,  whereby  his  disciples  were  enabled  to  perform  the  most 
astonishing  miracles  like  to  those  which  he  himself  had  performed 
whilst  on  earth  :  and  all  these  things  done  in  a  vast  variety  of  in- 
stances, and  for  a  long  course  of  years  together  in  his  name,  and  in 
attestation  of  his  divine  mission^  and  the  scheme  of  laws  and  doc- 
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triues  he  introduced :  I  say^  supposing  all  these  things  to  have 
been  really  done  as  they  are  recorded  in  the  New  Testament,  I 
think  they  form  the  strongest  proof  that  can  be  supposed  in  favour 
of  the  doctrines  and  laws  so  attested.  They  evidently  transcended 
all  human  power  and  skill,  and  must  therefore  have  been  wrought 
by  the  assistance  and  power  of  a  superior  being  or  beings.  And 
this  could  not  be  an  ievil  being :  not  only  because  many  of  the 
works  themselves  are  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  supposed 
that  an  evil  being  could  have  it  in  his  power  or  inclination  to  per- 
form them :  but  because  it  can  hardly  be  thought  that  the  wise  and 
righteous  Governor  of  the  world  would  suffer  an  evil  being  or  be- 
ings, to  give  such  a  series  of  glorious  attestations  bearing  the  illus- 
trious characters  of  divinity  upon  them,  in  favour  of  doctrines 
and  laws  falsely  pretended  to  be  given  by  him,  without  ever  con- 
trolling or  overruling  them  by  any  superior  evidence :  and  lastly, 
because  it  would  be  to  the  last  degree  absurd,  to  imagine  that  an 
evil  being  should  ever  exert  his  power  in  such  an  extraordinary 
manner  to  conBrm  a  revelation  pretending  to  come  from  God,  the 
principal  design  and  manifest  tendency  of  which  was  to  recover 
men  from  idolatry,  vice  and  wickedness,  to  the  knowledge  and 
love  of  God,  and  the  practice  of  piety,  righteousness,  and  virtue. 
It  foUoweth,  therefore,  that  they  must  have  been  wrought  by  the 
immediate  agency  of  God  himself,  or  by  some  good  being  or  beings 
superior  to  man,  acting  under  him,  and  by  his  direction  and  influ- 
ence. And  this  being  the  case,  either  it  must  be  said  that  the  per- 
son in  attestation  of  whose  divine  mission  all  these  marvellous 
things  were  done,  was  indeed,  as  he  professed  himself  to  be,  extra- 
ordinarily sent  of  God,  and  that  the  scheme  of  religion,  that  is,  of 
doctrines  and  laws,  in  confirmation  of  which  they  were  wrought^ 
was  indeed  true  and  of  divine  authority :  or  it  must  be  said  that 
God  himself  gave  his  own  power,  or  good  beings  acting  under  his 
direction  lent  their  assistance,  and  that  in  a  series  of  the  most  asto- 
nishing instances,  and  for  a  succession  of  years  together,  to  give 
testimony  to  a  falsehood  and  imposture,  and  to  put  a  cheat  upon 
mankind  in  the  name  of  God.  A  supposition  which  is  not  consist- 
ent with  the  belief  of  a  God  and  a  providence. 

Thus  I  think  it  appeareth,  that  miracles  may  be  supposed  of  such 
a  nature,  and  so  circumstanced,  as  to  affora  a  sufficient  attesta- 
tion to  the  divine  mission  of  the  person  in  favour  of  whom,  and 
to  the  truth  and  divine  original  of  the  doctrines  and  laws  in  con- 
firmation of  which,  they  were  wrought.  And  that  particularly,  sup- 
Eosing  the  things  to  have  been  really  done,  that  are  recorded  to 
ave  been  done  at  the  first  establishment  of  the  Jewish  and  Chris- 
tian dispensation,  they  yielded  a  full  attestation  to  the  divine  mis- 
sion of  Moses  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  the  scheme  or 
system  of  doctrines  and  laws  published  in  the  name  of  God.  The 
evidence  was  not  put  upon  a  single  wonder  or  two,  however  extra- 
ordinary and  glorious,  but  there  was  a  marvellous  series  and  suc- 
cession of  wonderful  acts  and  supernatural  attestations  to  strengthen 
the  evidence,  and  put  it  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt.     Foi^all  the  i 
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miracles  done  not  only  by  Moses,  but  the  sucoeeding  prophets^ 
centred  in  proving  his  divine  mission,  and  the  authori^  of  the 
law3  he  gave  as  from  God ;  since  all  the  subsequent  revelations  by 
the  prophets  in  the  Old  Testament  still  supposed  the  authority  of 
the  law  of  Moses,  and  gave  an  additional  attestation  to  it.  And 
in  like  manner  all  the  miracles  done  by  Christ  himself,  and  by  his 
apostles  and  disciples  after  him,  had  one  main  view  to  which  they 
were  all  directed,  that  is,  to  confirm  the  divine  mission  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  truth  and  divine  authority  of  the  doctrines 
and  laws  which  he  introduced  ;  so  that  each  of  these  schemes  of 
revelation  was  confirmed  by  a  series  of  the  most  illustrious  attesta- 
tions. And  besides  this,  each  of  them  gave  testimony  to  the  other. 
Moses  and  the  prophets  foretold  the  coming  and  glory  of  Christ, 
and  the  new  dispensation  he  was  to  introduce,  and  prepared  the 
world  for  it.  And  Jesus  confirmed  by  his  testimony  the  divine 
mission  of  Moses  and  the  prophets.  So  that  in  this  view,  all  the 
attestations  given  to  both,  really  contributed  to  confirm  the  divine 
oridnal  and  authority  of  each  of  them.  And  all  together  form  an 
evidence  so  great  and  so  strong,  the  like  of  which  cannot  possibly 
be  produced  in  favour  of  any  other  system  of  doctrines  and  laws, 
ana  which  it  cannot  reasonably  be  supposed  could  ever  have  been 
given,  or  that  a  wise  and  good  providence  would  have  suffered  it  to 
be  given,  to  an  imposture. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  consider  what  this  writer  ol^ects  against  the 
proof  from  miracles.  What  he  offers  on  this  head  is  oi  no  great  weight, 
though  advanced  with  an  uncommon  air  of  confidence.  He  urges 
that  '  there  will  be  always  two  very  strong  objections  against 
such  an  argument  as  this  when  applied  to  religion.  First,  that  it 
would  be  a  hard  matter  to  prove  tiie  thing  as  unexceptionably  true 
in  fact,  or  that  the  first  report  and  belief  of  it  did  not  arise  fi*om 
ignorance,  presumption,  preiudice,  tic.  And  in  the  next  place, 
that  no  consequence  can  be  drawn  from  any  such  thing,  supposing 
it  ever  so  true,  and  clearly  proved  in  fact,'  p.  346.  As  to  tne  first, 
I  do  not  see  but  miracles,  supposing  them  to  be  facts  obvious  to  the 
senses,  done  in  open  view,  and  even  in  the  view  of  enemies  them- 
selves concerned  and  zealous  to  detect  an  imposture,  are  as  capable 
of  being  proved  as  any  other  facts  whatsoever :  and  that  both  those 
that  at  first  were  eye-witnesses  to  them  might  be  as  sure  of  them 
as  men  can  be  of  any  thing  which  they  themselves  hear  and  see, 
and  for  which  they  have  the  testimony  of  their  senses ;  and  those 
that  have  the  accounts  transmitted  to  them,  may  have  them  trans- 
mitted in  such  a  manner,  and  with  such  evidence,  that  it  would  be 
an  unreasonable  incredulity  to  doubt  of  them.  This  must  be  al- 
lowed, unless  men  are  resolved  not  to  believe  any  accounts  of  facts 
done  in  former  ages.  And  it  might  be  easily  shown,  and  hath  been 
often  proved,  that  the  miracles  done  at  the  first  establishment  of 
the  Mosaical  and  Christian  dispensation  were  of  this  kind.  As  to 
what  he  adds,  and  which  is  the  only  present  question,  that  suppos- 
ing the  facts  ever  so  true,  no  consequence  can  be  drawn  from  tnem 
in  favour  of  any  religion,  the  reasons  he  there  offers  archery  weak. 
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The  first  is,  that  it  is  certain  that  the  being  and  moral  ^rfections 
of  Qod,  and  the  natural  relations  of  man  to  him  as  his  reasonable 
creature,  and  a  subject  of  his  moral  government,  cannot  depend 
upon  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  any  historical  facts,  or  upon  our 
forming  a  right  or  wrong  judgment  concerning  them.  This  is  veiy 
oddly  expressed.  Nobody  pretends  that  the  Seing  of  a  God,  or  the 
natural  relations  between  him  and  us,  depend  upon  miracles.  But 
a  revelation  from  Ood^  containing  a  clearer  discovery  of  his  glori- 
ous perfections,  of  his  nature  and  will»  and  of  the  obligations  in- 
cumoent  upon  us  towards  him,  Sec.,  may  be  attested  by  miracles 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  the  world  convincing  proofs  that  it  is 
indeed  a  true  divine  revelation,  and  to  be  depended  on  as  such. 
And  then,  upon  the  credit  of  that  revelation,  we  may  come  to  know 
several  things  relating  to  these  subjects,  which  we  could  not  have 
known  at  all,  or  not  vfith  certainty  without  it.  The  second  reason 
he  there  offers  is,  that  he  hath  already  proved,  that  the  character- 
istic of  moral  truth  and  righteousness  is  the  only  sure  mark  or  cri- 
terion of  any  doctrine  or  practice  as  coming  from  God,  and  divinely 
authorized.  I  do  not  know  iu  what  part  of  his  book  he  hath 
proved  this,  except  we  take  strone  assertions  for  proofs.  But  this 
pretence  hath  been  examined  already ;  and  is  in  effect  no  more  than 
a  confident  affirming  that  there  can  be  no  external  proofs  of  divine 
revelation,  which  is  the  very  point  in  question. 

But  there  are  some  other  things  he  offers  to  invalidate  the  proof 
from  miracles.  He  asserts  that  'it  is  plain,  that  the  power  of 
working  miracles  had  no  connexion  with  the  truth  of  the  doctrines 
taught  by  such  miracle-workers,  because  false  prophets,  and  the 
most  wicked  seducers,  might  .and  did  work  miracles,  which  they 
could  not  have  done,  had  miracles  been  any  evidence  or  proof  of 
truth  and  sound  doctrine.'  p.  81.  This  he  hath  over  again,  p.  98, 
where  he  urges,  that  *  False  prophets,  and  the  most  wicked  sedu- 
cers, and  even  the  devil  himself,  may  work  miracles ;  and  there- 
fore, miracles  alone  considered  can  prove  nothing  at  all,  and  ought 
to  have  no  weight  or  influence  with  anybody.'* 

But  if  there  may  be  miracles  of  such  a  nature,  and  so  circum- 
stanced, that  no  seducer  can  ever  equal  them,  and  it  cannot  be 
supposed  they  could  ever  be  done,  or  at  least  that  God  would  suffer 
them  to  be  done,  in  attestation  of  an  imposture,  then  the  evidence 
from  such  miracles,  so  circumstanced,  still  holds  good,  notwith- 
standing what  this  writer  here  offers  to  the  contrary.  And  this  hath 
been  already  shown  with  regard  to  the  miracles  wrought  in  con- 
firmation of  the  Jewish  and  Christian  dispensation.  I  will  grant 
that  seducers  may,  by  human  art  and  skill,  be  supposed  to  do 
things  that  appear  very  strange  and  unaccountable,  and  set  the 
people  a  wonaering ;  and  that  they  may  do  yet  stranger  things, 
supposing  the  agency  and  assistance  of  evil  spirits ;  but  still  we 
may  be  sure,  from  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  Divine  Providence, 

•  See  tbiB  obiection  more  ftilly  conaidered,  'Answer  to  CHristianitj  as  old  as  tbe 
Crettion.'  Part  fl.  from  p.  72  to  92. 
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[  that  the  miracles  wrought  by  the  assistance  of  his  Spirit,  and  in 

^  confinnation  of  a  revelation  which  he  gives  to  mankind,  shall  be 

of  such  a  nature,  as  shall  in  their  number,  their  grandeur,  and  con- 

f  tinuance,  beyond  all  comparison  transcend  whatever  were  or  shall 

.  be  wrought  in  favour  ot  any  imposture.    There  have  been  two 

systems  of  doctrines  and  laws  really  given  by  divine  revelation,  the 

'  Mosaical  and  the  Christian ;  and  Uod  took  care,  in  his  great  wis- 

r  dom  and  goodness,  that  each  of  them  should  be  attended  with  such 

I  an  abundance  of  extraordinary  attestations,  as  no  imposture  was 

ever  attended  with,  and  no  skill  or  power  of  deceivers  could  ever 

eflTect 

Moses  indeed  makes  a  supposition  of  a  false  prophet*s  working 
a  sien  or  wonder  to  seduce  the  people  from  the  worship  of  the  true 
God,  and  warns  them  in  that  case  not  to  regard  him,  nor  to  suffer 
themselves  to  be  deceived  by  him.  This  is  a  strong  way  of  put- 
ting a  case,  to  show  that  on  no  account  whatsoever  they  should 
suffer  themselves  to  be  drawn  into  idolatry.  But  certainly  he 
never  did  suppose  that  any  false  prophet  should  be  'able  to  pro- 
j  duce  such  a  series  of  miraculous  attestation,  in  confirmation  of  any 

false  doctrine  or  idolatrous  worship,  as  could  in  any  wise  come  in 
I  competition  with  those  which  were  wrought  at  the  establishment 

and  for  confirmation  of  the  laws,  which  he  gave  them  in  the  name 
of  God.  On  the  contrary,  he  all  along  supposes  that  as  there  was  no 
God  save  the  Lord,  so  neither  were  there  any  works  to  be  com- 
pared to  his  works  ;  and  he  appeals  to  these  works  as  the  manifest 
proofs  of  his  unequalled  sovereignty  and  glory,  and  of  the  divine 
original  and  authority  of  that  law  which  they  were  designed  to  con- 
firm and  to  establish. 

Under  the  New  Testament  our  Saviour  speaks  of  false  prophets, 
and  false  Christs,  that  should  arise,  and  show  great  signs  and  won- 
ders. Matt,  xxiv,  6,  6,  24.  This  plainly  relates  to  tne  false  pro- 
phets and  seducers  that  arose  among  the  Jews,  a  little  before  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem,  whom  Josephus  represents  as  magicians 
and  sorcerers,  or  jugglers,  [fiayoi  koI  yonrlg]  and  who,  he  tells  us, 
pretended  to  divine  inspiration,  and  promised  the  people  to  do  won- 
derful things  for  them.  But  it  is  certain,  none  of  their  pretended 
wonders  could  in  any  wise  be  compared  to  those  which  our  Saviour 
himself  (the  true  Messiah)  wrought.  Nor  could  he  intend  by  these 
words  to  signify,  that  they  would  do  as  great  things  as  he  himself  had 
done,  since  he  so  often  appeals  to  his  wonderful  works,  as  the  un- 
contested proofs  of  his  divine  mission.  So  he  saith,  John  v.  36. 
'  The  works  which  my  Father  hath  given  me  to  finish,  the  same 
works  that  I  do  bear  witness  of  me,  that  the  Father  hath  sent 
me.'  And  John  x.  37,  38  :  *  If  I  do  not  the  works  of  my  Father, 
beheve  me  not ;  but  if  I  do,  though  ye  believe  not  me,  believe  the 
works,  that  ye  may  know  and  believe  that  the  Father  is  in  me, 
and  I  in  him.'  And  again,  John  xv.  24:  *  If  I  had  not  done  among 
them  the  works  which  none  other  man  did,  they  had  not  had  sin.' 
And  John  x.  24,  25  :  *  When  the  Jews  said  unto  him.  If  thou  be 
the  Christ,  tell  us  plainly :'     Jesus  answered  them ;    I  told  you, 
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and  ye  believed  not ;  the  works  that  I  do  in  my  Father's  name, 
they  bear  witness  of  me.'  See  also  John  xiv.  11,  From  hence 
St  Peter  represents  Jesus  of  Nazareth  as  approved  of  God,  [aire- 
SfSuyfiivov\  demonstrated,  as  the  word  properly  signifies,  by  mi* 
racles,  and  signs,  which  God  did  by  him  in  the  midst  of  them ; 
Acts  ii.  22.  It  could  never  therefore  be  our  Saviour's  design  to 
signifv  that  any  of  the  false  prophets  and  seducers  among  the  Jews, 
should  do  miracles  that  could  in  any  measure  be  compared  to  his 
own.  And  it  is  certain,  in  &ct,  that  they  did  not :  they  pretended 
to  foretel  things  to  come,  and  the  event  soon  confuted  them,  and 
showed  the  vanity  of  their  pretences.  They  pretended  to  do  great 
wonders,  but  they  might  properly  be  called  Ij/ing  wonders.  For 
though  they  had  the  art  of  seducing  great  numbers  of  people,  they 
and  their  works  soon  perished,  and  the  &lsehood  and  imposture 
of  them  soon  appeared. 

As  to  what  the  author  supposeth  concerning  the  apostles  oppos^ 
ing  miracles  to  miracles,  in  confirmation  of  their  different  schemes 
of  Christianity,  this  shall  be  considered  afterwards,  when  I  come 
to  examine  his  obiections  against  the  New  Testament  At  present 
I  shall  only  say  that  it  may  be  proved  with  the  clearest  evidence, 
that  the  apostles  of  our  Lord  taugnt  one  and  the  same  uniform  har- 
monious scheme  of  doctrines,  the  same  gospel  to  which  God  '  bore 
vntness  with  signs  and  wonders,  and  divers  miracles,  and  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Ghost :'  and  that  the  false  teachers  in  that  age  could 
never  produce  anything  in  attestation  of  their  false  doctrines,  that 
could  in  the  least  be  compared  to  the  illustrious  evidences  and 
proofs  brought  by  the  apostles  to  confirm  the  gospel  which  they 
preached. 

Another  thing  he  offers  to  show  that  miracles  can  be  no  proof, 
is  this,  that  the  *  power  of  working  miracles  did  not  msd^e  the 
workers  of  them  either  infallible,  or  impeccable  ;  raise  them  above 
the  possibility  of  being  deceived  themselves  in  their  inward  judg- 
ment, or  of  oeceiving  others  in  the  outward  sentence  and  declara- 
tion of  that  iudgment'*  pp.  80,  83,  93.  But  it  appears  that  the 
proof  or  evidence  from  miracles,  as  already  stated,  hath  not  pro^ 
periy  anything  to  do  with  the  fallibility  or  infallibility,  the  pecea- 
oility  or  impeccability,  of  the  person  in  himself  considered,  by 
whom  these  miracles  are  wrought.  For  in  that  case,  the  credit  of 
his  having  received  a  revelation  from  God  doth  not  merely  depend 
upon  his  own  word,  or  veracity,  or  integrity;  upon  which  sirppo- 

*  Our  author,  when  he  here  speaks  of  the  power  of  tocrking  miracttSr  seems  to  have  a 
particular  reference  to  the  gift  of  miracles  communicatod  bj  Uie  Holy  Ghost,  in  the  first 
age  of  Christiamty ;  which  he  understands  as  if  it  were  a  permanent  habit  residing  in 
the  person,  to  be  used  at  pleasure,  wbenoTor  he  thought  fit,  Kke  a  natural  faculty  or 
habit ;  which  therefore  miffht  be  used  by  himr  either  for  confirming,  truth  or  falsehood. 
But  this  is  a  very  great  mistake  :  that  power  of  working  miracles  was  not  a  power  of 
doing  them  whenever  the  persons  themselves  pleased.  They  could  then  only  work  mi- 
racles, when  it  seemed  fit  to  the  divine  wisdom  they  should  do  them  for  valuable  ends. 
And  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  God  who  gave  them  this  power  on  purpose  to  confirm 
the  truth,  would  enable  them  to  exercise  it  to  confirm  a  falsehood.  But  concerning  this,, 
see  below,  ebap.  ziii,  where  this  is  more  largely  considered. 
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sition  it  might  be  said;  that  the  word  of  fallible  aiid  peccable  men 
was  not  entirely  to  be  depended  on ;  but  it  depends  upon  a  real 
proof,  distinct  from  his  word,  and  independent  of  it,  viz.  upon  the 
testimony  given  by  God  himself,  to  his  divine  mission  and  inspira- 
tion, and  to  the  laws  he  publisbeth  to  the  world  in  his  name.  And 
we  may  be  sure,  that  however  fallible  men  are  in  themselves,  yet 
if  God  sends  them  on  purpose  to  deliver  doctrines  and  laws  to 
mankind,  as  by  revelation  from  him,  and  enables  them,  in  confirm- 
ation of  them,  to  perform  such  a  series  of  illustrious  miracles  as  we 
are  now  supposing,  he  will  also  assist  them  in  communicating  those 
doctrines  and  laws,  so  as  to  preserve  them  from  error  in  delivering 
them. 

This  will  appear  in  a  just  light,  if  applied  to  the  cases  already 
mentioned.  Moses  professed  to  be  extraordinarily  sent  of  God, 
and  to  have  received  laws  by  revelation  from  him,  which  laws  he 
delivered  to  the  people  in  his  name.  In  confirmation  of  this  his 
mission,  he  performed  a  number  of  the  most  extraordinary  miracles, 
for  a  succession  of  years  together,  of  such  a  nature,  and  so  cir- 
cumstanced, that  they  bore  upon  them  the  evident  characters  of  a 
divine  interposition,  and  could  never  be  supposed  to  have  been 
done,  or  that  God  would  suffer  them  to  be  done,  in  favour  of  an 
imposture.  Now  this  being  the  case,  it  is  nothing  to  the  purpose, 
whether  we  suppose  Moses  to  have  been  fallible  and  peccable  in 
himself  or  not.  Let  us  grant  him  to  have  been  in  himself  fallible, 
or  capable  of  being  deceived  and  imposed  upon  :  yet  we  have  a 
sufficient  assurance  that  he  was  not  actually  aeceived  in  this  case. 
If  by  an  enthusiastic  heat  he  had  only  imagined  himself  to  be  in- 
spired, and  to  have  received  those  laws  by  immediate  revelation 
from  God,  this  conceit  of  his  would  never  have  enabled  him  to  per- 
form such  a  series  of  the  most  stupendous  works  above  all  the  art 
of  man,  or  power  of  enthusiasm.  And  his  doing  such  things  ma- 
nifestly proved  that  his  divine  mission  was  not  the  delusion  of  his 
own  misguided  imagination,  but  a  glorious  reality :  and  that  he 
did  not  merely  fancy  himself  sent  and  inspired  of  God,  but  that  he 
really  was  so. 

A^ain,  let  us  suppose  that  he  was  peccablcy  that  is,  that  he  was 
capable  of  forming  a  design  to  deceive  the  people,  and  of  putting 
his  own  inventions  upon  them  for  divine  revelation  (though  1  think 
Moses's  excellent  character  will  scarce  suffer  us  to  suppose  that  he 
was  capable  of  carrying  on  a  deliberate  solemn  cheat  and  imposture, 
in  the  name  of  God  himself;  but  let  us  suppose  him  to  have  been 
capable  of  such  a  design),  yet  it  is  evident  that  in  this  case  he  did 
not  impose  upon  them,  and  that  the  laws  he  gave  them,  as  from 
God,  and  in  his  name,  were  indeed  the  laws  of  God,  and  not  merely 
his  own  inventions  ;  because  Gk>d  himself,  in  the  manner  already 
mentioned,  bore  witness  to  those  laws.  And  whatever  designs 
Moses  might  be  capable  of,  yet  God  himself,  or  good  beings  supe- 
rior to  man,  acting  under  his  influence  and  direction,  by  whose  as- 
sistance alone  works  so  circumstanced  could  be  done,  would  never 
have  joined  with  him  on  carrying  on  the  imposture,  and  giving  at- 
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testation  to  a  lie.  And  this  way  of  reasoning  may  be  urged  with 
atill  greater  force  when  appHed  to  the  revelation  brought  by  our 
Lord  JesuA  Christ  and  his  apostles.  Whereas,  therefore,  this  writer 
frequently  argues,  that  we  cannot  take  miracles  for  a  *  proof  or 
evidence  of  doctrines  without  exposing  oureelves  to  all  the  enthu- 
siasm and  imposture  in  the  world/  it  is  manifest  that  we  can  run 
no  hazard  of  this  by  receiving  doctrines  and  laws  as  coming  from 
God,  that  have  been  confirmed  by  such  a  series  of  extraordinary 
miraculous  attestations  as  were  those  given  to  the  Mosaical  and 
Christian  revelation.  Because  they  were  of  such  a  nature,  and  so 
circumstanced,  as  no  imoosture  was  ever  attended  with,  and  no  art 
of  deceivers,  or  power  ot  enthusiasm  can  ever  effect  Such  a  re- 
velation once  given,  and  so  gloriously  attested,  where  it  is  steadily 
believed  and  adhered  to,  is  one  of  the  best  preservatives  against 
bein^  led  astray  by  the  deceptions  of  enthusiasts  and  impostors. 

What  our  author  offers  to  show  that  miracles  can  be  no  proof  of 
positive  precepts,  though  produced  with  great  pomp  (for  he  pretends  • 
to  state  the  question  with  greater  accuracy  than  hath  been  hitherta 
done,  and  tells  us  that  the  question  is  not  concerning  God's  right 
of  instituting  such  precepts  which  he  doth  not  deny,  but  concern- 
ing the  way  of  knowing  when  God  gives  such  commands,  see 
p.  87,  8cc.  I  say,  the  force  of  all  that  he  offers  on  this  head)  de« 
pends  entirely  upon  what  he  so  often  asserts,  but  never  proves,  viz. 
that  moral  truth  and  fitness  is  the  onlj/  proof  and  evidence  of  any 
doctrine  or  law,  as  coming  from  God  :  from  whence  he  argues,  that 
precepts  concerning  matters  of  a  ritual  and  positive  nature  cannot 
DC  proved  to  come  from  God,  as  not  beine  necessarily  (bunded  in 
the  nature  and  fitness  of  things.  He  therefore  compares  such 
commands  to  commands  pretended  to  be  sent  from  parents  or 
masters  to  their  children  or  servants,  but  which  do  not  come  to 
them  under  their  own  hand  and  seal,  and  may  for  that  reason  be 
disregarded.  But  if  we  must  keep  to  the  author^s  comparison,  why 
may  not  God's  giving  us  laws  by  persons  whom  he  hath  sent  and 
authorized  for  that  purpose,  and  to  whom  he  hath  given  sufficient 
credentials,  by  confirming  the  message  they  bring  bv  numerous  un- 
controlled miracles ;  why  may  not  this  be  compared  to  a  parent  or 
master's  sending  directions  or  orders  to  his  children  and  servants, 
by  messengers  under  his  own  hand  and  seal,  in  which  case  he  allows 
that  they  are  obliged  to  conform  to  those  orders  though  they  do 
not  know  the  particular  reasons  of  them  ?  Yea,  miracles  may  be 
supposed  to  be  of  such  a  nature,  that  the  proof  arising  fix)m  them 
may  be  stronger  than  what  ariseth  merely  from  a  man's  own  hand 
and  seal.  For  it  is  possible  that  a  man's  hand  and  seal  may  be  so 
exactly  counterfeitecl  that  no  person  upon  comparing  them  may  be 
able  to  discern  the  difference  between  the  genuine  and  the  counter* 
feit,  not  even  the  person  himself  whose  hand  is  counterfeited,  any 
farther  than  that  by  other  means  be  may  know  that  he  did  not 
write  it,  and  that  he  gave  no  such  orders.  But  miracles  may  be 
supposed  of  such  a  nature,  and  so  circumstanoed,  and  raised  so  far 
have  all  competition  and  parallel,  that  no  deceivers  can  work  tht 
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like^  nor  have  been  ever  able,  or  can  be  supposed  to  be  able  so  to 
imitate  them,  but  that  upon  carefully  examining  and  comparing 
them,  we  may  easily  see  a  vast  difference.     If,  therefore,  a  man's 

fiviug  orders  under  his  own  hand  and  seal  be  allowed  to  be  a  suf- 
cient  notification  of  his  will  and  pleasure,  and  maketh  it  reason- 
able for  his  children  and  servants  to  obey  those  orders,  though  it 
is  not  impossible  they  may  be  counterfeited ;  then  the  command  of 
God  coming  to  us,  confirmed  with  the  attestation  of  miracles  of 
such  a  nature  as  no  imposture  was  ever  attended  with  (and  such  I 
have  shown  were  the  miracles  wrought  at  the  establishment  of  the 
Jewish  and  Christian  dispensation)  is  a  sufficient  ground  for  our 
yielding  obedience  to  such  commands.  And  our  not  apprehending 
the  things  requii*ed  to  be  in  themselves  antecedently  necessary  in 
their  own  nature,  cannot  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  our  rejecting 
them ;  because,  upon  this  supposition,  they  come  to  us  upon  the 
authority  or  testimony  of  God  himself,  who  by  the  author's  own 
concession  hath  a  rignt  of  commanding  us  in  things  of  a  positive 
nature. 

It  ought  to  be  observed,  that  at  the  same  time  that  this  writer 
doth  all  ne  can  to  show  that  miracles  can  be  no  proof  at  all  of  any 
doctrine  or  revelation  at  all  as  coming  from  God,  he  would  not  be 
thought  to  insinuate  that  miracles  are  of  no  use,  and  can  serve  to 
no  purpose  at  all  in  religion.  He  saith  '  that  miracles,  especially  if 
wrought  for  the  good  of  mankind,  and  with  a  visible  regard  for 
their  interest  and  happiness,  are  perhaps  the  most  effectual  means 
of  removing  prejudices  and  procuring  attention  to  what  is  delivered,' 
pp.  98,  99.  But  I  do  not  see  bow  this  can  be  made  to  consist  upon 
his  scheme.  If  it  be  supposed  that  miracles  can  in  any  case  be  so 
circumstanced  as  to  yiela  a  sufficient  attestation  to  the  divine  mis- 
sion of  the  person  who  is  enabled  to  work  these  miracles,  and  to 
the  truth  and  divinity  of  the  doctrines  and  precepts  that  are  con- 
firmed by  these  miracles ;  then  when  I  see  a  person  performing 
such  extraordinary  works,  above  all  the  power  of  man,  this  will 
naturally  command  and  engage  my  attention  to  what  he  delivers. 
But  if  it  be  supposed  that  Uiey  can  never  be  of  such  a  nature  and 
so  circumstanced  as  to  give  any  attestation  to  the  divine  mission  of 
any  person,  or  to  the  truth  and  divine  original  of  any  doctrine, 
I  can  see  no  reason  why  I  should  attend  to  a  doctrine  more  for 
being  accompanied  with  miracles,  than  if  it  were  not  so,  or  why  I 
shomd  concern  myself  about  miracles  at  all ;  because,  if  ever  so 
true  or  good,  they  can  give  no  attestation,  and  furnish  no  proof; 
or,  as  this  writer  expresseth  it,  *  can  prove  nothing  at  all,  and 
ought  to  have  no  weight  or  influence  witn  any  body.' 

AH  the  use  he  is  pleased  to  assign  for  the  miracles  wrought  by 
Christ  and  his  apostles  is,  that  '  they  tended  to  convince  the  people 
that  they  were  no  enemies  to  God,  and  to  their  country,  and  disposed 
them  coolly  and  soberly  to  consider  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the 
doctrines  they  had  to  propose  to  them ;'  but  that  they  were  not  de- 
signed for  a  proof  of  the  truth  or  divinity  of  those  doctnnes,  see  p.  98. 
But  does  not  our  Saviour  himself  firequently  and  plainly  appeal  to  the 
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wonderful  works  he  wrought  as  the  proper  evidences  of  his  divine  mis- 
sion,  and  as  bearing  witness  to  him  and  to  his  doctrine  ?  Does  not 
he  often  expressly  put  the  proof  upon  this,  and  suppose  it  to  be  a 
proof  so  strong  as  would  leave  the  Jews  utterly  inexcusable  if  they 
did  not  believe  him  ?  And  the  effect  these  miracles  properly  had 
upon  those  that  attended  to  them  is  well  expressed  by  Nicodemus, 
*  We  know  that  thou  art  a  teacher  sent  from  God ;  for  no  man  can  do 
these  miracles  that  thou  doest,  except  God  be  with  him/  John  iii,  2. 
Nor  had  the  Pharisees  any  other  way  of  avoiding  the  force  of  this, 
than  by  saying  that  he  did  his  miracles  by  the  assistance  of  the 
devil :  a  blasphemy  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  [which  our  Saviour 
pronounces  never  to  be  forgiven,  as  being  the  most  obstinate  and 
malicious  opposition  to  divine  truth,  and  a  resisting  the  utmost 
evidence. 

;►  This  may  be  sufficient  to  show  what  assurance  those  who  them- 
selves were  witnesses  to  such  a  series  of  miraculous  attestations 
might  have  of  that  doctrine  or^  law  coming  from  God,  which  they 
beheld  thus  attested  and  confirmed.  But  there  is  another  thin^ 
that  deserves  to  be  considered,  and  that  is,  what  reasonable  ground 
of  assurance  they  may  also  have  of  a  doctrine  or  law  coming  from 
God,  who  did  not  themselves  see  those  miracles  whereby  it  was 
attested  and  confirmed,  or  did  not  live  in  the  age  when  those 
miracles  were  wrought.  Can  it  be  reasonable  for  such  to  receive 
doctrines  and  laws  as  of  divine  authority,  upon  the  evidence  of 
miracles  which  they  themselves  were  not  eye  witnesses  of  ?  la 
answer  to  this,  I  think  it  cannot  be  reasonably  denied,  that  sup- 
posing miracles  may  be  so  circumstanced  as  to  be  in  themselves  a 
sufficient  proof  to  those  that  saw  them,  then  they  are  also  a  sufficient 
proof  to  others,  in  proportion  to  the  assurance  they  have  that  those 
miracles  were  really  done.  So  that  the  question  is  reduced  to  this: 
whether  there  may  be  such  evidence  given  of  miracles  done  iu 
former  ages  as  make  it  reasonable  for  those  that  live  in  succeeding 

?^es  to  l^lteve,  and  be  persuaded  that  those  miracles  were  wrought? 
or  if  so,  then,  supnosmg  miracles  to  be  a  proof,  they  are  obliged 
to  believe  that  the  aoctrines  and  laws  which  were  attested  by  these 
miracles  came  originally  by  revelation  firom  God,  and  are  to  be  re- 
ceived as  of  divine  authority.  Now  this  depends  upon  another  ques- 
tion, and  that  is,  whether  in  any  case  we  can  have  sufficient  as- 
surance of  focts  which  we  ourselves  did  not  see,  or  which  were  done 
in  former  ages  ?  It  is  not  sufficient  to  prove  things  uncertain,  and 
not  to  be  depended  upon,  to  say  that  we  have  them  by  human 
ti-adition  and  testimony,  that  is,  by  the  testimony  of  men  that  are 
neither  infallible  nor  impeccable.  For  human  tradition  and  tes- 
timony may  be  so  circumstanced  as  to  yield  sufficient  assurance 
that  those  facts  were  done  in  past  ages,  or  such  laws  enacted  : 
and  therefore  the  man  that  should  doubt  of  them,  and  give  no 
other  reason  for  his  doubting,  or  rejecting  them  but  this,  that  they 
came  from  human  tradition  and  testimony,  would  only  render 
himself  ridiculous. 
Hiis  author,  to  show  the  insufficiency  of  tradition  for  conveying 
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doctrines  and  laws  of  religion,  is  pleased  to  compare  it  to  a  parent 
ormaster's  writing  *  to  another  person,  and  he  to  a  third,  and  the 
third  to  a  fourth,  and  so  on  to  the  hundreth  or  thousandth  hand, 
which  orders  were  at  last  come  to  his  family,  about  something  of 
near  interest  and  concern  between  him  and  them.     In  this  case  it 
is  said  that  children  and  servants  would  not  be  justly  blamed  if 
they  should  *  suspend  their  obedience  till  they  heard  from  him  in 
a  more  direct  and  unexceptionable  way,*  pp.  88,  89,     But  this  in- 
stance doth  not  at  all  come  up  to  the  point    The  case  should  be 
put  thus,  supposing  laws  to  have  been  enacted  in  former  ages,  and 
those  laws  committed  to  writing,  the  question  is,  whether  those 
laws  mav  not  be  transmitted  to  posterity  with  such  evidence,  that 
we  may  have  assurance  sufficient  to  convince  any  reasonable  person 
that  tnose  laws  were  really  enacted,  and  that  these  are  the  very 
laws  ?     And  whether  it  would  be  esteemed  a  good  reason,  or  ac- 
cepted as  a  proper  excuse  for  doubting  of  the  authority  of  those 
laws,  or  refusmg  obedience  to  them,  that  we  ourselves  did  not  live 
in  the  age  when  those  laws  were  made ;  and  that  they  are  trans- 
mitted to  us  through  the  hands  of  persons  capable  of  an  intention 
to  deceive  us,  or  of  being  themselves  deceivecl.    Again,  supposing 
facts  to  have  been  done  in  former  ages  of  considerable  importance, 
and  those  facts  recorded  at  the  time  in  which  they  were  done,  the 
question  is,  whether  they  may  not  be  transmitted  to  us  in  authentic 
records,  with  such  evidence  Uiat  it  would  be  perfectly  unreasonable 
to  doubt  of  them ;    and  whether  it  would  aiminish  the  credit  of 
them,  that  the  writings  which  contain  an  account  of  those  facts 
have  been  spread  through  many  hands,  often  transcribed,  dispersed 
among  different  nations,  and  translated  into  various  languages? 
One  would  think,  by  our  author's  manner  of  representing  it,  that 
he  intended  to  insinuate  that  this  would  render  the  accounts  un- 
certain ;    whereas  there  being  many  copies  of  them  is  a  much 
greater  security  than  if  there  were  but  a  few  extant. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  laws  had  originally  from  Revelation, 
are  as  capable  of  being  transmitted  to  posterity  as  any  other  laws  ; 
and  miraculous yac^tf,  done  in  attestation  of  those  laws,  may  be  of 
such  a  nature,  and  so  circumstanced,  as  to  be  capable  of  being 
transmitted  to  succeediue  ages  as  well  as  any  other  fieicts.  I^ 
dierefore,  it  be  allowed  that  any  laws  or  facts  maybe  so  trans- 
mitted, that  those  who  live  in  after  ages  may  have  a  reasonable 
assurance,  sufficient  to  convince  them  that  these  are  the  very  laws 
which  were  enacted^  and  that  these  facts  were  really  done ;  then  it  must 
also  be  allowed  that  the  laws  which  came  originally  by  Revelation, 
and  the  facts  whereby  those  laws  were  attested  ana  confirmed,  may 
be  transmitted  to  us  in  such  a  manner,  and  with  such  a  dep^ee  of 
evidence,  that  we  cannot  reasonably  doubt  of  their  being  the  very 
laws  which  were  origmally  published  by  revelation  from  God,  and 
that  those  miraculous  fects  were  really  wrou^t.  If  we  refuse  to 
receive  those  laws  or  believe  those  facts,  because  we  ourselves  did 
not  see  them,  or  live  in  the  age  when  the  laws  were  first  given,  and 
the  facts  were  done,  though  Aey  come  to  us  transmitted  with  such 
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evidence  as  we  ourselveB  would  count  sufficient  in  any  other  case ; 
this  is  certainly  a  most  unreasonable  conduct,  and  will  hardly  be 
justified  to  the  great  Governor  of  the  world.  To  insist  upon  it»  that 
those  laws  should  be  again  promulgated  in  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  published  at  first,  and  that  Uie  extraordinary  miraculous  facts 
wrought  in  attestation  of  them,  should  be  done  over  again  in  every 
age,  and  in  every  nation,  for  the  satisfiBU^tion  of  every  single  person 
(for  one  man  in  one  age  and  one  country  hath  as  much  right  to 
expect  and  demand  it  in  another)  would  be  a  most  absurd  demand ; 
it  would  be  unbecoming  the  divine  wisdom  to  grant  them ;  and 
indeed^  such  extraordinaiy  attestations,  by  being  continually  re^ 
peatedy  would  cease  to  be  extraordinary,  and  be  regarded  no  more 
than  common  things,  and  so  would  lose  their  force.  It  is  enough 
that  they  are  transmitted  to  us  in  such  a  manner,  and  with  such 
evidence  that  it  would  be  perfectly  unreasonable  to  doubt  whether 
these  are  the  very  laws  that  were  originally  given  as  from  God,  and 
whether  these  facts  were  really  done.  And  it  might  easily  be 
proved,  and  hath  be^i  often  shown,  that  the  Scripture  laws  and 
doctrines,  and  the  facts  whereby  they  were  attested  and  confirmed, 
are  transmitted  to  us  with  an  evidence  that  scarce  any  other 
laws,  or  any  other  facts  done  in  former  ages  were  ever  attended 
with.* 

Our  author  himself  does  not  deny,  that  *  a  matter  of  revelation 
is  as  capable  of  being  conveyed  down  to  posterity  as  any  other 
matter  of  fact,  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  and  that  either  this 
must  be  allowed,  or  we  must  reject  all  historical  evidence  of  every 
other  kind.'  And  then  he  saith,  that  he  must  still  insist  upon  it, 
that  *  no  reason  or  proof  can  be  given  of  any  revelation  as  coming 
from  God,  but  the  moral  fitness  and  reasonableness  of  the  thing 
itself,  in  its  own  nature,  antecedent  to,  and  abstracted  from,  any 
such  tradition  or  human  testimony  ;  and  consequently,  that  tra- 
dition or  human  testimony  is  here  brought  in,  to  no  manner  of 
purpose  and  vrithout  effect,'  p.  85.  This  writer  often  puts  me  in 
mind  of  what  he  is  pleased  to  say,  concerning  the  '  common  run  of 
onr  enthusiastic  pulpiteers,  whose  manner,'  he  tells  us,  it  '  is  always 
first  to  beg  the  main  point  in  <}uesti<Hi,  and  then  triumph  upon  it  as 
a  thin^  proved,'  p.  88.  This  is  the  manner  of  our  author,  who  re- 
peats it  on  all  occasions  that  moral  truth  and  fitness  is  the  only 
evidence  or  proof*  of  any  doctrine  or  law  as  coming  from  God;  and 
without  offering  any  argument  to  prove  it,  but  only  supposing  it, 
makes  use  of  this  all  sHong  as  a  demonstration  that  miracles  can 
be  no  proof  or  evidence  of  the  divine  original  of  any  doctrine  or 
law.  And  if  you  will  but  grant  him  tiiat  the  other  is  the  of?2y 
proo^  then  he  will  easily  show  that  this  is  not  a  proof.  But  since 
it  hath  been  shown  that  miracles  may  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to 
yield  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  divine  onsinal  and  authority  of  doc- 
trines and  laws  attested  and  confirmed  by  those  mirades ;  then  if 

*  See  to  this  ptirpose,  Answer  to  Christttnitj  as  old  as  the  Creation,  Part  II. 
ohap.  W.  ▼.  vi. 
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human  tradition  and  testinionjr  may  give  us  a  reasonable  and  suf- 
ficient assurance  that  those  miracles  were  really  wrought^  it  is 
evident  that  it  is  here  brought  in  to  very  good  purpose.  And 
that  human  tradition  may  be  so  circumstanced  as  to  give  sufficient 
assurance  that  these  miracles  were  really  wrought,  is  as  true  as  that 
human  tradition  can  give  us  a  sufficient  assurance  of  any  past 
facts ;  nor  can  this  be  reasonably  denied,  except  upon  this  prin« 
ciplcy  that  no  past  facts  can  be  transmitted  to  us  with  sufficient 
evidence  for  a  reasonable'  man  to  depend  upon.  A  thing  which 
the  enemies  of  Revelation  have  not  yet  ventured  to  assert. 

All  the  use  he  is  pleased  to  allow  to  tradition  or  human  testimony 
in  matters  of  religion  is  this,  *  That  we  may  be  probably  assured 
from  tradition  and  human  testimony  what  our  fore-fathers  beUeved 
about  God  and  religion,  and  what  reasons  they  assigned  for  it;  but 
whether  they  ought  to  have  believed  as  they  did,  or  whether  their 
reasons  will  hold  good  or  not,  is  another  question,  concerning  which 
tradition  or  human  testimony  can  never  inform  us,^  p.  85.     Let  us, 
therefore,  proceed  upon  his  own  state  of  the  case.    I  am  not  to 
believe  any  religion  to  be  true  and  divine,  merely  because  my  an- 
cestors believed  it ;   but  if  I  know  what  the  grounds  were  upon 
which  they  believed  it,  and  am  satisfied  that  the  grounds  were  just, 
then  I  am  obliged  to  believe  it  upon  those  grounds  as  well  as  they 
were.     And  supposing  the  grounds  upon  which  it  was  first  received 
and  submitted  to  as  of  divine  authority,  were,  besides  the  good 
tendency  of  its  doctrines  and  laws,  the  illustrious  miraculous  at- 
testations whereby  it  was  confirmed,  tradition  may  give  me  a  suf- 
ficient assurance  to  satisfy  any  reasonable  mind  of  the  truth  of  those 
extraordinary  miraculous  facts,  or  that  those  facts  were  really  done. 
And  this  is  all  that  tradition  or  human  testimony  is  properly  brought 
for.     For  whether  those  facts  were  a  sufficient  proof  of  the  divine 
authority  of  the  revelation  attested  and  confirmed  by  them,  must 
be  judged  not  by  tradition  but  by  our  own  reason,  upon  considering 
the  nature  and  circumstances  of  those  facts  and  attestations.    And 
if  our  own  reason  convinceth  us  that  those  facts,  supposing  them 
true,  were  proper  and  sufficient  attestations  to  the  divine  original  of 
that  revelation,  and  if  also  we  have  all  the  proof  that  can  be  reason- 
ably desired  that  the  facts  are  true,  then  we  are  obliged  to  receive 
that  revelation  as  coming  from  God,  and  as  of  divine  authority. 
And  indeed  the  proof  of  those  facts  is  so  strong,  they  are  transmitted 
to  us  with  such  convincing  evidence,  that  I  am  persuaded  few 
resist  the  argument  taken  m>m  the  facts  in  favour  of  Christianity, 
but  who  would  have  been  among  the  unbelieving,  had  they  lived 
in  the  very  age  in  which  those  facts  were  done.     For  the  true 
reason  of  their  not  believing,  is  not  that  there  is  not  sufficient  proof 
of  those  facts  to  convince  and  satisfy  a  reasonable  mind,  and  such 
as  is  esteemed  sufficient  in  any  other  case ;  but  it  is  owing  to  cer-* 
tain  prejudices  and  dispositions  of  mind,  which  probably  would 
have  hinder^  their  submitting  to  the  evidence  brought  for  the 
Christian  Revelation,  had  they  themselves  been  eye-witnesses  to 
the  facts.     And  we  may  well  reckon  our  author  one  of  this  make 
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and  disposition  of  mind,  since  he  takes  care  to  let  us  know  that  he 
looks  upon  miracles  to  be  no  proofs  at  ally  and  therefore  would  not 
have  been  moved  by  them^  though  he  had  seen  them  done  before 
his  eyes. 

This  writer  is  pleased  positively  to  insist  upon  it,  *  That  there 
can  be  no  such  thmg  as  aivine  faith  upon  human  testimony;  and 
that  this  absurd  supposition  has  been  the  ground  of  all  the  super- 
stition and  false  religion  in  the  world.  And  that  the  knowledge  of 
any  truth  can  go  no  farther  upon  divine  authority,  or  as  a  matter 
of  divine  faith,  than  to  the  person  or  persons  immediately  inspired^ 
or  to  whom  the  original  revelation  was  made.'  pp.  82,  84. 

But  if,  by  '  divine  faith  upon  human  testimony,*  be  only  meant, 
that  an  original  divine  revelation  may  be  transmitted  or  conveyed 
to  us  by  human  testimony,  together  with  the  extraordinary  mira- 
culous facts  whereby  it  was  attested  and  confirmed,  and  that  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  reasonable  for  us  to  believe  that  it  is 
indeed  a  divine  revelation,  this  hath  been  already  shown.    And  if 
I  have  sufficient  grounds  of  reasonable  assurance  concerning  any 
doctrines  and  laws,  that  they  came  originally  by  divine  revelation, 
I  am  as  truly  obliged  to  regard  them  as  coming  from  God,  and  to 
believe  and  obey  tnem  on  that  account,  as  if  I  had  them  myself,  by 
immediate  inspiration.     For  the  obligation  to  believe  and  obey 
them  doth  not  depend  upon  the  particular  way  of  my  receiving 
them,  but  upon  my  having  sufficient  to  convince  me  that  they  came 
from  God.    This  writer  indeed  seems  resolved  that  whatever  argu- 
ments can  be  brought  to  prove  that  any  thing  is  a  divine  revelation, 
the  receiving  it  as  such  shall  not  be  called  '  divine  faith,*  except  the 
person  that  belie veth  it  hath  received  it  immediately  from  God  him- 
self.    But  whether  he  will  allow  it  to  be  called  ^  divine  faith/  or 
not,  the  calling  it  by  another  name  doth  not  at  all  alter  the  nature 
of  the  thing,  or  dissolve  the  obligation.     If  I  have  sufficient  reason 
to  be  convinced  that  miracles  of  such  a  nature,  and  so  circum- 
stanced, supposing  them  to  have  been  really  done,  are  strong  attes- 
tations to  tne  truth,  and  divine  original  of  the  doctrines  and  laws 
which  they  are  wrought  to  confirm ;  and  if  I  have  sufficient  as- 
surance that  these  facts  were  really  done,  then  I  am  obliged  to 
believe  and  receive  those  doctrines,  and    obey  those  laws,  as  of 
divine  authority.     To  do  otherwise  would  be  to  refuse  to  believe 
doctrines  which  I  have  just  ground  to  conclude  were  revealed  from 
God  himself,  and  to  refuse  to  obey  laws  which  I  have  just  ground 
to  believe  God  himself  hath  enjoined  ;  which  would  be  a  very  cri- 
minal conduct,  highly  displeasing  to  God,  and  contrary  to  the  duty 
that  reasonable  creatures  owe  to  the  Supreme  Being. 

Thus  I  have  considered  what  this  author  offers  with  regard  to  the 

5 roofs  or  evidences  of  divine  revelation  in  general,  in  which  his 
esign  is  plainly  to  show  that  there  can  be  no  proper  proofs  or 
evidences  of  divme  revelation  to  any  but  the  persons  immediately 
receiving  it,  and  yet  at  the  same  time  he  affects  to  own  the  gi*eat 
usefulness  of  revelation  in  the  present  corrupt  and  degenerate  states 
of  mankind. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

An  Entrance  on  the  Author's  Ohjections  against  the  Old  Testament.  The  strange  Re- 
presentation he  makes  of  the  law  of  Moses.  Some  general  Considerations  concerning 
the  Nature  and  Design  of  that  Law.  Its  moral  Precepts  pure  and  excellent.  Its 
ritual  Injunctions  appointed  for  wise  Reasons.  The  Nature  of  its  Sanctions  consi- 
dered. Reasons  of  God's  erecting  the  People  of  Israel  into  a  peculiar  Polity.  No- 
thing absurd  in  this  Constitution.  It  was  designed  in  a  Subserviency  to  the  general 
Good.  The  miraculous  Facts  whereby  that  Law  was  confirmed  not  poetical  Embel- 
lishments, but  real  Facts.  The  Author's  Reasons  to  prove  that  those  Facts  could  not 
be  understood  in  a  literal  Historical  Sense  shown  to  be  vain  and  insufficient. 

Having  considered  what  this  author  hath  advanced  concerning 
divine  revelation  in  general,  and  the  proofs  whereby  it  is  established, 
I  now  proceed  to  tne  particular  attempts  he  makes  to  destroy  the 
authority  of  the  revelation  contained  in  the  sacred  writings  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testament.  He  seems  willing  indeed  to  observe  some 
measures  with  regard  to  Christianity,  but  as  to  the  Old  Testament 
he  throws  off  all  disguise;  he  everywhere  openly  rejects,  and  makes 
the  most  disadvantageous  representation  possible  both  of  the  law  of 
Moses  and  the  prophetical  writings,  and  expressly  declares  he  will 
*  have  nothing  to  do  with  them  in  religion/  p.  394.  If  his  repre- 
sentation be  true,  they  are  not  only  no  true  divine  revelation,  but 
a  grand  imposture,  contrary  to  reason  and  common  sense,  and  to 
the  liberties  of  mankind. 

To  begin  with  the  account  he  gives  of  the  law  of  Moses  he  ex- 
ressly  declares  that  in  its  original  proper  and  literal  sense,  which 
e  says  was  the  only  sense  intended  by  the  lawgiver, '  It  had  neither 
anything  of  truth  or  goodness  in  it,  but  was  a  blinding  enslaving 
constitution,  and  an  intolerable  yoke  of  darkness  and  bondage,  ty- 
ranny and  vassalage,  wrath  and  misery,'  p.  29.  That  it  was  a  law 
'  that  introduced  and  confirmed  a  state  of  civil  and  religious  blind- 
ness and  biffotry,'  8cc.  p.  32.  That  it  was  a  *  national  slavery, 
which  the  Jews  had  been  unjustly  subjected  to,  and  which  they 
had  a  right  to  throw  off  whenever  tney  had  a  proper  opportunity, 
and  to  assert  and  reassume  their  natural  and  religious  rights  and 
liberties,'  p.  51.  He  calls  it  a  'wretched  scheme  of  superstition, 
blindness,  and  slavery,  contrary  to  all  reason  and  common  sense, 
set  up  under  the  specious  popular  pretence  of  a  divine  institution 
and  revelation  from  God,'  p.  71.  These  and  others  of  the  like 
nature  are  the  handsome  epithets  he  everywhere  bestows  upon  the 
law  of  Moses.  He  is  not  content  with  declaring  it  to  be  a  mere 
piece  of  human  policy,  but  makes  it  the  worst  constitution  in  the 
world.  Nor  did  any  of  the  heathens,  the  greatest  enemies  of  the 
Jews,  ever  speak  in  such  opprobrious  terms  of  Moses  and  his  con- 
stitutions as  this  Dretended  Christian  writer  has  done.  If  the  law 
of  Moses  merits  these  epithets,  it  certainly  deserves  the  abhorrence 
of  all  mankind,  and  Moses,  instead  of  being  extraordinarily  sent 
and  inspired  by  God,  was  the  most  pernicious  impostor  that  ever 
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was;  and  the  ffrea test  enemy  to  his  nation,  who,  instead  of  r^arding 
him  as  they  always  did  with  the  utmost  veneration,  shoula  rather 
have  execrated  his  memory. 

Before  I  enter  on  a  particular  discussion  of  the  objection  he  ad- 
vances against  the  law  of  Moses,  I  shall  offer  some  general  consi- 
derations concerning  the  nature  and  design  of  that  law,  whereby 
the  true  original  intent,  and  the  excellency  and  property  of  that  law 
may  more  evidently  appear. 

At  the  time  when  the  law  was  ^ven,  idolatry  had  made  a  very 
great  progress,  the  primitive  religion  which  was  both  derived  by 
tradition  from  the  early  patriarchs,  the  progenitors  of  the  human 
race,  and  was  also  very  agreeable  to  right  reason,  was  very  much 
corrupted,  especially  in  the  main  principle  of  it,  the  worship  and 
acknowledgment  of  one  only  the  living  and  true  God :  and  though 
there  were  considerable  remains  of  the  ancient  true  reli^on  still 
preserved  in  some  particular  families,  yet  things  were  growing  worse 
and  worse ;  and  it  is  highly  probable  that,  if  God  had  not  extra- 
ordinarily interposed,  true  religion  and  the  just  knowledge  and  wor- 
ship of  the  deity  would  have  been  lost  among  men.  It  pleased 
him  therefore,  in  this  state  of  things,  to  select  a  nation  to  himself, 
among  whom  the  knowledge  and  worship  of  the  true  God  should 
be  preserved  in  a  world  overrun  with  idolatry.  And  to  that  end  he 
first  exerted  his  own  almighty  power  and  goodness  in  delivering 
that  nation  from  a  state  of  extreme  distress,  slavery,  and  oppression, 
and  that  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner  as  exhibited  a  marvellous 
display  of  his  own  majesty  and  glory,  and  an  entire  triumph  over 
idols  in  the  very  seat  of  idolatry,  for  so  Egypt  then  was;  and  then 
caused  the  most  pure  and  excellent  laws  to  be  given  them,  which 
were  promulgated  with  the  greatest  solemnity,  and  attested  by  the 
most  amazing  and  unparalleled  miracles.  And,  in  order  the  more 
effectually  to  answer  the  main  design  he  had  in  view,  it  pleased 
him  to  enter  into  a  peculiar  relation  to  that  people,  and  to  take 
them  for  his  own  by  a  solemn  public  act  or  covenant,  whereby  the 
people  on  the  one  hand  brought  themselves  under  the  most  express 
and  solemn  engagements,  to  obey  the  laws  be  gave  them,  and  to 
be  absolutely  devoted  to  his  service ;  and  he,  on  his  part,  engaged 
to  be  their  uod  and  King  in  a  special  relation,  to  give  them  the 
land  of  Canaan  for  their  inheritance,  and  to  pour  forth  many  signal 
benefits  upon  them,  and  make  thema  happy  people.  I  see  nothing 
in  this  unworthy  of  God,  or  that  can  be  shown  to  be  inconsistent 
with  his  divine  perfection.  Nor  can  this  writer  himself  consistently 
find  fault  with  it,  since  speaking  of  the  covenant  God  made  with 
Abraham,  in  which  he  promised  to  '  be  a  God  to  him,  and  to 
bis  seed,  and  to  settle  them  in  the  possession  of  the  land  of  Canaan, 
and  make  them  happy  upon  the  condition  of  their  continuing  in 
the  religion  and  worship  of  the  one  true  God,' ficc.,  he  saith  this  was 
'  a  wise  and  reasonable  transaction  between  God  and  Abraham ;  and, 
had  the  conditions  been  performed  by  Abraham's  family  and  pos- 
terity, no  doubt  but  the  grant  on  God's  part  had  been  made  good.' 
pp.  268, 259. 
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If  we  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  laws  that  were  given  them, 
the  main  design  of  them  seems  evidently  to  be  this ;  to  preserve 
them  from  idolatry,  and  vicei  and  wickedness^  and  to  engage  them 
to  the  worship  of  the  only  true  God,  and  to  the  practice  of  righte- 
ousness. The  ereat  fundamental  principle  that  lies  at  the  founda- 
tion of  the  whde  body  of  laws  delivered  by  Moses,  and  to  which 
there  is  a  constant  reference  in  that  whole  constitution,  and  whereby 
it  is  eminently  distinguished  from  all  other  the  most  celebrated  an- 
cient laws  and  constitutions  is  this,  that  there  is  but  one  only  the 
living  and  true  God,  who  is  alone  to  be  worshipped  and  adored, 
loved  and  obeyed.  He  is  there  represented  as  the  eternal  and  self- 
existent  Jehovah,  Almighty  and  Allsufficient,  to  whom  there  is  none 
like,  or  that  can  be  compared,  and  who  is  not  to  be  represented  by 
any  corporeal  form ;  that  he  is  the  great  Creator  of  the  universe, 
who  made  heaven  and  earth  and  all  things  that  are  therein,  by  the 
word  of  his  power,  and  who  preserveth  and  governeth  all  things  by 
his  Providence,  directing  and  ordering  all  events ;  that  he  is  most 
just  and  holy,  most  faithful  and  true,  a  hater  of  iniquity,  who  will 
severelv  punish  obstinate  presumptuous  transgressors,  and  yet  is 
*  full  of  compassion  and  gracious  longsufFering,  and  abundant  in 
goodness  and  truth/  and  ready  to  forgive  penitent  returning  sin- 
ners. In  that  law  they  are  everywhere  most  strictly  commanded 
to  worship  and  serve  the  Lord  Otod,  and  him  onlv,  to  love  him 
with  all  tneir  hearts  and  souls,  to  fear  him,  and  dread  his  displeasure 
above  all  things,  to  put  their  whole  trust  and  confidence  in  him,  to 
submit  themselves  cheerfully  to  his  rightful  authority,  and  to  obey 
all  his  commands. 

And  as  the  law  of  Moses  directs  and  instructs  men  in  the  duties 
they  more  immediately  owe  to  God,  so  also  in  those  they  owe  to 
one  another.  It  forbids  in  the  stron^st  manner  all  malice,  and 
wrath,  and  bitterness ;  all  injustice  and  fraud,  violence  and  oppres- 
sion ;  all  fornication,  and  adultery,  and  uncleanness ;  all  falsehood, 
and  guile,  and  deceit ;  and  even  all  covetous  and  inordinate  affec- 
tions and  desires  :  it  not  only  requires  exact  truth  and  fidelity,  a 
strict  inviolable  honesty  in  our  dealings  towards  all  men,  but  it 
expressly  rec[uires  us  to  love  our  neighbours  as  ourselves,  to  be 
ready  to  assist  and  do  good  to  one  another  upon  all  occasions,  yea, 
even  to  our  enemies  themselves,  to  show  mercy  to  the  poor,  the  in- 
digent, and  destitute  strangers  and  servants.*  Upon  the  whole, 
the  moral  precepts  of  the  Taw  of  Moses  are  pure  and  excellent ; 
they  are  such  as,  if  duly  practised  and  obeyed,  could  not  fail  to 
make  that  nation  happy,  it  the  pure  worship  of  God,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  righteousness,  justice,  fidelity,  temperance,  and  of  mutual 
charity  and  benevolence  could  make  them  so.  Moses  therefore 
mi^ht  iustly  represent  these  laws  and  statutes  as  sufficient,  if  care- 
fully obeyed  and  attended  to,  to  make  them  a '  wise  and  under- 
standing people,'  above  other  nations,  Deut.  iv.  6,  6 ;  and  again, 

•  See  Eiod.  XX.  13—18 ;  xxii.  21,  24;  xxiii:  1-— 8.  Lev.  wi.9,  5;  xix.  18,36 ;  xxv. 
14—17  ;  xir.  «9  ;  xxii.  1—4.  ««— 29  j  xxiii.  17;  xxiv.  20— f«;  xxr,  13—16. 
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yer.  8 :  '  What  nation  is  there  so  great,  that  hath  statutes  and 
judgments  so  righteous,  as  all  this  law  which  I  set  before  you 
this  day?' 

As  to  the  ritual  precepts  there  enjoined,  which  are  many  and 
various ;  though  it  cannot  be  expected  that  we  should  be  able  to 
assign  the  particular  reasons  of  tnem  at  this  distance,  yet  we  have 
just  reason  to  conclude  that  they  were  all  given  for  wise  and  good 
purposes,  which  rendered  them  very  fit  and  proper  for  that  time, 
and  for  that  }>eople.*  Many  of  them  were  designed  for  the  more 
effectual  obtaining  that  which  was  the  proper  and  principal  end  of 
that  law,  which  was  to  preserve  the  Jews  from  idolatry.  For  this 
end,  many  of  the  rites  prescribed  them  were  in  direct  opposition  to 
those  of  the  neighbounng  idolatrous  nations ;  and  great  care  was 
taken  by  many  peculiar  usages  to  keep  them  a  distinct  and  separate 
people.  There  were  many  rites  also  that  added  a  great  outward 
pomp  and  solemnity  to  their  worship,  that  they  might  be  the  less 
m  danger  of  being  drawn  aside  by  the  splendour  and  decorations 
of  the  heathenish  idolatry*  Other  rites  were  instituted  in  com- 
memoration of  great  and  signal  events,  extraordinary  acts  of  Pro- 
vidence towards  their  nation,  the  keepii^  up  of  a  constant  remem- 
brance of  which  could  not  but  be  of  great  use  for  preserving  the 
love  and  worship  of  God  amongst  them,  awakening  tneir  gratitude, 
and  engaging  their  dutiful  obedience.  And  lastly,  many  of  the 
rites  then  prescribed  had  a  farther  view  to  the  Messiah,  his  offices, 

*  I  doubt  not  but  if  we  bad  distinct  views  of  tbe  reasons  of  the  several  ritual  injunc- 
tions prescribed  in  the  law  of  Moses,  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God  in  appointing 
tbem  would  eminently  appear.  Many  happy  attempts  have  been  made  this  way  by 
learned  persons,  both  Jews  and  Christians,  that  have  given  great  light  to  many  of  the 
Mosaic  ntes  and  constitutions.  It  is  evident  there  is  nothiog  in  any  of  them  that  in- 
trencheth  on  the  sacred  rules  of  virtue,  purity,  and  decency,  as  did  many  of  the  rites 
in  use  among  the  heathen  nations  :  e.  g.,  the  cruel  rites  of  Moloch,  and  the  impure  ones 
of  Baal-Peor.  Aud  it  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  some  of  the  Mosaic  consti- 
tntions,  which  seem  at  first  view  most  stranee  and  extraordinary,  if  closely  considered, 
do  furnish  a  proof  of  the  divine  orip;inal  of  uat  constitution  ana  polity.  Of  this  kind  I 
take  the  law  relatiug  to  the  Sabbatical  year  to  be.  Every  seventh  year  was  to  be  a 
Sabbath  of  rest  onto  the  land,  a  Sabbath  for  the  Lord,  in  which  the^  were  neither  to  sow 
their  fields  nor  prune  their  vineyards.  And  it  is  expressly  promised  that  God  would 
command  his  blessing  upon  them  in  the  sixth  year,  and  it  should  bring  forth  fruit  for 
three  years,  that  is,  for  the  sixth  and  tbe  two  succeeding  years,  the  seventh  and  eighth. 
Lev.  XXV.  2,  4,  20, 99,  No  constitution  like  this  can  be  found  in  the  laws  of  any  other 
nation.  And  it  may  be  strongly  argued,  that  Moses  would  not  have  proposed  such  a 
law,  if  he  had  been  left  merely  to  himself  in  his  legislation,  and  had  not  received  it 
from  God,  who  was  alone  able  to  make  good  that  promise  upon  which  the  observation 
of  it  depended  ;  and  by  so  doing,  gave  a  standing  remarkable  evidence  of  his  constant 
special  presence  and  Providence  amongst  them,  and  both  confirmed  the  authority  of 
that  law,  and  answered  the  main  design  of  it,  which  was  to  keep  them  close  to  the  ac- 
knowledgment, obedience,  and  adoration  of  him  the  only  true  God,  in  preference  to  all 
idols,  since  nothing  of  this  kind  could  be  produced  in  favour  of  any  of  the  idol  deities. 
And  acoordingly,  in  the  Sabbatical  year,  the  whole  nation,  not  the  men  only,  but  the 
women  and  cMldren,  were  obliged  to  appear  at  the  place  which  the  Lord  should  choose, 
and  were  to  hear  the  whole  law  read  to  them,  Deut.  xxxi.  10 — 13,  which  was  then  most 
likely  to  be  attended  to,  and  to  make  an  impression,  as  they  had  then  in  the  abundant 
plenty  of  that  year,  and  the  extraordinary  provision  made  for  them ;  a  sensible  proof  of 
God*8  sovereign  dominion  and  providence,  and  of  the  divine  original  and  authority  of 
that  law  before  their  eyes.  Other  reflections  of  this  kind  might  be  made  on  several  of 
the  Mosaic  constitutions.  But  the  particular  consideration  of  them  would  take  up 
more  time  than  is  consistMit  witii  my  present  design. 
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and  benefits,  of  which  they  were  designed  as  types  and  prefigura-^ 
tions.  I  know  this  writer  will  not  allow  this,  but  be  must  not  take 
it  ill  if  we  prefer  the  authority  of  the  apostle  Paul  to  his ;  what  he 
offers  a^nst  it  shall  be  considered  afterwards.  But  though  many 
and  vanous  rites  are  enjoined  and  prescribed  in  the  Mosaical  law, 
yet  still  it  is  evident  that  the  main  stress  is  there  laid  on  things  of 
a  moral  nature^  the  great  essential  duties  of  religion.  The  absolute 
necessity  of  real  universal  righteousness,  piety,  and  charity,  justice, 
temperance,  the  fear  and  love  of  God,  is  there  frequently  and 
Strongly  inculcated,  and  most  pathetically  enforced.  Scarce  any- 
thing can  be  more  moving  and  affecting  than  the  exhortations  to 
piety  and  virtue  given  by  Moses  to  the  people  of  Israel,  especially 
in  the  last  part  of  his  life  in  the  book  of  Deuteronomy.  Any  one 
that  seriously  and  impartially  considers  them  will  find  such  a 
wonderful  force  and  pathos,  as  well  as  a  divine  solemnity  in  them, 
as  cannot  but  give  a  very  advantageous  idea  of  that  excellent  per- 
son, and  of  the  laws  he  gave  them  in  the  name  of  God.  All  along 
in  that  law  the  favour  oi  God  is  promised  to  those  that  go  on  in  the 
practice  of  righteousness ;  that  God  will  love  them,  and  delight  in 
them,  and  will  most  certainly  reward  them,  and  make  them  happy. 
And  on  the  other  hand,  the  most  awful  threatenings  are  there  de- 
nounced against  presumptuous  transgressors.  God's  purity  and 
holiness,  his  detestation  against  sin,  and  the  terrors  of  his  wrath 
and  vengeance,  are  there  described  in  the  most  strong,  and  ardent, 
and  significant  expressions,  which  have  a  manifest  tendency  where 
they  are  really  believed,  and  seriously  considered  to  fill  men  with  a 
deep  sense  of  the  evil  and  malignity  of  sin,  and  to  deter  them  from 
committing  it. 

It  is  true  that  the  immortality  of  the  soul  and  a  future  state  of 
rewards  and  punishments,  is  rather  supposed  and  implied  in  the 
law  of  Moses,  than  directly  asserted  and  revealed  ;  and  one  reason 
of  this  might  be,  that  these  things  were  not  controverted  or  denied 
in  those  early  ages.  A  considerable  part  even  of  the  idolatry  that 
then  prevailed,  proceeded  upon  the  notion  of  separate  incorporeal 
beings;  and  especially  the  worship  of  departed  heroes,  necessarily 
supposed  that  their  souls  survived  after  aeath.  Cicero  speaks  of 
the  doctrine  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  as  a  tradition  derived 
from  the  most  ancient  time.  And  it  might  easily  be  shown  that  it 
spread  universally  through  all  nations,  and  still  continued  to  be 
believed  among  them,  even  when  they  had  lost  the  true  knowledge 
and  worship  o(  God.  This  appears  from  the  best  accounts  we  have 
of  the  sentiments^  of  the  ancient  Egyptians,  Chaldeans,  Phoeni- 
cians, Scythians,  Sic,  but  afterwards  through  the  false  refinements 
of  philosophy  and  vain  deceit  in  the  latter  ages,  under  the  pretence 
of  wisdom  above  the  vulgar,  many  began  to  dispute  against,  and  to 
deny  the  immortality  of  the  soul  and  a  future  state.  And  there- 
fore it  became  then  absolutely  necessary  to  make  the  most  clear 
and  express  revelation  of  it,  and  to  set  it  in  the  strongest  light,  as 
it  is  done  by  the  gospel  of  Jesus ;  but  as  far  as  appears,  it  was  uni- 
versally acknowledged  when  the  law  of  Moses  was  given ;  and  I 
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shall  afterwards  show  that  it  is  plainly  implied  in  that  law,  and  was 
all  aloD^  believed  by  the  body  of  the  Jewish  nation  in  all  ages. 

But  it  must  be  considered^  that  as  the  law  of  Moses  was  imme- 
diately directed  txxjiie  whole  people  of  Israel  considered  as  a  nation 
or  community,  so  the  sanctions  of  that  law,  or  the  promises  and 
threatenings  whereby  obedience  to  it  was  enforced,  were  suited  to 
the  nature  and  circumstances  of  a  community,  and  therefore  were 
directly  and  immediately  of  a  temporal  nature,  relating  to  the  hap- 
piness or  misery,  the  ^ood  or  evil  consequences,  their  obedience  or 
disobedience  would  bnng  upon  them  in  this  present  world.  And 
there  was  a  manifest  propriety  in  it,  that  these  things  should  be 
much  insisted  on  in  that  law ;  because  some  of  its  injunctions  and 
observances,  though  instituted  for  wise  reasons,  seemed  laborious 
and  burdensome,  as  well  as  contrary  to  those  of  other  nations ; 
God  was  pleased  therefore  to  assure  them  that  this  should  not  turn 
to  their  disadvantage  even  in  this  present  state;  that  he  would 
abundantly  compensate  their  obedience  by  various  blessings,  which 
he  would  pour  forth  upon  them  in  this  world ;  and  that  by  a  faith- 
ful adherence  to  his  service  they  would  promote  their  present  in- 
terest, and  by  a  neglect  and  disobedience  to  his  laws  would  draw 
upon  themselves  the  greatest  evils  and  calamities.  Such  promises 
and  blessings  were  most  likely  to  make  strong  and  vigorous  im- 
pressions on  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  were  wisely  and  conde* 
scendingly  adapted  to  their  tempers  and  circumstances,  to  allure 
and  engage  them  to  obedience,  and  to  deter  them  from  idolatry  and 
wickedness.  But  still  these  did  not  exclude  the  rewards  and 
punishments  of  a  future  state,  which  were  all  along  supposed  and 
implied,  and  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  which  was  derived  to 
them  from  the  ancient  patriarchs,  and  had  obtained  among  them 
and  other  nations  from  the  beginning. 

Upon  this  brief  view  of  the  law  of  Moses,  it  appears  that  the 
main  design  of  it  was  most  excellent,  viz.  to  pre^^erve  those  to  whom 
it  was  given  from  the  general  idolatry  and  wickedness  that  had 
overspread  the  woiid,  and  to  maintain  the  knowledge  and  worship 
of  the  only  true  God,  and  the  practice  of  true  religion  and  righte- 
ousness among  them.  And  all  the  subsequent  administrations  of 
God  toward  them  were  wisely  fitted  to  promote  the  same  valuable 
design.  It  was  for  this  that  he  interposed  from  time  to  time  in  an 
extraordinary  manner,  by  signal  acts  of  Providence,  in  a  way  of 
judgment  or  mercy,  sufficient  to  awaken  the  most  stupid  to  ac- 
knowledge and  adore  his  hand,  and  to  convince  them  that  their 
blessings  and  punishments  came  from  him.  The  idolatrous  nations 
had  with  the  true  worship  of  God  almost  lost  the  right  notions  of 
his  Providence.  They  attributed  their  blessings  and  calamities 
wholly  to  inferior  deities,  in  whose  hands  they  supposed  the  ad- 
ministration and  government  of  human  affairs  to  be  vested ;  to 
whom  therefore  they  addressed  themselves,  and  paid  all  their  wor- 
ship and  homage,  wnilst^they  almost  entirely  neglected  the  Supreme 
Beuig,  as  not  concerning  himself  with  the  anairs  of  men.     But 
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God's  treatment  of  the  Jews,  and  his  way  of  administration  ta^ 
wards  them,  was  a  constant  proof  of  his  Providence,  and  was.  pe- 
culiarly fitted  to  prevent  their  being  led  away  by  those  pernicious 
notions,  and  to  lead  them  to  regard  and  consider  the  hand  of  God 
in  all  things  that  befel  them. 

If  it  be  urged  as  an  absurd  thing  in  that  constitution,  that  God 
is  there  represented  as  entering  into  a  peculiar  relation  to  one  par- 
ticular people,  who  were  to  to  kept  distinct  and  separate  from  all 
others ;  let  it  be  considered  that  the  particular  relation  that  for 
wise  ends  he  entered  into  tovirards  this  people,  was  no  way  incon- 
sistent with  his  universal  dominion  and  government,  but  supposed 
it.  He  was  still  as  much  as  ever  the  Ruler  of  the  world,  and  the 
God  and  Parent  of  all  mankind.  Nor  did  the  particular  and  spe- 
cial benefits  conferred  upon  this  people  at  all  lessen  his  universal 
goodness.  And  surely  no  man  who  belie veth  that  God  presides 
over  all  events,  and  concerns  himself  in  human  afi*airs,  and  at  the 
same  time  doth  observe  the  mighty  difference  that  hath  been  and 
is  made  between  some  persons,  and  some  nations,  and  others,  with 
respect  to  all  advantages  for  improvement  in  knowledge  and  virtue, 
will  pretend  to  say  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  wisdom  or 
goodness  of  Divine  Providence,  to  distinguish  one  nation  with  pe- 
culiar privileges  and  advantages  above  others,  since  it  is  still  true 
that  he  doth,  and  hath  all  along  done,  much  good  to  all  in  the 
methods  of  his  kind  providence,  and  giveth  them  many  advantages 
if  they  v^ere  careful  to  make  a  right  improvement  of  them. 

But  besides  it  must  be  considered,  that  God's  thus  selecting  a 
peculiar  people  or  nation  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner,  and  givmg 
them  such  laws,  was  not  merely  designed  for  the  sake  of  that  par- 
ticular people,  but  was  designed  in  a  subserviency  to  the  general 
^ood,  and  had  a  tendency  to  promote  it  by  keeping  up  the  know- 
ledge of  true  reli^on  in  tne  world,  which  otherwise  was  in  danger 
of  being  extinguished.  By  virtue  of  this  peculiar  constitution 
there  was  still  a  remnant  preserved,  professing  and  maintaining  the 
knowledge  and  worship  of  the  only  true  God  free  from  idolatry. 
There  was  still  true  religion  maintained  like  a  light  shining  in  a 
dark  place,  and  how  far  this  light  was  diffused,  and  how  many 
kindled  their  lamps  at  it,  we  cannot  tell.  The  Israelites  were 
placed  in  a  convenient  situation  between  Egypt,  and  Assyria,  and 
Chaldea,  the  most  remarkable  countries  then  on  earth.  And  the 
carrying  them  out  of  Egypt  in  such  a  wonderful  manner,  and 
settling  them  in  Canaan,  with  such  a  series  of  mighty  acts,  and  an 
outstretched  arm,  and  afterwards  the  marvellous  interpositions  of 
Divine  Providence  towards  them  in  a  way  of  judgment  or  mercy, 
would  probably  reach  a  great  way,  and  spread  the  fear  of  God  unto 
distant  nations.  And  in  many  passages  of  Scripture  it  is  signified 
that  this  was  one  design  for  which  they  were  intended.  The  fame 
of  the  mighty  acts  done  for  Israel,  and  the  laws  given  them,  is 
represented  as  reaching  to  the  heathens,  and  spreading  the  glory 
and  majesty  of  God ;  and  the  nations  are  called  upon  to  regard 
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and  to  consider  them.*  It  is  very  probable,  particularly  that  in 
the  days  of  David^  when  the  kingdom  of  Israel  made  a  great  figure, 
and  was  of  considerable  extent,  and  in  the  reign  of  Solomon,  who 
was  so  admired  and  sought  unto  from  all  parts  for  his  wisdom,  and 
under  whom  the  most  glorious  structure  was  built  to  the  only  true 
God  that  ever  the  world  saw ;  the  Israelites  and  their  laws  and 
constitutions,  became  more  generally  known,  and  this  might  have 
a  very  good  effect  in  bringing  many  to  the  knowledge  and  worship 
and  obedience  of  the  true  God.  It  is  evident,  from  the  language 
of  Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  and  of  the  queen  of  Sheba,  that  they  had 
a  high  esteem  and  veneration  for  the  Lord  Jehovah,  the  God  of 
Israel,  2  Chron.  xi.  II,  12,  1  Kings  x.  9,  and  the  like  may  be  sup- 
posed concerning  many  others. 

After  this  even  their  captivities  and  dispersions  were  made  sub- 
servient by  Divine  Providence  towards  spreading  the  knowledge  of 
religion  in  the  countries  where  they  were  scattered,  and  where 
many  of  them  became  very  eminent,  and  with  a  remarkable  steadi- 
ness adhered  to  their  law,  and  to  the  religion  and  worship  of  the 
true  God  there  prescribed.  The  decrees  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  and 
Darius,  and  Cyrus,  show  the  esteem  they  had  for  the  only  living 
and  true  God,  tne  God  of  Israel,  Dan.  xi.  47,  iii.  29,  iv.  33 — 37,  vi. 
25 — 27  ;  Ezra  i.  2,  4.  And  it  has  been  very  probably  supposed 
by  many  learned  men,  and  it  was  owing  very  much  to  the  light  de- 
rived from  the  Jews,  and  the  admirable  writings  and  laws  preserved 
among  them,  that  there  was  more  of  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of 
some  of  the  main  principles  of  religion  preserved  in  the  East  than 
in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The  nearer  we  come  to  the  times  of 
the  gospel,  the  plainer  proofs  we  have  of  the  knowledge  and  wor- 
ship of  the  true  God  and  religion,  being  spread  and  propagated  by 
the  Jews.  As  they  were  diffused  almost  all  over  the  Koman  em- 
pire, as  well  as  in  Persia  and  the  Eastern  countries,  so  they 
every  where  proselyted  great  numbers  to  the  worship  of  the  only 
true  God  in  opposition  to  the  fashionable  idolatry  which  then  uni- 
versally prevailed.  It  does  not  appear  that  any  of  the  most  re- 
fined philosophers,  those  men  of  admired  knowledge  and  genius, 
ever  converted  so  much  as  a  single  person  or  village  from  their 
idolatrous  superstitions ;  on  the  contrary,  they  all  meanly  sub- 
mitted and  conformed  to  the  idolatry  established  in  their  respective 
countries,  and  exhorted  others  to  do  so  too.  Whereas  the  Jews 
were  instrumental  to  turn  many  from  idolatry,  and  to  spread  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  God  far  and  wide  in  many  parts  of  the 
Roman  empire.  Babylonia,  Persia,  &c.,  ajid  this  tended  to  prepare 
the  world  for  receiving  that  last  and  most  perfect  dispensation 
which  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  to  introduce. 

This  naturally  leads  our  thoughts  to  another  valuable  end,  which 
shows  the  propriety  of  erecting  the  Jews  into  a  particular  polity, 
and  separating  them  from  the  rest  of  mankind  by  peculiar  laws  ; 

•  See  Exod.  vii.  5,  ix.  6 ;  Lev.  xxvi.  45;  Numb.  xir.  13,15  ;  Deut.  ir.  6  j  1  Kings 
yiii.  41 — 43,  Ivii.  9,  Ixvi,  1— 5  j  Peal,  xcriii.  1 — 4  j  Jer.  xxxiii.  9. 
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and  that  is^  the  subserviency  this  had  to  the  great  design  the  wisdom 
of  God  had  all  along  in  view,  viz.  the  sending  his  Son  in  the  fulness 
of  time,  to  save  and  to  redeem  mankind,  and  to  brinff  the  clearest 
and  most  perfect  revelation  of|his  will.  There  had  been  some 
general  promises  and  expectations  of  the  Redeemer  to  come  made 
and  communicated  to  mankind  from  the  beginning  of  the  world. 
But  this,  like  other  traditions  derived  from  the  earliest  ages,  was, 
in  process  of  time,  corrupted  and  lost ;  so  that  if  this  promise  and 
hope  had  been  left  merely  at  large  among  the  nations  in  general, 
there  would  have  been  scarce  any  traces  of  it  remaining.  This  the 
divine  wisdom  foresaw,  and  therefore  it  pleased  God  for  this,  as 
well  as  other  purposes,  to  select  a  peculiar  people,  to  be,  as  it  were, 
the  depositaries  of  that  hope  and  promise,  who  accordingly  were 
kept  distinct,  as  a  kind  of  special  inclosure  from  the  rest  of  man- 
kind. He  appointed  that  the  Saviour  who  was  to  come,  and  who 
had  been  foretold  from  the  beginning,  should  spring  and  arise  out 
of  that  nation,  and  from  a  particular  tribe  and  family  amongst 
them.  He  ordered  it  so,  that  many  of  their  laws  and  rights  had  a 
reference  to  this  great  event.  A  succession  of  prophets  was  raised 
among  them,  who  described  that  glorious  person  tnat  was  to  come 
by  his  most  remarkable  characters ;  foretold  the  benefits  of  his 
kmgdom,  and  plainly  pointed  out  the  time  and  place  of  his  birth, 
and  principal  circumstances  of  his  appearance.  And  accordingly 
among  that  |>eople  there  was  constantly  kept  up  a  belief  and  ex- 
pectation of  his  coming,  and  from  them  it  spread  generally  through 
the  nations.  All  this  prepared  the  world  for  receiving  him,  and 
together  with  the  illustnous  attestations  given  to  him  at  his  actual 
appearance,  by  the  miracles  he  performed,  by  his  resurrection  from 
the  dead,  and  the  consequent  effusion  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  yielded 
all  the  evidence  that  was  proper  in  a  case  of  such  vast  importance. 
Thus  that  peculiar  constitution  tended  to  keep  the  proofs  of  his 
mission  more  distinct,  and  give  them  a  greater  force.  Accordingly 
the  first  harvest  of  converts  to  Christianity  was  among  the  Jews, 
and  the  Jewish  proselytes,  who  were  prepared  for  it  by  the  know- 
ledge of  the  only  true  God,  and  the  belief  of  the  Mosaic  and  pro- 
phetical writings.  And  even  the  unbelieving  Jews,  who  rejected 
the  Messiah ;  when  he  actually  came,  were,  and  still  are,  without 
intending  it,  remarkable  witnesses  for  Christianity.  The  proofs 
drawn  from  those  books,  the  divine  inspiration  of  which  they  them- 
selves acknowledge,  come  with  greater  force  and  evidence  when 
transmitted  and  attested  by  enemies,  than  if  they  had  been  con- 
veved  to  us  by  them  as  fnends.  And  when  after  their  long  in- 
fidelity, the  body  of  them  shall  be  converted  to  the  Christian  mith, 
which  I  think  is  plain  from  what  the  apostle  Paul  saith  in  the 
eleventh  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  this  shall  give  a 
farther  evidence  in  favour  of  Christianity.  All  this  we  may  justly 
suppose  to  have  entered  into  the  scheme  of  God's  most  wise  pro- 
vidence, who  saw  all  things  from  the  beginning,  in  setting  apart 
the  Jews  to  be  a  peculiar  people  to  himself,  and  giving  them  such  a 
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constitution  whereby  they  were  to  be  kept  separate  and  distinct 
from  the  rest  of  mankind. 

These  several  observations  may  serve  to  give  us  an  idea  of  the 
Mosaic  constitution^  which  appears  to  have  been  excellently  fitted 
and  designed  to  preserve  the  Knowledge  and  worship  of  the  onl^ 
true  God,  in  opposition  to  all  idolatry,  to  guide  those  to  whom  it 
was  given  to  true  religion,  and  the  practice  of  righteousness ;  and 
to  preserve  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  Redeemer,  to  prepare  the 
world  for  his  coming,  and  give  fuller  attestations  to  him  when  he 
actually  came ;  and  consequently,  it  appears  that  this  constitution 
answered  many  wise  purposes  of  Divine  Providence,  and  was  made 
subservient  to  the  general  good  of  mankind. 

And  now  I  shall  proceed  to  consider  the  objections  this  writer 
brings  against  the  Mosaic  law  and  constitution.  He  pretends  to 
invalidate  the  truth  of  the  miraculous  attestations  whereby  that 
law  was  attested ;  he  argues  against  that  law  and  constitution, 
from  the  authority  of  St.  Paul,  and  from  the  pretended  inconsistency 
between  it  and  the  New  Testament ;  and  endeavours,  in  several 
instances  to  show,  that  it  was  in  itself  an  unrighteous  constitution, 
tyrannical  and  absurd,  and  unworthy  of  God. 

Let  us  first  consider  what  our  author  offers  against  the  truth  of 
the  extraordinary  miraculous ^ac^s  whereby  this  law  was  attested. 
And  the  way  he  goes  about  to  invalidate  them,  is  not  by  denying 
that  this  history  was  written  by  Moses,  or  proving  that  the  history 
is  false ;  but  he  undertakes  to  show,  that  the  relations  there  given 
us  of  those  facts  were  not  designed  to  be  understood  as  historical 
accounts  of  facts  that  really  happened,  but  purely  were  poetical 
embellishments,  like  the  fictions  oi  Homer,  and  never  intended  by 
Moses  himself  to  be  taken  in  a  literal  sense.  He  first  pretends  to 
give  an  account  of  the  original  of  miracles,  which  ^he  derives  from 
the  juggles  and  impostures  of  the  Egyptian  priests  :  '  Who  having 
set  themselves  diligently  to  the  study  of  occult  philosophy,  or 
natural  magic,  in  which  they  made  great  improvements,  and  which 
they  kept  as  deep  secrets  to  themselves,  made  the  people  beUeve 
that  they  had  an  immediate  intercourse  and  communication  with 
the  gods.  From  that  time  Egypt  became  a  land  of  miracles  and 
prodigies,  continually  wrought  by  these  holy  magicians,  which  had 
such  an  effect  upon  the  Israelites,  in  the  course  of  210  years,  whilst 
they  remained  m  Egypt,  that  nothing  could  influence  them  but 
miracles ;  and  they  would  never  have  regarded  Moses  if  he  could 
not  have  outdone  the  Egyptian  Sorcerers,'  pp.  241,  242.  And 
again  he  tells  us,  that  '  as  they  had  seen  nothing  for  200  years  to- 
gether but  miracles  and  prodigies,  wrought  by  these  priestly 
magicians,  they  could  conceive  of  no  other  way  of  receiving  in- 
formation and  instruction  from  God,'  pp.  247,  248.  And  then  he 
goes  on  to  observe, — 

That  *  Moses  and  the  prophets  being  under  a  necessity,  from  the 
blindness  and  obduracy  of  the  people,  always  wrote  with  a  double 
intention,  or  ambiguous  construction.  They  had  a  popular  political 
sense,  which,  as  the  most  literal  and  obvious,  was  most  suited  to  the. 
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gross  apprehensions,  prejudices,  and  superstitions  of  the  vulgar"; 
and  at  the  same  time  another  meaning  or  construction,  which  was 
the  true  and  ratiojial  one ;  but  to  be  supposed  and  understood  only 
by  the  wiser  sort,  the  case  was  this,  that  the  most  ancient  narrative 
authors,  whether  sacred  or  profane,  did  not  write  as  mere  his- 
torians, but  as  orators,  poets,  and  dramatists,  in  which  way  of 
w  riting  they  kept  up  to  strict  historical  truth,  as  to  the  fundamental 
leading  facts,  or  principal  events,  but  with  regard  to  the  manner 
and  circumstances  of  action,  the  orator  and  poet  often  took  the 
liberty  to  embellish  and  recommend  the  history  with  such  sensible 
images  and  dramatic  representations,  as  being  most  agreeable  to 
the  popular  taste,  and  vulgar  notions,  might  the  more  effectually 
move  and  direct  the  affections  and  passions  of  the  people,  as  the 
great  engines  and  springs  of  government.'  Thus  he  observes,  that 
*  Homer*s  account  of  the  Trojan  war,  and  of  the  conquest  of  the 
country  by  the  Greeks  is  historically  true,  as  to  the  principal  facts 
and  persons  concerned  on  both  sides ;  but  his  manner  and  circum- 
stances of  action,  his  miraculous  imagery,  and  poetic  ornaments, 
are  all  his  own,  like  our  Milton  and  Shakspeare.*  And  observes, 
that  '  the  history  of  the  Exodus  and  conquest  of  Canaan  relates  to 
things  done  600  years  before  Homer's  time,  and  is  written  much 
in  the  same  oratorial  and  dramatic  way ,-  that  these  poetic  beauties 
and  dramatic  representations  of  things  can  occasion  no  difficulty 
to  those  who  enter  into  the  spirit  and  design  of  the  author,  and 
who  can  distinguish  the  orator  or  poet  from  the  historian :  but 
vulgar  heads  must  make  strange  work  with  such  performances, 
who,  without  entering  into  the  spring  and  design,  should  under- 
stand every  thing  according  to  the  letter ;  and  this  was  the  case 
of  the  Jewish  nation,  with  regard  to  the  writings  of  Moses  and  the 
prophets,  and  St.  Paul  has  evidently  and  irrefutably  proved  it,* 
pp.  249—261. 

Let  us  suppose  all  that  this  writer  affirms  to  be  true  concerning 
the  Egyptian  priests  and  their  pretended  miracles  and  prodigies. 
I  think  it  clearly  follows  from  this  representation  of  things,  that  if 
they  pretended  to  work  miracles  in  support  of  idolatry,  and  made 
use  of  these  to  propagate  the  worship  of  demons,  this  made  it 
highly  becoming  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God,  when  he  had  it 
in  view  to  estaolish  a  constitution,  or  peculiar  polity,  and  give  a 
system  of  laws,  particularly  designed  in  opposition  to  the  spreading 
idolatry,  to  establish  it  by  such  extraordinary  and  amazing  acts  of 
power,  as  should  fully  exert  his  divinity  and  glory,  and  supreme 
dominion ;  works  of  such  a  nature,  that  none  of  the  pretended 
wonders  wrought  by  the  Egyptian  priests  or  magicians  could  be 
set  in  competition  with  them.  This  shows  the  propriety  of  all  those 
miraculous  works  done  in  Egypt,  those  signs  and  wonders,  as  they 
are  often  called,  done  in  the  land  of  Ham.  The  doing  these  things 
in  Egypt,  the  seat  of  idolatry,  from  whence  it  was  propagated  to 
other  nations,  was  such  a  triumph  over  all  their  idols,  and  those 
great  patrons  and  propagators  of  idolatry,  as  ought  to  have  had  a 
mighty  influence  upon  them.    The  plagues  and  judgments  inflicted 
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ypon  them^  should  have  awakened  them,  and  all  that  heard  of  these 
things,  to  serious  reflections.  And  God's  interposing  in  these  cir- 
cumstances, by  a  series  of  such  wonderful  works,  so  mr  superior  to 
all  that  were  wrought,  or  pretended  to  be  wrought,  in  favour  of 
idolatry,  was  of  great  service  for  the  establishing  true  religion  in 
the  world. 

If  the  miracles  wrought  by  Moses  had  not  been  of  a  very  extra- 
ordinary and  unparalleled  nature,  this  writer,  and  others  of 
his  way,  would  have  been  ready  to  say  there  was  nothing  in  them 
supernatural,  nothing  but  what  might  have  been  performed  by  the 
art  of  cunning  men,  or  by  skill  in  occult  philosophy,  and  natural 
magic.  And  yet  now  that  they  are  so  amazing  and  stupendous,  so 
beyond  all  parallel,  their  very  greatness  and  extraordinary  nature  is 
made  an  objection  against  them,  and  a  reason  for  not  believing 
them. 

This  writer  has  let  us  plainly  enough  know  that  he  does  not  be- 
lieve the  miracles  to  have  been  really  wrought,  that  are  recorded  in 
the  books  of  Moses,  to  have  been  wrought  in  Egypt,  and  in  the 
wilderness,  and  he  has  in  his  great  sagacity,  found  out  a  very  ex- 
traordinaiy  expedient  for  salving  the  credit  of  Moses,  and  yet  deny- 
ing the  truth  of  the  facts  which  he  relates.  He  has  discovered 
that  Moses's  history  is  a  poem,  and  that  all  these  accounts  of  facts 
are  only  poetical  embelUshments  or  fictions ;  and  that  he  always 
wrote  with  a  *  double  or  ambiguous  construction,'  the  one  full  of  the 
marvellous,  suited  to  the  'gross  apprehensions  of  the  vulgar,'  the 
other  the  true  *  and  rational  one,  to  be  understood  only  by  me  wiser 
sort.*  But  certainly,  never  was  there  any  thing  more  remote  from 
poetical  ornaments,  or  the  affectation  of  studied  oratory,  than  the 
Mosaic  history.  It  was  not  that  Moses,  if  he  had  dfesigned  to 
write  a  poem,  was  not  capable  of  doing  it  to  great  advantage.  The 
admirable  specimens  he  nas  given  us  of  this  kind,  in  the  song  he 
composed  on  occasion  of  the  Israelites  passing  the  Red  Sea,  and  in 
that  which  he  gave  to  them  a  little  before  his  decease,  and  in  the 
blessings  he  pronounced  upon  the  tribes,  show  the  sublimity  of  his 
figures,  noble  and  lofty  expressions,  beautiful  and  significant  meta- 
phors ;  but  in  the  body  ot  his  history,  where  he  gives  an  account 
of  laws  and  facts,  all  these  things  are  carefully  avoided.  Every 
thing  is  related  in  the  most  simple  unadorned  manner,  as  becomes 
plain  truth,  and  a  naked  narration  of  facts.  The  orator  and  poet 
nowhere  appears,  but  the  plain  grave  historian  and  lawgiver ;  the 
extraordinary  miraculous  facts  whereby  the  law  was  attested,  are 
proposed  to  the  people  as  things  that  really  happened,  yea,  as  things 
which  they  themselves  had  seen,  and  to  which  they  were  witnesses. 
He  appeals  to  the  body  of  the  people  concerning  the  truth  of  these 
facts,  and  founds  the  authority  ot  his  laws  upon  them.  And  will 
this.writer,  or  any  man  that  has  any  regard  to  reason  or  argument, 
say  there  is  any  parallel  between  this  and  the  writing  an  heroic 

Eoem  like  Homer  ?  or  can  any  man  of  common  sense  suppose  that 
[omer  intended  to  put  all  the  fictions  he  relates,  upon  the  people, 
for  things  that  literally  and  historically  happened  ? 
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':  If  Moees  himself  wrote  those  books  that  give  an  account  of  the 
laws  and  facts ;  and  we  have  as  full  a  proof  of  this,  as  we  can  have 
that  any  book  was  written  by  any  author  under  whose  name  it  goes ; 
for  we  have  the  constant  testimony  of  the  whole  nation  to  whom 
those  laws  were  given,  and  who  regarded  them  with  great  venera- 
tion, as  the  rule  of  their  polity;  and  of  all  other  nations  that  had 
occasion  to  mention  them,  still  ascribed  these  laws  and  writings  to 
Moses ;  and  which  ought  to  have  a  great  weight  with  Christians, 
they  are  all  along  ascribed  to  him  in  the  New  Testament  by  our 
Saviour  and  his  apostles ;  nor  do  I  find  that  our  author  himself 
denies,  but  rather  supposes  it :  I  say,  if  Moses  himself  wrote  those 
accounts  of  the  laws  and  facts,  they  were  written  and  published  at 
the  very  time  in  which  these  extraordinary  and  miraculous  facts 
were  said  to  be  done.  And  if  so,  the  facts  related  were  of  such  a 
nature,  that  it  was  impossible  the  people  should  not  know  whether 
they  had  really  happened  or  not ;  and  it  was  impossible  to  have 
imposed  them  upon  the  people  as  true,  or  made  them  to  have  be- 
lieved them  true,  if  they  had  not  known  them  to  be  so.  I  will 
grant  all  that  this  writer  is  pleased  to  suppose  concerning  the  stu- 
pidity and  blindness  of  the  Ismelites.  Let  us  suppose  them  to  have 
Deen  the  most  ignorant,  brutish,  superstitious  generaticHi  of  men 
that  ever  lived  upon  the  earth ;  yet  if  it  be  allowed  that  they  had 
their  senses  at  all,  and  that  they  could  tell  what  was  actually  done 
before  their  eyes,  which  I  think  is  but  a  reasonable  supposition, 
then  they  could  know  whether  these  things  were  done  in  fegypt,  at 
the  Red  Sea,  and  in  the  Wilderness,  which  Moses  told  them  were 
done  in  their  own  sight.  Could  they  possibly  have  been  persuaded 
that  they  were  brought  out  of  Egypt  by  such  a  series  of  mighty 
stupendous  acts  done  in  their  own  view ;  that  they  had  passed 
through  the  Red  Sea  as  on  dry  land,  whilst  the  army  of  Egypt,  fol- 
lowing them,  were  overwhelmed  with  the  waters,  and  that  they 
themselves  had  seen  it ;  that  when  they  were  ready  to  perish  for 
thirst  in  the  wilderness,  Moses  only  struck  the  rock  in  their  siffht, 
and  waters  gushed  out  in  abundance  like  a  river,  of  which  they 
drank  plentifully  and  their  cattle ;  that  they  were  present  when  the 
law  was  promulgated  with  such  amazing  solemnity  amidst  the  most 
awful  thunders  and  lightnings,  and  that  the  words  were  distinctly 
pronounced  in  their  own  hearing ;  that  they  had  been  fed  in  the 
barren  wilderness  for  forty  years  together,  by  bread  that  fell  from 
heaven  six  days  in  the  week  and  intermitted  the  seventh,  and  that 
they  themselves  had  gathered  it,  and  lived  upon  it  all  along.  I  say, 
could  a  whole  nation  possibly  have  been  made  to  believe  that  all 
these  things  had  happened  to  themselves,  and  in  their  own  sight, 
if  it  had  not  been  so  ?  This  were  the  wildest,  the  most  extrava- 
gant supposition  in  the  world ;  nor  is  a  man,  that  is  capable  of 
making  such  a  supposition  fit  to  be  disputed  with  any  longer,  since 
it  is  scarcely  possible  to  drive  any  man  to  a  greater  absurdity. 
Nor  is  it  less  absurd,  to  suppose  that  any  man  in  his  senses,  much 
less  so  wise  a  man  as  Moses  certainly  was,  would  have  taken  such 
a  way  as  this  of  dealing  with  the  people,  and  would  have  appealed 
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to  them  concemiDg  such  facts,  of  the  falsehood  of  which  the  whole 
nation  conld  have  convinced  him,  if  they  had  not  been  true.  This 
would  have  been  to  have  taken  the  most  effectual  way  in  the  world 
to  defeat  his  own  desi^»  by  putting  the  credit  of  his  own  divine 
mission,  and  the  authority  of  nis  laws,  upon  facts  of  so  public  a 
nature,  which  it  was  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  contradict, 
and  which  the  meanest  of  the  people,  that  had  the  use  of  their 
senses,  must  on  that  supposition  nave  known  to  be  false.  And  the 
frequent  murmurings  against  Moses,  and  the  opposition  made  to 
his  authority  and  to  his  laws,  many  of  which  were  contrary  to  the 
people's  deeply  imbibed  prejudices  and  customs,  shows  that  it 
would  not  have  been  easy  to  have  managed  them,  if  they  had  not 
been  fully  convinced  that  all  those  facts  to  which  Moses  appealed 
were  true.  His  exhortations  to  the  people  in  the  book  of  Deuter- 
onomy, not  long  before  his  death,  when  he  made'a  solemn  repetition'of 
the  laws  and  facts ;  I  say,  the  pathetical  exhortations  he  gives  them 
to  obedience,  are  founded  on  those  facts,  and  have  a  constant  refer- 
ence to  them ;  and  they  are  delivered  with  the  greatest  gravity  and 
solemnity,  and  at  the  same  time  with  the  greatest  plamness  and 
simplicity,  and  a  most  fatherly  tenderness  and  compassion  towards 
the  people.  They  have  all  the  marks  of  seriousness  and  truth  that 
any  thing  can  possibly  have.  And  as  he  commanded  the  people  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  laws  he  had  given  them  in  the  name 
of  God,  and  to  teach  them  diligently  to  their  children,  so  also  to 
instruct  them  in  the  great  things  which  God  had  done  for  them,  or 
the  extraordinary  miraculous  facts  wrought  in  attestation  of  those 
laws.  Besides  all  which,  he  instituted  sacred  rites,  which  vieve  to 
be  observed  by  all  the  people,  with  great  solemnity,  at  stated  times 
every  year,  on  purpose  to  keep  up  tne  remembrance  of  these  extra- 
ordinaiy  facts,  ana  to  transmit  them  to  future  generations.  And 
accordingly,  the  memory  of  these  wonderful  facts  was  still  preserved, 
and  the  truth  of  them  acknowledged,  by  the  whole  nation,  and  that 
in  the  times  of  their  greatest  degeneracy,  and  under  all  the  revolu- 
tions of  their  government.  In  tul  their  public  monuments,  in  all  the 
writings  that  were  published  in  different  ages  among  them,  there  is 
a  constant  reference,  not  only  to  these  laws  as  given  by  Moses  to 
their  nation,  but  to  the  wonderful  facts  that  were  done  in  attestation 
of  these  laws,  as  of  undoubted  credit. 

As  to  what  our  author' talks,  of  a  double  sense  in  the  writings  of 
Moses  and  the  prophets,  the  one  designed  for  the  vulgar,  the  other 
for  the  wiser  sort ;  it  is  to  be  observcwl,  that  he  is  only  for  admitting 
this  double  sense  in  the  historical  narration  of  facts  related  in  the 
writings  of  Moses ;  but  he  denies  that  any  of  the  laws  of  Moses,  or 
the  prophecies,  have  any  mystical  or  typical  sense  at  all,  or  any 
farther  reference  than  the  mere  letter;  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
take  notice  afterwards.  Thus  the  laws  of  Moses,  and  the  prophe- 
tical writings,  must  be  taken  in  a  literal  or  mystical  sense,  just  as 
he  thinks  will  best  answer  the  end  he  has  in  view,  of  exposing  them. 
Prophecies  delivered  in  figurative  expressions,  and  the  whole  turn 
of  which  leads  to  a  farther  view,  they  are  to  be  carried  no  farther 
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than  the  bare  letter ;  but  matters  of  fact  told  in  a  plain  simple 
manner  must  be  figurative  and  mystical.  He  tells  us  indeed  that 
this  pretended  figurative  sense  of  the  facts  was  ^  understood  by  the 
wiser  sort.'  But  it  is  certain  that  in  this  respect  there  was  no 
difference  between  the  wise  men  and  the  vulvar  among  the  Jews^ 
all  without  exception  believed  the  account  of  these  extraordinary 
miraculous  feats  recorded  by  Moses;  even  their  wisest  men,  whose 
admirable  writings,  far  superior  to  those  of  the  most  celebrated 
philosophers,  show  them  to  have  been  men  of  excellent  sense  and 
knowledge,  and  just  notions  of  things. 

But  what  is  most  extraordinary,  our  author  is  for  bringing  in  the 
apostle  Paul  as  a  voucher  to  prove  that  the  facts  recorded  in  the 
law  of  Moses,  were  no  more  than  poetical  embellishments.  He 
says  that  apostle  *  has  evidently  and  irrefutably  proved  '  that  the 
Jews  were  in  the  wrong  in  understanding  the  writings  of  Moses 
according  to  the  letter,  that  is,  in  taking  the  facts  there  recorded, 
(for  of  these  the  author  is  there  speaking)  for  things  that  realljr  and 
literally  happened,  see  p.  261.  But  nothing  can  be  more  evident 
to  any  one  tnat  is  acquainted  with  the  wntings  of  St.  Paul,  than 
that  whenever  he  has  occasion  to  refer  to  any  of  the  extraordinary 
miraculous  facts  done  in  attestation  of  the  Mosaical  dispensation, 
he  always  supposes  them  to  be  things  of  undoubted  truth  and 
credit,  and  which  really  and  actually  happened ;  but  with  respect 
to  some  of  the  rites  prescribed  in  the  law  of  Moses,  he  shows  they 
had  a  farther  view  to  the  gospel  times,  as  types  and  shadows  of 
good  things  to  come,  and  were  desired  as  preparatory  to  the  dis- 
pensation of  the  Messiah.  Now  this  the  author  ventures  to  con- 
tradict, and  in  opposition  to  the  apostle  boldly  asserts,  that  the  law 
of  Moses  had'  no  such  typical  view  or  mystical  sense  at  all ;  but 
with  regard  to  the  historiou  facts  which  are  plainly  and  clearly  re- 
lated, these  things  are  only  to  be  understood  and  taken  in  a  mysti- 
.cal  or  allegorical  sense*  And  this  he  would  pass  upon  us  for  St. 
Paul's  opinion,  as  if  this  was  that  spiritual  and  typical  sense  of  the 
law  which  that  apostle  pleads  for.  The  most  extensive  charity 
scarce  leaves  room  to  suppose  that  this  author  is  so  blind  as  not  to 
know  that  this  is  gross  and  wilful  misrepresentation. 

But  let  us  consider  what  he  pretends  to  offer  as  a  proof  that  the 
miraculous  facts  recorded  in  the  writings  of  Moses,  and  by  which 
that  law  was  attested,  are  not  to  be  understood  in  a  literal  sense ; 
that  is,  as  he  intends  it,  that  they  were  not  types  in  fact,  nor  ac- 
counts of  things  that  really  happened,  but  merely  poetical  embel- 
lishments. 

He  says,  p.  251 :  ^  Should  we  take  this  drama  in  the  obvious 
literal  sense  [that  is  if  we  take  the  historical  accounts  Moses  gives 
to  be  really  true]  we  must  suppose  him  to  have  been  a  more 
fabulous  romantic  writer  than  Homer,  iEsop,  Ovid,  or  any  of  the 
heathen  poets  and  mythologists.'  This  is  very  boldly  and  confi- 
dently said  after  the  author's  manner,  but  let  us  see  what  proof  he 
brings  of  so  strange  an  assertion. 

He  saith  that,  ^  if  the  history  of  the  Exodus,  as  he  calls  it,  or 
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deliverance  out  of  Egypt,  and  conquest  of  Canaan  be  taken  in  the 
literal  obvious  sense,  we  must  suppose  that  God  in  those  days  ap- 
peared, spoke,  and  acted  like  a  man,  or  a  finite  circumscribed 
Bein^,  in  a  visible  sensible  manner ;  that  he  conversed  intimately 
and  familiarly  with  Moses,  as  a  man  talketh  with  his  friend ;  that 
he  went  out  of  Egypt  at  the  head  of  the  Israelites'  army,  and 
walked  with  them  through  the  Red  Sea ;  that  he  travelled  up  and 
down  with  them  forty  years  in  the  wilderness,  always  at  the  beck 
or  call  of  Moses,  to  consult  and  talk  with  him  upon  every  occa- 
sion ;  that  God,  in  a  visible  sensible  manner,  as  personally  present, 
always  gave  Moses  the  word  of  command  when  tney  should  march, 
and  when  they  should  not,  and  marked  out  every  foot  of  ground 
from  time  to  time  for  the  encampments  of  their  respective  tribes. 
In  short,  God  himself,  as  visibly  and  personally  present,  acted  as  a 
Genera],  and  Moses  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  follow  orders,  and 
obey  the  word  of  command,  and  which  a  fool  might  have  done  as 
well  as  a  wise  man.'  p.  262. 

And  is  this  ail  the  proof  he  brings,  that  the  historical  facts  re- 
corded in  the  writings  of  Moses,  are  no  more  to  be  credited  than 
^sop's  Fables,  or  Ovid's  Metamorphoses,  because  there  are  some 
metaphorical  expressions  used,  which,  as  they  are  circumstanced, 
and  comparing  one  part  of  these  writings  with  another,  can  scarce 
mislead  the  meanest  understandings  ?  and  I  will  undertake  to  say 
that  whatever  opinion  he  has  of  the  stupidity  of  the  Jews,  they 
were  not  so  senseless  as  to  understand  those  expressions  in  that 
sense  he  puts  upon  them,  though  they  all  firmly  believed  the 
facts. 

He  would  have  it  believed  that  according  to  the  literal  obvious 
sense  of  the  Mosaic  history,  God  is  represented  to  the  people  as  a 
finite  circumscribed  Beins,  appearing  to  the  Israelites  aJl  along  in 
the  shape  of  a  man,  walking  as  such  with  them  through  the  Ked 
Sea,  gomg  at  the  head  of  Uieir  army  as  their  General,  and  tra- 
velling up  and  down  with  them  throueh  the  wilderness,  &c., 
whereas  tnere  is  not  one  passage  in  the  whole  account  that  repre- 
sents God  as  appearine  to  the  Israelites  in  human  shape ;  but  the 
very  contrary  is  direcUy  and  strongly  asserted,  and  that  as  the 
foundation  of  the  laws  that  were  ^ven  them.  They  are  expressly 
forbidden  to  worship  God  by  any  image  or  corporeal  representation 
whatsoever,  or  unaer  ^  the  likeness  of  any  thing  in  heaven  and 
earth,'  and  that  because  they  saw  'no  manner  of  similitude,'  when 
the  Lord  spake  unto  them,  Deut.  iv.  12,  16.  Where  would  have 
been  the  force  of  this,  if  it  had  been  represented  to  them  that  God 
continually  walked  among  them  and  before  them  in  human  shape? 
All  that  can  be  gathered  from  the  obvious  sense  of  the  Mosaic 
account,  literally  understood,  is  this :  That  as  it  pleased  God  for 
wise  ends  to  select  the  people  of  Israel  as  a  peculiar  people  to  him- 
self, «o,  in  order  to  impress  them  with  a  more  lively  sense  of  his 
immediate  presence  and  divine  majesty,  he  manifested  himself 
among  them  by  a  visible  'cloud  of  glory/  the  illustrious  symbol 
and  token  of  his  special  presence ;  which  exhibited  a  wondrous 
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Splendour  without  any  human  shape  or  bodily  form.  This  cloud 
of  glory  conducted  the  people  in  their  joumeyings  through  the 
wilderness.  Thither  Moses  had  frequently  recourse  for  direction, 
and  probably  received  orders  and  instructions,  by  a  voice  proceed- 
ing from  amidst  that  glory.  All  this  vras  indeed  a  marvellous  in- 
stance of  goodness  and  condescension  in  the  Supreme  Being,  but  it 
can  never  be  proved  to  have  any  thin^  in  it  absurd  or  unworthy  of 
Ood,  and  inconsistent  with  his  essential  attributes  and  perfections. 
1  suppose  this  author  himself  will  hardly  deny  that  though  God  is 
every  where  essentially  present,  yet  he  can  give  more  illustrious 
displays  and  exhibitions  of  his  divine  presence  and  majesty  by  a 
visible  external  glory  and  splendour  in  some  places,  and  on  some  oc- 
casions than  others ;  and  that  he  can  also,  if  he  pleases,  either  by 
his  own  immediate  power,  or  by  the  ministry  oi  angels,  form  an 
audible  voice,  by  wnich  he  may  declare  his  will  to  one  or  more 
among  mankind,  outwardly  to  tneir  ears  as  well  as  inwardly  by 
immediate  impressions  on  the  mind.  It  doth  not  follow  from  either 
of  these  suppositions  that  God  is  a  finite  limited  Bein^,  or  that  his 
Essence  is  circumscribed,  or  confined  to  the  particular  place, 
where  it  pleaseth  him  thus  peculiarly  to  manifest  his  special  pre- 
sence. Nor  does  it  appear  tnat  the  meanest  of  the  Jews  ever  un- 
derstood it  so,  who  are  every  where  taught  in  the  writings  of  Moses 
to  form  the  noblest  conceptions  of  the  divine  majesty  and  great- 
ness, as  the  Maker  and  lK>rd,  the  Preserver  and  Governor  of  the 
world,  and  as  filling  the  whole  universe  with  his  glory,  the  God 
'  in  heaven  above,  and  in  earth  beneath,'  as  it  is  expressed,  Deut. 
iv.  29. 

As  to  that  passage  he  produces  where  God  is  said  to  speak  to 
Moses  face  to  face,  as  a  man  speaketh  to  his  friend,  it  is  plain  it  is 
to  be  understood  only  of  the  clear  open  familiar  manner,  in  which 
God  condescended  to  reveal  himself  to  Moses  above  any  of  the 
other  prophets.  The  apostle  Paul  useth  such  a  phrase  as  this  to 
signify  the  clearness  and  perfection  of  our  knowledge  in  heaven ; 
that  then  we  shall  'not  see  through  a  glass  darkly,  but  shall  see 
face  to  face/  And  does  it  follow  that  oecause  such  a  phrase  as 
this  appears  in  the  writings  of  Moses,  a  phrase  which,  as  it  there 
stands,  has  no  difficulty  in  it,  and  is  very  easy  to  be  understood  ; 
that  therefore  his  whole  history  is  a  fiction,  and  the  facts  there  re- 
lated, though  told  in  a  plain  simple  manner,  are  all  hyperbole  and 
romance? 

Will  this  vnriter  pretend  that  it  is  beneath  the  majesty  of  God, 
to  concern  himself  m  so  peculiar  a  manner  for  one  particular  peo- 
ple, and  to  grant  them  such  visible  tokens  of  his  sp^ecial  presence, 
and  take  them  under  his  immediate  conduct  and  government?  But 
if  it  be  not  unworthy  of  his  general  Providence  for  him  to  take  care 
of,  and  concern  himself  for  particular  persons  and  their  affiurs,  I 
do  not  see  how  it  can  be  proved  inconsistent  with  his  glory  and 
perfection  to  manifest  his  presence  in  a  special  manner,  and  to  give 
remarkable  proofs  of  his  tender  care  towards  a  whole  nation,  in 
order  to  keep  them  close  to  his  worship  and  service,  and  secure  a 
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regard  to  the  laws  he  had  been  pleased  to  give  them.  All  that  can 
be  said  in  that  case  is,  that  it  was  a  most  amazing  condescension, 
and  a  wonderful  grace  and  goodness,  and  so  it  is  that  he  should 
concern  himself  with  mankind  at  all.  And  as  this  author  seems 
to  think  it  unworthy  of  the  Divine  Majesty  to  concern  himself  so 
particularly  in  the  direction  and  government  of  that  people,  so 
there  have  been  persons  that  from  pretended  high  thoughts  of  God, 
have  judged  it  unworthy  of  his  greatness  to  concern  himself  with 
men  or  their  affairs  at  all,  and  thus  have  been  for  complimenting 
him  out  of  his  Providence.  And  others  have  denied  his  continual 
agency  and  influence  in  the  government  of  the  world,  which  they 
suppose  to  be  a  great  machine  first  made  and  put  in  motion  by  a 
divine  hand  and  then  left  to  itself,  and  to  the  laws  established  in 
the  beginning ;  under  pretence  that  it  is  unworthy  of  him  continu- 
ally to  interpose  in  a  way  of  immediate  agency :  whom  this  writer 
zealously  opposes,  and  seems  to  account  little  better  than  atheists. 

But  he  urges  it  faither  as  another  absurdity  in  the  literal  sense 
of  the  story  :  *  That  such  was  the  interest  of  Moses  with  God  that 
he  could  make  him  do  whatsoever  he  pleased.  He  often  changed 
his  mind  when  he  had  resolved  to  destroy  the  people,  and  prevailed 
with  him  to  go  further  when  he  had  determined  to  leave  them  and 
go  no  further  ;  and  this,  lest  the  Egyptians  should  mock  the  God 
of  Israel,  and  say  that  he  was  not  aole  to  conduct  them  through 
the  wilderness,  and  give  them  possession  of  the  land  which  he  had 
promised  them,  and  for  which  he  had  engaged  his  honour  and 
veracity,  for  above  400  years  before,  to  do  it  at  this  very  time. 
This  was  the  main  topical  argument  which  Moses  is  said  to  have 
used  with  God,  and  by  which  he  gained  his  ends  in  every  thing 
but  the  main  point,  which  was  the  conquest  of  the  country,  which 
these  Israelites  were  never  able  to  do  till  David's  days,  about  400 
years  after  the  promise  to  Abraham  was  expired.  It  is  true  they 
conquered  and  took  possession  of  a  small  part  of  the  country  upon 
the  mountains ;  but  they  could  not  drive  the  inhabitants  out  of  the 
plains,  because  they  had  chariots  of  iron,  or  because  God  never 
enabled  them  as  infantry  to  stand  before  the  Canaanites'  horse.' 
pp.  252,  263. 

As  to  Moses's  interest  with  God,  as  he  calls  it,  supposing  Moses 
to  have  been  what  he  really  was,  an  excellent  person,  a  devout 
fearer  and  lover  and  adorer  of  the  Deity ;  I  can  see  no  absurdity 
in  supposing  that  he  had  an  interest  with  God,  if  by  that  be  meant 
no  more  than  that  God  had  a  regard  to  his  humble  and  earnest 
supplications.  But  that  he  could  not  make  God  do  whatsoever  he 
pleased,  as  this  writer  ridiculously  expresseth  it,  is  evident,  because 
we  are  there  expressly  told  that  he  could  not  procure  that  his  own 
life  should  be  prolonged,  so  as  to  enter  actually  into  the  promised 
land,  though  he  earnestly  desired  it,  see  Deut  iii.  23 — 26.  In  his 
prayers  for  the  people  we  may  observe  a  deep  humility  and  pro- 
found reverence  for  the  Divine  Majesty,  a  fervent  zeal  for  the  glory 
of  God,  and  for  the  interest  of  true  religion  in  the  world,  and  a 
most  affectionate  concern  and  love  for  the  people,  whose  welfare  he 
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valued  more  than  his  own  life,  or  the  particular  advancement  of 
himself  or  his  family.  These  were  noble  and  excellent  dispositions, 
and  where  is  the  absurdity  of  supposing  that  a  wise,  and  noly,  and 
merciful  God,  had  a  regard  to  the  supplications  he  offered  for  the 
people,  flowing  from  such  excellent  aispositions  ?  Certainlv  the 
reflections  the  author  here  makes  are  very  little  consistent  with  the 
zeal  he  elsewhere  seems  to  express  for  the  duty  of  prayer,  since 
they  are  really  no  other  than  the  objections  that  others  advance 
against  prayer  in  general.  When  he  talks  of  God*s  changing  his 
mind,  and  altering  his  resolution  upon  Moses's  addressing  him,  I 
ask,  is  it  in  no  case  proper  to  apply  to  God  by  prayer,  for  obtaining 
blessings  for  ourselves  or  others,  and  for  deprecating  evils,  or 
averting  threatened  or  deserved  judgments?  and  may  it  not  well 
be  supposed  that  God  hath  a  regard  to  prayer  as  a  necessary  con- 
dition for  obtaining  these  blessings,  or  averting  those  evils  ?  And 
when  he  hearkens  to  those  prayers,  he  cannot  be  justly  said  to 
change  his  mind,  or  alter  his  purpose,  since  he  does  no  other  than 
what  he  had  before  determinea  to  do.  For  he  both  foresaw  those 
prayers  and  determined  to  hear  them,  and  not  to  confer  those 
olessings,  or  avert  those  judgments,  if  those  prayers  had  not  been 
offered.  There  is  nothing  in  all  this  but  what  every  man  must  ac- 
knowledge who  stands  up  for  prayer  as  a  duty. 

To  apply  this  to  the  present  case:  God  had  determined  to 
punish  andi  abandon  the  Israelites  for  their  idolatry  and  wicked- 
ness, if  Moses  should  not  interpose  and  intercede  by  humble  and 
earnest  supplications ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  perfectly  knew  that 
Moses  would  thus  interpose,  and  had  determined  to  grant  his  hum- 
ble request  in  their  behalf.  And  in  this  view  all  is  perfectly  con- 
sistent. He  knew  that  his  threatening  to  forsake  and  punish 
them  for  their  sins,  would  give  occasion  to  that  good  and  excellent 
man  to  plead  with  him  by  earnest  prayer,  and  thereby  show  his 
love  to  the  people,  and  zeal  for  the  divme  glory,  which  pra]rers  he 
had  determined  to  grant.  And  there  was  a  manifest  propriety  in 
it,  that  Grod  should  not  pardon  and  restore  the  people  but  upon 
Moses's  intercession,  as  this  tended  to  procure  a  greater  affection 
and  veneration  for  him  in  their  minds,  and  to  engage  them  to  pay 
a  greater  regard  to  the  laws  he  gave  them  in  the  name  of  God. 

With  re^rd  to  the  topical  argument,  as  this  writer  calls  it,  which 
Moses  made  use  of  in  pleading  with  God  for  the  Israelites  ;  if  he 
had  fairly  represented  it,  there  would  have  appeared  nothing  in  it 
absurd,  or  unfit  for  such  a  man  as  Moses  to  make  use  of,  as  the 
case  was  circumstanced,  and  for  God  to  have  a  regard  unto.  If 
Moses  prayed  to  God  at  all  to  avert  deserved  judgments  from  the 
people,  was  it  not  proper  for  him  to  use  reasons  or  arguments 
numbly  to  enforce  nis  petitions?  One  would  think  that  this 
author,  who  would  be  thought  such  an  advocate  for  prayer,  and 
who  passes  such  severe  censures  on  those  who  ridicule  and  discard 
it,  should  readily  ^rant  this.  If  it  be  allowable  for  us  to  offer  up 
our  requests  to  God,  then  certainly  it  must  be  also  allowed  to  be 
very  proper  for  us  to  urge  our  requests  with  such  reasons  or  argu- 
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ments  as  may  be  fit  for  reasonable  beings  to  offer  to  that  God  who 
condescends  to  admit  our  supplications.  Since  this  tends  very 
much  to  the  exercising  and  strengthening  those  good  affections 
and  pious  dispositions^  which  it  is  one  great  design  of  the  duty  of 
prayer  to  exercise  and  improve.  Now  I  cannot  see  what  more 
proper  arguments  Moses  could  have  made  use  of  as  the  case  was 
circumstanced^  than  what  he  did.  For  what  arguments  can  be 
more  fit  to  be  offered  to  the  Supreme  Being  than  [those  that  are 
drawn  from  what  is  becoming  his  government  and  excellencies,  his 
wisdom,  his  faithfulness  and  truth,  his  goodness  and  mercy,  and 
from  a  regard  to  the  honour  of  his  name,  and  the  interest  of  true 
religion  in  the  world?  And  such  as  these  are  the  arguments 
Moses  makes  use  of,  as  appears  from  the  several  passages  that  re- 
late to  this  matter,  see  Exod.  xxxii.  9,  14,  Numb.  xiv.  13 — 16, 
Deut.  ix.  25 — 29.  Though  no  doubt  his  prayers  were  more  at 
large  than  is  there  recorded,  and  delivered  with  the  greatest  hu- 
mility and  earnestness,  and  it  is  only  a  very  short  abstract  and 
summary  of  them  that  is  there  given  us.  And  the  particular  argu- 
ment which  this  author  is  pleased  to  ridicule,  was  very  proper,  and 
of  great  force,  if  taken  out  of  his  ludicrous  and  sneering  manner  of 
representing  it ;  viz.,  drawn  from  the  reflections  the  Egyptians  and 
other  idolatrous  nations  would  cast  on  the  only  true  God,  if  he  de- 
stroyed that  people  whom  he  had  so  miraculously  delivered,  and 
whom  he  seemecf  to  have  chosen  peculiarly  to  himself;  and  the  oc- 
casion they  would  thence  take  to  harden  themselves  in  their  idola- 
try, and  in  their  opposition  to  God  and  his  worship ;  and  to  charge 
him  with  unmercitulness,  with  breach  of  promise,  or  want  of  power. 
All  this  Moses  humbly  represents  in  his  prayers  to  God ;  and  God 
perfectly  knew  all  this  before  Moses  represented  it,  and  had  de- 
termined to  act  in  a  manner  becoming  his  own  supreme  wisdom 
and  ^lory.  But  it  was  his  will  that  Moses  should  thus  plead  with 
him  m  order  to  his  showing  favour  to  so  guilty  people,  and  avert- 
ing the  judgments  he  had  threatened,  and  they  had  deserved.  In 
like  manner  whenever  God  hath  regard  to  the  humble  and  earnest 
prayers  of  good  men,  he  well  knows  beforehand  all  that  they  can 
urge  and  represent  before  him,  yet  he  will  have  these  things  repre- 
sented by  themselves,  as  a  condition  of  his  doing  it  for  them. 

As  to  what  this  writer  adds,  as  if  God  did  not  after  all  perform 
his  promise  to  Abraham  and  the  Israelites,  since  they  were  not  put 
in  full  possession  of  the  promised  land  till  the  time  of  David,  400 
years  after  the  lime  fixed,  for  that  promise  was  expired;  I  need 
not  say  much  to  it,  since  he  himself  in  several  passages  of  his  book 
acknowledges  and  asserts  that  this  promise  was  conditional ;  and 
that  *  had  the  conditions  been  performed  by  Abraham's  family  and 
posterity,  no  doubt  but  the  grant  on  *God's  part  had  been  made 

food,'*  see  p.  259.  It  is  certain  that  Moses  declares  to  the 
sraelites  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  caUing  heaven  and  earth  to 
witness,  that  their  obtaining  the  possession  of  the  promised  land, 
and  continuing  in  it  depended  on  their  obedience  to  the  divine 
law,  and  keeping  close  to  his  true  worship  and  service,  and  that 
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otherwise  they  themselves  should  perish  out  of  the  land,  see  Deut. 
iv.  25,  2B,  &C.,  and  many  other  passages  to  the  same  purpose.  To 
which  it  may  be  added,  that  it  is  most  expressly  again  and  again 
declared  and  foretold,  that  Cxod  would  not  drive  out  the  Canaanites 
from  before  them  *  all  at  once,  but  by  little  and  little,'  see  Exod. 
xxiii.  29 — 31,  Deut  vii.  22,   23,  which  was  most  literally  and 

f)unctually  fulfilled.  It  is  scarce  worth  while  to  take  notice  of  his 
ittle  sneers,  though  often  repeated  by  the  late  vn-iters  on  that  side, 
concerning  God's  not  being  able  to  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  the 
vallies,  because  they  had  cnariots  of  iron.  The  passage  referred  to 
is  Judges  i.  19 :  'And  the  Lord  was  with  Judah,  and  he  drove  out 
the  inhabitants  of  the  mountain,  but  could  not  drive  out  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  valley,  because  they  had  chariots  of  iron.'  All  that 
can  be  fairly  gathered  from  this  passage,  is  this,  that  the  tribe  of 
Judah  attacked  the  inhabitants  ot  the  mountains,  and  God  pros- 
pered and  gave  them  success ;  but  they  suffered  themselves  to  be 
affrighted  and  disheartened  by  the  iron  chariots  of  the  Canaanites 
that  dwelt  in  the  valleys,  and  therefore  durst  not  venture  to  attack 
them.  And  this  their  diffidence  and  distrust,  and  not  the  strength 
of  the  Canaanites,  was  the  true  cause  of  their  not  being  able  to 
subdue  them.     When  the  tribes  of  Ephraim  and  Manasseh  ex- 

}>ressed  the  same  apprehensions,  Joshua  reproves  them  for  their 
ears,  and  assures  them  that  if  they  did  not  suffer  themselves  to  be 
discouraged  they  should  drive  out  the  Canaanites,  *  though  they 
were  strong,  and  had  iron  chariots,'  Josh.  xvii.  16,  18.  And  certain 
it  is,  that  the  reason  why  the  men  of  Judah  could  not  drive  out 
the  Canaanites,  was  not,  as  this  writer  is  pleased  ludicrously  to 
represent  it,  'because  the  Lord  never  enabled  the  Israelites  as 
infantry  to  stand  before  the  Canaanites*  horse.'  For  Joshua  at- 
tacked and  destroyed  a  mighty  host  of  the  Canaanites,  ^though  they 
had  horses  and  chariots  very  many,'  Josh.  xi.  4, 7,  8,  9,  and  after- 
wards we  find  Sisera  and  his  numerous  army,  with  300  chariots  of 
iron,  was  entirely  defeated  by  a  small  number  of  IsraeUtes  under 
Barak,  Judges  iv.  3,  7,  15. 

This  is  all  that  this  writer  is  pleased  to  offer  to  show  that  Moses's 
history  when  taken  in  the  literal  sense  is  more  absurd  and  romantic 
than  Homer,  or  ^sop's  Fables,  or  Ovid's  Metamorphoses.  But 
though  he  has  discovered  a  very  strong  inclination  to  prove  this, 
nothingcan  be  more  miserable  than  the  attempts  he  has  made  this 
way.  jFor  any  thing  that  he  offers  to  the  contrary,  Moses's  his- 
tory still  holds  good ;  and  the  miraculous  extraordinary  facts  were 
really  done  as  recorded ;  and  if  they  were,  they  yield  an  invincible 
attestation  to  the  truth  and  divinity  or  the  laws  thus  attested  and 
confirmed,  and  manifestly  show  them  to  have  proceeded  from  God. 
And  it  cannot  without  the  highest  absurdity  be  supposed,  that  such 
glorious  exhibitions  of  the  divine  power  and  majesty  should  ever 
have  been  given  in  favour  of  an  imposture. 

I  shall  next  proceed  to  consider  what  our  author  offers  against 
the  divine  original  of  the  law  of  Moses  from  the  authority  of  St. 
Paul,  and  the  pretended  opposition  and  inconsistency  between  that 
law  and  the  New  Testament.  ^.g.,^^,  .^  Google 
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The  Author's  Aignments  against  the  law  of  Moses  from  the  Authority  of  St*  Paul  con* 
sidered.  Our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  Apostle  Paul,  strongly  assert  and  confirm 
the  divine  original  of  the  Law  of  Moses.  The  diminishing  and  degrading  manner  in 
which  that  Apostle  seems  sometimes  to  speak  of  that  Law,  accounted  for.  The  In- 
stances the  Author  produces  to  show  that  there  was  no  end  of  the  Law  but  what  the 
Apostle  expressly  contradicts,  examined.  The  attempt  he  makes  to  prove  that  there 
was  no  such  Typicel  or  Mystical  Sense  of  the  Law  as  St.  Paul  supposes  in  his  Argu- 
ings  with  the  Jews.  No  Absurdity,  but  a  Beauty  and  Harmony  in  supposing  that 
what  is  obscurely  hinted  at  in  the  Law  is  more  clearly  revealed  in  the  Gospel. 

This  author  proposes  the  question  to  be  debated,  *  whether  the 

E)8itive  and  ceremonial  law  of  Moses,  commonly  called  the  Levitical 
aw,  or  the  law  concerning  their  priesthood,  was  originally  a  divine 
institution  or  revelation  from  God,  to  be  afterwards  nullified, 
abolished,  and  set  aside  by  another  revelation ;  or  whether  it  was  a 
mere  piece  of  carnal  worldly  policy.*  This  latter  part  of  the  ques- 
tion is  what  he  undertakes  to  maintain,  and  which  is  more  extraor- 
dinary, he  declares,  that  ^if  he  cannot  make  it  appear  that  St. 
Paul,  when  he  comes  to  be  rightly  understood,  is  plainly  on  his 
side,  he  will  give  up  the  argument.'  p.  23, 

He  manages  this  in  a  great  many  words  with  some  digressions 
from  p.  S4  to  p.  80  ;  but  though  he  seems  in  putting  the  question 
to  confine  it  to  the  part  of  the  law  of  Moses  that  relates  to  the 
priesthood,  yet  it  is  plain  he  intends  it  against  the  divine  original 
of  the  whole  law ;  and  his  arguments,  if  they  prove  any  thing,  prove 
that  it  was  wholly  a  political  institution ;  and  that  no  part  of  it 
came  by  immediate  revelation  from  God.  And  it  is  evident  either 
the  whole  law  was  by  immediate  revelation  from  God,  or  no  part 
of  it  was  so,  since  Moses  equally  professed  to  receive  the  wnole 
from  God ;  and  the  many  extraordinary  miraculous  attestations 
that  were  given  to  it,  if  they  confirmed  that  law  at  all,  extended 
equally  to  the  confirmation  oi  the  whole. 

Before  I  enter  on  the  particular  consideration  of  what  this  writer 
'  offers  on  this  head,  I  sliall  first  show  that  the  apostle  Paul  did 
himself  believe,  and  all  along  in  the  plainest  manner  suppose  and 
assert,  that  the  law  of  Moses  was  originally  a  divine  institution  or 
revelation  from  God.  And  no  words  can  be  more  strong  and  full 
to  this  purpose  than  that  remarkable  passage,  2  Tim.  iii.  16,  16. 
He  is  there  writing  to  his  beloved  Timothy  a  little  before  his  own 
death,  whom  this  author  represents  as  the  only  teacher  in  that  age, 
who  heartily  joined  with  the  apostle  Paul  as  his  faithful  helper  and 
fellow-labourer,  p.  72.  And  was  of  the  same  opinion  with  him  in 
the  controversy  concerning  the  law  of  Moses,  in  opposition  to  the 
Christian  Jews.    The  apostle  might  therefore  use  freedom  with 
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him,  and  was  under  no  temptation  to  disguise  his  sentiments  to 
him^  as  our  author  insinuates  he  was  frequently  obliged  to  do  on 
other  occasions.  And  he  there  commends  Timothy,  for  that  from 
a  child  he  had  known  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  declares  that  they 
were  able  to  make  him  wise  unto  salvation.  Where  by  the  holy 
Scriptures  he  incontestably  refers  to  the  writings  of  the  Old  Testa- 
inenty  viz.  those  of  Moses  and  the  prophets,  which  were  the  only 
Scriptures  Timothy  could  have  been  acquainted  with  from  his 
childhood.  And  he  adds,  that  all  Scripture  (or  the  whole  Scrip- 
ture) *  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine, 
for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness.'  No 
declaration  can  possibly  be  plainer  for  the  divme  authority  and 
inspiration  of  Moses  and  the  prophets,  whose  writings  he  mani- 
festly understands  by  what  he  there  calls  the  Scripture.  And  in- 
deed nothing  is  more  usual  with  this  apostle  in  all  his  epistles,  than 
when  he  bnngs  passages  out  of  the  law  of  Moses  to  call  it  the 
Scripture,  and  cite  it  as  of  divine  authority  ;  see  Rom.  iv.  3,  ix. 
17  ;  Gal.  iii.  8,  iv.  30  ;  1  Tim.  v.  8.  And  having  occasion  to  men- 
tion a  particular  command  of  the  law  of  Moses,  and  which  seemed 
to  be  of  a  civil  nature,  he  supposes  that  God  gave  that  command, 
1  Cor.  ix.  9.  He  mentions  it  as  the  signal  advantage  of  the  Jews 
above  the  Gentiles,  *  that  unto  them  were  committed  the  oracles  of 
God/  Rom.  iii.  1,  2.  And  of  those  oracles  the  law  of  Moses  was 
certainly  regarded  as  a  principal  part.  Acts  vii.  38.  And  again, 
that  to  them,  viz.  the  Jews,'peitained  the  covenant,  and  the  giving 
of  the  law,  and  the  service  of  God,'  Rom.  ix.  4,  where  he  evidently 
refers  to  the  Levitical  Service  and  worship.  In  the  whole  epistle 
to  the  Hebrews,  where  it  is  his  great  design  to  show  the  supreme 
excellency  of  the  evangelical  dispensation  above  the  Mosaical,  he 
all  along  evidently  supposes  the  law  of  Moses,  and  the  manner  of 
worship  and  divine  service  there  prescribed,  to  have  been  originally 
from  God,  and  of  divine  appointment.  He  expressly  saith,  that 
'  Christ  Jesus  was  faithful  to  him  that  appointed  hiifa,  as  also  Moses 
was  faithful  in  all  his  house,'  Heb.  iii.  2,  6.  Where  it  is  undeni- 
ably evident,  that  he  supposes  that  God  sent  and  appointed  Moses 
as  truly  as  he  did  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  Moses  was  faithful,  and 
kept  close  to  what  God  had  appointed.  With  respect  particularly 
to  the  Levitical  priesthood,  he  supposes  this  to  have  been  of  divine 
institution,  and  that  Aaron  was  called  of  God  to  be  high  priest, 
and  did  not  take  this  honour  unto  himself,  Heb.  v.  4,  and  viii.  5, 
he  saith, '  the  priests  under  the  law  serve  to  the  example  and  sha- 
dow of  heavenly  things,  as  Moses  was  admonished  of  God  when  he 
was  about  to  make  the  tabernacle;  for  see,  (saith  he)  that  thou 
make  all  things  according  to  the  pattern  showed  to  thee  in  the 
mount.'  Where  he  expressly  represents  Moses  as  receiving  orders 
from  God  by  divine  revelation  relating  to  the  sanctuary  and  priest- 
hood. And  when  he  set  himself  to  prove  Heb.  viii.,  that  the  first 
covenant,  that  is,  the  Mcjaical  economy  was  abolished,  he  still  sup- 
poses at  the  same  time,  that  it  had  God  for  its  author,  as  well  as 
the  second  more  excellent  and  perfect  dispensation  that  was  to 
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succeed  it.  And  this  also  appears  from  the  quotation  he  produced 
from  the  prophet  Jeremiah  to  prove  it ;  '  Behold  the  days  come, 
saith  the  Lord,  when  I  will  make  a  new  covenant  with  the  house 
of  Judah,  not  according  to  the  covenant  which  I  made  with  their 
fathers,  when  I  took  them  by  the  hand  to  lead  them  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt;  Heb.  viii.  8, 9,  10  ;  see  also  Heb.  ix— 20.  Where 
it  is  plainly  implied  and  asserted  that  God  was  the  author  of  the 
first  covenant,  made  with  the  children  of  Israel  by  the  hand  of 
Moses. 

From  all  this  I  think  it  is  evident  as  the  plainest  words  can 
make  it,  that  the  apostle  Paul  still  represents  the  Mosaical  law, 
and  particularly  that  part  of  it  relating  to  the  priesthood  and  cere- 
monies to  have  been  originally  a  divme  institution.  And  indeed 
in  this  belief  he  only  followed  the  sentiments  of  his  great  Lord 
and  Master  Jesus  Christ,  who  in  all  his  discourses  to  the  people 
and  to  his  own  disciples,  whenever  he  hath  occasion  to  mention 
the  law  of  Moses,  always  speaks  of  it  in  a  manner  that  shows 
he  regarded  it  as  originally  of  divine  appointment.  He  declares 
in  the  most  express  manner  that  he  *  came  not  to  destroy  the  law 
and  the  prophets,  but  to  fulfil  them;'  that  is,  he  came  not  to 
deny  and  subvert  their  divine  authority,  but  to  fulfil  the  true  and 
proper  design  and  end  of  them  ;  to  confirm  and  perfect  the  moral 
precepts,  to  fulfil  and  give  the  substance  of  the  types  and  cere- 
monies, which  the  apostle  tells  us  were  the  '  shadow  of  good  things 
to  come,  but  the  body  is  of  Christ,'  and  to  accomplish  the  pre- 
dictions there  contained.  And  he  declares  that  *'  till  heaven  and 
earth  pass  away,  one  jot  or  tittle  should  not  pass  away  from  the 
law  till  all  be  fulfilled,^  Matt.  v.  17,  18  ;  Luke  xvi.  17.  And  I  do 
not  know  whether  any  words  could  more  strongly  assert  its  divine 
original,  and  that  no  part  of  it  should  fail  of  its  just  accomplish- 
ment. He  severely  reproves  the  Pharisees  for  '  teaching  for  doc- 
trines the  commandments  of  men,'  and  making  *  void  the  law  of 
God  by  their  traditions ;'  and  by  the  law  of  God  he  understands  the 
commandments  given  by  Moses,  which  he  there  calls  the  com- 
mandments of  G51,  and  the  word  of  God,  in  opposition  to  human 
inventions  and  traditions,  Mark  xii.  3,  9,  13.  In  the  remarkable  pa- 
rable of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus,  he  refers  them  to-the  law  of  Moses 
and  the  prophets,  as  exhibiting  a  sufficient  signification  of  the 
divine  will,  and  that  if  they  did  not  hear,  that  is,  believe  and  obey 
them,  neither  would  they  '  be  persuaded  though  one  rose  from  the 
dead,'  Luke  xvi.  29 — 31.  He  tells  the  Sadducees,  that  they 
erred,  *  not  knowing  the  Scriptures,  and  the  power  of  God,'  and 
he  explains  what  he  means  by  the  Scriptures,  by  referring  to  the 
book  of  Moses,  Mark  xii.  24—26.  And  lastly,  after  his  resurrec- 
tion, when  *  beginning  at  Moses  and  the  prophets,  he  expounded 
to  his  disciples  in  all  the  Scriptures  the  things  concerning  himself,' 
Luke  xxiv.  39..  And  again,  when  he  said  to  them,  'These  are  the 
words  which  I  spake  unto  you,  whilst  I  was  with  you,  that  all 
things  must  be  fulfilled,  which  were  written  in  the  Law  of  Moses, 
and  in  the  prophets,  and  in  the  Psalms  concerning  me,'  ver.  44^ 
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45.  Can  any  thing  be  a  plainer  proofs  that  he  would  have  his  dis- 
ciples regard  the  writings  of  Moses  and  the  prophets  as  of  divine 
original,  and  containing  a  true  revelation  from  God  ? 

Having  thus  shown  that  the  apostle  Paul,  in  conformity  to  the 
example  of  our  blessed  Saviour  himself,  asserted  the  divine  original 
of  the  law  of  Moses,  let  us  now  consider  the  account  this  writer 
gives  of  the  opinion  of  that  great  apostle  in  this  matter,  by  whose 
judmnent  he  pretends  he  is  willing  to  be  determined. 

He  represents  it  as  the  sense  of  the  apostle  Paul,  that  *  the  ritual 
and  ceremonial  law  of  Moses  was  carnal,  worldlt/,  and  deadly^  and 
in  its  original,  proper  and  literal  sense  had  neither  any  thing  of 
truth  or  goodness  in  it,  but  was  a  blinding  enslaving  constitution, 
and  such  an  intolerable  yoke  of  darkness  and  bondage,  tyranny 
and  vassalage,  wrath  and  misery,  that  neither  they  nor  their  fathers 
were  able  to  bear.  And  how  St.  Paul  could  declare  all  this,  with 
any  notion  or  belief  of  the  ritual  ceremonial  law  and  priesthood,  as 
a  jivine  institution  or  revelation  from  God,  he  would  be  glad  to 
know,  pp.  29,  30,  and  he  asks,  p.  32,  whether  God  can  *  establish 
iniquity  DV  a  law,'  or  whether  a  law,  which  in  St.  Paul's  opinion 
introduced  and  confirmed  a  state  of  civil  and  religious  blindness 
and  bigotry,  tyranny  and  slavery,  could  in  the  same  judgment  have 
been  oiiginally  a  divine  institution  and  an  immediate  revelation 
from  God  ?  and  he  observes  that  it  was  not  only  the  abuses  of  the 
law  that  he  lays  his  charge  against,  but  that  it  was  the  law  itself, 
in  its  own  intrinsic  constitution  and  natural  tendency,  that  in  St. 
Paul's  language  and  style  was  'carnal,  worldly,' and  'deadly.* 
He  thinks  these  to  be  plain  declarations  that  *  such  a  law  could 
never  be  of  divine  institution,  and  consequently  there  needed  no 
new  revelation  to  set  it  aside,'  pp.  61,62,  And  whereas,  *St. 
Paul  argues  for  setting  aside  the  obligation  of  the  ceremonial  law, 
because  it  was  fulfilled,  abolished,  and  done  away,  by  the  death  of 
Christ ;  and  because  the  law  having  been  originally  mtended  only 
as  a  figure  and  type  of  the  better  things  to  come,  that  is,  of  Christ 
and  the  gospel  dispensation,  it  was  hereby  to  cease,  and  to  be  abo* 
lished  for  ever :'  this  writer  takes  upon  him  to  affirm,  that  '  he  did 
not  argue  thus  firom  the  truth  of  things,  and  on  the  foot  of  any  re- 
velation from  God  in  that  case  made  to  him,  but  argued  ad  homi- 
nem  only  against  the  Jews,  as  endeavouring  upon  prudential  and 
political  principles  to  set  aside  that  absurd,  tyrannical,  blinding, 
and  enslaving  law  of  his  country.  For  that  the  ceremonial  law 
never  had  any  repeal  or  abrogation  by  any  new  revelation  he  thinks 
is  plain  firom  the  practice  of  St.  Paul  himself,  who  when  he  could 
not  carry  this  point  of  setting  aside  and  abrogating  the  ceremonial 
law;  submitted  to  it  as  long  as  he  lived,  as  did  all  the  Jewish  pro- 
selytes in  the  apostolical  times :  he  submitted  to  it,  not  as  binaing 
the  conscience  in  point  of  religion  and  acceptance  with  God,  but  in 
his  political  capacity,  as  the  law  of  his  country,  and  as  a  matter  of 
human  liberty.  Whereas  had  he  thought  it  an  original,  immediate, 
positive  institution  from  God,  and  afterwards  nulled  and  abrogated 
by  the  same  authority,  he  could  not  have  submitted  to  it,  consist- 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE   LAW   OF    MOSES    CONSIDERED.  51 

ent  with  his  declared  judgment  and  conscience,'  p.  52 — 64.  Fi- 
nally he  declares,  that  the  truth  is,  '  St.  Paul  was  the  great  free- 
thinker of  his  age,  the  bold  and  brave  defender  of  reason  against 
authority,  in  opposition  to  those  who  had  set  up  a  wretched  scheme 
of  superstition,  blindness  and  slavery,  contrary  to  all  reason  and 
common  sense,  and  this  under  the  specious  pretence  of  a  divine 
institution  and  revelation  from  God,*  p.  71. 

Before  I  proceed  to  a  distinct  consideration  of  what  this  writer 
here  offers,  I  would  first  observe  what  a  strange  representation  he 
makes  of  the  apostle  Paul,  at  the  same  time  that  he  affects  to  com- 
mend and  to  admire  him,  and  pretends  to  have  as  good  an  opinion 
of  that  great  apostle  as  any  man  can  have,  p.  21.  It  cannot  be 
denied  mat  in  all  his  epistles  he  cites  the  Mosaical  and  prophetical 
writings  as  of  divine  authority;  he  delivered  those  writings  to  all 
the  churches  of  the  Gentiles  among  whom  he  preached,  and  whom 
he  instructed  in  the  Christian  religion,  under  the  notion  of  Scrip- 
ture, or  divinely  inspired  writings ;  and  yet  at  the  same  time,  ac- 
cording to  this  author,  he  was  persuaded  that  the  law  of  Moses  was 
no  revelation  from  God  at  all,  out  a  pernicious  imposture  put  upon 
the  world,  in  the  name  of  God  ;  a  mere  piece  of  carnal  policy,  and  • 
one  of  the  most  absurd  and  tyrannical  and  unreasonable  constitu- 
tions that  were  ever  imposed  upon  any  nation.  A^iu,  he  declared 
that  many  of  the  rites  of  the  law  of  Moses,  in  their  original  inten- 
tion, were  of  a  figurative  and  typical  nature,  designed  to  prefigure 
Christ,  and  his  ^nefits,  and  to  be  '  the  shadow  of  good  things  to 
come  ;'  whereas,  according  to  this  writer  he  himself  knew  and  be- 
lieved that  they  had  no  such  original  intention  and  design  at  all. 
*  He  insisted  upon  it  that  he  had  received  an  immediate  revelation 
from  God'  concerning  the  abrogating  the  ceremonial  law,  as  our 
author  himself  acknowledges,  p.  79,  and  yet  he  represents  him  as 
havine  proceeded  wholly  upon  political  and  prudential  principles  ; 
and  that  he  himself  well  knew  he  had  received  no  revelation  from 
God  at  all  relating  to  that  matter,  but  only  made  the  Jews  believe 
so,  that  he  might  the  better  carry  his  point  with  them.  I  cannot 
see  how  a  man  that  could  prevancate  at  so  strange  a  rate,  could 
deserve  to  be  called  a  '  bold  and  brave  defender'  of  relidon  and 
liberty  ;  or  how  this  is  consistent  with  the  character  he  elsewhere 
gives  of  him,  that  he  '  was  a  man  of  the  strictest  honesty  and  inte- 
grity,' p.  69.  I  know  not  what  scheme  of  morals  our  moral  philo- 
sopher nath  formed  to  himself  for  the  regulating  of  bis  own  con- 
duct ;  but  such  a  conduct  is  no  way  suitable  to  the  character  of  the 
aposUe  Paul,  or  the  principles  upon  which  he  acted.  He  was  far 
from  allowing  that  maxim,  that  it  is  lawful  *  to  do  evil  that  good 
may  come  of  it.'  He  rejects  the  imputation  of  it  with  the  utmost 
abhorrence,  and  passes  a  most  severe  censure  on  those  that  govern 
themselves  by  such  maxims,  for  he  pronounces  that  their  '  damna- 
tion is  just,*  Rom.  iii.  8.  Though  he  always  showed  the  greatest 
condescension  and  tenderness  for  weak  consciences,  yet  he  never 
allowed  himself  in  deliberate  fraud  and  imposture,  or  to  do  things 
contrary  to  truth  and  good  conscience,  under  pretence  of  complying 
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with  their  prejudices.  He  manifested  on  all  occasions  an  unshaken 
and  unparalleled  fortitude  and  constancy  in  the  cause  of  God,  and 
truth,  and  religion,  even  though  he  exposed  himself  by  it  to  the 
greatest  sufferings.  In  a  word,  he  could  say,  that  his  'rejoicing 
was  this,  the  testimony  of  his  conscience,  that  in  simplicity  and 
godly  sincerity,  not  in  fleshly  wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  he 
had  his  conversation  in  the  world,'  2  Cor.  i.  12.  It  is  certain 
therefore  this  excellent  apostle  was  incapable  of  a  conduct  so  little 
reconcileable  to  truth  or  common  honesty,  as  that  which  this 
writer  ascribes  to  him.  And  therefore  those  expressions  in  which 
he  seems  to  speak  in  disadvantageous  terms  of  the  law  of  Moses, 
could  never  be  intended  by  him  in  that  sense  which  our  author 
thinks  fit  to  put  upon  them,  and  which  is  directly  contrary  to  his 
declared  sentiments. 

But  let  us  consider  this  matter  more  distinctly.  It  is  plain  that 
the  apostle  Paul  had  a  great  controversy  relatmg  to  the  law  of 
Moses  with  some  Judaizing  teachers  of  that  age,  to  which  he  refers 
in  almost  all  his  epistles.  There  were  many  that  had  then  con- 
ceived a  very  high  and  extravagant  opinion  of  that  law,  as  so  ab- 
solutely per^ct  in  itself  that  it  was  never  to  be  changed  or  altered, 
nor  any  of  its  rites  abrogated  ;  but  was  to  be  of  standing  perpetual 
obligation, and  was  to  extend  to  all  nations;  that  a  strict  observance 
of  all  the  commands  and  ritual  disjunctions  there  prescribed,  was 
the  only  way  of  justification  and  obtaining  the  favour  of  God,  and 
that  without  this  the  Gentiles  themselves  could  not  be  saved.  This 
was  the  doctrine  of  the  persons  mentioned.  Acts  xv.  24,  and  of 
those  against  whom  the  apostle  argues  in  his  epistle  to  the  Gala- 
latians,  who  comtrained  the  Christian  converts  to  be  circumcised^ 
and  to  observe  the  Law,  that  is,  obliged  them  to  it  as  absolutely 
necessary  to  salvation,  even  though  they  had  been  Gentiles. 

Now  in  opposition  to  these  persons  St.  Paul  doth  not  allege,  as 
this  author  would  have  it,  that  the  law  of  Moses  was  not  origmaily 
of  Divine  institution.  For  this  he  all  along  supposes,  yea,  and 
directly  and  strongly  asserts  it,  as  hath  been  shown  ;  but  that  it 
was  never  designed  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation ;  that  it  was  an 
imperfect  dispensation,  suited  to  the  imperfect  state  of  the  Church, 
and  fell  greatly  short  of  the  clear  light,  the  spiritual  glory,  and 
perfect  liwrty  of  the  Gospel.  That  in  the  intention  of  God,  and 
in  its  original  proper  design,  the  law  was  a  temporary  subservient 
dispensation,  designed  to  make  way  for  a  more  pure  and  spiritual 
ana  perfect  dispensation,  of  which  Christ  was  tne  author.  That 
therefore  these  false  teachers  greatly  mistook  and  perverted  the 
original  design  of  that  law,  and  the  end  for  which  it  was  given ; 
and  that  taken  in  their  perverted  sense,  and  as  opposed  by  them  to 
the  grace  of  the  Gospel,  it  would  prove  of  baa  consequence  to 
those  that  put  their  trust  in  it,  and  expected  justification  from  it. 
But  he  abhors  the  charge  as  if  he  supposed  the  law  to  be  sin,  or  to 
bring  death  in  its  own  nature,  see  Uoni.  vii.  7 — 13,  which  yet  is 
the  representation  this  writer  thinks  fit  to  make  of  the  apostle's 
sense;  as  if  he  held  the  law  to  be  in  itself  deadly,  and  that  the  es- 
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tablishing  the  Mosaic  constitntion  was  '  establishing  iniquity  by  a 
law.'  He  expressly  denies  that  in  its  original  constitution  and 
design  it  was  all  '  against  the  promises  of  God/  Gal.  iii.  21.  And 
upon  the  whole  shows  that  it  was  designed  for  a  time  till  *  the  seed 
should  come,  to  whom  the  promise  was  made/  Gal.  iii.  19,  and  its 
rites  and  ordinances  were  '  imposed  until  the  time  of  reformation,' 
Heb.  ix.  10 ;  that  is,  till  the  introducing  that  more  perfect  dispen- 
sation to  which  the  other  was  intended  to  be  subservient  and  pre- 
paratory. That  the  Jews  were  kept  under  it,  shut  up,  or  separated 
from  other  nations,  under  its  strict  discipline  and  injunctions,  *  till 
the  faith  should  be  revealed,'  Gal.  iii.  23.  And  that  now  Christ 
was  come,  he  hath  *  abolished  the  law  of  commandments,*  and 
hath  taken  down  the  *  partition  wall*  between  Jews  and  Gentiles, 
Eph.  xi.  16;  so  that  now  we  are  no  longer  *  under  the  law/  but 
*  under  grace,'  Rom.  vL  14.  This  is  evidently  the  apostle  Paul's 
scheme,  the  doctrine  which  he  teacheth  with  regard  to  the  law  of 
Moses.  In  which,  directly  contrary  to  what  the  writer  alleges,  it 
is  plainly  supposed  that  the  law  of  Moses  was  originally  a  divine 
institution  or  revelation  from  God,  which  was  afterwards  abolished 
and  set  aside  by  another  revelation  :  though  it  was  not  so  imme- 
diatelj/  and  expressly  abolished  as  to  render  it  absolutely  unlawful 
for  any  persons  at  that  time  to  observe  those  legal  rites.  The 
apostle  Paul  was  for  showing  great  condescension  to  those  be- 
lieving Jews,  who  though  they  looked  for  salvation  through  the 
mercy  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  yet  from  a  <;onftcientious  scruple 
were  for  observing  the  Mosaical  rites  themselves,  but  did  not  impose 
them  upon  the  Gentiles.  And  he  thought  it  lawful  on  some  occa- 
sions to  observe  those  rites  himself  in  condescension  to  their  in- 
firmities. And  his  practice  and  sentiments  in  this  matter  were 
agreeable  to  those  of  the  other  apostles.  Whilst  in  the  mean  time 
care  was  taken  by  the  doctrine  they  all  taught,  to  remove  the  pre- 
judices of  the  Jewish  Christians,  and  to  give  them  a  full  view  of 
the  liberty  with  which  Christ  came  to  make  them  free.  But  I 
shall  have  occasion  to  consider  this  at  large,  and  set  the  conduct  of 
the  apostle  Paul  and  the  other  apostles  in  a  proper  light,  and  show 
the  harmony  there  was  between  them,  when  I  come  more  particularly 
to  examine  the  objections  the  author  raises  on  this  head  against 
the  New  Testament. 

Let  us  consider  what  he  produces  to  prove,  that  St.  Paul,  con- 
trary to  his  own  express  declarations,  did  not  look  upon  the  law  of 
Moses  to  be  of  divine  original.  And  what  he  seems  chiefly  to 
insist  upon  is  the  disadvantageous  character  the  apostle  gives  of 
that  law,  representing  it  as  a  'yoke  of  bondage/  and  its  ordinances 
as  '  carnal/  &c.  But  it  is  not  hard  to  account  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  speaks  of  the  law  of  Moses,  if  we  keep  his  scheme  and 
design  in  view. 

U  is  certain  that  the  apostle  represents  those  that  are  under  the 
law  as  in  a  state  of '  bondage,'  and  a  subjection  to  his  rites  he  calls 
a  *  yoke  of  bondage.'  This  our  author  often  repeats,  as  if  it  was 
in  St.  Paul's  opinion,   '  an  enslaving  constitution  contraiy  ta4he 
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natural  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind,  a  state  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious tyranny  and  slavery,  an  intolerable  yoke  which  neither  they 
nor  their  fathers  were  able  to  bear.'  It  is  to  be  observed  that  these 
last  expressions  which  the  author  ascribes  to  the  apostle  Paul,  p.  29, 
and  which  are  at  least  as  strong  as  any  that  he  makes  use  of,  were 
used  not  by  him  but  by  St  Peter,  Acts  xv.  10;  and  yet  this  writer 
himself  will  not  pretend  that  Peter  intended  bjr  these  expressions 
to  signify  that  the  law  of  Moses  was  not  of  divine  original ;  since 
all  along  he  supposes  him  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  Judaizing  Chris- 
tians, wno  stood  up  for  the  divine  authority  and  obligation  of  that 
law  in  opposition  to  St.  Paul.  All  that  he  intends  to  signify  by 
this  manner  of  expression,  is  only  that  the  ritual  injunctions  and 
ceremonies  of  the  law  were  difBcult  and  burdensome  in  the  observ- 
ance ;  and  it  is  a  wa^  of  speaking  common  almost  to  all  languages 
for  persons  to  be  said  not  to  be  able  to  bear  a  thing  which  they 
cannot  bear  without  great  labour  and  difBculty.  And  yet  those 
numerous  rites  prescribed  in  the  law,  however  burdensome  they 
might  be  in  the  observance,  were  instituted. for  very  wise  ends  and 
valuable  purposes,  and  were  very  proper  for  the  state  of  the  Church 
and  people  to  whom  they  were  given.  And  this  is  what  the  apostle 
Paul  plainly  signifies  even  in  that  very  passage  where  he  represents 
the  being  '  under  the  law'  as  a  state  of  *  bondage,*  Gal.  iv.  3,  9. 
He  had  observed  in  the  preceding  chapter,  ver.  24,  25,  that  '  the 
law  was  our  schoolmaster  to  bring  us  unto  Christ,  but  after  that 
faith  is  come  we  are  no  longer  under  a  schoolmaster.  Where  it  is 
evident  that  he  speaks  not  merely  of  the  moral  law  as  the  author 
would  have  it,  p.  26,  but  of  the  ceremonial  Invf.  And  in  pursuance 
of  the  same  metaphor  he  saith,  ch.  iv.  1 — 3,  *  Now  I  say  that  the 
heir,  as  long  as  he  is  a  child,  differeth  nothing  from  a  servant, 
though  he  be  Lord  of  all ;  but  is  under  tutors  and  governors,  until 
the  time  appointed  of  the  Father,  even  so  we  when  we  were  chil- 
dren were  m  bondage  under  the  elements  of  the  world.  Where  it 
is  plain  what  he  means  by  '  bondage,'  not  that  the  law  is  *  a  blind- 
ing enslaving  constitution,  contrary  to  the  natural  rights  and  liberties 
of  mankind,  but  is  such  a  bondage  as  an  heir  is  under  whilst  he  is 
a  child,  the  bondage  of  being  under  tutors  and  governors,  and  sub- 
ject to  a  discipline,  which,  though  it  may  seem  hard  and  severe, 
yet  is  useful  ana  necessary ;  so  the  various  injunctions  of  the  law, 
though  they  might  seem  a  troublesome  yoke,  yet  were  very  useful 
and  well  suited  to  the  state  of  the  Church,  at  the  time  in  which  it 
was  given.  But  as  it  would  be  wrong  to  keep  the  heir  in  such  a 
subjection,  and  under  the  discipline  of  a  child,  when  he  is  out  of 
his  non-age,  and  arrived  to  a  state  of  maturity ;  and  it  would  argue 
a  very  strange  and  mean  temper  of  mind  for  him  to  be  willing  to 

Eut  himself  under  that  pedagogy  again,  or  to  exercise  himself  in 
is  childish  rudiments,  when  he  had  obtained  his  manly  freedom ; 
so  it  would  be  a  strange  conduct  when  we  are  freed  by  the  Gospel 
from  the  pasdagogy  of  the  law,  and  brought  under  a  more  manly 
and  perfect  dispensation  to  be  willing  to  return  to  it  again.  On 
this  account  he  might  justly  expostulate  as  he  does,^r.  9,  \  How 
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turn  ye  again  to  the  weak  and  beggarly  elements,  whereunto  ye 
desire  again  to  be  in  bondage  ?'  and  '  Stand  fast  in  the  liberty 
wherewith  Christ  hath  made  us  free^  and  be  not  entangled  again 
with  the  yoke  of  bondage/  ch.  v.  1. 

And  whereas  in  the  passage  now  cited.  Gal.  iv.  3,  the  apostle 
calls  the  Mosaic  rites  the  '  elements  of  the  world/  and  '  weak  and 
beggarly  elements/  and  elsewhere  calls  its  ordinances  *  carnal  or- 
dinances/ Heb.  ix.  10,  it  is  evident  that  his  desigh  is  not  to  sig- 
nify that  the  ceremonial  law  was  not  originally  a  divine  institution, 
but  a  '  mere  piece  of  carnal  worldly  policy,  which  is  the  inter- 
pretation this  writer  puts  upon  those  expressions :  but  as  he  com- 
pares their  being  under  the  law  to  an  neir's  being  under  the  dis- 
cipline of  tutors  and  governors  whilst  he  is  a  child,  so  carryihg  on 
the  same  metaphor  he  calls  the  Mosaic  rites,  the  elements  or  rudi- 
ments  of  the  world.  As  an  heir  '  is  under  tutors  and  governors 
until  the  time  appointed  of  the  Father ;  even  so  when  we  were 
children,  were  in  bondage  under  the  elements  of  the  world/  It  is 
an  allusion  to  the  way  of  instructing  children  ;  he  calls  them  *  the 
elements  aroix'^ia ;'  so  the  grammarians  call  the  first  principles  or 
letters,  out  of  which  the  syllables  are  compounded  that  are  after- 
wards formed  into  words.  So  that  he  compares  the  being  under 
the  le^al  rites,  to  children's  beginning  first  to  learn  their  letters, 
or  bemg  entered  into  their  first  rudiments.  And  he  calls  them 
*  the  elements'  or  'rudiments  of  the  world/  to  signify  that  with 
respect  to  the  matter  of  them  they  were  taken  from  the  things  of 
this  world,  and  were  of  an  inferior  earthly  nature  compared  with 
the  more  sublime  and  spiritual  dispensation  of  the  Gospel.  Under' 
the  law  the  people  were  instructed  in  a  manner  suitable  to  their 
state  of  childish  weakness ;  for  they  were  as  yet  imperfect  and 
rude  in  the  knowledge  of  religion,  nor  fitted  for  the  simplicity  of  a  • 
pure  and  spiritual  institution,  in  which  there  were  but  few  external 
rites.  It  pleased  God,  therefore,  to  deal  with  them  as  children, 
and  to  exercise  their  obedience  by  employing  them  in  many  inferior 
ritual  services  in  condescension  to  their  infirmity,  till  the  proper 
season  came  for  their  being  raised  to  a  more  pure  and  noble  and 
spiritual  worship.  Maimonides  gives  pretty  much  the  same  ac- 
count, and  yet,  I  believe,  nobody  will  pretend  to  say  that  be  denied 
the  law  of  Moses  to  be  of  divine  original,  or  looked  upon  it  to  be  a 
mere  piece  of  carnal  worldly  policy.  He  supposes  that  as  God  did 
not  bring  the  Israelites  directly,  and  all  at  once  into  Canaan,  but 
after  a  long  circuit  through  the  wilderness,  so  he  did  not  give  the 
people  the  best  and  most  exalted  scheme  of  religion  at  first,  but 
such  as  they  were  capable  of.  He  condescended  to  their  weakness, 
and  brought  them  on  gradually  as  the^  could  bear  it,  that  they 
might  arrive  at  last  to  the  thing  he  principally  aimed  at,  right  ap- 
prehensions of  him,  and  the  enectual  forsaking  of  idolatry.  This 
18  the  substance  of  a  remarkable  passage  in  Maimonides,  More 
Nevoch.  p.  iii.  cap.  32.  And  in  tne  same  chapter  he  also  ob- 
serves, that  as  because  animals,  when  they  are  born  are  tender  and 
not  fit  to  be  nourished  with  dry  or  strong  meat,  therefore  God 
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hath  provided  milk  for  them,  that  by  such  a  kind  of  moist  diet 
suited  to  the  temperament  of  their  bodies  they  might  be  nourished, 
till  by  degrees  they  obtain  strength  and  firmness  ;  so  there  is  some- 
thing like  this  in  the  manner  of  government  of  the  great  and  good 
God  with  regard  to  several  things  in  the  law.  And  he  applies  this 
observation  particularly  to  some  of  the  rites  there  prescribed,  and 
to  the  pompous  external  way  of  worship  by  priests,  temple,  and 
sacrifices,  which  he  supposes  to  be  instituted  in  condescension  to 
their  weakness,  because  the  people  could  not  then  bear  a  more 
spiritual  and  exalted  way  of  worship. 

It  appears  then  that  m  the  judgment  of  the  wisest  amon^  the 
Jews  themselves,  who  are  most  zealous  for  the  divine  authority  of 
the  Hiw  of  Moses,  the  representation  the  apostle  Paul  makes  of 
the  comparative  imperfection  of  the  law  of  Moses  as  a  dispensation 
suited  to  the  weakness  and  to  the  imperfect  state  of  the  Church  and 

Eeople  at  that  time,  was  not  inconsistent  with  the  behef  of  its 
avmg  been  originally  appointed  by  God  himself.  But  especially 
the  consistency  of  this  appears  if  it  be  farther  considered  that  the 
apostle  represents  the  legal  rites  not  only  as  instituted  in  conde- 
scension to  their  weakness,  but  at  the  same  time  as  designed  and 
contrived  by  divine  wisdom  to  be  *  shadows  and  types  of  good 
things  to  come,'  and  preparatory  to  a  more  excellent  and  perfect 
state  of  things  that  was  to  be  introduced  under  the  Messiah. 

When,  therefore,  he  calls  the  legal  rites  *  weak  and  beggarly 
elements  or  rudiments,'  he  speaks  in  opposition  to  those  who  ex- 
travagantly extolled  these  rites  as  in  themselves  so  perfect  and  ex- 
cellent, tliat  they  were  never  to  be  abolished,  or  to  give  way  to  a 
more  perfect  dispensation.  And  it  is  in  the  same  view  that  he  de- 
clares concerning  the  law,  that  it  was  *  weak  and  unprofitable/ 
Heb.  vii.  18,  19.  *  There  was  a  disannulling  of  the  commandment 
going  before  for  the  weakness  and  unprofitableness  thereof.'  He 
doth  not  intend  by  this  to  intimate  as  if  it  was  in  its  original  design  ab- 
solutely unprofitable  and  good  for  nothing;  for  we  find  that  elsewhere 
in  answer  to  that  question,  *  What  advantage  then  hath  the  Jew  ?  or 
what  profit  is  there  in  circumcision  V  he  answers,  *much  every  way ! 
chiefly  because  that  unto  them  were  committed  the  oracles  of  God,' 
Rom.  iii.  1,  2 ;  and  by  the  oracles  of  God  we  are  there  in  a  special 
manner  to  understand  the  law  of  Moses,  who,  as  St.  Stephen  speaks, 

*  received  the  lively  oracles  to  give  unto  us,'  Acts  vii.  38.  But 
what  the  apostle  means  by  there  calling  the  law  especially  re- 
lating to  the  priesthood  '  weak  and  unprofitable,'  he  himself  ex- 

f)lains  in  the  words  immediately  following :  for  he  adds,   *  that  the 
aw  made  nothing  perfect,'  and  a  little  before  he  had  showed  that 

*  perfection  was  not  by  the  Levitical  priesthood,'  ver.  2.  His  design 
is  to  signify  that  the  Mosaical  economy  was  never  intended  to  be 
the  last  ana  most  perfect  dispensation,  and  therefore  it  was  wroncr 
to  set  it  up  as  of  absolute  necessity,  and  of  universal  and  perpetual 
obligation ;  but  it  was  designed  to  prepare  and  make  way  for  a 
more  glorious  and  perfect  dispensation  wnich  was  to  succeed  it. 

In  like  manner,  when  he  calls  the  ordinances  under  the  law 
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*  carnal  ordinances^  SiKoibtfiara  trtipKhQ,  ordinances  of  the  flesh/  or 
relating  to  the  flesh,  Heb.  ix.  10:  his  meaning  is  not  as  this  writer 
seems  willing  to  understand  it,  as  if  they  were  in  themselves  of  an  evU 
corrupt  nature  and  tendency,  which  is  sometimes  the  import  of  the 
word  carnal  in  Scripture,  out  merely  as  he  himself  explains  it, 
ver.  13,  that  they  *  sanctified  to  the  purifying  of  the  flesh,*  and 
could  not  of  themselves,  and  by  any  virtue  of  their  own,  purge  the 
soul  or  conscience  from  sin,  but  wei*e  the  types  and  snadows  of 
greater  and  better  things ;  and  therefore  in  that  very  passage  he 
supposes  them  to  be  *  imposed  till  the  times  of  reformation,'  that 
is,  till  the  bringing  in  of  a  more  perfect  scheme  of  religion,  for 
which  the  other  was  designed  to  be  preparatory. 

The  same  observation  may  be  applied  to  that  passage  where  he 
calls  the  law  establishing  the  Levitical  priesthood  *  the  law  of  a 
carnal  commandment,'  he  is  far  from  intending  to  signify  by  that 
expression  that  it  was  a  mere  political  engine  and  human  invention ; 
for  he  evidently  supposes  that  commandment  to  be  from  God  in 
the  very  passage  where  he  calls  it  a  '  carnal  commandment;'  but 
he  calls  it  so  because  it  related  to  a  priesthood  managed  by  frail 
mortal  meuj  and  was  a  commandment  of  a  te/nporarynature.  That 
this  is  his  meaning  there  is  evident  from  the  opposition  he  puts  be- 
tween '  the  law  of  a  carnal  commandment  and  the  power  of  an 
endless  life,'  Heb.  vii.  16,  where  he  saith,  *  That  Christ  was  made 
a  priest,  not  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  commandment,  but  after  the 
power -of  an  endless  life.'  And  again,  ver.  28,  *  the  law  maketh 
men  high-priests  which  have  infirmity ;  but  the  word  of  the  oath 
which  was  since  the  law,  maketh  the  Son,  who  was  consecrated 
for  evermore. 

Upon  the  whole,  if  we  will  allow  the  apostle  Paul  to  explain 
himself,  it  manifestly  appears,  that  when  he  speaks  of  the  law  of 
Moses  in  seemingly  disparaging  terms,  it  never  was  his  intention  by 
any  of  those  expressions,  to  insinuate  that  the  law  of  Moses  was 
not  of  divine  original,  for  he  eveiy  where  supposes  that  it  was  or- 
dained and  appointed  by  God  himself;  but  m  opposition  to  those 
who  set  it  up  for  a  complete  and  perfect  dispensation,  he  shows 
the  comparative  imperfection  of  it  when  set  in  competition  with 
that  more  perfect  dispensation  which  our  Saviour  introduced  by 
the  Gospel,  and  to  which  it  was  designed  to  be  preparatory.  Thus 
he  saith  speaking  of  the  Mosaical  economy,  that  '  that  which  was 
glorious  had  no  glory  in  this  respect  by  reason  of  the  glory  that 
excelleth,'  2  Cor.  iii.  10,  where  he  represents  it  as  having  *  no 
glory,'  not  absolutely,  for  he  there  expressly  saith  that  it  *  was 
glorious  ;'  but  it  had  no  glory  when  compared  to  the  more  perfect 
excelling  glory  of  the  Gospel  dispensation.  In  like  manner  the 
other  expressions  he  makes  use  of  with  regard  to  the  law  are  not 
to  be  understood  in  a  strict  and  absolute,  but  in  a  comparative 
sense. 

But  this  writer  further  argues,  that  the  apostle  Paul  could  not 
look  upon  the  law  of  Moses  to  be  of  divine  institution,  because  he 
teaches  things  directly  contrary  to  that  law.     He  says,  *  theplain 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


58  OBJECTIONS   AGAINST 

truth  of  the  matter  was,  that  St.  Paul  preached  a  new  doctrine 
contrary  to  Moses  and  the  prophets/  p.  41.  But  it  is  certain  that 
if  the  apostle  Paul  himself  may  be  depended  on  for  giving  a  right 
account  of  his  own  sentiments,  ^  He  beheved  all  things  which  are 
written  in  the  law  and  the  prophets/  Acts  xxiv.  14;  and  he  said, 
*  none  other  things  than  those  which  the  prophets  and  Moses  did 
say  should  come/  Acts  xxvi.  22.  He  preached  a  new  doctrine  in- 
deed, and  published  a  new  dispensation,  but  not  contrary  unto,  but 
perfectly  consistent  with  Moses  and  the  prophets,  to  which  they 
were  designed  to  be  preparatory  and  subservient. 

But  let  us  see  how  he  proves  the  charge.  He  goes  on  to  say, '  that 
there  is  not  one  end,  use,  or  purpose  of  the  ritual  law  as  declared 
by  Moses,  but  what  is  directly  contradicted  and  denied  by  this 
apostle.'  This  he  proves,  ^  first,  because  Moses  delivered  the  whole 
law  to  the  Israelites  as  a  perpetual  standing  ordinance  or  everlast- 
ing covenant  between  God  and  them  throughout  all  their  gene- 
rations to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  St.  Paul,  on  tne  contrary,  declares 
it  to  be  only  an  occasional  temporary  thing,  never  intended  for  per- 
petuity, but  to  last  only  for  a  few  ages,'  p.  241.  But  it  does  not 
appear  from  Moses  that  the  law  was  designed  for  perpetuity,  so  as 
never  to  give  way  to  another  dispensation,  as  if  God  himself  would 
never  change  or  abrogate  any  of  these  laws ;  nor  does  he  any  where 
say,  as  this  writer  represents  it,  that  the  law  was  to  continue  to  be 
observed  by  them  *  to  the  end  of  the  world.'  That  the  Hebrew 
phrase  which  we  translate  for  *  ever'  and  '  everlasting/  does  not 
always  signify  a  perpetual  duration,  or  a  duration  to  the  end  of 
the  world,  is  so  well  known,  that  it  is  unworthy  of  any  man  that 
pretends  to  learning  to  draw  an  argument  merely  from  those  ex- 

f>re8sions.  If  Moses  had  expressly  called  the  whole  law  *  an  ever- 
asting  covenant/  which  he  nowhere  does,  no  argument  could  be 
drawn  from  it  to  show  that  it  was  intended  to  continue  to  the  end 
of  the  world.  To  Abraham's  seed  the  land  of  Canaan  is  promised 
for  '  an  everlasting  possession,'  Gen.  xxvii.  8 ;  and  yet  Moses  ex- 
pressly foretels  that  they  should  be  expelled  that  land  '  and  scat- 
tered among  all  nations.'  Nor  does  that  other  phrase,  *  throughout 
all  their  generations,  prove  that  it  was  designed  to  be  of  perpetual 
and  unalterable  obligation ;  though  Moses  never  uses  tnat  word 
^  throughout  all  their  generations,'  speaking  of  the  observation  of 
the  law  or  any  of  its  ordmances,  but  only  that  it  should  be  observed 
'  throughout  their  generations,'  or  as  it  is  often  expressed,  ^  in  their 
generations/  And  that  this  phrase  is  not  necessarily  to  be  under- 
stood of  a  perpetual  duration,  or  a  duration  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
is  evident  from  many  passages.  Thus  the  psalmist  observes,  speak- 
ing of  rich  worldlings,  '  their  inward  thought  is  that  their  houses 
shall  continue  for  ever,  and  their  dwelling  places  to  all  generations/ 
Psalm  xlix.  11.  Not  as  if  they  thought  their  houses  would  con- 
tinue in  strictness  to  the  end  of  the  world,  which  no  man  in  his 
senses  could  once  suppose,  but  that  they  should  continue  for  a 
long  time  to  them  and  to  their  posterity  after  them.  See  also 
Lev.  XXV.  29,  30.    It  was  not  proper  that  it  should  be  expressly 
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declared  in  the  law  itself  that  it  was  an  occasional  temporary  dis- 
pensation only  to  continue  for  a  time.  This  might  have  diminished 
their  regard  for  the  law,  and  they  might,  upon  this  pretence,  have 
thrown  off  the  observance  of  it  before  the  proper  season  came.  The 
plain  design  of  those  phrases,  that  they  were  to  observe  the  legal 
ordinances  '  for  ever/  and  '  throughout  their  generations/  was  to 
signify  to  them  that  they  were  to  observe  them  always  in  Uieir  suc- 
cessive generations,  till  God  should  signify  his  will  to  the  contrary ; 
that  it  was  to  last  for  ever,  so  as  never  to  be  abrogated  by  any 
human  authority ;  nor  were  the  people  themselves  to  cast  off  the 
obligation  of  it  merely  by  an  act  of  tneir  oytn  upon  any  pretence 
whatsoever.  But  that  they  might  expect  a  new  law  and  new  in- 
junctions from  God,  Moses  himself  signifies  to  them  as  plainly  as 
was  proper  for  him  in  that  remarkable  passage,  Deut  xvin.  17 — 19, 
^here  he  tells  the  people  that  the  Lord  their  God  would  *  raise  up 
from  the  midst  of  them  a  prophet  like  unto  him,'  and  that  unto 
him  should  *  they  hearken ;'  and  that  ^  God  would  put  his  words 
into  his  mouth,'  and  '  he  should  speak  unto  them  all  that  God 
should  command  him  ;  and  that  it  should  come  to  pass,  that  who- 
soever would  not  hearken  unto  his  words,  God  would  require  it  of 
him.'      It  is  expressly  said  concerning  the  ordinary  subsequent 

Srophets  which  ^  arose  in  Israel,  that  none  of  them  was  like  unto 
loses,'  Deut.  xxxiv.  13;  and  God  himself  declares  how  much 
Moses  was  superior  to  the  other  prophets.  Numb.  xii.  5—8 ;  but 
here  Moses  tells  the  people  that  (iod  would  raise  up  firom  among 
them  a  *  prophet  like  unto  him,'  that  is,  not  an  orainary  prophet, 
but  one  ot  peculiar  eminence,  that  should,  hke  Moses,  give  them 
laws  in  the  name  of  God  himself,  and  to  whom  they  were  indis- 
pensably obliged  to  hearken,  and  to  pay  an  entire  obedience.  This 
was  sufficient  to  have  directed  them  to  look  for  another  lato-giver, 
and  might  naturally  lead  their  thoughts  to  the  promised  Messiah, 
of  whom  they  had  an  expectation  derived  to  them  from  their  fathers. 
And  afterwards,  as  the  time  drew  nearer,  the  abolition  of  the  law 
of  Moses  was  more  plainly  signified.  The  prophets  indeed  intimated 
clearly  enough  that  a  new  dispensation  was  to  be  introduced,  and  a 
fiew  covenant,  different  from  that  which  *  God  made  with  their 
fathers,  when  he  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,*  Jer.  xxxi. 
31,  32.  The  ceasing  of  the  Aaronical  priesthood,  and  consequently 
of  the  law  of  Moses,  is  signified,  when  it  is  foretold  with  the  greatest 
solemnity  that  God  would  raise  up  a  glorious  person  •  to  be  a  priest 
for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchisedek,'  Ps.  ex,  4,  Heb.  vii.  12 ; 
and  that  God's  name  should  be  great  among  the  Gentiles,  ^  from 
the  rising  of  the  sun  to  the  going  down  of  the  same,'  and  that  in 
*  every  place  incense  should  be  offered  to  his  name  and  a  pure 
offering,'  Mai.  i.  2,  which  supposes  the  law  of  Moses  abrogated, 
which  confined  the  offering  up  of  incense  to  the  sanctuary  and 
temple.  And  indeed  the  very  nature  of  the  law  itself,  accordmg  to 
which  a  considerable  part  of  the  ordinances  and  rites  there  pre- 
scribed were  to  be  entirely  confined  to  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  not 
to  be  observed  any  where  out  of  that  land,  sufficiently  shows  that 
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it  was  not  originally  designed  to  be  of  invariable  continuance, 
nor  fitted  in  the  nature  of  the  thing  for  universal  and  perpetual 
obligation. 

Again,  another  instance  produced  by  this  writer  of  the  apostle 
Paul  contradicting  Moses  is  this  :  '  That  Moses  every  where  most 
expressly  establishes  propitiations  and  atonements  for  sin  by  the 
blood  of  beasts,  and  declares  upon  the  action  of  the  priest  in  sprink- 
hng  the  sacrificial  blood,  the  atonement  should  be  made,  and  the 
oflFence  forgiven ;  and  ordains  daily  and  annual  sacrifices  for  the 
sins  of  the  whole  people,  and  this  without  the  least  hint  or  inti- 
mation of  any  type  or  farther  reference.  But  St  Paul,  on  the  con- 
trary, declares  it  is  impossible  for  the  blood  of  bulls  or  goats  *  to 
take  away  sins ;'  and  condemns  this  literal  sense  of  the  law  as  a 
scheme  of  natural  blindness  and  bondage  that  cannot  consist 
either  with  the  civil  or  religious  rights  or  liberties  of  mankind.' 

That  Moses  establishes  propitiations  and  atonements  for  sin  by 
the  blood  of  beasts,  will  be  readily  acknowledged ;  and  if  this 
author  could  prove  that  the  apostle  Paul  denies  that  such  sacrifices 
had  been  ever  appointed  by  God  at  all,  this  would  contradict  Moses, 
who  prescribes  them  as  of  divine  appointment.  But  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  evident  that  the  apostle  all  along  supposes  that  these 
sacrifices  had  been  appointed  by  God  himself  through  the  ministry 
of  Moses.  He  represents  them,  indeed,  as  now  abolished,  but  this 
is  only  to  say,  tnat  the  Mosaic  law  is  no  longer  obligatory,  and 
that  God  hath  not  thought  fit  to  require  those  sacrifices  under  the 
New  Testament.  As  to  what  he  adds,  *  that  Moses  declares  that  the 
atonement  should  be  made  and  the  offence  forgiven  upon  the  action 
of  the  priest  in  sprinkling  the  sacrificial  blood,  without  the  least 
hint  or  intimation  of  any  type  or  farther  reference.  Whereas  the 
apostle  declares  it  is  impossible  for  the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats  to 
take  away  sin.'  The  apostle  himself  plainly  shows  us  how  to  re- 
concile these,  by  declaring  that  the  gifts  and  sacrifices  under  the 
law  '  sanctified  to  the  purifying  of  the  flesh  f  and  this  external 
atonement  is  what  Moses  intends  as  the  immediate  consequence  of 
the  priests  sprinkling  the  blood.  The  person  thereupon  was  legaily 
clean  and  free,  but  He  never  intended  to  signify  that  merely  upon 
the  outward  act  done  of  the  priest's  sprinkling  the  sacrificial  blood, 
the  man's  conscience  was  immediately  purged  from  the  guilt  of  sin, 
without  repentance  and  new  obedience.  For  the  necessity  of  re- 
pentance and  obedience  in  order  to  forgiveness  and  acceptance  with 
God  is  strongly  represented  in  the  law.  The  case  then  with  respect 
to  those  sacrifices  stands  thus :  The  outward  act  of  offering  the 
sacrifice,  and  the  priests  sprinkling  the  blood  when  done  as  the 
law  prescribes,  was  an  external  atonement  or  expiation,  by  which 
the  person  was  outwardly  and  legally  cleansed  from  the  guilt  he  had 
contmcted.  Besides  which  to  the  truly  penitent  and  sincere  this 
rite  was  an  outward  sign  or  pledge  of  God's  pardon  and  acceptance. 
And  if  the  apostle  Paul  may  be  allowed  a  better  interpreter  of  the 
design  of  those  sacrifices  than  this  writer,  one  great  end  for  which 
they  were  instituted  was  to  prefigure  that  of  Christ,  and  by  those 
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typical  atonements  to  prepare  them  for  that  great  propitiation  of 
infinite  virtue  which  he  was  to  offer  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  And 
if  this  was  one  primary  intention  of  that  part  of  the  Mosaic  law, 
it  gives  us  a  more  comprehensive  view  of  the  wisdom  of  this  con- 
stitution. It  shows  those  sacrifices  to  have  been  originally  ap- 
pointed by  God  himself,  and  that  the  great  end  of  them  is  now 
fulfilled,  and  consequently  that  this  part  of  the  law  of  Moses,  in- 
stead of  being  contrary  to  the  Gospel^  was  designed  to  be  subser- 
vient to  it.  And  as  to  the  exception  he  makes  that  Moses  himself 
gives  no  intimation  of  any  type  or  farther  reference,  it  shall  be  con- 
sidered afterwards  when  I  come  more  particularly  to  examine  what 
he  offers  concerning  the  mystical  sense  of  that  law. 

The  next  instance  he  produceth  to  prove  that  the  law  of  Moses 
is  contradicted  and  denied  by  the  apostle  Paul  is  absolutely  mis- 
represented. For  it  nowhere  appears  that  *  Moses  commanded  all 
idolatry  to  be  exterminated  by  fire  and  sword,  not  only  in  Canaan, 
but  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  as  far  as  his  people  should  have  it  in 
their  power,  of  which  he  was  very  confident.'  And  as  \o  the  par- 
ticular law  about  the  punishment  of  idolaters  in  the  Jewish  com- 
monwealth, this,  with  the  author's  pretence  that  it  is  inconsistent 
with  the  rights  of  private  judgment  and  liberty  of  conscience,  shall 
be  considered  afterwards. 

The  last  instance  he  produceth  to  show  the  contradiction  and 
inconsistency  between  the  doctrine  of  the  apostle  Paul,  and  the 
law  of  Moses,  amounts  to  no  more  than  this,  *  that  the  Levitical 
order  of  priesthood  is  now  abolished,  and  that  the  apostle  Paul  de- 
clares it  to  be  so;'  which  will  be  easily  granted.  But  at  the  same 
time,  it  is  certain  that  even  when  he  argues  that  the  priesthood  is 
now  changed,  he  still  plainly  shows  that  he  looked  upon  it  to  have 
been  origmally  of  divine  appointment.  And  though  he  nowhere 
expressly  declares  in  what  particular  way  the  Christian  ministry  is 
to  be  maintained,  yet  it  is  not  true,  as  this  author  alleges,  that  he 
'  leaves  the  Christian  ministry  to  subsist  only  upon  charity,'  if  by 
that  he  meant  that  it  is  a  matter  of  mei*e  courtesy ;  for  it  is  certain 
he  insists  upon  it  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  declares  that  the  '  Lord 
hath  ordained  that  those  that  preach  the  Gospel  should  liye  of  the 
Gc«pel.' 

The  author  might,  at  this  rate  of  arguing,  have  produced  most 
of  the  particular  constitutions  of  the  law  of  Moses  which  are  no 
longer  in  force  under  the  Gospel,  and  from  thence  have  argued  a 
contradiction  and  inconsistency  between  the  Gospel  and  the  law. 
But  all  that  follows  from  it  is,  that  the  legal  economy  is  now  ab- 
rogated with  its  peculiar  rites  and  injunctions.  But  it  does  not 
follow  that  therefore  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  his  apostles  believed 
that  it  was  not  originally  of  divine  institution :  except  it  could  be 
proved  that  God  can  never  give  any  occa^io/ia/ injunctions,  which 
are  to  last  only  for  a  time  ;  or  that  all  his  laws  must  be  as  himself 
immutable ;  or  that  that  cannot  be  fit  and  proper  at  one  time,  or 
in  one  circumstance  of  things,  which  is  not  so  in  another :  the  con- 
trary to  which  this  writer  himself  acknowledges,  p.  207,  where, 
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having  observed  '  that  all  virise  states  and  governments  have  ever 
found  it  necessary  to  abrogate  and  alter  the  old,  or  to  enact  new 
laws,  according  to  mutable  and  variable  relations  and  circumstances 
of  persons  in  Society/  he  adds,  that  ^  this  will  equally  hold  good, 
when  applied  to  the  laws  of  God  himself  For  what  God  would 
require  at  one  time  under  such  particular  relations  and  circum- 
stances, he  would  not  require  at  another  time  under  other  relations, 
and  quite  different  or  contrary  circumstances/  From  whence  it  is 
manifest  that  his  argument  to  show  an  inconsistency  between  the 
law  of  Moses  and  the  Christian  religion  is  explainea  by  St  Paul, 
because  many  things  that  were  required  in  the  one  are  abrogated 
by  the  other,  hath  nothing  in  it.  It  doth  not  follow  that  the 
Mosaic  economy  was  not  instituted  by  God,  because  many  of  its  rites 
and  constitutions  were  abrogated  and  superseded  by  a  succeeding 
dispensation ;  when  the  circumstances  of  things  were  much  altered 
from  what  they  were  at  the  first  giving  of  the  law,  and  the  design 
for  which  that  particular  economy  had  been  erected  was  answered 
and  fulfilled. 

I  shall  conclude  this  chapter  with  observing  that  this  writer,  in 
order  to  show  an  inconsistency  between  the  law  of  Moses  and  the 
Gospel,  absolutely  denies  any  mystical  or  typical  sense  of  the  law 
of  Moses,  or  that  any  of  its  rites  had,  in  their  original  intention, 
any  farther  reference  than  the  bare  letter. 

He  asks,  '  Whetlier  there  can  be  found  any  reason  or  foundation 
in  all  the  writings  of  Moses,  or  his  commentatoi*s  the  prophets,  for 
that  typical,  figurative,  and  allegorical  sense  of  the  legal  priest- 
hood, sacrifices,  and  ceremonies  which  St.  Paul  supposes  and  argues 
upon  in  his  reasonings  against  the  Jews,  in  order  to  set  aside  this 
priesthood,  and  the  law  of  ceremonies  depending  upon  it,  as  ful- 
filled and  accomplished  in  Christ  ?'  And  observes,  m  the  passage 
I  mentioned  before,  that  *  Moses  establishes  propitiations  and 
atonements  for  sin  by  the  blood  of  beasts,  and  ordains  sacrifices, 
without  the  least  hint  or  intimation  of  any  type  or  farther  reference,' 
p,  41.  And  therefore  he  concludes  that  '  St.  Paul's  rejecting  and 
renouncing  the  ceremonial  law  in  its  Uteral  sense,  when  Moses  had 
delivered  and  inforced  it  in  no  other  sense  was  a  plain  declaration 
that  such  a  law  could  never  be  of  divine  institution,'  p.  51.  But  it 
is  not  true  that  the  apostle  Paul  condemned  and  renounced  the 
cerononial  law  in  its  literal  sense,  if  by  that  he  meant  that  he  sup- 
posed its  rites  literally  taken  not  to  have  been  instituted  by  God  ; 
for  he  all  along  supposes  that  even  literally  taken  the  legal  rites 
and  ordinances  were  of  divine  appointment,  and  were  imposed  upon 
the  Jews  by  a  divine  authority  to  be  observed  by  them  '  until  the 
times  of  reformation :'  that  is,  till  the  last  and  most  perfect  dispen- 
sation should  be  introduced  under  the  Messiah.  JBut  he  argues 
that  beside  the  literal  they  had  a  mystical  sense,  and  that  in  in- 
stituting them  the  divine  wisdom  had  a  farther  view,  and  designed 
them  as  types  and  figures  of  greater  and  better  things  under  that 
more  perfect  dispensation  that  was  to  succeed. 

And  let  us  see  what  this  author  offers  to  prove  that  it  was  not 
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SO.  All  his  long  discourse  about  the  typical  mystical  sense  of  the 
law,  amounts  to  no  more  than  this.  That  '  there  is  not  the  least 
hint  in  the  writings  of  Moses^  or  his  commentators  the  prophets,  of 
any  such  typical  sense  or  reference ;  that  such  a  mystical  sense  of 
the  law  and  prophets  was  never  known  nor  heard  of  among  the 
Jews  till  after  the  days  of  Ezra,  when  the  Jewish  cabalists  put  what 
sense  they  pleased  on  those  writings ;  and  when  they  could  not 
prove  the  new  doctrines  they  advanced  (amongst  which  he  reckons 
that  of  the  resurrection,  a  general  judgment,  and  a  state  of  future 
rewards  and  punishments)  by  the  original  literal  sense  of  those 
writings,  they  introduced  a  mystical  allegorical  sense  of  their 
original  books,  and  pretended  an  oral  tradition  to  justify  their 
arbitrary  interpretations.  That  the  apostle  Paul  and  Christ  himself 
argued  with  the  Jews  in  their  own  way,  and  upon  their  own  con* 
cessions,  and  justified  the  Gospel  scheme  upon  the  foot  of  Moses 
and  the  prophets,  not  from  the  proper  original  sense  of  the  prophets 
themselves,  but  by  mystical  allegorical  interpretations,  for  which 
there  was  really  no  foundation  in  the  writings  themselves  of  Moses 
and  the  prophets.  And  he  asks  why  might  not  they  take  up  the 
same  principles  against  such  men  to  introduce  and  establisn  the 
true  religion,  which  they  had  made  use  of  and  applied  to  establish 
and  perpetuate  a  false  one  ?'  This  is  the  sum  of  what  he  saith 
from  p.  43 — 51. 

But  if  we  should  grant  that  there  is  no  hint  of  any  such 
mystical  typical  sense  or  reference  in  the  law  of  Moses  or  the  pro- 
phets, this  would  not  prove  that  there  was  no  such  sense  in  the 
original  intention  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  giving  these  laws.  For 
supposing  such  an  original  typical  intention,  it  might  not  be  proper 
to  declare  this  in  the  law  itseli,  or  to  let  the  people  directly  and  ex- 
pressly know  that  its  rites  were  typical,  the  shadows  and  figures  of 
food  things  to  come  under  another  and  more  perfect  dispensation, 
'his  might  have  diminished  their  regard  to  the  law,  and  have  ren- 
dered them  negligent  in  the  observation  of  its  injunctions,  even 
when  it  was  proper  for  good  reasons  that  they  should  be  kept  close 
to  the  observation  of  them.  Types  might  be  originally  intended, 
though  not  then  explained  and  understood  when  they  were  first  in- 
stituted. And  there  is  no  absurdity  in  supposing,  that  God  whose 
wisdom  penetrates  through  all  ages,  had  some  euds  in  view  in  in- 
stituting those  rites  and  ceremonies,  which  he  did  not  open  all  at 
once,  but  which  were  to  be  understood  in  the  proper  season :  and 
particularly  that  he  designed  them  among  other  ends,  (for  it  is 
not  pretended  that  it  is  the  only  end)  for  types  and  figures  of  good 
things  to  come,  with  a  view  that  when  the  time  came  for  accom- 
plishing them,  their  apt  correspondency  might  more  fully  appear. 
And  indeed  the  typical  sense  and  reference  could  not  be  well  un- 
derstood till  the  antitype  came,  by  comparing  it  with  which,  the 
exact  and  beautiful  harmony  between  both,  and  the  wisdom  of 
God  in  appointing  it  so,  might  be  fully  manifest  And  who  so 
proper  in  that  case  to  explain  the  original  sense  intended  b^^  the 
Holy  Ghost,  as  those  who  were  inspired  by  the  same  divine  Spirit  ? 
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I  shall  therefore  beg  leave  to  suppose  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
and  his  apostles,  particularly  the  apostle  Paul,  are  more  to  be  de- 
pended on  for  a  just  account  of  the  original  sense  of  Moses  and  the 
prophets,  than  this  writer  who  confidently  avers  they  had  no  such 
original  typical  sense  and  reference,  though  Christ  and  his  apostles 
assure  us  tney  had. 

But  after  all,  it  is  not  true>  that  there  is  not  *  the  least  founda- 
tion in  the  writings  of  Moses  or  his  commentators  the  prophets  for 
that  typical  figurative  sense  of  the  legal  priesthood,  sacrifices  and 
ceremonies,  which  St.  Paul  supposes  and  argues  upon  in  order 
to  set  aside  this  priesthood,  and  the  law  of  ceremonies  depending 
upon  it,  as  fulfilled  and  accomplished  in  Christ.'  There  are  several 
hints  concerning  a  Redeemer  to  come  intei-spersed  in  the  Mosaical 
writings,  and  still  more  in  those  of  the  prophets.  He  had  been 
promised  and  foretold  from  the  beginning  at  sundry  times  and  in 
divers  manners.  This  was  the  principal  thing  intended  in  the  pro- 
mise made  to  Abrahan  concerning  *  all  nations  being  blessed  in  his 
seed,'  and  so  Abraham  himself  understood  it,  who,  if  we  may  be- 
lieve our  Saviour,  *  saw  his  day  and  was  glad.'  Jacob  spoKe  of 
him  under  the  name  of  Shiloh.  And  the  Israelites  had  derived 
to  them  from  the  patriarchs  an  expectation  of  this  glorious  person 
as  one  that  should  arise  from  among  them.  And  this  being  the 
case  the  most  wise  and  understanding  of  them  might  be  naturally 
led  to  think  that  there  was  a  farther  view  and  reference  to  the 
great  event,  in  many  of  the  rites  that  were  then  prescribed,  and  in 
that  particular  constitution  and  polity  that  was  then  erected,  espe- 
cially since  Moses  himself  directed  their  views  this  way,  by  telling 
them  of  *  another  prophet  whom  God  would  raise  up  from  the  midst 
of  them  like  unto  him,*  to  whom  they  were  to  pay  an  entire  obedi- 
ence, and  to  observe  whatsoever  laws  or  commands  he  should  bring 
them  from  God.  The  sacrifices,  the  chief  part  of  the  legal  rites 
and  services,  are  sometimes  spoken  of  in  the  Old  Testament,  with 
a  seeming  contempt,  as  things  in  which  God  had  no  pleasure.  It 
is  ceiiain  these  expressions  were  not  intended  to  signify  that  God 
had  not  instituted  or  reauired  those  sacrifices  at  all :  but  it  was  na- 
tural to  conclude  from  tiiose  expressions,  that  they  were  not  insti- 
tuted merely  for  their  own  sakes,  but  had  a  farther  view  and  refe- 
rence. Thus  particularly  in  the  fortieth  Psalm,  ver.  5,  6,  the  per- 
son there  spoken  of,  after  having  plainly  declared  the  insufiiciency 
of  the  legal  sacrifices,  adds  concerning  himself,  '  Then  said  I,  lo,  I 
come,  in  the  volume  of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me,  I  delight  to 
do  thy  will,  O  God.'  Where  he  represents  himself  and  his  com- 
ing, as  written  of  in  the  law.  And  this  I  think  can  scarce  be  un- 
derstood to  relate  to  any  but  the  Messiah ;  of  whom  David  often 
speaks,  and  of  whom  the  apostle  interprets  it,  Heb.  x.  5 — 9,  and 
it  so,  here  is  an  instance  to  prove,  that  at  the  time  when  this 
Psalm  was  composed,  which  was  in  the  days  of  David,  many  ages 
before  Ezra,  the  law  was  understood,  as  having  a  reference  to  the 
Messiah.  And  in  that  passage  there  is  also  a  plain  intimation 
that  the  legal  sacrifices  were  to  cease,  and  to  be  abolished  at  the 
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Messiah's  coming.  But  especially  the  liii.  chapter  of  Isaiah,  which 
the  most  ancient  Jews  interpreted  of  the  Messiah,  and  which  indeed 
cannot  reasonably  be  understood  of  any  other,  points  to  a  farther 
reference  of  the  legal  sacrifices,  to  be  *  fulfilled  and  accomphshed 
in  Christ.'  The  prophet  there  speaks  of  him  in  phrases  that  pro- 
perly related  to  sacrifices.  As  he  describes  the  grievous  sufferings 
he  was  to  endure,  so  he  represents  them  as  having  an  expiatory 
virtue,  and  making  an  atonement  for  our  sins.  He  represents  him 
as  ^  bearing  our  iniquities,'  and  making  *  his  soul  an  offering  for  sin,' 
and  that  *  God  laid  upon  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all.'  This  ought 
to  have  led  the  Jews  to  look  beyond  the  legal  sacrifices  and  obla- 
tions, to  that  great  propitiation  of  infinite  virtue  which  was  to  be 
offered  for  our  sins  in  the  fulness  of  time,  and  of  which  those  sa- 
crifices were  only  the  imperfect  figures  and  shadows :  and  what  the 
prophet  here  saith  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  what  St,  Paul  and  the 
other  apostles  so  often  represent  concerning  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
as  offering  himself  a  '  sacrifice  for  our  sins '  and  doing  that  in  re- 
ality which  the  others  only  did  in  type  and  figure.  Indeed  the 
prophets  in  all  their  writmgs  have  numberless  references  to  the 
Messiah,  and  there  is  no  explaining  many  passages  in  those  writ- 
ings without  such  a  reference.  Tney  often  speak  of  things  that 
literally,  and  in  the  first  sense  relate  to  their  own  time  in  terms 
which  evidently  have  a  farther  view.  And  that  they  understood 
and  explained  the  prophecies  before  them  as  typical  of  the  Mes- 
siah, and  often  prophesied  by  types  themselves,  and  intimated  at 
the  very  time  of  delivering  those  prophecies  that  they  were  to  be 
referred  to  him,  is  largely  and  fully  shown  in  the  bishop  of  Lich- 
field's learned  defence  of  Christianity  from  the  ancient  prophecies, 
chap,  iii.;  sect.  1,2,3,4.  Whereas  therefore  this  writer  asserts 
over  and  over  with  great  confidence,  that  what  he  calls  the  '  figura- 
tive spiritualizing  sense*  of  the  law  and  the  prophets,  was  never 
heaitl  of  among  the  Jews  before  the  days  of  Ezra,  and  that  it  had 
its  first  rise  among  the  Jewish  cabalistical  doctors  after  that  time  : 
the  contrary  is  rather  true,  that  all  along  from  the  beginning,  the 
law  and  the  prophets  were  understood  as  containing  a  spiritual  and 
niystical  sense,  and  as  having  a  farther  view  and  reference.  When 
Moses  urges  the  people  to  *  circumcise  the  foreskin  of  their  hearts,* 
Deut.  X.  16,  and  again,  speaks  of  God's  <  circumcising  their  hearts 
that  they  might  love  him  with  all  their  heart  and  soul,'  Deut. 
XXX.  6 ;  here  is  a  plain  instance  of  a  ^  spiritual  sense'  in  the  law 
itself  with  regard  to  one  of  the  principal  rites  there  enjoined,  the 
solemn  rite  of  initiation  into  that  peculiar  polity.  He  here  plainly 
directs  them  to  carry  their  thoughts  beyond  the  outward  sign,  and 
intimates  to  them  that  it  had  a  farther  view,  even  to  signify  the 
necessity  of  an  inward  purity,  and  of  mortifying  their  corrupt  affec- 
tions and  lusts.  And  indeed  considering  the  frequent  use  of  signs 
and  symbols  among  the  eastern  nations,  especially  in  the  early 
ages,  which  were  still  supposed  to  contain  some  other  significa- 
tions under  them,  and  to  have  a  fiirther  view  than  the  bare  letter ; 
and  considering  the  high  esteem  they  had  of  the  great  wisdom  of 
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the  law  and  the  Mosaic  institutions,  every  thing  in  which  even  the 
most  minute  rites  were  regarded  as  prescribed  by  God  himself;  and 
considering  that  an  expectation  of  the  Messiah,  and  of  a  more  new 
and  more  glorious  state  of  things  under  him,  was  still  kept  up 
among  them :  it  was  natural  for  them  to  think  that  there  was  a 
farther  view  and  reference  in  that  variety  of  legal  rites,  and  sacri- 
fices, and  ceremonies,  beyond  what  appeared  in  the  bare  letter. 
And  it  was  because  it  had  been  all  along  a  known  and  acknow- 
ledged principle  in  their  nation,  that  many  things  in  the  law  and 
the  prophets  had  a  farther  view,  that  the  Jewish  doctors,  after  the 
time  ot  Ezra,  when  immediate  inspiration  ceased,  and  there  were 
no  longer  any  extraordinary  prophets  among  them,  took  occasion 
to  introduce  their  traditionary  explications.  And  it  is  probable 
some  of  these  explications  were  agreeable  to  the  true  original  sense 
derived  from  the  prophets  themselves,  as  Dr.  Prideaux  supposes, 
to  whom  this  writer  is  pleased  to  refer  us.  Though  in  process  of 
time  they  added  many  inventions,  and  arbitrary  explications  of 
their  own,  which  never  were  originally  intended.  They  supposed 
all  alon^  a  frecjuent  reference  to  the  Messiah  in  the  Mosaical  and 
prophetical  writings,  and  so  far  they  were  right  in  general,  aud 
undoubtedly  they  were  so  in  the  sense  they  give  of  many  parti- 
cular passages.  Some  considerable  remains  there  are  of  these  ex- 
plications in  the  most  ancient  and  approved  Jewish  writings; 
though  the  modem  Jews  would  fain  give  a  different  turn  to  them 
to  avoid  the  force  of  the  arguments  the  Christians  bring  against  them 
firom  these  interpretations  that  they  were  made  by  their  ancestors. 
It  also  appears  from  some  passages  in  their  approved  writings,  that 
they  expected  their  own  law  to  be  more  fully  opened  to  them  at 
the  Messiah's  coming,  and  the  reason  of  several  of  their  own  rites 
explained.  See  the  above  mentioned  ^  Defence  of  Christianity,  pp. 
409,410. 

Upon  the  whole,  though  this  writer  represents  it,  p.  19,  as  a 
very  ridiculous  thing  to  suppose  that  what  was  more  obscurely 
hinted  in  the  law  and  the  prophets  is  more  clearly  revealed  in  the 
gospel,  and  speaks  in  a  gibing  manner  of  *  those  men  of  deep 
penetration  and  discernment'  that  can  see  this  <sort  of  connexion 
and  harmony  between  the  gospel  and  the  law,  and  to  whom  it 
appears  just  and  beautiful,'  p.  19.  I  can  see  nothing  in  it  but  what 
is  worthy  of  the  wisdom  of  God,  that  he  should  at  different  times 
and  in  different  circumstances  of  things,  make  gradual  discoveries 
of  his  will;  and  that  he  should  so  order  former  revelations  as  to 
prepare  the  way  for  the  latter,  and  the  latter,  so  as  to  illustrate  and 
confirm  the  former ;  and  that  what  is  more  darkly  and  imperfectly 
hinted  at  in  the  one,  should  be  more  clearly  and  fully  delivered  in 
the  other.  Considered  in  this  view  and  mutual  reference,  I  must 
own  that  both  the  Qld  Testament  and  the  New  appear  to  me  with 
a  brighter  glory,  and  derive  mutual  light  and  strength  to  one 
another.  And  the  gradual  opening  and  unfolding  of  the  divine 
light  in  so  many  various  views,  has  yielded  great  satisfaction  in 
the  contemplation  of  it  to  men  that  truly  deserved  the  character  oC 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE   LAW    OF   MOSES   CONSIDERED.  67 

persons  of  '  deep  discernment  and  penetration/  with  which  this 
writer  sneeringly  honours  them.  As  God's  sending  his  own  Son 
into  the  world  for  the  redemption  of  mankind  was  the  most 
important  event  that  ever  was;  so  to  consider  it  as  having  been 
ah  along  prefigured  and  foretold  at  sundry  times  and  in  divers 
manners,  sometimes  more  clearly  and  openly  signified  by  express 
predictions,  sometimes  more  covertly  by  various  types  and  figures, 
so  many  things  pointing  this  way  through  so  long  a  succession  of 
a^s,  and  all  centering  here;  gives  a  noble  and  comprehensive 
view  of  this  grand  design,  and  shows  one  and  the  same  important 
scheme  still  uniformly  canying  on,  one  wise  presiding  Spirit  and 
glorious  divine  Author,  whose  views  extend  through  all  ages.  This 
IS  truly  glorious  and  worthy  of  the  supreme  wisdom,  and  it  is  not 
an  odd  turn  of  expression,  calling  literal  Christianity  mystical 
Judaism,'  and  'literal  Judaism  figurative  Christianity/  and  a  jingle 
of  the  like  phrases  which  the  author  makes  use  of  to  ridicule  it, 
that  will  show  the  absurdity  of  such  a  scheme  as  this.  And  it  is 
certain  that  what  he  ridicules  is  the  very  scheme  advanced  by  our 
Saviour  himself  and  his  apostles,  particularly  the  apostle  Paul. 
He  pretends  indeed  to  apologize  for  them  by  alleging,  that  in  this 
they  only  made  use  of  the  raise  way  of  arguing  that  had  obtained 
amongst  the  Jews ;  that  is,  he  would  have  it  thought,  first  that 
they  acknowledged  and  asserted  the  divine  authority  and  inspira- 
tion of  Moses  and  the  prophets,  though  at  the  same  time  they 
believed  them  to  be  only  false  pretenders  to  inspiration ;  and  then 
that  they  set  up  a  sense  of  their  writings  which  they  themselves 
very  well  knew  was  not  their  sense,  and  endeavoured  to  put  that 
false  sense  upon  the  Jews  for  the  mind  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  A 
conduct  which  is  too  inconsistent  with  common  honesty  and  inte- 
grity, and  with  the  known  character  of  Christ  and  his  apostles,  to 
be  admitted. 

I  shall  only  farther  observe,  to  show  the  great  consistency  of 
this  writer ;  that  though  in  this  part  of  his  book  he  so  confidently 
asserts  and  endeavours  in  many  words  to  prove,  that  the  prophetical 
and  Mosaical  writings  were  never  understood  to  have  any  mystical 
sense  till  after  the  days  of  Ezra,  when  it  had  its  first  rise  among 
the  Jewish  Cabalists;  yet  he  elsewhere  expressly  declares  that 
Moses  and  the  prophets  always  wrote  with  a  double  intention,  and 
had  a  double  sense ;  the  one  literal  and  popular,  the  other  to  be 
understood  only  by  the  wiser  sort.  And  he  blames  the  Jewish 
nation  for  understanding  the  writings  of  Moses  and  the  prophets 
according  to  the  letter,  without  entering  into  the  spirit  and  design 
of  them,  as  he  saith,  *  St  Paul  hath  evidently  and  irrefutably 
proved,'  p.  249,  251.  It  is  true,  he  very  absurdly  applies  this  to 
the  historical  narrations  of  facts  which  he  would  not  have  to  be 
understood  literally:  But  it  is  certam  the  apostle  Paul,  who  he 
there  pretends  to  believe  hath  evidently  and  irrefutably  proved  the 
mystical  sense  of  the  law  and  the  prophets,  and  hath  shown  that 
the  Jews  did  not  enter  into  the  true  spirit  and  design  of  them, 
understood  this  not  with  regard  to  the  historical  facts  and  narra- 
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iioDS^  but  to  the  legal  rites  and  ordinances,  and  shows  they  had  a 
typical  reference  and  a  farther  view.  So  that  if  he  will  be  con- 
cluded by  the  judgment  of  that  great  apostle  in  this  matter,  as  he 
pretends  to  be  willing  to  be,  there  was  such  a  sense  originally 
intended  in  the  legal  priesthood  and  sacrifices.  And  what  then 
must  we  think  of  this  Author,  who  contradicts  and  denies  what 
by  his  own  confession  '  St.  Paul  hath  evidently  and  irrefutably 
proved  V 

As  to  the  proof  he  brings  to  show  that  the  mystical  and  spiritual 
sense  of  the  law  and  the  prophets  was  never  heard  of  before  Ezra, 
because  before  that  period  '  no  Jewish  writer,  priest,  or  prophet 
had  ever  mentioned  a  word  of  the  resurrection,  general  judgment, 
and  state  of  future  rewards  and  punishments,  as  the  proper  sane* 
tions  of  virtue  and  religion  in  this  life,  whereas  all  the  Jevrish 
writings  afterwards  are  full  of  them,'  p.  46.  This  is  entirely 
misrepresented  ;  as  I  shall  show  when  I  come  to  consider  what  he 
offers  to  prove,  that  all  the  Jews  were  ^  Deistical  Materialists  and 
Sadducees,'  and  did  not  believe  a  future  state,  till  after  their 
return  from  the  Babylonish  captivity. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


The  author's  objeodons  •gainst  the  law  of  Moses  from  the  internal  constitation  of  that 
law  considered.  His  pretence  that  that  law  extended  only  to  the  outward  practice 
and  behaviour  of  men  in  Society,  and  that  the  obligation  of  it  with  respect  to  civil 
and  social  virtae  extended  no  farther  than  to  the  members  of  that  Society,  and  that 
they  were  put  into  a  state  of  war  wth  all  the  rest  of  the  world.  It  is  shown  that 
that  law  required  an  inward  purity  of  heart  and  affections.  The  great  tenderness 
and  humanity  that  appears  in  its  precepts.  It  lequired  a  kind  and  benevolent 
conduct,  not  only  towards  those  of  their  own  Society,  but  towards  strangers.  That 
constitution  not  founded  in  the  principles  of  persecution.  It  tolerated  all  that 
worshipped  the  one  true  God,  though  not  conforming  to  their  peculiar  rites  and 
usages.  The  punishing  idolatry  with  death  in  the  commonwealth  of  Israel  ac- 
counted for.  No  obligation  by  that  law  to  extirpate  idolatry,  and  destroy  idolatera 
in  all  other  countries  bjr  fir®  *nd  sword.  His  pretence  that  Moses  directed  the 
Israelites  to  extend  their  conquests  throagh  all  nations,  and  that  their  ooustitntion 
and  plan  of  a  government  was  contrived  for  it,  examined.  The  contrary  to  this 
shown.  The  military  laws,  Deut  xx.  explained.  Whether  that  law  absolutely 
prohibited  all  alliances  with  idolaters. 

Having  considered  the  author *s  objections  against  the  law  of 
Moses  drawn  from  the  authority  of  St.  Paul,  and  from  the  pre- 
tended inconsistency  between  it  and  the  gospel,  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  consider  those  objections  of  his  that  are  taken  from 
the  internal  constitution  of  that  Law,  which  he  everywhere  sup- 
poses to  be  altogether  unworthy  of  God,  and  therefore  impossible 
to  be  given  by  hira.  If  his  account  be  true,  it  was  one  of  the 
worst,  the  most  absurd,  and  tyrannical  constitutions  in  the  world  ; 
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*a  wretched  scheme  of  (^perBtition,  blindDess  and  slavery,  bigotry 
and  enthusiasn),  that  had  nothing  of  truth  or  goodness  in  it,  and 
was  contrary  to  all  reason  and  common  sense.  These  and  other 
hard  epithets  of  the  like  kind  he  liberally  bestows  upon  the  law 
of  Moses.  Let  us  consider  what  he  offers  to  support  such  severe 
invectives. 

And  first,  one  of  his  objections  against  even  the  moral  law  given 
by  Moses  to  the  people  of  Israel  is,  that  as  the  law  was  consti- 
tuted :  '  All  its  sanctions  being  merely  temporal,  relating  only  to 
men's  outward  practice  and  behaviour  in  society,  and  none  of  its 
rewards  or  punishments  relating  to  any  future  state ;  it  could  only 
relate  to  outward  actions,  and  thereby  secure  civil  virtue,  and  the 
ciyil  rights  and  properties  of  the  Society,  against  such  fraud  or 
violence,  as  mi^ht  fall  under  a  human  cc^izance ;  but  could  not 
relate  to  the  mward  principles  and  motives  of  action,  whether 
good  or  bad,  and  therefore  could  not  purify  the  conscience, 
regulate  the  affections,  or  correct  and  restrain  the  vicious  desires, 
inclinations,  and  dispositions  of  the  mind,  and  this  is  what  St. 
Paul  means,  as  often  as  he  declares  the  weakness  or  insufficiency 
of  this  law,  to  enforce  or  secure  a  state  of  inward  zeal,  virtue,  or 
righteousness,  with  respect  to  God  and  conscience,'  p.  27. 

But  it  is  capable  or  as  clear  a  proof  as  any  thing  whatsoever, 
(and  our  author  himself  is  sensible  of  it,  as  is  evident  from  what 
he  makes  Theophanes  his  Christian  Jew  object  against  Philalethes 
his  moral  philosopher,  on  this  head,  p.  83,  SccOy  that  the  law  of 
Moses  did  not  relate  to  the  outward  actions  alone,  but  to  the  inward 
principles  and  motives  of  action :  and  that  '  Moses  not  only 
alwajrs  supposed,'  as  he  grants,  '  an  inward  right  motive,  or  the 
principle  and  disposition  of  love  to  God  and  our  neij^hbour,  as 
necessary  to  constitute  the  true  morality  and  religion  of  an  action 
with  respect  to  God  and  conscience :'  but  that  he  directly  and  ex- 
pressl]^,  frequently,  and  in  the  strongest  manner  requires  a  right 
disposition  of  the  heart  and  mind ;  and  that  this  law  was  desired, 
contrai-y  to  what  this  author  asserts,  '  to  regulate  the  affections, 
and  to  correct  and  restrain  the  vicious  desires,  inchnations,  and 
dispositions  of  the  mind.'  This  is  the  evident  intention  of  the 
tenth  commandment,  which  forbids  not  only  outward  evil  actions, 
but  the  inward  irregular  affections  and  motions  of  concupiscence. 
This  St.  Paul  takes  notice  of  when  he  declares,  that  he  should  not 
have  been  sensible  that  such  desires  were  sinful,  or  that  they 
deserved  death,  if  the  law  had  not  forbidden  them,  Rom,  vii.  7, 
and  again,  ver.  14,  he  saith,  *the  law  is  spiritual,*  by  which  he 
evidently  means  that  it  extends  to  the  inward  dispositions  of  the 
soul  and  spirit  as  well  as  to  the  outward  actions,  and  forbids  and 
condemns  all  evil  thoughts  and  inclinations.  And  the  supposition 
of  this  vast  extent  and  spirituality  of  the  law  lies  at  the  foundation 
of  his  argument,  that  none  can  be  justified  by  it;  because  none 
can  be  found  that  yield  a  perfect  obedience  to  its  pure  and  excel- 
lent precepts.  This  wnter  therefore  plainly  misrepresents  St.  Paul's 
sense,  when  after  having  said  that  the  law  could  only  relate   to 
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outward  actions^  and  thereby  secure  civil  virtue,  but  did  not 
relate  to  the  inward  principles  or  motives  of  action  whether 
good  or  bad,  and  therefore  could  not  regulate  the  affections,  re- 
strain the  vicious  desires  and  inclinations  of  the  mind,  he  adds, 
that  is  what  ^  St.  Paul  means  as  often  as  he  declares  the  weakness 
or  insufficiency  of  this  law,  to  enforce  or  secure  a  state  of  inward 
real  virtue  or  righteousness  with  respect  to  God  and  conscience.' 

I).  27.  For  the  apostle  by  saying  the  law  (if  taken  of  the  moral 
aw)  is  weak,  doth  not  mean  as  this  writer  insinuates,  that  its 
precepts  relate  only  to  the  outward  practice,  and  not  to  the  inward 
dispositions  of  the  heart  and  soul ;  for  he  expressly  affirms  that  it 
is  spiritual,  and  doth  relate  to  the  inward  desires  and  affections : 
but  he  intends  to  show  that  the  law  was  in  itself  unable  to  jus- 
tify men,  or  entitle  them  to  pardon  and  acceptance  with  God,  and 
give  them  a  right  to  eternal  hfe  (which  is  what  he  means  by  jus- 
tification), because  it  could  only  justify  those  that  obeyed  its 
precepts,  and  no  man  doth  perfectly  obey  it.  So  that  it  is  weak, 
as  he  expresses  it,  through  the  flesh;  that  is,  it  is  unable  to  jus- 
tify men,  because  of  the  present  weakness  and  corruption  of 
human  nature ;  whereby  it  comes  to  pass  that  in  many  instances 
they  fall  short  of  the  pure  and  perfect  obedience  there  required, 
and  therefore  their  acceptance  and  Justification  must  be  wholly 
owing  to  the  free  grace  and  mercy  of  God,  which  is  most  clearly 
and  gloriously  dispensed  and  manifested  through  Jesus  Christ  in 
the  gospel  dispensation. 

The  passages  this  writer  himself  in  the  person  of  Theophanes 
refers  to,  clearly  prove,  that  the  law  of  Moses  relates  not  merely 
to  the  outward  actions,  or  external  behaviour  of  persons  in  society, 
but  to  the  inward  dispositions  of  the  heart,  Deut.  xii.  4, 5 :  "  Hear, 
O  Israel,  the  Lord  thy  God  is  one  Lord  ;  and  thou  shalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God  with  all  thine  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with 
all  thy  might.'  This  excellent  and  comprehensive  command, 
which  takes  in  the  sum  of  real  vital  reUgion  and  piety  is  often  re- 
peated in  the  law,  see  Deut.  x.  12,  xi.  13.  The  other  passage  he 
cites  is  from  Lev.  xix.  17,  18  :  'Thou  shalt  not  avenge  or  bear  any 
grudge  against  the  children  of  thy  people,  but  thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself:  I  am  the  Lord.'  Where  they  are  not  only 
forbidden  to  avenge  themselves,  but  even  to  entertain  a  secret 
grudge  against  their  neighbours,  and  are  commanded  to  love  them 
as  themselves.  And  this  is  enforced  by  this  consideration,  *  I  am 
the  Lord,'  who  search  the  hearts,  and  know  your  inward  dispo- 
sition, and  will  reward  and  punish  you  accordingly.  And  indeed, 
as  God  himself  in  that  polity,  and  under  that  peculiar  form  of 
government,  was  regarded  as  in  a  special  and  immediate  manner 
their  king  and  judge,  who  perfectly  knew  their  hearts  and  most 
secret  dispositions,  so  they  were  taught  by  Moses  still  to  have  a 
regard  to  God  in  their  obedience,  and  to  expect  rewards  and 
punishments  from  him,  not  merely  according  to  their  outward 
actions,  but  the  inward  dispositions  of  their  minds.  And  as  to 
their  outward  actions,  in  this  as  well  as  other  laws,  they  fell  under 
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the  jurisdiction  of  the  magistrate.  There  were  open  punishments 
to  l>e  inflicted  for  public  notorious  offences,  and  evil  practices  against 
the  ^ood  of  the  society. 

Many  instances  might  be  produced  besides  those  now  referred  to  ^ 
which  plainly  show,  that  the  law  of  Moses  reached  not  merely  like 
the  laws  of  other  nations  to  men's  outward  actions  and  behaviour 
in  society,  but  was  designed  to  govern  and  regulate  their  inward 
affections  and  dispositions  of  soul.  Thus  Lev.  xix.  17,  in  the 
words  immediately  preceding  those  last  cited,  it  is  said,  *  Thou 
shalt  not  hate  thy  brother  m  thine  heart ;  thou  shalt  in  anywise 
rebuke  thy  neighbour;  and  not  suffer  sin  upon  him.'  A  most 
remarkable  passage,  the  like  of  which  precept  can  scarce  be  found 
in  any  other  law  :  it  is  there  reckoned  a  hating  our  brother  in  our 
heart,  if  we  have  not  such  a  regard  for  him  as  to  put  us  upon 
tender  affectionate  admonitions,  when  we  see  him  engaged  in  any 
wrong  practice.  In  the  precepts  given  the  people  concerning  their 
distributing  to  the  necessities  of  their  poor  and  mdigent  neighbours, 
they  are  not  only  commanded  to  give,  buf  to  give  from  a  charit- 
able disposition,  not  to  *  be  grieved  when  they  give,'  Deut.  xv.  10. 
They  are  commanded  not  only  to  observe  God's  statutes  and  judg- 
ments, '  but  to  keep  them  with  all  their  heart,  and  with  all  their 
soul,'  and  that  as  they  expect  that  God  would  bless  and  favour 
them,  see  Deut.  xi.  13 — 18,  xxvi.  16.  The  repentance  required  of 
them  is  expressed  by  'turning  to  the  Lord  their  God  with  all 
their  heart,  and  with  all  their  soul,  Deut.  xxx.  10,  iv.  29,  and  they 
are  required  to  circumcise  the  foreskin  of  their  heart,*  Deut.  x.  16, 
which  is  explained,  Deut.  xxx.  6,  by  their  loving  '  God  with  all 
their  heart,'  and  *  with  all  their  soul,  that  they  may  live.  Nothing 
can  be  plainer  from  all  these  passages,  to  which  many  more  might 
easily  be  added,  than  that  the  law  of  Moses  insists  upon  the 
necessity  of  real  inward  religion,  and  right  affections  ana  dispo- 
sitions of  heart  And  to  such  an  obedience  as  this  it  is  that  life 
and  happiness  is  there  promised.  And  we  may  therefore  conclude, 
that  under  the  life  there  promised,  a  promise  of  future  happiness 
is  couched  and  includea,  though  not  directly  expressed.  The 
author's  argument  in  this  case  may  be  turned  against  him,  he 
argues  that  because  the  law  had  only  the  sanctions  of  temporal 
prosperity  and  adversity ;  therefore  it  could  only  relate  to  outward 
actions,  and  not  to  the  inwaixl  principles  and  motives  of  action, 
p.  27.  On  the  contrary,  it  may  reasonably  be  concluded,  that 
because  the  law  evidently  reached  unto,  and  was  designed  to  regu- 
late the  inward  principles  and  dispositions  of  the  heart,  and  indis- 
pensably required  inward  vital  religion  and  godliness,  therefore  the 
promises,  at  least,  the  general  ones  of  the  Lord's  being  their  God, 
&c.,  were  understood  to  extend  farther  than  merely  to  outward 
temporal  prosperity  and  adversity;  and  that  under  and  together 
with  the  promise  of  temporal  blessings,  those  of  a  spiritual  and 
eternal  nature  were  signified,  though  not  directly  expressed.  And 
I  shall  afterwards  show  that  good  men,  under  that  dispensation 
all  along  had  a  view  to  the  future  happiness,  as  the  reward  of 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


72  OBJECTIONS   AGAINST 

true  religion  and  righteousness ;  and  took  the  promises  of  temporal 
blessings  not  exclusively  of,  but  as  additional  to,  or  as  the  types 
and  pledges  of  the  spiritual  and  eternal  rewards  of  another  world, 
whicn  were  all  along  believed  among  that  people. 

But  thid  writer  farther  objects,  that  '  as  this  law  could  only 
reach  the  outward  practice  and  behaviour  of  men  in  society,  so  it 
was  very  defective  even  in  that,  as  providing  no  suflScient  remedy 
against  any  such  immoralities,  excesses,  and  debaucheries,  in  which 
a  man  might  not  only  make  a  fool  or  a  beast  of  himself,  without 
directly  hurting  his  neighbour  or  injuring  the  society/  p.  27. 
What  he  means  by  these  excesses  and  debaucheries  I  do  not  well 
know.  Adultery  and  fornication  are  strongly  and  expressly  for- 
bidden in  the  law.  And  as  to  drunkenness  and  intemperance 
which  he  seems  to  have  particularly  in  view,  I  think  that  passage, 
Deut  xxix.  19,  20,  fairly  and  strongly  implies  a  prohibition  and 
condemnation  of  it.  Where  it  is  said  concerning  the  man  '  that 
blesseth  himself  in  his  heart,  saving,  I  shall  have  peace,  though  I 
walk  in  the  imagination  of  mine  neart,  to  add  drunkenness  to  thirst, 
and  that  the  Lord  will  not  spare  him,  but  the  anger  of  the  Lord, 
and  his  jealousy  shall  smoke  against  that  man,  and  all  the  curses 
that  are  written  in  this  book  shall. lie  upon  him,'  &c.,  so  Deut.  xxi. 
20.  When  the  parents  are  ordered  to  bring  a  rebellious  son  to  be  pu- 
nished :  drunkenness  and  gluttony  are  particularly  mentioned,  as 
the  crimes  whereof  he  is  accused  before  the  magistrates  ;  they  shall 
say  unto  the  elders  of  his  city,  ^  this  our  son  is  stubborn  and  rebel* 
lious,  he  will  not  obey  our  voice,  he  is  a  glutton  and  a  drunkard  :* 
this  is  here  represented  as  one  of  the  worst  characters ;  and  then 
it  is  added,  ver.  21,  '  And  all  the  men  of  his  city  shall  stone  him 
with  stones  that  he  die.'  When  the  priests  are  most  strictly  com- 
manded to  drink  '  neither  wine  nor  strong  drink  lest  they  should 
die,'  when  they  went  *  into  the  tabernacle,  that  they  might  put  dif- 
ference between  holy  and  unholy,  between  clean  and  unclean ;  and 
^  that  they  might  teach  the  children  of  Israel  all  the  statutes  which 
the  Lord  had  commanded,'  Lev.  x.  9,  10,  11.  Though  the  prohibi- 
tion taken  in  its  utmost  rigour,  as  it  extended  to  a  total  abstinence 
from  all  wine  and  strong  drink,  only  obliged  them  whilst  they 
were  actually  ministering  in  the  sanctuary :  yet  the  reason  of  the 
command  sufficiently  intimated  the  necessity  of  a  constant  sobriety 
and  temperance  in  their  whole  conversation,  that  this  was  what 
Ood  expected  and  required  of  all,  and  that  drunkenness  was  what 
he  highly  condemned  and  disapproved.  The  same  might  be  ga- 
thered from  that  particular  constitution  concerning  the  Nazarites, 
who  being  peculiarly  devoted  to  God,  were  to  '  separate  themselves 
from  wine  and  strong  drink'  during  the  time  of  their  vow.  Numb, 
vii.  3.  Which  was  designed  to  let  the  people  know  how  pleasing 
sobriety  and  temperance  was  to  God,  and  that  as  they  were  all  to 
be  a  '  peculiar  people,  holv  unto  the  Lord,'  so  they  should  carefully 
avoid  all  intemperance  and  excess. 

But  what  this  writer  seems  to  lay  the  principal  stress  upon  is, 
•  that  the  obligation  of  the  law  with  respect  to  civil  or  social  vir- 
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tue>  extended  no  farther  than  to  the  members  of  that  society  :  that 
is,  to  those  who  were  of  the  natural  seed  of  Abraham^  or  such  as 
by  proselytism  were  incorporated  with  them,  and  allowed  to  live 
amongst  them ;  but  though  they  were  obliged  to  live  in  peace  and 
amity  with  one  another,  or  within  themselves,  yet  they  were  put 
into  a  state  of  war  with  all  the  rest  of  the  world.  They  were  not 
only  left  at  liberty,  but  encouraged  and  directed  by  Moses  himself 
to  extend  their  conquests  as  far  as  they  could,  and  to  destroy  by 
fire  and  sword,  any  or  every  nation  or  people  that  resisted  them, 
and  would  not  submit  to  become  their  subjects  and  tributaries 
upon  demand.'  And  after  mentioning  their  being  commanded  to 
extirpate  the  inhabitants  of  Canaan,  he  adds,  that  *  with  regard 
to  their  farther  conquest  of  other  nations,  for  which  they  were  de- 
signed, and  for  which  their  plan  of  government  w  as  contrived,  their 
commission  from  Moses  was,  to  offer  them  terms  of  peace,  in  which 
their  lives  were  to  be  spared  upon  condition  of  their  becoming 
subjects  and  tributaries  to  them  ;  and  in  case  of  refusal,  they  were 
to  destroy  all  the  males,  and  to  take  the  women  captives,  and 
to  seize  upon  all,  their  wealth,  and  proper  goods,  and  cattle,  as 
lawful  plunder,  Deut.  xx.  10 — 18.  And  that  thus  it  is  evident, 
that  the  people  of  Israel,  u)K)n  the  very  constitution  and  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  Moses,  were  not  to  maintain  any  peace  or  amity 
witn  any  other  nation  or  people,  but  on  condition  of  submitting 
unto  them  as  their  subjects,  slaves,  and  tributaries,  under  such 
terms  as  they  should  think  fit  to  impose,*  pp.  28,  29,  and  again  p. 
42,  he  saith,  that  ^  Moses  commands  all  idolatry  to  be  exterminated 
by  fire  and  sword,  not  only  in  Canaan,  but  in  all  the  rest  of  the 
world,  so  far  as  his  people  should  have  it  in  their  power.'  And 
p.  359,  that  *  the  Jewish  state,  or  the  religion  of  Moses  was  founded 
m  the  principles  of  persecution,  in  which  idolatry  was  to  be  ex- 
terminated, and  idolaters  to  be  destroyed  by  fire  and  sword ;  and 
he  there  observes  that  the  proselytes  of  the  gate,  that  were  not 
obliged  to  be  circumcised,  or  to  submit  to  the  ceremonial  law, 
yet  were  obliged  absolutely  to  separate  themselves  from  all  idol- 
aters, or  people  of  other  religions ;  which  separation  was  to  regard 
all  family  intercourse  of  eating  and  drinking  together,  and  even 
alliance  in  war»  or  any  other  conjunction  of  interest,  though  it 
should  appear  ever  so  necessary  for  mutual  defence,  and  seli-pre- 
servation.'  He  adds,  '  that  this  strict  and  rigid  separation  from 
all  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  abjuring  their  friendship  or  alliance 
as  idolaters,  is  so  closely  interwoven  with  all  the  laws  of  Moses, 
that  it  may  be  called  the  fundamental  constitution  of  that  state  or 
bodjr  politic.  This  Jewish  lawgiver  thought  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  keep  idolatry  and  false  religion  out  of  the  society,  but 
by  punishing  it  with  death  ;  and  that  true  religion  might  be  pro- 
moted and  secured  by  force,'  p.  360,  and  again,  p.  373.  That  '  this 
was  the  nature  and  genius  of  the  Jewish  religion,  in  which  the 
knowledge  and  worship  of  the  only  true  God  was  to  be  promoted 
and  secured  by  force  and  persecution,  and  by  rooting  out  idolatry, 
and  destroying  idolaters  by  fire  and  sword.' 
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I  have  put  these  several  passages  together  that  we  may  collect  the 
author^s  sentiments  on  this  head,  in  one  view^  and  in  their  full  force. 

As  to  the  first  thing  he  observes, '  that  the  obligations  of  the  law 
with  respect  to  civil  or  social  virtue,  extended  no  farther  than  to 
the  members  of  that  society,  and  that  though  they  were  obliged 
to  live  in  amity  with  one  another,  yet  they  were  put  into 
a  state  of  war  with  all  the  rest  of  the  world :'  this  is  a  very  unfair 
i*epresentation.  It  must  be  considered  indeed,  that  the  law  of 
Moses,  though  of  divine  institution  and  authority,  never  was  in- 
tended to  be  an  universal  law  obligatory  on  all  mankind,  but  was 
peculiarly  designed  for  that  one  nation,  to  whom  it  was  immedi- 
ately directed  and  published ;  and  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a  spe- 
cial covenant  between  God  and  them.  It  must  be  expected  there- 
fore that  directly,  and  in  the  first  place,  it  should  prescribe  how  the 
members  of  that  society  should  behave  among  themselves  ;  and  if 
it  prescribed  a  just,  a  friendly,  and  a  benevolent  conduct  in  society, 
this  must  be  owned  to  be  highly  laudable.  And  in  this  respect 
the  laws  of  Moses  are  admirable,  and  wonderfully  fitted  to  en^ge 
those  to  whom  it  was  given  to  all  the  offices  of  kindness,  and  bro- 
therly affection  towards  one  another.  The  obligation  it  lays  upon 
them  not  to  oppress  the  poor,  nor  to  detain  from  the  poor  deotor 
his  pledge,  if  it  was  any  thing  that  was  the  necessary  means  of  his 
subsistence,  or  maintaining  his  family :  the  commands  given  them 
to  lay  aside  all  enmity  and  revenge,  and  not  bear  a  secret  ^udge 
against  their  neighbour,  nor  refuse  assistance  even  unto  their  ene- 
mies, but  to  be  ready  to  do  them  kind  offices,  Exod.  xxii.  25—27  : 
xxiii.  4,5;  Deut.  xxiv.  10,  13.  The  kindness  and  equity  with 
which  they  were  obliged  to  treat  their  servants,  to  whom  they  are 
often  urged  by  this  consideration,  that  they  '  themselves  had  been 
servants  and  bondmen  in  the  land  of  Egypt,'  Exod.  xxi.  26,  27 ; 
Deut.  V.  16;  xv.  12 — 16;  xvi.  11,  12;  xxiii.l6, 16;  xxiv.  14,  16; 
the  many  precepts  obliging  them  to  pity  and  assist  the  poor  and 
distressed,  and  to  treat  them,  not  with  naughty  contempt  and  dis- 
dain, but  with  all  kindness  and  tenderness,  and  to  give  to  them 
liberally  and  without  grudging.  Lev.  xxv.  36;  Deut.  xv;  7 — 11. 
The  injunctions  laid  upon  them  not  to  take  advantage  of  any  per- 
son's bodily  weakness  and  infirmities  for  abusing  them,  not  to  lay 
a  stumbling  block  before  the  blind,  nor  to  curse  tne  deaf.  Lev.  xix. 
14;  Deut.  xxvii.  18.  These  and  other  precepts  of  the  like  nature 
show  such  an  equity,  such  a  spirit  of  tenderness  and  humanity  in 
the  law  of  Moses,  as  can  scarce  be  paralleled  in  any  laws  that  were 
given  to  any  other  nation. 

Nor  was  this  to  be  confined  merely  to  those  of  their  own  nation 
or  society.  They  are  very  frequently  commanded  to  show  kind- 
ness to  strangers,  and  not  only  not  to  vex  and  oppress  them, 
but  to  deal  kindly  and  tenderly  towards  them.  The  Jews 
themselves  observe  that  the  precepts  prescribing  a  just  and 
kind  conduct  to  strangers  are  inculcated  one  and  twenty  times  in 
their  law.  They  are  commanded  to  *  love  the  strangers  as  them^ 
selves,'  Lev.  xix.  34.     And  to  love  them  not  merely  as  they  were 
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iBCorpoiiated  into  the  same  society  with  themselves^  as  this  author 
represents  it^  but  to  love  and  do  good  to  them  considered  as 
strangers,  and  under  that  denomination.  This  is  urged  upon  them 
in  a  pathetical  manner^  both  by  arguments  drawn  from  the  example 
of  the  merciful  God  himself^  '  who  loveth  the  stranger ;'  and  be- 
cause they  themselves  had  '  been  strangers,'  and  'knew  the  heart 
of  strangers/  Deut  x.  17,  18,  19.  The  strangers  are  often  joined 
with  the  poor,  the  widow,  and  the  fatherless,  yea,  and  with  the 
Levites,  as  persons  that  should  in  a  particular  manner  be  pitied  and 
assisted  ;  and  whom  it  was  a  very  great  wickedness  to  vex  or  op- 
press, Deut.  xxiv.  19 ;  Lev.  xxv.  36  ;  Numb.  xxvi.  11.  The  glean- 
ings of  the  fields  were  to  be  left  for  them  as  well  as  the  other  poor, 
Lev.  xix.  10 .  xxiii.  22;  Deut.  xxiv.  20,  21.  22.  And  agreeable  to 
these  declarations  of  the  law,  to  deal  by  oppression  with  the 
stranger,'  and  to  '  oppress  the  stranger  wrongfully,*  is  represented 
as  a  crime  and  wickedness  of  a  very  heinous  nature,  and  tnose  that 
are  guiltv  of  it  are  reckoned  amongst  the  worst  of  sinners,  £zek. 
xxii,  7,  29  ;  Mai.  iii.  5.  I  add  as  a  proof  of  the  great  humanity 
of  Moses's  laws,  that  one  design  for  which  the  Sabbath  was  insti- 
tuted is  there  represented  to  be,  that  their  men  servants  and  maid 
servants,  and  tne  stranger  might  '  rest  and  be  refreshed,'  Exod. 
xxiii.  12 ;  Deut.  v.  14,  lo.  Nor  does  it  appear  that  their  kindness 
was  to  be  confined  to  strangers  of  any  one  party  or  religion.  It  is 
true,  they  were  not  to  sutler  strangers  to  dwell  among  them  that 
openly  professed  idolatry,  because  this  was  (as  I  shall  show)  a 
subversion  of  their  peculiar  constitution.  But  in  every  other  case 
they  were  to  allow  strangers  of  all  nations  to  live  among  them,  and 
were  obliged  by  their  law  to  treat  them  with  great  kindness  and 
humanity.  So  that  this  constitution  was  not  on  so  narrow  a  foun- 
dation as  the  author  represents  it.  They  were  not  to  confine  their 
kindness  to  those  of  their  own  nation  or  religion,  but  to  extend  it  to 
all  that  worshipped  the  one  true  God,  though  they  did  not  live  by 
their  laws,  nor  observe  their  customs :  and  were  far  from  exacting 
a  rigid  uniformity  of  sentiments  or  practice. 

'niis  writer  indeed,  to  make  the  Mosaical  constitution  seem  nar- 
rower, thinks  fit  to  represent  it  thus^  that  their  kindness  '  was  to 
extend  no  further  thsm  to  members  of  their  own  society,'  that  is, 
'  to  those  who  were  of  the  natural  seed  of  Abraham,  or  such  as  by 
proselytism  were  incorporated  with  them.'  But  it  is  far  from  being 
true,  that  their  kindness  was  to  be  confined  to  those  who  ^  were  in- 
corporated with  them,'  and  made  members  of  that  particular  soci- 
ety. This  writer  himself  elsewhere  acknowledgeth,  'that  under 
that  constitution  there  was  room  left  for  all  nations  to  be  pro- 
selyted or  naturalized,  without  bein^  circumcised  or  submitting  to 
the  ceremonial  law,'  p.  369.  Here  indeed  he  shows  his  iterance 
of  the  Jewish  constitutions,  or  else  wilfully  misrepresents  it,  when 
he  makes  their  being  proselyted  and  their  being  naturalized  to  be 
the  same  thing ;  and  in  several  other  parts  of  his  book  he  calls 
proselytism  naturalization,  as  if  they  were  synonymous  terms.  But 
though  the  proselytes  of  justice,  who  were  circumcised  and  obliged 
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to  observe  the  ceremonial  law,  might  be  properly  said  to  be  natu- 
ralized, and  incorporated  with  them,  ana  to  become  members  of 
that  society :  the  proselytes  of  the  gate  of  whom  he  there  speaks, 
could  not  be  said  to  be  so,  nor  were  ever  re^rded  by  the  Jews  as 
incorporated  with  them,  or  members  of  their  society.  They  still 
regarded  them  as  Gentiles,  and  were  wont  to  call  them  '  the  pious 
among  the  Gentiles.'  And  yet  all  such  persons  of  whatsoever  na- 
tion were  allowed  to  live  amongst  them,  and  the  law  of  Moses 
obliged  the  Israelites  to  treat  them  with  great  humanity  and  bene- 
volence, though  they  were  not  circumcised,  and  did  not  submit  to 
the  ceremonial  law.  Nor  were  they  ever  warranted  by  that  law  to 
enforce  the  observation  of  it  by  fire  and  sword,  or  to  use  any  me- 
thods of  violence  in  order  to  proselyte  those  of  any  other  nation  to 
their  religion,  or  to  persecute  them  if  they  refused  to  conform  to 
their  peculiar  rites.  There  is  not  any  one  precept  in  the  whole  law 
to  this  purpose.  It  is  therefore  a  very  wrong  account  that  he  gives 
of  the  Jewish  state  or  religion  of  Moses,  when  he  represents  '  it 
as  founded  in  the  principles  of  persecution,'  and  as  absolutely  in- 
consistent with  toleration,  indulgence,  and  liberty  of  conscience,  or 
the  rights  of  private  judgment. 

It  is  true,  that  under  that  constitution,  if  any  among  the  Israel- 
ites openly  served  other  gods,  and  endeavoured  to  seduce  others 
to  do  so,  they  were  to  be  put  to  death  ;  and  if  a  town  or  city  fell 
off  to  the  open  practice  of  idolatry,  the  ringleaders  were  to  be  in- 
quired after  and  punished  with  death ;  and  if  the  town  persisted 
in  it  after  due  inquiry  and  admonition,  it  was  to  be  destroyed. 
But  if  we  consider  the  peculiar  nature  of  that  constitution,  this 
may  easily  be  accounted  for.  One  great  design  for  which  that 
polity  was  erected,  was  to  establish  the  worship  of  the  one  true 
God  in  opposition  to  idolatry.  This  was  not  only  the  chief  prin- 
ciple of  their  reli^on,  but  the  principal  maxim  of  their  state.  For 
they  were  properly  a  community  or  body  of  people  fomied  into  a 
sacred  polity  under  God,  not  only  as  the  great  Governor  of  the 
world  as  he  is  to  the  rest  of  mankind,  but  as  in  a  special  sense 
their  King  and  Governor,  who  had  been  pleased  to  enter  into  a  pe- 
culiar relation  to  them  to  this  purpose,  whom  they  had  by  solemn 
covenant  acknowledged  and  recognized  as  such,  and  to  whom  they 
had  promised  and  vowed  obedience.  This  was  the  fundamental  of 
their  polity,  the  original  contract  upon  which  their  state  was 
founded.  Their  possession  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  all  the  ad- 
vantages and  privileges  promised  them,  absolutely  depended  by 
covenant  upon  their  persevering  in  the  worship  of  the  true  God. 
So  that  idolatry  or  the  worshipping  of  other  gods,  besides  the  com- 
mon guilt  inseparable  from  it,  as  it  is  a  very  criminal  breach  of 
the  law  of  nature,  was  in  that  constitution  an  act  of  rebellion 
against  their  rightful  acknowledged  sovereign,  and  a  dissolving 
the  original  fundamental  contract  that  lay  at  the  foundation  of  their 
whole  constitution,  and  by  which  it  subsisted.  And  in  this  view 
of  things,  those  that  were  guilty  of  idolatry  were  to  be  regarded  as 
in  the  worst  sense  traitors  and  enemies  to  their  country,  engaged 
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in  a  design  to  subvert  their  fundamental  constitution,  and  that  ori- 
ginal covenant  on  which  their  preservation  as  a  community^  and 
their  right  to  all  their  privileffes,  and  to  their  country  itself  de- 
pended. And  therefore  in  such  a  circumstance  of  things,  and  in 
a  state  so  constituted,  it  was  far  from  being  cruel  or  unjust,  or  con- 
trary to  the  liberties  of  mankind,  or  the  rights  of  conscience,  to  pu- 
nish idolaters  with  death ;  any  more  than  it  is  in  other  countries 
and  states  to  punish  high  treason  with  death,  or  a  conspiracy  to 
subvert  the  state.  And  to  have  tolerated  idolatry  in  such  a  consti- 
tution, would  have  been  as  ^at  an  absurdity,  as  it  would  have 
been  in  any  other  state  to  tolerate  the  open  avowed  enemies  of  the 
state,  and  those  who  manifestly  endeavour  to  subvert  it. 

Nor  does  it  follow  that  therefore  idolaters  are  now  to  be  punished 
with  death  in  Christian  states  and  commonwealths,  because  that 
particular  law  and  constitution  enjoining  it  is  now  no  longer  in 
force.  It  is  true  this  writer  urges,  that  '  whereas  it  has  been  com- 
monly said,  that  the  Jewish  religion  [and  government  was  a  theo- 
cracy, and  that  no  consequence  can  be  drawn  from  it,  to  any  other 
mere  human  forms  of  government ;  this  must  be  a  great  mistake. 
For  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  that  if  God  was  to  form  any  scheme 
or  model  of  government,  it  would  be  in  all  respects  the  fittest, 
wisest,  and  best  that  could  be  pitched  upon,  and  worthy  to  be  imi- 
tated under  every  other  state  and  constitution.  To  deny  this 
would  be  to  deny  God's  righteousness  and  superior  wisdom.  And 
therefore  he  hopes  the  patrons  of  the  old  scheme  of  the  Jewish 
law  and  religion,  and  they  who  would  now  found  Christianity  upon 
Judaism,  wnl  consider  what  they  are  about  before  they  go  much 
further,'  p.  373. 

It  will  be  easily  owned  that  a  scheme  and  model  of  government 
of  God's  own  appointment  must  be  the  fittest  and  wisest,  and 
most  worthy  to  be  imitated  in  the  like  circumstances  and  state  of 
things ;  and  consequently  it  will  be  owned  that  in  such  a  polity  so 
circumstanced  and  constituted,  and  of  such  a  peculiar  nature  as  the 
Jewish  was,  the  constitutions  of  that  commonwealth  which  were 
of  divine  appointment  would  be  worthy  to  be  imitated.  But  it 
does  not  follow  that  what  God  himself,  who  is  certainly  the  best 
jud^e,  thought  fittest  and  properest  in  one  circumstance  or  state 
of  things,  ought  to  be  followed  and  imitated  in  every  other  state 
and  circumstance  of  things :  or  that  the  laws  and  constitutions  he 
gave  as  peculiarly  adapted  to  such  a  constitution  should  be  im- 
itated bv  others,  where  that  constitution  with  the  peculiar  reasons 
on  which  it  was  founded  no  longer  subsists.  And  this  author  him- 
self must  acknowledge  this,  since  he  expressly  saith,  p.  207.  That 
'  what  God  would  reauire  at  one  time  under  such  particular  relations 
and  circumstances,  he  would  not  i^equire  at  another  time  under 
other  relations,  and  quite  different  or  contrary  circumstances.' 

But  though  idolatry  for  the  reasons  now  mentioned  was  punished 
with  death  in  the  land  of  Israel,  yet  it  is  far  from  being  true, 
though  this  author  repeats  it  over  and  over  with  great  confidence, 
that  they  were  obliged  by  the  law  to  *  extirpate  idolatry,  and  de- 
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stroy  idolaters  iu  all  nations  with  fire  and  sword.'  No  such  thing 
appears  in  the  law  of  Moses.  The  commands  there  given  to  de- 
stroy idolaters  manifestly  relate  to  those  among  themselves^  and 
in  their  own  land  that  should  worship  other  g^s :  as  is  evident 
from  Deut.  chap.  xiii.  And  when  they  are  commanded  to  destroy 
all  the  monuments  of  idolatry,  that  also  plainly  relates  to  the  land 
of  Canaan^  as  appears  from  all  the  passages  where  this  is  required^ 
Exod.  xxiii.  23,  24;  xxxiv.  11,  13;  Numb,  xxxiii.  52;  Deut.  vii. 
6 — 25  ;  xii.  1,  21.  See  also  Judg.  ii.  2,  and  there  is  not  one  pre- 
cept in  the  whole  law  directing  and  encouraging  them  to  extirpate 
idolatry,  and  to  destroy  idolaters  in  other  countries  by  fire  and 
sword.  Nor  do  we  read  of  any  war  ever  undertaken  by  any  of  the 
kings  of  Judah  or  Israel  beyond  the  bounds  of  Palestine,  merely  to 
extirpate  idolatry  and  to  destroy  idolaters.  David  was  the  most 
victorious  prince  they  ever  had,  and  was  exceedingly  zealous 
against  idolatry,  and  yet  it  doth  not  appear  that  any  one  of  his 
wars  was  undertaken  merely  for  the  sake  of  exterminating  idoU 
atry ;  nor  is  it  ever  taken  notice  of  that  he  destroyed  the  monu- 
ments of  idolatry  in  those  countries  which  he  subdued,  but  only 
that  they  became  tributary  to  him,  and  brought  him  gifts. 

It  is  hard  to  conceive  upon  what  grounds  this  writer  could  assert 
as  he  does,  that  Moses  was  very  confident  that  his  people  should 
have  it  in  their  power  to  extend  their  conquering  arms,  not  only 
in  Canaan  but  all  the  rest  of  the  world.  He  often  indeed  expresses 
his  confidence  that  they  should  conquer  Canaan  and  destroy  the 
nations  there  whom  Uod  had  devoted  to  destruction;  but  he 
never  once  intimates  any  confidence  that  he  had  concerning  their 
obtaining  an  universal  empire.  There  is  not  the  least  hint  in  ail 
the  Mosaic  writings  that  ever  he  believed  or  expected  any  such 
thing,  but  a  great  deal  to  the  contrary.  He  most  clearly  and  ex* 
pressly  foreteis  their  many  calamities  and  dispensations  ;  that  they 
should  be  scattered  through  all  nations,  not  as  lords  and  conquer* 
ors,  but  as  captives,  and  under  the  power  of  their  enemies,  see  Lev. 
zxvi.  and  Deut.  xxviii.,  and  his  admirable  song,  Deut  xxxii.  This 
author  himself  tells  us,  '  that  nothing  has  since  happened  to  the 
Jews,  but  what  Moses  had  foretold.  He  knew  from  what  he  had 
seen  and  experienced  of  them,  that  after  his  death  they  would  for- 
sake God,  forfeit  all  the  favour  and  protection  of  his  providence, 
and  be  finally  destroyed  and  dissolved  as  a  people.  And  he  left 
it  upon  record  against  them,  and  caused  his  last  dying  words  to  be 
written  and  prcFcribed  in  the  book  of  the  law,  pp.  327,  328.' 
Though  the  account  he  gives  of  what  Moses  had  experienced  of 
them  will  by  no  means  account  for  the  clear  and  admirable  predic- 
tions he  utters  concerning  the  fate  of  that  people  in  succeeding 
ages,  and  the  surprising  revolutions  that  befel  them  ;  yet  it  appears 
from  the  author's  own  confession,  that  Moses  did  not  believe  and 
expect  that  they  would  extend  their  conquests  through  all  nations, 
and  subdue  them  by  fire  and  sword,  of  which  yet  this  same  writer 
tells  us  '  Moses  was  very  confident.'  Nor  is  it  true  that  he  encou- 
raged and  directed  them  to  extend  their  conquests,  or  that '  their 
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constitution  and  plan  of  government  was  designed  and  contrived' 
for  it.  So  far  from  this,  that  rather  the  whole  frame  of  their  go- 
vernment was  so  contrived  as  to  discourage  and  hinder  them  from 
an  ambition  of  enlarging  their  empire.  Moses  could  not  more 
effectually  hinder  it,  than  by  binding  them  to  the  observance  of 
such  laws  and  constitutions,  as  rendered  it  in  a  great  measure  ex- 
tremely difficult,  if  not  impracticable*  to  make  and  maintain  large 
conquests  abroad.  The  utmost  extent  of  dominion  that  is  ever  men-> 
tioned  as  what  should  any  way,  or  at  any  time  belong  unto  them, 
and  which  they  actually  possessed  in  the  reign  of  David  and  Solo- 
mon, was  but  of  a  small  extent  compared  with  the  rest  of  the 
world,  even  as  known  in  Moses's  time,  viz.  from  the  river  of  Egypt 
to  Euphrates^  Gen.  xv.  18,  but  the  land  that  was  particularly  given 
them  ror  a  possession  was  very  small,  and  Moses  describes  it  with 
great  exactness,  and  the  bounds  of  it,  Numb;  xxxiv.  1 — ^13. 
Their  being  divided  into  several  tribes,  each  of  which  were  kept 
distinct,  and  had  their  several  lots  particularly  assigned  them  in  the 
land  of  Canaan ;  and  their  being  forbidden  ever  to  alienate  their 
inheritances  there ;  their  having  their  cities  of  refuse  assigned  to 
them  only  within  the  limits  of  that  land  ;  their  being  obliged  to 
offer  all  their  sacrifices  in  that  land,  and  at  the  tabernacle  or  temple 
there ;  their  sabbatical  years  and  jubilees,  and  many  other  consti- 
tutions of  a  peculiar  nature,  and  which  were  confined  in  the  ori- 
ginal appointment  to  the  land  of  Canaan  ;  all  these  things  suffici- 
ently show  that  they  were  ori^nally  designed  quietly  to  enjoy 
their  own  land,  governed  by  their  own  laws,  without  ambitiously 
attempting  to  extend  their  conquests  and  disturb  their  neighbours. 
Nor  can  it  be  supposed  that  Moses,  who  was  a  very  vnse  man, 
much  less  that  Goa  nimself  would  have  ever  ^iven  them  such  laws 
and  constitutions  as  these,  if  he  had  had  it  m  view  to  encourage 
the  people  to  go  to  conquer  all  nations,  and  extend  their  empire 
and  religion  throughout  tne  world.  Must  they  attempt  an  univer- 
sal or  extensive  dominion,  all  whose  most  solemn  acts  of  religion 
and  worship  were  by  tlie  fundamental  law  of  their  polity  to  be 
confined  to  one  small  country  ?  and  to  one  particular  place  there  ? 
Must  they  attempt  to  disturb  and  annoy  their  neighbours  merely 
from  an  ambitious  desire  of  empire,  when  all  their  males  were  ex- 
pressly and  solemnly  obliged  by  their  law  to  appear  three  times  2^ 
year  before  God  at  the  sanctuary,  and  to  leave  their  towns  and 
bouses  unguarded,  except  with  women  and  children  ?  The  same 
remark  may  be  made  upon  that  constitution  whereby  their  kings 
are  forbidden  to  multiply  horses  to  themselves.  Can  it  be  supposed, 
that  Moses  would  have  commanded  this  if  he  had  designed  his 
people  for  extending  their  conquests  through  a  great  part  of  the 
world,  which  could  scarcely  be  expected  or  attempted  without  cru- 
elty ?  This  is  a  plain  proof  that  he  designed  to  prevent  or  mortify 
a  restless  ambition  ana  desire  of  conquest,  by  in  a  great  measure 
rendering  them  incapable  of  it  in  an  ordinary  way.  1  hough  if  they 
were  invaded  he  exhorts  them  not  to  fear  the  horses  and  chariots 
of  their  enemies,  but  to  trust  in  God ;  to  show,  that  they  were  de- 
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signed  chiefly  for  derending  themselves  in  the  land  which  God 
had  given  them,  and  not  for  arbitrarily  oflending  and  invading 
others  from  no  other  motive  or  view  but  that  of  conquest.  When 
Moses  promises  national  blessings  and  prosperity  to  them  upon 
their  obedience,  Levit.  xxvi.  Deut.  xxviii,  he  doth  not  mention 
God^s    raising  them  to    universal   empire,    but  that  God  would 

§ive  them  plenty,  and  peace,  and  prosperity,  that  they  might 
well  safely  and  comfortably  in  their  own  land;  and  that  they 
should  be  more  happy  and  honourable  than  other  nations ;  and 
that  he  would  give  them  victory  over  their  enemies  that  '  should 
rise  up  against  tnem,'  i.  e.  that  should  attempt  to  disturb  and  in- 
vade them  :  for  that  this  is  the  meaning  or  that  phrase  in  the 
sacred  writings  is  evident  from  many  passages.  See  particularly, 
Deut.  xix.  11 ;  2  Kings  xvi.  7  ;  Ps.  lii.  1 ;  xvii,  7 ;  xviii.  48 ;  lix. 
I — 4;  xcii.  11. 

These  observations  will  help  us  to  form  a  right  judgment  of  the 
military  laws  in  the  twentieth  chapter  of  Deuteionomy  which  the 
author  refers  to.  If  wecompare  this  with  other  passages  of  the  law, 
and  with  the  whole  of  their  constitution,  we  shall  be  convinced  that 
the  design  of  this  chapter  is  not  to  direct  and  encourage  them  to 
'  extend  their  conquests  as  far  as  they  could,  and  to  destroy  any  or 
every  nation  that  would  not  submit  to  become  their  subjects  and 
tributaries  upon  demand.'  As  if  they  might  invade  whomsoever 
they  would  without  provocation,  or  any  other  reason  than  the 
desire  ot  making  conquests.  This  is  never  once  mentioned  in  the 
whole  law  as  a  sufficient  reason  for  going  to  war.  They  are  not 
encouraged  or  commanded  to  invade  any  except  the  devoted  nations, 
which  was  a  peculiar  case,  and  in  which  the]r  were  only  the  ex- 
ecutioners of  tne  just  sentence  denounced  against  them  by  God 
himself  for  their  execrable  wickedness.  But  there  were  several 
even  of  the  neighbouring  nations  whom  they  were  expressly  for- 
bidden to  meddle  with  ;  as  the  Edomites,  the  Ammonites,  the 
Moabites ;  and  were  told  that  God  had  given  those  nations  the 
several  countries  they  possessed  for  an  inheritance,  from  which 
they  were  not  to  endeavour  to  dispossess  them.  The  Ammonites 
and  Moabites  were  amongst  the  nations  with  whom  they  were  not 
to  cultivate  any  particular  friendship  or  amity,  or  to  seek  their 
prosperity,  because  of  their  injurious  and  wicked  treatment  of  them 
when  they  came  out  of  Egypt,  Deut.  xxiti.  3,  4,  6  ;  yet  they  were 
expressly  prohibited  to  invade  their  country,  or  to  distress  them, 
Deut  XI.  6,  9,  15.  This  sufficiently  showed  that  they  were  ndt 
causelessly,  and  of  their  own  mere  motion  to  invade  other  nations, 
even  though  they  were  idolaters,  from  a  mere  desire  of  conquest, 
and  enlarging  their  dominion  :  the  rules,  therefore,  given  them  for 
their  wars  in  the  twentieth  chapter  of  Deuteronomy,  do  not  relate 
to  wars  undertaken  only  from  a  motive  of  ambition  and  conquest, 
but  to  wars  that  were  just  and  necessary.  And  with  respect  to  the 
management  of  such  wars  they  are  directed  and  encouraged  in  the 
first  place,  not  to  be  afraid  of  their  enemies  in  the  field,  let  them 
appear  to  be  never  so  numerous  and  formidable,  and  better  ap- 
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pointed  for  war  than  themselves;  for  that  ^  God  would  be  with 
thero.'  And  then  if  they  conquered  their  enemies  in  battle,  they 
are  instructed  how  to  deal  with  their  cities  which  they  should  come 
to  besiege,  ver.  10,  &c.  Let  the  provocation  given  them  be  never 
so  great,  and  the  cause  of  the  war  never  so  just,  and  though  thev 
had  it  in  their  power  to  destroy  their  enemies,  yet  they  were  obliged, 
when  they  came  before  any  of  their  cities  first  '  to  proclaim  peace' 
unto  them,  that  is,  to  offer  to  let  them  live  quietly  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  country,  and  of  their  goods  and  possessions,  on  condition 
of  their  becommg  subjects  and  tributaries  to  them.  Thus  we  are 
told  concerning  the  Moabites  and  Syrians,  that  they  *  became 
David's  servants,  and  brought  him  gifts,'  2  Sam.  viii.  26 ;  and 
with  regard  to  ^^olomon,  that  '  he  reigned  over  all  the  kingdoms 
from  the  river,  that  is,  Euphrates,  unto  the  land  of  the  Philistines, 
and  to  the  border  of  Egypt'  (which  was  the  utmost  extent  of  do- 
minion that  ever  was  promised  any  way  to  belong  to  Abraham's 
seed),  '  they  brought  presents,  and  served  Solomon  all  the  days  of 
his  Ufe,*  1  Kings  iv.  21 ;  and  it  is  probable  that  except  the  tnbute 
they  paid  they  still  continued  to  be  governed  by  their  own  laws 
and  customs.  Now  it  would  be  hard  to  show  the  injustice  of  im- 
posing a  tribute  on  a  conquered  enemy,  whom  they  had  beaten  in 
the  field  in  a  just  war,  and  whose  cities  surrendered  to  them  as 
conquerors.     For  it  is  plain  that  this  is  the  case  here  supposed. 

The  next  direction  given  them,  relates  to  a  city  that  when  sum- 
moned by  their  victorious  arms  refused  to  surrender  to  them,  and 
was  taken  by  assault.  For  this  is  the  plain  meaning  of  it  when  it 
is  said,  '  if  it  (the  city)  will  make  no  peace  with  thee,  but  will 
make  war  against  thee,  then  thou  shalt  besiege  it ;  and  when  the 
Lord  thy  Ood  hath  delivered  it  into  thine  hands,  thou  shalt  smite,' 
&c.,  ver.  12,  13.  Though  they  had  refused  the  summons,  yet  if 
they  surrendered  before  they  were  taken  by  assault,  and  consented 
to  the  conditions  proposed  to  them,  they  were  to  be  spared ;  for 
though  only  one  summons  or  offer  of  peace  is  mentioned,  yet  no 
time  is  limited,  but  it  is  plainly  intimated  that  if  they  should 
*  make  an  answer  of  peace,'  and  open,  or  surrender  unto  them,  at 
any  time  before  their  city  was  taken  by  force,  their  lives  wei-e  to  be 
spared.  But  if  they  obstinately  rejected  all  offers  of  peace,  and 
after  being  made  to  know  what  they  were  to  expect  in  case  of  beine 
taken  by  force,  still  refused  to  surrender,  in  that  case  when  *  God 
delivered  the  city  into  their  hands,'  that  is,  when  they  took  it  by 
assault  (for  this  is  the  meaning  of  that  phrase  when  applied  to  be- 
sieged cities,  see  Josh.  x.  30,  32),  they  were  allowed  to  kill  all  the 
msles,  I.e.  all  that  bore  arms  ;  as  hath  been  usual  in  the  taking  of 
towns  by  storm.*    And  yet  even  then  they  were  not  in  the  fury  of 

*  In  those  days  aU  the  men  were  wont  to  fight  and  bear  arms  in  a  time  of  war,  es- 
pecially in  a  city  that  was  besieged  and  assaulted.  As  we  ma^  see  in  the  case  of  Ai, 
Jos.  Till.  14 — 16,  and  may  be  plainly  gathered  from  many  other  instances.  There  were 
not  properly  regular  forces  in  garrison  then  as  now,  but  all  the  citizens  were  soldiers. 
And  on  this  foundation  it  is  that  when  a  city  was  taken  by  assault,  the  males  and  they 
only  were  suffered  to  be  put  to  the  sword :  that  is,  the  yictors  by  this  law  had  a-Uberty     t 
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an  assault  to  kill  *  women  and  children/  see  ver.  14 ;  instances  of 
which  there  have  been  in  many  nations,  and  even  among  the 
Romans  themselves,  and  that  under  generals  famed  for  their  hu- 
manity,  as  Scipio  Germanicus,  Titus^  &c. ;  see  Orot.  de  Jure  Belli 
et  Pacisy  lib,  iii.  cap.  4,  sect.  9.  We  find  that  in  the  language  of 
Scripture  the  ruin  of  a  city  taken  by  assault  is  sometimes  expressed 
by  '  dashing  their  children  against  the  stones/  because  it  vras  but 
too  usual  to  do  this  on  such  occasions,  Isa.  xiii.  16,  18,  Ezek.  ix.  5 ; 
but  the  IsraeHtes  are  here  absolutely  forbidden  to  imitate  this  bar- 
barity. They  were  even  in  the  heat  of  an  assault  to  spare  the 
'  women'  and  *  little  ones;'  and  the  word  we  there  render  *  little 
ones/  signifies  any  male  or  female  under  Iwtnty  years  of  age  * ; 
the  principal  design,  therefore,  of  this  law  seems  to  be  to  limit 
their  rage,  and  to  show  the  utmost  to  which  they  were  ever  to 

Eroceed  in  cases  of  this  kind,  when  they  took  towns  by  assault  or 
y  storm  :  they  were  only  to  kill  the  males^  that  is,  those  that  bore 
arms,  but  were  not  to  wreck  their  fury  upon  the  young  ones,  or  the 
weaker  sex.  And  with  respect  to  the  malesj  or  men  in  arms,  if 
they  had  taken  any  of  them  captives,  and  had  spared  their  lives, 
this  would  not  properly  have  been  a  breach  of  this  law,  which  was 
not  designed  absolutely  to  bind  them  in  all  such  cases  to  kill  all 
the  males ;  but  not  to  kill  any  other  but  the  men,  and  so  the  Jews 
understood  it;  who  never  looked  upon  it  to  be  unlawful  for  them  in 
ordinary  cases  to  take  men  captives  in  war,  and  to  spare  their  lives. 
And  this  is  plainly  supposea   in   the  answer  which   Elisha   the 

frophet,  who  very  well  understood  the  law,  makes  to  the  king  of 
srael,  when  he  asked  whether  he  should  smite  the  Syrian  soldiers 
whom  he  had  taken  in  Samaria :  '  Thou  shalt  not  smite  them : 
wouldst  thou  smite  those  whom  thou  hast  taken  captive  with  thy 
sword  and  with  thy  bow  ?'  2  Kings  vi.  22.t 

I  would  observe  by  the  way,  that  with  respect  to  the  women 
that  were  taken  captives,  the  Israelites  were  not  allowed  by  the 

giren  them  to  slay  the  men,  or  in  othe)'  wot(1b,  those  that  fooght  affainat  them  and  re- 
sisted them.  Though  diis  did  not  pot  it  out  of  their  power  to  show  mercy  to  such 
of  them  as  they  should  see  fit  to  spare.  Josephus  gives  the  sense  of  the  law  of  Moses 
with  regard  to  the  management  of  the  war  thus,  that  when  they  overcame  in  fight 
KparrrvavTtc  ryfAayj  they  were  to  kill  those  that  resisted  to{>^  AvriTaKafikvovQ,  the  word 
properly  relates  to  those  uat  opposed  them  in  fight,  or  were  in  arms  against  them,  and 
were  to  keep  the  rest  alive  for  trihote.  And  this  seems  to  have  heen  the  real  intention 
of  this  law,  that  they  were  to  put  those  only  to  the  swcrd  that  resisted  them,  and  this 
eren  in  towns  taken  by  storm  or  assault,  when  there  is  usuaUy  a  greater  liberty  for 
slaughter  than  in  other  cases,  and  against  an  enemy  that  had  unjustty  made  war  upon 
thenu  And  if  we  may  credit  the  most  eminent  Jewish  writers  they  thought  themselves 
i>bliged,  when  they  besieged  or  assaulted  a  town  not  to  begirt  it  closely  on  all  sides, 
but  to  leave  one  side  open,  that  such  of  their  enemies  as  had  a  mind  might  flee  away 
and  save  their  lives.  And  this  custom  they  will  have  to  be  derived  from  Moses.  So 
Alairoonides  represents  it.  And  that  this  was  a  very  ancient  tradition  among  thera 
appears  from  the  Targum  of  Ben  Uzziel,  in  Numb.  xxxi.  7.  See  Selden  de  Jure  Nat. 
et  Gentium,  lib.  vi.  cap.  15 ;  and  Grot,  de  Jure  Belli,  &c,  lib.  iii.  cap.  11, 1. 14. 

*  See  Scbindler  in  voce,  t\\o, 

t  Of  which  words  Ben  Gerson  gives  this  sense.  If  thou  wooldst  slay  persons  be- 
cause Uiou  hadst  thyself  taken  tltem  captives  in  war,  it  would  be  a  very  unworthy 
action,  and  it  would  be  much  more  to  slay  tliose  whom  the  blessed  God  himself  hath 
made  thy  captives.     And  Jarchi  explains  it  to  the  same  purpose 
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law  to  Tiolate  them.  If  any  of  them  saw  and  liked  a  beautiful 
captive^  he  was  first  to  take  her  to  his  house,  and  allow  her  a  month 
to  bewail  her  father  and  mother,  which  showed  a  great  deal  of  ten- 
derness and  humanity  towards  the  captive,  and  at  the  same  time 
gave  space  for  the  heat  of  his  passion  to  abate ;  and  if  his  affection 
to  her  still  continued,  he  was  to  marry  her,  and  take  her  for  his 
wife,  or  if  he  did  not  continue  to  love  her,  was  to  give  her  her 
liberty,  see  Deut.  xxi.  10 — 15.  This  wise  constitution  was  de- 
signed to  lay  a  restraint  on  their  exorbitant  lusts,  to  which  soldiers 
are  very  prone  to  give  a  full  loose,  especially  in  a  town  taken  by 
assault. 

And  lastly,  the  orders  given  in  that  20th  chapter  of  Deuteronomy, 
ver.  19,  not  to  *  destroy  the  fruit  trees'  in  a  siege,  because  they 
were  *  man's  life ,'  or  useful  for  sustaining  life ;  and  which  the 
Hebrew  doctors  justly  interpret,  as  extending  to  all  things  of  the 
like  nature ;  that  is,  not  to  commit  needless  cruel  wastes  and  de- 
vastations in  the  enemy's  land,  shows  that  Moses  was  far  from 
encouraging  such  a  fierce  and  savage  spirit  in  the  management  of 
their  wars  as  this  writer  would  have  us  oelieve. 
.  I  would  only  farther  observe,  that  whereas  Moses,  after  giving 
these  dii'ections  as  to  the  management  of  the  war,  saith,  ^  Thus 
shalt  thou  do  unto  all  the  cities  which  are  very  far  off  from  thee  :' 
this  is  not  to  be  understood,  as  this  wi'iter  would  have  it,  as  if  it 
was  designed  to  encourage  them  to  carry  their  conquering  arms 
through  all  the  world  to  the  most  distant  nations.  What  is  meant 
by  the  cities  '  veiy  far  off'  from  them,  Moses  himself  explains  in 
the  following  words :  for  he  immediately  adds,  *  Which  are  not  of  the 
cities  of  these  nations.'  The  latter  phrase  is  evidently  designed  to 
be  explicatory  of  the  former;  and  to  show  whom  they  were  to  un- 
derstand by  the  cities  that  were  very  far  off  from  them,  even  all 
that  did  not  properly  belong  to  the  devoted  nations  of  the  land  of 
Canaan.  And  it  is  certain  that  in  Scripture  language  the  words 
*  far  off*  do  not  always  denote  a  great  distance,  but  are  sometimes 
applied  to  places  that  were  not  truly  remote.  Thus  we  are  told 
concerning  the  waters  of  Jordan  when  the  Israelites  passed  over, 
that  they  ^  rose  up  on  an  heap  very  far  from  the  city  Adam  that 
is  beside  Zaretan,'  Josh.  iii.  16,  though  this  was  not  many  miles 
off  in  the  plains  of  Jordan ;  compare  1  Kings  vii.  46.  The  inha- 
bitants of  Laish  are  said  to  be  '  far  from  the  Zidonians,'  Judg. 
xviii.  7,  88;  though  they  were  but  a  day's  journey  from  them,  ac- 
cording to  Josephus.  And  any  stranger  that  is  not  of  Israel* is 
represented  as  '  of  a  far  country,'  and  '  as  coming  from  a  far 
countiy,'  Deut.  xxix.  22,  1  Kings  viii.  41,  2  Chron.  vi.  32.  So 
that  the  meaning  is  plainly  this,  that  they  were  to  conform  to  the 
directions  he  had  given  them,  in  all  their  wars  with  any  other 
nations  but  the  Ccmaanites,  whom  God  had  devoted  to  utter  de*- 
struction. 

Having  considered  what  the  author  objects  against  the  law  of 
Moses  from  its  constitutions  of  war,  and  supposed  intentions  of 
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universal  conquest^  I  shall  not  need  to  say  much  to  that  part  of 
his  reflections^  where  he  urges  it  as  a  proof  of  the  spirit  of  in- 
humanity and  persecution  in  that  law,  that  it  obliged  them  abso- 
lutely to  separate  themselves  from  all  idolaters,  and  to  have  no 
alliances  with  them.  He  tells  us,  '  that  by  the  law  even  the  pro- 
selytes of  the  gate,  who  were  not  obliged  to  be  circumcised,  yet 
were  obliged  absolutely  to  separate  themselves  from  all  idolaters,  or 
people  of  other  religions  (so  he  very  candidly  interprets  it,  as  if  to 
De  '  idolaters,'  and  to  be  *  people  or  other  religions,'  were  terms  of 
the  same  signification) ;  and  that  this  separation  was  to  regard  all 
family  intercourse,  of  eating  and  drinking  together,  cohabitation, 
intermarriages,  alliances  in  war,  or  any  other  conjunction  of  in- 
terest, though  it  should  appear  never  so  necessary  for  mutual  de- 
fence and  self-preservation ;  and  that  this  strict  and  rigid  sepa- 
ration from  all  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  abjuring  their  friendsnip 
and  alliances  as  idolaters  is  so  clearly  interwoven  with  all  the  laws 
of  Moses,  that  it  may  be  called  the  fundamental  constitution  of 
that  state  or  body  politic,'  p.  360. 

It  will  be  easily  owned  that  the  Jews  were,  by  their  constitution 
and  peculiarities,  designed  to  be  kept  a  separate  people,  and  from 
confounding  themselves  with  other  nations ;  and  this  was  ordered 
for  very  wise  and  valuable  ends,  some  of  which  have  been  hinted 
at  already.  But  the  •  proselytes  of  the  gate'  were  not  bound  by 
those  peculiar  distinctive  rites  that  kept  the  Jews  separate  from 
other  nations ;  especially  those  that  related  to  the  distinction  of 
meats,  and  to  ceremonial  impurities.  And  whereas  he  tells  us  that 
the  '  proselytes  of  the  gate'  were  obliged  absolutely  to  separate 
from  all  idolaters,  even  with  regard  to  ^  alliances  in  war,  or  any 
other  conjunction  of  interest,  though  it  should  appear  never  so  ne- 
cessary for  mutual  defence  and  self-preservation ;  this  is  not  true 
even  of  the  Jews  themselves.  They  were  not  obliged  by  any 
precept  of  that  law  never  to  have  *  any  alliances  in  war,  or  any 
other  conjunction  of  interest'  with  the  heathen  nations,  though  it 
should  '  appear  never  so  necessary  for  mutual  defence  and  self- 
preservation.'  The  precepts  of  the  law  forbidding  them  to  make 
any  covenant  or  league  relating  to  the  nations  of  Canaan,  or  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land,  as  is  evident  from  all  the  passages  where 
this  is  mentioned,  see  Exod.  xxiii.  32,  33,  Exod.  xxxiv.  12,  15, 
Deut.  vii.  1,  2,  to  which  may  be  added,  Judg.  ii.  2.  The  learned 
Grotius  hath,  in  a  few  words,  set  this  matter  in  a  clear  light,  de 
Jure  Belli  et  Pacis,  lib.  ii.  cap.  15,  sect.  9,  where  he  observes  that 
the  Jews  are  nowhere  in  the  law  forbidden  to  make  treaties  of 
commerce  with  the  Pagans,  or  any  other  such  covenants  which 
tended  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  pai'ties.  He  instances  in 
Solomon's  league  with  Hiittm,  king  of  Tyre,  for  which  he  is  so  far 
from  being  blamed,  that  it  is  mentioned  as  an  instance  of  the  *  great 
wisdom'  which  the  *  Lord  had  given  him,'  1  Kings  v.  12;  and  be- 
fore that  there  had  been  a  great  friendship  between  Hiram  and 
Da^d,  ver.  1,  as  also  between  king  David,  and  Nahash,  king  of 
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the  Ammonites ;  and  he  was  willing  also  to  have  kept  up  the  same 
friendly  intercourse  with  his  son,  though  no  man  was  more  zealous 
against  idolatry  than  that  prince,  see  2  Sam.  x.  2.  So  far  is  it 
from  being  true  which  this  writer  here  alleges,  that  they  were  to 

*  abjure  all  ft-iendship  and  alliances  with  idolaters/  and  that  they 

*  were  not  to  maintain  any  peace  or  amity  with  any  other  nation  or 
people,  but  on  condition  of  submitting  to  them  as  their  subjects, 
slaves,  and  tributaries/  as  he  affirms,  p.  29 ;  and  Grotius  there  ob- 
serves, that  the  Maccabees,  who  were  very  strict  in  observing  the 
law  of  Moses,  entered  into  a  league  with  the  Lacedemonians,  and 
with  the  Romans,  for  mutual  assistance  and  defence,  and  that  with 
the  consent  of  the  priests  and  people,  and  even  offered  sacrifices  for 
their  prosperity,  1  Mac.  viii.  and  xii.  As  to  marriages  with  idolaters 
the  case  is  different.  This  is  a  much  nearer  union  than  what  arises 
from  treaties  of  commerce,  or  leagues  made  for  mutual  defence. 
It  depends  more  on  a  person's  own  choice  and  inclination,  whereas 
the  other  may  be  necessary  in  certain  conjunctures  and  circumstances 
for  the  public  safety.  The  danger  of  being  perverted  to  idolatry  is 
much  greater  in  this  case  than  in  the  other,  and  of  having  the  chil- 
dren and  family  bred  up  to  idolatry  and  fdse  worship,  which  every 
good  man  would  be  desirous  to  prevent. 

And  accordingly,  even  the  Christian  Institution,  which  is  so 
kind  and  benevolent,  and  every  where  breathes  universal  charity 
and  good  will  towards  mankind,  yet  forbids  our  entering  into  a 
conjugal  relation  with  idolaters  and  unbelievers;  see  2  Cor.  vi. 
14 — 16.  So  that  this  part  of  the  Mosaic  constitution  is  far  from 
proving  what  our  author  produces  it  for,  that  it  was  founded  on 
the  principles  of  persecution,  and  on  a  want  of  benevolence  to  man- 
kind. It  is  not  indeed  to  be  wondered  at  that  this  writer  finds  fault 
with  this,  who  commends  the  Gnosticks  not  only  for  marrying  with 
idolaters,  but  for  feasting  with  them  in  the  idol  temples,  and  join- 
ing with  them  in  all  the  outward  acts  of  their  idolatrous  worship, 
which  he  seems  to  think  not  only  lawful  but  commendable,  pro- 
vided they  still  kept  from  a  mental  adoration  of  the  idol,  pp«  388, 
389.  It  will  be  easily  granted  this  never  was  allowed  to  the  Jews, 
nor  is  it  to  those  whom  ne  is  pleased  to  call  Jewish  Christians,  that 
is,  to  those  that  are  Christians  upon  the  foot  of  the  New  Testament, 
or  the  religion  taught  by  Christ  and  his  apostles.  And  however 
such  a  conduct  mayl)e  consistent  with  this  man's  moral  philosophy, 
yet  how  it  can  be  made  to  consist  with  common  honesty  I  can- 
not see* 
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CHAPTER  V. 

The  author's  pretence  that  the  law  of  Moses  encouraged  huDUui  sacrifices  as  the  highest 
acts  of  religion  and  devotion  when  offered  not  to  idols  hut  to  the  true  God.  Such 
sacrifices  plainly  forhi(k|en  in  the  law  to  he  offered  to  God.  His  account  of  Lev. 
xxvii.  28,  29,  considered.  The  argument  he  draws  from  the  law  for  the  redemption 
of  the  first-horn  turned  against  him.  The  case  of  Abraham's  offering  up  his  son 
Tsaac  considered  at  large.  Not  done  in  conformity  to  the  customs  of  the  Canaanitea. 
The  true  siate  of  the  case  laid  down.  Humn  sacrifices  not  encouraged  hy  this  in- 
stance, hut  the  contrary.  Abraham  himself  had  full  assurance  that  this  command  came 
from  God.  Upon  what  grounds  his  having  had  such  a  command  from  God  is  credible 
and  probable  to  us.  It  could  not  be  owing  to  the  illusions  of  an  evil  spirit :  por  to 
the  force  of  his  own  enthusiasm.  The  author's  pretence  that  this  in  stance  destroys 
the  law  of  nature,  and  leaves  all  to  mere  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure,  examined. 

The  Moral  Philosopher  has  several  other  objections  against  the 
law  of  Moses  scattered  through  his  book.  He  would  fain  have  it 
thought  that  that  law  encourages  and  approves  *  human  sacrifices.' 
The  author  of  '  Christianity  as  old  as  the  Creation/  had  laboured 
this  point  before  him,  and  what  he  offers  on  this  head  hath  received 
a  full  answer,*  But  these  gentlemen  are  never  weary  of  repeating 
the  same  objections  with  as  much  confidence  as  if  not  tne  least 
notice  had  been  ever  taken  of  them  before.  This  writer  is  pleased 
to  tell  us,  that,  ^  among  the  free  will  offerings  offered  by  the  Jews 
under  the  law,  human  sacrifices  were  looked  upon  as  the  most 
efficacious  and  acceptable  to  the  Lord.  And  though  they  were  not 
exacted  by  law  (though  if  the  interpretation  he  pretends  to  give  of 
Lev.  28,  29,  be  just,  they  were  exacted  by  law),  yet  they  were  en- 
couraged and  indulged  as  the  riches  and  donations,  and  as  the 
testimony  of  the  most  perfect  religion,  and  highest  deeree  of  love 
to  God.  Indeed,  such  burnt-offerings  of  their  sons  and  daughters 
to  idols  and  false  gods  were  represented  as  the  greatest  possible 
abomination  ;  and  for  tlie  same  reason  such  oblations  were  regarded 
as  the  highest  possible  acts  of  religion  and  devotion,  when  they 
were  intended  and  given  up  as  sacrifices  of  atonement  to  the  true 
God,'  pp.  1^,  130, 

But  certainly,  since  there  are  such  particular  directions  given  in 
the  law  relating  to  sacrifices,  appointing  what  things  were  to  be 
offered  to  God,  and  in  what  manner ;  if  human  sacrifices,  or  the 
offering  of  their  sons  and  daughters,  were  there  designed  to  be 
encouraged  as  the  most  valuable  oblations,  and  acts  ^  of  the  most 
perfect  religion,'  there  would  have  been  directions  in  the  law  con- 
cerning them.  And  there  not  being  the  least  direction  there  given 
relating  to  any  such  sacrifices,  when  there  are  such  minute  and 
particular  directions  in  every  other  kind  of  oblations,  is  a  manifest 

•  See  answer  to  Christianity  as  old  as  the  Creation,  vol.  ii.  p.  468,  ot  seq. 
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Eroof  that  they  were  never  designed  to  be  encouraged  and  approved 
y  that  law,  and  indeed  is  equivalent  to  an  express  prohibition  of 
them  under  that  constitution.  For  they  were  strictly  enjoined  to 
keep  close  to  the  law  in  their  sacred  ceremoniesi  and  not  to  add 
thereto  or  diminish  from  it,  and  particularly  were  not  suffered  to 
offer  any  other  sacrifices,  or  in  any  other  manner  than  was  there 
expressly  appointed.  But  besides  this,  there  is  as  plain  a  prohi* 
bition  of  those  human  sacrifices  as  can  be  desired  in  the  law  itself, 
Deut,  xii.  30,  31.  In  that  chapter  God  forbids  his  people  to  wor- 
ship him  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  rites  with  which 
the  heathens  worshipped  their  idols.  In  the  beginning  of  that 
chapter,  after  having  mentioned  their  worshipping  their  gods  upon 
the  *  high  mountains'  and  *  hills,'  and  in  '  the  groves,'  and  with 
^  graven  images,'  he  adds,  ver.  4,  '  Thou  shalt  not  do  so  unto  the 
Lord  thy  God  ;*  that  is,  thou  shalt  not  offer  sacrifices  to  him  in  the 
high  places  and  groves  as  they  worshipped  their  idols ;  but  as  it 
follows,  ver.  5,  6,  '  Unto  the  place  which  the  Ix>rd  thy  God  shall 
choose,  shall  ye  come,  and  thither  shall  ye  bring  your  burnt-offer- 
ings/ See,  and  then,  ver.  30,  31,  he  forbids  their  imitating  the  hea- 
thens in  offering  up  human  sacrifices  to  him  as  they  did  unto  their 
gods.  *  Take  hoed  to  thyself  that  thou  be  not  snared  by  following 
them,  after  that  they  be  destroyed  before  thee,  and  that  thou  in- 
quire not  after  their  gods,  saying,  how  did  these  nations  serve  their 
gods  ?  even  so  will  1  do  likewise.  Thou  shalt  not  do  so  unto  the 
Lord  thy  God :  for  ever^  abomination  to  the  Lord  which  he  hateth^ 
have  they  done  unto  their  gods  :  for  even  their  sons  and  daughters 
they  have  burnt  in  the  fire  unto  their  gods.'  It  is  very  evident 
here  that  God  plainly  forbids  his  people,  not  only  to  worship  their 
gods,  but  to  imitate  them  in  the  manner  of  their  worship.  And 
particularly  he  mentions  their  sacrificing  of  their  sons  and  daughters 
to  their  gods,  as  a  thing  which  was  highly  abominable  in  his  sight; 
and  that  therefore  the  Israelites  should  not  imitate  this  detestable 
practice  in  his  worship.  *  They  should  not  do  so  unto  the  Lord 
their  God.'  And  in  the  words  immediately  following  in  opposition 
to  this,  he  charges  them  to  *  observe  to  do  whatsoever  he  com- 
manded them  ;'  and  forbids  tnem  to  '  add  thereto  or  diminish  fironi 
it.'  Taking  the  whole  passage  together,  I  think  it  plainly  appears 
from  it,  that  by  the  law  of  Moses  God  was  so  far  from  encouraging 
the  Israelites  to  offer  up  human  sacrifices  to  him  as  the  heathens 
did  to  their  idols,  or  teaching  tltem  to  regard  it  as  the  highest  pos- 
sible act  of  devotion  when  done  to  the  true  God,  that  he  could 
not  more  strongly  express  his  absolute  detestation  and  abhorrence 
of  it. 

There  is  no  necessity,  therefore,  of  examining  the  author's  account 
of  that  passage,  Lev.  xxvii.  28,  29,  which  cannot  admit  the  in- 
terpretation he  puts  upon  it.  Indeed  the  account  he  gives  of  it, 
and  of  the  vows  intended  in  that  chapter,  is  so  confused  and  ob- 
scure, that  I  must  confess  I  do  not  understand  it,  and  it  is  of  little 
importance  to  seek  out  his  meaning.  I  shall  only  observe  that 
whereas  he  speaks  of  two  sorts  of  vows,  *  general  and  special^  one 
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distinction  between  them  he  supposes  to  lie  in  this,  that  with  regard 
to  the  former  there  was  a  right  of  redemption  by  the  law  ;  but  in  the 
latter  case,  whatever  portion  or  thing  had  been  thus  especially 
*  vowed,  must  be  destroyed  by  fire,  and  taken  off  from  the  use  of 
man  as  a  bamt-offering  unto  the  Lord.'  And  to  this  he  applies  the 
28th  and  29th  verses,  which  he  renders  thus :  *  Nevertneless  no- 
thing separate  from  the  common  use,  that  a  man  doth  separate 
unto  the  Lord,  of  all  that  he  hath,  whether  it  be  man  or  beast,  or 
land  of  his  inheritance,  may  be  sold  or  redeemed  ;  for  every  thing 
separate  from  the  cpmmon  use  is  holy  unto  the  Lord  :'  that  is,  ac- 
cording to  this  author's  account  of  it,  it  *  must  be  destroyed  by 
fire,  and  taken  off  from  the  use  of  man  as  a  burnt-offering  unto  the 
Lord.'  So  that  if  his  interpretation  be  admitted,  the  field  of  a 
man's  possession  when  thus  devoted  to  the  Lord,  was  to  be  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  and  taken  off  from  the  use  of  man  as  a  burnt-offer- 
ing unto  the  Lord.  And  yet  he  that  here  makes  the  nature  of  these 
special  vows  to  consist  in  this,  that  what  was  thus  specially  vowed 
to  God  was  not  to  be  redeemed,  but  of  necessi^  must  *  be  de- 
stroyed by  fire  as  a  burnt-offering  unto  the  Lord ;'  in  a  page  or  two 
after  declares,  that  the  thing  devoted  to  God  by  this  special  vow 
became  the  *  absolute  property  of  the  priest,  who  might  either 
sacrifice  it,  or  sell  it,  as  ne  thought  fit ;  and  he  thinks  that  if  there 
were  not  ^  as  many  burnt-offerings  of  the  human  kind  as  there 
might  have  been,  it  was  because  the  priest  had  good  reason  for  it, 
not  to  burn  any  thing  in  common  cases  that  would  yidd  money,' 
p.  141.  Thus  our  Moral  Philosopher,  in  his  eager  zeal  to  expose 
the  priests'  mercenariness,  doth  not  reflect  that  he  contradicts  and 
exposes  himself  as  a  captious  and  inconsistent  writer. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  a  large  explication  of  that  passage,  Lev. 
xxvii.  28,  29,  which  he  has  so  miserably  mangled.  It  is  done  fiilly 
and  accurately  by  the  most  learned  Mr.  Selden,  lib.  4,  de  Jure 
Nat.  et  Gent.  cap.  6 — 11.  I  shidl  only  observe  briefly,  that  the 
former  part  of  that  chapter  relates  to  things  dedicated  or  consecrated 
to  God  by  a  '  simple  vow,'  whether  men  or  beasts,  or  houses  or 
lands,  which  might,  after  having  been  thus  dedicated  or  conse- 
crated, be  redeemed  with  money.  The  28th  verse  relates  to  things 
devoted  to  God  by  a  cherem  (for  that  is  the  word  in  the  original, 
different  from  what  was  used  concerning  the  other  vows),  that  is, 
by  a  vow  of  a  peculiar  nature,  accompanied  with  a  curse  (for  this 
is  the  proper  notation  of  the  word) ;  and  whatever  a  roan  *  should 
thus  devote  unto  the  Lord  of  all  that  he  had  (that  is,  of  persons  or 
things  that  were  his  own  property),  whether  of  man  or  beast,  or 
field  of  his  possession,  was  to  be  perpetually  employed  for  the  uses 
to  which  it  was  devoted.  The  man  that  gave  or  vowed  it  could 
never  redeem  it  If  it  was  land  that  was  thus  devoted,  it  was  ab- 
solutely given  to  the  use  of  the  sanctuary ;  if  it  was  a  man  or  a 
slave  (for  this  is  spoken  concerning  such  men  as  were  their  abso- 
lute property,  and  included  under  that  general  expression,  '  all 
that  a  man  hath,'  that  is,  his  proper  goods),  he  was  to  be  per- 
petually employed  in  the  service  of  the  sanctuary,  or  icur  the  use  of 
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the  priests,  and  never  to  be  redeemed ;  such  probably  were  the 
Nethinimsy  whom  David  and  the  princes  are  said  to  have  '  ap- 
pointed for  the  service  of  the  Levites,'  Ezra  viii.  20.  This,  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  all  the  Jewish  writers  is  all  that  is  intended 
in  the  28th  verse ;  but  the  29th  verse,  which  follows,  doth  not 
relate  to  things  which  a  man  should  devote  to  sacred  uses  out  of 
what  he  had,  that  is,  of  his  own  possession  or  property,  of  which 
alone  the  28th  verse  is  to  be  understood ;  but  it  relates  to  persons 
devoted  to  destruction  by  a  solemn  cherem  or  curse  ;  as  the 
Canaanites  were,  by  God's  own  appointment,  for  their  execrable 
wickedness.  An  instance  of  which  we  have  in  Jericho,  Josh.  vii. 
17,  18,  where  this  word  cherem  is  several  times  made  use  of  to 
signify  their  bein^  accursed,  or  devoted  to  utter  destruction.  And 
such  of  the  Israelites  as  fell  into  open  idolatry,  were  also,  by  the 
appointment  of  the  law  itself,  to  be  devoted  to  destruction.  See 
Exod.  xxii.  20 :  'He  that  sacrificeth  unto  any  God  save  unto  the 
Lord,  he  shall  be  utterly  destroyed ;  or  he  shall  be  devoted.'  For  the 
word  there  used  in  the  original  is  precisely  the  same  that  is  used  in 
the  passage  we  are  considering.  Lev.  xxvii.  29,  and  is  here  rendered 
'  devoted/  The  word  cherem  is  also  used,  Deut.  xiii.  15,  to  signify 
the  destruction  of  a  city  that  revolted  to  idolatry ;  it  was  to  be 
destroyed  as  execrable  and  accursed.  And  accordingly  the  Sep- 
tuagint  render  the  original  word  which  we  translate  '  destroying  it 
utterly,  avadifxaTi  av^iixarhriy  ye  shall  curse  it  with  a  curse.  And 
none  of  these  persons  that  were  thus  devoted  to  destruction  for 
just  causes  by  a  solemn  cherem  or  curse  were  to  be  redeemed  :  no 
ransom  whatsoever  was  to  be  accepted  for  them,  but  they  were 
sure  to  be  put  to  death.  This  is  the  account  the  Jews  themselves 
give  of  this  passage.  Lev.  xxvii.  29,  and  which  renders  it  perfectly 
consistent  with  other  passages  in  the  Ivw ;  but  certainly  it  cannot 
be  understood  to  relate  to  human  sacrifices,  which,  as  I  have  shown, 
are  nowhere  required  in  the  law,  yea,  are  plainly  forbidden  there. 
As  to  the  instance  of  Jephthah  which  he  here  produces,  whether 
he  did  indeed  sacrifice  his  daughter  unto  the  Lord,  is  a  question 
debated  amongst  the  most  learned  critics,  both  Jews  and  Christians, 
and  still  like  to  be  so  ;  though  this  writer,  with  his  usual  confidence, 
very  magisterially  determines  it,  without  bringing  any  new  light  to 
the  question,  except  by  calling  the  opinion  he  does  not  like  *  mon- 
strous and  ridiculous.'  But  let  us  suppose  that  Jephthah  did  indeed 
sacrifice  his  daughter,  it  only  follows  that  he  did  wrong  in  it  through 
a  mistaken  zeal  and  scrupulosity  ;  since,  as  I  have  shown,  the  law 
of  Moses  nowhere  allowed  human  sacrifices.  None  of  the  Jews, 
ancient  or  modern,  that  ever  mention  this  action  of  Jephthah's,  ap- 

Erove  his  doing  it ;  and  if  it  had  been  approved  and  thought  fit  to 
e  imitated,  bow  comes  it  that  this  is  the  only  instance  that  can  be 
produced,  and  that  we  have  no  account  of  any  of  their  most  zealous 
great  men  or  heroes  ever  offering  such  human  oblations,  as  un- 
doubtedly they  would  have  done,  if  such  oblations  had  been  re- 
garded as  the  most  exalted  acts  of  devotion  as  this  author  would 
have  us  believe  ? 
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The  argument  he  endeavours  to  bring  from  the  law  for  redeeming 
the  first-born  may  be  turned  against  him,  and  proves  the  very 
contrary  of  what  he  produces  it  for.  Since  when  God  challenges 
every  first  born  male  of  man  and  beast  to  himself^  in  memorial  of 
his  slaying  the  first-bom  of  the  Egyptians,  and  sparing  the  Israelites, 
which  was  a  wise  constitution,  aptly  contrived  to  keep  up  a  con- 
stant memorial  of  this  most  extraordinary  event,  and  consequently 
of  their  deliverance  out  of  Egypt,  the  remembrance  of  which  it  was 
of  high  importance  to  preserve  throughout  all  their  generations ;  I 
say,  when  ne  made  this  constitution,  he  commanded  the  first-born 
among  clean  beasts  to  be  sacrificed ;  but  with  regard  to  the  first- 
born of  unclean  beasts,  which  were  forbidden  in  the  law  to  be 
sacrificed,  and  all  the  first-born  among  men,  they  were  expressly 
commanded  to  redeem  them.  A  manifest  proof  that  as  he  would 
not  have  unclean  beasts  to  be  sacrificed,  so  neither  would  he  have 
any  human  sacrifices  to  be  oflfered  to  him.  This  is  the  plain 
original  law  relating  to  that  matter,  Exod.  xiii.  15,  18.  Yet  this 
writer  has  the  confidence  to  tell  us,  that  this  law  concerqing  the 
redemption  of  the  first-bom,  which  he  calls  a  *  severe  law,  whereby 
were  enjoined  such  terrible  things  in  righteousness,'  laid  themlinder 
an  obligation  to  sacrifice  their  first-born  children  unto  God.  He  is 
pleased,  indeed,  to  allow  that  '  this  law  was  afterwards  very  much 
mitigated  or  rather  repealed/  viz.  upon  *  God's  accepting  all  the 
males  of  Levi  for  the  first-bora  males  of  all  other  tribes,  as  a  ransom 
and  redemption  of  their  lives  and  souls.'  And  if  we  would  know 
how  far  that  severe  law  was  mitigated  or  repealed,  he  informs  us 
that  it  consisted  in  this,  that  ^  God  hereby  remitted  the  legal  ob- 
ligation of  human  sacrifices,  and  left  it  to  the  free  choice  and  volun- 
tary oblation  of  his  people,  whether  their  bumt-offerings  of  this 
kind  should  be  either  male  or  female,  and  whether  it  should  be  the 
first-born  or  not,'  see  pp.  137,  138.  So  that  he  supposes,  that 
before  the  Levites  were  taken  instead  of  the  first-born,  the  Israelites 
were  under  a  legal  obligation  to  offier  up  all  their  first-bom  male 
children  as  sacrifices  or  burnt-offerings  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  after- 
wards they  had  the  honour  done  them  to  leave  it  to  their  choice, 
not  whether  they  should  offer  up  any  of  their  children  at  all,  but 
to  offer  either  males  or  females,  or  any  other  of  their  children,  whe- 
ther of  the  first-born  or  not. 

But  certainly  an  author  that  is  capable  of  writing  at  this  rate 
can  have  little  regard  either  to  tmth  or  decency,  or  to  his  own  re- 
putation ;  since  it  is  impassible  he  should  not  be  sensible  that  all 
this  is  his  own  fiction,  without  the  least  foundation  in  the  law  itself 
to  support  it.  The  original  law  which  he  refers  to,  Exod.  xiii.,  is 
so  far  from  laying  the  Israelites  under  a  *  legal  obligation'  to  offer 
their  first-bom  as  sacrifices  to  God,  that  to  have  done  so  would 
have  been  the  most  express  and  manifest  breach  of  that  law,  which 
at  the  same  time  that  it  commands  the  firstlings  of  clean  beasts  to 
he  sacrificed,  expressly  commands,  a^ain  and  again,  not  that  the 
first-born  of  men  should  be  sacrificed,  but  that  they  should  be  *  re- 
deemed,' see  Exod.  xiii.  13,  14;  sec  also  Numb,  xviii.  15,  16.    And 
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when  Ood  took  the  Levites  instead  of  the  first-born  to  himself,  and 
declared  that  they  should  be  his^  as  the  first-bom  should  have  been 
his  in  whose  stead  they  were  taken  ;  this  plainly  shows  that  aa  the 
firstUngs  of  clean  beasts  were  by  virtue  of  their  consecration  to  the 
Lord  to  be  sacrificed,  because  sacrifices  of  such  things  were  what 
the  Lord  accepted  ;  so  the  first-born  among  men,  by  virtue  of  their 
being  sanctified  to  the  Lord,  must  have  been  not  sacrificed^  but 
appropriated  to  his  more  immediate  use,  and  to  the  sei*vice  of  the 
sanctuary ;  because  God  did  not  accept  of  human  sacrifices.  And 
accordingly  it  pleased  him  to  take  the  Levites  in  their  stead  to  serve 
him  in  the  sanctuary,  whom  he  gave  to  Aaron  and  the  priests  to 
minister  unto  tbem.  This  is  the  plain  meaning  of  that  transaction 
of  which  we  have  an  account,  Numb.  iii.  7,  8,  9,  12,  13,  41,  45. 
His  poor  playing  upon  the  word  redeemed  is  too  trifling  and  con^ 
temptible  to  be  ^en  notice  of  in  opposition  to  the  evident  meaning 
of  the  text. 

The  instance  he  produceth  of  Abraham's  attempting  to  offer  up 
his  son  Isaac  is  so  tar  from  proving  that  God  is  represented  in  the 
books  of  Moses  as  approving  human  sacrifices,  that  it  rather  proves 
the  contrary ;  since,  though  God  for  the  trial  of  his  faith  and  obe* 
dience  saw  fit  to  command  him  to  offer  up  Isaac,  yet  he  would  not 
suffer  him  to  execute  it.  His  forbidding  him  by  a  voice  fi*om 
heaven  to  lay  his  hand  upon  his  son,  showed  that  though  he  would 
have  his  servants  pay  an  entire  submission  to  his  authority  and 
will  in  all  things,  and  to  be  ready  to  renounce  their  dearest  interests 
for  his  sake,  yet  to  be  worshipped  with  human  sacrifices  was  what 
he  did  not  approve,  and  would  not  in  any  case  permit ;  and  there- 
fore would  not  suffer  it  to  take  eflTect,  not  even  in  this  single  and 
extraordinary  instance,  though  he  could  easily  have  raised  Isaac 
from  the  dead,  and  have  thus  restored  him  to  his  indulgent 
father. 

But  this  case  deserves  to  be  more  distinctly  considered,  especially 
as  our  author  here  expresseth  himself  with  such  a  pecuUar  air  of 
confidence  and  triumph,  as  if  it  were  a  thing  that  could  not  possibly 
be  defended.  And  many  have  taken  pleasure  in  representing  it  as 
absolutely  contrary  to  all  justice  and  reason,  and  the  law  of  nature, 
though  the  Scripture  bestoweth  high  encomiums  upon  it  as  a  noble 
instance  of  Abraham's  faith  and  obedience. 

Our  Moral  Philosopher  would  be  thought  to  state  the  question 
relating  to  the  case  of  Abraham  with  greater  exactness  than  hath 
been  hitherto  done,  and  pretends  that  it  hath  been  very  much  mis- 
taken by  those  that  have  undertaken  to  defend  it.  He  acknow- 
ledgeth  that  ^  no  doubt  but  every  positive  law,  of  what  nature  or  kind 
soever,  must  be  just  and  right,  supposing  it  to  be  a  command  from 
God,  how  unreasonable  or  unfit  soever  it  might  appear  to  our  weak, 
imperfect,  and  limited  understandings.  But  then  he  saith,  ^  the 
question  is,  how  God  should  command  any  such  things,  or  what 
proof  could  be  given  of  it  if  he  did.  A  question  which  our  sys- 
tematical divines  and  positive  law-men  never  cared  to  meddle  with. 
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though  this  is  the  only  thing  they  ought  to  speak  to,  if  they  would 
say  any  thing  to  the  purpose/  p.  134. 

It  is  not  improper  here  to  observe,  that  from  his  own  concessions 
it  plainly  follows,  that  a  thing's  appearing  unreasonable  or  unfit  to 
our  understandings  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  our  rejecting  it,  if 
we  have  otherwise  a  sufficient  proof  that  this  command  came  from 
God.  For  in  that  case  we  ought  to  charge  the  apparent  unfitness 
of  it  on  the  weakness  or  darkness  of  our  own  understandings,  and 
to  believe  that  it  would  appear  to  us  fit  and  reasonable,  if  we  viewed 
it  in  the  same  light  in  which  the  divine  understanding  beholds  it, 
and  could  take  in  the  whole  compass  of  things,  and  the  relation 
they  bear  to  the  order  and  harmony  of  the  whole.  But  then  he 
saith  the  Question  is,  *  how  God  should  command  such  things,  or 
what  proof  could  be  given  of  it  if  he  did  V  As  to  the  question, 
^  how  God  should  command  such  things,  i.e.  things  that  may  ap* 
pear  unreasonable  or  unfit  to  our  weak,  imperfect,  and  limited  un- 
derstandings V  the  answer  is  plain,  he  may  command  such  things 
whenever  it  so  happens,  that  though  through  the  weakness  of  our 
understandings  they  appear  unfit  to  us,  yet  in  his  own  comprehen- 
sive wisdom  he  sees  them  to  be  fit  and  proper  to  be  required  of  us 
in  that  circumstance  of  things,  and  may,  therefore,  see  reasons  for 
laying  those  commands  upon  us,  which  we  do  not  at  present  see, 
but  shall  know  afterwards.  But  he  farther  asks,  if  God  gave  such 
a  command,  what  proof  could  be  given  of  it  ?  And  he  particularly 
asks, '  How  came  Abraham  to  know  this  Y  I  answer,  that  Abraham 
knew  it  by  extraordinary  revelation,  which  may  be  conveyed  into 
the  mind  with  such  overpowering,  iri'esistible  light  and  evidence 
that  a  man  can  no  more  doubt  of  it  than  of  any  thing  that  he  hears 
or  sees.  Concerning  which  see  above,  pp.  12 — 14,  where  it  is  also 
shown  that  this  author  himself  acknowledgeth  that  such  an  imme- 
diate revelation  may  give  an  assurance  and  certainty  to  the  mind 
equal  to  that  arising  from  a  mathematical  demonstration.  And 
particularly  with  regard  to  this  case  of  Abraham,  I  cannot  but 
think  the  reflection  Maimonides  makes  a  very  just  and  sensible 
one  :  *  That  we  are  taught  by  this  history  that  the  prophets  were 
fully  assured  of  the  truth  of  those  things  which  God  spake  to  them, 
which  they  believed  as  strongly  as  things  of  sense.  For  if  Abraham 
had  in  the  least  doubted,  whether  this  was  the  will  of  God  or  no, 
he  would  never  have  consented  to  a  thing  which  nature  abhorred.* 
More  Nevoch.  p.  3,  cap.  24. 

It  will  farther  confirm  this,  if  it  be  considered,  that  this  was  not 
the  first  time  of  God's  communicating  his  will  to  Abraham  in  a 
wav  of  extraordinary  revelation.  •  He  had  done  it  several  times 
before,  and  that  in  such  a  manner  as  gave  him  full  assurance  that 
it  was  God  that  spake  to  him.*  In  obedience  to  the  will  of  God 
thus  signified  he  dad  left  his  own  country  and  kindred,  and  came 
into  a  land  that  he  was  an  entii'e  stranger  to.    And  when  it  was 

*  See  this  well  urged,  '  Revelation  examined  with  Candour/  vol.  ii.  dissert.  8. 
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declared  to  him  in  the  same  way  of  extraordinary  revelation,  that 
he  should  have  a  son  by  his  wife  Sarah,  though  he  was  an  hundred 
years  old,  and  she  was  ninety,  and  bad  been  barren  all  her  days : 
he  firmly  believed  it,  however  incredible  it  might  seem  to  be,  be- 
cause he  knew  and  was  persuaded  that  it  was  God  himself  that 
promised  it.  And  this  promise  of  God,  though  contrary  to  the 
course  of  nature,  was  exactly  fulfilled.  When,  therefore,  the  com- 
mand came  to  him  about  sacrificing  his  son,  it  found  him  perfectly 
well  acc^uainted  with  the  manner  of  God's  appearing  to  him,  and 
communicating  his  will.  And  however  strange  and  unaccountable 
that  command  might  appear,  yet  he  knew,  by  undoubted  evidences^ 
that  it  was  the  same  God  that  spake  to  him,  and  gave  him  this 
command,  that  had  spoken  to  him  on  so  many  occasions  before, 
and  had  entered  into  covenant  with  him,  and  given  him  so  many 
tokens  of  his  favour.  And  as  his  soul  was  steadily  possessed  with 
the  most  adoring  thoughts  of  God's  supreme  authority  and  do- 
minion, and  the  most  unshaken  persuasion  of  his  power,  wisdom, 
righteousness,  and  goodness,  so  he  did  not  doubt  but  he  had  wise 
and  glorious  ends  in  view  in  this  particular  extraordinary  method 
of  procedure,  though  he  could  not  at  present  distinctly  discern 
them ;  and  therefore  exercised  an  implicit  dependence  on  the  su- 
preme wisdom  and  goodness,  and  an  entire  resignation  to  the  divine 
will.  He  knew  what  promises  God  had  made  to  him  with  regard 
to  Isaac,  and  was  firmly  persuaded  that  he  would  order  matters  so 
that  they  should  all  be  fully  accomplished ;  and  that  as  he  had 
received  him  from  God  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  and  now  was 
going  to  g|ive  him  up  to  him  in  obedience  to  his  command,  so  he 
should  receive  him  from  him  again  to  greater  advantage ;  *  account- 
ing that  God  was  able  to  raise  him  from  the  dead  ;'  as  the  apostle 
expresseth  it,  Heb.  xi.  19.  Considered  in  this  view  there  is  no- 
thing in  Abraham's  conduct  that  is  absurd  or  contrary  to  reason, 
nothing  but  what  is  suitable  to  his  own  amiable  character,  and 
which  manifested  the  most  excellent  dispositions.  And  if  God  saw 
fit  to  take  this  extraordinaiy  method  to  produce  those  glorious  dis- 
positions into  a  full  and  open  light  to  the  view  and  admiration  of 
angels  and  men,  by  exercising  him  with  one  of  the  greatest  trials 
that  human  nature  can  undergo  (for  what  could  be  a  greater  trial 
than  to  command  him  to  offer  up  his  son  Isaac,  who  was  the  heir 
of  the  promises,  which  seemed  not  only  to  be  a  losing  his  most  be- 
loved son,  but  a  subverting  all  his  own  hopes  and  the  promises 
made  to  him  ?)  I  can  see  nothing  in  this  that  can  be  proved  to  be 
unworthy  of  the  divine  wisdom  and  goodness.  The  temporary 
pangs  and  uneasiness  this  gave  Abraham  were  abundantly  com- 
pensated by  the  unalterable  transports  of  joy  that  must  needs  have 
overflowed  his  soul  when  he  found  his  beloved  child  at  once  re- 
stored to  him  as  it  were  from  the  dead,  his  obedience  so  highly  ap- 
proved by  God  himself,  and  the  promises  renewed  to  him  in  a  more 
ample  and  glorious  manner  than  before.  This  triumph  of  hi  s  faith 
in  such  an  unparalleled  trial,  must  have  produced  a  satisfaction  of 
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him  he  was  to  have  the  posterity  that  was  to  inherit  the  land  of 
Canaan ;  bv  him  he  was  to  have  that  seed  in  whom  all  the  families 
of  the  earth  were  to  be  blessed ;  in  a  word,  he  looked  upon  this 
child  as  the  heir  of  all  the  promises,  and  of  the  covenant  These 
being  his  sentiments,  and  which  were  confirmed  in  him  by  repeated 
revelations  from  time  to  time,  it  could  never  have  entered  into  his 
mind,  merely  by  the  force  of  his  own  imagination,  that  God  who 
had  promised  all  this,  would  require  of  him  to  put  Isaac  to  death, 
in  whom  alone  all  these  promises  were  to  receive  their  accomplish- 
ment. However  strong  we  suppose  the  force  of  his  enthusiasm  to 
be,  it  would  never  have  carried  him  to  imagine  a  thing  contrary  to 
all  his  hopes  and  expectations,  and  to  all  the  former  revelations 
which  he  believed  he  had  received  from  God.  It  would  have  pro- 
duced  visions  more  agreeable  to  his  darling  hopes  which  he  had  so 
long  conceived,  and  which  were  so  dee{)ly  fixed  in  his  soul.  But 
if  we  should  suppose  that  he  had  conceived  so  strange  and  wild  a 
fancy  in  his  circumstances,  as  to  cause  him  to  believe  so  strongly, 
that  God  had  given  him  such  a  command,  how  comes  it  that  the 
same  heated  imagination  did  not  carry  him  to  execute  it  ?  Can  it 
be  imagined  that  the  same  pang  of  enthusiasm  that  wrought  in 
him  so  strong  and  peremptory  an  assurance,  that  it  was  the  com- 
mand of  heaven  that  he  should  sacrifice  his  son,  and  that  carried 
him  to  the  very  point  of  executing  it,  should  in  the  same  instant 
make  him  believe  that  he  heard  a  voice  from  heaven  forbidding 
him?  This  is  absolutely  inconceivable.  His  stopping  in  such 
circumstances,  and  when  he  was  so  absolutely  possessed  with  the 
belief  of  a  divine  command,  could  never  be  owmg  to  the  workings 
merely  of  his  own  fancy ;  and  showed  that  neither  the  beginning 
nor  the  ending  of  it  was  owing  to  the  mere  heat  of  his  own  ima- 
gination. 

A^in,  if  all  this  from  first  to  last  was  an  illusion  of  Abraham's 
own  imagination,  and  entirely  owing  to  the  force  of  his  enthusiasm, 
then  it  must  have  been  supposed  that  his  other  visions,  and  the 
appearances  of  God  to  him,  and  the  promises  made  to  him  were 
also  nothing  else  but  workings  of  his  own  fancy.  And  no  doubt 
this  author  would  have  it  understood  so.  But  we  have  good  evi- 
dence to  the  contmry.  Could  he  by  the  mere  force  of  enthusiasm 
foretel  that  his  posterity  should  be  in  a  state  of  servitude  and  afflic- 
tion in  a  foreign  land,  and  at  the  end  of  four  hundred  years  be 
brought  out  in  a  wonderful  manner  with  great  substance,  and  re- 
turn again  to  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  have  it  given  them  for  an 
inheritance?  see  Gen.  xv.  13 — 16.  Could  his  enthusiasm  enable 
him  certainly  to  know  that  his  wife  Sarah,  who  had  been  barren  all 
her  days,  and  was  then  ninety  years  old,  should  bear  him  a  child 
when  he  was  an  hundred  ?  Or  if  he  had  been  so  wild  as  to  have 
conceived  an  expectation  of  a  thing  so  absolutely  beyond  the 
course  of  nature,  could  he  by  the  mere  force  of  enthusiasm  have 
effected  it  ? 

Add  to  this,  that  Abraham  was  a  wise  and  excellent  person,  one 
of  the  most  honoured  and  distinguished  characters  in  all  antiquity ; 
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eminent  for  his  piety,  prudence^  and  probity,  and  therefore  greatly 
respected  when  alive,  and  his  memory  afterwards  had  in  the  highest 
esteem  and  veneration  throughout  all  the  east ;  whereas  according 
to  this  representation  he  must  have  been  a  perfect  madman^  one  of 
the  wildest  and  most  frantic  enthusiasts  that  ever  lived.  His  faith 
so  much  celebrated  in  Scripture  was  all  frenzy,  and  he  believed  not 
in  God,  but  in  the  illusions  of  his  own  heated  imagination.  How  is 
this  consistent  with  the  account  given  of  him  both  in  the  Old 
Testament  and  the  New  ?  The  law,  the  prophets,  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ,  and  his  apostles,  all  concur  in  giving  testimony  to  Abraham 
as  an  illustrious  prophet,  who  had  immediate  communication  with 
the  Deity,  and  to  whom  God  was  pleased  in  an  extraordinary  man- 
ner to  reveal  and  make  known  his  will.  The  reality  of  God's  ap- 
pearances to  Abraham,  oft  he  covenant  made  with  him,  and  the  pro- 
mises given  him  is  every  where  supposed,  and  continually  referred  to. 
It  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  succeeding  revelations.  He  is  ho- 
noured both  in  the  Old  Testament  and  in  the  New,  with  the  glo- 
rious title  of  the  *  friend  of  God,'  Isa.  xli.  8  ;  James  ii.  23.  Our 
Saviour,  whenever  he  mentions  him,  does  it  in  such  a  manner  as 
shows  the  high  esteem  he  had  for  him ;  and  he  positively  declares, 
that  ^Abraham  saw  his  day  and  was  glad,'  which  evidently  relates 
to  the  promise  made  to  him,  that  in  his  *  seed  should  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth  be  blessed  ;'  which  was  particularly  renewed  to  him  on 
the  occasion  we  have  been  now  considering.  Tne  apostle  Paul,  for 
whom  this  writer  professes  a  great  respect,  frequently  takes  notice 
of  the  promises  given  by  God  to  Abraham,  and  the  covenant  made 
with  him,  as  thhigs  of  undoubted  certainty ;  he  often  makes  men- 
tion of  him  with  the  most  glorious  encomiums,  as  the  most  emi- 
nent example  of  a  noble  ana  steady  faith  in  God  to  all  generations, 
the  'father  of  all  the  faithful ;'  and  represents  all  true  Christians  as 
his  '  seed,  and  blessed  together  with  him.'  And  lastly,  with  re- 
spect to  this  particular  instance  of  his  offering  to  sacrifice  his  son, 
this,  instead  of  being  represented  as  a  mad  fit  of  enthusiasm,  only 
owing  to  the  frenzy  of  an  over-heated  imagination,  is  mentioned 
by  two  inspired  writers,  St.  Paul  and  St.  James,  as  the  most  illus- 
trious proof  of  the  greatness  of  his  faith  and  obedience.  The  tes- 
timony of  the  apostle  Paul  to  this  purpose  is  very  remarkable,  Heb. 
xi.  17,  18,  19  :  *  By  faith  Abraham,  when  he  was  tried,  offered  up 
Isaac :  and  he  that  had  received  the  promises,  offered  up  his  only 
begotten  son :  of  whom  it  was  said,  that  in  Isaac  sh^ll  thy  seed  be 
called :  accounting  that  God  was  able  to  raise  him  up  even  from 
the  dead  ;  from  whence  also  he  received  him  in  a  figure.  To  which 
may  be  added  that  of  St.  James,  which  is  no  less  full  and  express, 
James  ii.  21, 22, 23:  '  Was  not  Abraham  ourfather  justified  by  works 
when  he  had  offered  Isaac  his  son  upon  the  altar  r  Seest  thou  how 
faith  wrought  with  his  works,  and  by  works  was  faith  made  per- 
fect ?  And  the  Scripture  was  fulfilled,  which  saith,  Abraham  be- 
lieved God,  and  it  was  invputed  unto  him  for  righteousness,  and  he 
was  called  the  friend  of  God.' 

By  this  time  this  writer  may  see  upon  what  grounds  it  is  credible 
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and  probable  to  us,  that  Abraham  had  not  merely  a  belief  or  con- 
ceit of  such  a  thing,  that  is,  that  he  was  not  merely  a  frantic  vision- 
ary or  enthusiast,  but  that  he  really  had  such  a  command  from 
God»  which  he  imagines  none  of  our  present  clergy  will  undertake 
to  prove. 

feut  our  author  has  fairly  let  us  know,  that  whatever  proof  could 
be  produced  for  it,  he  would  have  no  regard  to  it,  since  he  roundly 
pronounces  that  it  is  impossible  to  be  proved.  '  That  God  in  this 
or  any  other  case  should  dissolve  the  law  of  nature,  and  make  it  a 
man's  duty  as  a  thing  morally  i*easonable  and  fit,  to  act  contrary 
to  all  the  natural  principles  and  passions  of  the  human  constitu- 
tion, is  absolutely  increaible,  and  cannot  possibly  be  proved.  And 
upon  such  a  supposition,  I  defy  all  the  clergy  in  England  to  prove 
that  there  is  any  such  thing  as  a  law  of  nature,  or  that  any  thing 
can  be  just  or  unjust,  morally  fit  or  unfit,  antecedent  to  a  positive 
will,  tor  upon  this  principle  I  think  it  is  evident  that  nothing 
can  be  right  or  wrong,  fit  or  unfit  in  the  reason  of  things ;  but 
that  God  may  command  the  most  unfit  or  unrighteous  things  by 
mere  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure.  A  supposition  which  must  un- 
hinge the  whole  frame  of  nature,  and  leave  no  human  creature  any 
rule  of  action  at  all/  And  in  his  great  kindness  to  the  clergy 
he  supposes  this  to  be  the  reason,  viz.  because  it  unhinges  the 
whole  frame  of  nature,  and  leaves  men  no  rule  of  action  at  all, 
this  ^  is  the  reason  that  the  hierarchy  in  all  ages  and  countries  have 
been  infinitely  fond  of  such  a  notion,  and  have  greedily  snatched 
at  this  instance,  in  order  to  set  aside  the  law  of  nature,  and  to 
substitute  their  own  positive  laws  in  the  room  of  it,'  pp.  133,  134. 
By  the  way  I  would  observe,  that  the  apostle  Paul  himself,  whom 
this  writer  calls  the 'great  freethinker  of  his  age,  the  bold  and 
brave  defender  of  reason  against  authority,'  p.  74,  must  be  involved 
in  the  same  accusation  of  designing  to  subvert  the  law  of  nature ; 
since  as  I  have  shown,  he  highly  extols  this  action  of  Abraham  as 
a  glorious  proof  of  his  faith  and  obedience  to  God.  So  that  here  we 
have  a  specimen  of  our  author's  regard  for  the  apostle  and  for  Chris- 
tianity, of  which  we  shall  have  many  instances  before  we  have  done. 

But  let  us  proceed  to  a  more  particular  consideration  of  what  he 
ofiers.  I  will  grant  him,  in  as  strong  terms  as  he  pleases,  that 
there  is  a  Maw  of  nature,'  that  is,  a  law  that  hath  a  real  and  just 
foundation  in  the  very >nature  of  things:  and  that  there  is  right 
and  wrong,  fit  and  unfit  in  the  very  nature  and  reason  of  things  ; 
that  is,  there  is  something  in  the  nature  of  things  that  makes  it 
fit  and  proper  for  reasonable  creatures  to  act  after  such  or  such 
a  manner,  m  such  or  such  circumstances  and  relations.  Nay 
further,  I  will  readily  own  that  it  is  a  part  of  the  law  of 
nature,  or  it  is  fit  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  parents  should 
love  their  children  and  cherish  them,  and  endeavour  to  pre- 
serve their  lives,  and  to  do  them  good ;  and  that  it  is  in 
the  nature  of  things  unfit  that  they  should  do  them  hurt,  and 
destroy  them.  But  this  is  not  to  be  understood  in  so  extensive  a 
sense  as  if  it  admitted  of  no  limitation,  and  as  if  in  no  case  what- 
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soever  it  could  ever  be  lawful  for  parents  to  put  their  children  to 
death.  I  shall  not  insist  on  the  laws  of  several  nations,  particu- 
larly the  ancient  Roman  laws,  which  gave  parents  a  power  of  life 
and  death  over  their  own  children  ;  but  I  believe  it  will  scarce  be 
denied  that  cases  may  happen  where  it  may  become  the  duty  of  a 
parent,  if  he  be  at  the  same  time  a  magistrate,  to  inflict  upon  his  chil- 
dren a  capital  punishment,  if  their  crimes  require  it  And  Brutus 
was  always  admired  by  Rome  when  in  its  lioerty,  for  causing  his 
sons  to  be  scourged  and  put  to  death  in  his  sight,  for  endeavouring 
to  betray  their  country.  In  these  instances  indeed  the  children 
are  supposed  to  be  criminal.  But  let  us  put  the  case,  that  a  pa- 
rent by  giving  up  his  own  son  to  death,  though  the  best  deserving 
in  the  world,  and  chargeable  with  no  crime,  could  deliver  his  coun- 
try from  slavery  and  ruin,  the  very  law  of  nature  in  such  a  case 
would  make  it  his  duty  to  control  nis  natural  affection  to  his  own 
offspring,  and  cause  it  to  give  way  to  a  superior  law,  the  good  of 
the  public.  And  as  the  public  good  is  a  sufiicient  reason  for  a 
man's  controlling  his  private  affection,  and  acting  contrary  in  some 
particular  instances  to  what  otherwise  would  be  his  duty  m  private 
relations,  so  the  command  of  God,  when  once  it  is  sufficiently 
known,  in  what  particular  way  soever  we  come  to  know  it,  is  a 
good  and  valid  reason  for  controlling  private  affections  and  incli- 
nations. 

This  writer  himself  seems  willing  to  own,  that  in  case  God 
should  require  such  a  thing,  it  would  be  our  duty  to  obey  ;  but 
then  he  aenies  that  Ood  can  require  any  such  thing.  He  thinks 
'  it  absolutely  incredible  that  God  should  in  any  case  dissolve  the 
law  of  nature,  and  make  it  a  man's  duty  as  a  thing  morally  rea- 
sonable and  fit  .to  act  contrary  to  all  the  natural  principles  and  pas- 
sions of  the  human  constitution.'  But  it  is  far  from  being  true, 
that  God  can  in  no  case  make  it  our  duty  to  act  contrary  to  the 
natural  principles  and  passions  of  the  human  constitution:  or 
that  his  requiring  this  would  be  a  dissolving  the  law  of  nature ;  at  that 
rate,  where  are  all  the  noble  duties  of  selt-denial  and  mortification, 
which  our  Saviour  so  much  insists  upon  ?  When  he  urges  it 
as  our  duty  to  be  ready  to  *  forsake  father,  and  mother,  and 
houses,  and  lands,  yea,  and  our  own  lives  also  for  his  sake ;'  and 
declares,  that  he  that  *  loveth  any  of  these'  more  than  him^is  not 
worthy  of  him  ;'  is  not  this  to  obhge  us  in  such  particular  instances 
to  contract  our  natural  appetites  and  passions,  and  the  dearest  in- 
clinations and  interests  of  the  flesh  for  the  sake  of  truth  and  a 
good  conscience  ?  And  this  is  certainly  an  instance  of  the  most  ex- 
alted virtue  that  human  nature  is  capable  of.  At  least,  I  believe  if 
the  case  were  put,  that  a  man  was  to  lose  his  life,  his  liberty,  his 
wife  and  children,  and  give  them  up  to  death  for  the  sake  of  his 
country,  this  would  be  owned  to  be  illustrious  virtue.  However, 
this  I  am  sure  of,  that  a  man  that  would  have  asserted  the  con- 
trary in  Greece  or  Rome,  when  learning  and  virtue  flourished  most 
there,  would  have  been  despised  and  abhorred  as  the  basest  and 
most  abject  of  men.     And  any  writer  that  would  have  maintained 
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such  a  things  ^ould  scarce  have  been  thought  worthy  to  live 
among  them.  And  our  love  to  God  ought  certainly  to  be  as  strong 
in  us  as  love  to  our  country  ;  yea,  and  superior  too,  since  we  owe 
more  to  God  than  to  any  man,  or  to  all  men  together.  And  if 
to  control  and  overrule  our  private  natural  affections  and  interests 
in  such  cases  be  no  breach  of  the  law  of  nature,  but  be  rather  a 
glorious  instance  of  the  roost  eminent  and  consummate  piety  and 
virtue,  and  a  fulfilling  the  noblest  and  highest  part  of  that  law, 
whereby  we  are  obliged  to  prefer  the  public  to  our  own  private 
good,  and  to  love  God  above  all,  and  yield  the  most  entire  unre- 
served subjection  and  obedience  to  him  ;  then  I  cannot  |see  how  it 
can  be  thought  unworthy  of  God,  the  supreme  Governor  of  the 
world,  who  has  an  absolute  dominion  over  his  creatures,  to  lay  in- 
junctions upon  them  in  some  extraordinary  instances  with  this  very 
view,  to  exercise  and  manifest  this  noble  disposition,  and  give  it 
an  opportunity  of  exerting  itself:  still  taking  this  along  with  us, 
whicn  we  may  be  sure  will  always  be  the  case,  that  however  diffi- 
cult and  shocking  such  a  trial  may  at  present  appear  to  be,  yet  a 
wise  and  good  God  will  take  care  that  it  shall  be  crowned  in  the 
issue  with  a  proportionably  higher  reward,  and  shall  upon  the  whole 
turn  to  the  person's  own  greater  glory  and  happiness. 

Of  this  kind  was  the  command  given  to  Abraham  to  sacrifice  his 
beloved  son.  God  did  not  command  him  absolutely  to  hate  his 
son,  which  would  have  been  a  wrong  affection  of  mind,  and  scarce 
possible  to  be  obeyed.  On  the  contrary,  the  command  itself  went 
upon  the  supposition  of  his  loving  him.  '  Take  now  thy  son,  thine 
only  son  Isaac,  whom  thou  lovest,  and  offer  him  up,'  Gen.  xxii. 
2.  At  the  same  time  that  he  loved  him  so  tenderly  he  was  to  offer 
him  up  to  God ;  and  it  was  because  he  loved  him  so  much  that 
the  trial  was  so  great.  It  is  evident  that  the  proper  design  of  this 
command  was  for  the  trial  and  exercise  of  his  &ith  and  virtue;  for 
it  appears  from  the  event  that  God  did  not  give  this  command  to 
Abraham  with  an  intention  that  he  should  actually  execute  it,  but 
to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  showing  the  excellent  temper  and 
disposition  of  his  mind,  the  strength  of  his  faith  and  trust  in  God, 
and  his  entire  unreserved  submission  to  his  authority  and  will ;  in 
a  word  to  discover  that  exalted  pitch  of  piety  and  virtue  to  which 
he  had  arrived ;  by  proposing  to  him  one  of  the  most  difficult  and 
trying  instances  of  obedience  that  can  possibly  be  conceived.  And 
this  the  divine  wisdom  thought  fit  to  do,  in  order  to  exhibit  a  most 
illustrious  example  to  all  succeeding  generations,  of  the  mighty 
power,  and  force  of  divine  faith  and  love,  and  how  far  we  should 
carry  our  submission  to  God,  and  our  resignation  to  his  authority 
and  will :  that  we  must  be  ready  to  exercise  the  most  difficult  acts 
of  self-denial,  to  which  God  shall  see  fit  to  call  us,  and  to  re- 
nounce for  his  sake  those  things  that  are  dearest  to  us  here  on 
earth,  and  not  suffer  any  private  affections  or  interests  to  come  in 
competition  with  the  duty  and  subjection  we  owe  to  the  supreme 
universal  Lord  :  and  that  we  must  exercise  an  implicit  dependence 
on  his  supreme  wisdom,  and  faithfulness  and  goodness,  even  where 
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we  do  not  at  present  see  the  reasons  of  things,  and  where  all  ap- 
pearances seera  to  be  contrary,  and  to  put  on  a  dark  and  discou- 
ra^ng  aspect. 

These  are  noble  dispositions,  and  some  of  the  most  exalted  acts 
of  homage  and  duty  which  a  reasonable  creature  can  possibly  yield 
to  the  supreme  Lord  of  the  universe,  the  greatest  and  the  best  of 
beings.  And  these  are  some  of  the  admirable  lessons  which  this 
example  teacheth  us ;  and  which  we  may  suppose  the  divine  wis- 
dom nad  in  view,  in  such  a  command  as  thie  to  him  who  is  ho- 
noured with  the  character  of  *the  Father  of  the  Faithful.*  And 
the  answering  such  valuable  and  excellent  ends  is  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify the  wisdom  and  fitness  of  this  command  ;  which  taken  in  this 
view,  appears  plainly  to  have  been  designed  for  promoting  the  uni- 
versal good,  and  for  exhibiting  a  glorious  and  beautiful  example  to 
the  whole  moral  world. 

But  though  for  such  wise  and  excellent  ends  God  thought  fit 
to  mve  such  a  command,  yet  it  must  still  be  remembered  that 
he  did  not  suffer  Abraham  actually  to  accomplish  it.  He  did  not 
hinder  it  till  the  moment  of  execution,  that  Abraham's  obedience 
might  more  fully  appear,  which  was  as  eminent  as  if  he  had  actu- 
ally done  it.  But  then  he  interposed  to  prevent  it  by  an  extraor- 
dinary voice  from  heaven.  From  whence  we  see  the  great  wisdom 
and  goodness  of  God;  that  though  he  would  have  his  children 
ready  to  do  the  most  difficult  things  when  he  requires  them,  yet 
he  would  not  sufier  any  thing  to  be  done,  even  in  this  most  singu- 
lar and  extraordinary  instance,  that  should  countenance  the  in- 
human practice  of  sacrificing  children,  and  that  should  look  like 
unnatural  cruelty  in  his  worship. 

And  now  upon  the  whole,  the  true  question,  and  the  only  one 
in  which  we  are  concerned,  is  this.  Whether  God  might  not 
in  an  extraordinary  instance  take  this  mode  of  procedure,  fur 
trying  the  faith  and  obedience  of  his  servant  ?  I  cannot  see 
anjr  thing  in  this  supposition  as  now  stated,  that  is  contrary  to  the 
divine  wisdom  and  goodness.  Doth  it  follow  that  because  Ood 
saw  fit  in  an  extraordinary  instance  to  give  this  command  to  try 
Abraham,  though  he  did  not  suffer  him  to  accomplish  it,  that  there- 
fore there  is  no  law  of  nature,  no  such  thing  as  *  right  or  wrong, 
just  or  unjust,  morally  fit  or  unfit  T  It  is  evident  there  is  no  con- 
sequence at  all  in  this  way  of  arguing.  Indeed,  if  God  had  pub- 
lished a  general  law,  declaring  that  it  should  be  henceforth  lawful 
for  parents  to  hate,  hurt,  and  destroy  their  offspring  at  pleasure, 
and  that  they  should  be  under  no  obligations  to  love,  cherish  and 
provide  for  them;  this  would  be  a  dissolving  that  part  of  the  law 
of  nature.  And  it  might  justly  be  concluded,  that  such  a  general 
law  as  this  could  not  possibly  proceed  from  God,  or  be  consistent 
with  his  wisdom  and  goodness.  But  it  does  not  follow  that  be- 
cause God,  who  is  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  the  univerae,  and  hath  an 
absolute  power  over  the  lives  of  his  creatures,  may  in  an  extraor- 
dinary instance,  for  wise  ends,  command  a  parent  to  take  away  the 
life  of  his  own  child,  that  therefore  all  parents  are  allowed  to  Jiate      . 
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and  destroy  their  own  offspring,  and  are  freed  from  any  obligations 
to  love  and  take  care  of  them.  The  general  law  is  still  as  much  in 
force  as  before,  that  parents  are  obliged  to  love  and  cherish  their 
children^  and  to  use  their  best  endeavours  to  preserve  their  lives  in 
all  cases,  except  a  particular  case  should  happen,  in  which  the 
public  good  or  the  express  command  of  God  himself  should  require 
the  contrary.  And  that  general  law  must  always  necessarily  in 
the  nature  of  things  be  understood  with  this  limitation  ;  and  when- 
ever this  limitation  doth  take  place  in  any  particular  instance,  it 
doth  not  at  all  vacate  or  dissolve  the  general  law. 

Nor  does  it  follow,  as  this  author  suggests,  that  on  'this  suppo- 
sition God  may  command  the  most  unfit  or  unrighteous  things,  by 
mere  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure;*  if  by  unfit  and  unrighteous 
things  he  means  things  that  are  unfit  and  unrighteous  for  God  to 
do.  For  the  righteous  God  can  never  do  a  thing  that  is  imrighte- 
ous  :  but  then  that  may  be  fit  and  righteous  for  him  to  do  or  to 
require  towards  us,  which  it  would  not  oe  fit  and  righteous  for  one 
man  to  do  or  to  require  towards  another.  For  it  would  be  wrong 
to  supposoe  that  God  is  in  all  cases  bound  by  our  laws.  His 
right  and  dominion  over  us  is  of  a  peculiar  and  transcendent 
nature,  and  not  to  be  measured  by  our  scanty  rules,  but  by  what 
is  much  superior  to  them,  that  is,  by  what  appears  to  his  own 
infinite  mind  to  be,  all  things  considered,  fit  and  right,  and  best 
and  properest  in  the  whole.  He  who  has  an  absolute  right  over 
our  lives  and  properties,  can  whenever  he  pleases,  without  injus- 
tice, deprive  us  of  our  worldly  substance,  or  take  from  one  and  give 
to  another ;  he  can  afflict  us  and  exercise  us  with  troubles  when- 
ever he  sees  fit  for  the  trial  of  our  patience,  submission  and  resig- 
nation ;  yea,  and  can  take  away  the  lives  of  the  most  excellent 
and  useful  persons  without  injustice;  because  in  this  case  he  only 
doeth  what  he  hath  a  right  to  do :  whereas  in  men  it  would  be  un- 
jus.t  to  do  so,  because  they  have  no  right  to  do  it,  and  no  such 
absolute  dominion  over  one  another.  There  are  some  things  indeed 
which  God  cannot  command  or  require  of  his  reasonable  creatures, 
because  they  have  an  inseparable  and  eternal  malignity,  and  can 
in  no  possible  circumstances  of  things  ever  be  fit  and  right ;  as, 
to  command  a  reasonable  creature  to  hate  God,  to  blaspheme  him, 
or  renounce  him,  or  to  prefer  other  things  before  him.  There  are 
other  things  which  he  cannot  do,  not  because  he  is  tied  down  to  the 
same  precise  rules  that  bind  us,  but  because  his  own  wisdom  and 
goodness  will  not  sufier  him  to  do  them.  Thus  he  cannot  make 
an  innocent  creature  eternally  miserable.  But  there  is  nothing  to 
hinder  but  that  he  ntay  make  innocent  creatures  undergo  great 
hardships  and  afflictions,  and  calamities  for  a  time,  for  the  trial  of 
their  virtue :  though  in  such  a  case  we  may  justly  conclude  from 
his  goodness,  that  he  will  abundantly  compensate  their  sufferings 
by  a  glorious  reward.  And  if  God  should  in  an  extraordinary  in- 
stance require  a  parent  to  offer  up  his  own  child,  with  an  intention 
that  he  should  really  execute  it,  which  is  not  the  present  case;  and 
should  afterwards  as  a  reward  of  so  difficult  and  trying  an  obedi- 
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ence  raise  both  father  and  son  to  a  higher  happiness  and  felicity, 
which  we  may  reasonably  conclude  in  such  a  case  he  would  do ; 
I  can  see  nothing  in  sucn  a  procedure  that  could  be  proved  to  be 
contrary  not  only  to  justice  but  to  goodness.  Because  on  such  a 
supposition,  as  God  would  do  nothing  but  what  he  hath  a  right  to 
do  by  virtue  of  his  absolute  dominion  over  the  lives  of  his  creatures, 
so  let  the  hardship  appear  never  so  great  for  the  present,  it  is  de- 
signed to  be  recompensed  by  a  glorious  reward  for  transcending 
the  greatness  of  the  trial ;  and  both  father  and  son,  instead  of 
having  an  irreparable  injury  done  them,  would  have  their  final  and 
greatest  happiness  secured  and  promoted  upon  the  whole. 

Nor  would  it  follow  on  this  supposition,  as  the  author  alleges, 
that  God  *  acts  by  mere  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure  ;*  if  by  that  he 
means  unreasonable  will.  For  God  hath  always  reasons  for  his 
own  acting:  in  every  instance;  wise  and  just  reasons  obvious  to 
his  own  infinite  understanding,  though  these  reasons  are  not  al- 
ways known  to  us.  And  particularly  in  Abraham's  case,  God  did 
not  act  by  mere  arbitrary  will,  but  for  wise  reasons,  some  of  which 
have  been  already  represented. 

As  to  what  he  adds,  that  it  would  *  unhinge  the  whole  frame 
of  nature,  and  leave  no  human  creature  any  rule  of  action  at  all,* 
there  is  no  just  foundation  for  this  reflection.  It  makes  no  alter- 
ation in  the  general  laws  of  nature,  or  in  the  rules  of  men's  con- 
duct towards  one  another,  or  in  the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  the  duties 
that  result  from  such  or  such  relations.  The  obligations  of  the 
paternal  and  filial  relation  are  no  ^vay  altered  by  it,  but  are  still 
as  strong  as  ever.  All  that  can  be  concluded  from  it  is,  that 
though  we  are  to  love  our  children  or  parents,  we  are  to  love  God 
more,  and  that  we  must  yield  an  absolute  unreserved  submission 
to  the  Supreme  Bein^,  and  make  all  private  afiections  and  interests 
give  way,  whenever  they  happen  to  come  in  competition  with  the 
duty  we  owe  to  him.  And  tnis  is  no  new  law,  but  is  properly  an 
eminent  branch  of  the  law  of  nature,  of  immutable  obligation,  and 
which  is  necessarily  founded  in  the  nature  and  reason  of  things, 
and  the  relations  between  God  and  us.  It  can  never  possibly  cease 
to  oblige  us  in  any  one  particular  instance  ;  whereas  the  law  of  our 
particular  relations  may  in  some  particular  extraordinary  cases  or 
circumstances  cease  to  oblige,  or  give  way  to  higher  obligations, 
then  and  there  incumbent  upon  us. 

Thus  I  have  largely  considered  the  case  of  Abraham,  because 
this  writer  is  pleased  to  lay  so  mighty  a  stress  upon  it,  and  be- 
cause the  autnority  and  credit  of  the  sacred  writings  is  very  nearly 
concerned  in  it,  in  which  Abraham's  faith  and  obedience  in  this 
instance  is  highly  commended. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

The  Moral  PhiloBopher's  Account  of  the  Original  of  Sacrifices  and  of  the  Priesthood, 
and  of  Joseph's  first  establishing  an  independent  priesthood  in  Egypt.  The  Repre- 
sentation he  makes  of  the  Mosaical  Priesthood,  considered.  The  Priests  had  not  the 
Government  of  the  Nation  vested  in  them  by  that  Constitution,  nor  were  they  ex- 
empted from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Law,  nor  had  an  Interest  separate  from  and  incon- 
sistent with  the  State.  Concerning  the  Church  Revenues  established  by  the  Law  of 
Moses.  The  particular  Manner  of  providing  for  the  Maintenance  of  the  Priests  and 
Levites  accounted  for.  The  Author's  Pretence,  that  it  was  an  insufiferable  Burden 
and  Impoverishment  to  the  People,  and  the  Cause  of  their  frequent  Revoltings 
to  Idolatry,  examined.  Some  Observations  concerning  the  sacrifices  prescribed  under 
the  Mosaical  fkronomy.  The  Author's  Objections  against  them  considered.  No  Sa- 
crifices were  to  be  offered  in  Cases  where  civil  Penalties  were  expressly  appointed  by 
Law,  and  why.  The  atoning  Virtue  of  the  Sacrifices  supposed  to  consist  in  the  sprink- 
ling of  the  Blood.  This  shown  not  to  be  a  priestly  Cheat,  but  appointed  for  wise 
reasons. 

I  NOW  return  to  our  author's  objections  against  the  law  of 
Moses.  He  frequently  shows  how  angry  he  is  with  the  constitu- 
tions there  made  about  the  priesthood.  And  this  seems  to  be  one 
principal  reason  of  the  strange  virulence  he  every  where  expresses 
against  that  law. 

It  is  scarce  worth  while  to  take  notice  of  the  account  he  pretends 
to  give  of  the  original  of  the  priesthood  and  sacrifices.  He  repre- 
sents sacrifices  as  having  been  originally  nothing  but  feasts  of  good 
fellowship,  p.  237.  Though  how  this  will  agree  to  holocausts  or 
whole  burnt  offerings,  which  seem  to  have  been  the  most  ancient 
oblations,  see  Gen,  viii.  20;  xv.  9,  10,  &c. ;  Job  i.  6;  xlii.  8,  in 
which  the  whole  was  burnt  and  consumed  to  the  honour  of  God, 
and  no  part  of  it  left  to  the  offerer,  is  hard  to  see.  But  our  au- 
thor's design  in  this  seems  purely  to  be  to  bring  in  the  priests  for 
the  honour  of  being  *  the  chief  butlers,  bakers,  butchers,  and  cooks,' 
in  these  feasts,  for  so  he  represents  them.  And  I  suppose  he  will 
allow  the  same  honour  to  tne  princes,  patriarchs,  and  great  men, 
whilst  they  continued  to  manage  the  sacrifices  *  in  person,'  as  he 
owns  they  at  first  did.  His  account  of  the  Egyptian  priesthood, 
and  of  Joseph's  erecting  them  into  an  independency  on  the  crown, 
though  he  pretends  to  give  it  us  for  histoiy,  is  purely  of  his  own 
imagination.  He  would  have  it  thought,  that  Joseph  naving  mar- 
ried the  high  priest's  daughter,  by  his  interest  obtained  a  grant 
from  the  king  to  render  their  lands  unalienable ;  because  it  is  said 
their  *  land  became  not  Pharaoh's,'  when  the  [rest  of  the  land  of 
Egypt  became  his,  p.  239.  But  it  is  evident  from  the  story  he 
himself  refers  iOy  that  this  was  owing  to  their  not  being  under  a  ne- 
cessity to  sell  their  lands  to  him  as  the  other  Egyptians  did,  to 
procure  com  for  themselves  and  their  families,  as  having  their  por- 
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lion  of  meat  assigned  them  from  Pharaoh.  And  the  sending  them 
this  allowance  is  represented  as  the  act  not  of  Joseph,  but  of  Pha- 
raoh himself ;  who  in  this  probably  followed  an  ancient  custom, 
see  Gen.  xlvii.  22 — 26.  As  to  Joseph's  marrying  the  high  priest's 
daughter,  for  so  our  author  has  it,  (though  Potipherah,  whose 
daughter  he  married,  is  not  called  the  high  priest,  but  the  Priest  of 
On) :  this  instead  of  proving  that  the  priests  owed  all  their  dignity 
to  Joseph,  plainly  shows  that  they  were  persons  of  great  eminence 
before,  since  when  Pharaoh  was  doing  Joseph  the  greatest  honour, 
and  made  him  next  to  himself  in  power  and  dignity,  and  ruler  over 
all  the  land  of  Egypt,  he  gave  him  a  priest's  daughter  to  wife. 
For  this  marriage  was  evidently  of  Pharaoh's  own  procuring,  Gen. 
xli.  45.  And  it  appeareth  from  the  most  ancient  accounts  we  have 
of  the  Egyptians,  that  their  priests  were  men  of  great  dignity 
and  authority,  and  probably  took  in  all  the  prime  nobility,  and 
heads  of  the  most  ancient  and  honourable  families.  Concerning 
which  see  Shuckford's  Sacred  and  Pofane  History,  vol.  ii.  p.  120, 
&c. 

I  shall  proceed  to  consider  the  account  he  gives  of  the  priest- 
hood under  the  Mosaical  constitution.  He  tells  us,  p.  26,  that 
'  Moses  constituted  a  priesthood,  which  was  to  govern  the  nation 
as  prime  ministers,  representatives,  and  vicegerents  of  God,  and 
to  drain  all  the  wealth  and  treasuries  of  the  kingdom  into  the 
church,  as  they  must  necessarily  have  done  had  his  law  been 
strictly  executed,  p.  42,  and  that  the  tribe  of  I^vi  did  not  make 
a  sixtieth  part  of  the  whole  body,  and  yet  it  would  be  easy  to 
prove  that  the  church  revenues  under  this  government  amounted 
to  full  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound  upon  all  the  lands  of  Israel.' 
And  then  he  puts  a  question,  which  would  be  very  proper  if  the 
matter  was  as  he  represents  it ;  *  How  came  the  people  to  be  reconciled 
to  this?*  To  which  he  answers  in  short,  'that  they  were  never  recon- 
ciled to  it  all.  Their  national  established  worship  was  so  prodigi- 
ously expensive,  and  their  clergy  or  priests,  and  Levites,  such  abso- 
lute masters  of  property,  that  they  took  all  occasions  to  revolt,  and 
were  glad  to  serve  any  other  gods  that  would  accept  them  upon 
easier  terms,'  p.  128,  1^.  He  affirms  '  that  the  Levites,  though 
servants  in  the  temple  were  courtiers  with  the  king's  livery,  and 
had  greater  rights  and  immunities  than  any  prince  or  first  magis- 
trate of  another  tribe.  Levi  was  a  tribe  exempted  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  law  and  protected  against  it,  as  plainly  appears 
from  the  instance  of  the  drunken  Levite  and  his  concubine,'  p.  142. 
And  he  repeats  it  again  in  the  next  page,  that  *  this  instance 
plainly  shows,  that  there  was  no  law  for  priests  and  Levites  at  that 
time ;'  he  goes  on  to  say,  p.  142  ;  that  '  under  the  law  of  Moses 
the  priests  had  an  interest  separate  from  and  inconsistent  with  the 
interest  of  the  state  or  society,  and  that  he  looks  upon  this  to  be 
the  true  state  of  the  case  under  the  Mosaical  economy,  and  by  the 
essential  constitution  of  that  law.' 

That  the  priesthood  had  the  government  of  the  nation  in  their 
hands  according  to  the  Mosaic  institution,  as  this  author  sujggrsts, 
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is  far  from  being  true.  Moses  had  the  chief  government  in  his 
own  hands  during  his  lifetime,  while  Aaron  was  high  priest ;  and 
he  did  not  vest  the  government  after  his  decease  in  Eleazar  the 
high  priest,  but  appointed  Joshua,  who  was  not  of  the  tribe  of 
Levi,  to  succeed  him  in  the  government  of  the  people.  Afterwards, 
when  the  nation  was  governed  by  judges  for  some  hundreds  of 
years,  in  whom  the  supreme  power  resided,  they  were  taken  indif- 
ferently out  of  every  tribe,  as  it  pleased  God  to  appoint ;  but  not 
one  of  them  was  the  high  priest,  nor  of  the  priestly  order,  or  of  the 
tribe  of  Levi,  till  Eli  and  Samuel,  the  last  of  the  judges.  They 
were  afterwards  governed  by  kings  till  the  Babylonish  captivity, 
who  had  it  in  their  power  to  depose  the  high  priest,  as  Solomon 
did  Abiathar.  In  a  word,  the  judging  and  governing  the  people  is 
never  once  mentioned  in  the  law,  as  properly  belonging  to  the 
high  priest's  office. 

The  inferior  judges  that  were  appointed  by  Moses  to  judge  the 
people,  Exod.  xviii.  20,  21,  Deut.  i.  13,  15,  and  afterwards  the 
seventy  elders,  whom  God  appointed  to  assist  Moses  in  the  greater 
and  more  difficult  causes,  which  the  inferior  judges  were  not  able  to 
decide,  were  chosen  out  of  all  the  tribes,  and  not  that  of  Levi  only. 
Numb.  xi.  16,  17,  25 ;  and  it  is  agreed  by  all  the  Jews  that  the 
great  Sanhedrim  or  council,  the  supreme  court  of  judicature,  of 
whose  power  they  say  such  great  things,  consisted  not  merely  of 
priests  and  Levites,  but  of  any  other  persons  of  other  tribes  that 
were  qualified  by  their  knowledge  of  the  Law ;  and  Maimonides 
saith,  *  that  even  if  there  were  not  one  priest  or  Levite  there,  it 
was  a  lawful  judicatory ;  and  that  the  high  priest  did  not  sit  there 
merely  by  virtue  of  his  place  or  birth,  except  his  knowledge  in  the 
law  was  such  as  fitted  him  for  it'  Concerning  this,  see  Selden  de 
Synedr.,  lib.  ii.  cap.  18,  §.  1. 

And  whereas  this  writer  pretends,  that  *  even  the  Levites,  though 
servants  in  the  temple,  had  greater  rights  and  immunities  than  any 
prince  or  first  magistrate  of  another  tribe ;  and  that  Levi  was  a 
tribe  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  law  and  protected 
against  it;'  this  is  entirely  false ;  there  are  no  such  immunities  or 
exemptions  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  law  allowed  to  priests  and 
Levites  by  the  Mosaical  constitution.  The  judges  are  commanded 
to  judge  all  persons  and  causes  without  respect  of  persons,  and  to 
take  criminals  even  from  the  altar.  Exod.  xxi.  14  :  *  If  a  man 
come  presumptuously  upon  his  neighbour  to  slay  him  with  guile, 
thou  snalt  take  him  from  mine  altar,  that  he  may  die ;'  that  is,  as 
the  most  eminent  Jewish  authors  interpret  it,  though  he  were  a 
priest  and  were  then  ministering  at  the  altar,  ready  to  sacrifice,  he 
was  to  be  taken  thence  :  and  the  Jerusalem  Targum  expressly  saith, 
although  it  were  the  high  priest  that  was  then  ministering,  they 
were  to  take  him  from  the  altar  and  put  him  to  death.  And  so  far 
is  it  from  being  true,  that  the  whole  tribe  of  Levi  was  exempted 
from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  law,  that  it  is  agreed  amongst  the  Jews, 
that  even  the  high  priest  himself  as  well  as  others  was  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  even  of  the  lesser  courts ;  yea,  to  the  least  of  them 
all,  the  tribunal  of  three,  in  causes  that  came  before  those  courts ; 
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and  that  whether  he  committed  any  thing  against  the  affirmative 
or  negative  precepts  of  the  law,  he  was  accounted  as  one  of  the 
common  people,  and  that  in  every  cause  belonging  to  him.  So  the 
Gemara  Babylon.  Tit.  Sanhedr.  See  all  this  fully  shown  by  the 
most  learned  author  above  cited,  de  Synedr.,  lib.  h.  cap.  8,  §.1,  3, 
and  cap.  x.  §.  6.  The  proof  this  writer  pretends  to  hnng  from  the 
case  of  the  Levite  and  his  concubine  is  ridiculous.  What  the 
Levite  had  done  contrary  to  law,  or  wherein  he  was  protected 
against  the  jurisdiction  of  the  law  is  hard  to  know.  But  I  suppose 
because  he  was  a  Levite,  our  author  thinks  that  not  only  his  wife 
should  be  abused  and  murdered  with  impunity,  but  he  ought  to 
have  been  punished  for  complaining  of  it.  Not  those  that  did  the 
outrage  were  to  be  called  to  an  account  for  it,  but  the  poor  Levite 
that  suffered  it  This  is  the  immunity  he  seems  willing  to  give  the 
Levites,  an  immunity  from  having  common  justice  done  them,  and 
the  privilege  of  being  injured  and  outraged  with  impunity. 

It  is  in  the  same  strain  of  misrepresentation  he  concludes,  that 
under  the  law  of  Moses  the  priest  '  had  an  interest  separate  from 
and  inconsistent  with  the  interest  of  the  state  or  society ;'  and  that 
he  looks  upon  this  to  be  the  *  true  state  of  the  case  under  the 
Mosaic  economy,  and  by  the  essential  constitution  of  that  law.' 
Under  that  economy,  as  I  have  already  observed,  there  were  no 

E roper  ecclesiastical  immunities,  if  by  these  be  meant  the  priests 
eing  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  law,  and  from  being 
judged  in  tne  common  courts  in  all  causes  equally  with  others, 
rfor  were  there  any  such  things  strictly  speaking  as  purely  eccle- 
siastical judicatories  under  that  constitution.  Those  of  other  tribes 
joined  with  the  Levites  in  the  judicatories,  and  even  in  the  greatest 
of  all,  the  Sanhedrim  itself,  to  which  the  ultimate  appeal  lay  in  all 
causes  ecclesiastical  as  well  as  civil  ;  as  Selden  shows  in  the  place 
above  quoted.  So  that  the  priests  were  not  a  body  separate  from 
and  independent  of  the  state,  but  incorporated  with  it ;  except  that 
the  peculiar  duties  of  their  office,  as  tne  offering  up  of  sacrifices, 
officiating  at  the  tabernacle  or  temple,  &c.,  was  to  be  done  by  none 
but  themselves.  Upon  the  whole,  there  was  by  the  essential  con- 
stitution of  that  law  a  harmony  between  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
powers ;  and  accordingly  under  their  best  kings  and  governors, 
when  their  law  was  most  strictly  observed,  and  in  the  most  flourish- 
ing times  of  their  state,  we  find  them  contributing  mutual  assist- 
ance and  support  to  one  another. 

As  to  their  Church  revenues,  if  he  could  prove,  as  he  says  he 
easily  could,  that  they  '  had  full  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound 
upon  all  the  lands  of  Israel,  he  might  justly  say  that  they  *  drained 
all  the  treasures  of  the  kingdom  into  the  church.'  But  such  a 
wild  assertion  as  thi^  deserves  no  answer,  and  only  shows  that  this 
writer  throws  out  any  thing  at  random,  by  which  he  may  vent  his 
spleen  against  the  priests,  without  being  at  all  solicitous  whether  it 
oe  agreeable  to  truth  or  decency. 

He  remarks,  that  the  tribe  *  of  Levi  was  but  a  sixtieth  part  of 
the  people ;'  and  it  will  be  easily  granted  that  when  they  wer$  first 
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numbered  in  the  wilderness  they  were  but  few  in  proportion  to  the 
rest  of  the  people ;  but  as  the  nation  was  divided  into  a  certain 
number  of  tnbes,  and  the  Levites  were  one  whole  tribe,  it  was  but 
just  that  in  the  general  division  they  should  be  considered  and 
provided  for  as  such  ;  and  that  when  the  method  of  their  subsistence 
and  maintenance  was  settled  for  all  succeeding  generations,  re^rd 
should  be  had  not  only  to  their  present  number,  which  then  hap- 
pened to  be  far  smaller  than  that  of  any  other  tribe,  but  to  what  it 
might  prove  afterwards ;  for  the  numbers  of  persons  in  the  same 
tribe  often  differed  mightily  at  different  times  ;  and  particularly  in 
the  tribe  of  Levi,  we  find  it  sometimes  bearing  a  much  greater  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  the  people,  than  it  did  at  their  being  first 
numbered  in  the  wilderness. 

But  methinks  this  writer,  who  seems  to  have  such  frightful  no- 
tions of  '  a  landed  clei^,'  and  who  makes  their  having  a  large 
share  of  unalienable  lands  vested  in  them,  the  chief  source  of  the 
ereat  ascendant  they  obtained  both  over  kings  and  people,  should 
nave  more  favourable  thoughts  of  the  priesth(K)d  establisned  by  the 
Mosaic  constitution,  since  they  were  so  far  from  having  a  third 
part  of  the  lands  of  Canaan  in  their  possession,  as  Diodorus  tells 
us*,  the  priests  '  had  a  third  of  the  whole  land  of  Egypt,'  that  they 
had  not,  properly  speaking,  any  lands  settled  upon  them  at  all  by 
the  original  constitution  of  that  law,  except  that  there  were  cities 
assigned  them  in  the  several  tribes  to  dwell  in  with  lands  round 
them,  which  were  not  to  extend  to  above  a  thousand  cubits,  for 
their  accommodation  in  their  dwelling.  But  the  tribe  of  Levi  had 
no  inheritance  in  the  land  assigned  them,  when  the  rest  of  the 
tribes  had  theirs.  This  is  often  repeated  in  the  law,  and  that  it 
should  be  a  '  statute  for  ever  througnout  their  generations,'  Numb, 
xviii.  20,  23,  24,  Deut.  x.  9.  If,  therefore,  there  had  not  been  a 
liberal  provision  made  for  them  otherwise,  their  condition  would 
have  been  much  worse  than  any  of  the  other  tribes,  which  God 
did  not  think  fit  to  suffer,  as  they  were  more  immediately  to  attend 
his  service  in  the  tabernacle  or  temple,  and  were  designed  to  teach 
and  instruct  the  people.  For  that  this  whole  tribe  was  particularly 
designed  to  instruct  the  people  in  the  law,  is  evident  from  many 
passages,  particularly  Lev.  x.  2;  Deut.  xxxiii.  10;  2Chron.  xvii. 
7,8;  XXX.  22;  Neh.  viii.  7,  9 ;  Mai.  ii.  4 — 7.  And  to  engage 
them  to  be  more  diligent  and  careful  in  instructing  the  people  in 
the  right  knowledge  of  the  law,  may  be  probably  supposed  to  have 
been  one  reason  of^the  particular  manner  of  their  maintenance  pre- 
scribed under  that  constitution.  For  it  is  evident,  that  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  Levites,  but  especially  of  the  priests,  very  much  de- 
pended on  the  people's  close  observance  of  the  law  of  Moses,  with- 
out a  pretty  good  acquaintance  with  which  they  could  not  be  so 
exact  in  bringing  the  oblations  in  the  several  cases  and  occasions 
there  prescribed.  So  that  this  made  it  to  be  the  interest  of  the 
priests  and  Levites  themselves,  that  the  people  should  not  be  igno- 

*  Diod.Sicul.,  lib.  i. 
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rant  of  that  law.  It  also  tended  to  make  them  more  diligent  in 
their  own  offices,  and  in  observing  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the 
public  worship  at  the  tabernacle  or  temple,  from  which  their  sub- 
sistence in  a  great  measure  arose.  And  besides,  in  this  method  of 
providing  for  them,  the  people  had  a  better  opportunity  given  them 
of  showmg  their  readiness  and  good  will,  than  if  they  had  had 
large  independent  settlements  in  land  :  and  indeed,  Philo  tells  us,* 
concerning  many  of  the  Jews  in  his  time,  speaking  of  the  first 
fruits,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  priests,  that  '  they  prevented  the  de- 
manding of  them,  and  paid  them  even  before  they  were  due,  and  as 
if  they  had  rather  been  receiving  a  benefit  than  giving  any ;  and 
that  both  sexes  brought  them  in  with  such  a  readiness  and  alacrity, 
and  studious  zeal,  as  is  beyond  expression. ' 

It  comes  in  .very  properly  to  be  observed  here,  that  several  things 
which  are  looked,  upon  as  mightily  contributing  to  promote  the 
power  and  wealth  of  the  priests,  had  no  place  at  all  in  the  Mosaic 
constitution.     This  writer  observes  that  when  once  the  Egyptian 

Eriests  had  obtained  such  an  ascendant  in  that  country,  '  Egypt 
ecame  the  parent  and  patronage  of  new  gods ;  for  every  new  god 
brought  a  new  revenue  to  the  priests.'  And  it  is  observed,  by  a 
noble  writer,  that  in  *  the  early  aays  of  this  ancient  priestly  nation, 
it  was  thought  expedient,  for  the  increase  of  devotion,  to  enlarge 
their  systems  of  deity,  and  to  multiply  their  revealed  objects  of 
worship,  and  raise  new  personages  of  divmity  in  their  religion.'  And 
he  supposes  the  vast  number  of  their  gods  and  of  their  temples  in 
Egypt  to  be  the  contrivance  of  their  priests  for  the  increase  of  their 
own  power  and  riches.  And  among  the  many  methods  for  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  the  priesthood,  he  particularly  reckons  the 
having  *  new  modes  of  worship,  new  heroes,  saints,  divinities,  which 
serve  as  new  occasions  for  sacred  donatives.^-'  Now  it  is  unde- 
niably evident  that  there  was  no  place  for  any  of  these  things  in 
the  law  of  Moses  :  no  '  new  modes  of  worship,  no  *  new  divinities' 
allowed,  no  worship  of  '  saints'  and  '  heroes,'  no  variety  of  tem- 

[>les.'  As  there  was  but  one  God  to  be  worshipped,  the  only 
iving  and  true  God,  so  there  was  but  one  sanctuary  or  temple 
allowed  at  which  all  their  sacrifices  were  to  be  ofiered.  So  that 
many  of  these  things,  which  are  represented  as  mighty  sources  of 
priestly  wealth  and  power,  were  not  at  all  admitted  under  that  con- 
stitution. 

But  yet  as  it  pleased  God  for  wise  ends  to  choose  out  a  nation 
to  himself  to  be  erected  into  a  peculiar  polity,  whose  very  consti- 
tution was  founded  in  the  acknowledgment  and  worship  of  that 
one  '  true  God,'  at  the  same  time  that  tne  whole  world  about  them 
was  overspread  with  idolatry ;  and  as  it  pleased  him  that  there 
should  be  a  great  deal  of  pompous  ceremony  in  his  worship,  with- 
out which,  as  the  temper  of  the  world  was,  it  would  probably  have 
been  neglected  and  disregarded,  and  the  people  apt  to  revolt  to  the 
pompous  and  splendid  idolatries  of  their  neighbouring  countries; 

•  Cited  by  Selden,  History  of  Tithes..  Review,  chap.  ii. 
t  Characteristics,  vol.  iu.  pp.  43,  44,  49,  50. 
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80  he  saw  it  fit  that  those  that  were  to  be  employed  as  priests  and 
ministers  in  his  immediate  worship  and  service^  should  be  hand- 
somely provided  for ;  without  which,  in  those  circumstances  of 
things,  they  would  have  been  in  danger  of  falling  into  contempt, 
and  have  lain  under  a  greater  temptation  to  set  about  inventing 
new  modes  of  worship,  new  temples,  deities,  and  altars.  It  is  cer- 
tain, that  in  all  other  countries  in  those  early  ages,  the  persons 
officiating  in  the  sacred  rites  and  ceremonies  were  of  considerable 
rank  and  figure ;  and  it  did  not  seem  fit  that  among  that  people 
which  above  all  others  peculiarly  made  profession  of  worshipping 
the  one  true  God,  those  that  were  set  apart  to  the  immediate  ser- 
vice and  worship  of  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  should  be  in  a 
mean  and  indigent  condition. 

But  though  the  provision  made  for  the  priests  and  Levites  by 
'  tithes,  first-fruits,  oblations/  and  other  dues  settled  on  them  by 
that  law,  was  sufficient  to  ^ive  them  a  handsome  subsistence,  sup- 
posing them  regularly  paid*;  yet  it  has  been  greatly  magnified 
oy  some,  though  never  so  unreasonably  by  any  as  by  wis  author ; 
and  to  swell  the  account,  they  have  thrown  in  the  second  tithe,  as 
if  this  also  belonged  peculiarly  to  the  Levites ;  and  yet  by  the  ex- 
press direction  of  the  law  it  was  to  be  spent  by  the  owners  in  en- 
tertaining themseves  and  their  households,  their  men-servants  and 
maid-servants,  that  they  might  all  rejoice  together  in  the  place 
which  the  Lord  should  choose.  Therefore  it  is  usually  called  by 
the  Jews  the  '  owner's  tithe ;'   and  the  Levites  were  admitted  to 

Eartake  of  these  entertainments.  And  every  third  year  it  was  to 
e  spent  at  their  own  places  of  abode,  and  more  peculiarly  designed 
for  the  entertainment  and  benefit  of  the  poor,  the  stranger,  the 
widow,  and  the  fatherless.  And  therefore  it  is  usually  csdled  by 
the  Jews  the  '  poor  man's  tithe.'  These  things  were  designee!, 
under  that  constitution,  for  maintaining  and  enlarging  mutual 
benevolence,  and  brotherly  love  and  charity.  And  notwithstanding 
the  complaints  this  writer  makes  of  the  impoverishment  and  in- 
sufferable burdens  laid  upon  that  people,  yet  in  fact  it  appears 
from  the  whole  history  of  their  nation,  that  they  were  never  so 
happy  and  flourishing  at  home,  and  so  much  respected  abroad,  as 
when  they  kept  close  to  the  observance  of  their  law.  Their  cheerful 
obedience  was  fully  compensated  by  blessings  poured  forth  upon 
them  in  great  abundance,  as  it  had  been  expressly  promised  them 
in  that  covenant.  It  is  certain  their  greatest  and  best  men 
always  looked  upon  the  law  of  Moses  as  their  special  privilege  and 
advantage,  whereby  they  were  gloriously  distinguished  above  other 
nations,  which  they  would  never  have  done  if  they  had  looked 

*  Yet  it  most  be  owned,  that  this  method  of  maiotenance,  though  chosen,  as  I  ha^e 
already  hinted,  for  wise  ends,  was  much  more  precarious  than  if  they  had  had  rich  in* 
dependent  revenues  in  land  settled  on  them.  And  though  many  of  the  people,  and 
the  best  of  them,  rendered  those  dues  cheerfully,  yet  no  doubt  they  often  suffered  through 
the  ill-will  or  avarice  of  others ;  and  to  make  amends  for  what  they  must  unavoidably 
suffer  in  this  way,  we  may  well  suppose  to  be  one  reason  why  their  allowance  was  made 
large,  and  to  arise  from  various  things. 
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upon  it  to  have  been  -such  a  miserable,  enslaving,  impoverishing 
constitution,  as  this  author  represents  it.  Nor  do  I  find  they  made 
any  grievous  complaints  about  the  maintenance  provided  (ov  the 
priests  and  Levites.     Solomon,  who  was  a  very  wise  man,  and  a 

freat  king,  gives  it  as  his  advice,  Prov.  iii.  9,  10,  *  Honour  the 
ord  with  thy  substance,  and  with  the  first-fruits  of  thine  increase' 
(which  were  appointed  by  the  law  to  be  given  to  the  priests),  '  so 
shall  thy  barns  be  filled  with  plenty,  and  thy  presses  shall  burst 
with  new  wine.'  From  whence  it  appears,  that  he  was  far  from 
being  of  opinion  that  they  would  be  impoverished  and  ruined,  by 
what  they  liberally  and  cheerfully  expended  in  obedience  to  the 
law.  And  the  author  of  Ecclesiasticus,  of  whose  wisdom  this 
writer  seems  to  express  a  good  opinion,  p.  218,  adviseth  to  '  honour 
the  priest,  and  give  him  his  portion,  as  it  is  commanded,  the  first- 
fruits,  and  the  trespass-offering,'  8cc.,  chap.  vii.  31. 

Our  author,  indeed,  takes  upon  him  to  pronounce  that  the  Jews 
were  never  reconciled  to  this  at  all ;  and  he  is  pleased  to  charge  all 
their  idolatries  to  the  account  of  it.  '  Their  national  established 
worship  was  so  prodigiously  expensive,  and  their  clergy  or  priests 
and  Levites,  sucn  absolute  mastera  of  their  property'  (one  would 
think  by  his  representation,  that  they  had  all  the  lands  of  Israel  in 
their  possession),  ^  that  they  took  all  occasions  to  revolt,  and  were 
glad  to  serve  any  ocher  gods,  that  would  accept  them  upon  easier 
terms.'  Thus  he  hath  found  out  a  good  excuse  for  the  frequent 
idolatries  of  the  Jews.  At  other  times  he  charges  this  conduct  on 
the  gross  stupidity,  and  '  constitutional  national  blindness  of  that 
wretched  Egyptianized  people:'  but  here  he  is  pleased  to  pity  the 
poor  people,  and  lays  the  blame  of  all  upon  their  law,  which  laid 
such  a  burden  upon  them,  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  live 
under  it.  There  is  as  much  foundation  for  this  as  for  many  others 
of  this  author's  reflections.  But  how  comes  it  that  the  Jews  them- 
selves never  pretended  this  as  a  reason,  or  at  least  an  excuse 
for  their  revolts?  The  truth  is,  if  this  was  the  reason  of  their 
going  over  to  the  idolatrous  worship  of  the  neighbouring  nations, 
they  would  not  have  gained  much  fey  the  change.  The  priests  in 
other  countries  were  of  great  power  and  influence;  and  it  appears, 
by  the  most  ancient  accounts,  that  the  public  worship  and  cere- 
monies of  religion  were  vastly  expensive,  and  their  sacrifices  such 
as  could  not  be  maintained  and  performed  but  at  a  very  great 
charge.*  And  besides,  we  find  the  Jews,  in  their  most  degenerate 
times,  were  often  willing  enough  to  ofler  multitudes  of  sacrifices  to 
the  Lord,  and  to  other  ^ods  too  ;  which  one  should  think  would 
rather  have  added  to  their  expenses  than  diminished  them.  The 
truth  of  the  matter  is,  it  was  not  their  being  oppressed  by  the 
priests,  and  reduced  to  poverty  by  the  expensiveness  of  their  public 
worship  that  drove  them  into  idolatry ;  but  it  was  usually  in  a 
time  of  peace  and  plenty,  and  when  they  began  to  grow  rich  that 
they  forgot  the  Lord,  see  Deut.  xxxi.  20,  21,  xxxii.  15.     This 

*  See  Shuckrord*8  Sacred  and  Profane  History,  toI.  ii.  p.  209. 
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brought  on  a  corruption  and  dissoluteness  of  manners,  which  pro- 
duced a  neglect  of  religion,  and  a  conformity  to  the  idolatrous  cus- 
toms of  the  neighbouring  nations.  Nor  need  we  go  any  farther  to 
account  for  this,  than  the  corruption  of  the  human  nature,  and 
that  strange  proneness  that  hath  appeared  in  mankind  in  all  ages 
(the  wisest  nations  not  excepted)  to  superstition  and  false  worship, 
and  to  imitate  the  ill  customs  of  others,  especially  when  they  were 
such  as  tended  to  the  gratification  of  vicious  inclinations  and'  appe- 
tites. And  of  this  kind  were  many  of  the  rites  performed  to  the 
heathen  deities.  But  with  re^rd  to  the  Jews,  this  is  certain,  that 
their  revolting  from  the  religion  and  worship  prescribed  in  their 
law,  was  usually  followed  with  great  calamities.  And  when  they 
were  reduced  to  affliction  and  distress,  this  brought  them  to  serious 
reflections  upon  their  guilt  and  folly.  They  then  sought  unto  the 
Lord,  and  were  glad  to  return  to  the  observance  of  his  law,  sen- 
sible not  only  that  it  was  their  duty,  but  that  their  happiness  de- 
pended upon  it. 

Here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  take  notice  of  the  qbjections 
raised  by  this  writer  against  the  law  of  Moses,  on  the  account  of 
the  constitutions  there  made  concerning  expiatory  sacrifices,  which 
he  represents  as  most  absurd  and  unreasonable,  and  as  a  gross 
fallacy  and  imposition  upon  the  common  sense  and  understanding 
of  men.  But  before  I  enter  on  a  particular  consideration  of  his 
objections,  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  sacrifices  were  not  first  ori- 
ginally appointed  in  the  law  of  Moses ;  they  had  been  in  use  long 
before.  The  first  act  of  religion  that  we  read  of  after  the  fall  was 
the  offering  of  sacrifice.  And  it  is  probable  that  it  was  originally 
of  divine  appointment,  and  communicate  to  our  first  parents,  toge- 
ther with  the  original  promise,  both  to  keep  alive  upon  the  minds 
of  men,  a  sense  of  the  evil  of  sin,  and  God*s  just  displeasure  against 
it,  and  to  be  a  visible  pledge  of  his  pardoning  mercy.  It  was  an 
actof  religon  that  soon  spread  universally  among  all  nations,  and 
scarce  any  other  account  can  be  given  of  his  having  so  early  and 
universally  obtained,  but  that  it  was  derived  by  a  tradition  from 
the  first  parents  and  progenitors  of  the  human  race,  who  recom- 
mended it  to  their  posterity  as  a  rite  of  religion  acceptable  to  God, 
and  which  he  himself  had  appointed.  Afterwards,  when  men  fell 
off  from  the  worship  of  the  only  true  God  to  idols,  they  offered 
sacrifices  to  them  as  well  as  prayers  and  other  acts  of  divine  wor- 
ship. This  was  the  state  of^  things  when  the  law  of  Moses  was 
given.  Sacrifices  were  every  where  offered,  though  for  the  most 
part  to  idols.  In  that  law  Uod  prescribed  sacrifices  to  be  offered 
to  his  divine  majesty,  as  they  had  been  by  good  men  before,  pro- 
bably by  his  own  appointment,  and  strictly  prohibited  the  offering 
them  to  any  other.  Many  particular  regulations  were  made,  and 
orders  given  relating  to  those  sacrifices.  And  in  order  to  prevent 
their  falling  into  the  idolatrous  usages  of  the  neighbouring  nations, 
they  were  forbidden  to  offer  any  other  sacrifices,  or  with  any  other 
rites  than  were  there  expressly  prescribed  :  some  of  which  rites 
probably  had  been  derived  from  the  ancient  Patriarchs,  others  were 
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then  first  instituted  in  opposition  to  the  rites  of  tlie  idolatrous  na- 
tions, and  to  preserve  the  Israelites  from  a  conformity  to  them. 
These  rites  and  ordinances  relating  to  sacrifices  were  wrought  into 
the  Mosaic  constitution,  and  so  ordered  by  divine  wisdom  as  among 
other  ends  and  uses  to  be  the  types  and  shadows  of  good  things  to 
come,  under  a  more  perfect  dispensation  to  which  that  was  designed 
to  be  subservient,  and  in  which  all  these  sacrifices  were  to  be  en- 
tirely superseded  by  an  oblation  of  a  far  superior  nature,  and  of  in- 
finitely greater  virtue. 

But  let  us  now  consider  the  attempt  our  author  makes  to  expose 
the  ordinances  of  the  law  of  Moses  relating  to  expiatory  sacrifices. 
He  observes,  *  that  there  could  be  no  commutation  or  exchange  of 
punishment  under  the  law  as  a  favour  or  matter  of  grace  from  any 
of  those  sacrifices.  The  penalty,  whatever  it  was,  supposing  the 
offence  proved*  must  be  executed  as  the  law  enjoined,  and  there 
could  be  no  such  thing  as  any  pardon  under  that  constitution.  In 
all  capital  cases,  the  offender,  upon  legal  proof  or  conviction,  must 
die  the  death,  and  no  sacrifice  could  exempt  him.  And  in  all 
cases  where  the  law  had  not  provided  death,  but  some  pecuniary 
mulct  or  personal  labour  and  servitude  upon  non-payment,  this 
penalty  was  to  be  strictly  executed,  and  none  could  plead  any  pri- 
vilege or  exemption  by  sacrifice.  And  he  thinks  he  may  venture 
to  say  universally,  that  no  other  penalty,  of  what  nature  or  kind  so- 
ever, was  ever  taken  off,  or  mitigated  on  the  account  of  sacrifice. 
He  observes  farther,  that  the  persons  entitled  to  this  atonement 
were  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  no  fault  after  they  had  satisfied  the 
law  in  making  their  offering,  or  paying  their  fine,  which  if  they 
had  not  done,  no  atonement  could  be  accepted.  And  therefore  he 
concludes,  that  the  making  the  atonement  or  virtue  of  these  sa- 
crifices, to  consist  only  and  absolutely  in  the  priest's  sprinkling  the 
sacrificial  blood,  as  was  done  under  that  amazing  constitution,  as 
he  calls  it,  was  nothing  else  but  a  piiestlv  cheat,  and  gross  impo- 
sition.'* pp.  126—128. 

To  clear  this  matter  I  shall  offer  some  observations  that  may 
give  some  light  into  the  Mosaical  constitutions  about  sacrifices,  and 
may  serve  to  obviate  our  author's  exceptions. 

First,  Under  that  constitution  there  were  no  sacrifices  prescribed 
at  all  for  those  crimes  against  which  death  was  denounced,  or  any 
particular  penalties  appointed  by  law.  And  there  is  very  good 
reason  for  this.  If  the  offering  sacrifices  had  in  such  cases  ex- 
empted persons  that  were  legally  convicted  of  those  crimes  from 
the  legal  obligation  to  punishment,  it  would  have  had  a  very  bad 
effect  on  the  public.  And  if  persons  could  have  escaped  punish- 
ments for  the  greatest  crimes  merely  on  their  offering  sacrifices, 
this  constitution  would  have  been  much  more  inveighed  against, 
and  with  much  more  reason,  as  inconsistent  with  the  preservation 


*  At  to  tbe  use  he  makes  of  some  of  these  assertions  against  the  doctrine  of  Christ's 
satisfaction,  the  proper  place  for  considering  this,  will  be  when  we  examine  his  ezcep- 
tioos  against  that  doctrine. 
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of  civil  order,  and  the  good  of  society,  and  as  a  dispensing  with 
and  vacating  all  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth.  Where,  therefore, 
it  was  judged  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  community,  that  the 
penalties  should  be  actually  inflicted  on  persons  guilty  of  such 
crimes,  in  these  cases  no  sacrifices  were  appointed.  Because  as 
sacrifices  were  supposed  to  obtain  pardon,  and  to  avert  the  punish- 
ment that  was  due  for  the  crime  on  the  account  of  which  they 
were  offered,  it  was  not  proper  to  appoint  sacrifices  by  law  for 
crimes  which  it  was  thought  necessary  for  the  public  good  to 
punish. 

Another  remark  I  would  make  with  regard  to  these  expiatory 
sacrifices  is,  that  in  cases  where  sacrifices  were  appointed  to  be  of- 
fered, they  were  never  supposed  to  be  of  any  avail,  or  to  entitle  a 
person  to  pardon  without  repentance,  which  if  they  had  been  sup- 
posed to  have  done,  this  constitution  would  have  had  a  very  bad  in- 
fluence on  religion  :  hence  in  the  sacrifices  that  were  to  be  offered 
for  any  sin  or  fault,  the  person  that  had  offended  was  obHged  to 
lay  *his  hand  upon  the  head  of  the  victim,  and  to  confess  his  sins,  * 
especially  that  particular  sin  on  the  account  of  which  the  sacrifice 
was  offered,  and  to  declare  his  repentance  for  it,  as  appears  from 
Lev.  V.  6.  And  in  cases  where  persons  had  done  any  damage  to 
their  neighbour,  they  were  not  only  to  confess  it,  but  to  make  res- 
titution of  what  they  had  wrongfully  taken.  And  it  is  a  general 
rule,  that  sacrifices  were  never  ordered  but  in  cases  where  the  offen- 
der was  supposed  to  be  penitent.  When  a  person  had  sinned  through 
ignorance,  and  came  afterwards  to  be  sensible  of  it ;  or  if  he  had 
Binned  knowingly  and  wilfully,  and  afterwards  was  brought  to  a 
true  repentance,  and  of  his  own  accord  acknowledged  it,  when  it 
could  not  be  proved  against  him  ;  in  such  cases  as  these  sacrifices 
were  to  be  onered,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  laws  about  the  sin-offer- 
ing and  the  trespass-offering,  Lev.  iv.  6,  6.  But  in  case  of  obsti- 
nate impenitency  and  presumptuous  sinning  with  a  high  hand,  no 
sacrifices  were  admitted.  From  whence  it  appears,  that  the  le^l 
sacrifices  were  not  designed  to  draw  men  off  from  real  substantial 
piety  and  righteousness,  or  to  serve  instead  of  it,  but  rather  sup- 
posed the  absolute  necessity  of  repentance  in  order  to  forgiveness, 
and  that  no  pardon  could  be  expected  without  it 

Another  thing  that  it  is  proper  to  observe  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
piatory sacrifices  under  the  law,  is,  that  the  atoning  virtue  of  those 
sacrifices  was  supposed  principally  to  consist  in  the  blood  of  the  vic- 
tim, which  was  *  shed  and  sprinkled  '  on  or  towaixls  the  altar.  And 
this  is  what  our  author  cries  out  against  as  a  priestly  cheat  and 
gross  imposition  :  he  would  fain  know  what  *  atonements  or  propi- 
tiation could  signify  under  a  law  that  admitted  no  pardon  ? '  If  by 
saying  that  the  law  admitted  no  pardon,  he  means,  that  where  the 
law  denounc^Bd  any  particular  penalty  against  a  particular  crime, 
the  law  itself  did  not  appoint  that  penalty  to  be  remitted,  which  it 
appointed  to  be  inflicted  for  that  crime,  it  is  very  true.  And  to 
suppose  the  contrar]r  would  be  very  absurd.  For  no  law  dispenses 
with  the  penalty  which  that  law  expressly  enjoins  :  and  llierefore  it 
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VftSt  that  in  cases  where  the  Mosaical  law  expressly  appointed  par- 
ticular penalties  for  particular  crimes  no  sacrifice  was  aamitted,  be* 
cause  the  law  did  not  intend  the  penalties  should  be  dispensed  with 
in  these  cases,  but  if  by  saying  *  that  law  admitted  no  pardon '  he 
intends  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  pardon  or  remission  of  sins 
at  all  under  that  constitution,  it  is  a  great  mistake,  for  the  very  ap- 
pointment of  expiatory  sacrifices  shows,  there  was  pardon  under 
that  constitution,  and  necessarily  supposes  it.  For  in  cases  where 
sacrifices  were  appointed  to  be  offered,  it  is  expressly  declared,  that 
upon  a  man's  confessing  his  fault,  and  offering  the  sacrifice,  ^  the 
sin  which  he  had  committed  should  be  forgiven  him.' 

But  still  it  is  urged,  that  this  was  only  a  priestly  cheat,  since 
really  nothing  was  forgiven,  and  he  was  freed  from  no  penalty  on 
the  account  of  the  sacrifice.  But  how  doth  this  writer  prove  that 
he  was  freed  from  no  penalty  on  the  account  of  the  sacrifice  ?  It 
is  certain  that  in  cases  where  sacrifices  were  appointed  to  be  offer- 
ed for  any  crime,  the  man  that  offended  was  not  subjected  by  law 
to  any  penalty  for  that  crime,  as  he  was  with  regard  to  crimes  for 
which  sacrifices  were  not  appointed  to  be  offered.  For  which  this 
reason  is  to  be  given,  that  the  sacrifice  was  supposed  to  avert  the 
penalty,  and  therefore  sacrifices  were  not  suffered  to  be  offered  in 
cases  where  it  veas  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  community,  that 
the  penalty  should  be  actually  inflicted.  Thus,  e.  g.  in  cases  of 
stealing  or  defrauding,  if  the  thief  was  taken  and  legally  convicted, 
he  was  to  *  restore  double  '  if  the  ox,  or  ass,  or  sheep  which  he  had 
taken  was  found  aUve  with  him ;  but  if  he  had  killed  or  sold  it,  he 
was  to  *  restore  four  or  five  fold ; '  and  if  he  could  not  do 
this  he  was  to  be  sold,  Exod.  xxii.  1,  2, 3.  And  in  such  cases  no 
sacrifice  was  appointed  at  all :  because  it  was  intended,  and  was 

{'udged  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  public,  that  the  penalty  should 
>e  actually  executed.  But  if  a  man  bad  taken  any  thing  wrong- 
fully from  his  neighbour,  and  had  even  sworn  falsely  concerning  it, 
and  could  not  be  legally  convicted,  or  the  crime  proved  upon  him, 
if  afterwards  he  sincerely  repented  of  his  crime,  and  came  of  him- 
self and  acknowledged  his  guilt,  in  that  case  he  was  appointed  to 
bring  a  sacrifice,  and  then  the  penalty  which  was  appointed  in  the 
other  case  was  not  to  be  inflicted  on  him.  He  was  obliged  only  to 
restore  the  principal,  and  add  a  fifth  part  thereto,  which  was  no 
more  than  was  proper  to  make  amends  to  the  owner  for  the  damage 
be  might  have  sustained  in  being  for  some  time  without  the  use  of 
what  Bad  been  taken  from  him,  see  Lev.  vi.  2.  And  this  was  not 
properly  a  mulct  or  penalty,  but  a  just  restitution,  which  was  neces- 
sary to  shew  the  sincerity  of  the  repentance  he  professed  for  his 
crime.  So  that  we  see  that  in  cases  where  the  mulct  or  penalty  was 
actually  insisted  on  by  law,  sacrifices  were  not  appointed  to  be  of- 
fered ;  and  where  the  sacrifices  were  appointed  to  be  offered,  the 
mukt  or  penalty,  which  would  have  been  otherwise  due,  was  to  be 
remitted.  And  by  this  we  may  see  how  true  it  is  which  he  ventures 
to  pronounce  universally,  that  ^  no  other  penalty  of  what  nature  or 
kind  soever  was  ever  taken  off  or  mitigated  on  the  account  of  sacrifice.* 
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But  perhaps  it  will  be  said,  that  in  these  cases  the  sacri6ces  them- 
selves  were  the  penalty  required  by  law.  He  tells  us  '  that  in  innu- 
merable cases  of  accident  or  inadvertency,  which  was  made  penal 
by  the  law,  the  sacri6ce  as  a  deodand  or  fine  to  the  church  was  the 
whole  penalty.  And  where  a  sacrifice  was  ordered  with  a  pecuniary 
mulcts  one  part  of  the  fine  was  due  to  the  state,  and  the  other 
to  the  church.  *  But  sacrifices  were  offered  in  many  cases  that  were 
not  owing  merely  to  inadvertency,  but  where  the  sin  had  been  deli- 
berate and  wilful,  though  afterwards  sincerely  repented  of,  as  is  evi- 
dent from  the  instances  mentioned.  Lev.  vi.  2,  3.  And  in  these 
cases  it  is  manifest  that  the  sacrifice  was  not  regarded  or  pre- 
scribed as  a  punishment,  but  as  a  means  to  free  the  offender  from 
punishment;  and  the  reason  why  no  punishment  was  enjoined  where 
sacrifices  were  ordered,  was  not  because  the  sacrifice  itself  was  a 
punishment,  but  because  the  sacrifice  was  supposed  to  free  the  per- 
son in  the  eye  of  the  law  from  the  guilt  he  had  contracted,  and 
thereby  avert  the  punishment  to  which  otherwise  he  must  have  been 
obnoxious.  As  to  his  insinuation  that  the  sacrifice  was  only  a  fine 
to  the  church,  one  should  think,  if  this  had  been  the  case,  they 
would  have  been  allowed  to  commute  the  sacrifice  for  money,  whicii 
yet  was  never  admitted.  And  whereas  he  adds,  that  *  where  a  sa- 
crifice was  ordered  with  a  pecuniary  mulct  one  part  of  the  fine  was 
due  to  the  state,  and  the  other  to  the  church  ; '  he  would  have  done 
well  to  have  told  us  what  sacrifices  were  ordered  with  pecuniary 
mulcts.  In  cases  where  mulcts  were  ordered  by  law,  wnich  was 
only  where  a  real  damage  had  been  done  by  any  man  to  his  neigh- 
bour, the  mulct  or  fine  if  he  will  call  it  so,  was  to  be  paid  to  the  in- 
jured person  himself,  and  not  either  to  the  state  or  to  the  church  : 
nor  was  the  priest  to  have  any  share  in  it  at  all,  except  in  cases  where 
the  priest  himself  happened  to  be  the  person  that  had  suffered  the 
damage.  Instances  of  this  we  have  with  regard  to  the  thief  that 
was  obliged  to  restore  double  to  the  person  whom  he  had  in- 
jured, and  if  the  thing  he  had  stolen  was  sold  or  destroyed,  four  or 
five  fold ;  and  if  he  could  not  do  this,  he  was  to  be  sold  by  him 
whom  he  had  wronged.  And  in  case  of  a  man*s  accusing  a  virgin 
wrongfully,  or  in  case  of  deflowering  a  virgin  unbetrothed,  the  law 
appointed  a  fine  or  sum  of  money  to  be  paid  to  her  father,  besides 
the  satisfaction  that  was  to  be  made  to  the  damsel  herself,  Deut. 
xxii.  18,  19,  29.  And  in  these  cases,  where  there  were  penal  mulcts 
appointed  by  law,  there  were  no  sacrifices  admitted  :  and  on  the 
other  hand,  in  cases  where  sacrifices  were  prescribed,  there  was  no 
mulct  appointed. 

But  he  farther  urges,  to  show  that  the  making  the  atonement  to 
consist  in  the  priest's  sprinkling  the  sacrificial  blood  was  '  a  gross 
fallacy  and  imposition;  that  the  persons  entitled  to  this  atonement, 
were  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  no  fault  after  they  had  satisfied  the 
law  in  making  their  offering,  or  paying  of  their  fine,  which  if  they 
had  not  done  no  atonement  could  be  accepted.  And  that  this  there- 
fore was  taking  out  a  pardon  after  the  debt  had  been  paid,  and  the 
law  satisfied,  and  owning  an  infinite  obligation  to  the  priests,  for 
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cheating  them  out  of  their  money ^  and  their  substance.'  p.  128. 
The  8ting  of  this  sneer  hes  here.  That  before  the  blood  was  sprin- 
kled the  law  was  satisfied,  and  the  person  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  no 
fault,  and  therefore  it  was  an  imposition  to  pretend  that  the  sprin- 
kling of  the  blood  made  an  atonement  for  him.  But  this  is  misre- 
presented :  for  the  law  was  not  satisfied,  nor  was  the  offering  pro- 
perly made  or  completed,  till  the  blood  was  sprinkled.  Till  that 
was  done  the  person  was  still  supposed  to  lie  under  his  guilt,  and 
was  not  clear  m  the  eye  of  the  law.  And  as  the  sacrifice  could  not 
be  of  any  avail  without  confession  and  restitution,  which  was  sup- 
posed to  be  a  necessary  qualification  for  forgiveness,  so  in  cases 
where  sacrifices  were  prescribed,  though  a  man  had  made  restitu- 
tion, he  was  not  regarded  as  free  from  his  guilt  till  the  sacrifice  was 
offered,  and  the  atonement  made  by  the  blood.  Restitution  did  in- 
deed repair  the  injury  offered  to  his  neighbour,  but  still  there  was 
a  guilt  cleaving  to  him  on  account  of  the  transgression  he  had  been 
guilty  of  against  God.  Expiation  therefore  was  to  be  made  for  the  of- 
fence committed  against  the  divine  majesty.  And  in  order  to  this, 
the  blood  of  the  sacrifice  was  required  to  be  offered  unto  God.  And 
the  reason  that  is  given  why  the  blood  was  supposed  to  make  atone- 
ment for  the  soul,  is  this,  that  the  '  life  of  the  nesh  is  in  the  blood,  * 
Lev.  xvii.  2.  So  that  the  atonement  consisted  in  this,  that  the  life 
of  the  victim  was  given  for  the  offender  ;  and  the  sprinkling  of  the 
blood  upon  the  altar  was  an  offering  or  rendering  the  blood  or  life 
of  the  victim  unto  God.  This  was  to  put  them  in  mind,  that  in 
strictness  they  had  deserved  death  at  the  hand  of  God,  if  he  should 
deal  with  them  in  a  way  of  rigorous  justice  ;  since  every  transgres- 
sion and  disobedience  exposed  them  to  the  curse  that  was  denoun- 
ced in  the  law  against '  every  one  that  continued  not  in  all  things 
that  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them  : '  but  yet  that 
he  would  graciously  pardon  them,  and  accept  an  atonement  for 
them  ;  and  accordingly  when  this  was  offered,  the  person  that  had 
offended  was  legally  clean  and  free  from  the  guilt  and  curse  he  had 
contracted  and  not  before. 

As  to  the  general  reasons  of  this  constitution,  it  was  a  visible 
pledge  of  God's  pardoning  mercy  to  penitent  sinners,  and  at  the 
same  time  it  tended  to  preserve  m  their  mind  a  lively  sense  of  his 

iustice  and  purity,  and  of  the  evil  of  sin,  and  to  make  them  sensi- 
)le  what  it  deserved  if  God  should  enter  into  strict  judgment  with 
them  :  since  besides  repentance  and  amendment  the  shedding  of  the 
blood  of  the  sacrifice  for  them  was  required  in  order  to  the  expia- 
tion of  their  guilt.  And  sacrifices  were  insisted  on  even  with  re- 
gard to  sins  of  ignorance  and  inadvertency,  that  they  might  be  afraid 
of  all  sin  when  tney  found  that  the  least  sin  was  not  to  be  passed 
by  without  some  marks  of  God's  displeasure  against  it,  and  might 
be  rendered  cautious  and  vigilant  over  themselves  and  their  own 
conduct,  since  even  ignorance  and  inadvertency  or  rashness,  which 
is  the  cause  of  many  faults,  should  not  totally  excuse  for  a  viola- 
tion of  the  law  :  but  when  once  it  came  to  be  known,  they  were  to 
confess  it  before  God,  to  humble  themselves  on  the  account  of  it. 
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and  to  seek  expiation  for  it  by  the  blood  of  the  sacrifice.  Lastly, 
sapposing  that  God  had  from  the  beginning  formed  the  wise  and 
gracious  design  to  send  his  own  Son  into  the  world  in  the  fulness 
of  time  to  take  upon  him  our  nature,  and  to  shed  his  blood  as  a 
propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  world  ;  and  that  this  was  the  way  in 
which  he  had  appointed  to  confer  salvation  on  guilty  mankind;  that 
so  he  might  declare  his  righteousness  in  the  remission  of  sins,  and 
vindicate  the  authority  of  his  government  and  laws  even  in  the  very 
methods  of  reconciliation :  taking  in  this  view  of  things,  it  was  very 
proper  to  institute  and  appoint  sacrifices,  the  better  to  prepare  the 
world  for  receiving  that  method  of  redemption  through  the  blood 
and  sacrifice  of  his  Son,  and  to  typify  and  prefigure  the  true  atone- 
ment. And  upon  this  state  of  the  case,  the  propriety  of  this  con- 
stitution of  sacrifices,  and  the  comprehensive  views  the  divine  wis* 
dom  had  in  it,  do  more  fully  appear. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  there  were  great  and  wise  ends  in  this  insti- 
tution of  sacnfices,  and  at  the  same  time  care  was  taken  that  they 
should  be  managed  so  as  not  at  all  to  interfere  with  the  civil  laws, 
or  to  be  any  way  detrimental  to  the  society,  by  derogating  from 
the  justice  and  public  order  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
commonwealth. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


His  pretence  that  the  law  of  Moses  made  no  distinction  between  morals  and  rituals,  and 
never  urged  things  as  in  themselves  fit  and  reasonable  ;  and  that  the  stories  of  the 
miracles  recorded  there  were  the  caase  of  the  Jews*  obduracj  and  impenitency  through- 
out all  their  generations.  His  bitter  invectives  against  the  Jews,  and  the  strange  re« 
presentation  he  makes  of  that  people,  with  a  view  to  cast  a  reproach  upon  their  law« 
It  is  shown  that  bj  the  advantage  of  their  law,  thej  fkr  exceeded  a!l  other  nations  in 
the  knowledge  of  religion,  and  that  thej  were  famed  for  wisdom  eren  among  the  Hea- 
thens. The  proper  use  that  should  be  made  of  the  accounts  g^ven  us  of  their  faults,  and 
of  the  punishments  inflicted  on  them. 

We  have  not  yet  done  with  this  writer's  objections  against  the 
law  of  Moses,  with  a  view  to  expose  that  law  and  the  Jews.  He 
tells  us,  p.  271,  that  *  Moses  gave  them  a  law,  not  as  a  law  or  re- 
ligion of  nature,  but  as  the  immediate  voice  and  positive  will  of  God, 
the  grounds  or  reasons  of  which  they  were  never  to  examine  or  in- 
quire into,  nor  to  look  upon  it  either  as  founded  in  the  eternal  im- 
mutable fitness  of  things,  or  the  result  of  any  human  reason  or  pru- 
dence ;  and  having  this  opinion  of  their  law  in  general,  they  made 
no  distinction  between  morals  and  rituals,  between  eternal  and  im- 
mutable, and  temporary  and  mutable  obligations,  or  between  the 
laws  of  nature,  and  the  perrect  reverse  of  them.'    And  be  had  ob- 
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served  before,  that  ^  they  would  believe  nothing  as  necessarily  and 
eternally  true  in  nature  and  reason,  but  depended  for  the  proof  of 
every  thing  upon  miracles,  prodigies,  &<*.  And  that  they  had  really 
no  such  thing  among  them  as  a  notion  of  what  is  right  and  wrong 
in  morality, '  p.  256. 

It  will  be  easily  granted  that  Moses  represents  the  law  he  gives 
as  enjoined  by  the  immediate  authority  and  will  of  Qod  himself* 
And  I  suppose  none  will  deny  but  that  this  mu^t  give  a  mighty 
force  and  efficacy  to  laws  however  fit  or  reasonable  in  themselves. 
And  I  believe  every  considerate  person  will  allow  that  in  a  divine  law 
it  is  not  necessary  to  enter  into  the  particular  reasons  of  all  the 
commands  that  are  given,  or  to  deduce  them  by  a  chain  of  philoso- 
phical reasonings  from  what  this  writer  calls  the  eternal  fitness  of 
things.  But  if  he  means  to  insinuate,  as  seems  plainly  to  be  his  in- 
tention, that  in  the  law  of  Moses  things  are  never  urged  upon  the 
people  as  in  themselves  fit  and  reasonable,  nor  the  grounds  and 
reasons  of  the  law  ever  set  before  them,  nothing  can  be  more  false, 
as  is  evident  to  any  one  that  is  in  the  least  acquainted  with  that  law. 
They  are  not  urged  to  obedience  from  a  mere  regard  to  the  autho- 
rity of  God  who  gave  them  those  laws,  but  they  are  frequently 
urged  to  it  from  a  consideration  of  his  goodness ;  and  the  reasonable- 
ness and  fitness  of  the  thing  required  of  them  is  often  signified  in 
the  most  expressive  and  comprehensive  manner,  with  admirable  ful- 
ness as  well  as  brevity.  It  were  easy  to  produce  a  considerable 
number  of  instances  out  of  the  books  of  Moses,  in  which  the  reasons 
of  the  law  are  clearly  set  forth  along  with  the  laws  themselves,  and 
that  both  with  regard  to  moral  and  ritual  precepts.  It  is  true,  that 
Moses  never  talks  of  the  *  eternal  reason  and  immutable  fitness  of 
things ; '  nor  does  the  gospel,  though  it  so  evidently  tends  to  give 
us  good  and  excellent  notions  of  pure  and  refined  morality,  ever  ex- 
press itself  after  this  manner.  And  I  apprehend  this  way  of  expres- 
sion will  scarce  be  thought  necessary  lor  enlightening  the  under> 
standings  of  the  people  in  the  knowledge  of  morals  ;  especially  in 
the  crude  and  confused  manner  in  which  this  author  and  some 
others  use  it.  But  it  is  evident  that  Moses  often  teaches  the  peo- 
ple to  regard  his  laws  as  founded  in  reason,  and  righteousness,  and 
equity,  and  commendable  for  their  wisdom  and  excellency.  Thus 
Deut.  iv.  6,  7,  8.  *  What  nation  is  there  so  great  which  bath  sta« 
tutes  and  judgments  so  righteous,  as  all  this  law  which  I  set  before 
you  this  day  f  Keep  and  do  them,  for  this  is  your  wisdom  and  un- 
aerstanding.'  And  he  there  supposes  the  excellency  of  their  laws 
to  be  so  manifest,  that  other  nations  that  should  hear  and  observe 
them  would  be  ready  to  say,  *  surely  this  great  nation  is  a  wise  and 
understanding  people. '  He  fi'cquently  tells  them  that  the  statutes 
and  commandments  which  Qod  required  them  to  obey,  were  for 
their  own  good,  Deut.  xxvi.  24.  x.  13.  And  it  is  certain  in  fact,  that 
the  greatest  and  wisest  men  among  the  Jews,  and  indeed  the  peo^ 
pie  in  general,  bad  a  very  high  opinion  of  the  wisdom,  the  goodness, 
the  equity,  and  reasouablenefss  of  their  laws.  So  far  is  it  from  being 
true  which  this  author  confidently  alleges,  that  they  did  not  regard 
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the  *  moral  law  or  statutes  and  judgments  delivered  by  Moses  in  the 
name  of  God,  as  true  and  right,  in  nature  and  reason. '  The  noble 
account  given  of  the  law,  Psal.  xix.  7 — 12,  to  which  might  easily 
be  added  many  other  passages  celebrating  the  righteousness,  the 
purity,  the  loveliness  of  the  laws  enjoined  them,  sufficiently  shows 
what  were  the  sentiments  of  all  wise  and  good  men  among  the  Jews 
on  this  head. 

And  indeed,  this  writer  himself  elsewhere  thinks  fit  to  own,  that 
*  the  lawgiver  himself  (Moses)  directed  the  people  to  the  right 
motive  and  principle  of  action,  i.e.  to  the  inward  love  of  God  and 
their  neighbour^  as  the  principal  thing  that  would  be  regarded  in 
the  sight  of  God,'  p.  34.  And  that  *  this  was  along  understood 
and  insisted  on  during  the  legal  economy  as  necessary  to  a  state  of 
true  religion  and  virtue,  as  might  be  proved  by  innumerable  tes- 
timonies out  of  the  law  and  the  prophets.  And  that  even  in  our 
Saviour's  time,  the  Jews,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  owned 
the  obligation  of  it,  and  could  not  stifle  their  convictions  of  it,  how 
much  soever  they  had  lost  or  neglected  the  practice.  Their  most 
learned  men,  and  Christ's  greatest  enemies,  allowed,  that  to  love 
God  above  all,  and  our  neighbour  as  ourselves,  was  the  sum  and 
Kubstance,  the  end  and  design  of  the  whole  law/  p.  34.  And  how 
this  is  consistent  with  his  asserting  that  the  Jews  made  no  distinc- 
tion between  morals  and  rituals,  and  between  the  *  laws  of  nature, 
and  the  perfect  reverse  of  them  ;'  and  that  they  had  no  such  thing 
among  them  as  a  '  notion  of  what  is  right  or  wrong  in  morality,'  is 
hard  to  conceive. 

It  is  with  equal  justice  and  consistency  that  he  represents  '  the 
old  stories  they  had  among  them  of  their  miraculous  deliverances 
and  successes  at  the  first  institution  of  their  covenant,'  as  having 
'  been  tlie  chief  occasion  of  their  natural  blindness,  obduracy,  and 
impenitency  in  all  their  succeeding  generations,  and  of  their  de- 
pending on  continual  miracles,'  which  he  calls  *  the  most  dangerous 
presumption,'  and   *  the  strongest  hold  of  ignorance  and  error,' 

Ep.  263,  264.  At  other  times  he  is  pleased  to  ascribe  this  to  what 
e  calls  the  '  incurable  Egyptian  temper  of  that  people,'  which 
they  at  fiist  contracted  in  Egypt,  and  could  never  afterwards  shake 
off;  but  here  he  directly  charges  their  impenitency  and  obstinacy 
in  all  succeeding  generations  on  the  miraculous  things  that  were 
done  for  them  to  deliver  them  out  of  Egypt ;  so  that  as  he  there  ex- 
presseth  it,  *  they  had  no  great  reason  to  boast  of  their  deliverance.' 
But  how  those  '  old  stories,'  as  he  calls  them,  should  have  an  influ- 
ence to  render  them  ever  afterwards  obdurate  and  impenitent,  is  hard 
to  conceive.  The  natural  tendency  of  them,  when  firmly  believed, 
was  to  fill  them  with  adoring  thoughts  of  the  divine  power  and 
majesty,  and  with  a  thankful  sense  of  their  obligations  to  his  good- 
ness, and  to  engage  them  to  a  more  diligent  and  careful  obedience 
to  those  laws  which  came  to  them  confirmed  with  such  illustrious 
attestations.  And  it  is  for  such  purposes  as  these  that  they  are 
frequently  mentioned  by  good  men  of  old  in  their  admirable  psalms 
and  hymns  of  praise.     But  there  is  nothing  in  them  to  encourage 
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them  to  expect  any  extraordinary  interpositions  in  their  favour, 
whilst  they  continued  an  impenitent  and  disobedient  people.  On 
the  contrary,  those  '  old  stories'  of  the  miracles  wrought  at  the  first 
establishment  of  their  law  were  also  accompanied  with  an  account 
of  God's  righteous  severity  against  their  ancestors,  and  the  signal 
punishments  he  inflicted  upon  them  for  their  obduracy  and  im- 
penitency.  There  was  nothmg  in  their  whole  law  that  gave  them 
ground  to  hope  for  prosperity  and  happiness,  or  any  marks  of  the 
divine  favour  towards  them,  but  in  a  way  of  righteousness  and  obe- 
dience. And  on  the  other  hand,  it  taught  them  to  expect  to  be 
distinguished  from  other  nations,  with  the  most  remarkable  judg- 
ments and  tokens  of  the  divine  displeasure,  in  case  of  their  per- 
sisting in  an  obstinate  course  of  wickedness  and  disobedience,  mr 
was  there  any  thing  in  their  behef  of  the  extraordinary  things  that 
were  done  at  their  deliverance  out  of  Egypt,  that  could  reasonably 
induce  them,  in  ordinary  cases,  ^  to  neglect  natural  human  means, 
which  God  has  ordained  and  established  in  the  course  of  his  pro- 
vidence ;'  and  to  depend  on  all  occasions  upon  '  miracles,  imme- 
diate interposition,  and  uninstrumental  divine  agency ;'  which  is 
another  charge  he  advances  against  them.  One  would  think,  by 
his  representation,  that  the  whole  nation  of  the  Jews  in  all  ases 
lived  in  a  continual  expectation  of  nothing  else  but  miracles,  that 
they  thought  not  of  using  any  rational  human  means  at  all,  but  ex- 
pected at  all  times  to  have  plenty  of  food  though  they  never  ploughed 
or  sowed,  and  to  be  victorious  over  their  enemies  without  taxing 
arms  or  fighting.  But  it  does  not  appear  from  the  history  of  their 
nation  in  the  Old  Testament,  that  this  was  all  along  their  temper 
and  expectation.  They  are  often  blamed  for  making  flesh  their 
arm,  and  placing  too  much  of  their  dependence  on  the  aids  of 
human  power,  or  the  methods  of  a  worldly  policy,  even  to  the  ne- 
glect and  disobedience  of  Qod's  commands  and  law.  In  their 
prosperity,  when  they  were  in  a  state  of  wealth  and  power,  they 
were  too  apt  to  be  overconfident  and  secure  ;  and  in  their  adversity, 
when  they  did  not  see  probable  human  means  for  their  deliverance, 
they  were  apt  to  despond,  such  is  the  weakness  of  our  nature,  and 
it  was  a  difficult  thing  to  get  their  minds  raised  to  a  steady  con- 
fidence in  the  divine  power  s^nd  goodness  for  restoring  and  deliver- 
ing them.  And  if  at  any  time  they  were  brought  by  any  gracious 
promise  or  assurance  that  was  given  them  in  the  name  of  Qod,  to 
hope  that  he  would  deliver  them,  they  did  not  generally  expect  it 
in  a  way  of  '  uninstrumental  divine  agency,'  as  this  writer  phraseth 
it ;  it  did  not  make  their  great  men  and  heroes  sit  still  and  neglect 
rational  human  means,  but  rather  animated  and  encouraged  tnem 
to  use  the  best  means  they  could  for  their  own  deliverance,  in  hope 
that  God  would  bless  and  give  success  to  their  endeavours;  as  is 
evident  to  any  one  that  is  at  all  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the 
Old  Testament. 

We  are  now  got  into  the  author's  invectives  against  the  Jews,  in 
which  he  seems  to  take  an  ill-natured  satisfaction.  It  appears 
from  the  passages  already  produced,  that  he  makes  a  very  disad- 
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vantageous  representation  of  them^  as  having  no  notion  of  right  or 
wrong  in  morality,  and  making  no  distinction  between  the  laws  of 
nature,  and  the  perfect  reverse  of  them.  He  frequently  talks  of 
*  their  constitutional  natural  blindness  which  they  had  contracted 
in  Egypt  among  their  fellow-slaves :  that  this  blindness,  bigotry, 
and  enthusiasm  was  the  incurable  distemper  of  this  wretched 
people ;  and  that  they  continued  throughout  all  their  generations 
under  the  same  Egyptian  darkness  and  mental  vassalage,  and  still 
retained  the  gross  ignorance,  strong  prejudices,  and  constitutional 
character  of  that  priestlv  enslaved  nation.  He  represents  them  as 
having  *  lost  all  inward  sincerity  and  integrity  of  heart,  and  all 
true  notions  of  God,  of  his  natural  and  moral  attributes  and  per- 
fections, and  of  his  providential  government  of  the  world.  That 
they  could  not  distinguish  between  the  effective  and  permissive 
will  of  Qod,  but  ascribed  every  thing  equally  to  God,  as  ordering, 
directing,  and  appointing  the  greatest  moral  as  well  as  natural  evils. 
That  their  superstition  was  such,  that  neither  the  law  of  nature,  nor 
the  common  methods  of  God's  providential  government  could  at  all 
affect  them.  That  it  is  certain  that  after  their  going  out  of  Egypt, 
notwithstanding  their  extraordinary  deliverance,  they  could  scarcely 
be  paralleled  by  any  other  nation  upon  earth,  for  their  gross  igno- 
rance, superstition,  and  moral  wickedness,  which  ran  through  all 
their  successive  generations,  till  their  final  dissolution  and  destruc- 
tion.' He  often  talks  of  their  national  blindness,  obduracy,  and 
impenitency ;  and  finally  pronounces  that  *  the  people  of  Israel  at 
first,  and  their  remains  afterwards  called  Jews,  were  a  most  un- 
toward, grossly  ignorant,  amazing,  superstitious,  and  desperately 
wicked  generation  of  men;'  see  pp.  248,  256,  &c.,  263,  271. 

This  is  some  part  of  the  reproach  which  he  pours  foith  upon  that 
unhappy  nation,  and  which  may  give  us  a  specimen  of  the  spirit 
and  rhetoric  of  this  writer.  Whatever  censures  have  been  at  any 
time  passed  upon  the  worst  of  the  Jews  in  their  most  degenerate 
times,  he  applies  vrithout  distinction  to  the  whole  nation  at  all 
times  from  nrst  to  last.  The  sacred  writers  often  reprove  the  Jews 
for  their  faults,  and  if  other  nations  were  to  be  dealt  with  as  freely 
and  impartially,  they  would  not  appear  so  fair  as  they  now  do  in 
the  writings  of  partial  and  flattering  historians.  But  though  this 
writer,  and  others,  take  advantage  of  the  censures  passed  upon  the 
Jews  in  Scripture,  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  consistently  blame 
that  people  for  those  faults  for  which  they  are  there  principally  re- 
proved. If  this  author  be  in  the  right,  their  unbelief  ought  to  be 
condemned  as  a  noble  instance  of  free-thinking ;  and  their  frequent 
revoltings  from  their  law  were  glorious  efforts  to  shake  off  an  in- 
tolerable yoke  of  tyranny  and  vassalage  that  was  imposed  upon 
them,  and  to  resume  their  natural  liberties.  He  is  pleased  highly 
to  commend  their  idolatrous  princes,  as  acting  upon  principles  of 
toleration  and  liberty  of  conscience,  and  seems  to  approve  their 
joining  with  the  neighbouring  nations  in  their  idolatrous  rites  and 
usages.  So  that  it  is  not  the  Jews  as  idolatrous,  and  imitating 
the  heathens,  that  he  really  designs  to  find  iauU^with,  but  the 
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Jews  as  adhering  to  their  law,  and  to  the  commands  there  giren^ 
and  the  worship  there  established  ;  though  the  better  to  cover  it^ 
he  takes  advantag^e  of  the  reproofs  given  them  in  Scripture  for 
those  things  which  he  himself  must  think  to  be  no  crimes  at  alL 
It  is  their  law  itself,  and  their  best  and  greatest  men,  those  that 
most  religiously  adhered  to  that  law,  that  he  principally  intends  to 
strike  at  by  his  slanderous  invectives,  which  he  throws  about  with^ 
out  distinction. 

He  affects  frequently,  as  some  others  have  done  before  him,  to 
speak  of  the  Jews  as  if  they  bad  something  naturally  gross  and 
stupid  in  them  below  the  rest  of  the  human  species,  and  were,  by 
their  natural  constitution,  or  by  a  kind  of  fatal  necessity  doomed  to 
perpetual  blindness,  superstition,  and  slavery.  He  often  talks  of 
their  natural  and  constitutional  blindness,  stupidity,  obduracy,  &c« 
And  is  pleased  to  represent  them  as  having  *  contracted  this  coih 
stitutional  natural  blindness  in  Egypt  among  their  fellow-slaves,' 
p.  248.  It  was  ^  natural'  and  *  constitutional'  to  them  through  all 
their  generations,  and  yet  was  *  contracted  in  Egypt.*  How  this 
will  agree  I  cannot  tell,  except  it  be  said  that  in  Egypt  they  con- 
tracted some  odd  kind  of  nature  and  constitution,  which,  like  a  dis- 
temper, ran  in  their  blood,  and  was  conveyed  from  father  to  son 
through  all  their  successive  generations.  And  then  it  must  be 
owned  they  were  a  *  wretched  people*  indeed  *  from  first  to  last,' 
but  at  the  same  time  they  were  to  oe  pitied  more  than  blamed,  and 
it  was  rather  their  calamity  than  their  crime.  And  this  being,  as 
he  calls  it,  the  *  incurable  distemper  of  this  wretched  people,'  no 
wonder  he  asks,  *  What  could  Moses  and  the  prophets  do  with 
them  ?'  for  as  he  wisely  observes,  *  they  could  not  new-mak^  them,' 
p.  271.  And  therefore  it  was  impossible  to  govern  and  influence 
them  in  their  own  way.  And  he  tells  us,  that  *  God  gave  them 
up  to  that  wickedness  and  tyranny,  under  such  a  dispensation  of 
blindness  and  slavery,  because  there  was  no  other  way  to  be  taken 
with  them,'  p.  248.  Where  he  speaks  as  if  he  thought  God  himself 
could  not  help  them,  or  do  any  thing  else  with  them,  but  ^ve  them 
up  to  wickedness  and  tyranny,  blindness  and  slavery.  Though  at 
another  time  he  seems  to  think,  that  the  people  might  have  been 
better,  if  they  had  been  better  instructed ;  and  after  having  ob« 
served,  that  the  ^  prophets  and  priests  were  equally  Egyptiamzed,* 
he  affects  to  pity  the  people,  wno  ^  had  no  better  means  of  infor- 
mation,' p.  265. 

But  wnen  this  writer  and  others  have  said  the  worst  against  the 
Jews  that  their  malice  can  suggest;  and  though  he  represents  them 
as  a  nation  '  scarce  to  be  paralleled  by  any  other  nation  upon 
earth  for  their  gross  i^orance,'  and  as  having  ^  lost  all  true  no- 
tions of  God,  and  of  his  natural  and  moral  attributes  and  perfec- 
tions,' yet  it  is  certain  that  in  their  knowledge  of  God  and  true 
religion,  they  vastly  exceeded  all  other  nations,  even  those  that  were 
most  celebi*ated  for  their  wisdom  and  learning,  and  were  the  only 
people  that  worshipped  the  one  living  and  true  God,  when  the  rest 
of  the  world  was  overrun  with  idolatry  and  false  worship.     And 
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there  is  reason  to  think,  that  there  were  numbers  among  them, 
even  of  the  common  people^  that  by  their  acquaintance  with  their 
law,  which  they  were  all  commanded  diligently  to  read  and  to  con- 
sider, end  in  which  they  were  to  instruct  their  children,  were  brought 
to  form  juster  and  nobler  notions  of  God  and  of  his  providence,  of 
the  duty  they  owed  him,  and  the  worship  that  was  to  be  rendered 
to  him,  than  even  the  wise  men  and  philosophers  among  the  pagans. 
And  what  rendered  this  more  remarkable  was,  that  they  came  out 
of  Egypt,  which,  according  to  this  writer,  was  the  *  mistress  of 
idolatry'  to  other  nations.  Egypt  was  a  country  illustrious  among 
the  ancients  for  riches,  arts,  and  learning.  From  thence  Greece 
principally  derived  her  knowledge,  and  thither  her  most  renowned 
philosophers  and  wise  men  travelled  for  improvement.  And  yet 
Sir  John  Marsham,  who  is  not  partial  to  the  Hebrews,  justly  ob- 
serves, that  it  is  beyond  all  doubt,  that  the  Hebrews  entertained 
roost  just  and  reverent  sentiments  of  the  one  true  God  that  governs 
the  world,  whereas  the  opinions  of  the  Egyptians  in  that  respect 
were  very  wrong  :  *  Certfe  nulla  est  controversy,  quin  irBpl  fxovapxtag, 
de  unius  regimine,  sive  de  Deo  unico,  reverens  fuerit  et  rectissima 
HebrsBorum,  non  item  recta  iEgyptiorum  existimatio,*  Can.  Chron. 
Saecul.  9.  And  surely  this  was  no  sign  of  an  extmordinary  blind- 
ness and  ignorance  in  the  Hebrews  above  other  nations. 

Their  laws,  in  spite  of  this  author's  representation  of  them,  to  all 
candid  and  impartial  judges,  discover  an  admirable  wisdom,  piety, 
justice,  and  purity.  Their  historians  show  an  unparalleled  impar- 
tiality, and  seem  only  to  have  in  view  the  relating  plain  truth  with- 
out disguise,  and  observing  the  happy  effects  of  righteousness, 
piety,  and  virtue  upon  kings  and  people,  and  the  great  evils  and 
calamities  that  befel  them,  when  they  fell  into  idolatry  and  vice. 
Their  writers  of  religion  and  morality  are  admirable  and  unequalled 
for  the  noblest  conceptions  of  the  Supreme  Being,  of  his  glorious 
perfections  and  governing  providenc^e ;  for  exhibiting  precepts  of 
pure  morals,  and  maxims  of  the  truest  wisdom;  for  the  most  moving 
and  pathetical  exhortations  to  repentance,  and  to  the  practice  of 

Ciety  and  righteousness,  and  the  most  earnest  and  impartial  repre- 
ensions  of  vice  and  sin.  Their  heroes  and  great  men,  whose 
actions  are  not  blazoned  out  by  the  pens  of  flattering  historians, 
but  related  with  a  wonderful  brevity  and  simplicity,  were  equal  to 
the  most  renowned  heroes  and  great  men  of  any  other  nation,  for 
the  greatness  of  their  exploits,  their  wisdom  and  prudence,  their 
bravery  and  magnanimity,  their  love  to  their  country,  and  zeal  for 
its  liberties ;  but  beyonct  comparison  superior  to  them  all  for  their 
true  piety  and  profound  veneration  towards  God,  and  zeal  for  his 
pure  worship,  in  opposition  to  idolatry  and  superstition.  I  cannot 
conceive,  therefore,  with  what  justice  or  decency  those  gentlemen 
that  so  much  admire  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  can 
scarce  ever  speak  of  the  people  in  general,  or  of  their  great  men 
and  philosophers  in  particular  without  rapture,  should  on  all  occa- 
sions express  such  contempt  of  the  Jews,  as  the  most  stupid,  blind, 
despicable  race  of  men  that  ever  lived  upon  the  earth  :   when  their 
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greatest  fault  for  many  a^  was  their  falling  into  the  vices  and 
idolatries  of  the  neighbouring  nations,  and  imitating  their  corrupt 
customs  and  manners.  And  yet  we  have  reason  to  think^  that 
even  in  the  times  of  their  greatest  degeneracy,  and  their  most  cor- 
rupt state  under  the  Old  Testament,  there  were  incomparably  more 
truly  religious  men,  and  devout  adorers  of  the  Deity  among  them, 
than  in  any  other  nation  under  heaven.  We  find  that  even  in  the 
days  of  Ahab,  when  Israel  was  in  its  most  degenerate  state,  and 
the  public  idolatry  at  its  greatest  height  among  them,  there  were 
several  thousands  who,  by  the  testimony  of  God  himself,  persevered 
in  his  true  woi-ship  and  obedience,  free  from  idolatry;  and  no 
doubt  there  was  a  much  greater  number  at  that  time  in  Judah. 
And  I  believe  the  most  extensive  charity  can  scarce  suppose,  that 
there  was  such  a  number  of  true  worshippers  of  God  in  Greece  or 
Rome  in  their  best  times.  And  the  truth  is,  we  have  no  account 
of  any  such  ;  and  their  best  and  wisest  men  did  all  of  them  coun^ 
tenance  and  encourage  the  public  idolatry,  by  their  maxims,  and 
by  their  practice. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  great  difference  of  their  customs,  and 
of  their  religion  from  the  rest  of  mankind,  rendered  the  Jews  very 
unpopular,  yet  the  heathens  themselves  could  not  help  sometimes 
professing  their  esteem  and  admiration  for  them  and  for  their  laws, 
m  a  manner  that  showed  they  were  far  from  looking  upon  them  as 
such  a  stupid,  senseless,  contemptible  generation  of  men  as  this 
writer  represents  them.  The  judicious  Strabo  gives  a  handsome 
testimony  concerning  them  in  bis  sixteenth  book,  where  he  makes 
the  cause  of  Moses's  forsaking  Egypt  to  his  being  dissatisfied  with 
the  false  notion  and  worship  of  God  that  had  obtained  among  the 
Egyptians,  and  supposes  him  to  have  entertained  nobler  notions 
of  the  divinity  than  the  Egyptians,  or  Lybians,  or  Greeks.  That 
therefore  he  went  out  from  Egypt,  and  along  with  him  many  that 

*  honoured  the  Deity,  TroXXoi  ti/uwvt€c  rb  ^cTov.'  That  he  *  per- 
suaded many  eood  men,'  and  brought  them  into  the  country  where 
Jerusalem  is  built ;  and  that  there  his  successors  continued  for 
some  time  *  practising  justice  or  righteousness,'  and  being  '  truly  re- 
ligious, or  sincere  worshippers  of  God :  SiKaioirpayo{tvTeg  koI  dcocrcScTc 
<oc  aXri^Cjg  ovrtg.'  So  Justin,  out  of  Trogus  Pompeius  praises  the 
ancient  Jews  for  their  *  justice  joined  with  piety,  justitia  religione 
permixta,'  Just.  lib.  36.  Porphyry,  cited  by  Eusebius,  Praep.  Evang. 
lib.  ix.  c.  10  ;  after  having  observed  that  the  Barbarians  had  juster 
notions  of  religion  than  the  Greeks,  produces  an  oracle  from  Apollo, 
which  reckons  the  Hebrews  among  the  nations  that  found  out  and 
knew  the  way  to  happiness ;  and  another  in  which  it  is  pronounced 
that  the  '  Chaldeans  and  Hebrews  alone  obtained  wisdom,  purely 
worshipping  God  the  (eternal)  king.  And  in  another  oracle  there 
produced    the   Hebrews  are  called    *  apiZriXnTot,    illustrious,'   or 

*  worthy  to  be  emulated.'  I  do  not  mention  these  as  if  any  stress 
was  to  be  laid  upon  the  testimony  of  Apollo's  oracles,  but  only  to 
show  the  opinion  that  had  then  obtained  among  the  heathens  them* 
selves,  of  the  wisdom  and  religion  of  the  Hebrews :  for  if  their  fame 
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had  not  been  fkr  spread  on  this  account,  the  oracle  would  scarce 
have  described  them  under  that  character. 

There  is  one  part  of  our  author's  invectives  against  the  Jews 
which  I  cannot  pass  b^  without  a  particular  notice.  He  charges 
them,  among  other  things,  with  not  being  able  '  to  distinguish 
between  the  effective  and  permissive  will  of  God ;'  and  with  '  as- 
cribing every  thing  equally  to  God  as  ordering,  directing,  and  ap- 
proving the  greatest  moral  as  well  as  natural  evils,  though  brought 
about  oy  the  power  and  malice  of  tyrants  and  wicked  men.'  I 
might  observe  nere  that  the  Sadducees,  whom  he  elsewhere  repre- 
sents as  '  the  true  remains  of  the  ancient  Jews/  were  so  far  from 
being  of  this  sentiment,  that,  according  to  Josephus's  account  of 
them,  they  scarce  allowed  providence  any  thing  to  do  about  any 
human  actions,  and  nothing  at  all  about  evil  ones.  But  undoubt- 
edly this  writer  designs  this  as  a  reflection  upon  the  sacred  writings, 
whicli,  though  they  every  where  declare  God's  detestation  against 
sin  in  the  strongest  terms,  yet  represent  his  most  wise  and  just 
providence  as  directing  and  over-ruling  all  events  ;  and  teach  us  to 
regard  his  sovereign  hand  in  all  the  evils  and  calamities  that  befal 
us,  though  immediately  inflicted  by  the  agency  and  influence  of 
wicked  men  and  tyrants;  of  whose  wickedness  and  injustice  he  is 
not  the  author  or  cause,  but  most  wisely  over-rules  it  for  carrying 
on  the  important  designs  of  his  government  And  must  not  every 
one  that  hath  just  notions  of  ptx>vidence,  or  of  God's  presiding  over 
human  affairs,  acknowledge  the  same  thing  ?  Even  this  author, 
who,  from  a  desire  of  bespattering  the  Scriptures,  would  fain  cavil 
at  this  doctrine,  yet  frequently  expresseth  himself  in  a  manner  that 
cannot  be  vindicated  on  any  other  principles.  Thus  he  tells  us, 
p.  244,  that  the  *  Egyptian  priests,  by  an  incidency  of  providence, 
gained  an  independency  both  of  the  crown  and  people.'  And  after 
having  censured  the  Jews  for  ascribing  those  things  to  the  pro- 
vidence of  God  which  were  '  brought  about  by  wicked  men,'  he 
himself,  in  the  very  next  sentence,  ascribes  what,  according  to 
his  account  of  it,  was  a  very  ill  thing  to  an  extraordinary  interpo- 
fiition  of  divine  providence.  For  he  tells  us,  p.  267,  that  the  *  Is- 
raelites were  delivered  from  Egypt  by  an  extraordinary  providence, 
and  brought  off  with  all  their  plunder,  after  having  been  the  plagues 
of  the  country  for  above  two  hundred  years.'  And  again,  p.  260, 
he  represents  God  as  having  ^  in  the  course  of  his  providence  given 
the  kingdom  to  David,'  though,  according  to  the  representation  he 
makes  of  that  matter,  p.  299,  he  came  to  it  by  a  series  of  '  false- 
hoods, perjuries,  treason,  and  rebellion.' 

Here  it  may  not  be  improper  to  observe  the  absurdity  of  this 
writer  when  undertaking  to  give  an  account  of  the  '  false  prin- 
ciples and  mross  errors  which  occasioned  the  wickedness  and  ob- 
stinacy of  the  Jews,'  and  in  which  principles  and  errors  he  saith 
the  Egyptian  priests  and  sorcerers  had  confirmed  them,'  p.  255,  et 
seq. :  ne  makes  the  second  of  those  principles  and  errors  to  be  this : 
that  after  having  been  delivered  from  Egypt  by  an  *  extraordinary 
providence/  they  from  ^ence  took  *  it  in  their  heads  that  they  were 
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the  peculiar  favourites  of  heaven  by  an  absolute  irreversible  decree; 
that  they  should  from  thenceforth  succeed  in  all  their  enterprises, 
and  make  themselves  masters  of  the  whole  world/  See.  And  the 
third  principle  or  error  he  makes  to  be  their  *  gross  mistake  of  the 
nature  and  design  of  the  Abrahamic  covenant,  which  they  took  in 
an  absolute  sense;  though  it  was  onlv  conditional.  Every  one 
sees  how  absurd  it  is  to  suppose  that  tliese  were  among  the  prin* 
ciples  in  '  which  the  Egyptian  priests  and  sorcerers'  had  confirmed 
the  Israelites.  And  yet  this  is  what  he  affirms  concerning  all  these 
principles  and  errors  m  general. 

Not  to  follow  him  farther  in  his  spiteful  reflections  upon  the 
Jews,  I  shall  only  observe  that  in  his  great  desire  to  expose  them, 
he  seems  willing  to  allow  for  a  while  the  miracles  of  Moses  to  have 
been  true  and  real  facts,  though  at  other  times  he  represents  them 
all  as  mere  fiction  and  romance.  He  observes  that  *  within  three 
months  after  their  most  wonderful  deliverance  from  Egypt,  they 
fell  into  the  Egyptian  idolatry.  And  notwithstanding  all  the 
miracles  they  had  seen  there,  and  their  miraculous  passage  through 
the  Red  Sea,  they  made  a  calf,  &c. :  and  after  all  the  miracles  of 
Egypt,  and  the  awful  manner  of  giving  the  law,  &c,  they  were 
just  upon  the  point  of  making  themselves  a  captain  to  return 
thither/  pp.  268, 269.  Thus  he  can  own  these  things  to  be  real  facta, 
or  make  them  all  fiction  and  fiourish,  just  as  it  suits  his  present  con- 
venience. And  whereas  he  tells  us,  that  *  before  they  were  brought 
out  of  Egypt  they  had  been  the  most  grievous  and  insupportaole 
plagues  of  an  inslaved  and  ruined  country,  i.e.  of  Egypt,  /or  above 
two  hundred  years,'  p.  267.  And  again,  p.  265,  that  *  I^pt  was  a 
countiy,  which,  by  divine  permission,  in  the  course  of  his  providence, 
they,  i.e.  the  Israelites  had  enslaved  and  ruined  :'  this  plainly  lets 
us  see  how  little  justice  we  are  to  expect  from  this  writer ;  since 
the  very  contrary  is  true,  that  the  Israelites  had  for  a  succession  of 
years  in  Egypt  before  their  miraculous  deliverance,  undergone  a 
series  of  cruelty  and  oppression,  scarce  to  be  paralleled  in  history. 
Hence  they  are  often  afterwards  put  in  mind  that  they  had  been 
bondmen  in  the  land  of  Egypt  And  it  is  called  a  *  furnace  of 
iron,'  and  the  *  house  of  bondage.'  But  our  pretended  moral  phi- 
losopher, who  would  be  thought  such  a  friend  and  advocate  for 
liberty,  can  stand  up  for  tyranny  and  oppression,  when  it  is  upon 
the  Jews  that  they  are  exercised. 

I  shall  conclude  my  remarks  on  this  writer's  invectives  against 
the  Jews,  with  observing  that  it  were  greatly  to  be  wished  that 
those  that  are  most  forward  to  reproach  that  unhappy  people,  would 
be  careful  not  to  imitate  them  in  some  of  the  worst  parts  of  their 
conduct  and  character :  such  as  their  sinning  against  great  advan- 
tages put  into  their  hands  for  knowing  and  practising  their  duty; 
the  general  corruption  of  manners  they  fell  into  in  the  last  times  of 
their  state ;  their  rejecting  the  many  calls  and  warnings  that  were 
given  them  from  time  to  time ;  and  lastly,  which  completed  their 
guilt,  their  obstinate  unbelief  in  rejecting  the  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
and  the  revelation  he  brought  to  them,  though  attended  with  the 
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most  convincing  and  illustrious  attestations.  These  things  at 
length  brought  a  terrible  destruction  upon  them.  And  it  becomes 
us  *  not  to  be  high-minded  but  fear/  as  the  apostle  Paul  advises  on 
this  occasion.  A  conduct  like  theirs^  when  once  it  becomes  general 
among  any  people,  is  the  surest  way  to  expose  them  to  God's  heavy 
displeasure,  and  to  the  most  grievous  calamities.  I  cannot  but 
think  the  natural  tendency  of  the  attempts  made  by  this  writer, 
and  others  of  his  spirit,  is  to  bring  us  into  this  conclition ;  but  I 
hope  God  will,  in  his  infinite  mercy,  make  their  endeavours  as 
vain  and  ineffectual,  as  they  are  wicked  and  unreasonable. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


A  transition  to  the  author's  objectioDS  against  other  parts  of  the  Old  Testament.  Con- 
cerning the  two  different  turns  or  distinct  popular  appearances  which  he  pretends  the 
Spirit  of  Prophecy  took  in  Israel.  And  first  concerning  the  Urim  and  Thummim.  His 
account  of  the  original  and  design  of  that  oracle  considered.  The  attempt  he  makes 
to  destroy  the  credit  of  it,  because  of  the  part  it  had  in  the  war  against  the  Benjamites 
for  the  injury  done  to  the  Levite  and  his  concubine  at  Gibeah,  That  whole  trans- 
action panicularly  considered.  His  account  of  the  ceasing  of  that  oracle,  and  the 
reasons  he  assigns  for  it  examined.  The  order  of  prophets,  by  his  own  confession  a 
wise  and  excellent  institution.  The  strange  inconsistent  representation  he  gives  of 
their  character  and  conduct.  The  way  he  takes  to  account  for  their  foretelling  future 
events,  shown  to  be  insufficient.  Their  predictions  not  merely  general  and  ambiguous, 
but  clear,  express,  and  circumstantial.  The  difference  between  the  false  prophets 
and  the  true,  considered.  No  argument  to  be  drawn  from  the  former  to  the  disad- 
vantage of  the  latter. 

Having  considered  this  writer's  objections  c^ainst  the  law  of 
Moses,  our  way  is  clear  to  proceed  to  what  he  hath  advanced  in 
his  book  against  other  parts  of  the  Old  Testament.  He  sets  him- 
self with  all  his  might  to  ridicule  and  expose  the  spirit  of  prophecy 
under  that  dispensation.  He  undertakes  to  prove,  pp.  265,  267, 
that  *  the  propnets  were  not  infallible,  and  that  they  never  believed 
themselves  to  be  so,  but  were  under  a  necessity  to  talk  as  they 
did,'  that  is,  as  he  had  expressed  it  just  before,  *  to  talk  in  the 
miraculous  supernatural  way,  and  make  themselves  the  infallible 
oracles  of  God  to  the  people  :'  though  they  knew  well  enough,  that 
they  were  not  immediately  inspired  by  God,  and  that  he  had  not 
sent  them  at  all.  And  he  thinks,  or  pretends  to  think,  they  were 
not  blameable  for  this.  It  was  only  the  effect  of  human  prudence. 
They  might  *  falsify  and  deceive  without  injury,  and  secure  their 
own  private  interest  for  the  public  good.'    And  he  intimates  that 
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*  a  wise  and  good  man'  may  do  so,  and  that  *  till  a  man  knows 
the  secret  of  doing  this,  he  knows  nothing  of  human  nature,  or 
human  life/  pp.  266,  267.  Thus  1  find  it  is  a  maxim  with  our 
moral  philosopher,  si  populus  vult  decipiy  decipiatur;  and  that  upon 
occasion,  he  could  himself  act  the  prophet,  and  pretend  immediate 
inspiration  and  revelations  from  God,  if  he  thought  it  would  answer 
his  end  with  the  people.  But  the  ancient  prophets  were  of  a  very- 
different  spirit,  and  governed  themselves  by  quite  different  maxims 
and  principles. 

But  let  us  see  what  proof  he  brings  to  show  that  they  were  neither 
extraordinarily  inspirea  by  God,  nor  believed  themselves  to  be  so. 
And  first  he  begins  with  observing,  that  *  the  spirit  of  prophecy  in 
Israel,  or  the  spirit  of  infallibly  declaring  the  mind  and  will  of  dod, 
took  two  different  turns  or  distinct  popular  appearances.'  From 
the  days  of  Moses  to  Samuel,  the  oracle  of  Urim  and  Thummim 
was  established  as  the  last  resort  in  judgment,  and  then  it  fell  into 
disgrace,  and  Samuel  instituted  the  order  of  prophets. 

And  first  he  begs  leave  to  give  a  *  brief  history  of  the  first  and 
grand  device,'  as  he  calls  it,  '  the  oracle  of  Urim  and  Thummim,' 
p.  267,  8cc.  He  insinuates,  that  the  original  of  it  is  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  people's  having  been  *  much  amused  and  surprised  with  the 
infallible  declarations  and  decisions  of  Jupiter  Hammon  ;  and  then 
after  running  out  for  three  or  four  pages  together  into  his  common 
place  of  invectives  against  the  Jews,  he  observes,  p.  272,  that  •  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  ends  of  government,  tnat  in  every  so- 
ciety there  shall  be  some  dernier  resort,  or  ultimate  appeal  in  judg- 
ment. And  this  last  and  ultimate  appeal  in  Israel,  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  Moses,  was  to  the  oracle  of  Urim  and  Thumtoin.  And 
this  last  decision  was  made  by  the  high-priest  as  by  a  living  oracle, 
who  gave  his  answer,  viva  voccj  while  he  sat  with  the  Urim  and 
Thummin  in  judgment.  And  while  he  wore  this  sitting  in  judg- 
ment, it  was  presumed  that  he  was  both  infallible  and  impeccable, 
or  that  his  voice  and  decision  was  the  undoubted  organized  voice 
of  God.  But  the  voice  of  this  oracle  was  soon  found  to  be  the 
voice  of  the  priest,'  p.  268.  And  then  he  proceeds  to  what  he 
calls  a  *  remarkable  proof  that  this  oracle  was  neither  infallible  nor 
impeccable,*  p.  273. 

As  to  his  insinuation  about  the  oracle  of  Jupiter  Hammon,  he 
shows  his  inclination  to  draw  a  parallel  between  the  pagan  oracles 
and  the  spirit  of  prophecy  under  the  Old  Testament  dispensation  ; 
but  he  offers  no  proof  lor  it,  and  we  shall  hardlv  think  his  own 
word  a  sufficient  authority.  And  what  he  there  observes  concern- 
ing the  *  doubtfulness  and  ambiguity  of  the  oracular  declarations, 
which  always  gave  them  room  enough  for  an  evasion ;  and  that 
the  oracle  was  never  particular  enough  to  be  tied  down  to  time  and 
circumstance,'  p.  268,  is  no  way  applicable  to  the  many  particular 
express  and  circumstantial  predictions  under  the  Old  Testament. 
Particularly  with  i-esard  to  the  oracle  of  Urim  and  Thummin  ;  it  is 
a  just  observation  of  the  learned  Dr.  Prideaux,  that  '  the  name  of 
Urim  and  Thummin,  that  is,  light  and  perfection  (though^his      t 
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author  shows  his  skill  in  the  original  by  rendering  it  truth  and* 
righteousness^  were  given  only  to  denote  the  clearness  and  perfec- 
tion which  these  oracular  answers  always  carried  with  them  ;  for 
these  answers  were  not  Uke  the  heathen  oracles^  enigmatical  and 
ambiguous ;  but  always  clear  and  manifest ;  not  such  as  did  ever 
fall  short  of  perfection,  either  of  fulness  in  the  answer,  or  certainty 
in  the  truth  of  it/  See  Prid.  Connect  part  I.  book  3.  And  it  is 
certain  that  the  answers  of  this  oracle  recorded  in  Scripture  are 
clear,  explicit,  and  direct  to  the  questions  propounded  to  it. 

When  our  author  represents  the  oracle  of  Urim  and  Thummim, 
as  appointed  to  be  *  the  last  resort  in  judgment/  to  which,  by 
Moses's  establishment,  the  '  ultimate  appeal  in  Israel  was  to  be 
made ;  and  describes  the  high  priest  as  sitting  with  the  Urim  and 
Thummin  in  judgment,'  and  making  '  the  last  decision;'  as  if  in 
judicial  causes  the  last  resort  or  appeal  lay  to  this  oracle ;  this  is  a 
gross  misrepresentation,  either  through  ignorance  or  design.  The 
Urim  and  Thummin  was  not  established  for  deciding  causes  in 
judgment,  which  were  decided  in  another  method  ;  but  for  asking 
counsel  of  God,  and  that  not  in  private  affairs,  but  in  affairs  re- 
lating to  the  public,  to  the  king,  or  some  chief  governor,  or  the 
whole  people  of  Israel.  Thus  Moses  saith  concernmg  Joshua  (and 
the  Jews  very  justly  interpret  it  as  extending  to  the  succeeding 
governors)  that  '  he  shall  stand  before  Eleazar  the  priest,  who  shaU 
ask  counsel  for  him,  after  the  judgment  of  Urim  before  the  Lord  : 
at  his  word  shall  they  go  out,  and  at  his  word  shall  they  come  in, 
both  he  and  all  the  children  of  Israel  with  him,  even  all  the  con- 
gregation,' Numb,  xxxvii.  21.  Where  by  their  *  going  out,'  and 
*  coming  in,'  the  Jews  understand  particularly,  the  making  war  ac- 
cording to  the  import  of  that  phrase  in  the  Scripture  language. 
And  this  was  well  suited  to  the  nature  of  their  government  as  a 
theocracy.  As  God  had  condescended  to  enter  into  a  special  re- 
lation to  them,  as  in  a  peculiar  sense  their  king  and  governor,  so 
he  not  only  from  time  to  time  raised  up  extraordinary  persons  to  j  udge 
and  govern  them,  the  appointing  of  which  he  reserved  to  himself  out 
of  what  tribe  he  pleased  ;  but  by  the  oracle  of  Urim  and  Thummim, 
he  directed  how  they  were  to  proceed  in  their  most  important  public 
affairs.  This  was  an  act  of  great  goodness  and  condescension  in 
God,  and  an  inestimable  privilege  to  the  Israelites,  the  advantage 
of  which  they  would  have  enjoyed  if  they  had  persisted  in  their 
obedience,  and  kept  the  covenant*  They  would,  in  that  case, 
never  have  wanted  his  gracious  direction  as  far  as  was  necessary 
to  their  security  and  support.  Thus  it  pleased  God  to  indulge 
that  advantage  to  his  chosen  people  in  reality,  to  which  the  heathens 
vainly  pretended  by  their  oracles.    As  to  the  pai'ticular  manner  in 

*  It  did  not  depend  on  the  high-priest  to  gire  answers  br  the  Urim  and  Thummim 
whenever  he  pleased ;  it  depend^  wholly  on  uie  will  of  God,  who  might,  in  token  of 
his  just  displeasure  against  them  for  their  sins,  see  fit  to  withhold  his  direction  bj  this 
oracle,  either  from  the  chief  rulers  or  the  people,  though  they  applied  to  him  for  that 
purpose.  An  ioitance  of  which  we  have  in  Saul,  who  could  obtain  no  answer  from  God 
bj  Urim,  though  he  earnestly  desired  it. 
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which  this  oracle  was  delivered,  I  shipill  not  enter  into  a  disquisition, 
which  hath  sufficiently  employed  the  learned :  the  reader  may  see 
a  short  and  judicious  account  of  it  in  Dr.  Prideaux  in  the  place 
above  cited. 

But  however  that  be,  this  writer  pronounces,  *  that  it  is  certain, 
this  oracle  was  neither  infallible  nor  impeccable :'  of  which  he  tells 
ns  a  ^remarkable  proof  happened  under  the  high  priesthood  of 
Phineas,  the  granason  of  Aaron.'  And  then  he  goes  on  to  tell 
the  story  after  his  own  way  concerning  the  injury  done  to  the  Le- 
vite  and  his  concubine  at  Gibeah ;  upon  which  '  the  whole  tribe 
of  Benjamin,  by  the  decision  of  the  oracle,  was  doomed  to  destruc- 
tion :'  and  *  that  this  was  done  without  the  least  truth,  natural 
honour,  or  common  justice,  is  evident  from  the  story  itself.'  And 
after  having  represented  the  fact  in  such  a  manner  as  he  thought 
would  best  answer  his  design,  he  observes,  that  *  nothing  was  done 
in  this  whole  affair  but  under  the  counsel  and  direction  of  Phineas, 
the  high  priest,  who  was  then  the  living  oracle  of  God  in  Israel.' 
And  that  this  makes  it  *  evident  that  the  oracle  was  neither  infal- 
lible nor  impeccable :  so  far  from  it,  that  he  encouraged  and 
prompted  the  people  to  the  most  bloody  and  cruel  outrage,  that  had 
ever  been  known  or  heard  of:  and  an  injury  done  to  a  single  Le- 
vite  was  thought  fit  to  be  revenged  by  cutting  off  a  whole  tribe, 
root  and  branch,  without  any  regard  to  natural  justice,  or  the  least 
bowels  of  mercjr  and  compassion*  And  that  from  this  time  the 
oracle  fell  into  disgrace,  and  we  hear  no  more  of  it  for  above  three 
hundred  years,'  see  pp.  273 — 281.  This  story  serves  the  author  for 
more  purposes  than  one.  As  he  produces  it  here  to  destroy  the 
credit  of  the  oracle  of  Urim  and  Thummim  ;  so  he  had  mentioned 
it  before,  pp.  140,  141,  as  containing  a  plain  proof  that  ^  Levi  was 
a  tribe  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  law,  and  protected 
against  it :  and  that  there  was  no  law  for  priests  and  Levites  at 
that  time.'  Where  also  he  represents  that  *  whole  transaction  as  a 
scene  of  wickedness,  injustice,  and  priestcraft.' 

I  shall  particularly  examine  the  author's  account  of  this  matter, 
by  which  it  will  appear  how  little  he  is  to  be  trusted  in  his  accounts 
01  things,  who  can  allow  himself  such  a  scope  in  misrepresentation 
in  a  story  so  well  known.  He  discovers  from  first  to  last  not  a  dis- 
position to  find  out  the  truth,  or  represent  the  fact  fairly  as  it  was, 
out  a  most  violent  inclination,  first,  to  make  it  look' as  black  as  pos- 
possible,  and  then  to  lay  the  whole  blame  of  it  upon  the  oracle.  And 
where  he  does  not  find  the  story  for  his  purpose,  to  make  it  so. 

The  poor  injured  Levite  has  incurred  his  displeasure;  for  what 
reason  I  know  not,  except  because  he  was  a  Levite.  He  calls  him 
once  and  again  the  *  drunken  Levite,'  p.  141,  and  p.  280,  though 
there  is  not  word  of  his  drunkenness  in  the  whole  story.  He  insi- 
nuates indeed,  that  the  Levite  got  drunk  at  his  father-in-law's, 
particularly  the  day  he  came  away.  His  father-in-law  desired  him 
to  stay  and  '  comfort  his  heart :'  but  it  happens  that  the  text  only 
tells  that  they  ^  tarried  till  noon,  and  did  eat  both  of  them,'  Judg. 
xix.  8.    If  it  had  been  said,  they  drank  both  of  them,  it  might      t 
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have  passed  with  this  author  for  a  strong  proofs  thon^h  I  believe 
it  will  be  allowed  that  people  may  drink  together  without  being 
drunk.  He  observes  also  that  we  are  told^  that  the  Levite  and  the 
old  Ephraimite  that  entertained  him  at  his  house,  *  cheered  their 
hearts,  and  made  merry  together/  as  if  he  thought  it  impossible 
for  persons  to  cheer  their  hearts,  and  to  refresh  and  entertain  them- 
selves and  their  friends  without  being  drunk.  But  these  things  are 
easily  distinguishable  in  themselves,  whatever  they  are  to  this  au- 
thor. Another  proof  of  his  good  will  to  the  Levite,  is  his  calling 
his  concubine  *  his  whore ;'  though  every  body  that  is  at  all  versed 
in  these  matters,  knows  that  a  concubine  was  a  real  wife,  but 
without  a  dowry.  And  in  the  present  case,  the  Levite  is  several 
times  called  her  husband,  and  her  father  is  called  his  father-in- 
law  :  and  this  the  author  very  well  knew,  for  in  relating  the  story 
he  calls  them  so  himself.  And  yet  he  has  it  over  and  over  again, 
*  a  certain  Levite  with  his  eloped  concubine  or  whore ;  the  Levite*s 
concubine  or  rather  whore ;  a  drunken  Levite  and  his  whore,'  pp. 
273,276,278,280. 

As  to  the  Levite *s  wife  or  concubine,  he  saith,  p.  275,  that  it  *  is 
plain  from  the  story  itself,  that  before  her  elopement  she  had  been 
a  common  whore.'  It  appears  indeed  from  the  story  according  to 
our  translation,  Judg.  xix.  2,  that  she  had  proved  unfaithful  to  his 
bed,  but  nothing  is  said  to  fix  upon  her  the  character  of  a  ^  common 
whore.*  This  is  supplied  by  tne  author's  own  imagination.  But 
the  word  which  our  translators  render  *  she  played  the  whore  against 
him,'  is  in  the  Septuagint  rendered,  iiroptidri  aw*  avTov,  *  she  went 
away  from  him,  or  forsook  him ;  and  some  copies  have  it,  wpyldn 
aifTff,  she  was  angiy  at  him.  And  Grotius  observes  that  the  Hebrew 
word  there  made  use  of,  which  properly  signifies  to  play  the  whore, 
may  also  be  used  to  signify  an  alienation  of  mind  or  affection.  Jona- 
than cited  by  Vatablus  has  it,  cum  sprevisset  eum  ;  and  to  the  same 
purpose  Kimchi  cited  by  Lud.  De  Dieu,  despexit  eum ;  she  de- 
spised him.  And  some  judicious  commentators  conclude  from  the 
readiness  he  showed  to  be  reconciled,  and  his  *  speaking  soft  com- 
fortable words  to  her,'  or  as  the  Hebrew  phrase  is,  'speakin?  to 
her  heart,'  ver,  3,  that  she  was  not  guilty  of  adultery.  For  then 
it  is  probable  he  would  not  have  so  solicitously  sought  for  a  recon- 
ciliation, nor  would  it  have  been  lawful  for  him  to  do  so.  And 
indeed,  her  going  to  her  father's  house  (for  it  does  not  appear  that 
she  was  turned  out,  but  that  she  went  away  of  herself)  and  con- 
tinuing there  four  months,  looks  more  like  a  family  quarrel  upon 
some  other  account,  than  like  the  act  of  a  common  whore,  who  in 
all  probability  would  have  shunned  her  father's  house  as  well  as 
her  nusband's;  and  could  not  well  have  expected  a  refuge  or  enter- 
tainment there.  Another  attempt  our  author  makes  to  disguise  the 
story  is,  that  he  would  fain  insinuate,  that  the  Levite  and  his  con- 
cubine had  raised  the  mob  of  Gibeah  against  them  by  their  ill  and 
lewd  behaviour.  *  How  this  drunken  Levite  and  his  whore  be- 
haved themselves,  with  what  decency  and  civility  on  their  coming 
iiito  the  city,  is  not  said  :  but  this  is  plain,  that  they^had  raised  a 
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-mob  about  them,  which  had  like  to  have  done  more  mischief/ 
p.  280.  And  he  had  said  the  same  thing  before^  p.  276,  and  a^in, 
p.  281,  that  Hhe  historian  knew  very  well  that  this  affair  would  not 
Dear  a  particular  relation,  as  to  the  occasion  and  circumstances 
which  made  such  an  uproar  in  Gibeah ;  though  from  what  he  hath 
said,  one  may  easily  euess  at  the  true  grounds  of  this  popular  out- 
rage/ What  the  author  has  particularly  in  view  in  tnese  insinu- 
ations I  will  not  pretend  to  guess,  but  one  thing  is  plain,  that  he 
has  a  strong  inclination  to  lay  the  blame  rather  on  ttie  Levite  that 
suffered  the  injury,  than  on  those  that  inflicted  it.  Of  any  ill  be- 
haviour of  the  Levite  upon  his  coming  into  Gibeah,  there  is  not 
the  least  hint  in  the  whole  story.  The  eood  old  Ephrairoite  return- 
ing from  the  field  at  even  found  the  Levite  and  his  concubine  in 
the  street  alone,  no  mob  about  them,^  and  nobody  taking  notice  of 
them,  and  therefore  in  compassion  took  these  strangers  to  his  own 
house,  being  not  willing  that  they  should  continue  m  the  street  all 
night,  as  knowing  no  doubt  the  wickedness  of  the  place.  Our 
author  next  is  pleased  to  observe  that  a  *  violent  outraging  mob  in 
the  middle  of  the  night  beset  the  house/  &c.  He  will  have  it  to 
be  done  *  in  the  middle  of  the  ni^ht,  with  an  intent,  I  suppose  to 
insinuate,  that  the  Levite  and  his  host,  who  were  then  refreshing 
themselves,  sat  up  drinking  and  carousing  till  midnight :  but  of 
this  there  is  not  one  word  in  the  story.  It  may  rather  be  con- 
cluded from  it,  that  this  happened  not  long  after  the  Levite  had 
got  into  the  old  man^s  house,  which  was  in  the  evening.  When 
they  had  *  given  provender  to  their  asses,*  and  had  *  washed  their 
feet,'  and  were  *  eating,  and  drinking  and  cheering  their  hearts,  be- 
hold the  men  of  the  city,  certain  sons  of  Belial,  beset  the  house 
round  about,  and  beat  at  the  door,  and  spake  to  the  master  of  the 
house,  the  old  man,  saying,  Bring  forth  the  man  that  came  into 
thine  house,  that  we  may  Imow  him,'  Judg.  xix.  21,  22.  The  very 
same  words  that  the  men  of  Sodom  used  to  signify  their  detestable 
design  to  abuse  the  angels  whom  they  took  to  be  men»  Gen.  xix. 
5.  Here  it  is  plain  mat  they -did  not  want  to  have  the  Levite 
brought  out  to  tnem  for  any  rudeness  or  uncivil  behaviour  he  had 
been  guilty  of,  but  to  gratify  their  horrid  and  unnatural  lusts. 
And  indeed,  Gibeah  seems  to  have  been  then  like  Sodom,  both  in 
inhospitableness  and  unnatural  impurities.  It  was  with  difficulty 
the  Levite  himself  escaped,  and  probably  upon  his  withstanding 
them  it  was  that  they  threatened  to  kill  him,  as  he  informs  the  Is- 
raelites, Judg.  XX.  6.  But  he  was  forced  to  give  up  his  concubine 
to  their  lusts,  whom  by  this  author's  own  acknowledgment  ^  they 
forced  and  ravished  to  death.^  But  instead  of  showing  a  just  de- 
testation of  so  execrable  a  crime,  he  expresses  himself  on  this  occa- 
sion in  a  manner  that  cannot  but  be  shocking  to  a  chaste  ear,  and 
which  T  shall  not  repeat. 

There  was  then  no  judge  or  supreme  magistrate  in  Israel  to 
whom  the  Levite  might  apply  for  redress,  and  for  the  punishment 
of  so  enormous  an  outrage.  And  therefore  he  took  an  extraordi- 
nary method  to  raise  an  indignation  in  the  people,  and  engage     t 
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them  to  do  him  justice.     He  divided  the  dead  body  of  his  concur 
bine  into  twelve  parts^  and  sent  them  to  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel, 
and  consequently  to  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  among  the  rest ;  which 
he  concluded  would  make  a  deeper  impression  upon  them,  than  the 
bare  relation  of  the  story  would  have  done.    The  resentment  the 
people  generally  showed  of  so  horrid  a  wickedness,  and  their  beha- 
viour on  this  occasion,  seems  to  me  to  furnish  a  plain  proof  that 
there  was  still  among  them  a  great  deal  of  national  virtue.    We 
are  told,  that  all  that  saw  it  said,  '  there  was  no  such  deed  done 
nor  seen  from  the  days  that  the  children  of  Israel  came  up  out  of 
the  land  of  E^pt  unto  this  day :  consider  of  it,  take  advice,  and 
speak  your  mmds.'    Their  being  so  strangely  shocked  at  the  enor- 
mousness  of  the  crime,  and  declaring  that  no  such  thing  had  been 
heard  of  among  them  before,  showed  that  they  had  been  hitherto 
generally  strangers  to  such  horrid  acts  of  wickedness,  violence,  and 
impurity ;  for  which  the  Canaanites  that  had  lived  in  the  country 
before  them  had  been  particularly  remarkable.     It  may  be  gathered 
from  the  account  that  is  given  us,  that  they  first  considered  it  in 
their  several  tribes,  the  chief  men  of  each  tribe  among  themselves, 
and'then  there  was  a  general  assembly  of  all  the  people  at  Mizpeh. 
How  long  it  was  after  the  fact  before  this  assembly  was  held,  we 
are  not  told,  or  how;  and  by  what  methods  it  was  convened  ;  but 
undoubtedly  by  a  common  concert  among  the  several  tribes  it  was 
agreed  that  the  whole  body  of  the  people  should  meet  on  this  oc* 
casion.     And  then  it  was  that  a  solemn  curse  was  denounced,  de- 
voting those  to  death  bv  a  general  consent  that  should  not  come. 
For  though  each  tribe  had  a  government  in  itself,  yet  all  the  tribes 
made  up  one  body,  and  they  were  all  subject  to  the  authority  of 
the  whole,  or  general  assemblv  of  the  nation.     When  they  were  all 
met  together,  they  were  far  from  acting  with  such  precipitation  as 
this  writer  represents  it.     They  proceeded  in  the  |most  orderly  me- 
thod.   They  first  inquired  into  the  fact  itself.     *  Tell  us,'  say  they, 
*  how  was  this  wickedness  ?'    The  word  in  the  original  ^131  tell  ye 

us,  shows  that  they  directed  their  speech  to  more  than  one.  Pro- 
bably the  Levite  and  his  servant  whom  he  had  with  him  at 
Gibeah,  and  the  old  Ephraimite  ^that  entertained  him  were  present 
at  the  assembly.  And  though  the  Levite  only  is  mentioned  as  re- 
lating the  fact,  which  no  doubt  he  did  at  large  in  all  its  circum- 
stances, they  were  there  to  confirm  and  attest  the  truth  of  it.  This 
writer  indeed  takes  upon  him  to  aflEirm,  that  the  *  Levite's  account 
was  taken  without  any  farther  inquiry.  What  farther  inquiry 
could  be  made  ?  The  tribe  of  Benjamin  had  notice  given  them  of 
the  fact  in  the  same  way  that  all  the  other  tribes  knew  it,  and  were 
summoned  to  come  as  well  as  the  other  tribes,  to  the  general  as- 
sembly of  the  nation.  If  the  story  had  been  false,  why  did  they 
not  appear  to  confront  it,  and  to  justify  themselves,  or  excuse  their 
countrymen  ?  For  we  are  expressly  told,  that  *  the  children  of 
Benjamin  heard,  that  the  chilaren  of  Israel  were  gone  up  to  Miz- 
peh,' chap.  XX.  3.  They  knew  it  and  yet  would  not  oome ;  which 
showed  little  love  to  justice,  or  disposition  to  peace,  and  was  a  high 
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tontempt  oF  the  national  authority,  and  a  breaking  off  from  that 
body  of  which  they  were  a  part«     But  the  assembly  though  they 
had  great  reason  to  be  offended  at  such  a  conduct,  did  not  as  this 
author  represents  it,  *  immediately  resolve  upon  the  destruction  of 
the  whole  tribe.*    After  they  had   a  full  information  of  the  fact 
which  they  carefully  inquired  into,  all  the  resolution  they  took  upon 
it  was  to  punish  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeah,  i.  e.  the  immediate  au- 
thors of  this  execrable  wickedness,  'according  to  the  folly  of  wick- 
edness they  had  wrought  in  Israel,'  ver.  9,  10,   11.     And  then 
a^in,  after  this,  we  are  told,  '  that  the  tribes  of  Israel,  (i.  e.  the 
whole  assembly  of  the  nation  which  were  then  gathered  and  knit 
together  as  one  man,  as  it  is  there  expressed)  sent  men  through  all 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  saying,  What  wickedness  is  this  that  is  done 
among  you  ?  now  therefore  deliver  us  the  men,  the  children  of  Be- 
lial which  are  in  Gibeah,  that  we  may  put  them  to  death,  and  put 
away  evil  from  Israel,'  ver.  12,  13.     AH  that  they  desired  was, 
that  they  would  give  up  those  persons  to  justice  that  had  perpe- 
trated this  horrid  wickedness.     And  could  any  message  be  more 
reasonable,  or  more  conformable  to  the  rules  of  justice  and  equity 
than  this  ?     With  this  message  '  they  sent  men,'  and  no  doubt 
persons  of  note,  through  all  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  to  all  their 
cities,  and  to  the  chief  heads  of  families  amongst  them,  as  some 
very  justly  understand  it,  who  were  to  expostulate  with  them,  and 
use  their  utmost  persuasions  to  engage  them  to  comply  with  so 
reasonable  a  demand.     But  what  reception  they  met  with  appears 
from  ver.  13.    'But  the  children  of  Benjamin  would  not  hearken 
to  the  voice  of  their  brethren  the  children  of  Israel.'    This  writer 
indeed  is  pleased  to  tell  us,  what  the  Benjamites  said  to  justi^  or 
excuse  themselves,  of  which  there  is  not  one  word  in  the  whole 
story.    *  They  refused  to  deliver  up  any  of  their  citizens,  as  nothing 
could  be  charged  upon  any  particular  persons.*  p.  277.     And  again, 
p.  280.     '  When  the  whole  mob  of  a  town  was  up  in  the  middle  of 
the  night'  (though  as  I  have  already  shown  it  is  probable  they  first 
beset  the  house,   and  began  the  outrage  in  the  evening)  it  must 
have  been  impossible  to  have  charged  any  mischief  done  upon  par- 
ticular persons,  or  that  the  magistrates  of  Gibeah  should  give  up 
the  rioters  demanded  by  the  other  tribes,  and  by  the  high  priest :' 
though  of  the  high  priest's  demanding  them  there  is  not  the  least 
account.     But  why  tnen  did  not  the  Benjamites  come  as  well  as 
the  rest  of  the  tribes  to  the  general  assembly  of  the  nation  to  re- 
present this,  who  they  knew  where  met  together  to  incjuire  into  it? 
Why  did  not  they  show  a  disposition  to  give  them  up  if  they  could 
be  found,  and  to  use  their  best  diligence  to  find  them  out  and  pu- 
nish them  ?     This  no  doubt,  would  have  satisfied  their  brethren, 
who  sufficiently  showed  how  willing  they  were  to  accept  satisfac- 
tion in  a  fair  way,  and  how  loth  to  break  with  them.     But  the 
tnith  is,  there  is  reason  to  think  they  knew  well  enough  who  the 
guilty  persons  were  :  in  such  a  town  as  Gibeah,  that  was  not  very 
hirge^  It  was  no  hard  matter  to  discover  who  were  the  principal 
persons  concerned  in  this  outrage,   and  the  old  Ephraimite  who^T^ 
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lived  there,  and  wds  well  acquainted  with  the  town,  and  who  went 
out  to  them,  and  spoke  with  them,  must  be  supposed  to  have 
known  several  of  them  ;  and  therefore  was  well  able  to  give  inform- 
ation about  this.  It  was  not  therefore  that  they  did  not  know 
who  they  were ;  but  though  they  knew  them  well  enough,  they  re- 
fused to  deliver  them  up  to  justice ;  and  therebv  became  accessaries 
to  their  crime,  and  involved  themselves  in  the  guilt  and  punish- 
ment of  it.  For  the  refusal  of  so  just  a  demand,  was  a  sulficient 
ground  for  war  against  them  ;  concerning  which  see  Grot,  de  Jure 
belli  &  pacis,  lib.  2,  cap.  21.  sec.  1,  2,  3,  4.  But  this  was  not  all ; 
it  doth  not  appear  that  the  Israelites  still  had  any  thine  farther  in 
view  than  to  punish  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeah.  We  only  find  that 
thev  encamped  against  Gibeah  to  fight  against  it,  but  not  that  they 
had  determined  to  destroy  the  rest  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin.  All 
that  they  did,  when  provoked  by  their  evil  conduct,  was  to  take  a 
solemn  oath,  that  *  none  of  them  would  give  their  daughters  to 
Benjamin  to  wife,*  see  chap.  xxi.  1,  7.  Which  plainly  shows  that 
they  had  then  no  intention  of  utterly  destroying  that  tribe,  but  only 
to  show  their  abhorrence  of  their  wickedness,  by  breaking  off  cor- 
respondence with  them,  and  regarding  them  as  not  of  their  society, 
or  belons:ing  to  their  body  ,  from  which  indeed  they  had  cut  them- 
selves off  by  their  conduct.  But  what  brought  destruction  upon 
the  Benjamites  was  this,  that  they  not  only  refused  to  'hearken  to 
the  voice  of  their  brethren  the  children  of  Israel/  in  giving  up  the 
criminals  when  justly  demanded,  but  as  it  follows,  '  tney  gathered 
themselves  together  out  of  the  cities  unto  Gibeah,  to  go  out  to 
battle  against  the  children  of  Israel,'  ver.  14.  Thus  in  a  oase  and 
scandalous  cause  for  the  sake  of  some  wicked  criminals  they  entered 
into  a  most  unjust  war  against  the  body  of  their  own  nation,  which 
in  the  event  brought  upon  them  a  severe  vengeance.  Hitherto  we 
hear  nothing  of  the  oracle's  being  consulted.  But  now  the  war 
being  resolved  upon,  the  *  Israelites  asked  counsel  of  God,'  not 
whetner  they  should  go  to  war  at  all,  for  they  seem  to  have  thought 
the  justice  of  the  war  so  clear,  that  they  had  not  the  least  doubt 
concerning  it,  but  which  of  the  '  tribes  should  go  up  first,'  or  have 
ihe  chief  command  in  the  war,  they  being  upon  an  equality,  and  no 
judge  or  general  with  a  supreme  authority  over  the  whole.  Nor 
did  they  inquire  whether  they  were  to  have  success  in  it,  for  upon 
this  it  is  likely  they  confidently  presumed,  both  because  of  their 
numbers  and  power,  and  because  of  thejustice  of  their  cause.  But 
when  the  event  did  not  answer  their  expectations  they  consulted 
the  oracle  again,  which  the  third  time  promised  them  success, 
which  it  had  not  done  before.  And  this  is  all  the  concern  the 
oracle  had  in  this  war.  Nor  is  there  the  least  hint  of  their  con- 
sulting it  any  more  in  the  whole  story.  As  to  the  slaughter  that 
followed  upon  it,  after  the  Israelites  had  been  twice  defeated,  no 
doubt  their,  passions  were  raised  to  the  height,  partly  by  their  in- 
dignation against  the  wickedness  that  had  been  committed,  and 
against  the  Benjamites  for  rejecting  all  the  friendly  offers  that 
bad  been  made   to  them,    and    partly  by  the    gneat  lossi  and 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  SPIRIT   OF  PROPHECY.  187 

slaughter  they  had  sustained  in  the  two  first  engagements ;  and 
then  they  gave  too  great  a  loose  to  their  rage  ana  resentment*  in 
utterly  destroying  all  the  cities  of  Benjamin  with  the  men,  women, 
&c.  The  author  takes  upon  bim  to  affirm,  p.  273,  '  that  the  whole 
tribe  of  Benjamin  was  by  the  decision  of  the  oracle  doomed  to  de- 
struction.' But  this  is  his  own  fiction  without  any  thing  in  the 
story  to  support  it.  There  seems  to  have  been  no  resolution  of  this 
kind  taken  before.  And  the  oath  which  they  took  with  regard  to 
Benjamin,  and  which  they  mentioned  before,  plainly  impnes  the 
contrary.  It  all  appears  to  have  been  done  at  once  in  the  heat  of 
blood  and  passion,  without  consulting  the  oracle,  or  giving  them- 
selves time  to  cool  and  to  consider  things.  And  accordingly,  they 
were  sensible  of  it  themselves,  and  deeply  concerned  for  it  when  the 
rage  was  over.  This  writer  would  fain  insinuate,  that  they  laid  the 
blame  of  what  they  had  done  upon  the  oracle  itself;  nothing  of 
which  appeals,  but  rather  that  they  repented  of  their  own  rashness, 
chap,  xxi.  6.  And  we  find  ^  the  elders  of  the  congregation'  as  they 
are  called,  ver.  16,  who  are  the  same  that  are  cafled,  chap.  xx.  2, 
'  The  chief  of  all  the  people,  even  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,'  plainly 
charged  it  upon  themselves,  when  they  said  to  the  parents  of  the 
virgins  of  Shiloh,  whom  the  Benjamites  were  suffered  to  take 
away,  *  be  favourable  unto  them  for  our  sakes ;  because  we  reserved 
not  to  every  man  his  wife  in  the  war,'  ver.  20,  that  is,  because  we 
rashly  carried  the  slaughter  so  far,  as  not  to  leave  the  women  of 
the  tribe  to  be  wives  to  the  men  that  should  remain. 

As  to  the  slaughter  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh  Gilead,  this  is 
expressly  ascribed,  not  to  the  advice  of  the  oracle,  but  to  the  con- 
gregation, or  to  the  people  themselves,  probably  the  heads  of  them, 
who  sent  twelve  thousand  men  to  destroy  it,  chap.  xxi.  5,  8,  10. 
This  writer  seems  to  think  the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh  were  much  to 
be  commended  for  not  '  having  involved  themselves  in  the  same 
difficulties'  with  the  rest  of  the  Israelites,  cr  been  any  ways  con- 
cerned in  this  most  unrighteous  effusion  of  blood.'  But  since  they 
had  received  the  summons  that  was  sent  through  all  Israel,  and 
undoubtedly  knew  of  the  oath  or  curse  that  had  been  made  in  the 
general  assembly  of  the  nation,  devoting  those  to  death  that  should 
not  come,  their  refusing  to  come  to  the  general  consult,  aiid  to  sub- 
mit to  the  appointment,  especially  in  a  just  cause,  was  a  veiy  great 
crime,  and  a  rebellion  against  the  authority  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity ;  and  they  thereby  were  the  authors  of  their  own  destruction, 
which  in  that  case  they  had  reason  to  expect.  But  if  the  punishment 
inflicted  upon  them  was  carried  too  far,  as  undoubtedly  it  was, 
whatever  there  was  wrong  or  cruel  in  this  proceeding,  could  not  be 
charged  upon  the  oracle,  which  was  not  consulted  at  all  about 
it.  Nor  had  the  oracle  any  thing  to  do  in  the  contrivance  of  suf- 
fering the  Benjamite  young  men  to  take  the  virgins  at  Shiloh. 
This  is  expressly  ascribed  to  the  *  elders  of  the  congregation,'  or 
chief  of  the  people,  chap.  yxi.  16,  19,  20,  who  having  a  great  reve- 
rence for  an  oath,  thought  of  this  expedient  to  provide  wives  for 
the  Benjamites.   and  yet  not  violate  the  oath   they  had   takeo^ 
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though  it  was  a  rash  one.  I  shall  not  undertake  to  vindicate 
their  casuistry  in  this,  though  a  very  great  man,  Grotius,  thinks  their 
conduct  in  it  was  very  justifiable,  and  that  thereby  they  saved 
themselves  from  the  guilt  of  perjury.  See  Grot,  de  Jure  belli  et 
pacis,  lib.  2,  cap.  13,  sec.  5. 

Our  author  observes,  *  that  the  Hebrew  historian  was  so  con- 
scious of  the  moral  iniquity  and  wickedness  of  all  this  that  he 
concludes  the  story  with  these  remarkable  words,  '  in  those  days 
there  was  no  king  in  Israel  but  every  man  did  that  which  was 
right  in  his  own  eyes.'  The  design  oi  these  words  is  to  signify, 
that  there  was  then  no  chief  governor  that  had  a  supreme  autho- 
rity over  the  people.  And  therefore  it  is  usuallv  and  justly  thought 
to  have  happened  in  the  interval  between  the  death  of  Joshua,  and 
the  elders  that  survived  him,  and  the  appointment  of  judges,  the 
first  of  whom  was  Othniel.  And  therefore  no  wonder  that  there 
were  great  crimes  committed,  and  great  irregularities  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  their  affairs,  and  particularly  of  this  affair,  since 
there  was  no  one  that  had  sufficient  power  to  punish  delinquents, 
or  to  govern  the  people  and  restrain  their  fury,  or  to  guide  and 
conduct  them  with  a  proper  authority.  But  then  this  writer  adds> 
that  *  he  [the  historian]  seems  to  have  forgotten  what  he  had  just 
before  told  us,  that  there  was  a  high  pnest  in  Israel  at  that  time, 
as  the  living  oracle  of  God,  &c.,  and  that  nothing  had  been  done 
in  this  whole  affair,  but  under  his  council  and  direction.'  But  this 
is  not  to  be  charged  on  the  historian's  forgetfulness  or  desi^. 
Though  there  was  a  high  priest,  yet  he  was  not  a  king  or  judge 
with  supreme  authority  to  govern  the  nation,  nor  had  he  the  power 
of  the  sword,  to  punish  delinquents,  or  correct  abuses.  Nor  doth 
it  appear  by  any  one  thing  in  the  whole  course  of  the  story,  that 
the  high  priest  then  had,  or  exercised  any  authority  or  sovereign 
power  over  the  people.  This  is  expressly  attributed  to  *  the  chief 
of  the  people,'  or  *  heads  of  the  tribes,  and  elders  of  the  congrega- 
tion.' And  all  that  the  high  priest  had  to  do  in  it,  was  only  to 
^ive  them  answers  when  they  consulted  the  oracle  of  God,  which 
It  doth  not  appear  they  did  after  the  last  battle.  And  therefore 
none  of  the  wron^  things  they  did  after  this  are  chargeable  upon 
the  oraclcr  Nor  is  there  any  evidence  to  show,  that  they  consulted 
it  with  regard  to  any  one  part  of  their  conduct,  which  was  really  cul- 
pable. §0  far  is  it  from  being  true,  '  that  nothing  had  been  done  in 
this  whole  affair,  without  the  high  priest's  direction  and  advice.' 

Thus  have  I  particularly  considered  this  affair,  on  which  this  writer 
lays  so  mighty  a  stress,  and  which  is  the  only  thing  he  produces  to 
destroy  the  '  credit  of  the  oracle  of  Urim  and  Thummim.'  As  to  what 
he  adds,  p.  281,  that  'from  that  time  the  oracle  fell  into  disgrace, 
since  we  hear  no  more  of  it  for  above  three  hundred  years,  or  till 
the  days  of  David :  it  does  not  follow  that  it  was  not  consulted, 
because  we  have  no  particular  account  of  it  in  the  short  history 
that  is  given  us  of  the  judges.  And  David's  consulting  it,  whicn 
our  author  owns  he  didf  *  three  or  four  times,  while  he  was  under 
his  difficulties  and  distresses,  (and  he  might  have  mejijioned  Saul 
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toO;  who  consulted  it,  as  appears  from  1  Sam.  xiv.  18,  19,  36,  37  ; 
xxviii.  6)  plainly  shows,  that  the  reputation  of  it  was  not  then 
sunk ;  and  makes  it  very  probable  that  it  had  not  lain  neglected 
for  above  three  hundred  years.  And  whereas  he  tells  us,  that  *  when 
David  came  to  be  settled  in  the  kingdom,  we  hear  no  more  of  it, 
nor  do  we  find  it  ever  mentioned,  consulted,  or  regarded  after,'  we 
are  expressl]^  told  twice  in  one  chapter,  that  after  David  was  fully 
settled  in  his  kingdom,  he  inquired  of  the  Lord  when  he  was  at 
war  with  the  Philistines,  2  Sam.  v.  19,  23,  24.  See  another  in- 
stance of  it,  2  Sam.  xxi.  1. 

Our  author,  after  having  put  the  disgrace  of  the  oracle  upon  the 
business  at  Jabesh,  afterwards  tells  us,  '  that  it  is  plain  from  the 
history  itself,  that  the  credit  of  this  oracle  sunk  ana  declined  with 
the  reputation  of  the  priests,  who  had  fallen  into  a  state  of  the 
grossest  ignorance  and  vice ;  and  by  their  scandalous  behaviour  in 
the  days  of  Eli  and  Samuel,  were  perfectly  scorned  and  despised 
by  the  meanest  of  the  people.'  The  history  indeed  informs  us  of 
the  scandalous  behaviour  ot  Eli's  sons,  but  gives  us  no  account  of 
the  corruption  of  the  priests  in  general,  or  if  it  were  so,  this  did 
not  affect  the  reputation  of  the  *  oracle  of  Urim  and  Thummim,' 
since  it  is  certain  from  the  instances  already  mentioned,  that  after 
the  time  he  assigns  for  that  general  corruption  of  the  priesthood, 
this  oracle  was  still  held  in  great  esteem,  and  was  consulted  by 
David,  both  before  he  came  to  the  throne  and  afterwards.  Nor  is 
there  any  proof  that  the  priests  were,  from  the  time  he  mentions, 
more  sunk  in  their  reputation  than  before :  on  the  contrary,  it  might 
be  shown  from  several  instances,  that  both  in  the  reign  of  David, 
and  under  some  of  the  best  succeeding  kings,  ^that  order  was  as 
much  esteemed  as  ever  it  had  been.  So  that  if  the  oracle  ceased 
at  that  time,  it  could  not  be  owing  to  the  cause  he  assigns  for  it. 
Some,  as  the  learned  Dr.  Spencer,  who  suppose  it  to  have  ceased 
from  the  time  of  Solomon,  assira  very  different  reasons  for  it.^ 
But  it  seems  to  me  more  probable,  that  it  continued  till  the  time 
of  the  Babylonish  captivity.  It  is  true,  we  have  no  particular  ac- 
count of  its  being  consulted  under  the  kings,  any  more  than  that 
it  was  consulted  under  the  judges;  but  very  probably  it  was 
consulted  under  both :  though  in  the  time  of  the  kings,  there  being 
a  constant  succession  of  inspired  prophets  made  apphcations  to 
it  less  frequent,  and  less  necessary.  That  passage,  Ezra  ii.  63, 
and  Neh.  vii.  66,  where  the  Tirshatha  or  Governor,  determined  that 
the  priests  that  had  lost  the  register  of  their  genealogies,  *  should 
not  eat  of  the  most  holy  things,  till  there  stood  up  a  priest  with 
Urim  and  Thummim  ;  as  it  shows,  that  at  the  time  of  their  return 
from  the  Babylonish  captivity  there  was  no  Urim  and  Thummim, 
so  it  seems  plainly  to  intimate  that  before  that  captivity  under  the 
first  temple,  there  had  been  a  priest  with  Urim  and  Thummim, 
and  that  they  were  in  hopes  it  would  be  so  again.  But  we  never 
hear  of  it  afterwards,  though  it  is  certain  the  priesthood  was  never 

•  See  Spencer.  Dissert,  de  Urim  et  Thum.  cap,  ''•  •^  t 
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in  greater  power  and  reputation  than  under  the  second  temple; 
which  shows  that  that  oracle  did  not  rise  or  fall^  with  the  reputa^ 
tion  of  the  priesthood^  nor  had  any  dependence  upon  it. 

Our  author,  after  making  this  representation  of  the  oracle  of 
Urim  andThummim,  proceeds  to  give  an  account  of  the  institution 
of  the  order  of  prophets,  which  he  makes  to  be  the  *  second  differ- 
ent turn,  or  distinct  popular  appearance/  which  the  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy  took  in  Israel.  And  he  represents  this  as  a  new  institution 
set  up  by  Samuel.  If  he  intends  by  this  to  insinuate  that  there 
were  no  prophets  before,  it  is  a  great  mistake,  as  appears  from 
several  instances  mentioned  in  Scripture,  see  Gen.  xx.  7 ;  Numb, 
xi.  25,  26  ;  Judg.  vi.  8  ;  1  Sam.  ii.  27 — 36.  And  Moses,  the  most 
eminent  of  all  the  prophets,  Numb.  xii.  6,  7,  8;  DeuL  xxxiv.  10, 
was  long  before  that  time.  But  I  will  grant  that  from  the  time  of 
Samuel  there  seems  to  have  been  a  more  constant  succession  of 
prophets  than  there  was  before.  At  what  time  there  were  colleges, 
as  this  author  calls  them,  of  prophets  first  erected,  we  are  not  in- 
formed in  the  sacred  writings  ;  but  have  reason  to  think  that  there 
were  some  such  things  in  the  days  of  Samuel,  and  under  his 
special  inspection,  'fhus  we  read  of  a  '  company  of  prophets 
prophesying  together,^  and  '  Samuel  standing  as  appointed  over 
them,'  1  Sam.  xix.  20,  and  of  another  company  of  prophets  before 
this,  2  Sam.  x.  6.  It  is  very  probable  that  there  were  places  where 
they  lived  together  in  society,  i^nd  devoted  themselves  to  religious 
exercises ;  and  that  these  were  in  the  nature  of  seminaries,  where 
persons  were  trained  up  under  the  direction  of  one  or  more  eminent 
prophet  or  prophets  strictly  so  called,  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law, 
and  in  just  and  worthy  notions  of  religion  and  of  the  Supreme  Be- 
ing ;  such  as  every  where  appear  in  the  prophetical  writings ;  and 
were  employed  in  solemn  acts  of  adoration  to  God,  particularly  in 

Erayer  and  praise  ;  or  composing  and  singing  sacred  hymns  to  his 
onour.  This  was  so  usual  ana  constant  a  part  of  their  exercise, 
that  praising  God  is  often  honoured  with  the  name  of  prophesying, 
even  where  no  special  inspiration  is  intended.  Thus  we  read  of 
the  Levites  bemg  appointed  by  David  to  *  prophesy  with  the  harp, 
with  psalteries  and  cymbals,'  1  Chron.  xxv.  1 — 6.  It  is  probable 
that  tne  persons  who  were  educated,  and  who  lived  together  in 
those  prophetical  colleges,  were  usually  called  prophets,  even 
though  they  were  not  immediately  and  extraordinarily  inspired ; 
and  because  Jezebel  was  for  utterly  exterminating  these  schools 
of  the  prophets^  which  helped  to  keep  up  and  spread  the  know- 
ledge of  religion,  and  the  true  worship  of  God,**  and  endeavoured 
to  destroy  all  that  were  to  be  found  in  those  sacred  seminaries, 
she  is  represented  as  destroying  the  *  prophets  of  the  Lord,'  of  whom 
Obadiah  concealed  a  hundred.     These  are  probably  the  same  per- 

*  That  the  people  were  wont  at  stated  times  to  have  recourse  to  the  prophets  for  in- 
struction in  religion,  especially  on  the  Sabbaths  and  new  moons,  may  be  probably  ga- 
thered from  what  the  Shunamite's  husband  said  to  her,  when  she  wanted  to  go  to  the  *  man 
of  God ;  wherefore  wilt  thou  go  to  him  to  day  1  it  is  neither  new  moon,  nor  Sabbath.'  2 
Kings  ir.  23. 
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sons  that  at  other  times  are  called  the  '  sons  of  the  prophetS)*  and 
thereby  distinguished  from  the  prophets  eminently  so  called,  to 
whom  they  ministered,  and  under  whose  discipline  and  instructions 
they  were  educated.  And  though  many  of  these  never  became 
prophets  in  the  most  strict  and  eminent  sense^  yet  as  they  addicted 
themselves  to  meditation  and  prayer,  to  a  devout  singing  praises  to 
God,  and  to  the  study  of  the  law  under  the  prophets'  direction,  so 
they  were  thereby  well  qualified  to  be  useful  to  the  people.  And 
it  may  very  justly  be  supposed  that  out  of  souls  thus  prepared  and 
disposed  God  often  chose  persons  whom  it  pleased  him  to  honour 
witli  his  sacred  immediate  inspiration.  Thus  1  Kinss  xx.  we  read 
of  one  who  is  called  a  prophet,  ver.  38,  and  one  of  the  prophets, 
ver.  41,  and  in  ver.  36,  the  same  person  is  called  a  *  certam  man  of 
the  sons  of  the  prophets,'  to  show  that  he  belonged  to  one  of  the 
prophetical  colleges,  and  had  his  education  there.  But  that  it 
might  not  be  thought  that  the  prophetical  spirit  was  merely  the  ef- 
fect of  their  being  educated  in  those  seminaries,  it  pleased  God  to  call 
Fome  to  the  office  of  prophets,  and  to  grant  them  his  extraordinary 
inspiration^  who  never  were  educated  in  those  schools  at  all.  Such 
was  the  prophet  Amos;  Amos  vii.  14, 15,  and  probably  that  eminent 
prophet  Elisha;  as  may  be  gathered  from  I  Kings  xix.  20, 
21,  and  perhaps  Elijah  himself,  and  several  others  of  the  prophets. 
God's  raising  up  such  prophets  among  the  Jews  from  time  to 
time,  is  frequently  mentioned  as  an  extraordinary  instance  of  his 
goodness  and  condescension  towards  that  people.  See  2  Kings  xvii. 
18.  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  16,  16,  Jer.  vii.  25.  xxv.  4,  6,  6.  From  which 
passages  it  appeareth  that  they  were  sent  in  the  name  of  God  to  in- 
struct the  people  in  true  religion,  to  warn  them  against  idolatry 
and  other  wickedness,  and  to  call  them  to  repentance,  and  give  them 
the  most  warm  and  lively  exhortations  to  the  practice  of  universal 
righteousness ;  and  how  well  they  performed  tnis,  we  have  a  mani- 
fest proof  fix)m  their  admirable  wntings  still  extant.  They  were 
also  frequently  inspired  to  foretel  future  events,  and  this  was  or- 
dered for  wise  and  valuable  ends.  The  heathens  boasted  of  their 
oracles  ;  they  had  many  arts  of  divination  among  them,  and  per- 
sons that  pretended  to  the  knowledge  of  future  events  by  commu- 
nication with  their  gods,  which  not  a  little  contribute  to  keep  up 
the  reputation  of  the  spreading  idolatry.  All  these  arts  of  divina- 
tion were  expressly  foroidden  to  the  Jews  in  their  law,  Deut.  xvii. 
10,  lly  12.  But  it  pleased  God  in  his  great  goodness  and  conde- 
scension to  raise  up  prophets  among  them,  who  were  enabled  to 
foretel  future  events  which  it  was  impossible  for  any  human  saga- 
city to  foresee,  and  that  in  such  a  manner  as  exhibited  a  glorious 
triumph  over  all  the  heathen  idols  and  their  worshippers  m  that 
which  they  vainly  pretended  to ;  and  thereby  manifestly  contribu- 
ted to  the  main  design  of  the  law,  which  was  to  preserve  the  peo- 
ple from  idolatry,  and  from  running  after  the  vanities  of  the  hea- 
thens. Some  of  the  prophetical  predictions  related  to  things  which 
were  to  happen  in  their  own  time,  whether  of  a  private  or  of  a  more 
public  nature :  the  exact  accomplishment  of  which  tended  ^f^i?g{|jlp 
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the  people  to  pay  a  greater  regard  to  their  pure  and  excellent  in- 
Btructions  and  exhortations.  Others  of  their  predictions  related  to 
things  that  were  to  happen  in  future  ages  at  a  considerable  distance 
of  time,  and  the  fulfilling  of  these  from  time  to.  time  in  their  proper 
season,  gave  a  still  farther  proof  that  they  were  extraordinarily  in- 
spired ot  God.  But  especially  many  of  their  predictions  looked 
forward  to  the  great  Messiah  or  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  to  the 
dispensation  he  wa6  to  introduce.  For  the  prophets  themselves 
were  not  sent  to  bring  in  any  new  dispensation,  or  to  teach  and 

[mblish  any  new  doctrines  or  laws ;  but  their  mission  was  evident- 
y  appointed  with  a  double  view  ;  the  one  towards  the  law  of  Moses 
which  had  been  already  given,  and  the  authority  of  which  the  pro- 
phets did  farther  confirm  and  establish,  and  endeavoured  to  keep 
the  people  to  the  observation  of  it  whilst  it  continued  in  force ;  the 
other  view  was  towards  the  future  dispensation  of  the  Messiah, 
whose  coming  kingdom,  covenant,  offices,  and  character  they  point- 
ed out  and  foretold  at  sundry  times  and  in  divers  manners,  with 
great  variety  and  a  wonderful  harmony  :  and  thereby  kept  up  the 
people's  expectation  towards  it,  which  otherwise  would  have  lan- 

faished,  and  probably  have  been  lost,  and  prepared  them  for  it. 
hus  the  spint  of  prophecy  in  the  ancient  prophets,  was  appointed 
and  ordered  for  very  valuable  ends.  It  was  not  only  useful  to  the 
age  and  nation  in  which  they  lived,  but  the  advantage  arising  from 
it  is  of  extensive  influence  to  other  nations,  and  to  succeeding  gene- 
rations. Their  pathetical  exhortations  to  the  practice  of  righteous- 
ness, their  lively  warnings  and  reproofs  for  sin,  and  the  just  and  no- 
ble ideas  they  ^ve  of  God  and  religion  are  of  si^al  use  in  all  ages, 
and  the  reviewing  their  predictions,  and  comparing  them  with  the 
events,  furnishes  a  glorious  proof  of  the  extent  of  the  divine  fore- 
knowledge, and  the  comprehensive  views  of  the  divine  providence : 
it  tends  to  strengthen  our  belief  of  a  most  wise  presiding  mind  go- 
verning the  world,  and  the  affairs  of  mankind ;  as  well  as  gives  a 
glorious  attestation  to  the  divine  mission  of  our  lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  to  the  evangelical  dispensation,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
show  more  fully  afterwards. 

The  account  our  author  at  first  gives  of  the  institution  of  the  pro* 
phetic  order  seems  to  be  very  much  to  their  honour,  p.  282,  8cc. 
For  though  he  will  not  allow  that  they  were  extraordinarily  inspired 
of  God,  yet  if  his  own  account  of  their  institution  be  just,  it 
was  one  of  the  noblest  and  best  designed  in  the  world,  and  is  scarce 
to  be  paralleled  among  the  wisest  and  most  celebrated  institutions 
of  antiquity,  and  redounds  very  much  to  the  honour  of  Samuel, 
whom  he  makes  the  author  it.  He  tells  us,  that  when  the  priest- 
hood was  fallen  into  great  degeneracy,  Samuel's  design  in  institu- 
ting the  prophetical  order,  was  '  to  restore  leamin^and  virtue,  and 
to  restrain  the  vices  both  of  priests  and  people.'  He  represents  the 
prophets  as  devoted  to  learning,  study,  and  retirement,  as  studying 
nistory,  rhetoric,  poetry,  and  the  knowledge  of  nature,  but  above  all, 
moral  philosophy,  or  the  knowledge  of  God's  providence,  and  hu- 
man nature :  that  the  moral  rules  to  be  observed  in  this  sc^ciety  were 
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very  strict  and  severe ;  they  were  to  live  in  a  low  abstemious  way, 
retired  from  the  world,  without  ambition  or  avarice,  and  to  exem* 
plify  as  well  as  preach  the  most  perfect  righteousness  and  rigid  vir- 
tue ;  and  to  rebuke  and  correct  vice  wherever  they  found  it  without 
the  least  respect  of  persons. '  This  bein^  so,  no  wonder  that  he  ex- 
pressly calls  it  *  a  most  wise  and  exceuent  institution,  especially 
since  he  affirms^  p.  284,  that  *  the  proper  business  of  the  prophets, 
and  the  design  or  their  institution  and  order,  was  to  preach  moral 
truth  and  righteousness,  to  keep  the  people  to  the  moral  law,  and 
bring  them  to  repentance  as  the  necessary  means  of  their  happiness 
and  safety,  and  the  only  condition  of  the  divine  favour. '  And  he 
repeats  it,  p.  285,  that '  this  was  undoubtedly  the  nature  and  de- 
sign of  the  prophetic  order  and  office.  And  he  seems  to  pity  their 
hard  lot  in  oeing  cast  among  such  an  ignorant  superstitious  people, 
who  often  used  them  very  ill, '  p.  290.  Hitherto  one  would  think 
he  entertained  a  very  good  opinion  of  the  prophets,  especially  since 
he  thinks  fit  to  honour  them  with  that  title  for  which  he  professeth 
so  great  a  veneration,  that  of  *  philosophers  and  moralists, '  p.  287; 
and  represents  them  as  opposing  the  priests,  and  endeavouring  to 
*  take  the  people  from  their  superstitious  dependence  on  sacrifices 
and  absolutions. '  p.  304. 

But  who  would  think  it,  that,  after  making  this  representation  of 
the  prophets,  he  bends  his  whole  force  to  prove,  that  they  were  the 
most  dangerous  incendiaries,  the  greatest  plagues  to  their  country, 
that  ever  any  nation  was  troubled  with ;  and  the  cause  of  all  the 
miseries  and  calamities  that  befel  it  for  above  three  hundred  years, 
and  which  at  length  terminated  in  its  niin.  That  they.  *  marked 
out  every  king  and  royal  family  for  destruction,  that  would  not 
come  into  their  measures,  and  raised  the  most  formidable  and  bloody 
rebellions  against  them ; '  that  they  were  continually  enga^d  in  fo- 
menting ^  religious  wars,  massacres,  outrages,  and  persecutions ;  till 
at  length  both  kings  and  prophets  were  exterminated,  and  the  whole 
nation  perfectly  enslaved -pp.  299, 304, 320,  &c.  In  a  word,  so  great 
is  his  zeal  agamst  them,  that  for  a  while  he  seems  to  forget  his  ani- 
mosity against  the  priests,  and  lays  all  the  calamities  of  Israel,  not 
upon  the  priests,  but  upon  these  prophets  and  moral  philosophers* 
Tnere  is  no  accounting  for  so  extraordinary  a  rage  against  them,  but 
that  some  of  them  happened  to  be  the  penmen  of  several  parts  of 
the  holy  Scripture,  and  are  represented  both  in  the  Old  Testament, 
and  in  the  New,  as  divinely  inspired,  and  therefore  he  is  determined 
to  do  all  that  in  him  lies  to  represent  them  as  the  worst  of  the  hu- 
man race  ;  though  at  the  expense  of  all  that  can  be  called  candour, 
truth,  and  decency. 

That  I  may  observe  some  order  in  my  remarks,  though  he  ob- 
serves none  in  his  invectives,  I  shall  first  consider  what  he  offers 
against  the  divine  inspiration  of  the  prophets,  and  their  having  the 
knowledge  of  things  tuture  communicated  to  them  in  a  supernatural 
way;  and  then  shall  proceed  to  the  reflections  he  casts  upon  their 
moral  character,  and  the  attempts  he  makes  to  show  that  they  were 
the  enemies  and  disturbers  of  their  country:  after  which  I  shalUcon-    , 
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sider  some  scattered  insinuations  against  them^  which  cannot  stf 
well  be  reduced  to  either  of  the  foregoing  heads. 

Our  author^  as  I  have  already  hinted,  even  when  he  seems  to  give 
the  most  advantageous  account  of  the  prophets,  plainly  denies  them 
to  have  been  divinely  inspired.  But  that  *  by  their  retirement  and 
study  they  had  acauired  such  high  degrees  of  knowledge,  that  the 
common  people  looked  upon  them  as  wholly  miraculous  and  super- 
natural, and  believed  they  had  immediate  and  free  conversation 
with  God,  angels,  and  departed  souls,  and  that  they  knew  the  hearts 
of  men,  and  future  events, '  &c.  p.  284.  And  he  tells  us  that  '  the 
prophets  themselves  in  time  degenerated  from  the  strictness  and 
punty  of  their  first  institution,  and  particularly  that  they  pretended 
too  much  to  the  knowledge  of  futurity ;  and  by  this  means  some- 
times prophesied  lies  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  as  four  hundred  of 
them  did  at  once  in  the  case  of  Ahab.  That  they  vied  with  one 
another  in  their  predictions,  and  carried  their  pretensions  too  high 
as  a  means  to  get  money. '  pp.  304,  305.  And  whereas  they  often 
foretold  future  events,  he  endeavours  to  account  for  it  several  ways. 
He  tells  us  that  ^  they  had  not  in  any  case  the  knowledge  of  things 
future  communicated  to  them  in  a  supernatural  way;  but  that  as 
they  were  men  of  study  and  retirement,  who  nicely  observed  the 
conduct  of  providence,  and  the  various  revolutions  of  kingdoms  and 
states  in  their  very  beginnings  and  first  occasions,  this  might  ena- 
ble them  upon  rational  principles,  to  give  a  very  near  guess  at  what 
would  happen,  especially  as  to  the  great  turns  and  changes  of  na- 
tions and  governments. '  He  instances  in  the  predictions  of  the  As- 
syrian and  Babylonish  captivity,  which  he  thinks  every  man  that 
had  eyes  in  his  head  might  have  foreseen  as  unavoidable.  But  be- 
ing sensible  that  all  this  will  hardly  account  for  particular,  express, 
circumstantial  predictions  of  future  events,  he  thinks  fit  to  add,  that 
*  the  prophets  when  they  struck  at  future  events  were  not  very  par- 
ticular and  circumstantial  as  to  time,  place,  persons,  &c.  They  ge- 
nerally deliver  their  presages  in  dark  and  obscure  terms,  and  only 
relate  for  the  most  part  their  dreams  and  visions  of  the  night,  the 
interpretation  of  which  is  extremely  difficult,  and  may  be  applied 
to  a  thousand  different  events  from  that  time  to  this,  and  so  on  to 
the  end  of  the  world.  And  that  by  this  means  the  ancient  prophets 
in  great  measure  saved  themselves,  and  were  not  answerable  for 
particulars  in  futurity,  whilst  they  were  soothing  the  superstitious 
people  with  an  imaginary  knowledge  of  what  was  to  come,  'p.  p.  288, 
289.  And  lastly,  he  tells  us,  that  *  there  are  likewise  several  mstances 
to  be  given,  m  which  the  prophets  brought  about  their  own  pre- 
dictions by  accomplishing  in  a  natural  way,  what  they  had  resolved 
upon  before.  He  instances  in  the  method  taken  by  Samuel  to 
Bet  aside  Saul  and  his  family,  and  in  the  management  of  the  pro- 
phet Elisha  with  Hazael  the  chief  captain  of  the  king  of  Syria, 
p.  305. 

I  have  laid  these  several  passages  together,  that  the  authors  sen- 
timents may  appear  in  their  just  light,  and  in  their  full  strength. 

That  the  prophets,  strictly  and  properly  so  called,  were  not  only 
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regarded  by  the  vulgar  as  divinely  inspired,  but  that  they  them- 
selves pretended  to  be  so,  and  that  they  delivered  messages  to  the 
people  as  what  they  had  received  by  immediate  revelation  from 
God,  is  incontestable.  And  not  only  did  they  in  the  name  of  God 
deliver  solemn  warnings  and  exhortations  to  the  people  to  engage 
them  to  repentance,  and  the  practice  of  true  religion  and  righteous- 
ness, but  tney  frequently  professed  to  foretel  future  events,  and  that 
not  merely  by  prooable  conjecture,  but  in  a  way  of  certain  predic- 
tion, as  having  the  knowledge  of  them  extraordinarily  communica- 
ted to  them  by  God  himself  It  will  be  easily  allowed  that  some 
of  the  prophecies  have  a  considerable  obscurity  in  them,  for  which 
several  reasons  might  be  assigned ;  but  it  is  also  certain  that  many 
of  their  predictions  are  clear  and  express,  particular  and  circum- 
stantial, as  to  time,  place,  persons,  and  that  with  regard  to  events 
which  no  human  sagacity  could  foresee,  and  which  none  of  the 
ways  mentioned  by  this  author  can  possibly  account  for. 

Thus,  e.  g.  what  could  be  more  plain  or  circumstantial  than  that 

Erediction  of  a  prophet  to  king  Jeroboam,  that  a  child  should  be 
orn  unto  the  house  of  David,  Josiah  by  name,  who  should  destroy 
the  altar  at  Bethel,  and  burn  dead  men^s  bones  upon  it  to  pollute 
it ;  and  this  foretold  three  hundred  and  fifty  years  before  it  hap- 
pened ?  1  Kings  xiii.  2—6.  Could  any  thing  be  more  distinct  or 
more  wonderful  than  Isaiah's  foretelling  the  victories  and  conquests 
of  Cyrus  by  name,  and  his  letting  go  the  captives  of  Judah,  not  for 
price  or  reward,  and  this  near  two  hundred  years  before  it  came  to 
pass,  see  Isa.  xlv.  1 — 6,  13.  Our  author  thmks  it  was  easy  to  fore- 
see the  conouest  and  captivity  of  Israel  by  the  Assyrians,  who  were 
then  in  the  neight  of  their  power;  but  was  it  possible  for  any  hu- 
man sagacity  to  foresee  that,  when  Sennacherib  at  the  head  of  a 
mighty  army  was  on  the  point  of  besieging  Jerusalem,  and  gave  out 
sucn  terrible  threatenings  against  it,  and  there  was  no  human  force 
to  oppose  him ;  he  should  not  besiege  it  at  all,  nor  so  much  as 
shoot  an  arrow  against  it,  but  be  obliged  to  return  with  disgrace  to 
his  own  land,  and  there  be  slain  with  the  sword  ?  and  yet  tnis  the 
prophet  Isaiah  clearly  and  expressly  foretold,  and  it  was  accom- 
plisned  in  every  circumstance ;  see  the  xxxvii.  chapter  of  Isaiah, 
and  2  Kings  xix.  The  same  prophet,  when  Babylon  was  at  peace 
with  Judea,  and  all  the  danger  of  the  Jews  seemea  to  be  from  As- 
syria, which  was  then  in  its  greatest  power ;  and  none  from  Baby- 
lon at  all ;  foretold  to  Hezekiah  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  tne 
king  of  Babylon,  and  the  carrying  the  royal  family  captive  thither, 
above  a  hundred  years  before  that  destruction  happened,  Isa.  xxxix. 
6,  7.  He  also  expressly  foretold  the  dreadful  destruction  of  Baby- 
lon itself,  and  the  utter  desolation  that  should  come  upon  it.  Isa. 
xiv.  22,  23.  The  prophet  Jeremiah  foretels  the  same  destruction 
and  ruin  of  Babylon,  and  that  with  many  remarkable  circumstances 
relating  to  the  taking  of  the  city  by  the  Medes  and  Persians, 
all  which  were  literally  accomplished.  And  this  was  foretold  at  a 
time  when  Babvlon  was  the  most  powerful  empire  in  the  world,  and 
in  the  height  of  all  its  prosperity  and  grandeur.    This  writer  thinks 
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there  is  nothing  in  Jeremiah's  foretelling  that  Jerusalem  should  be 
taken  and  destroyed  by  the  Chaldeans  at  a  time  when  they  were  so 
powerful,  and  the  Jews  so  weak,  though  considering  the  alliance 
the  Jews  had  with  Egypt  a  very  potent  kingdom,  and  whose  interest 
it  was  to  oppose  the  Chaldeans,  it  might  not  be  so  easy  to  foresee 
it  as  he  imagines ;  but  how  came  that  prophet  to  foretel  that  the 
captivity  of  the  Jews  should  last  seventy  years,  and  that  at  the  end 
of  that  fixed  time  they  should  be  restored  to  their  own  country  again ; 
•Jer.  XXV.  12.  xxix.  10.  Hosea  and  Amos  both  foretold  the  destruc- 
tion of  Israel  by  the  Assyrians  in  the  days  of  Jeroboam  the  second, 
when  that  kingdom  was  in  the  most  flourishing  circumstances  it  had 
ever  been  in,  Hos.  x.  6,  6.  Amos  vii.  10 — 17.  The  same  prophet 
Amos  also  foretold  the  entire  destruction  of  Damascus  ana  Syria, 
with  this  circumstance,  that  the  people  should  be  'carried  captive 
to  Kir ;'  as  they  actually  were  by  Tiglath-Pileser  king  of  Assyria, 
near  threescore  years  after  the  prediction,  according  to  archbishop 
Usher's  computation,  compare  Amos  i.  4,  5.  with  1  Kings  xvi.  9. 
In  the  days  of  king  Ahaz,  when  Israel  was  in  confederacy  with 
Syria  against  Judah,  and  threatened  to  destroy  it,  the  prophet  Isaiah 
foretold,  that  *  before  the  child '  he  then  had  by  tne  prophetess 
-should  be  able  to  say  '  my  &ther,  or  my  mother,  the  riches  of  Da- 
mascus, and  the  spoil  of  Samaria,  should  be  taken  away  by  the 
king  of  Assyria. '  Isa.  viii.  3,  4.  And  he  had  before  that  expressly 
foretold,  that '  within  threescore  and  five  years  Ephraim  should  w 
so  destroyed  as  to  be  no  more  a  people,  Isa.  vii.  8,  and  how  literally 
that  was  accomplished,  see  Usher's  Annales  vet.  Testam.  p.  lOo. 
There  are  many  other  most  express  and  circumstantial  predictions 
in  the  prophecies  of  Isaiah.  After  having  given  a  most  lively  de- 
scription of  the  destruction  of  Moab  and  its  chief  cities,  be  fixes 
the  precise  time  for  it:  'The  Lord  hath  spoken,  saying,  Within  three 
years  as  the  years  of  an  hireling,  and  the  ^lory  of  Moab  shall  be 
contemned.'  Isa.  xvi.  14.  So  also  chap.  xxi.  16 :  '  Thus  hath  the 
Lord  said  unto  me.  Within  a  year,  according  to  the  years  of  an  hire- 
ling, and  all  the  glory  of  Kedar  shall  fail,'  &c.  He  expressly  fore- 
told, not  only  that  Hezekiah  should  recover  of  his  dangerous  sick- 
nes8»  but  that  God  would  add  '  fifteen  years  to  his  life,'  Isa.  xxxviii. 
5,  6.  The  desolate  state  of  Tyre  is  precisely  determined  to  seventy 
years,  Isa.  xxii.  15.  The  prophet  Ezekiel  not  only  foretels  in  the 
strongest  terms  the  desolation  of  Egypt  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  but 
expressly  declares  that  *  at  the  end  of  forty  years  God  would  bring 
again  the  captivity  of  E^pt ;  and  it  should  again  become  a  king- 
dom ;  but  he  adds  that  it  should  be  a  base  one,  and  that  it  shouM 
*  no  longer  exalt  itself  above  the  nations ;'  which  was  exactly  ac- 
complished, see  Ezek.  chap.  xxix. 

It  were  easy  to  produce  more  instances  of  this  kind  out  of  the 
prophetical  writings,  to  which  might  be  added  several  other  won- 
derful and  express  predictions,  of  which  we  have  an  account  in  the 
sacred  history.  Thus,  e.  g.  was  it  possible  for  any  human  wisdom 
to  foresee  that  the  huge  host  of  Moabites,  Ammonites,  and  Edom- 
ites;  that  threatened  to  swallow  up  Judah,  should  on  a  sudden  be 
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destroyed,  without  the  Jews  fighting  ia  their  own  defence ;  and  that 
they  needed  only  to  '  stand  still,  and  see  the  salvation  ot  God  V 
And  yet  this  was  expressly  foretold  by  a  prophet  in  the  name  of  God 
to  Jehosbaphat  and  the  men  of  Judah,  wnen  they  were  overwhelmed 
with  terror;  and  it  was  immediately  and  wonderfully  accomplished, 
2  Chron.  xx.  14,  &c.  By  what  human  means  could  the  pro- 
phet Elisha  reveed  to  the  king  of  Israel  the  king  of  Syria's  most 
secret  projects  and  counsels ;  or  assure  him,  wl^n  Samaria  was 
reduced  to  the  extremity  of  distress  by  famine  and  the  host  of  the 
Syrians,  and  no  human  succour  near,  that  in  one  day's  time  there 
should  be  such  a  plenty  of  all  things,  as  if  provisions  bad  come 
pouring  down  upon  them  from  heaven  ?  These  and  many  other 
predictions  that  might  be  mentioned  are  not  delivered  merely  in 
^  general  ambiguous  terms/  as  this  writer  tells  us  was  usually  done 
*  to  save  the  prophet's  credit ;'  but  are  clear,  express,  and  determi- 
nate,  applied  to  particular  circumstances  of  time,  place,  and  per- 
sons, wtuch  it  was  impossible  for  any  man  on  earth  by  any  merely 
'  human  sagacity  to  foresee;  many  of  them  contrary  to  all  appear- 
ances, and  to  all  the  rules  of  human  probability,  and  which  it  was 
absolutely  out  of  the  power  of  the  prophets  themselves  to  bring 
about  by  any  natural  means,  by  which  he  pretends  they  often  took 
care  to  fulfil  their  own  predictions.  In  a  word,  they  were  things 
which  could  only  be  known  to  Uim  whose  providence  governs  all 
events,  and  who  hath  the  times  and  seasons^  the  events  of  nations 
and  particular  persons  in  his  own  hands. 

But  especially  the  prophecies  of  Daniel  are  highly  remarkable, 
which  take  in  the  fates  of  so  many  different  nations  for  so  long  a 
series  of  years,  the  succession  of  four  mighty  empires,  and  the 
principal  revolutions  that  were  to  befal  them,  in  the  very  order  in 
which  they  were  to  happen.  Our  author  indeed  would  fain  have 
it  believed  that  Daniel  nourished  in  the  reign  of  Artaxerxes  Mne- 
mon,  i.  e.  one  hundred  and  forty  years  after  the  time  in  which  he 
really  Eved.*     But  even  on  that  supposition  his  prophecy  of  the 

*  If  we  iii<qirire  what  it  is  that  onr  aathor  offers  to  support  so  eztraordinarj  a  conjec- 
ture, which  is  entirely-  contrary  to  the  whole  history  of  tne  book  of  Daniel,  and  to  the 
«zpress  testimony  of  the  prophet  Ezeldel  who  lired  in  the  time  of  the  Babylonish  cap- 
tirity,  and  speaks  of  Daniel  as  at  that  time  famous  for  his  wisdom  and  piet7»  Ezek.  xir. 
14 ;  xxriii.  3 ;  it  is  no  more  than  this ;  he  affirms,  that  it  is  erident,  ana  the  text  ex- 
pressly tells  us,  that  the  decree  or  commandment  for  the  building  of  the  city  and 
restoration  of  the  people,  from  which  the  seventy  weeks  are  to  begin,  came  out  at  the 
rery  time  when  Daniel  was  offering  up  his  prayers  and  supplications  for  the  liberty  of 
ftis  nation.  And  this  decree  or  commandment  for  building  the  city,  &c.  came  forth  in 
liie  seventh  year  of  Artaxerxes  Mnemon,  at  which  time  therefore  Daniel  must  hare  had 
bis  Tision,  see  pp.  357,  339.  But  not  to  urge  that  the  Artaxerxes  in  whose  reign  this 
decree  came  forth  was  not  Artaxerxes  IVhiemon,  but  Artaxerxes  Longimanus,  who 
liyed  sixty  years  before,  as  is  proved  among  others  by  Dr.  Prideaux;  I  shaU 
only  observe,  that  what  this  writer  saith  is  evident  from  the  text,  doth  not  appear 
from  the  text  at  all.  The  commandment  mentioned,  ver.  35,  from  which  the 
seventy  weeks  are  to  begin,  is  expressly  said  to  be  '  the  commandment  to  restore  and  to 
build  Jerusalem.'  But  the  commandment  mentioned  in  the  23d  verse,  that  came  forth 
at  the  beginning  of  Daniel's  supplication,  is  not  said  to  be  the  commandment  to  restore 
tnd  to  build  Jerusalem,  thoup^h  our  author  tells  us  the  text,  and  the  angel  expressly  de- 
elares  it  to  be  so ;  but  is  manifestly  to  be  understood  of  the  commandment  that  was  given 
by  God  to  the  angel  Gabriel,  to  go  and  make  known  to  Daniel  those  future  events  con- 
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seventy  weeks^  according  to  our  author's  own  computation  wbuld  be 
true :  and  all  his  wonderful  predictions  concerning  the  overturning 
the  Persian  empire  by  Alexander  the  Great,  and  tne  division  of  his 
empire  into  four  kingdoms,  and  the  wars,  alliances^  and  principal 
transactions  between  the  kin^s  of  Syria  and  Egypt,  whicn  are  re- 
lated with  so  amazing  a  particularity  ;  and  concerning  the  profan- 
ing the  temple,  and  tne  miseries  broughrt  upon  the  Jews  by  Antio- 
chus  Epiphanes;  as  well  as  concerning*  the  vast  power  of  the 
Roman  empire,  and  the  utter  destruction  of  the  Jewish  state,  the 
city,  and  the  sanctuary,  soon  after  the  Messiah's  coming.  These 
things  show  the  certainty  of  prophecy :  and  are  instances  of  an 
exact  and  certain  knowledge  of  future  events  that  can  only  be  sup- 
posed to  proceed  from  God  himself,  whose  eye  penetrateth  through 
all  ages,  who  'ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of  men,  and  giveth  it  to 
whomsoever  he  will.' 

From  these  and  many  other  instances  that  might  be  pro- 
duced, it  manifestly  appears  how  vainly  this  writer  would  insi- 
nuate, that  the  prophecies  were  nothing  more  than  general 
conditional  declarations  of  God's  favour  to  the  good,  and  denun- 
ciations of  his  judgments  against  the  wicked,  see  pp.  284,  285. 
And  whereas  he  pretends  that  'to  humour  the  people,  they 
were  often  obliged  to  deliver  many  promises  atid  declarations  of 
good  to  the  nation,  in  absolute  terms,  which  were  plainly  intended 
as  conditional;  and   therefore  as  often  as  they  pronounced  any 

tained  in  the  prophecy  of  the  seventy  weeks.  It  is  obserred,  rer.  20,  that  while  Daniel 
was  speaking  in  prayer,  '  Gabriel  being  caused  to  fly  swiftly,  touched  him,  and  said, 
O  Daniel,  I  am  now  come  forth  to  give  thee  skill  and  understanding;  at  the  beginning 
of  thy  supplicationft  the  commandment  came  forth,  and  I  am  come  to  show  thee  :  there- 
fore understand  the  matter,  and  consider  the  vision,'  that  is,  at  the  beginning  of  diy 
supplications  the  commandment  came  from  God  to  me,  ordering  me  to  show  thee 
what  is  to  come  to  pass,  and  accordingly^  I  am  come  to  make  thee  understand  the  vision. 
We  have  an  instance  of  such  a  commandment  given  to  Gabriel  before  in  a  former  vision, 
chap.  viii.  16,  where  a  voice  came  to  Gabriel,  '  Make  this  man,  i.  e.  Daniel,  to  under- 
stand the  vision.'  If  the  author  who  pretends  to  urge  the  express  declaration  of  the  text, 
will  be  governed  by  what  is  there  expressly  declared  ;  this  prayer  and  supplication  of 
Daniel  was  made  in  the  first  year  of  Darius  the  Mede,  chap.  ix.  1,2,  that  is,  141  yean 
before  the  seventh  year  of  Artaxerxes  Mnemon,  in  which  according  to  him  the  decree 
for  buildins^  and  restoring  Jerusalem  came  foith.  And  this  is  farther  confirmed  by  the 
occasion  of  Daniers  prayer,  which  is  there  said  to  be  this,  that  he  understood  that  the 
seventy  years  spoken  of  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah  for  the  continuance  of  the  desolations 
of  Jerusalem  were  on  the  point  of  being  accomplished.  But  to  this  our  author  hath  a 
short  answer,  vis.  that  *  the  book  of  Daniel,  as  we  now  have  it,  has  been  in  this  case 
greatly  interpolated  and  corrupted,  as  he  could  demonstrate  were  this  a  proper  time  and 
place  for  It,'  p.  358.  But  upon  his  supposition  as  he  puts  it,  the  book  of  Daniel  must  not 
have  been  merely  interpolated.  All  the  historical  part  of  it  which  wholly  relates  to  things 
done  in  the  reigns  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  Belsbazzar,  and  Darius  the  Mede,  must  be  one 
entire  forgery.  This  our  author,  no  doubt,  '  could  demonstrate,  if  this  were  a  proi>er 
time  and  place  for  it.'  And  I  believe  the  reader  is  convinced,  that  he  would  have  thought 
anytime  and  place  proper  to  have  done  it,  if  it  had  been  in  his  power.  I  shaU  not 
meddle  with  his  computation  of  the  seventy  weeks ;  because  though  he  gives  a  very 
wrong  account  of  it,  yet  according  to  his  own  computation,  the  prophecy  was  literally 
accomplished.  I  shall  only  observe,  that  in  order  to  bring  his  account  the  better  to  bear» 
he  tells  us  that  Daniel  fixes  the  time  when  the  Messiah  was  to  be  cut  off,  to  bo  sixty- 
two  weeks  after  the  coming  forth  of  the  commandment,. Sec,  p.  537,  whereas  it  is  plain 
from  the  text,  that  he  reckons  seven  weeks  and  sixty-two  weeks,  that  is,  sixty-nine 
weeks  of  years  after  the  coming  forth  of  the  commandment. 
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judgments  from  God,  or  impending  calamities  for  the  sins  of  the 
nation,  they  always  promised  a  future  deliverance/  8ic.  It  is  evi- 
dent from  tne  whole  of  the  prophetical  writings,  that  the  pleasing 
or  humouring  the  people  was  not  what  theyliad  in  view.  They 
delivered  the  message  they  received  from  God  with  a  noble  boli 
ness,  whether  it  pleased  the  princes  and  people  or  not.  They  often 
foretold  the  most  dismal  calamities,  not  merely  as  thiags  which  they 
were  afraid  might  happen,  but  as  what  would  most  certainly  befal 
them.  And  when  they  foretold  a  national  deliverance,  or  a  better 
state  of  things,  it  was  not  because  they  thought  this  necessary  to 
humour  the  people,  but  because  they  knew  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy 
that  such  a  deliverance  would  certainly  be.  Thus  it  was  in  the 
case  of  the  return  from  the  Babylonish  captivity,  and  of  Cyrus's 
letting  the  captives  go  free,  both  which  were  most  clearly  and  ex- 
pressly foretold,  though  they  were  events  which  as  thus  circum- 
stanced no  man  could  foresee.  And  with  regard  to  other  nations 
as  well  as  the  Jews,  the  prophets  sometimes  after  foretelling  the 
calamities  that  should  befal  them,  expressly  foretel  their  restoration 
and  deliverance ;  and  surely  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  this  also 
was  to  humour  the  Jews.  The  only  reason  for  it  was,  that  they 
kaew  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  that  the  fact  would  be  so.  Thus 
Jeremiah  foretels  the  captivity  and  restoration  of  Elam,  Jer.  xlix. 
Si — 39,  and  of  Moab.  chap,  xlviii.  47,  as  Isaiah  doth  concerning 
Cyrus,  Isa.  xxii.  1 — 7,  18,  and  Ezekiel  concerning  Egypt,  Ezek. 
xxix.  1—13,14. 

With  regard  to  the  prophecies  relating  to  the  Messiah,  he  pre- 
tends that  the  Messiah  spoken  of  by  the  prophets  was  to  be  no 
more  than  a  temporal  prince,  and  his  Kingdom  of  a  worldly  nature ; 
and  that  he  was  only  to  be  a  king  of  the  Jews,  and  a  national  De« 
liverer  and  Saviour  of  them  only,  and  not  of  the  Gentiles.  And  lie 
farther  intimates,  that  this  promise  of  the  Messiah  was  only  condi- 
tional, and  suspended  upon  the  Jews'  good  behaviour,  as  the  pro- 
mise of  the  uninterruptea  succession  of  the  crown  in  David's  family 
was  conditional.  The  proper  place  for  considering  this  will  l>e 
when  I  come  more  particularly  to  examine  the  objections  he  raises 
a^inst  the  New  Testament;  when  I  propose  to  show,  that  the 
kingdom  attributed  to  the  Messiah  by  the  prophets  is  not  merely 
like  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  of  a  secular  nature,  but  erected 
for  spiritual  ends  and  purposes,  and  that  it  is  represented  by  the 
prophets  as  an  universal  benefit,  not  confined  to  the  Jews^  but  ex- 
tending to  all  nations.  From  whence  it  follows,  that  the  promise 
of  the  Messiah  was  not  merely  conditioned,  to  depend  upon  the  re- 
pentance and  obedience  of  the  Jews ;  for  why  should  a  benefit  de- 
signed for  mankind  in  general,  be  suspended  upon  the  good  beha- 
viour of  the  Jews  only  ?  nor  is  this  condition  ever  once  mentioned. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  foretold  in  the  prophecies,  that  when  he  ac- 
tually came,  the  Jews  would  reject  him,  and  use  him  ill ;  and  that 
soon  after  his  coming  and  being  cut  off,  their  city  and  sanctuary 
should  be  destroyed,  though  it  is  intimated,  that  afterwards  they 
fihould  seek  to  him  in  the  latter  days,  and  be  restored  to  a  l.iappy 


Digitized 


by  Google 


150  A    VINDICATION    OF 

state.  This  future  convereion  of  the  Jews,  and  a  more  glorious 
state  of  the  universal  church  than  hath  hitherto  appeared,  many 
of  the  prophecies  seem  to  point  to :  and  I  doubt  not  these  pro*- 
phecies  will  in  their  due  season  be  accomplished,  though  I  am  seit- 
sible  that  by  this,  I  incur  the  author's  heavy  censure,  who  severely 
inveighs  against  those  that  understand  the  prophecies  in  this  sense, 
as  upnolding  the  Jews  in  their  vanity  and  presumption. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  farther  reflections  he  makes  upon  the  pro- 
phets, he  observes,  that  by  *  pretending  too  much  to  the  knowledge 
of  future  events,  the  prophets  sometimes  told  lies  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  as  four  hundred  of  them  did  at  once  in  the  case  of  Ahab/ 
Thus  in  order  to  expose  the  true  prophets  of  God  he  confounds 
them  with  the  false  ones,  as  if  they  were  to  be  accountable.for  all 
the  falsehoods  that  were  ever  uttered  by  any  that  took  upon  them 
the  name  of  prophet.  It  will  be  easily  granted,  that  there  were  at 
that  time  false  prophets  as  well  as  true  ones.  Some  of  these  might 
perhaps  have  been  educated  in  the  prophetic  schools  under  the  dis- 
cipline of  the  true  prophets,  and  under  that  pretence  took  upon 
them  the  character  of  prophets,  though  they  never  had  any  extra- 
ordinary inspiration,  merely  for  serving  their  own  ends  of  ambition 
or  avarice.  Or  there  might  be  schools  of  prophets  set  up  under  the 
countenance  of  the  kin^s  in  opposition  to  the  true  ones,  whom 
they  hated  for  their  divine  zeal  and  impartiality  in  reproving  their 
faults  and  vices.  But  these  prophets,  concerning  whom,  it  is  often 
declared,  that  God  did  not  send  them,  and  that  they  prophesied  *u 
false  vision,  and  the  deceit  of  their  own  heart,'  were  ot  a  very  differ- 
ent character  from  the  true  prophets  of  the  Lord.  They  were  too 
complaisant  to  contradict  the  court  religion,  or  the  prevailing 
fashionable  vices  and  humours  of  the  prince  or  people.  They  are 
represented  as  very  wicked  themselves,  and  encouraging  the  people 
in  their  wickedness,  see  Jer.  xxiii.  11,  14 — 17;  xxviii.  7,  Instead 
of  denouncing  judgments  against  them  for  their  crimes,  they  pro- 
phesied of  nothing  but  peace  and  prosperity,  and  soothed  and  flat- 
tered them  in  their  vices,  Jer.  vi.  14 ;  xiv.  13 ;  Ezek.  xiii.  10,  16. 
And  thejr  were  so  far  from  joining  willi  the  true  prophets,  that  they 
were  their  greatest  enemies  and  persecutors,*  and  joined  interests 
with  the  corrupt  part  of  the  priesthood  against  them,  and  had  the 
people  on  their  side  too,  because  they  pleased  and  flattered  them, 
Jer.  V.  31.  These  false  prophets  were  ready  as  occasion  served, 
and  as  they  saw  it  would  please  the  king  or  people,  to  prophesy  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  or  in  the  name  of  Baal,  Jer.  ii.  8 ;  xxiii.  13. 

Of  this  kind  were  the  four  hundred  prophets  that  prophesied 
falsely  to  Ahab  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Hence  Micaiah,  the  true 
prophet  of  God,  represents  them  as  Ahab's  prophets,  and  not  God's. 
They  were  such  as  he  himself  chose  and  approved,  because  they 
always  took  care  to  prophesy  what  they  knew  would  be  acceptable 
to  him.    Whereas  he  hated  Micaiah,  because  he  dealt  impartially 

•  See  Jer.  xx.  2,  6 ;  xxvii.  9,  16  j  xxviii.  2, 10,  11,  16  j  xxix.  21,  23,  32  j  1  Kiogi 
xxu.  24,  • 
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trith  him,  and  told  him  the  plain  truth.  This  author  indeed  would 
have  it  thought,  that  these  four  hundred  prophets  bade  him  go  up  to 
Ramoth-Gilead,  with  a  design  that  he  should  be  killed  by  the  Sy- 
rians  in  revenge  for  the  propliets  of  the  Lwd  whom  he  had  caused 
to  be  slaiu  before.  Whereas  the  truth  is,  they  only  said  so,  be- 
cause they  knew  it  would  please  the  king,  which  was  all  these 
court  prophets  had  in  view,  who  were  always  for  prophesyinff 
smooth  and  acceptable  things.  Besides  they  probaUy  flattered 
themselves  that  the  king  would  prove  victorious,  which  seemed  far 
more  likely  than  the  contrary,  as  he  had  defeated  the  Syrians  in 
the  two  last  battles  he  had  fought  with  them,  and  now  had  the 
king  of  Judah  to  assist  him.  But  Micaiali,  who  was  a  true  prophet 
of  the  Lord,  conducted  himself  after  a  quite  different  manner.  He 
discovers  his  own  character,  and  that  of  all  the  true  prophetsjof  God, 
in  the  answer  he  made  to  the  king's  messenger,  who  was  for  per- 
suading him  to  speak  ^  that  which  was  good  unto  the  king,  as  the 
other  prophets  had  done ;  as  the  Lord  liveth,  what  the  Lord  saith 
unto  me,  that  will  I  speak,*  1  Kings  xxii.  13,  14.  And  accord- 
ingly he  plainly  told  Ahab,  that  if  he  went  up  to  Ramoth-Gilead 
he  should  die.  It  was  impossible  for  him  in  a  human  way  to  fore- 
see that  a  Syrian  drawing  his  bow  at  a  venture,  should  smite  the 
king  of  Israel  between  the  'joints  of  the  harness.'  No  event 
could  be  seemingly  more  contingent.  And  Ahab  took  all  the 
precautions  in  his  power  to  prevent  it  by  disguising  himself, 
and  getting  Jehoshaphat  to  put  on  his  robes.  And  yet  Micaiah 
speaks  of  his  death  with  an  absolute  assurance,  and  pawns  hii| 
liberty  and  life  upon  it,  ver.  27,  28,  he  was  sure  of  it,  because  he 
was  supematurally  inspired  with  the  knowledge  of  it  by  God  him- 
self. No  consequence,  therefore,  can  be  drawn  from  the^false  pro- 
phets to  the  true  ones ;  that  because  there  were  some  that  falsely 
pretended  to  divine  inspiration,  therefore  there  were  none  that  were 
really  thus  inspired.  Since  in  the  instance  produced  by  this  wri- 
ter, though  there  was  a  number  of  persons  that  falsely  pretended 
to  the  name  of  prophets,  yet  tliere  was  a  true  prophet  of 
the  Lord,  who  had  the  knowledge  of  a  future  contingency 
revealed  to  him  in  an  extraordinary  manner  by  God  himselC 
The  charactere  of  the  false  prophets  and  the  true  were  en- 
tirely different,  and  it  was  no  hard  matter  to  distinguish  them ;  not 
only  because  of  the  difflerent  tendency  of  their  doctrines  and  predic- 
tions, which  in  the  one  was  to  flatter  the  kings  and  people  for  their 
own  interest,  and  to  encourage  them  in  their  vices ;  in  the  other  to 
reprove  them  impartially  even  at  the  hazard  of  their  own  lives  for 
their  sins,  and  to  turn  them  from  their  evil  ways  to  real  repentance, 
and  the  practice  of  righteousness.  But  especially  because  the  one 
were  enabled  clearly  and  certainly  to  foretel  future  events  which 
no  human  knowledge  could  foresee,  and  which  were  exactly  ac- 
complished ;  but  the  other  either  spoke  only  in  general  ambiguous 
terms,  or  if  they  undertook  to  foretel  things  future  clearly  and  ex- 
pressly, were  confuted  by  the  event,  as  Ahab*s  prophets  were.  And 
whenever  they  pretended  to  come  in  competition  with  the  true  pro- 
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phets  to  God,  and  to  contradict  their  predictions,  God  gave  his  own 
prophets  a  visible  superiority^  sufficient  to  convince  all  that  ob- 
served of  the  great  difference  between  them.  This  appears  in  the  in- 
stance now  mentioned,  and  in  the  remarkable  contest  between  Han- 
aniah  and  Jeremiah,  of  which  we  have  an  account  in  chap;  xxviii. 
of  Jeremiah ;  where  Jeremiah  not  only  tells  him,  that  the  Lord 
had  not  sent  him ;  but  expressly  declares,  ^  Thus  saith  the  Lord, 
This  year  thou  shalt  die,  because  thou  hast  taught  rebellion  against 
the  Lord/  And  accordingly  he  died  that  year  in  the  seventh 
month,  see  ver.  16,  17.  So  in  the  case  of  Ahab  and  Zedekiah, 
who  prophesied  lies  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  Jeremiah  foretold  the 
dreadful  punishment  that  should  be  inflicted  on  them,  and  even 
the  particular  death  they  should  die ;  that  the  king  of  Babylon 
should  cause  *  them  to  be  roasted  in  the  fire.'  Jer.  xxix.  21 — 23. 

Thus  I  have  considered  the  attempts  this  writer  makes  aerainst 
the  prophets  with  respect  to  their  foretelling  things  to  come.  There 
is  no  accounting  for  their  many  clear,  express,  and  circumstantial 
predictions  of  mture  events  in  any  of  those  ways  which  he  men- 
tions, or  indeed  in  any  other  way  than  by  supposing  them  to  have 
the  knowledge  of  those  things  communicated  to  them  in  an  extra- 
ordinary way  by  God  himself;  for  it  is  the  peculiar  prerogative  of 
the  Supreme  Being,  the  most  wise  Governor  of  the  world  and  of 
mankind,  to  know  the  things  which  shall  be  hereafter.  And 
this  is  what  he  challenges  to  himself,  as  that  whereby  he  is 
eminently  distinguished  above  all  other  beings,  Isa.  ^li,  22,  23 ; 
Klvi.  9,  10, 


CHAPTER  IX- 


Some  general  reflecdons  on  the  attempt  the  author  makes  to  show,  that  the  prophets  were 
the  great  disturhers  of  their  country,  and  that  they  were  of  persecuting  principles, 
enemies  to  toleration  and  liberty  of  conscience.  It  is  shown  that  they  were  the  tru- 
est friends  to  their  country,  and  that  if  their  counsels  had  been  hearkened  to,  its  min 
would  have  been  prevented.  His  invective  against  the  prophet  Samuel,  whom  he  re- 
presents as  the  founder  of  the  prophetic  order.  His  pretence  that  he  kept  Saul  twenty 
yean  out  of  the  exercise  of  the  ro3ral  power,  after  be  was  chosen  king.  The  account 
he  gives  of  Samuel's  quarrel  against  Saul  for  deposing  him  from  the  high-priest- 
hood, and  of  the  sevend  plots  laid  by  him  for  the  destruction  of  that  prince,  especi- 
ally in  the  affair  of  the  Amalekiies,  considered.  In  what  sense  it  is  said  that  it  re- 
pented God  that  he  had  made  Saul  king.  That  this  was  not  a  pretence  of  Samuel  to 
cast  his  own  follies  and  want  of  foresight  upon  the  Almighty.  David's  character  con- 
sidered and  ?indicated.  His  behaviour  towards  Saul  shown  to  be  noble  and  generous. 
Notwkbstanding  the  faults  he  was  guilty  of,  in  his  general  conduct  he  was  an  excellent 
person.  Concerning  his  dancing  before  the  ark.  The  author's  base  representation  of  it. 
]x»rd  8  y's  acoount  of  it,  and  of  the  Baltant  naked  spirit  of  prophecy,  considered. 
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Let  us  now  proceed  to  what  our  author  offers  against  the  moral 
character  of  the  prophets,  and  particularly  the  attempt  he  makes 
to  show,  that  they  were  the  CTeat  incendiaries  and  disturbers  of 
their  country  for  above  three  nundred  years,  and  at  length  proved 
its  ruin.  This  is  the  substance  of  his  long  invective  for  above  thirty 
pages  together  from  p.  291  to  p.  323.  It  is  evident  he  intends  all 
this  merely  against  those  that  are  represented  in  Scripture  as  the 
true  prophets  of  the  Lord.  For  the  false  ones,  who  always  took 
care  for  their  own  interest  to  be  of  the  king's  religion,  and  never 
reproved  them  or  the  people  for  their  vices  and  idolatries,  do  not 
come  under  his  accusation*  And  he  speaks  of  Baal's  prophets 
with  great  complacency,  as  men  of  benevolent  dispositions,  and 
friends  to  toleration,  and  liberty  of  conscience. 

But  before  I  enter  on  a  distmct  consideration  of  this  writer's  in* 
yective,  I  cannot  but  make  this  one  general  remark  upon  it ;  how 
inconsistent  he  is  with  himself  in  the  account  he  gives  of  the  pro- 
phets and  their  conduct.  He  represents  them  as  persons  that  by 
their  original  institution  were  to  *  live  in  a  low  abstemious  way,  re- 
tired from  the  world  without  ambition  or  avarice,  and  wholly  de- 
voted to  contemplation  and  study.  That  they  were  never  to  in- 
volve themselves  in  secular  affairs,  to  push  at  fortune,  or  to  make 
any  great  figure  or  splendid  appearance  in  the  world.*  And  again 
he  talks  of  *  their  absolute  retirement  and  recess  from  the  business 
and  pleasures  of  the  world.'  And  yet  the  same  author  that  gives 
this  account  of  them,  represents  them  as  continually  engaged  in  all 
the  disturbances  ^nd  revolutions  of  the  state,  raising  numberless 
rebellions  and  commotions,  able  to  turn  out  one  royal  family,  and 
place  another  upon  the  throne  at  pleasure.  And  what  makes  this 
still  more  extraordinary  is,  that  by  his  own  account,  these  prophets 
must  have  had  very  little  interest.  He  represents  the  kings  as  en- 
gaged in  a  perpetual  struggle  and  contest  with  them ;  and  that 
'  the  priests  generally  hated  them,  for  declaiming  against  them,  and 
endeavouring  to  keep  the  people  to  the  moral  law,  and  take  them 
off  from  their  superstitious  dependence  upon  sacrifices  and  absolu- 
tions ;'  and  that  *  herein  the  people  were  generally  in  the  interests 
of  the  priests,'  p.  304,  And  to  this  it  may  oe  added,  that  the  false 
prophets  who  were  countenanced  by  the  kings,  and  who  joined  in- 
terests with  the  priests,  and  flattered  and  pleased  the  people,  op- 
posed and  hated  the  true  prophets  of  the  Lord.  Now  this  being 
the  case ;  that  a  few  men  brea  up  in  colleges  and  places  of  retire- 
ment, without  ambition  or  avance,  retired  from  tne  noise  of  the 
world,  and  devoted  to  study  and  contemplation,  and  who  had  the 
kings,  the  priests,  the  pretended  prophets  and  body  of  the  people 
against  them,  should  yet  have  it  in  their  power  to  overturn  king- 
doms, to  raise  perpetual  insurrections  and  commotions,  and  to 
transfer  the  crown,  when  they  pleased  from  one  roval  family  to 
another,  without  money,  vnthout  interest,  without  force,  yea  all 
these  engaged  in  an  opposition  to  them,  is  a  supposition  so  wild 
and  extravagant,  that  one  would  think  scarce  any  man  in  his  senses 
was  capable  of  admitting  it.     But  there  is  nothing  that  has  a  wider 
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swallow  than  infidelity^  which  though  it  makes  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty on  the  side  of  revelation  an  insuperable  objection,  can  admit 
the  most  absurd  and  unaccountable  suppositions  in  the  worid  in 
fiivour  of  a  darling  scheme. 

The  general  charge  he  advances  against  the  prophets,  and  which 
be  supposes  to  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  the  commotions  and  in* 
surrectionsy  the  religious  wars  and  massacres  of  which  he  accuses 
them,  is  their  zeal  against  idolatry,  which  he  represents  as  if  they 
were  utter  enemies  to  all  toleration  and  religious  liberty.  And  on 
the  other  hand  he  commends  the  kings  that  are  branded  in  Scrip- 
ture for  their  wickedness  and  idolatry,  as  only  maintaining  indul- 
gence, toleration,  and  liberty  of  conscience. 

That  by  the  law  of  Moses  there  was  to  be  no  toleration  of  idolatry 
in  the  commonwealth  of  Israel,  is  very  true,  and  has  been  already 
accounted  for.  They  were  not,  indeed,  brought  under  an  obligation 
to  endeavour  to  extirpate  idolatry  in  all  other  countries  by  fire  and 
sword,  as  this  writer  represents  it,  but  they  were  not  to  suffer  it  in 
their  own.  Idolatry  was  the  most  express  breach  of  the  original 
contract  or  covenant  between  God  and  them,  by  which  they  held 
the  land  of  Canaan,  and  all  their  privileges  as  a  peculiar  people^ 
and  was  a  subverting  the  whole  constitution.  The  Kings,  therefore, 
whom  this  author  honours  with  the  glorious  title  of  friends  of 
toleration  and  liberty  of  conscience  (though  I  shall  show  they  were 
far  from  proceeding  upon  this  principle,  except  by  toleration  be 
meant  a  lioerty  for  idolatry,  but  not  for  the  true  worship  of  God) 
were  really  guilty  of  subverting  the  fundamental  laws,  and  were 
the  greatest  enemies  to  their  country,  and  took  tbe  readiest  way  to 
expose  it  to  the  greatest  miseries  and  calamities,  which  had  in  that 
case  been  expressly  threatened  in  the  original  covenant.  And  those 
that  at  the  liazard  of  all  that  was  dear  to  them  stood  up  for  the 
ancient  constitution,  established  by  the  express  command  and  au- 
thority of  God  himself,  and  bore  testimony  against  that  prevailing 
idolatry  and  wickedness  which  they  knew  tended  to  dissolve  and 
ruin  the  state,  and  brin^  captivity  and  desolation  upon  princes  and 
people,  showed  themselves  the  truest  patriots,  and  discovered  a 
noble  zeal  for  the  wel&re,  the  glory,  and  prosperity  of  their  country. 
But  when  we  farther  consider  them  as  extraordinarily  sent  and 
commissioned  by  Grod  himself  for  that  purpose,  this  surely  doth 
fully  justify  them.  When  with  a  noble  and  impartial  zeal  they 
reproved  kings,  and  the  greatest  men,  for  their  idolatry  and  other 
vices,  and  foretold  the  dreadful  judgments  and  calamities  that 
would  be.  inflicted  on  them  without  reformation  and  repentance,  in 
all  this  they  only  executed  the  commission  which  God  intrusted 
them  with,  and  delivered  the  messages  which  he  sent  them  upon* 
And  if  this  author  will  undertake  to  prove,  that  it  was  unjust  in 
God  to  inflict  those  jud^ents  on  wicked  and  idolatrous  kings, 
and  on  a  sinful  and  rebellious  people,  he  will  do  something ;  but  if 
it  was  not  wrong  in  God  to  inflict  them,  it  was  not  wrong  in  the 
prophets  to  denounce  them,  when  he  sent  them  to  do  it  in  his 
name.    And  indeed  his  raising  up  a  succession  of  prophets  to  give 
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tbem  such  solemn  warnings,  and  exhort  them  to  repentance,  and 
enabling  them  clearly  and  expresdy  to  foretel  the  calamities  that 
should  befal  them  and  their  kings,  whereby,  when  they  came  to 
pass,  they  might  know  that  they  were  sent  upon  them  in  a  way  of 
judgment  for  their  sins.  This  was  a  signal  instance  of  the  divine 
mercy  towards  a  guilty  people,  and  showed  what  proper  methods 
he  took  to  prevent  that  aestruction  which  they  were  bringing  upon 
themselves.  And  if  the  body  of  the  people  and  their  kings  still 
continued  incorrigible  under  all  the  methods  made  use  of  by  divine 
providence  to  reclaim  them,  both  by  the  judgments  inflicted  on 
tbem,  and  the  many  signal  mercies  and  deliverances  he  vouchsafed 
them  from  time  to  time,  and  which  were  also  expressly  foretold  by 
the  prophets  he  sent  to  warn  them  in  his  name,  this  only  showed 
how  just  it  was  at  length  to  inflict  upon  them  that  utter  ruin  and 
captivity  which  had  been  so  long  threatened,  and  which  they  had 
so  well  deserved.  But  to  lay  this  their  ruin  to  the  charge  of  the 
prophets,  and  to  represent  them  as  the  cause  of  all  their  miseries  is 
the  most  unjust  thing  in  the  world,  when  the  very  contrary  to  this 
is  manifestly  true,  that  if  their  faithful  counsels,  their  solemn  warn- 
ings, and  earnest  exhortations  had  been  hearkened  unto,  and  com- 
plied with,  the  destruction  of  that  people  had  been  prevented. 
And  it  was  the  rejecting  their  wholesome  and  excellent  admonitions 
that  brought  misery  and  ruin  on  *  that  ancient  and  famous  nation,'' 
as  our  author  calls  them,  p.  320,  which  is  the  only  place  in  his 
book  where  he  seems  to  speak  honourably  of  the  Jews,  with  a 
view  to  lay  the  greater  load  upon  the  prophets  for  causing  their 
ruin.  ' 

But  let  us  now  proceed  to  the  instance  he  brings  to  make  good 
his  general  charge. 

lie  first  falls  into  a  furious  invective  against  the  prophet  Samud, 
whom  he  represents  as  the  founder  of  tne  prophetical  order.  By 
his  own  account,  his  design  in  instituting  that  order  was  to  ^  re- 
store learning  and  virtue,  to  keep  the  people  to  the  moral  law,  and 
to  restrain  the  vices  both  of  priests  and  people :'  he  represents  him 
as  endeavouring  to  retrieve  as  much  *  wisdom  and  knowledge'  as 
he  could  '  from  its  ancient  ruins,'  and  taking  care  that  the  pro- 
phets should  be  instructed  and  educated  in  it ;  and  tells  us  that 
the  *  proper  business  and  design  of  their  institution  and  order  was 
to  preach  up  moral  truth  and  righteousness.'  One  would  think 
the  author  of  this  '  most  wise  and  excellent  constitution,'  as  he 
himself  calls  it,  must  have  been  a  wise  and  excellent  person.  It  is 
true  that  after  giving  this  account  of  the  institution  of  the  prophetic 
order,  he  pretends,  p.  292,  to  let  us  into  a  farther  view  of  Samuel's 
design  in  that  institution.  He  tells  us,  that  upon  the  people's  de- 
siring a  king,  Samuel,  who  saw  *  the  revolution  that  must  soon 
happen  in  the  state,  instituted  this  academic  order  of  prophets, 
who  by  their  weight  and  influence  with  the  people,  were  to  moderate^ 
and  restrain  the  power  of  the  kings,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  the 
princes  and  people  too  within  the  boundaries  of  the  moral  law.' 
Thus  those  prophets  who,  according  to  our  author,  were  no  more 
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than  moralists  and  philosophers,  or  preachers  of  '  moral  truth  and 
righteousness/  and  who  by  their  institution  *  were  wholly  devoted 
to  contemplation  and  study,'  and  '  never  to  involve  themselves  in 
secular  affairs :  these  men  were  at  the  same  time  instituted  and  de- 
signed to  hold  the  balance  in  the  state,  and  to  govern  kings  and 
people  as  they  pleased.  One  would  think  by  this  representation 
that  they  were  invested  with  a  power  like  that  of  the  Ephori, 
amone  the  Lacedemonians.  But  then  he  should  have  supposed 
them  Tike  those  Ephori,  the  first  men  in  the  state,  at  the  head  of 
all  affairs,  and  not  a  mere  order  of  academics,  men  devoted  to  study 
and  philosophy,  and  that  were  never  to  concern  themselves  in  state 
affairs  at  all.  This  may  give  the  reader  a  specimen  of  our  author's 
profound  skill  in  politics,  and  how  well  qualified  he  is  for  forming 
plans  for  republics,  and  schemes  of  government.  However  one 
should  think  that  it  was  an  excellent  design  if  it  could  be  effected, 
and  what  all  the  states  in  the  world  should  wish  for,  to  have  an 
order  of  persons  among  them  that  might  *  keep  the  princes  and 
people  too  within  the  boundaries  of  the  moral  law ;'  still  Samuel's 
design  even  upon  this  representation  of  it  was  very  good.  But  the 
author  who  has  hitherto  observed  some  measures  with  regard  to 
Samuel,  soon  throws  off  all  disguise,  and  represents  him  as  engaged 
in  restless  attempts  to  destroy  his  king,  and  ruin  his  country ;  as 
carrying  on  a  series  of  wicked  frauds,  treasons,  and  conspiracies  for 
gratifying  his  own  ambition  and  resentment,  and  sanctifying  all 
with  the  pretence  of  religion,  and  the  holy  name  of  Qod.  It  is  thus 
that  this  spiteful  writer  abuses  and  calumniates  one  of  the  brightest 
characters  in  Scripture,  and  one  of  the  most  excellent  governors  we 
read  of  in  history.  As  a  prophet  he  was  so  eminent,  that  we  are 
told  that  even  while  he  was  yet  young,  the  '  Lord  was  yet  with 
him,  and  did  not  let  one  of  his  words  fall  to  the  ground  :  so  that 
all  Israel  from  Dan  even  to  Beersheba,  knew  that  Samuel  was  es- 
tablished to  be  a  prophet  of  the  Lord,'  1  Sam.  iii.  19 — 21.  As  a 
governor  he  not  only  aelivered  his  country  firom  their  most  danger- 
ous enemies  and  oppressors ;  but  after  he  had  governed  them  many 
J  ears  to  his  old  age,  was  able  to  appeal  to  the  whole  nation,  whether 
e  had  in  any  one  sinde  instance  defrauded  or  oppressed  any  of 
them,  or  been  guilty  of  the  least  corruption  or  wrong.  And  no- 
thing could  be  more  glorious  than  the  testimony  that  was  given  by 
the  united  suffrage  of  all  the  people,  joined  with  a  solemn  appeal 
to  God  himself,  concerning  the  untainted  integrity,  justice,  and 
clemency  he  had  shown,  in  the  whole  course  of  his  administration ; 
see  1  Sam.  xii.  1 — 5.  And  accordingly  not  only  was  he  respected  by 
the  whole  nation  when  alive,  and  lamented  when  dead,  1  Sam.  xxv. 
1,  but  his  memory  was  always  had  in  great  veneration  among  them. 
Nor  is  he  ever  spoken  of  by  any  writer  of  that  nation,  but  with  the 
highest  esteem  and  admiration  for  his  piety  and  virtue.  And  yet 
our  author  does  his  utmost  to  traduce  him  as  a  monster  of  pride, 
ambition,  falsehood,  and  revenge.  He  represents  this  excellent 
man,  who  on  all  occasions  showed  such  a  love  to  his  country  and  a 
zeal  for  his  welfare,  as  '  having  little  compassion  for  his  country,' 
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in  its  greatest  calamity^  and  '  beholding  the  devastation  of  it  by  the 
Philistines,  not  only  with  indifference  but  with  pleasure/  in  hopes 
that  the  king  whom  he  himself  had  recommended  to  the  people 
should  be  destroyed.  And  when  he  speaks  of  the  victories  Saul 
obtained  over  the  enemies  of  his  country,  and  his  *  settling  the 
nation  in  peace/  he  represents  this  as  done  to  the  '  great  mor- 
tification of  this  prophet/  and  in  spite  of  all  the  opposition  of 
Samuel  and  the  prophets,  see  pp.  295,  296,  298.  Yea,  ne  descends 
so  low  in  his  invectives,  as  to  insinuate  that  Samuel  caused  the 
asses  of  Saul's  father  to  be  stolen,  and  so  was  able  to  '  tell  Saul 
what  had  betided  them/  p.  305.  It  would  be  honouring  such 
mean  and  spiteful  reflections  too  much  to  give  them  a  particular 
answer,  which  have  not  the  least  pretence  from  history  to  support 
them,  and  only  show  the  determmed  hatred  and  malice  of  this 
writer  against  the  man  whom  he  supposes  to  have  been  the  father 
and  founder  of  the  prophets. 

I  shall  only  take  notice  of  those  reflections  which  he  pretends  to 
support  from  the  account  given  us  in  the  history  itself.  Thus  he 
most  absurdly  pretends,  that  after  Saul  was  chosen  king  at  Mizpah, 
Samuel  presently  sent  him  home  again,  where  he  lived  a  private  lifei 
for  at  least  twenty  years,  whilst'  Samuel  really  exercised  the  regal 
power.  And  that  it  was  upon  the  occasion  of  the  Ammonites  be- 
sieging Jabesh  Gilead,  and  the  success  Saul  obtained  against  them, 
that  he  was  invested  with  '  the  real  state,  power,  and  grandeur  of 
a  king,'  because  the  people  would  have  it  so  ;  and  Samuel,  against 
his  own  inclination,  was  under  a  necessity  to  comply  with  it.  And 
'  that  this  must  not  have  been  less  than  twenty  years  after  Saul 
had  been  first  anointed,  he  says  is  plain,  because  Saul,  when  first 
anointed,  was  but  a  young  man,  as  the  text  tells  us,  and  Josephus 
saith  he  was  then  thirtv,  and  therefore  Jonathan  then  could  be  but 
a  child,  but  now  Jonatnan  was  grown  up  an  expert  soldier,  and  the 
chief  captain  under  the  king/  p.  294.  But  if  this  writer  will  govern 
himself  by  the  chronology  of^  Josephus,  the  besieging  of  Jabesh 
Gilead  by  the  Ammonites  was  but  a  month  after  Saul's  inauguration 
at  Mizpah,  though  our  author  makes  it  to  be  no  less  than  twenty 
years.  And  that  this  was  in  some  ancient  copies  of  the  books  of 
Samuel,  or  at  least  was  an  ancient  tradition  among  the  Jews,  may 
well  be  supposed,  since  the  Septuagint  have  it  in  their  translation 
of  1  Sam.  xi.  1.  Then  Nahash  the  Ammonite  '  came  up  about  a 
month  afler,'  &c.,  wc  fifiva,  and  that  it  could  be  but  a  short  time,  is 
evident  because  it  appears  from  what  Samuel  saith  to  the  people  of 
Israel,  1  Sam.  xii.  12,  that  the  war  which  '  Nahash  the  Ammonite 
threatened  them  with/  was  the  immediate  occasion  of  their  desiring 
a  king  to  reign  over  them.  And  accordingly  the  first  action  we 
read  of  after  Saul's  being  chosen  king,  is  that  ^  Nahash  the  Am- 
monite came  up  and  encamped  against  Jabesh  Gilead,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  which  thereupon  sent  to  Saul  for  assistance  and  relief.  The 
solemn  renewal  and  confirmation  of  the  kingdom  to  Saul  at  Gilgal, 
which  followed  immediately  on  the  victory  lie  obtained  on  that  oc- 
casion, appears  plainly  to  have  been  done  at  Samuel's  own  motion^ 
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though  o«r  author  thinks  proper  to  represent  it  as  if  it  was  very 
much  against  his  incHnation,  and  because  the  people  forced  him  to 
it;  see  1  Sam.  xL  14.  If^  Uierefore^  this  writer's  observation  was 
ri^ht,  that  at  the  time  of  renewing  the  kingdom  to  Saul  at  Qilgal 
wtth  the  universal  consent  of  the  peoole^  which  was  immediately 
after  the  afiair  at  Jabesh  Gilead^  Jonatnan  was  grown  up  and  be- 
come an  expert  soldier,  it  wouki  only  follow  that  Saul,  at  the  time 
of  his  being  first  anointed  king  by  Samuel,  at  Ramah,  was  several 
years  above  thirty,  which  is  the  age  that  Josephus  assigns  him  ac- 
cording to  our  author,  though  I  have  not  found  it  so  in  Josephus 
kimsem  But  he  objects,  that  the  text  tells  us  that  Saul  was  then 
but  a  '  young  man.'  But  the  word  in  the  original  which  our 
translators  there  render  a  '  choice  young  man,'  *!?n3  properly  sig- 
nifies no  more  than  a  *  choice  man,'  and  so  is  sometimes  rendered 
by  our  translators,  as  in  2  Sam.  vi.  2,  where  it  is  made  to  signify 
the  *  chosen  men  of  Israel.'  The  words  which  are  more  pecunarly 
used  in  Scripture  to  signify  young  men,  are  not  applied  to  Saul  at 
all.  Or  if  they  were,  he  might  have  been  forty  years  old  for  all  that ; 
as  is  plain  from  the  instance  of  Rehoboam,  who  is  called  a  ^  young 
man  *fy^.  And  yet  it  is  certain  that  he  was  then  one  and  forty 
years  old.  Compare  2  Chron.  xii.  13,  with  chap.  xiii.  7.  But  we 
need  not  suppose  Saul  so  old.  The  first  time  that  Jonathan  is  men- 
tioned is  I  Sam.  xiii*  2,  where  Saul  is  represented  as  giving  him  the 
command  of  a  '  thousand  men.'  And  it  appears  from  the  first  verse  of 
that  chapter  that  this  was  two  years  at  least,  probably  three  (if  we 
take  the  'one  year'  and  '  the  two  years'  there  mentioned  as  dis- 
tinct from  one  another)  after  his  solemn  confirmation  at  Gilgal.  So 
that  if  we  suppose  Saul  to  have  been  no  more  than  thirty-four 
when  he  was  first  anointed  by  Samuel  at  Ramah,  which  was  some 
time  before  his  inauguration  at  Mizpab,  as  that  was  some  time 
before  the  renewal  and  confirmation  of  his  kingdom  at  Gilgal,  he 
must  be  at  the  time  when  Jonathan  is  first  mentioned  near  thirty- 
eight  :  and  supposing  Saul  to  have  had  Jonathan  when  he  was 
eighteen,  which  is  far  from  being  an  absurd  supposition,  then  Jona- 
than, at  the  time  referred  to,  might  be  twenty  years  old,  an  age 
sufficient  for  martial  exploits.  The  great  Alexander  was  but  twenty 
when  he  came  to  the  throne,  and  showed  himself,  to  our  author's 
phrase,  *  an  expert  soldier'  in  many  wars  in  which  he  was  imme- 
diately engaged ;  and  he  had  distinguished  himself  in  an  extra- 
ordinary manner  before  this  at  the  battle  of  Chaevonea,  when  he 
was  but  a  little  above  eighteen  vears  old;  and  when  he  was  but 
sixteen  he  was  left  by  his  father  his  lieutenant  in  Macedonia,  and 
signalized  himself  by  glorious  military  exploits  at  the  head  of  an 
army,  as  Plutarch  informs  us.  And  if  we  suppose  Jonathan  to 
have  been  as  forward  as  Alexander  was,  then  we  need  not  suppose 
Saul,  at  his  being  first  anointed,  to  have  been  much  above  the  age 
assigned  to  him,  as  this  author  tells  us  by  Josephus,  and  which  he 
himself  seems  to  approve,  and  so  his  mighty  chronological  com- 
putation with  all  he  builds  upon  it,  falls  to  the  ground. 

This  writer  next  pretends  to  give  us  the  true  reason  oLthe  quarrel 
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between  Samuel  and  Saul.  It  was  ^  because  after  the  kingdom 
wa8  confirmed  to  him,  he  deposed  Samuel  from  the  high  priesuiood 
which  he  had  usurped ,  and  put  in  Ahia^  who  was  the  right  heir 
from  Eli,  which  so  highly  exasperated  the  prophet,  that  from  that 
time  he  projected  the  ruin  of  Saul  and  his  iamily,  and  was  resolved 
to  con vi  ace  the  king,  that  no  king  of  Israel  must  ever  pretend  to 
reign  independent  cl  the  prophetic  order/  Now  all  this  which  he 
gives  us  for  history  is  purely  a  fiction  of  his  own.  He  says  it  is 
'  plain  from  the  history  that  Samuel  had  taken  upon  him  the  high- 

Eriesthood ;'  and  yet  there  is  not  one  word  of  this  in  the  whole 
istory  of  Samuel.  It  is  plain  indeed  from  the  history  that  Samuel 
was  a  prophet,  and  that  ne  judged  the  people.  But  the  office  of 
judge  was  entirely  distinct  from  the  high  priesthood,  nor  had 
there  been  any  one  of  the  judges  that  was  an  high  priest  except 
Eli.  The  first  time  that  mention  is  made  of  Ahia  is  1  Sam.  xiv.  3, 
where  he  is  mentioned  as  the  hi^h  priest,  and  is  plainly  supposed 
to  have  been  so  before ;  but  of  his  being  made  high  priest  by  Saul, 
or  of  Samuel's  being  deposed  from  that  office,  there  is  not  the  least 
hint  given.  So  that  all  this  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  his 
invective  against  Samuel  is  his  own  invention,  and  only  shows 
how  ready  he  is  to  forge  history  when  he  cannot  find  it  for  his 
purpose. 

The  account  he  gives,  pp.  296, 297,  is  written  in  the  same  spirit. 
After  m^itioning  a  '  battle  and  a  complete  victory  gained  by  the 
Philistines,'  of  which  the  history  saith  nothing  at  aU,  he  proceeds 
to  tell  us,  that  *  Saul  waited  seven  days  for  Samuel,  who  had  pro* 
mised  to  come  to  him  ;  and  the  seven  days  being  out,  he  ordered 
sacrifices  to  implore  the  divine  protection  against  so  formidable  an 
enemv>  See,  and  that  as  soon  as  Saul  had  done  this,  Samuel,  who 
had  lain  by  as  unconcerned  before,  came  and  charged  the  king 
vrith  a  great  act  of  wickedness  and  disobedience,  as  having  invaded 
the  priestly  office,  for  which  he  declared,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
that  the  kmg  had  forfeited  his  crown  and  kingdom.'  But  it  is  no 
way  probabte  that  Saul  stayed  till  the  seven  days  were  out,  or  quite 
expired,  but  rather  that  tnrough  rashness  or  impatience  on  the 
seventh  day  he  began  to  offer  sacrifices.  If  he  had  staid  but  a  little 
longer^  Samuel  would  have  come  according  to  his  promise,  who  was 
then  upon  the  way,  and  came  when  Saul  had  just  offered  the  burnt* 
offerings,  before  he  had  time  to  offer  the  peace-ofierings,  as  he  had 
intended  to  do.  Nor  doth  it  appear  from  the  text  that  Samuel 
charged  Saul  with  wickedness  in  invading  the  priestly  office,  or 
that  this  was  the  crime  by  which  he  had  forfeited  his  crown  and 
kingdom.  For  it  is  not  improbable  there  were  priests  with  him  by 
whom  he  might  offer  sacrifices.  But  the  fault  he  is  charged  with 
is  this,  that  he  had  disobeyed  the  express  command  of  God  him- 
self, see  I  Sam.  xiii.  13.  Samuel  said  to  him,  '  Thou  hast  done 
ibolishly,  thou  hast  not  kept  the  commandment  of  the  Lord  thy 
God  which  he  commanded  tnee.'  And  he  repeats  this  charge  again 
in  the  next  verse.  There  had  been  an  express  command  delivered 
to  him  by  Samuel  in  the  name  of  God,  enjoining  him  to  go  to 
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Gilgal,  and  not  to  offer  bumt-offerings  or  peace-offerings  till  Samuel 
came  with  directions  to  him  from  God  himself,  to  show  him  what 
he  was  to  do.  This  command  had  been  laid  iipon  him  when  he  was 
first  anointed  king,  see  1  Sam.  x.  8,  and  undoubtedly  it  had  been 
renewed  to  him  on  this  occasion ;  and  he  had  been  told  that  now 
was  the  time  come  for  his  obeying  what  had  been  enjoined  him  so 
long  before.  And  this  showed  that  the  command  was  of  import* 
ance>  and  that  there  were  some  particular  reasons  for  it,  though  we 
cannot  pretend  at  this  distance  to  say  distinctly  what  those  reasons 
were,  as  the  text  doth  not  inform  us  of  them.  However,  supposing 
it  to  have  been  an  express  command  from  God  delivered  to  Saul 
by  a  true  prophet  of  the  Lord  sent  and  inspired  by  him,  and  that 
Saul  himself  knew  and  believed  it  to  be  so,  then  his  not  fulfilling 
it  was  evidently  a  fault,  if  disobedience  to  God  be  so.  Now  this 
was  really  the  case.  All  Israel  knew  that  Samuel  was  a  true 
prophet  of  the  Lord,  and  that  God  *  did  not  let  any  of  his  words 
fall  to  the  ground,'  1  Sam.  iii.  19,  20.  And  Saul  had  particular 
reason  to  know  it,  both  from  the  several  convincing  proofs  he  him- 
self had  of  Samuel's  divine  inspiration  when  he  anointed  him  to  be 
king  over  Israel  at  Ramah,  and  from  what  had  since  happened 
when  the  kingdom  was  confirmed  to  him  at  Gilgal,  at  which  time 
God  gave  testimony  to  Samuel  from  heaven  in  a  most  extraordinary 
manner  before  Saul  and  the  whole  people  of  Israel,  1  Sam.  xii. 
16 — 19.  Saul  had  hitherto  had  the  highest  proofs  of  Samuers 
own  particular  good-will  and  friendship  to  him  (the  author's  in- 
sinuations to  the  contrary  are  perfectly  vain  and  groundless) ;  nor 
does  it  appear  that  he  had  the  least  doubt  concerning  Samuel's 
being  a  true  prophet,  and  that  what  he  enjoined  him  in  this  matter 
as  from  God  was  the  command  of  God  himself.  Accordingly,  when 
charged  with  not  keeping  the  commandment  which  '  God  had 
commanded  him,'  though  he  lays  hold  on  all  the  pretences  he  can 
to  excuse  himself,  he  doth  not  so  much  as  once  insinuate  that  he 
did  not  know  or  was  not  sure  that  God  had  commanded  it.  And 
this  being  the  case,  he  ought  not  on  any  pretence  whatsoever  to 
have  violated  what  he  knew  to  be  God's  express  command  to  him^ 
and  a  command  given  to  him  at  the  very  time  when  he  was  first 
anointed  king,  and  since  repeated  in  the  name  of  God.  And  if  the 
circumstances  were  trying  and  difficult,  which  was  all  that  he  had 
to  allege  for  himself  by  way  of  excuse,  this  was  the  time  for  show- 
ing his  obedience,  and  waiting  patiently  with  a  steady  trust  and 
dependence  upon  God  according  to  his  appointment,  in  which  case 
the  prophet  assures  him  his  kingdom  would  have  been  established. 
Whereas  now  he  lets  him  know  his  kingdom  should  not  continue, 
but  another  should  be  appointed  in  his  stead,  because  he  had  not 
kept  that  which  the  Lord  commanded  him.  But  the  sentence  pro- 
nounced against  him  seems  not  to  have  been  as  yet  absolute  and 
peremptory.  It  was  not  till  his  disobedience  in  the  affair  of  Amalek 
that  he  was  absolutely  rejected.  Nor  is  it  true,  as  this  writer 
tells  us,  that  Samuel  now  left  him  '  with  a  resolution  never  to  see 
his  face  more,'  of  which  the  text  saith  nothing  at  all.     On  the  con- 
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trary,  we  are  informed  that  Samuel  went  from  Gilgal  to  Qibeah, 
the  place  of  Saul's  usual  residence.  And  there  we  find  Saul  and 
Jonathan^  and  the  rest  of  the  people  got  together  immediately  after. 
Nor  is  there  any  likelihood  that  Samuel  would  have  gone  to  that 

Elace  if  he  had  intended  utterly  to  abandon  Saul;  and  never  to  see 
im  more. 

With  regard  to  the  expedition  against  Amalek,  our  author  goes 
on  in  his  wonted  strain  of  misrepresentation  and  calumny.  He  re- 
presents it  as  evident  that  the  sending  Saul  against  the  Amalekites, 
was  *  a  plot  laid  by  the  prophet  for  the  king's  destruction ;'  and 
that  therefore  he  onlered  that  the  soldiers  should  have  no  part  of 
the  booty  or  plunder,  with  an  intention  that  the  king  shoula  *  fall 
a  sacrifice  to  the  enraged  soldieiy ;'  and  that^  being  disappointed  in 
this,  he  '  went  oflF  in  a  rage,  and  privately  anointed  David/  pp. 
298,  289.  Here  our  author  very  wisely  takes  it  for  ^nted,  tnat 
Samuel  had  no  command  from  6od  at  all  to  bid  Saul  go  and  de- 
stroy Amalek  :  but  that  he  only  feigned  or  pretended  it.  And  if 
you  will  but  mrant  him  the  very  thing  in  qjuestion,  viz.  that  what 
Samuel  and  the  other  prophets  delivered  in  the  name  of  God,  as 
by  immediate  inspiration  from  him,  was  not  from  God  at  all,  but 
purely  a  fiction  of  their  own,  to  colour  over  their  own  designs,  and 
gratify  their  own  passions,  then  this  sagacious  author  will  prove, 
what  will  be  easily  granted  him  on  such  a  supposition,  that  he  and 
they  wer^  false,  wicked,  and  designing  men.  But  if  Samuel  had 
an  express  revelation  from  God,  enjoining  him  to  order  Saul  to  go 
and  extirpate  the  Amalekites,  and  if  Saul  himself  believed  it  to  be 
80,  then  the  case  is  quite  altered.  And  thus  it  is  represented  in 
the  history  given  us  of  this  matter.  Indeed,  the  command,  with 
regard  to  the  extirpation  of  Amalek,  was  no  new  thing  ;  it  was  as 
old  as  the  law.  The  sentence  had  been  pronounced  against  them 
with  the  greatest  solemnity  long  ago.  They  had  attacked  the 
Israelites  immediately  after  their  coming  out  of  Egypt,  without  the 
least  provocation,  in  the  most  barbarous  and  cruel  manner,  and  in 
open  defiance  of  the  power  and  majesty  of  God  himself,  which  had 
been  so  illustriously  displayed  in  bringing  them  out  of  E^pt,  with 
signs  and  wonders,  ana  an  out-stretch^  arm.  For  this,  and  no 
doubt  for  other  iniquities,  which,  like  those  of  the  Canaanites,  were 
very  great,  though  not  particularly  mentioned  on  this  occasion, 
judgment  was  then  pronounced  against  them,  Exod.xvii.  14,  Deut. 
XXV.  17,  18.  But  God  had  forebome  the  execution  of  it  for  a  long 
time,  about  four  hundred  years.  And  we  may  justly  suppose  that 
it  was  not  till  the  measure  of  their  iniquities  was  full,  and  the  great 
wickedness  of  the  present  generation  of  Amalekites,  joined  to  that 
of  their  ancestors*,  had  rendered  them  ripe  for  an  exemplary  ven- 
geance, that  he  saw  fit  that  the  sentence  that  had  been  pronounced 
against  them  so  long  before,  should  be  actually  executed  upon  them. 
And  it  was  his  will  that  it  should  be  executed  by  that  people  whom 

*  Hence  they  are  called,  in  the  command  given  to  Saul, '  the  sinners  the  Amalekites, 
to  signify  that  they  were  sinners  abo\re  the  common  rate,  1  Sam.  xv.  17. 
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they  had  at  first  so  CTievously  injured,  aiid  whom  they  had  often 
BiDce  invaded.  See  Judg.  iii.  13,  vi.  3,  33,  vii.  12,  x.  22.  And 
that  it  might  appear,  Uiat  this  war  was  undertcJten,  not  from  a 
desire  of  spoil,  out  purely  in  obedience  to  God's  command,  and 
in  execution  of  his  just  sentence,  tbey  were  not  to  take  any  of  the 
Amalekites'  goods  to  themselves,  ana  to  their  own  use,  but  utterly 
to  destroy  all  that  belonged  to  them,  as  had  been  done  in  the  case 
of  Jericho. 

Saul  and  the  people  do  not  appear  to  have  had  the  least  doubt 
of  its  being  a  divine  command  ;  they  knew  the  sentence  that  had 
been  pronounced  against  Amalek  in  the  law  itself, and  which  there- 
fore came  to  them  confirmed  b]r  the  same  glorious  attestation  which 
confirmed  Moses's  divine  mission,  and  the  divine  original  of  the 
laws  he  gave ;  besides  which  they  had  a  fresh  command  given  them 
to  this  purpose,  from  God  himself,  by  the  mouth  of  one  whom  they 
all  believed  and  knew  to  be  a  true  prophet  of  the  Lord.  And  ac- 
cordingly^  Saul,  when  endeavouring  afterwards  to  justify  or  excuse 
himself,  expressly  calls  it  *  the  commandment  of  the  Lord,'  1  Sam. 
XV.  13.  This  theu  is  the  true  state  of  the  case  :  Saul  believed  that 
God  had  expressly  commanded  him  to  extirpate  the  Amalekites,  in 
execution  of  his  just  sentence  against  that  wicked  people,  and  to 
destroy  all  that  belonged  to  them,  without  sparing  or  reserving  any 
part  ct  the  spoil.  Accordingly  he  undertook  to  execute  the  sen- 
tence, and  yet  in  plain  opposition  to  it,  not  only  out  of  pride  and 
ostentation,  as  it  should  seem,  spared  Agag,  the  king  of  the  Ama- 
lekites, who  by  what  is  said  of  him,  ver.  35,  appears  to  have  been 
a  merciless  tyrant,  and  pi'obably  deserved  death  as  much  or  more 
than  any  of  the  people,  but  reserved  all  that  was  good  among  the 
spoil ;  and  at  the  same  time,  that  he  might  seem  to  obey  the  divine 
command,  took  care  *  to  desti-oy  utterly  every  thing  that  was  vile  and 
refuse,'  that  is.  that  was  not  worth  keeping,  and  could  be  of  no  profit, 
ver.  9.  This  was  base  hypocrisy,  and  a  presumptuous  evading  an 
express  command  of  God,  not  from  any  scruple  he  had  of  its  being 
a  diving  command ;  for  this  he  believed ;  nor  from  a  principle  of 
mercy  and  compassion,  for  this  would  have  carried  him  to  have 
spared  not  so  much  the  sheep  and  oxen  as  the  people,  all  of  whom 
he  destroyed  that  he  could  meet  with,  except  Agag,  who  was  pro- 
bably one  of  the  worst  among  them  ;  but  from  a  base  avaricious 
principle.  And  when  his  disobedience  was  chat*ged  upon  him,  he 
first  stood  upon  it  that  he  had  exactly  obeyed  the  divine  command, 
though  he  knew  he  had  not  done  it;  and  afterwards  pretended 
that  he  had  reserved  those  spoils,  that  out  of  them  he  might  offer 
sacrifices  to  God ;  and  lastly,  when  he  was  driven  out  of  his  other 
excuses,  meanly  kid  it  upon  the  fear  he  stood  in  of  the  people,  ver. 
16,  21,  24.  When  the  truth  is,  he  had  authority  enough  to  have 
restrained  the  people  if  he  had  pleased.     And  this  prince,  who 

[)retended  to  be  afraid  to  destroy  the  spoil  belonging  to  the  Ama- 
ekites  for  fear  of  offending  the  people,  though  he  had  an  express 
command  of  God  for  it,  was  not  afraid  utterly  to  destroy  Nob,  the 
city  of  the  priests,  with  all  the  inhabitants,  of  every  sex  and  age. 
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€Uk1  even  the  oxen,  asses,  and  sheep^  merely  to  satisfy  his  own 
cruel  jealousy  and  revenge,  though  it  was  a  thing  so  displeasing  to 
the  people,  that  his  own  guards  and  servants  refused  to  execute  it ; 
and  be  was  obliged  to  get  Doeg  the  Edomite  to  do  it ;  see  ch.  xxii. 
18»  19.  This  may  let  us  into  wis  prince's  character^  who  seems  to 
be  a  great  favourite  of  our  author ;  probably  in  opposition  to  the 
Sacred  Writings,  because  he  is  there  represented  as  an  ill  man. 
And  Saul  him^f  was  so  eonscious  of  his  guilt  and  base  conduct  in 
the  afiair  of  the  Amalekites,  that  after  finding  that  all  his  excuses 
and  fair  pretences  were  detected,  he  at  length  confSssses,  without 
•dis^ise,  that  he  had  sinned,  and  in  effect  acknowledges,  that  he 
liad  deserved  the  seiiitence  then  pronounced  acainst  him  by  Samuel, 
in  the  name  of  God  ;  and  only  desires  that '  Samuel  would  honour 
liim  befiore  the  elders  of  the  people,  and  before  Israel,  and  would 
turn  again  with  him  to  worship  the  Lord  his  God^'  ver.  30,  which 
upon  this  his  ingenious  acknowledgment  he  consented  to  do. 
And  this  seems  to  show  that  all  this  had  passed  between  Samuel 
and  Saul  privately ;  and  that  it  is  not  true,  as  this  writer  represents 
it,  that  '  Samuel  denounced  the  ruin  of  Saul  and  his  family  before 
all  the  people/ 

It  is  on  this  occasion  that  we  are  told,  that  ^  it  repented  God 
that  he  had  made  Saul  king  over  Israel.'  But  our  author  tells  us, 
that  it  was  *  Samuel  only  that  repented  it,'  whom  he  therefore 
charges  with  *  bringing  God  himself  to  repentance,  and  charging 
his  own  follies,  and  want  of  foresight  upon  the  Almighty.'  And 
the  proof  he  brings  for  it  is,  '  that  it  would  be  most  absurd  and 
senseless  to  imagine,  that  God  did  not  know,  when  Saul  was  made 
king,  what  would  happen,  but  it  is  plain  that  Samuel  did  not 
know,'  pp.  295,  297.  This  sneer  is  not  so  much  designed  against 
Samuel,  as  against  the  Scriptures  in  general,  in  which  this  phrase 
of  God's  repenting  is  sometimes  used,  though  never  with  a  design 
to  insmuate,  that  God  was  ignorant  of  the  event  before.  But  after 
all  this  author's  bluster,  I  do  not  see  but  that,  upon  his  own  prin* 
ciples,  God  may  be  said  literally  to  repent  For  if  nothing  can  be  cer- 
tainly foreknown  but  what  is  necessary,  and  depends  upon  necessary 
causes,  as  he  seems  plainly  to  assert,  p.  332,  which  manifestly  im- 
plies a  denial  of  God's  prescience  of  future  contingencies,  then  sup- 
posing that  Saul's  actions  were  free,  and  depended  upon  bis  own 
free  choice,  God  himself  might  not  be  able  certainly  to  foresee  how 
Saul  would  act  after  he  was  made  king.  Except  this  author  will 
say,  that  Saul  was  under  a  necessity  of  doing  as  he  did,  and  that 
his  actions  were  necessary,  and  depended  on  necessary  causes ;  and 
how  this  is  consistent  with  that  human  liberty  and  free  agency  for 
which  he  professes  so  great  a  zeal,  I  cannot  see.  But  this  is  not 
an  absurdity  chargeable  on  the  sacred  writings,  which  every  where 
go  upon  the  supposition  of  God's  foreknowing  future  events,  yea 
even  those  that  are  most  contingent,  and  in  which  the  Uberty  of 
man  is  as  much  exercised  and  concerned,  as  in  any  events  or  ac- 
tions whatsoever.  When  therefore  God  is  repiesented  as  repenting 
of  a  thing  in  Scripture,  it  cannot  be  the  intention  of  this  phrase. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


164  A    FARTHER   VINDICATION 

as  there  used,  to  insinuate  that  Qod  was  ignorant  of  the  erent  be- 
fore. But  because  when  men  repent  of  a  thing  they  alter  their 
course  of  acting,  therefore  God's  changing  his  method  of  proce- 
dure or  course  of  acting,  with  regard  to  nations,  or  particular  per- 
sons, from  showing  them  favour  to'punishing  them,  or  the  contrary, 
is  in  accommodation  to  human  infirmity  represented  under  the 
notion  of  repenting ;  though  this  verv  change  was  what  he  perfectly 
knew  from  the  beginning,  but  did  not  take  effect  till  the  proper 
time  came  for  manifesting  his  purpose.  So  in  the  present  case, 
when  God  is  represented  as  saying  to  *  Samuel,  it  repenteth  me 
that  I  have  set  up  Saul  to  be  king ;  for  he  is  turned  back  from 
following  me,  and  hath  not  performed  my  commandments,'  chap. 
XV.  11,  the  meaning  is  no  more  than  this,  to  signify  that  God  was 
determined  to  change  his  conduct  towards  Saul,  and  as  he  had 
raised  him  to  be  king,  so  now  he  would  reject  him  from  being  king 
for  his  disobedience :  which  disobedience  God  had  foreseen  from 
the  beginning,  as  he  foresees  all  the  iniquities  men  will  be  guilty 
of;  yet  he  does  not  change  his  conduct  towards  them  till  they  are 
actually  guilty  of  those  sins  that  deserve  the  punishment.  But 
certainly  it  would  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  Samuel  intended  by 
this  phrase  to  insinuate,  that  Goa  did  not  foreknow  what  was  to 
happen,  which  would  be  utterly  to  destroy  all  prophecy,  and  con- 
sequently his  own  reputation  as  a  prophet.  Accordmgljr  this  phrase 
of  God's  repenting  that  he  had  made  Saul  to  be  king,  is  explained 
'by  his  rejecting  him  from  being  kin^,  compare  chap.  xv.  i  1,  23, 
26,  35;  xvi.  1.  But  to  cut  short  this  writer's  pretences,  that  it 
was  Samuel  himself  that  repented,  and  put  his  own  repentance  upon 
God,  I  would  observe,  that  whereas  God  is  twice  represented  as 
repenting  of  having  made  Saul  king,  chap.  xv.  11,  35,  in  both  those 
passages  we  are  expressly  told  how  grievous  Saul's  rejection  was  to 
Samuel,  and  the  great  trouble  and  sorrow  it  gave  him.  In  the 
first  of  those  passages  it  is  said,  that  *  it  grieved  Samuel,  and  he 
cried  unto  the  Lord  all  night.'  And  in  the  second,  that  *  Samuel 
mourned  for  Saul.'  The  sentence  he  pronounced  against  that 
prince,  was  far  from  bein^  the  effect  of  any  personal  enmity  or 
resentment  he  had  against  him ;  on  the  contrary  he  loved  Saul,  and 
would  have  done  any  thin^  in  his  power  to  have  obtained  a  reversal 
of  the  sentence  a^amst  hini.  He  offered  up  his  prayers  and  cries 
and  tears,  but  all  in  vain.  And  whereas  this  writer  represents  it 
as  if  immediately,  as  soon  as  the  affair  of  the  Amalekites  was  over, 
he  went  off  in  a  rage  for  being  disappointed  of  the  design  he  had 
formed  for  Saul's  ruin,  and  *  privately  anointed  David ;'  the  his- 
tory plainly  intimates,  that  he  continued  to  mourn  for  Saul  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  even  carried  his  grief  so  far  as  to  incur  a 
reproof  from  God  on  the  account  of  it.  And  it  was  not  till  he  had 
an  express  command  from  God  himself  to  do  it,  that  he  anointed 
David,  chap.  xvi.  1.  What  our  author  adds  concerning  ^  SamueFs 
managing  matters  so  as  to  brin^  David  into  Saul's  family,  where 
he  married  the  king's  daughter,  is,  like  many  other  things,  entirely 
his  own  invention  :  since  in  the  history,  the  first  introducing  David 
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ioto  Saul's  family,  is  expressly  attributed  to  SauPs  own  servants, 
who  recommended  David  to  him^  as  one  well  skilled  in  music,  and 
otherwise  an  accomplished  person^  to  divert  his  melancholy,  chap, 
xvi.  17,  18.  Nor  is  there  the  least  hint  given  that  Samuel  had 
ever  any  thing  to  do  in  David's  following  advancement  by  Saul. 
Nor  can  it  reasonably  be  supposed,  since  he  never  concerned  him- 
self with  Saul,  or  his  family  afterwards  to  the  day  of  his  death, 
chap.  XV.  36.  It  is  well  that  Samuel  died  before  Saul,  or  else  our 
author  would  certainly  have  found  some  way  to  have  chained  his 
death  upon  that  prophet,  and  would  have  contrived  that  Samuel 
should  send  him  into  the  field  of  battle  to  be  killed  by  the  Phi* 
listines. 

Our  moral  philosopher  next  falls  upon  David ;  and  there  is  no 
person  in  his  whole  oook  that  he  seems  to  have  a  more  peculiar 
spite  and  malice  against  than  that  great  and  heroic  prince.  I  sup* 
pose,  because  he  was  an  eminent  prophet  as  well  as  king,  and  the 
penman  of  a  very  valuable  part  of  the  sacred  writings,  which  hath 
oeen  always  had  in  great  esteem. 

He  tells  us,  that  *  The  crown  was  cut  off  from  Israel,  and  en- 
tailed upon  Judah,  by  a  long  train  of  falsehoods,  periuries,  dissi- 
mulations, ingratitude,  treason,  and  at  last  open  rebellion  ;  and 
that  David  acted  in  opposition  to  all  his  former  vows  and  protesta- 
tions of  loyalty,  p.  299.  And  after  having  mentioned  several  sins 
and  vices,  such  as  open  profane  swearing,  execrable  curses,  and 
most  abominable  lies,  lusts,  and  whoredomi^',  breach  of  the  most 
solemn  oaths  and  alliances,  cruelty,  and  blood-thirstiness,  con- 
trary to  all  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations,  he  saith,  that  all  these 
David  himself  had  been  most  remarkable  for.  And  that  yet  he  is 
represented  by  the  prophets,  as  a  *  man  after  God's  own  heart,'  and 
as  having  *  walked  uprightly  with  the  Lord,  saving  only  in  the  case 
of  Uriah  the  Hittite.'  Ana  he  affirms,  that  '  the  Jews,  even  in 
their  most  degenerate  times,  could  not  be  charged  with  any  vice,  or 
moral  wickedness,  which  had  not  been  approved  and  justified  in 
David,  their  great  patron  and  exemplar,'  pp.  323,  324.  And  again, 
that  '  the  prophets  justify  and  extol  David's  character,  and  set 
up  his  example  as  worthy  to  be  imitated  by  all  future  princes, 
though  he  had  been  the  most  bloody  persecutor  that  ever  had 
been  known,  and  his  whole  life  had  been  one  continued  scene  of 
dissimulations,  falsehood,  lust,  and  cruelty*  But  his  rooting  out 
idolatry,  and  destroying  idolaters  by  fire  and  sword  wherever  he 
came,  made  atonement  for  all,  and  canonized  him  as  the  great 
saint  and  idol  both  of  the  prophets  and  priests,'  p.  334.  Another 
reason  for  which  he  makes  to  \>e,  that  *  he  at  least  doubled  the 
revenues  of  the  priests,  to  what  they  had  been  settled  by  Moses, 
and  obliged  the  people  to  bring  their  sacrifices  to  Jerusalem ;  which 
was  a  servitude  the  other  tribes  could  not  bear,  who  only  waited  for 
a  fair  opportunity  to  break  the  yoke  of  Judah,'  p.  300. 

Such  is  the  fate  of  this  great  prince.     He  complains  in  many  of 
his  psalms  of  false  and  calumnious  tongues,  that  persecuted  him 
whilst  he  was  alive,  with  unjust  and  cruel  reproache:  and  now  at    ^ 
the  distance  of  so  many  ages,  the  same  spirit  of  envenonied  nialicpglc 
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and  bitterness  appears  against  his  memory,  and  shoots  arrows 
against  him,  even  bitter  words.  One  would  think  by  this  author's 
representation  of  him,  that  he  was  one  of  the  worst  men  that  ever 
lived  upon  the  earth,  and  hardly  to  be  equalled  by  a  Nero  or  a  Do- 
mi  tian. 

He  first  charges  him  with  having  obtained  the  crown,  *  by  a 
long  train  of  falsehoods,  perjuries,  dissimulation,  ingratitude,  trea- 
son, and  at  last  open  rebellion,'  p.  299.  But  the  contrary  of  all 
this  is  so  true,  that  nothing  can  possibly  give  us  a  higher  idea  of 
David's  eminent  and  heroic  virtues  than  his  conduct  towards  Saul, 
under  all  the  undeserved  persecutions,  the  base  and  perfidious,  the 
ci-uel  and  injurious  treatment  he  received  from  that  prince.  He  had 
done  nothing  to  give  Saul  just  offence ;  but  had  all  along  served 
him  and  his  country  with  the  utmost  zeal  and  fidelity.  All  his 
fault  was,  that  the  glorious  and  heroic  actions  he  performed,  pro- 
cured him  the  applause  and  admiration  of  the  people.  This  raised 
Saul's  envy  and  jealousy  :  and  without  any  other  provocation,  he 
resolved  upon  his  ruin,  and  took  all  the  ways  he  could  think  of  to 
effect  it.  And  at  last  proceeded  so  far  that  he  attempted  to  kill  him 
with  his  own  hand,  even  whilst  he  was  attending  upon  him  in  his 
court,  in  obedience  to  his  commands.  And  after  seeming  to  be 
reconciled  to  him,  when  David  had  done  him  new  and  noble  ser- 
vices, he  sent  messengers  to  his  house  to  seize  and  slay  him.  See 
the  18th  and  19th  chapters  of  the  first  book  of  Samuel.  Thus 
was  this  great  and  good  man,  that  had  done  such  eminent  services 
to  his  king  and  country,  forced  to  fly  for  his  life,  banished  not  only 
from  the  court,  but,  which  affected  him  more,  and  of  which  be  often 
makes  the  most  pathetical  complaints,  the  proofs  of  the  excellent 
disposition  of  his  mind,  from  the  sanctuary  of  God,  and  the  public 
solemnities  of  his  worship;  And  when  he  had  got  a  band  of  men 
about  him  for  his  defence,  he  never  made  the  least  attempt  against 
Saul,  nor  did  any  act  of  violence  to  his  countrymen.  Jonathan, 
Saul's  eldest  son,  though  heir  to  the  crown,  and  likely  to  be  most 
prejudiced  by  David's  succession,  was  so  sensible  of  his  innocence, 
that  he  pleaded  for  him  with  his  father,  '  Let  not  the  king  sin 
against  his  servant,  against  David,  because  he  hath  not  sinned 
against  thee,  and  because  his  work  hath  been  to  thee-ward  very 
good.'  And  all  along  he  continued  to  have  a  most  exemplary 
friendship.  '  He  loved  him  as  his  own  soul,'  from  an  esteem  and 
admiration  of  his  virtues,  and  the  harmony  between  great  and 
noble  minds.  Twice  David  had  it  in  his  power  to  have  slain  Saul, 
when  he  came  with  an  army  to  destroy  him.  But  when  earnestly 
solicited  to  it  by  those  about  him,  rejected  the  motion  with  abhor- 
rence. Saul  himself  was  so  affected  with  David's  generosity  and 
fidelity,  that  he  acknowledged  with  tears  that  he  had  sinned,  and 
that  David  had  rewarded  him  good,  whereas  he  had  rewarded  him 
evil.  See  the  24H:\  and  26th  chapters  of  the.first  book  of  Samuel. 
There  cannot  be  a  more  illustrious  proof  than  this  is,  of  the  noble 
and  generous  disposition  of  David's  mind,  and  the  eminent  de- 
gree of  heroic  virtue  to  which  he  had  arrived.  He  knew  that  he 
himself  had  been  anointed  king  of  Israel,  according  to  the  special 
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designation  and  appointment  of  God,  by  the  hand  of  his  prophet 
Samuel.  A  man  fess  eminent  for  yirtue  and  true  greatness  of  mind 
than  David  was,  would  have  been  apt  to  think  as  those  about  him 
didy  that  this  was  an  opportunity  which  Providence,  had  pot  into 
his  bands,  for  getting  rid  of  a  man  whom  God  had  rejected,  and 
who  most  unjustly  persecuted  him,  and  sought  his  life,  and  for 
investing  him  in  the  kingdom,  to  which  he  had  been  by  divine 
appointment  designed.  But  he  was  resolved  to  use  no  sinister 
means  for  obtaining  the  crown.  He  would  wait  till  Providence 
should  bring  it  about  in  its  own  way ;  but  was  determined  to  do 
nothing  himself  that  was  criminal  to  accomplish  it.  Upon  the 
whole,  David's  conduct  all  along  towards  Saul,  was  incomparably 
noble,  loyal,  and  virtuous  f  and  yet  oar  pretended  moral  philoso- 
pher, who  would  be  thought  an  admirer  of  virtue,  makes  the  worst 
representation  of  it  imaginable ;  whilst  at  the  same  time  he  does 
Dot  find  the  least  fault  with  Saul,  whose  treatment  of  David  was 
the  most  treacherous,  unjust,  and  cruel  in  the  world.* 

When  he  came  to  the  throne  he  had  a  long  and  gioHons  reign, 
and  delivered  his  country  from  all  its  enemies  and  oppressors. 
Yet  it  doth  not  appear  that  any  of  his  ware  were  undertaken, 
merely  for  the  sake  of  dominion  and  conquest.  With  regard  to 
most  of  them  it  is  evident  from  the  account  given  us  concerning 
them,  that  he  was  not  the  aggressor,  and  there  is  reason  to  think 
so  of  all  the  rest.  And  although  he  had  a  great  avei*sion  to  idol- 
atry, yet,  that  '  be  rooted  out  idolatry,  and  destroyed  idolaters  by 
fire  and  sword  in  all  the  nations  round  about  him,'  as  this  writer 
affirms,  there  is  not  the  least  hint  given  us  in  the  whole  history  of 
his  reign  ;  nor,  as  fer  as  appears,  was  any  one  of  his  wars  under- 
taken on  that  account  Yea  it  is  plain,  he  did  maintain  peace 
with  some  of  his  idolatrous  neighbours,  and  was  willing  to  have 
done  so  with  others  of  them,  if  it  had  not  been  their  own  faults.f 
Nor  is  there  any  thin^  to  support  the  malicious  charge  this  writer 
brings  against  him,  that  he  ^  was  the  bloodiest  persecutor  that  ever 
was  known.' 

He  all  along  showed  a  true  zeal  for  God,  and  for  his  pure  wor- 
ship, and  a  hearty  concern  for  the  interest  of  religion.  He  made 
very  wise  regulations,  with  regard  to  the  various  offices  and  em- 
ployments of  priests  and  Levites,  for  rendering  them  more  useful, 
and  that  they  might  perform  the  work  assigned  them  with  greater 
order.  But  that  he  '  doubled  their  revenues  as  they  had  been  set- 
tled by  Moses*  (as  this  writer  supposes)  there  is  not  one  word  ia 
the  whole  account  that  is  given  us  of  his  reign.  And  indeed  it 
would  have  been  a  hard  thing  for  him  to  have  doubled  their  reve- 
nues, if  they  had  ^  full  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound,  on  all  the 
lands  of  Israel  before.'  But  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe  on 
this  occasion,  that  this  reign,  in  w^hich,  according  to  our  author, 

*  Se«  a  vindication  of  David,  against  some  other  chaf^ee  brought  against  him,  '  An- 
swer to  Christianity  as  old  as  the  Creation,  vol.  ii.  p.  542,  543. 

t  See  concerning  this  above,  p.  138.  and  p.  141. 
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both  the  prophets  and  priests  met  with  great  encouragement,  was 
one  of  the  most  glorious  that  ever  was  in  Israel  Never  were  the 
people  in  a  more  flourishing  condition.  Nor  do  we  find  that  ever 
they  were  oppressed  in  the  reign  of  David,  as  afterwards  they 
were  under  tnat  of  Solomon.  The  justice  and  equity  with  which 
David  governed  is  signified  when  we  are  told,  that  *  he  executed 
judgment  and  justice  unto  all  his  people/  2  Sam.  viii.  15,  or  as  it 
IS  expressed,  Psal.  bcxviii.  72,  '  He  fed  them  according  to  the  in- 
tegrity of  his  heart,  and  guided  them  by  the  skilfulness  of  his 
hands.'  This  writer  represents  it  as  a  great  hardship  and  servi- 
tude, that  be  '  obliged  all  the  people  to  bring  their  sacrifices  to 
Jerusalem,  and  to  ofier  no  where  else.'  But  we  read  of  no  such 
constitution  made  by  David,  the  temple  at  Jerusalem  not  being  as 
yet  built  The  constitution  obliging  them  to  sacrifice  at  the  place 
which  the  Lord  should  choose  was  as  old  as  Moses,  and  what  ^ood 
men  among  the  Israelites  had  always  practised.  Nor  was  this  as 
he  insinuates  the  yoke  of  servitude  which  the  Israelites  wanted  to 
shake  off,  and  which  was  the  cause  of  their  revolting  from  the 
house  of  David  :  but  the  heavy  yoke  of  taxes  and  impositions 
which  Solomon  laid  on  them,  and  of  which  we  find  no  complaint 
at  all  in  the  rei^n  of  David,  under  whom  the  people  were  very 
happy  and  fiourishing. 

The  adultery  and  murder  David  was  guilty  of  in  the  matter  of 
Uriah  was  the  greatest  stain  of  his  life  and  reign,  and  was  indeed 
a  most  heinous  crime  and  wickedness.  And  therefore  there  is  a 
particular  brand  set  upon  it  even  where  he  is  otherwise  commended, 
1  Kings  XV.  5,  it  is  said  that  <  David  did  that  which  was  right  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord,  and  turned  not  aside  from  any  thing  that 
he  commanded  him  all  the  days  of  his  life,  save  only  in  the  matter 
of  Uriah  the  Hittite.'  The  design  of  which  passage  is  not  to  sig- 
nify, that  it  was  the  only  fault  he  was  ever  guilty  of,  but  that  in 
no  other  instance  did  he  presumptuously  and  'wickedly  depart 
from  God/  to  use  his  own  expressions,  Psal.  xviii.  21.  This  was 
a  crime  of  so  heinous  a  nature,  that  it  was  in  effect  a  revolting 
from  God  apd  from  his  law.  And  if  he  had  not  been  recovered 
from  it  by  a  sincere  and  most  exemplary  repentance,  he  must  have 
been  regarded  as  one  utterly  abandoned  and  forsaken  of  God  and 
all  goodness.  But  so  far  is  it  from  being  true,  that  there  was 
'  no  kind  of  vice  and  moral  wickedness,  but  what  the  prophets 
had  approved  and  justified  in  David,'  that  it  was  the  prophet 
NathaiT  that  first  came  and  charged  him  with  this  crime^  with  a 
noble  boldness  and  freedom,  and  denounced  the  judgments  of  God 
against  him  on  the  account  of  it,  and  foretold  the  evils  that  should 
happen  in  his  own  family  as  a  just  punishment  upon  him  for  this 
bis  great  wickedness.  But  then  the  exemplary  repentance  David 
e^^pressed  mu3t  always  b^  remembered  to  his  honour.  His  great 
sorrow  and  contrition  of  heart,  and  bitter  remorse  for  his  sins, 
and  his  deep  humiliation  before  God  (of  which  he  hath  left  a  last- 
ing monument  to  all  ages  in  the  fifty-first  psalm)  and  especially 
his  unparalleled  resignation  to  the  divine  will  and  exemplary  sub- 
luission  to  the  afflicting  hand  of  Qod  under  the  calamities  inflicted 
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upon  him  for  his  sin  (of  which  we  have  wonderful  instances,  2  Sam. 
XV.  25,  26;  xvi.  10,  11,)  these  things  show  the  great  difference 
between  him,  and  many  other  princes  that  have  been  guilty  of  the 
like  crimes. 

It  is  generally  supposed,  and  very  probable  reasons  might  be 
brought  to  support  that  supposition,  that  it  was  in  the  interval  be- 
tween David's  great  sin  in  the  matter  of  Uriah,  and  his  being 
awakened  to  repentance  by  the  lively  reproofs  of  Nathan  the  pro- 
phet, whilst  his  heart  was  yet  hardened  in  his  sin,  and  stupified 
with  sensual  pleasure,  that  he  took  Rabbah,  and  treated  the  Am« 
monites  with  that  great  severity  of  which  we  have  an  account,  2 
Sam.  xii.  29 — 31.  It  must  be  owned  that  they  had  given  him 
the  utmost  provocation.  This  war  on  their  part  was  base  and 
unjust  in  the  highest  degree.  They  had  begun  it  with  a  notori- 
ous infraction  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  had  carried  it  on  by 
hiring  and  stirring  up  all  the  neighbouring  nations  against  him, 
which  had  brought  him  into  great  dangers  and  difficulties.  When 
therefore  their  chief  city  was  taken  by  assault,  this  justified  a  very 
severe  vengeance.  And  it  was  probably  only  those  that  had  been 
the  principal  agents  and  forerunners  of  the  war  in  the  several 
cities  that  he  treated  with  this  severity.  For  we  afterwards  read 
that  Sbobi  the  son  of  Nahash  of  Rabbah  of  the  children  of  Am- 
mon,  and  who  is  probably  supposed  to  have  been  the  brother  of 
Hanun  the  Ammonitish  king  that  had  so  villainously  treated  his 
ambassadors,  and  began  the  war  against  him,  came  to  assist  him 
in  his  great  distress,  when  fleeing  from  his  son  Absalom.  From 
whence  it  may  reasonably  be  concluded,  that  he  had  treated  him 
and  probably  others  of  the  Ammonites  with  great  kindness,  whilst 
he  so  severely  punished  the  most  guilty  among  them,  and  perhaps 
had  made  him  king  in  his  brother  Hanun's  st^ad. 

That  David  sinned  against  God  in  numbering  the  people  is  pl^in 
from  Scripture,  though  in  what  the  precise  nature  of  his  sin  con- 
sisted, we  cannot  well  determine  at  this  distance.  But  his  ingenu- 
ous and  humble  confessing  Ifis  sin  before  the  Lord,  and  especially 
the  great  love  and  tender  concern  he  showed  for  his  country,  in 
begging  that  the  punishment  might  rather  be  inflicted  upon  him- 
self and  his  family  than  upon  the  people,  showed  the  excellent  disposi- 
tion of  his  mind  as  became  a  good  King,  and  a  father  of  his  people. 

Upon  the  whole  with  regard  to  the  main  Course  of  his  lite,  and 
the  prevailing  disposition  of  his  mind,  he  appears  to  have  been  an 
excellent  person.  What  his  habitual  temper  and  character  was  we 
may  learn  from  his  admirable  Psalms,  where  we  see  his  whole  soul 
laid  open,  the  workings  of  his  heart  without  disguise.  From 
thence  it  appears  how  much  his  mind  was  possessed  with  just 
and  worthy  sentiments  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  under  the  influ- 
ence of  proper  affections  and  dispositions  towards  him  :  how  often 
be  was  employed  in  the  affecting  contemplations  of  God's  glorious 
excellejicies  and  perfections,  and  of  his  wonderful  works  of  crea- 
tion and  providence  :  what  delight  he  took  in  his  worship,  in  prais- 
ipg,  blessing,  adoring  him,  and  in  meditating  on  his  law,  aqd  on 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ITO  A   farther"  VINDICATION 

bis  most  pure  and  excellent  precepts.  No  where  can  we  observe 
nobler  ardours  of  love  to  God,  a  more  profound  reverence  of  the 
Divine  Majesty^  a  more  entire  submission  to  his  authority  and  re* 
signation  to  his  will^  and  a  more  steady  confidence  in  him  under 
the  greatest  difficulties  and  adversities,  joined  with  the  most  hum« 
blins  sense  of  his  own  ^ilt  and  unworthiness.  We  may  there 
see  now  much  he  was  srieved  for  his  sins ;  what  just  notions  he 
had  of  morality  and  the  necessity  of  an  inward  purity  of  soul ; 
what  a  love  of  truth  and  goodness^  and  a  hatred  of  falsehood  and 
injustice ;  and  how  much  it  was  the  desire  and  endeavour  of  his 
soul  to  make  a  continual  proficiency  in  goodness,  piety^  and  virtue. 
These  seem  to  have  been  the  habitual  gov^ning  dispositions  of  his 
mind.  And  accordingly  we  find  him  frequently  appealing  with  the 
greatest  solemnity  to  the  heart-searching  God  concerning  the  inte- 
grity of  his  heart,  and  the  purity  of  his  intentions.  And  it  is  with 
regard  to  these  excellent  parts  of  his  character  that  he  is  repre- 
sented as  a  *  man  after  God's  own  heart/  as  well  as  his  fitness  to 
serve  the  purposes  of  his  providence.  Common  candour  will  oblige 
us  not  to  give  the  worst  turn  to  the  actions  of  such  a  man ;  but 
rather  to  judge  the  most  favourably  concerning  any  actions  of  his 
that  appear  to  us  suspicious,  being  ready  to  suppose  that  they 
would  appear  to  us  in  a  different  view,  if  we  were  acquainted  with 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  And  where  it  was  evident  that 
be  was  guilty  of  great  and  real  faults,  the  proper  use  to  be  made  of 
them  is  to  reflect  on  the  weakness  of  human  nature,  and  to  put  us 
upon  a  constant  watchfulness  over  ourselves,  and  to  make  us  sen- 
sible what  need  we  stand  in  of  being  continually  upon  our  guard 
against  temptations,  that  had  like  to  nave  proved  the  utter  ruin  of 
so  excellent  a  man,  and  which  cost  him  such  bitter  sorrow  and  re- 
pentance. 

Qn  this  occasion  I  cannot  pass  by  a  remarkable  passage  which 
our  author  has  jn  the  beginning  of  his  book,  and  which  gives  us  a 
true  taste  of  his  spirit.  After  having  observed  that  David  was  the 
great  master  of  poetry  and  politeness  in  Israel,  he  tells  us,  that  he 
'  made  a  jest  of  nimself  by  dancing  naked  before  the  Lord  among 
the  daughters  of  Israel,  and  uncovering  that  which  his  modesty 
ought  to  have  concealed.  This  was  doubtless  a  merry  action  which 
he  as  merrily  excused  to  his  wife  by  ascribing  it  to  his  zeal  for  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  same  humour  resolved  never  to  lie  with  her  more, 
because  she  could  not  approve  of  his  warm  zeal  for  the  Lord  among 
the  women. '  2  Sam.  vi.  20—23.  see  p.  22. 

But  our  pretended  rooi-al  philosopher,  who  affects  here  to  show 
his  wit,  only  shows  his  own  absurdity,  and  the  immodesty  and  levity 
of  his  mind,  as  well  as  his  virulent  maUce  against  a  person  of  great 
merit  David,  whom  he  calls  the  great  master  of  politeness  in  Israel, 
had  too  much  sense  to  be  guilty  of  acting  such  a  part  as  this  on  a 
must  solemn  religious  occasion,  and  before  all  the  heads  of  the 
tribes  of  Israel  that  were  then  convened,  a  part  which,  according  to 
his  representation  of  it,  would  scarce  be  borne,  in  a  drunken  frolic, 
and  in  the  lewdest  company. 
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Our  author  himself  was  so  sensible  of  the  injustice  of  this  reflec- 
tioD)  that  though  he  puts  it  into  the  mouth  of  Philaletbes  his 
moral  philosopher,  whom  he  would  pass  upon  us  for  a  lover  of  truth 
and  viitue,  yet  he  makes  his  other  aialogist  Theophanes,  whom  he 
introduces  to  act  the  part  of  the  christian  Jew^  tell  him  that  '  this 
censure  is  extremely  severe  if  not  unjust,  and  that  the  place  referred 
to  might  a^  *  well  bear  a  more  candid  interpretation. '    And  yet  so 
loth  is  he  to  part  with  it  thai;  be  makes  him  at  the  same  time  say,  that  it 
^may  possibly  bear  that  construction. '  But  it  is  evident  from  tne  chap- 
ter he  refers  to,  2  Sam,  vi.,  that  this  passage  camiot  possibly  bear  the 
construction  the  moral  philosopher  puts  upon  it.    Since  in  the  14tb 
verse  of  that  chapter,  when  we  are  told  that  *  David  danced  before 
the  Lord, '  it  is  at  the  same  time  expressly  declared,  that  he  *  was 
girded  with  a  linen  ephod.'    And  this  is  still  more  clearly  and  fully 
explained,   1  Chron.  xv.  27.  which  relates  to  the  same  transaction* 
We  are  there  informed  that  *  David  was  clothed  with  a  robe  of  fine 
linen,  and  all  the  Levites  that  bare  the  ark,  and  the  singers,  &c. 
David  had  also  upon  him  an  ephod  of  linen.'    Where  it  is  evident 
that  David  had  on  him  a  Uijen  robe,  and  over  that  an  ephod  which 
was  a  shorter  garment  girded  over  the  other  to  keep  it  from  flowing 
loose.     After  this  manner  the  Levites  were  clothed  on  solemn  occa- 
sions, as  appears  from  this  passage,  and  from  2  Chron.  v.  12,  13. 
David  on  this  occasion  put  oft  his  kingly  robes,  and  was  clothed 
like'  one  of  the  Levites.     This  with  his  dancing  before  the  ark, 
though  done  purely  from  a  religious  motive  and  principle,  was  what 
disobliged  Michal.      She  thought  that  David  ereatl^  demeaned 
himself,  and  acted  much  below  the  majesty  of  a  King  in  what  he 
did  ;  and  in  her  fret  and  pride  used  the  most  aggravating  expressions 
she  could  think  of,  the  more  to  expose  the  action,  and  represent  it 
as  unseemly  and  unworthy  of  him.    David  in  answer  to  her  was  far 
from  excusmg  himself  in  a  merry  way  as  this  writer  has  it ;    but 
very  seriously  and  with  a  just  indignation  at  the  unworthy  repre- 
sentation she  had  made  of  his  conduct,  he  put  her  in  mind  that  Qod 
had  chosen  him  before  her  father  and  all  his  house,  to  appoint  him 
to  be  ruler  over  bis  people :  that  therefore  he  would  *  play  before 
the  Lord,*  that  is,  would  rejoice  and   testify  his  thankfulness  to 
God  ;  and  that  if  this  were  to  be  vile  or  to  demean  himself,  he 
would  do  it  yet  more.  For  what  she  reproached  him  for,  he  account- 
ed his  honour.     And  then  the  text  lets  us  know  that  *  Michal  had 
no  child  to  the  day  of  her  death  : '  her  irreligious  pride  met  with  a 
just  rebuke  from  Grod.   She  was  from  that  day  forward  struck  with 
barrenness,  which  in  those  days  especially  was  accounted  ft  very 
severe  judgment 

This  is  more  than  sufficient  to  show  the  falsehood  and  injustice 
of  our  author's  representation  of  this  matter.  But  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  consider  what  a  writer  of  quality  has  offered,  from  whose 
superior  sense  and  politeness,  much  better  things  might  be  expected 
than  from  our  pretended  moral  philosopher.  He  has  thought  fit  to 
make  a  representation  of  this  transaction,  which  though  not  so  base 
and  smutty  as  this  writer's  account  of  it,  yet  sets  it  in  a  vcrj^  unfair 
and  dishonourable  light.  Digitized  by  GoOglc 
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After  having  represented  David  as  a  hearty  espouser  of  the  merry 
devotion,  he  tells  as^  that  '  the  famous  entry  or  high  dance  per- 
formed by  him,  after  so  conspicuous  a  manner,  in  the  procession  of 
the  sacred  coffer,  shows  that  he  was  not  ashamed  of  expressing  any 
ecstasy  of  joy,  or  playsome  humour,  which  was  practised  by  the 
meanest  of  the  priests  or  people  on  such  an  occasion.'  See  Charac- 
terist  vol.  3.  p.  117.  It  is  plain  what  ideas  he  intends  to  raise  of 
this  whole  affair  in  the  minds  of  the  reader.  *  Merry  devotion,  high 
dance,  playsome  humour,  practised  by  the  meanest  of  the  people.' 
And  in  his  notes  at  the  bottom  of  the  page  he  tells  us,  that '  though 
this  dance  was  not  performed  cjuite  naked  (in  which  he  is  juster 
than  our  author)  the  dancers,  it  seems,  were  so  slightly  clothed, 
that  in  respect  of  modesty,  they  might  as  well  have  worn  nothing: 
their  nakedness  appearing  still  by  means  of  their  high  caperings, 
leaps,  and  violent  attitudes,  which  were  proper  to  that  dance.'  This 
noble  writer  gives  us  as  particular  a  description  of  it  as  if  he  himself 
bad  been  present,  and  had  seen  it  performed,  and  was  acquainted 
with  the  particular  measures  proper  to  that  dance.  And  I  think  he 
would  have  done  well  to  have  informed  us  in  what  authentic  me- 
moirs we  may  find  an  account  of  it,  or  of  the  clothing  they  wore  on 
such  occasions  ;  which  he  tells  us  was  so  slight,  that  in  respect  of 
modesty  they  might  as  well  have  wore  nothing.  But  certain  it  is, 
that  David  was  not  so  slightly  clothed.  He  had  on,  as  I  have  al- 
ready shown,  a  linen  robe,  which  in  those  countries  was  long, 
reaching  to  the  feet;  and  over  it  had  an  ephod  of  linen  girded  about 
him,  which  were  very  decent  garments,  worn  by  theLevites  in  their 
ministrations  on  the  most  solemn  occasions,  especially  when  singing 
the  praises  of  God.  See  2  Chron.  v.  12,  13. 

But  let  us  a  little  particularly  consider  the  account  that  is  given 
us  of  this  famous  entry,  as  he  calls  it,  which  we  have  described  to 
us  in  chapters  xv.  and  xvi.  of  the  first  book  of  Chronicles, 
that  we  may  see  whether  it  deserves  to  have  such  ridiculous  ideas 
aflSxed  to  it.  It  appears  that  it  was  a  very  august  assembly  that 
was  then  convened.  All  the  chief  men  of  the  nation  were  called 
and  gathered  together;  the  ^elders  of  Israel,  and  the  captains  over 
thousands. '  Tne  design  was  to  bring  up  the  ark  of  Grod  to  the 
place  which  David  had  prepared  for  it  in  Jerusalem.  And  though 
they  had  too  just  and  worthy  notions  of  the  Deity  to  suppose  that 
his  presence  was  confined  there,  yet  they  regarded  it  witn  the  ut- 
most reverence  as  a  sacred  symbol  of  his  more  immediate  presence. 
It  is  manifest  from  the  account  given  us  1  Chron.  xv.  from  the 
15th  to  the  25th  verse,  that  every  thing  was  done  in  great  order. 
Some  of  the  Levites  bare  the  ark  as  Moses  had  commanded ;  others 
of  them  were  appointed  to  be  singers,  being  divided  into  several 
classes  under  their  proper  masters,  and  had  their  several  parts  as- 
signed them,  some  upon  one  musical  instrument,  some  upon  another, 
to  sing  sacred  songs  or  hymns  to  the  praise  of  God.  And  that  noble 
form  of  thanksmving  and  praise  which  we  have,  1  Chron.  xvi.  from 
the  7th  to  the  37th  verse,  was  given  by  David  on  this  occasion. 
The  Levites  sung  it,  'and  all  the  people  said,  Amen,  and  praised  the 
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Lord. '  In  that  admirable  hymn  David  excites  the  p^ple  to  give 
thanks  unto  the  Lord,  to  glory  and  rejoice  in  his  holy  name,  and  to 
remember  and  speak  of  his  wonderful  works.  He  first  puts  the 
people  of  Israel  in  mind  of  the  particular  obligations  they  were  un« 
der  to  bless  the  Lord  on  the  account  of  the  great  things  he  had 
done  for  them.  And  then  with  a  noble  ardour  and  enlargement  of 
soul,  calls  upon  all  the  nations  in  the  world  to  form  as  it  were  one 
universal  delightful  concert  in  singing  praises  to  God,  and  giving 
him  the  glory  that  is  due  to  his  great  and  most  excellent  name, 
whose  unequalled  maiesty  and  peifections  he  extols  as  infinitely  su« 
perior  to  all  the  idol-deities.  And  lastly,  he  calls  upon  the  whole 
creation,  the  heavens,  the  earth,  the  sea,  the  woods,  the  fields,  to 
break  forth  into  a  transport  of  divine  joy  and  praise.  And  the 
whole  concludes  with  again  calling  upon  the  people  of  Israel  to 
^  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  for  he  is  good,  for  bis  mercy  endureth 
for  ever ; '  and  to  pray  to  him  to  save  and  to  deliver  them  ;  and  to 
*  bless  his  holy  name  for  ever '  to  which  the  whole  assembly  said, 
Amen. 

This  was  the  assembly,  and  this  the  occasion  which  is  represented 
in  so  ridiculous  a  light,  as  if  it  were  only  a  ludicrous  gamesome  mob. 
Immediately  before  the  ark  which  was  carried  in  solemn  procession, 
king  David  walked  with  the  Levites  all  around  him  ranked  in  their 
several  orders,  six^ging  praises  to  God  to  solemn  airs  of  divine  mu- 
sic :  whilst  he  himself  *  danced  with  all  his  might, '  i.  e.  with  his 
best  ability,  or  with  all  his  heart,  (as  that  phrase  is  sometimes  used) 
to  show  the  joy  and  exultation  of  his  soul.  And  though  I  will  not 
pretend,  like  this  honourable  writer,  to  tell  particularly  what  kind 
of  dance  it  was ;  yet  this  I  dare  be  sure  of,  both  from  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  and  firom  David's  own  character,  that  there  was 
nothing  in  it  light  or  immodest  He  certainly  was  a  man  of  excel- 
lent sense,  as  appears  from  his  admirable  writings,  which  show  the 
exalted  notions  he  had  of  what  was  just  and  pure,  and  lovely  and 
praise-worthy ;  he  was  a  great  and  wise  king,  and  too  good  a  poli- 
tician to  expose  himself  by  any  li^bt  immodest  behaviour  on  this 
occasion  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  when  the  whole  nation  were 
assembled  and  witnesses  of  his  conduct ;  and  especially  before  the 
ark  of  God,  whose  presence  inspired  a  profound  reverence  as  well 
as  joy,  and  more  so  at  this  time,  considering  what  had  so  lately 
happened  in  the  case  of  Uzzah.  His  soul  was  then  filled  with  Joy, 
but  it  was  with  a  divine  joy  and  exultation  in  the  goodness  of  Uod ; 
and  the  admirable  hymn  he  composed  on  that  occasion  shows  what 
noble  and  divine  sentiments  then  possessed  his  mind,  how  far  from 
any  thing  so  mean,  low,  indecent,  and  trivial  as  they  would  put 
upon  him. 

Indeed,  any  one  that  consider  the  peculiar  modesty  and  decency 
prescribed  in  the  law  of  Moses  to  be  observed  in  the  divine  worship; 
and  what  care  was  taken  to  shun  whatsoever  had  the  least  ap- 
pearance of  any  thing  indecent  or  impure  ;♦  will  see  how  incredibly 

*  See  Exod.  xz.  26,  zx? lii.  42,  43,  to  wUch  may  be  added,  Deat,  xxiii.  12—14. 
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absurd  it  is  to  sappose,  that  David  who  was  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  law,  would  before  the  ark  of  God  dance  naked,  or  so 
'  slightly  clothed,  that  in  respect  of  modesty  he  might  as  well  have 
wore  nothing ; '  or  that  the  sacred  dances  used  on  such  occasions, 
should  be  of  such  a  nature  as  if  they  were  contrived  on  purpose  to 
uncover  their  nakedness.  We  find  that  in  the  latter  times  of  the 
Jewish  state  a  Roman  soldier's  exposing  himself  naked  before  the 
people  at  one  of  their  sacred  festivals,  raised  such  a  violent  commo- 
tion amone  the  Jews,  that  occasioned  the  death  of  thousands,  and 
could  hardly  be  appeased.  Such  an  abhorrence  had  the  whole  na- 
tion of  any  thing  that  had  the  appearance  of  indecency  and  impu- 
rity in  their  worship,  even  at  a  time  when  they  were  sufficiently 
loose  in  their  morals,  see  Josephus's  Antiq.  Ub.  20. 

This  noble  writer  is  pleased  to  represent  David  as  *  a  hearty  en- 
courager  of  the  merry  devotion.'  And  he  had  observed  a  Uttic 
before,  that  under  that  constitution  *  not  only  music,  but  even  play 
and  dance  were  of  holy  appointment  and  divine  right.^*  All  the 
ridicule  here  arises  from  the  idea  now  affixed  to  the  words  phy  and 
dance  in  our  language.  But  it  is  unworthy  of  a  man  of  learning  to 
take  advantage  from  modern  customs  and  expressions  to  expose  a 
custom  among  the  ancients,  that  carried  notning  of  that  idea  of 
unseemliness  and  levity  in  divine  worship  which  it  doth  at  present. 
It  appears  that  on  the  most  solemn  occasions  some  kind  of  dance 
as  well  as  music  was  then  made  use  of  in  their  sacred  exercises : 
<  LfCt  them  praise  his  name  in  the  dance ;  let  them  sing  praises 
unto  him  with  the  timbrel  and  harp,'  Psal.  cxlix.  3 ;  and  again, 
Psal.  cL  4 :  ^  Praise  him  with  the  timbrel  and  dance,  praise  him 
with  stringed  instruments  and  organs.'  What  the  measure  of  their 
dance,  or  what  their  music  on  such  occasions,  we  cannot  now  pretend 
to  explain.  But  .if  we  may  judge  of  the  one  or  the  other  by  the 
majesty,  the  dignity,  the  great  and  sublime  sentiments  contained 
in  their  divine  songs,  it  had  nothing  in  it  light,  effeminate,  and 
vain,  or  that  bordered  on  wantonness  and  impurity.  All  was 
noble,  grand,  manly,  and  divine. 

What  the  last  mentioned  author  farther  adds,  hath  such  a  ten- 
dency to  expose  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  which  is  what  we  have  been 
considering  and  vindicating,  that  I  hope  it  will  not  be  thought  an 
useless  digression  to  consider  it  He  leaves  the  curious  reader  *  to 
examine  what  relation  this  religious  ecstasy  and  naked  dance  (viz. 
of  David  at  the  bringing  in  of  the  ark)  had  to  the  naked  and  pro- 
cessional prophecy,'  1  Sam.  xix.  23,  24,  where  prince,  priest,  and 
people  prophesied  in  conjunction  ;  the  prince  himself  bemg  both  of 
the  itinerant  and  naked  party.  It  appears  that  even  before  he  was 
yet  advanced  to  the  throne,  he  had  been  seized  with  this  prophesy- 
ing spirit,  errant,  processional,  and  saltant,  attended,  as  we  find, 
with  a  sort  of  martial  dance,  performed  in  troops  or  companies, 

*  If  this  representation  which  this  nohle  writer  here  gives  of  the  Jewish  religion  he 
jast,  I  do  Dot  see  wiih  what  consistency  he  could  say  as  he  does,  p.  116,  <  That  they 
had  certainly  in  religion  as  in  every  thing  else,  the  least  good  humour  of  any  people  in 
the  world,  is  Tory  apparent,' 
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with  pipe  and  tabret  accompanying  the  march,  together  with 
psaltery,  harp,  cornets,  timbrels,  and  other  variety  of  music ;'  see 
1  Sam.  X.  5 ;  xix.  23,  24 ;  2  Sam.  vi.  5. 

It  happens  that  in  none  of  the  passages  here  referred  to,  there  is 
the  least  mention  of  their  dancing ;  though  they  are  produced  to 
prove  the  *  saltant  spirit  of  prophecy.'  But  his  own  fruitful  ima- 
gination or  prejudices  have  enabled  this  ingenious  author  not  only 
to  discover  that  they  danced,  but'  to  tell  us  what  kind  of  dance  it 
was.  He  has  found  that  it  was  '  a  sort  of  martial  dance,  performed 
in  troops,'  8cc.  I  see  nothing  to  prove  this  except  their  having  in- 
strnments  of  music  with  them  must  pass  for  a  proof.  And  yet 
these  were  no  other  than  were  afterwards  used  in  the  temple  in  the 
solemn  acts  of  divine  worship  and  prai«e.  It  is  very  probable,  that 
if  trumpets  had  been  mentioned  on  this  occasion,  this  would  have 
been  looked  upon  as  a  demonstration,  and  yet  every  body  knows 
that  a  trumpet  was  often  used  among  the  Jews  where  nothing  of  a 
martial  nature  was  intended  ;  see  Fsal,  Ixxxi.  3,  cl.  3.  All  that 
appears  from  that  passage,  1  Sam.  x.  5,  is  that  there  was  a  com- 
pany of  prophets  coming  down  from  the  high  place,  where  probably 
they  had  been  ofiering  sacrifice ;  and  that  they  were  singing  praises 
to  God  at  the  sound  of  musical  instruments ;  and  that  Saul  sud- 
denly transported  us  with  a  divine  rapture  joined  with  them  in  the 
sacred  exercise,  and  broke  forth  into  hymns  of  praise.  For  this 
seems  to  be  the  meaning  of  his  prophesying  with  them,  which  is  not 
there  to  be  understood  properly  ot  foretelling  things  to  come,  but 
as  it  sometimes  is  in  Scripture,  of  singing  sacred  hymns  and  songs 
with  exultation  and  devotion.  So  we  read,  1  Chron.  xxv.  1 — 6,  of 
persons  who,  according  to  the  order  of  the  king,  were  appointed  to 
*  prophesy  with  harps,  with  psalteries  and  cymbals,  to  give  thanks 
and  to  praise  the  Lord.'  Wnere  to  '  prophesy,  and  to  give  thanks, 
and  to  praise  the  Lord,'  are  represented  as  the  same  thing.  The 
prophesying  mentioned,  1  Sam.  xix.  20,  23,  24,  which  is  the  other 
passage  referred  to,  is  probably  to  be  understood  the  same  way, 
Saul  had  sent  messengers  to  seize  David  upon  hearing  that  he  was 
at  Naioth  in  Ramah  with  the  prophet  Samuel.  When  they  came 
there  they  *  saw  the  company  of  the  prophets  prophesying,  and 
Samuel  standing  as  appointed  over  them.'  Thev  were  probably  all 
employed  in  celebrating  the  praises  of  God  in  noble  elevated  hymns 
and  acts  of  devotion.  And  the  messengers  Saul  sent  by  a  special 
influence  of  divine  providence  caught  the  sacred  trans[)ort.  They 
were  hereupon  ravished  as  with  a  divine  ecstasy,  and  joined  with 
the  prophets  in  solemn  acts  of  adoration  and  praise.  And  so  did 
the  second  and  third  party  of  messengers  he  sent  after  them.  Then 
went  Saul  himself,  probably  full  of  rage,  and  with  a  resolution  per- 
haps to  destroy  not  only  David  but  Samuel  too,  and  the  whole 
company  of  the  prophets  that  were  with  him.  For  his  destroying 
the  town  of  Nob  with  the  high-priest  and  all  the  priests  that  lived 
there,  upon  a  very  slight  suspicion  of  their  favounng  David  ;  and 
the  attempt  he  made  against  the  life  of  his  own  son,  showed  what 
in  the  rage  of  his  fury  and  jealousy  he  was  capable  of.     But  it 
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S leased  God  so  to  order  it,  that  he  himself,  before  he  came  to 
laiothy  was  seized  by  the  way  as  with  a  prophetical  transport. 
And  he  went  on  prophesying  in  the  sense  already  explained  till  he 
came  to  the  place  where  Samuel  was.  Thus  he  was  disarmed  of 
his  bloody  intention,  and  his  rage  and  fuiy  turned  into  praise  and 
sacred  ecstasy  by  a  wonderful  influence  of  God's  Spirit  upon  him. 
And  we  are  told  that  when  he  came  to  Naioth,  *  he  stripped  off  his 
clothes  also/*  that  is,  he  laid  by  his  royal  robes  or  military  habili- 
ments, and  '  prophesied  before  Samuel/  He  became  himself,  like 
one  of  the  prophets  he  came  to  destroy,  wholly  taken  up  in  praising 
and  adoring  Giod.  And  after  he  had  done  thus  prophesjnn^,  *  he 
lay  down  naked  all  that  day,  and  all  that  night ;  not  that  he  was 
without  any  thing  at  all  to  cover  him,  but  he  lay  down  divested  of 
his  robes  or  upper  garments,  and  thus  continued  in  a  trance,  or  in 
a  kind  of  ecstasy,  all  the  remainder  of  that  day  and  the  night  fol- 
lowing. A  manifest  and  remarkable  proof,  how  much  the  matest 
princes  and  all  their  purposes  are  in  the  hand  of  God.  He  that 
was  so  jealous  of  his  royalty,  which  put  him  upon  doing  so  many 
unjust  and  unwarrantable  things,  was  now  made  as  it  were  to  un- 
king himself,  and  lay  aside  the  ensigns  of  his  dignity  and  power, 
and  was  constrained  by  a  higher  hand  to  lie  down  without  power, 
without  royalty,  unable  to  execute  the  purpose  for  which  he  came. 
In  the  mean  time  David  had  an  opportunity  given  him  to  get  far 
enough  out  of  his  reach.  And  if  »Saul,  as  is  very  probable,  came 
with  any  bloody  intentions  against  Samuel  and  the  other  prophets 
that  were  with  him,  and  perhaps  against  his  own  messengers,  this 
wonderful  incident  made  such  an  impression  upon  him  as  caused 
him  for  that  time  to  lay  aside  his  cruel  resolutions.  Considered  in 
this  view  this  whole  affair,  though  wonderful,  and  of  an  extraor- 
dinary nature,  had  nothing  in  it  mat  can  be  proved  to  be  unworthy 
of  the  wisdom  of  God.  The  ridicule  here  lies  not  in  the  thing 
itself  considered  in  all  its  circumstances,  but  in  the  expressions  this 
noble  author,  in  his  great  command  of  words,  is  pleased  to  throw  in 
upon  this  occasion,  concerning  the  *  prophesying  spirit,  itinerant, 
errant,  processional,  and  saltant,'  and  in  the  msinuations  he  gives 
that  the  prince,  prophets,  and  people  all  danced  naked  without  any 
thing  to  cover  them.  And  it  is  as  true  that  they  all  danced  and 
propnesied  naked  on  this  occasion  as  that  David  did  so  in  his 
'  famous  entry.' 

*  Tbe  '  stripping  of  the  clothes/  or  '  laying  aside  the  garments/  is  oft^n  to  be  un- 
derstood, not  of  throwing  of  all  their  yestments,  but  onlj  the  'upper  garment.'  Thus 
we  are  told,  Uiat  our  Saviour,  when  he  washed  his  disciples'  feet,  *  laid  aside  his  gar- 
ments,* or  put  off  his  clothes,  not  that  be  was  absolutely  naked,  for  it  is  added,  that  he 
*  girdeid  himself,'  John  xiii.  4.  And  the  word  naked  is  sometimes  used  both  in  Scrip- 
ture and  other  authors,  where  absolute  nakedness  is  not  intended,  but  only  a  person's 
being  slighUy  clothed,  or  being  without  his  upper  garment,  or  his  proper  usual  habit. 
So  Michal  represents  Darid  as  bariDg  <  uncovered  himself  because  he  had  laid  aside 
his  royal  robes,  though  he  was  far  from  being  absolutely  naked,  as  hath  been  shown. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

The  author's  farther  invective  against  the  prophets  considered.  His  account  of  their 
pretended  conspiracy  against  Solomon.  The  rending  the  kingdom  of  the  ten  tribes 
from  the  house  of  David,  not  owing  to  the  intrigues  of  the  prophets,  but  to  the  just 
judgment  of  God.  The  prophets,  not  the  authors  of  the  several  civil  wars  and  revo- 
lutions in  the  kingdom  of  Israel.  The  favourable  account  he  gives  of  Ahab  and 
Jezebel,  and  the  other  idolatrous  princes  as  friends  to  toleration  and  liberty  of  con- 
science. The  falsehood  o{  this  shown.  His  attempt  to  vindicate  the  persecution 
raised  against  the  true  prophets  of  the  Lord.  Concerning  Elijah's  character  and 
conduct,  and  particularly  concerning  his  causing  Bears  prophets  to  he  put  to  death 
at  Mount  Carmel.  The  case  of  Elisha's  anointing  Jehu  to  be  king  of  Israel,  with  a 
commission  to  destroy  the  royal  house  of  Ahab  considered  :  as  also  his  management 
with  Hazael.  The  charge  this  writer  brings  against  the  prophets  fomenting  the  wars 
between  the  two  kingdoms  of  Israel  and  Judah,  and  at  length  occasioning  the  ruin 
of  both,  shown  to  be  false  and  inconsistent. 

Our  Moral  Philosopher,  after  having  represented  the  prophets  as 
quiet  and  satisfied  in  the  reign  of  David,  proceeds  to  inform  us  of 
a  conspiracy  they  formed  against  Solomon  and  his  family  on  the 
account  of  his  granting  a  general  indulgence  and  toleration  to  all 
religions.  It  is  under  this  idea  that  he  thinks  fit  to  represent  his 
defection  to  idolatry  in  the  latter  part  of  his  reign.  He  built  high 
places  himself  to  Moloch  and  Cbemosh,  and  other  idol  deities,  not 
so  much  out  of  policy  as  this  writer  would  make  us  believe,  as  in 
compliance  with  his  wives,  swayed  by  effeminacy  and  a  love  of 
pleasure,  which  debases  and  corrupts  the  best  understandings. 
This  he  did  in  express  violation,  not  only  of  the  fundamental  laws 
of  his  country,  as  hath  been  already  shown,  but  of  the  particular 
covenant  or  promise  whereby  David  and  his  posterity  held  the 
crown ;  which  was  upon  condition  of  their  continuing  to  walk  in 
God's  commandments  and  judgments,  and  adhering  to  his  pure 
worship  as  David  himself  had  done.  Our  author,  indeed,  amrms 
once  and  again  that  David  took  it  to  be  an  absolute  promise  to 
him  and  his  posterity  of  an  uninterrupted  succession  to  the  throne 
without  any  condition  at  all,  see  pp.  261,  286.  But  that  David 
himself  understood  it  otherwise  is  evident  from  his  own  express  ac* 
count  of  it,  1  Kings  ii.  3, 4,  and  1  Chron.  xxviii.  6,  7,  9.  And  that 
Solomon  had  the  same  notion  of  it,  appears  from  what  he  saith  in 
his  prayer  at  the  dedication  of  the  temple  :  *  Now,  therefore,  O 
Lord  God  of  Israel,  keep  with  thy  servant  David  my  father  that 
which  thou  hast  promised  him,  saying.  There  shall  not  fail  thee  a 
man  in  my  sight  to  sit  upon  the  throne  of  Israel ;  yet  so  that  thy 
children  take  heed  in  their  way,  to  walk  in  my  law  as  thou  hast 
walked  before  me,'  2  Chron.  vi.  16.  Add  to  this,  that  God  himself 
appeared  unto  Solomon,  and  promised  him  to  establish  the  throne 
of  his  kingdom  if  he  *  observed  his  statutes  and  judgments,'  as  Pavid  ^t 
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his  father  had  done;  and  on  the  other  band,  threatened  to  destroy  both 
kings  and  people,  if  they  ^  forsook  bis  statutes  and  judgments,  and 
served  other  gods,  and  worshipped  them  ;  and  that  he  would  *  root 
them  out  of  that  land,  and  destroy  that  house  which  was  called  bv  hia 
name,  and  make  them  a  bye-word,  and  an  astonishment  to  all  na- 
tions,' see  1  Kings  ix.  4 — 10.  It  is  therefore  justly  observed  as  an 
aggravation  of  Solomon's  guilt,  that  his  *  heart  was  turned  from 
the  Lord  God  of  Israel  which  had  appeared  unto  him  twice,  and 
had  commanded  him  concerning  this  thing,  that  he  should  not  go 
after  other  eods ;  but  that  he  kept  not  that  which  the  Lord  com- 
manded,' 1  Kings  xi.  9,  10.  This  being  the  true  state  of  the  case, 
if  God  had  alSolutely  deprived  Solomon  himself  and  all  his  pos- 
terity of  the  kingdom,  he  could  not  justly  have  complained  of  any 
thing  but  his  own  conduct,  who  had  broken  the  conditions  on  which 
he  knew  it  was  originally  granted  to  David  and  his  family.  But  it 
pleased  Grod  to  deal  more  tenderly  with  him.  We  are  told  that 
the  Lord  declared  unto  him,  probably  by  some  prophet  who  was 
sent  to  deliver  that  message,  tnat  because  he  had  not  kept  his  co- 
venant and  his  statutes,  the  kingdom  should  be  *  rent  from  his 
son,'  and  given  to  his  servant,  yet  not  entirely,  but  so  that  a  part 
of  it  should  still  be  reserved  to  his  family,  and  that  he  himself 
should  enjoy  the  whole  of  it  during  his  own  life-time  ;*  see  1  Kings 
xi.  11 — 14.  And  accordingly  the  prophet  Ahijah  was  sent  in  the 
name  of  God  to  promise  to  Jeroboam  Solomon^s  servant  the  kingdom 
of  the  ten  tribes  ;  at  the  same  time  letting  him  know  that  it  was 
the  will  of  God  that  Solomon  should  possess  the  kingdom  during 
his  own  hfe-time,  and  that  his  son  also  should  have  uie  kingdom 
of  Judah  continued  to  him.  And  this  promise  to  Jeroboam  was 
also  conditional ;  that  if  he  would  '  hearken  unto  all  that  God 
commanded,'  and  would  '  walk  in  his  vmys  to  keep  his  statutes  and 
commandments  as  David  had  done,  God  would  ouild  him  a  sure 
house,  as  he  did  for  David,  and  would  give  Israel  unto  him ;'  see 
1  Kings  xi.  29 — 38.  This  message,  which  the  prophet  Ahijah  de- 
livered by  the  divine  command  to  Jeroboam,  when  they  two  were 
alone  in  the  field,  is  what  our  author  hath  improved  mto  a  con- 
spiracy of  the  prophets,  whom  he  represents  as  very  profound  poli- 
ticians, that  had  laid  their  projects  deep  for  bringing  about  a  new 
revolution  in  the  state,  though  how  they  were  to  effect  it,  or  how 
the  prophets  came  to  have  such  an  interest  among  the  tribes,  as  to 
be  able  to  give  ten  tribes  to  one,  and  reserve  two  to  another,  he 
doth  not  inform  us.  However,  he  assures  us,  that  ^  Ahijah  let 
Jeroboam  into  those  secrets  and  deep  designs  of  state ;'  and  laid 
before  him  what  was  *  intended  and  projected'  by  the  prophets 

*  Our  author  adcribes  Solomon's  being  preserved  in  the  possession  of  the  kingdom 
during  his  life-time  to  his  being  strengthened  by  foreign  alliances,  among  which  he  par- 
ticularly mentions  his  alliance  with  Egypt ;  when  it  appears  ou  the  contrary»  that  Egypt, 
instead  of  giving  solemn  alliance,  rather  gave  encouragement  to  his  enemies,  and  was  a 
harbour  for  disaffected  persons,  probably  through  envy  or  jealousy  of  Solomon's  great- 
ness. Thither  fled  Jeroboam  when  Solomon  sought  to  slay  him,  and  thither  fled  Hadad 
the  Edomite,  and  both  met  with  great  countenance  and  assistance  there^  , 
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against  Solomon  and  his  family ;  and  that  if  he  would  be  governed 
by  them,  and  '  destroy  all  idolaters/  they  would  order  matters  so 
that  he  should  have  the  crown.  According  to  this  account  Jero* 
boam  must  have  known  that  the  whole  was  merely  a  contrivance  of 
those  politicians  the  prophets,  and  that  there  was  nothing  of  extra- 
ordinary prediction  or  divine  inspiration  in  the  case.  But  it  is 
certain  Jeroboam  himself  was  of  another  mind.  He  knew  nothing 
of  those  prophetical  secrets  and  '  deep  designs  of  state '  which  our 
author  is  the  first  that  has  discovered  to  the  world.  For  when  his 
son  Ahijah  was  sick,  he  desired  his  wife  to  disguise  herself,  and  go 
to  Shiloh  to  inquire  about  him,  giving  this  reason  for  it :  ^  Behold 
there  is  Ahijah  the  prophet  which  told  me  that  I  should  be  king 
over  this  people,  go  to  him,  and  he  shall  tell  thee  what  shall  become 
of  the  child,'  1  Kings  xiv.  2,  3.  Where  it  is  evident  that  he  looked 
upon  Ahijah  as  a  true  prophet  of  God,  extraordinarily  inspired  to 
foretel  future  events ;  and  ne  mentions  his  having  foretold  that  he 
should  be  king  over  Israel  as  a  proof  of  it.  And  indeed  his  fore- 
telling so  clearly  and  expressly  tiiis  extraordinary  revolution  in  the 
^  days  of  Solomon,  when  there  was  so  little  likelihood  of  effecting  it, 
and  his  foretelling  with  so  much  particularity  that  Jeroboam  should 
reign  over  ten  of  the  tribes  ana  no  more;  and  the  exact  accom- 
plishment of  it,  contrary  to  all  appearance,  and  which  would  have 
been  prevented  if  Rehoboam  had  but  behaved  with  common 
prudence,  and  had  hearkened  to  the  advice  which  the  wise  coun- 
sellors gave  him ;  this  showed  that  the  prophet  Ahijah  was  indeed 
sent  of  God,  and  that  that  whole  affair,  which  it  was  impossible  for 
any  human  sagacity  to  foresee,  was  ordered  and  over-ruled  by  his 
dl-disposing  providence,  for  accomplishing  his  own  just  and 
righteous  judgments. 

This  ought  to  have  engaged  Jeroboam,  who  was  convinced  that 
Ahijah  was  sent  of  God,  to  nave  conformed  himself  strictly  to  the 
conomands  that  were  ^ven  him  by  that  prophet,  in  the  name  of 
God,  when  he  foretold  his  coming;  to  the  throne  of  Israel.  But 
though  Jeroboam  knew  that  the  kingdom  was  rent  from  Solomon, 
as  a  punishment  for  his  idolatry,  and  that  when  it  pleased  God  to 
promise  the  kingdom  of  Israel  to  himself,  and  to  his  posterity,  it 
was  on  condition  of  ^  walking  in  his  ways,'  and  *  keeping  his 
statutes  and  commandments,'  yet  in  express  contradiction  to  the 
divine  law,  he  set  up  the  calves  at  Dan  and  Bethel ;  not  as  this 
author  represents  it,  from  the  friendly  regard,  he  had  to  toleration 
and  liberty  of  conscience,  but  merely  from  a  motive  of  worldly  carnal 
policy ;  for  fear  that  if  the  people  had  continued  to  go  up  to  wor- 
ship at  Jerusalem,  they  should  revolt  to  the  family  of  David  again, 
I  Kings  xii.  26 — 28.  But  this  irreligious  policy  of  his,  through 
the  just  iudgment  of  God,  only  served  to  hasten  the  ruin  of  his 
house,  which  it  was  designed  to  establish.  The  same  prophet 
Ahijali,  that  had  foretold  his  advancement  to  the  throne  ot  Israel, 
did  also  by  divine  appointment  declare  that  Jeroboam's  whole  race 
and  family  should  be  cut  off  and  destroyed  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
he  expressly  foretold,  that  God  '  would  root  up  Israel  .o^|  ^t^bglc 
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good  land  which  he  gave  to  their  fathers^  and  scatter  them  beyond 
the  river/  1  Kings  xiv.  4.  A  clear  evidence  that  he  spake  by 
divine  inspiration,  since  he  so  clearly  foretold  an  event  v^hich  did  not 
happen  till  some  ages  after.  Jeroboam's  son  Nadab,  and  all  his 
family  was  destroyed  (as  Ahiiah  had  foretold,  though  it  can  hardly 
be  supposed  that  that  prophet,  who  was  then  blind  and  decrepid 
with  age,  could  be  capable  of  forming  projects  to  effect  it)  by 
Baasha ;  and  afterwards  Baasha's  son  Elah,  and  all  his  house,  were 
destroyed  by  Zimri ;  which  event  was  also  exactly  foretold  by  the 
prophet  Jehu,  whilst  Baasha  was  in  all  his  prosperity.  And  then 
Zimri,  within  seven  days  after  his  usurping  the  throne,  was  de- 
stroyed by  Omri,  who  after  a  civil  war  for  some  years,  between  him 
and'Tibni,  was  established  on  the  throne.  Our  author  would  fain 
lay  all  these  commotions  and  revolutions  to  the  charge  of  the  pro- 
phets. He  calls  them  ^revolutions  in  favour  of  religion,'  and  saitb, 
that  ^  all  this  slaughter  and  bloodshed  was  for  religion ;'  see  pp. 
310,  31 1 .  Though  there  is  not  the  least  proof  that  religion  was  so 
much  as  pretended  by  Baasha  or  Zimri,  as  the  cause  of  their  con- 
spiracies. Nor  indeed  can  it  be  supposed  that  they  would  pretend  , 
the  setting  up  and  worshipping  the  calves  at  Dan  and  Bethel  to  be 
the  cause  of  their  conspiracies,  which  they  found  no  fault  with,  and 
practised  themselves,  both  before  and  after  their  coming  to  the 
crown.  There  is  not  the  least  mention  of  the  prophets  in  all  these 
revolutions,  any  farther  than  that  they  had  foretold  them  a  con- 
siderable time  before  they  happened.  And  if  this  must  be  allowed 
to  be  a  proof  of  their  having  effected  them,  then  the  prophets  may, 
with  equal  reason,  be  charged  with  being  the  authors  of  all  the 
wonderful  revolutions  in  the  successive  monarchies  and  empires  of 
the  world,  which  they  distinctly  foretold ;  which  would  be  to  at- 
tribute to  them  a  kmd  of  divinity,  and  sovereign  dominion  over  the 
world  and  mankind.  And  at  that  rate  also  our  Saviour  must  be 
charged  with  being  the  cause  of  Judas's  treason,  because  he  clearly 
foretold  it. 

Our  author  observes,  that  when  an  account  is  given  of  Zimri's 
violent  death,  within  seven  days  after  his  mounting  the  throne,  it  is 
represented  as  a  punishment  upon  him,  not  for  the  murder  and 
treason  he  was  guilty  of,  in  murdering  Elah  and  all  his  house,  but 
only  for  *  his  doing  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  in  walking  in  the 
way  of  Jeroboam,  and  in  his  sin,  whereby  he  made  Israel  to  sin,* 
1  Itings  xvi.  19.  But  had  not  the  sacred  historian  mentioned  his 
murder  and  treason  just  before,  ver.  16 — 18,  as  the  reason  why  all 
the  people  rose  up  against  him,  and  besieged  him  in  Tirzah,  whereby 
he  was  compelled  to  burn  himself  in  his  palace  ?  Is  not  this  suf- 
ficiently declaring,  that  his  murder  and  treason  brought  his  de- 
struction upon  him  ?  And  though  his  treason  is  not  again  par- 
ticularly mentioned  in  the  nineteenth  verse,  among  his  evil  doings, 
that  brought  upon  him  the  divine  judgments,  but  *  his  walking  in 
the  ways  of  Jeroboam ;'  this  is  not  designed  to  signify,  that  his 
imitating  Jeroboam's  idolatiy  was  his  only  crime ;  for  his  '  treasoii 
that  he  wrought'  is  again  taken  notice  of,  in  the  verse  immediately 
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following.  But  according  to  the  Btat«d  order  observed  by  the 
sacred  historian,  it  is  observed  of  him,  as  well  as  of  the  other  kings 
of  Israel,  that  he  was  engaged  in  the  same  course  of  political  idolatry 
with  his  predecessors.  And  this  was  particularly  proper  to  show, 
that  it  was  not  for  any  aversion  he  had  to  the  sins  and  idolatry 
that  Baasha's  house  was  guilty  of,  that  he  rose  up  against  them,  but 
merely  to  gratify  his  own  ambition  and  cruelty  and  lust  of  reigning. 
Thus  it  is  observed,  ver.  13  of  that  chapter  where  an  account  is 
given  of  the  destruction  of  Baasha's  family,  that  it  was  because  of 
*  their  sins,  by  which  they  made  Israel  to  sin,  in  provoking  the 
Lord  God  of  Israel  to  anger  with  their  vanities,  or  idols ;'  where 
their  idolatry  is  mentioned  as  the  cause  of  the  ruin  that  befel  th^n 
in  God's  righteous  judgment.  And  yet  that  it  was  not  the  design 
of  the  sacred  writer  to  insinuate  that  this  was  the  only  wickedness 
that  exposed  them  to  the  divine  vengeance  is  evident,  since  in  the 
seventh  verse  of  the  same  chapter  Baasha's  destroying  the  house  of 
Jeroboam,  which  however  just  as  from  God,  was  unjust  in  him, 
and  wholly  owing  to  his  own  cruelty  and  ambition,  is  cnarged  upon 
him  as  a  crime,  for  which  judgment  was  denounced  against  him 
and  his  family. 

This  writer  proceeds  next  to  the  reign  of  Ahab,  of  whom  and  his 
oueen  Jezebel  he  speaks  with  great  complacency,  fior  no  other  reason 
that  I  can  see,  but  because  they  are  stigmatized  in  the  Sacred 
Writings  for  their  wickedness  and  idolatry,  and  because  they  killed 
the  Lord's  prophets.  For  it  seems  to  be  a  constant  rule  with  him, 
to  do  all  he  possibly  can  to  vilify  and  blacken  the  best  and  brightest 
characters  there  spoken  of:  and  if  any  one  be  there  represented  as 
wicked  and  idolatrous,  this  is  sufficient  to  recommend  him  to  the 
esteem  of  our  pretended  moral  philosopher,  who  seems  as  solicitous 
to  blanch  over  the  crimes  and  vices  of  the  one,  as  to  sully  and 
calumniate  the  virtues  of  the  other. 

Ahab  and  Jezebel  not  only  built  a  house  or  temple  to  Baal,  and 
maintained  460  prophets  of  JBaal,  and  400  prophets  of  the  groves, 
in  express  breach  and  defiance  of  the  fundamental  laws  and  con- 
stitutions of  Israel ;  but  they  barbarously  persecuted  the  true  wor- 
shippers of  God,  *  threw  down  his  altars,  and  slew  his  prophets 
with  the  sword  ;'  see  1  Kings  xviii.  4,  13,  xix.  10.  Yet  this  writer, 
who  all  alon^  would  be  thought  such  an  enemy  to  persecution,  and 
seems  to  make  the  whole  of  religion  to  consist  in  ^  liberty  of  coDr 
science,'  and  will  scarce  allow  that  God  himself  hath  a  right  to 
punish  idolatry,  is  not  ashamed  to  stand  up  in  defence  of  Ahd)  and 
Jezebel,  for  murdering  the  Lord's  prophets;  and  even  whilst  he  is 
giving  an  account  of  this,  has  the  confidence  to  praise  the  ido- 
latrous kings  of  Israel,  for  maintaining  toleration  and  liberty  of 
conscience,  pp.  313, 314.  AH  that  I  can  make  of  this  is,  that  in 
this  author's  opinion  it  was  persecution  not  to  tolerate  the  public 
worship  of  Baal,  or  to  destroy  his  priests  and  altars,  but  it  was  no 
persecution  to  throw  down  God's  altars,  and  to  put  his  prophets  to 
death.  He  seejns  highly  to  approve  the  scheme  that  *  Ahab  laid 
to  root  out  the  prophets,  and  to  establish  some  other  religion  i»C(rft)Qlc 
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friendly  and  beneficent  to  mankind/  by  which  I  suppose  he  means 
the  '  Baalitish  idolatry,'  p.  312.  And  after  giving  a  very  favoni^ 
able  account  of  that  idolatry^  and  of  the  priests  of  Baal,  whom  he 
represents  as  friends  to  liberty  and  toleration,  he  affirms  that  *  No 
instance  can  be  given  throughout  the  whole  history,  where  any  of 
the  kings  charged  with  idolatry  used  any  force  or  violence,  to  oblige 
any  body  to  worship  thecalves,  Baal,  Ashteroth,  &c.,  and  that  they 
never  hindered  any  of  their  people  that  had  a  mind  to  go  up  to 
Jerusalem  to  worship  God  in  the  legal  way,  of  which  Tobit  was 
one.'*  And  he  denies  that  they  are  charged  with  enforcing  *  idol- 
atry by  law/  pp.  313, 314.  But  are  we  not  expressly  told  concern- 
ing Jehoram  kin&c  of  Judah,  that  '  he  made  high  places  in  the 
mountains  of  Judah,  and  caused  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  to 
commit  fornication  (by  which  is  evidently  there  meant  idolatry), 
and  compelled  Judah  thereto,*  2  Chron.  xxi.  11  ?  Can  any  thing 
be  a  more  direct  proof  of  what  this  writer  with  so  much  confidence 
denies  ?  And  this  Jehoram  probably  did,  in  imitation  of  the  kings 
of  Israel,  and  particularly  of  the  house  of  Ahab.  For  it  is  observed 
a  little  before,  that  *  he  walked  in  the  way  of  the  kings  of  Israel, 
like  as  did  the  house  of  Ahab ;  for  he  had  the  daughter  of  Ahab  to 
wife/  ver.  6.  And  the  *  statutes  of  Omri/  who  was  Ahab's  father, 
mentioned  Micah  vi.  16,  cannot  well  be  understood  of  any  thing 
else  than  some  laws  for  enforcing  idolatry  by  the  public  authority. 
But  need  we  go  farther  for  a  proof  of  the  persecuting  rage  of  some 
at  least  of  the  idolatrous  kin^,  than  the  reign  of  Ahab,  the  veiy 
time  this  author  fixes  upon  for  extolling  their  lenity  and  indul- 
gence ?  The  persecution  was  so  severe,  that  all  public  worship  of 
the  ti*ue  God  was  entirely  prohibited.  And  as  many  of  his  propnets 
as  could  be  found,  whose  business  it  was  to  instruct  the  people  in 
the  true  religion,  were  slain  with  the  sword ;  so  that  Elijah  thought 
he  was  left  alone ;  and  that  there  were  no  true  worshippers  of  God 
left  in  Israel  but  himself:  thoij^h  God  informs  him  that  there  were 
some  thousands  that  had  not  fallen  into  the  common  idolatry,  but 
still  worshipped  the  true  God  in  private,  though  they  were  not  suf- 
fered to  do  it  in  a  public  way. 

But  our  moral  philosopher,  in  order  to  justiiy,  as  far  as  in  him 
lies,  the  violence  used  by  Ahab  and  Jezebel,  tells  us,  '  that  expe- 
rience had  evinced  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  regal  power  and 
pophetic  office  to  subsist  together,  and  therefore  Ahab  ought  to 
nave  put  an  end  to  this  holy  order,  and  thereby  have  cut  oflF  the 
occasion  of  more  religious  wars.  And  that  Jezebel  seemed  to  have 
had  some  appearance  of  natural  justice  in  the  scheme  she  laid  for 
the  destruction  of  the  Lord's  prophets ;  since  it  is  certain  that  they 

'  Tb&t  many  pious  persons  of  the  ten  tribes  went  up  from  time  to  time  to  worship 
at  Jernsalem,  we  may  well  suppose ;  but  this  was  not  with  the  allowance  of  their  kings, 
who  set  up  die  calves  at  Pan  and  Bethel  on  purpose  to  prevent  it.  Thus  particularly 
we  find  that  great  numbers  went  from  Israel  to  worship  at  Jerusalem  in  the  days  of 
Asa,  but  Baasha  king  of  Israel  was  so  far  from  allowing  it,  that  he  built  Ramah  *  to 
the  intent  that  none  might  go  out  or  come  in  to  Asa  king  of  Judah ;'  see  S  Chron. 
XV,  9,  xvi.  1.  f^  1 
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bad  greatly  inflamed  and  excited  the  people  to  rebellion,  and  cut 
ojBT  one  royal  family  after  another  for  above  two  hundred  years  past 
on  account  of  religion.  And  that  she  designed  to  exterminate 
them  as  enemies,  not  only  to  their  own  country,  but  to  the  common 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  world,'  pp.  312—314. 

But  it  doth  not  appear  that  Jezebel  had  any  inducement  to  do 
what  she  did  but  her  zeal  for  Baal  and  his  worship;  or  that  either 
she  or  Ahab  ever  so  much  as  pretended  to  charge  the  prophets  with 
having  been  the  authors  of  rebellions  and  insurrections  among  the 
people.  This  is  entirely  the  fiction  of  this  candid  and  righteous 
author,  without  any  thing  but  his  own  malice  against  the  prophets 
to  support  the  accusation.  And  this  is  the  way  he  hath  found  out 
to  reconcile  the  practice  of  persecution  with  a  pretended  zeal  against 
it.  It  is  but  charging  persons  with  treason  and  rebdlion  against 
the  state,  and  interpreting  their  faithful  warnings  against  the  public 
vices  and  idolatry,  to  be  a  design  to  stir  up  insurrections  among  the 
people,  and  then  it  is  right  to  destroy  them  without  being  guilty  of 
persecution  at  all.  Thus  he  takes  the  methods  that  the  worst  of 
persecutors  have  always  done :  first,  to  blad^en  the  characters  of 
the  good  men  they  had  a  mind  to  destroy,  and  fix  odious  brands 
upon  them  as  rebels  and  incendiaries,  and  then  to  use  them  cruelly, 
and  massacre  t^em ;  which  is  a  double  murder  committed,  upon 
their  persons  and  reputations.  Thus  the  apostles,  the  design  of 
whose  preaching  was  to  ^  turn  men  from  darkness  unto  light,'  from 
idolatry  and  vice  to  the  pure  worship  of  God,  and  the  practice  of 
righteousness,  were  represented  as  persons  that  ^  turned  the  world 
upside  down ;'  and  the  apostle  Paul  in  particular  was  charged  as  a 

*  pestilent  feUow/  and  a  *  mover  of  sedition.* 

Our  author  seems  to  mention  it  with  regret,  that  Ahab  could 
not  '  put  an  end  to  this  holy  order,'  as  he  hoped  to  have  done, 

*  because  the  prophets  had  still  more  interest  and  influence  with  the 
people  than  the  kings,'  p.  312.  And  that  Jezebel,  though  she  had 
cut  off  many  of  the  prophets,  found  it  ^  impossible  to  root  them 
out,  whilst  they  had  so  much  interest,  and  the  people  were  resolved 
to  protect  them,'  p.  314.  This  is  said  with  a  view  to  insinuate 
what  power  they  had  to  raise  insurrections  and  commotions  among 
the  people.  But  how  absurd  is  it  to  talk  of  the  mighty  influence 
the  prophets  had  over  the  people,  at  a  time  when  the  whole  nation 
had  generally  fallen  into  idolatry  in  opposition  to  their  instructions 
and  admonitions,  and  the  few  that  had  kept  themselves  pure  from 
it  were  scarce  to  be  discerned,  and  durst  not  publicly  show  them- 
selves. If  the  prophets  '  had  so  much  interest'  with  the  people, 
and  they  were  *  resolved  to  protect  them,'  how  came  Jezebel  to 
have  it  in  her  power  to  destroy  as  many  of  them  as  she  could  find  ? 
For  if  any  escaped,  it  was  only  owing  to  their  being  concealed  in 
secret  places,  hke  those  whom  Obadiah  fed  with  bread  and  water 
in  a  cave,  or  to  their  flying  out  of  the -country.  It  appears  from 
the  account  we  have  of  Elnah  himself,  the  most  eminent  prophet 
of  that  time,  that  he  lived  ror  the  most  part  during  that  reign  in 
obscurity  and  retirement,  in  constant  hazard  of  his  life,  persecutecUip 
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from  place  to  place ;  nor  do  we  find  him  coming  into  places  of 
public  resort,  but  when  he  was  sent  upon  extraordinary  messages 
from  God,  which  he  delivered  and  discharged  with  an  undaunted 
fortitude.     The  only  instance  that  can  be  produced  to  show  his 

Eower  and  influence  over  the  people,  is  what  this  writer  mentions, 
is  procuring  Baal's  prophets  to  be  slain  when  they  were  assembled 
together  to  Mount  Carmel.  But  this  was  only  the  effect  of  a  sudden 
strong  impression  that  was  then  made  upon  the  people,  upon  their 
seeing  the  signal  miracle  which  was  wrought  before  them  all,  and 
which  gave  them  an  illustrious  proof  upon  a  solemn  contest,  that  he 
was  a  true  prophet  of  God,  and  that  the  Lord  Jehovah  whose  pro- 
phet he  was,  was  the  only  true  God.  Under  the  influence  of  this 
present  conviction  they  obeyed  the  directions  he  gave  them  to  de- 
stroy those  prophets  who  were  then  engaged  in  the  very  act  of 
idolatry.  This,  though  an  extraordinary  action,  was  very  just,  both 
as  a  retaliation  for  the  destruction  of  the  Lord's  prophets  who  had 
been  causelessly  put  to  death  by  Jezebel,  and  probably  at  the  in- 
stigation of  these  false  prophets ;  and  because  these  persons  were 
all  of  them  notorious  criminals,  devoted  to  death  by  the  fundamental 
laws  of  their  constitution,  which  was  of  divine  original  and  appoint- 
ment.* To  which  was  added  at  that  time  the  special  command 
and  authority  of  God  himself,  who  upon  Elijah's  prayer  and  solemn 
appeal  to  him  before  all  the  people,  gave  an  illustrious  attestation 
from  heaven  that  Elijah  was  his  servant,  and  that  what  he  then 
did  was  '  according  to  his  word,'  that  is,  by  commission  from  him ; 
see  1  Kings  xviii.  36,  &c.  Ahab  himself,  who  seems  to  have  been 
present  at  this  contest  between  Elijah  and  the  prophets  of  Baal, 
was  probably  struck  at  that  time  with  what  he  saw  as  much  as 
the  people,  and  therefore  made  no  opposition  to  the  slaying  of 
Baal's  prophets.  And  it  plainly  appears  from  the  account  there 
given  us,  that  he  believed  what  Elijah  then  assured  him  of,  that 
God  would  immediately  put  an  ena  to  the  grievous  drought  that 
had  so  long  afflicted  the  whole  country,  and  send  a  great  quantity 
of  rain,  which  accordingly  upon  Elijah's  earnest  prayer  to  God 
was  accompHshed  that  very  day. 

One  would  think  that  Elijah's  interest  with  the  people  was  now 
at  the  height,  and  that  now,  if  ever,  they  should  oe  ^  resolved  to 
protect  him.'  And  yet  so  little  was  Jezebel  apprehensive  of  this 
pretended  influence  of  the  prophets  to  raise  insurrections  and  com- 
motions, that  as  soon  as  she  heard  of  what  Elijah  had  done,  she 
sent  a  peremptory  message  to  him  that  she  would  have  his  life  the 
very  next  day ;  and  he  had  no  way  of  escaping  her  rage  but  by 
flying  first  into  Judah,  and  then  into  the  wilderness,  alone  and 
destitute  of  all  human  succour  and  protection. 

Afterwards,  indeed,  we  find  him  coming  to  Ahab  again  with  a 
special  message  from  God,  and  denouncing  the  most  dreadful  ven- 
geance against  him  and  his  family  for  the  murder  of  Naboth.     An 

*  Besides  the  general  law  for  puoisbing  those  with  death  that  seduced  the  people  to 
idolatry,  there  was  a  particular  law  which  appointed  that  the  prophet  that  should  *  speak 
iu  the  name  of  other  gods/  should  be  put  to  death,  Deut.  xviii.  20.       f^  r^r^nA  o 
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execrable  wickedness,  contrived  by  Jezebel,  and  approved  byAhab, 
and  which  may  let  us  into  the  true  character  of  both.  For  what 
could  be  a  more  flagrant  and  deliberate  wickedness,  than  first  to 
suborn  false  witnesses  against  a  good  and  innocent  man,  and  to 
get  him  condemned  for  blasphemy  against  God,  and  treason  against 
the  king  (which  charge  was  as  true  as  that  which  this  writer  ad- 
vances against  the  prophets),  and  then  destroy  and  murder  him 
under  that  pretence,  and  probably  his  children  with  him,  as  may 
be  gathered  from  2  Kings  ix.  26,  and  so  seize  his  inheritance  ?  It 
was  on  this  occasion  that  Ahab,  meeting  Elijah,  said  to  him,  ^  Hast 
tliou  found  me,  O  mine  enemy?'  see  1  Kings  xxi.  17 — 20.  And 
he  had  once  before  called  him  '  the  troubler  of  Israel,'  chap,  xviii. 
17.  Not  that  he  intended  to  charge  him  with  raising  insurrections 
and  commotions  against  the  government,  but  he  hated  him  for  his 
faithful  reproofs,  and  dreaded  the  judgments  he  denounced  with  an 
impartial  zeal  against  him  for  his  sins.  The  answer  that  Elijah 
returned  to  him  on  both  those  occasions  is  remarkable :  he  lets  him 
know  that  it  was  he,  bv  his  own  wickedness,  that  brought  those 
evils  both  upon  himself  and  upon  the  people.  Compare  1  Kins;s 
xviii.  18,  and  chap.  xxi.  20,  &c.,  in  whicn  latter  passage  he  plainly 
and  expressly  foretels  the  ruin  that  should  befal  Anab  and  his 
family,  and  the  principal  circumstances  of  it,  with  a  wonderful  par* 
ticularity,  all  which  received  an  exact  accomplishment.  The  effect 
this  had  upon  Ahab,  in  the  outward  signs  of  repentance  and  humi- 
liation it  produced,  though  it  did  not  effect  a  true  repentance  and 
amendment,  but  was  a  transient  remorse  that  soon  went  off,  showed 
the  inward  conviction  he  had  that  Elijah  was  a  true  prophet  of  the 
Lord  extraordinarily  sent  and  inspired  by  him,  ana  the  reverence 
he  had  for  his  piety,  and  inflexible  righteousness  and  integrity. 
And  indeed  from  the  account  that  is  given  us  in  the  history  of 
Ahab,  it  seems  very  probable  that  at  the  latter  end  of  his  reign, 
though  he  did  not  cast  off  the  worship  of  Baal  which  he  continued 
in  to  the  end  of  his  life,  yet  he  was  also  willing  to  keep  up  some 
outward  form  of  woi*shipping  the  true  God,  and  of  showing  a 
regard  to  his  prophets,  and  did  not  so  openly  persecute  them  as  he 
bad  done  before.  And  accordingly,  it  is  not  improbable  that  he 
suffered  some  of  the  prophetical  schools  to  be  again  opened  ;  and 
was  willing  to  have  some  about  him  under  the  character  of  the 
Lord's  prophets,  who  yet  should  not  prove  troublesome  to  him  by 
their  reproofs.  And  accordingly,  as  some  true  prophets  were  suf- 
fered in  the  latter  end  of  Ahab's  reign,  as  we  may  gather  from  the 
instances  of  surh  prophets,  1  Kings  xx.  13,  28,  35  ;  so  there  were 
numbers  of  pretended  ones  that  assumed  that  character]  to  pay 
their  court  to  the  king,  and  who  took  care  to  please  and  flatter  him, 
and  to  prophesy  as  he  would  have  them.  Such  were  the  four  hun- 
dred that  encouraged  him  to  go  up  to  Ramoth  Gilead,  and  pro- 
mised him  victory  and  success.  These  were  the  prophets  he 
caressed,  whilst  he  hated  Micaiah  the  true  prophet  of  the  Lord, 
*c.nd  counted  him  his  enemy,  merely  because  he  reproved  him  for 
his  faults,  and  told  him  the  plain  truth,  and  did  not  flatter ^m^^ip 
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the  others  did.  Our  author,  indeed,  would  have  those  four  hundred 
pass  for  true  prophets  of  Grod,  that  he  may  the  better  charge  them 
i¥ith  conspiring  Ahab's  destruction.  But  this  hath  been  already 
sufficiently  exposed. 

The  next  instance  this  writer  mentions  is  the  afiair  of  Jehu^s 
being  anointed  king  of  Israel,  and  destroying  the  whole  house  of 
Ahab.  And  this  is  the  only  instance  that  can  be  produced,  of  a 
prophet's  expressly  anointing  a  person  to  be  king  with  a  commis- 
sion to  destroy  the  king  that  then  reigned  and  his  family.  The 
history  represents  this  as  done  by  the  special  command  of  God 
himself;  but  he  will  have  it  to  be  only  a  conspiracy  of  the  prophets 
against  the  house  of  Ahab,  merely  to  gratify  their  own  spite  and 
revenge  without  any  divine  commission  at  all,  though  they  feigned 
it  the  better  to  execute  their  designs.  This  makes  a  vast  difference 
in  the  cases.  The  true  question  therefore  is,  first,  whether  God 
himself  had  a  right  to  transfer  the  crown  from  the  house  of  Ahab, 
and  to  order  that  whole  royal  family  to  be  extirpated.  And  next, 
what  proof  there  is  that  the  prophet  had  such  a  command  or  com- 
mission from  God. 

The  first  question  admits  of  an  easy  decision.  For  not  to  urge 
that  God,  by  virtue  of  his  supreme  and  absolute  dominion  hath  a 
sovereign  right  to  transfer  kingdoms  from  one  family  to  another, 
and  to  dispose  of  men's  lives,  and  can  put  an  end  to  them  when  he 
pleases  without  injustice,  even  supposing  them  innocent:  not  to 
urge  this,  it  is  incontestable,  that  he  hath  a  right  to  punish  his 
creatures  for  their  sins,  in  that  way  that  seemeth  most  fit  to  his 
infinite  wisdom  and  righteousness.  And  when  particular  persons 
or  families  have  been  remarkably  wicked,  all  that  own  a  providence 
must  acknowledge  that  it  is  no  unrighteous  thing  in  God  to  inflict 
remarkable  judgments  or  calamities  upon  them  as  a  punishment 
for  their  crimes,  even  to  their  utter  extirpation.  Now  the  case  we 
are  considering  is  that  of  a  very  wicked  familv,  in  which  there  had 
been  a  succession  of  kings  that  had  been  guilty  of  many  and  great 
vices  and  crimes,  and  particularly  of  an  open  revolting  from  the 
worship  of  the  true  God  to  the  worship  of  idols ;  and  that  in  a  nation 
that  was  peculiarly  set  apart  and  chosen  above  all  other  nations  to 
maintain  the  worship  ot  the  l3eity  in  a  world  overrun  with  poly- 
theism and  idolatry,  and  whose  constitution  and  polity,  which  was 
of  divine  appointment,  was  established  on  the  principle  of  wor- 
shipping the  one  only  living  and  true  God.  These  princes  had 
not  only  broken  through  and  endeavoured  to  subvert  these  fun- 
damental laws  of  the  state,  and  the  original  contract  and  covenant 
on  which  that  community  was  founded,  and  by  which  their  right  to 
their  country  and  all  their  privileges  was  suspended,  but  they  had 
with  the  utmost  cruelty  persecuted  and  endeavoured  to  destroy 
those  that  stood  up  for  the  ancient  laws  and  constitutions,  and  had 
compelled  the  people  to  violate  them ;  and  thus  had  shown  them- 
selves the  greatest  enemies  to  God,  to  the  laws,  and  to  their  country, 
upon  which  they  had  brought  many  calamities  by  their  wickedness. 
Now  upon  this  view,  will  any  say  that  it  was  unjust  ur<ipd  Jo  Je- 
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piVe  such  a  family  of  the  royal  power  of  which  they  had  made  so 
ill  an  use,  and  even  utterly  to  destroy  them  ?  If  he  had  cut  then 
off  by  diseases,  by  pestilence,  by  thunder,  or  an  immediate  stroke 
from  heaven,  few  would  have  pretended  to  dispute  the  justice  of  it. 
And  if  God  hath  a  right  to  cut  them  off,  he  may  do  it  in  that  way 
that  seemeth  to  him  most  fit,  and  therefore  may  do  it  by  the  sword 
of  others  commissioned  by  him  to  destroy  them,  if  this  appears  to 
him  to  be  most  proper  to  answer  the  ends  intended  in  the  punish- 
ment. If  he  had  cut  them  off  by  an  extraordinary  disease  or  im- 
mediate stroke,  this  might  have  been  attributed  to  chance,  it  would 
not  have  been  so  evident  on  what  account  this  was  inflicted.  But 
his  appointing  one  of  another  family  to  be  king,  with  an  express 
commission  to  extirpate  that  wicked  race  in  a  declared  execution 
of  the  sentence  that  nad  been  pronounced  against  them  long  before 
for  their  wickedness,  tended  to  show  both  the  new  king  and  the 
people  the  great  heinousness  of  those  crimes,  and  what  ruin  it 
would  brin^  upon  them,  if  they  should  imitate  that  unhappy  fiimily 
in  that  idolatry  and  wickedness  which  had  exposed  them  to  such 
an  exemplary  vengeance.  And  if  the  succeeding  kings  and  the 
people  or  Israel  had  made  a  just  and  wise  improvement  of  this 
event,  it  might  have  prevented  the  ruin  of  both,  and  all  the  cala- 
mities that  afterwards  befel  them  in  their  final  desolation  and  cap- 
tivity. In  which  case  it  would  have  been  apparent  that  this  ex- 
emplary punishment  on  Ahab's  wicked  race  was  desired  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole:  as  the  just  punishment  of  wicked  malefactors 
is  fitted  and  desired  to  promote  the  general  good  of  the  com- 
munity. And  if  it  actually  had  not  that  effect,  it  was  their  own 
fault,  who  did  not  make  that  use  of  it  they  might  and  ought  to 
have  done.  And  if  upon  such  a  view  it  appears  that  the  destruction 
of  Ahab's  family  was  entirely  iust  as  from  God,  then  on  supposition 
that  he  sent  and  commanded  his  prophet  by  his  divine  authority  to 
anoint  Jehu  king  with  a  commission  to  execute  his  righteous  ven- 
geance on  that  wicked  family,  there  was  nothing  vnron^  in  the  pro- 
phet's conduct  in  delivering  the  message  God  sent  him  upon :  on 
the  contrary,  it  would  have  been  wron^,and  an  act  of  rebellion  and 
disobedience  against  God  to  have  dechned  it. 

But  the  question  remains,  what  proof  is  there  that  God  did 
indeed  send  the  prophet  to  anoint  Jehu,  and  that  all  this  was  done 
by  the  divine  order  and  appointment  ?  And  of  this,  taking  the 
whole  account  as  it  lies  before  us  in  the  sacred  history,  there  is 
clear  and  convincing  evidence.  As  God  had  been  pleased,  in  his 
great  mercy,  to  raise  up  eminent  prophets  to  Israel  in  the  time  of 
this  their  great  degeneracy,  in  order  to  preserve  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  religion  among  them,  when  they  were  in  the  utmost  danger 
of  utterly  losing  and  forsaking  it :  so  he  gave  those  prophets  Uie 
roost  convincing  illustrious  attestations  of  their  divine  mission,  suf- 
ficient to  have  convinced  kings  and  people  that  they  were  indeed 
extraordinarily  sent  and  inspired  of  Uod.  More  and  greater  mi- 
racles were  wrought  by  Elijah  and  Elisha  in  a  few  years,  than  had 
been  done  for  several  hundred  years  before,  from  the  days  ^fj^l^f^lp 
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to  that  time.  Thus  it  pleased  God  to  order  it  in  his  great  wisdom 
and  goodness,  because  then  there  was  greater  need  of  them. 
With  regard  to  Elijah,  to  give  the  greater  weight  to  his  prophetic 
mission,  God  having  determined  to  punish  that  guilty  people  with 
a  most  grievous  dearth  and  famine  for  their  wickedness  and 
idolatry,  a  punishment  which  had  been  threatened  in  that  case 
in  the  law  itself,  Deut.  xxviii.  23,  so  ordered  it  that  it  should  be 
brought  on  at  Elijah's  word,  and  removed  at  his  prayer.  Upon 
a  solemn  appeal  to  heaven  he  gave  a  most  illustnous  testimony 
to  him  as  his  faithful  prophet  and  servant,  in  the  sight  of  the 
king  and  all  the  people  at  Mount  Carmel.  Two  companies  of 
men  that  were  sent  one  after  another  to  seize  him,  were  at 
his  word  consumed  by  *  fire  from  heaven.'  '  He  raised  the 
dead/  and  was  himself  at  length  taken  bodily  in  an  extraordinary 
manner  into  heaven.  Elisha,  that  succeeded  him  in  the  prophetical 
office,  had  his  divine  mission  confirmed  by  no  less  extraordinary 
attestations.  At  his  word  the  unwholesome  waters  and  barren  soil 
had  new  qualities  given  them.  At  his  word  the  Syrian  Naaman 
was  liealecl  of  his  leprosy,  and  his  own  servant,  Gehazi,  struck  with 
it  in  a  moment,  as  a  punishment  for  bis  baseness  and  falsehood. 
He  was  enabled,  as  well  as  Elijah, '  to  raise  the  dead,'  which  seems 
to  be  an  act  of  dominion  and  power  peculiar  to  God  himself,  the 
Lord  of  nature  and  governor  of  the  world.  He  gave  the  most  ex- 
traordinary proofs  of  a  divine  inspiration  and  supernatural  know- 
ledge, in  his  disclosing  to  the  king  of  Israel  the  councils  which  the 
king  of  Syria  took  in  his  bed-chamber.  At  a  time  when  the  armies 
of  three  kings  were  ready  to  perish,  he  foretold  both  that  imme- 
diately they  should  have  abundance  of  water,  of  which  they  stood 
in  the  utmost  need,  and  that  they  should  obtain  victory  over  their 
enemies,  when  there  was  no  human  appearance  of  either.  When 
Samaria  was  besieged  by  a  vast  host  of  Syrians,  and  reduced  to 
the  extremity  of  distress  by  famine,  and  no  human  succour  near, 
he  expressly  declared,  in  the  name  of  God,  that  the  next  day  there 
should  be  such  a  plenty  of  all  things,  that  a  lord  that  stood  by 
thought  it  scarce  possible  to  be  eflfected,  even  if  God  should  open 
the  heaven?,  and  pour  down  provisions  upon  them  from  thence. 
And  he  also  foretold  that  that  lord  himself  should  see  it,  but  should 
not  eat  of  it.  And  both  these  things  were  literally  fulfilled,  which 
it  was  impossible  for  any  human  knowledge  to  foresee.  With  regard 
to  the  destruction  of  Ahab's  family,  Elijah  had  by  divine  inspi- 
ration expressly  denounced  it  to  Ahab  himself  manv  years  before  it 
happened,  and  had  foretold  Ahab's  own  death  with  this  particular 
circumstance,  that  the  ^  dogs  should  lick  his  blood  where  that  of 
Naboth  had  been  shed.'  It  was  also  revealed  to  him  that  Jehu 
should  be  king  over  Israel  near  twenty  years  before  it  happened, 
and  he  was  commanded  to  anoint  him,  that  is,  to  cause  him  to  be 
anointed  ;  for  he  was  not  to  do  it  immediately  himself,  since  the 
time  appointed  for  it  in  the  divine  providence  was  not  yet  come ; 
but  he  was  to  appoint  Elisha  to  do  it,  who  was  to  succeed  him  in 
the  prophetical  office.     Accordingly,  when  the  seasonxame  which 
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God  saw  fit  for  executing  thejust  sentence  that  had  been  denounced 
so  lon^  before,  the  propnet  Elisha  was  put  upon  it  by  the  same  ex- 
traordinary divine  impulse  and  authority  by  which  he  was  enabled 
to  work  such  astonisning  miracles  above  all  human  power  to  per- 
form, and  to  foretel  things  above  the  reach  of  man  to  foresee.  And 
indeed,  the  circumstances  of  the  affair  itself,  and  the  manner  of 
bringing  it  about,  showed  that  there  was  an  extraordinary  hand  of 
God  in  it.  Elisha  only  sent  a  person  to  call  out  Jehu  on  a  sudden 
from  the  company  where  he  was  sitting,  and  anoint  him  king,  and 
then  the  man  that  did  it  fled.  Upon  this  Jehu  was  immediately, 
and  as  it  were  in  a  moment,  acknowledged  by  all  the  captains  and 
the  whole  army,  though  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any 
previous  concert,  por  any  steps  taken  to  prepare  matters  for  such  a 
revolution.  This  is  a  most  surprising  event,  and  which  must  be 
ascribed  to  an  extraordinary  influence  of  divine  providence.  It 
was  scarce  possible  to  foresee  in  a  human  way  that  this  would  have 
had  such  an  effect.  It  rather  might  have  been  thought  that  it 
would  have  exposed  the  prophet  himself,  and  perhaps,  to  use  our 
author's  expressions,  *  have  endangered  the  whole  order.'  But  the 
prophet  Elisha,  who  was  assured  that  it  was  from  God,  was  not  at 
all  solicitous  about  the  issue  of  it,  since  he  very  well  knew  what  the 
event  would  be,  without  taking  any  of  the  measures  or  precautions 
that  would  have  been  necessary,  if  the  affair  had  depended  merely 
on  the  management  of  human  policy.  As  to  this  writer's  sneer, 
that  the  '  king,  queen,  and  all  the  house  of  Ahab  were  most  re- 
ligiously murdered  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  ;'  if  Jehu  had  executed 
the  sentence  denounced  against  the  house  of  Ahab,  merely  in  obe-  • 
dience  to  the  command  of  God,  and  not  from  a  principle  of  private 
ambition  or  cruelty,  it  would  have  been  no  more  a  crime,  nor  to  be 
accounted  murder,  than  it  is  for  a  person  commissioned  by  a  just 
king  or  magistrate  to  put  malefactors  to  death  in  execution  of  the 
righteous  sentence  pronounced  against  them. 

"Our  author  before  this  had  represented  the  prophet  Elisha's  ma- 
nagement with  Hazael  the  chief  captain  of  the  king  of  Syria,  as  a 
remarkable  proof  that  the  prophets  biought  about  their  own  predic- 
tions, by  accomplishing  in  a  natural  way  what  they  had  resolved 
upon  before,  see  pp.  306,  307.  The  account  he  gives  of  this  mat- 
ter is  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  one  entire  misrepresentation, 
as  any  one  will  find  that  will  compare  it  with  the  account  given  us 
in  the  place  he  himself  refers  to,  2  Kings  viii.  7,  &c.  He  supposes 
the  present  which  Benhadad  the  king  of  Syria  ordered  Hazael  to 
give  to  the  prophet  (the  magnificence  of  which  was  such  as  be- 
came a  king)  to  have  been  a  bribe  from  Hazael  himself,  though  he 
does  not  tell  us  what  the  bribe  was  given  him  for,  or  what  could 
be  Hazael's  view  in  it.  Was  it  in  Elisha's  power  to  set  whomso- 
ever he  would  on  the  throne  of  Syria  too,  as  he  would  persuade  us 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  prophets,  oy  their  interest  and  influence, 
to  make  whom  they  pleased  kings  of  Israel?  He  represents  it  as 
if  Elisha's  telling  Hazael  that  he  should  be  king  of  Syria,  was  *  to 
show  himself  not  ungrateful  for  what  he  had  taken  of  the  captain.' i 
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But  if  the  present  had  an  influence  upon  him,  it  should  rather  have 
bribed  him  to  declare  in  favour  of  the  king,  who  had  ordered  that 
present  to  be  given  hiw,  than  of  the  captain  who  only  delivered  it 
to  him  from  the  king.  The  prophet  showed  the  exactness  of  his 
foreknowledge  and  divine  inspiration  by  the  answer  he  gave  to 
Hazaely  whereby  he  let  him  know,  that  the  king  should  not  die 
of  the  disease,  and  yet  that  he  should  certainly  die  some  other  way : 
as  accordingly  he  did  by  the  hand  of  Hazael,  who  in  all  proba- 
bility had  already  concerted  measures  for  securing  the  crown  to 
himself  upon  Benhadad's  death,  and  had  resolved  to  hasten  his 
death.  And  the  prophet  here  gives  him  to  understand,  that  he 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  design  he  had  formed  ;  and  then  proceeds 
to  tell  him  what  execrable  cruelties  he  knew  he  would  be  guilty  of 
against  the  people  of  Israel,  when  he  should  be  kin^  of  Syria, 
l^is  writer  indeed  thinks  proper  to  represent  it  as  if  Hazael  had 
at  that  time  no  design  against  nis  master's  life  or  crown  at  all,  but 
was  put  upon  it  by  uie  prophet,  who  ^  sent  him  away  after  having 
given  him  sufficient  instructions  what  he  was  to  do/  that  is,  that 
he  was  to  murder  his  master,  and  seize  the  crown.  And  in  order 
to  account  for  the  prophet's  putting  Hazael  upon  this  murder  and 
treason,  he  tells  us,  that  it  ^  is  plam  that  Elisha  here  put  Hazael 
into  a  most  effectual  way  to  obtain  the  kingdom,  in  hopes  that,  hav- 
ing been  indebted  to  him  for  the  crown,  he  would  favour  his  coun<^ 
try,  and  put  an  end  to  the  war  against  Israel/  And  accordingly 
he  represents  him  as  having  *  taken  his  vows  and  protestations,  that 
if  he  should  happen  (i.  e.,  if  he  should  be  king  of  Syria)  he  would 
favour  Israel.'  Thus  he  is  willing  for  once  to  allow  the  prophet  to 
have  been  a  patriot,  and  a  friend  to  his  country,  that  he  may  bring 
him  in  for  having  a  hand  in  the  death  of  the  king  of  Syria.  But 
this  is  a  piece  of  history  entirely  of  the  author's  own  making.  For 
there  is  not  a  word  ot  it  in  the  account  given  us  of  this  matter 
in  the  sacred  records.  Nor  can  any  thing  be  more  absurd  than 
to  suppose  that  the  prophet  'put  Hazael  into  the  most  effec- 
tual way  to  obtain  the  kingdom,  in  hopes  that  he  would  favour  his 
country,  and  put  an  end  to  the  war  against  Israel,'  when  he  very 
well  knew  that  Hazael  would  prove  a  greater  plague  to  Israel  than 
all  the  kings  that  had  been  before  him.  How  far  the  prophet 
was  from  contributing  to  Hazael's  advancement  to  the  throne,  is 
evident  from  the  great  sorrow  and  concern  the  prospect  of  it  gave 
him.  He  wept  to  think  of  the  cruel  devastations  that  Hazael 
would  make  in  Israel,  and  the  calamities  he  would  bring  upon 
that  people*  '  I  know/  says  he,  '  the  evil  thou  wilt  do  unto  the 
children  of  Israel/  8cc.  Our  author  here  gives  us  a  cast  of  his  art, 
which  may  let  us  see  what  fair  dealing  we  are  to  expect  from  him ; 
for  whereas  the  prophet  saith, '  I  know,'  he  represents  it  as  if  he 
had  only  said,  *  I  fear,'  and  had  spoken  of  it  as  a  thing  of  which  he 
was  imcertain.  But  he  plainly  speaks  of  it  as  of  a  thing:  which  he 
was  absolutely  assured  of  by  revelation  from  God  himself:  and  this 
drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of  that  good  man  and  worthy  patriot.  All 
that  can  be  concluded  from  the  whole  story  is  on  the  one  hand,^  the 
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exactnesd  of  the  prophet's  foreknowledge,  and  his  having  the  cer- 
tain knowledge  of  future  events  extraordinarily  communicated  to 
him  from  God  himself;  and  on  the  other  hand,  his  great  huma- 
nity and  love  to  his  country.  And  this  is  a  manifest  proof  among 
many  others  that  might  be  produced  that  the  things  predicted  by 
the  prophets  were  not  of  their  own  procuring,  and  tnat  they  did 
not  merely  foretel  things  with  a  view  to  take  measures  to  accom- 
plish what  they  had  resolved  upon  before ;  though  this  writer  most 
absurdly  produces  this  very  instance  as  a  progf  of  it :  but  they 
foretold  them,  because  they  knew  by  divine  inspiration  they  would 
certainly  come  to  pass.  Many  of  the  things  they  foretold  were 
things  which  were  disagreeable  to  themselves,  and  which  they 
would  gladly  have  prevented,  if  it  had  depended  upon  their  own 
choice,  as  no  doubt  Elisha  would  have  done  HazaePs  advancement 
to  the  throne  of  Syria* 

The  same  propnet  Elisha  gave  a  farther  proof  of  his  divine  in* 
spiration,  in  that,  when  his  country  was  reouced  to  the  extremest 
misery  and  distress,  and  seemed  rumed  beyond  redress  through  the 
conquests  and  devastations  made  by  Hazael  and  his  successors, 
he  expressly  foretold  when  he  was  upon  his  death-bed,  the  wonder- 
ful change  that  would  soon  happen  in  affairs  by  the  elorious  vic^ 
tones  of  Joash  king  of  Israel  over  the  Syrians,  and  foretold  pre* 
cisely  the  number  of  victories  he  should  obtain,  viz.,  that  he  should 
vanquish  the  Syrians  thrice.  And  I  suppose  Uiis  writer  will  scarce 
pretend,  that  in  this  case  too  the  prophet  took  care  to  accomplish 
nis  own  predictions  in  a  natural  way,  and  enabled  the  Israelites  to 
beat  the  Syrians  thrice  after  his  own  death*  And  here  by  the 
way  I  would  observe,  how  far  that  brave  prince  Joash  was  from 
looking  upon  the  prophets  as  the  great  enemies  and  disturbers  of 
their  country,  ana  the  authors  of  all  the  mischiefs  and  calamities 
that  befel  the  state.  He  rather  regarded  them  as  the  greatest  de^ 
fence  and  protection  of  the  country  by  their  excellent  counsels,  and 
by  their  prayers  and  prevalency  with  God,  as  appears  from  the 
lamentation  he  made  over  the  dying  prophet  Elisha,  the  father 
and  head  of  the  prophets  at  that  time.  He  wept  over  his  face, 
and  said,  *  O  my  fattier,  my  father,  the  chariot  of  I§rael,  and  the 
horsemen  thereof,'  2  Kings  xiii.  14 — 19.  The  very  word  that 
Elisha  himself  had  used  concerning  the  prophet  Elijah  when  he 
was  taken  up  into  heaven. 

The  reign  of  Jeroboam  that  followed  was  a  successful  and  glo- 
rious one.  Our  author  takes  notice  of  this,  and  afler  having  ob- 
served that  '  this  king  was  as  great  an  encourager  of  idolatry  as 
any  that  had  been  before  him,'  (which  is  not  true,  for  he  only  fol- 
lowed the  sin  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  which  consisted  in 
worshipping  the  true  God  after  a  wrong  manner,  whereas  the  house 
of  Ahab  had  introduced  the  worship  of  Baal,  and  the  heathen 
deities,  which  was  an  express  and  open  revolting  from  the  God  of 
Israel)  he  adds,  that  Hhis  makes  it  evident,  that  the  tolei-alion 
(he  should  have  said  the  establishment,  for  this  was  really  the  case) 
of  idolatry,  had  not  been  the  real  cause  of  the  ruin  and  dexasta- 
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tion  of  this  country  for  above  two  hundred  years  back  :'  as  if  Jerobo- 
am's idolatry  was  the  cause  of  his  success.  But  all  that  can  be  ga- 
thered from  Jeroboam's  prosperity  and  success,  which  had  been  plainly 
foretold  by  the  prophet  Jonah,  2  Kings  xiv.  26,  is,  that  as  the  Isra- 
elites had  been  afflicted  for  their  sins  through  the  just  judgment 
of  God,  so  now  it  pleased  him  in  his  great  mercy  to  give  tnem  a 
respite  from  their  calamities,  and  to  try  what  influence  his  good- 
ness and  indulgence  would  have  upon  them ;  to  which  it  is  ex- 
pressly ascribed,  ver.  26,  27.  But  they  made  a  wrong  use  of 
their  prosperity  :  and  it  appears  from  the  lively  admonitions  of  the 
prophets,  who  lived  at  that  time,  that  all  manner  of  vice  and  wick- 
edness abounded  among  them.  And  this  their  abusing  the  divine 
goodness,  and  being  neither  reclaimed  by  his  mercies  nor  judg- 
ments to  repentance,  at  last  ended  in  their  utter  ruin.  As  to  what 
this  author  remarks,  that  '  Jeroboam  had  restored  the  observation 
of  all  the  sacrifices  and  festivals  of  Egypt ;'  there  is  nothing  of  this 
in  the  account  given  us  of  his  reign.  It  is  probable  indeed  that 
he  continued  the  feasts  which  the  first  Jeroboam  had  appointed. 
But  these  seem  only  in  imitation  of  those  instituted  in  tne  law  of 
Moses  with  a  small  variation.  See  1  Kings  xii.  32,  33.  Accord- 
ingly it  appears  from  the  prophet  Hosea,  who  prophesied  in  the 
days  of  Jeroboam  the  Second,  that  in  Israel  at  that  time  they 
had  their  new  moons  and  sabbath,  and  solemn  feasts.  He  speaks 
of  their  wine-offerings  and  sacrifices  to  the  Lord  Jehovah ;  and  of 
the  feast  of  the  Lord,  and  solemn  day  as  celebrated  among  them, 
Hos.  ii.  4,  5,  11.  And  Amos,  who  prophesied  at  the  same  time, 
talks  of  their  tithes  and  free-will  offerings,  their  feast  days,  and 
solemn  assemblies,  Amos  iv.  4,  5.  I  shall  not  examine  the  way 
our  author  takes  to  account  for  Jeroboam's  victories  over  the  Sy- 
rians :  nor  his  chronology  that  within  five  or  six  years  after  this 
king's  death,  the  Assyrians  destroyed  Damascus,  whereas  it  might 
be  plainly  shown  that  it  was  above  forty  years  after  his  death  that 
this  happened.  The  confusions  and  civil  wars  that  followed  the 
death  of  Jeroboam,  he  would  gladly  attribute  to  the  intiigues  of 
the  prophets,  though  there  is  not  one  word  or  circumstance  in  the 
history  that  c^n  a  fiord  the  least  pretence  for  such  a  suspicion. 

After  having  laid  the  ruin  and  captivity  of  Israel  to  the  charge  of 
the  prophets,  though  if  the  Israelites  had  complied  with  their  advice 
and  exhortations  their  ruin  had  been  prevented  ;  he  next  takes  notice 
of  the  bloody  war  between  Israel  and  Judah,  which  he  tells  us 
lasted  two  hundred  and  sixty  years,  that  is,  during  the  whole  time 
that  the  kingdom  of  Israel  subsisted.  And  this  also  he  represents 
as  he  had  done  all  the  rest,  as  a  war  carried  on  upon  the  account 
of  religion,  and  endeavours  to  interest  the  prophets  in  it,  whom  he 
represents  as  doing  all  they  could  to  restore  the  kin^rdom  to  the 
house  of  David,  pp.  320,  321.  But  all  that  he  here  offereth  is  one 
continued  misrepresentation.  The  war  between  Israel  and  Judah 
was  so  far  from  being  perpetual  and  uninterrupted  as  he  would  have 
us  to  believe,  that  we  have  no  account  of  any  war  between  them 
from  the  days  of  Baasha  and  Asa  to  the  time  of^^^i^^nd 
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Joasfa^  ^hich  was  the  space  of  above  an  hundred  years.  Nor  was 
there  any  war  again  between  them  from  that  time  till  the  reign  of 
Ahaz,  which  was  above  fourscore  years  more.  And  whereas  he 
represents  the  kings  of  Judah,  or  the  house  of  Davids  as  all  along 
aggressors  in  the  war,  and  as  *  taking  a  merciless  and  outrageous 
method  with  Israel  after  the  revolt,  the  very  contrary  is  traCi 
For  though  Rehoboam  at  first  levied  a  great  army  with  a  design 
to  reduce  Israel  to  his  obedience,  he  desisted  from  it  upon  the  re- 
presentation made  to  him  by  the  prophet  Shemaiah,  2  Chron. 
xi.  4.  And  it  is  therefore  probable  that  the  war  which  was  after- 
wards carried  on  between  Jeroboam  and  him,  and  his  son  Abijah 
after  him,  was  owing  to  Jeroboam's  own  ambition^  who  thought, 
as  being  much  more  powerful,  to  have  wrested  Judah  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  house  of  David.  Baasha  was  the  aggressor  in  the 
war  between  him  and  Asa,  out  of  the  jealousy  he  conceived  against 
him,  because  many  of  the  Israelites  went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  wor- 
ship. The  same  maybe  observed  concerning] the  war  carried  on 
between  Israel  and  /udah  in  the  days  of  Aliaz.  Pekab  king  of 
Israel  was  the  aggressor,  and  joined  forces  with  the  king  of  Syria. 
Vast  numbers  of  the  people  of  Judah  were  then  taken  captive,  and 
used  in  the  most  merciless  manner,  till  upon  the  lively  represen- 
tations made  to  the  chief  men  of  Israel  by  the  prophet  Oded, 
they  dismissed  them,  and  treated  them  with  great  humanity.  See 
2  Chron.  xxviii.  9 — 16.  From  whence  it  appears  how  falsely  he 
represents  the  prophets  as  all  along  fomenting  the  war  between 
Israel  and  Judah.  For  as  the  prophets  declared  against  Reho- 
t)oam^s  warring  against  Israel,  so  afterwards  they  equally  declared 
against  the  cruelty  the  Israelites  used  against  their  brethren  in 
Judah :  and  thus  showed  themselves  true  friends  to  both.  And 
whereas  he  represents  the  kings  of  Judah  at  the  instigation  of  the 
prophets  as  entering  *  into  an  alliance  first  with  the  Syrians  or  Ara- 
mites,  and  then  with  the  Assyrians  in  order  to  bring  back  the  re- 
volted tribes,  and  force  them  to  a  compliance,  or  else  to  root  them 
out  of  the  land ;'  it  happens,  that  in  both  those  cases  the  kings  of 
Judah  made  those  alliances,  not  to  obtain  dominion  over  Israel, 
but  to  defend  themselves  when  invaded  by  Israel ;  as  appears  from 
the  account  given  of  Asa's  alliance  with  the  Syrians,  1  Kings  kv. 
17 — 19.  And  of  Ahaz's  alliance  with  the  Assyrians,  2  Kings  xvi; 
5—9.  And  if  those  alliances,  as  he  tells  us,  ended  in  the  ruin  both 
of  Israel  and  Judah,  the  prophets  are  not  chargeable  with  thi.s, 
since  they  did  not  approve  those  alliances.  And  here,  by  the  way, 
we  may  observe  the  great  consistency  of  this  writer,  wno  p.  303, 
brings  It  as  a  charge  against  the  prophets,  that  they  weakened  and 
destroyed  their  country  by  causing  the  kin^  that  hearkened  to 
their  counsels  to  break  all  their  alliances  with  the  neighbouring 
nations,  as  not  thinking  it  lawful  to  maintain  any  peace  or 
friendship  with  idolaters:  and  yet  pp.  321,  322,  represents  it  as 
owing  to  the  counsels  of  the  prophets  that  the  kings  of  Judah  en-^ 
tered  into  alliances  with  the  Syrians  and  Assyrians ;  and  that  these 
politics  of  ihe  prophets  occasioned  the  destruction  of  Israel  and 
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Judah ;  when  the  truth  is,  neither  of  these  is  fairly  represented. 
For  on  the  one  hand^  the  prophets  never  advised  or  approved  the 
alliances  he  speaks  of  with  the  Syrians  and  Assyrians;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  they  never  absolutely  condemned  all  alliances  with 
foreign  nations,*  nor  ui^ed  them  to  break  their  alliances  with  them 
under  pretence  that  they  were  idolaters.  See  in  what  strong  terms 
the  prophet  Ezekiel  represents  the  great  guilt  of  king  Zedekiah  in 
brealcing  the  oath  and  covenant  he  had  made  with  the  king  of  Ba- 
bylon,  and  the  judgments  he  denounces  against  him  for  it,  Ezek. 
xvii.  12 ;  see  also  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  13. 

Thus  have  I  gone  through  the  author's  Icmg  invective,  the  design 
of  which  is  to  represent  the  prophets  as  the  great  disturbers  of 
their  country,  and  the  principal  authors  of  all  its  miseries,  and  of 
its  final  ruin ;  and  which  for  a  mixture  of  false  history,  and  mali- 
cious calumny,  can  hardly  be  paralleled. 


CHAPTER  XL 


His  charge  against  the  prophets  that  lived  before  the  Assyrian  captivity,  that  tiiey  de- 
claimed only  against  idolatry,  and  not  agaiast  the  other  rices  and  immoralitips  of  the 
people.  The  falsehood  of  this  shown.  The  excellent  scheme  of  religion  and  morals 
taught  by  the  ancient  prophets.  His  pretence  that  the  whole  nation  of  the  Jews  from 
tiie  time  of  Moses  to  Ezra  were  Saddacees  or  Deistical  Materialists ;  and  that  they 
received  the  first  notions  of  a  future  state  from  the  Persian  magi,  examined.  His  ac- 
count of  the  change  introduced  into  the  Jewish  religion  at  that  time  shown  to  he 
groundless  and  absurd.  A  future  state  implied  in  the  law,  and  aU  along  beliered 
among  the  people,  and  clearly  intimated  in  the  writings  of  the  prophets.  This  proved 
from  several  passages. 

The  remaining  charges  our  pretended  moral  philosopher  brings 
against  the  prophets  will  admit  of  an  easy  discussion.  Though  he  re- 
presents it  as  the  design  of  the  prophetical  institution  to  '  preach 
jip  moral  righteousness/  and  ^  keep  the  people  to  the  moi'ai  law/ 
yet  he  saith,  that  '  from  David's  rebellions/  as  he  calls  it,  ^  to  the 
Assyrian  captivity,  for  the  space  of  above  three  hundred  and  fifty 
years»  it  is  wonderful  to  observe  how  little  these  ancient  prophets 
declaimed  against  the  vices  and  immoralities  of  the  people.*  And 
after  having  mentioned  several  beinous  crimes  and  vices,  he  ob^ 
serves,  that  these  are  scarce  taken  notice  of,  and  in  the  mean  while, 
nothing  in  a  manner  is  declare  against  but  idolatry,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  fire  and  sword  [urged]  as  the  most  proper  and  only  effec- 

*  See  concerning  this  what  hath  been  observed  aborei  p.  84. 
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tual  means  of  rooting  it  out/  He  is  pleased  indeed  to  add,  that 
'  after  the  Ass]nrian  captivity  the  few  prophets  that  were  left  talked 
in  another  strain ;  and  urged  tlie  necessity  of  not  only  abstaining 
from  idolatry,  but  of  a  true  national  repentance  and  a  strict  regard 
to  the  moral  law,  and  no  reliance  upon  sacrifices  a»d  priestly  abso- 
lutions.    See  pp.  323,  324. 

One  would  wonder  with  what  front  this  writer  could  pretend  to 
advance  such  an  assertion  as  this:  since  it  is  impossible  to  look 
into  the  prophetical  writing,  and  not  be  convinced  that  the  same 
spirit  every  where  appears  in  all  the  prophets  that  lived  before  and 
irfler  the  A68)rrian  captivity,  the  same  zeal  against  vice  and  wick- 
edness, the  same  concern  for  the  honour  of  Ood,  and  the  interest 
of  true  religion  and  moral  goodness.  Rosea,  Amos,  and  Micah 
incontestably  lived  and  prophesied  before  the  destruction  of  Samaria, 
and  the  carrying  away  Israel  captive  by  the  Assyrians ;  and  they  all 
expressly  foretold  that  destruction  and  captivity,  and  that  as  a 
punishment,  not  only  for  their  idolatry,  but  for  their  other  immo- 
ralities and  wickedness.  They  particularly  mention  swearing,  lying, 
iojustice,  cruelty,  bribery,  covetousness,  oppression  of  the  poor, 
luxury,  drunkenness,  whoredom,  adulteiy,  &c.  for  which  they  re- 
prove them  with  a  noble  zeal  and  impartial  freedom,  without  respect 
of  persons,  or  flattering  the  great  nien  more  than  the  meanest  of  the 
people.  And  it  is  observable  that  they  inveigh  more  frequently 
against  their  other  vices  and  crimes  tnan  against  their  idolatry 
itself,  particularly  the  prophets  Amds  and  Micah  do  so.  And  they 
urge  them  in  the  most  pathetical  manner  to  the  practice  of  uni- 
versal righteousness,  justice,  mercy,  &c.  and  let  them  know  that 
without  uiis  their  sacrifices  would  be  of  no  avail,  and  expressly 
declare  the  preference  of  moral  duties  to  mere  ritual  observances.'* 
Nor  do  they  once  insist  upon  that  which  he  represents  as  the  only 
thing  they  u^ed,  viz.  the  necessity  of  fire  and  sword  as  the  only 
proper  and  e&ctual  means  of  rooting  out  idolatry.  That  eminent 
prophet  Isaiah  prophesied  many  years  before  the  Assyrian  captivity, 
though  he  also  continued  to  prophesy  after  it,  and  the  same  spirit 
every  where  appears  in  all  his  prophecies.  Every  where  doth  he 
strongly  reprove  sins  and  vices  of  all  kinds,  and  exhorteth  to  real 
repentance,  and  universal  righteousness  and  true  holiness  in  the  most 
noble,  and  solemn,  and  pathetical  manner.  This  sufficiently  shows 
with  how  little  regard  to  truth  or  decency  this  writer  ventures  to 
charge  the  prophets  that  lived  before  the  Assyrian  captivity,  as  de- 
claring against  nothing  but  idolatry.  I  shall  not  mention  the  pro- 
phets that  lived  after  that  time,  particularly  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel, 
because  the  author  himself  owns,  that  they  urged  the  necessity 
of  a  true  national  repentance,  and  a  strict  regard  to  the  moral  law. 
And  indeed  it  is  impossible  there  should  l^  stronger  declarations 
to  this  purpose,  than  are  to  be  frequently  met  with  in  those  pro- 

•  See  for  oil  this.  Hog.  ir.  1—3,  11 ;  vi.  6,  8  ;  vii.  1,  4,  5  ;  x.  12 ;  xii.  6.  Amos  ii. 
6—8  ;  iii.  10  j  ir.  1, 10—12  j  v.  14,  16. 21—24  j  v'u  S— 6  :  nU.  4—8*  Micahii.  1,  2  j 
iu.2— 4,  9— 1«;  vi*  6-8,  10— 13;  vii.2— 6. 
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fhetical  writings.  And  yet  afterwards,  in  the  very  same  page  where 
e  seems  to  acquit  the  latter  prophets  of  the  charge  he  nad  ad- 
vanced against  the  former,  he  really  involves  all  the  prophets  in 
general  in  the  same  accusation.  For  he  hath  the  confidence  to 
tell  us,  that  the  principal  cause  of  the  great  corruption  of  manners 
among  the  Jews  after  their  return  from  the  Babylonish  captivity, 
was  owing  to  this,  that  ^  they  had  never  been  told  before  of  any 
thing  but  idolatry,  as  the  cause  of  all  their  miseries  and  calamities 
hitherto ;  and  that  all  manner  of  vices  and  moral  wickedness  had 
been  approved  and  justified  in  David  their  great  pattern  and  ex- 
emplar, p.  328.  An  assertion  as  false  as  any  thing  in  his  whole 
book,  ana  I  think  I  need  say  no  worse  of  it. 

It  is  in  the  same  spirit  of  calumny  that  he  represents  the  pro- 
phets as  requiring  only  ^  an  external  obedience  to  the  moral  law, 
without  regarding  the  principle  from  which  it  proceeded,  or  whether 
it  was  free  or  forced,'  p.  o34.  To  this  I  need  only  oppose  what 
he  himself  acknowledgeth,  that  '  it  may  be  proved  from  innumer* 
able  testimonies  out  of  the  law  and  the  prophets,  that  an  inward 
spiritual  principle  of  obedience  as  necessary  to  a  state  of  true  reli- 
gion and  virtue,  was  all  along  understood  and  insisted  on  during 
the  legal  economy,'  p.  34.  And  whereas  in  the  passage  above 
cited  he  goes  on  to  tell  us,  that  'mortification  and  self-denial,  and 
a  faith  which  can  support  men  under  adversity  and  above  the 
world,  an  inward  punty  of  the  heart  and  affections,  and  the  prao> 
tice  of  universal  benevolence  and  charity,  moral  truth,  righteous- 
ness and  peace  with  all  men,  from  the  prospect  of  immortality  and 
a  future  state  of  spiritual  happiness  to  be  enjoyed  with  God  and 
the  angels ;  this  is  a  relimon  which  those  holy  men  the  Naioth 
prophets  never  understood  or  taught:'  it  is  certain  that  no  where 
is  the  necessity  of  an  inward  purity  of  the  heart  and  affections,  or 
of  moral  truth  and  righteousness  more  strongly  inculcated  than  in 
those  admirable  writings,  no  where  can  be  found  nobler  expressions 
of  a  lively  faith  and  trust  in  God,  even  under  the  greatest  afflictions 
and  adversities,  and  of  holy  love  to  him,  and  zeal  for  his  glory.  A 
merciful,  a  kind  and  charitable  disposition  oi  mind  towards  our 
neighbour,  is  there  also  frequently  urged  as  absolutely  necessary  to 
the  character  of  a  good  man,  and  as  an  essential  part  of  true  re- 
ligion."*^ And  when  all  people  and  nations  are  so  oflen  called 
upon  to  bless  and  praise  the  Lord,  and  to  rejoice  in  him :  when 
so  earnest  a  desire  is  frequently  expressed,  that  God's  way  might 
.be  known  upon  earth,  and  his  salvation  unto  all  nations ;  when 
the  happiness  of  the  Messiah's  kingdom  is  so  often  described  by 
its  being  a  state  of  universal  benevolence  and  peace,  and  mutual 
good  will  among  mankind,  and  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews  are  repre- 
sented as  sharing  in  the  glorious  benefits  of  it ;  I  cannot  but  think 
this  discovers  in  the  prophets,  a  spirit  of  extensive  benevolence. 


•  See  the  whole  Iviii.  ch^ter  of  Isaiah,  Psal.  xxxrii.  21,  26 ;  cxii.  4  j  Hos.  vi.  6 ; 
Mic.  vi,  8  ;  Dan.  iv.  «7;  Zedi.  vii.  9. 
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having  in  view  the  universal  happiness  and  good  oJT  all  mankind, 
and  not  merely  confined  to  that  or  their  own  nation. 

What  he  mentions  concerning  the  prospect  of  immortality,  and 
a  future  state  of  happiness,  as  a  thing  which  the  prophets  never 
understood  or  taught,  deserves  a  more  particular  consideration,  as 
it  is  a  charge  he  frequently  brings  against  Uie  whole  Old  Testa^ 
ment  dispensation.  He  expressly  declares,  that  before  the  time 
of  Esdras,  which  was  after  the  return  from  the  Babylonish  capti- 
vity, no  Jewish  writer,  priest,  or  prophet,  had  ever  mentioned  a 
word  of  a  *  general  resurrection  and  a  judgment  of  good  and  bad 
men,  and  a  consequent  future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,' 
p.  46.  And  that  '  from  the  days  of  Moses  till  the  time  of  Ezra, 
which  was  a  period  of  about  eleven  hundred  years,  the  whole  na* 
tion  of  the  Jews  had  been  deistical  materialists  or  Sadducees,  and 
had  been  never  known  to  suffer  any  thing  for  religion,  because 
they  had  no  future  exnectation  that  could  make  them  amends  for 
it*  And  that  it  mieht  oe  easilv  proved  that  the  Sadducees  in  the 
days  of  Christ  and  the  apostles,  were  not  a  new  or  modem  sect 
lately  sprung  up  among  them,  but  the  true  remains  of  the  ancient 
Jews.*  And  he  had  observed  a  little  before,  that  '  it  was  in  the 
time  of  the  Persian  empire  that  a  great  change  of  reli^on  was  inw 
troduced  among  the  Jews^  by  which  they  quitted  their  idolatry,  and 
embraced  the  doctrines  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  the  re- 
surrection of  the  body,  a  final  judgment,  and  a  future  state  of 
rewards  and  punishments  for  good  and  bad  men.  And  that  after 
-the  Jews  had  received  these  doctrines  from  the  Persian  magians, 
they  never  relapsed  into  idolatry  more,  but  suffered  martyrdom  for 
their  religion  with  the  same  constancy,  zeal,  and  firmness,  that  the 
Christians  have  done  since.*  pp.  440,  441. 

This  pretended  account  of  the  great  change  of  reli^on  among 
the  Jews  after  the  time  of  Ezra,  and  which  was  owing  to  their 
conversation  with  the  Persian  magi,  only  shows  that  some  persons 
are  willing  to  take  up  with  any  scheme,  how  absurd  soever, 
•that  seems  to  favour  the  prejudices  they  have  received  against 
the  holy  Scriptures.  It  is  true  indeed  that  the  body  of  the  Jewish 
nation  showed  a  more  general  aversion  to  idolatry  in  the  times 
after  their  return  from  the  Babvlonish  captivity,  in  which  they  had 
suffered  so  much  for  this  and  their  other  crimes  than  ever  they  had 
done  before.  But  can  any  thing  be  more  absurd  than  to  suppose, 
that  they  learned  this  aversion  to  idolatry  firom  the  idolatrous 
Chaldeans,  or  from  the  Persian  magi,  the  adorers  of  the  sun  and 
of  fire  ?  and  whereas  he  takes  upon  him  to  affirm,  that  from  the 
days  of  Moses  till  the  time  of  Ezra,  none  of  the  Jews  had  ever 
been  known  to  suffer  any  thing  for  their  religion ;  not  to  mention 
several  of  the  prophets,  who  in  defence  of  the  true  religion  and  the 
law  of  God,  exposed  themselves  to  the  bitterest  persecutions,  and 
even  to  death  itself;  the  instances  of  Shadrach,  Meshech,  and 
Abednego,  and  of  Daniel,  are  illustrious  examples  of  constancy  in 
religion  in  opposition  to  all  the  terrors  of  this  world,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  wise  men  of  Babylon  complied  with  the  idolatrous     ^ 
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injunctions..  As  to  hb  insinuations  concermng  the  Jews  leamiog 
religion  from  the  Persian  magi,  if  a  change  of  religion  must  be  ad- 
mitted among  the  Jews,  it  ought  with  much  greater  probability  be 
supposed  that  they  learned  it  from  the  Babylonians  than  from  the 
Persians;  since  during  their  long  captivity  in  Babylon,  the  body 
of  the  people  had  almost  fbrgot^n  their  ancient  language,  and  had 
accustomed  themselves  to  that  of  the  Chaldeans.  But  it  is  certain 
that  they  did  not  adopt  their  religion,  which  was  idolatry,  on  the 
account  of  which,  as  well  as  for  injustice,  cruelty,  and  tyranny* 
judgn^nt  is  denounced  against  Babylon  by  the  propheU.  Whea 
the  J^s  returned  from  Babylon,  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus,  under 
the  conduct  of  Zerubbabel  and  Joshua,  which  was  before  they 
could  be  supposed  to  have  much  commerce  with  the  Persians, 
who  had  but  just  conquered  the  Babylonish  empire,  they  immedi- 
ately upon  their  return  set  up  their  dd  relidon,  according  to  the 
law  of  Moses.  And  afterwards  Ezra  and  rf ehemiah,  who  ccune 
by  the  allowance  of  the  Perskin  emperors,  did  not  reform  the  Jew- 
ish religion  and  polity,  by  bringing  it  to  the  model  of  other  coun- 
tries, but  by  bringing  all  things  as  near  as  possible  to  the  original 
constitution  as  appointed  in  that  law,  and  they  vigorously  opposed 
and  censured  every  deviation  from  it.  And  as  to  uiose  of  the  Jews 
that  did  not  return  to  Judea,  but  continued  still  dispersed  through- 
out the  several  provinces  of  the  Persian  empire,  it  c^pears,  that 
far  from  adopting  the  Persian  religion  as  their  own,  they  strictly 
adhered  to  their  own  particular  laws  and  custpms :  and  from  hence 
it  was  that  Haman  took  occasion  to  expose  them  to  the  public  ha^ 
tred,  and  procured  a  deorefe  for  their  extirpation.  Esth.  iii.  8. 

Any  one  that  considers  the  most  remarJcable  and  distinguishing 
principles  of  the  Persian  tnagi,  will  soon  observe  a  vast  difference 
betweeQ.them  $nd  the  Jews.  The  main  principle  of  the  magian 
reliffioo  was  the  acknowledgment  of  two  prindples,  the  one  good 
and  the  other  evil,  both  of  which  they  acknowledged  to  be  ^xls, 
and  to  both  they  paid  their  adorations  :  which  was  entirely  con- 
trary to  the  very  fundamental  principle  of  the  Jewish  reli^on. 
According  to  Dr.  Hyde's  own  account  of  the  ancient  Persians, 
which  this  writer  refers  to,  they  fell  veiy  eariy  into  Sabiism,  or  " 
worshipping  the  host  of  heaven,  and  though  he  supposes  Abraham 
to  bav«  reformed  thisi  he  owns  that  after  a  time  they  relapsed 
into  it  again.  Though  .they  did  not  entirely  lose  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  God,  yet  they  p9,id  their  adorations  to  the  heavenly  lumi- 
naries. And  how  expressly  this  is  prohibited  in  the  law  of  Moses 
Qnd  in  the  prophetical  writings,  none  that  ever  read  the  Scriptures 
needs  to  be  informed.  And  when  Magism  was  introduced  among 
the  Persians,  s^ill  they  worshipped  the  sun  and  the  fire.  And 
something  like  this  we  read  of  among  the  Jews  before  the  Baby- 
lonish captivity.  Some  of  their  idolatrous  kings  had  ^priests  that 
burnt  incense  to  the  sun  ;*  and  we  read  of  horses  which  they  had 

f;iven  or  dedicated  to  the  sun,  which  that  great  reforming  kin^ 
osiah  destroyed.  2  Kings  xxiii.  5,  11.    And  the  prophet  EzekieL 
among  other  abominations,  represented  to  him  in  the  prophetical 
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▼iflion  as  nractised  at  Jerusalem,  even  by  the  eUiers  of  the  people^ 
a  little  beiore  the  utter  destruction  of  Uie  city  and  temple  i^  the 
*  Chaldeans,  saw  some  with  Uieir  backs  towards  the  temple  of  the' 
Lord,  and  their  faces  towards  the  east,  worshipping  the  sun  toward 
the  east'  Ezek.  viii.  16.  But  this  as  well  as  all  other  kinds  of 
idolatrous  worship  after  their  return  from  the  captivity,  was  held' 
in  abomination  oy  the  Jews ;  though  one  should  thmk,  if  they 
had  learned  their  religion  from  the  Persian  magi,  they  should  ra- 
ther have  been  confirmed  in  it.  Add  to  this,  that  another  thing 
remarkable  amon^  the  Persians  was,  that  they  sacrificed  on  hills 
and  high  places  in  the  open  air,  and  had  no  temples,''^  whereas 
the  Jews  were  not  allowed  to  offer  sacrifices  on  high  places,  or 
any  where  but  at  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  and  showed  a  remark- 
able zeal  for  rebuilding  that  temple,  after  their  return  from  the 
captivity  notwithstanding  all  the  opposition  they  met  with  in  that 
undertaking. 

There  is  no  likelihood  therefore,  that  the  Jews  should  have 
learned  their  religion  from  the  Persian  magi,  to  some  of  whose 
main  principles  of  reli^on  they  had  the  utmost  aversion.  Indeed 
if  the  account  Dr.  Prideaux  gives  of  Zoroaster,  and  the  reform^ 
aticm  wrought  by  him  in  the  religion  of  the  Magians,  may  be  de- 
pended on,  it  seems  evident  that  the  very  reverse  of  our  author's 
suppo^tion  is  true ;  and  that  instead  of  the  Jews  learning  their 
religion  from  the  Persian  magi,  or  Zoroaster,  he  derived  from  the 
Jews  the  reformations  or  alterations  he  wrought  in  the  ancient 
reUgion  of  the  Magians,  see  Prid.  Connect  part  i.  book  iv.  And 
if  it  be  true  that  the  '  Persian  magi  had  received  and  taught  the 
doctrines  of  the  unity  of  God,  a  resurrection  from  the  dead,  and  a 
future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  for  many  hundred  years 
before  Zoroaster  (whom  our  author  supposes  to  have  been  contem- 
porary witii  Esdras)  who  did  not  in  these  cases*pretend  to  introduce 
any  new  religion,  but  to  restore  the  true  old  Abrahamic  religion, 
which  had  been  in  some  respects  corrupted ;'  all  which  he  thinks 
Dr.  Hyde,  in  his  book  De  Religione  veterum  Persarum,  makes  very • 
clear,  see  pp.  348,  349.  If  this  be  so,  it  may  very  justly  be  sup- 
posed that  this  Abrahamic  religion  was  much  better  preserved 
amongst  the  Jews,  the  direct  descendants  from  Abraham,  whom 
they  looked  upon  as  the  great  founder  of  their  nation,  and  for 
whose  memory  they  always  had  the  profoundest  veneration* 

This  writer  indeed  twee  upon  him  to  affirm,  that  the  Jews 
were  entire  strangers  to  the  doctrines  of  a  resurrection,  the  immor- 
tality of  the  soul,  and  a  future  judgment,  till  after  the  time  of  Ezra ; 
that  the  whole  nation  had  been  till  then  deistical  materialists  or 
Sadduoees ;  and  that  the  Sadducees  in  ^nr  Savioui's  time  were 
not  a  modem  sect,  but  the  true  remains  of  the  ancient  Jews,  who 
stuck  to  the  principles  of  their  great  lawgiver  Moses.    Whereas 

*  I  kD«w  Dr.  Prideaux,  in  hit  aoooont  of  Zoroaster,  snpposea  that  he  canted  templet 
to  be  built,  whereas  the  Persians  luid  none  before ;  bnt  in  this  be  seems  to  be  mistaken, 
since  there  are  express  authorities  to  show,  that  long  after  the  time  of  Zoroaster  the 
Persians  were  without  temples,  as  Mr.  Moyle  has  I  think  clearly  prored.  ^^  ^ 
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the  very  Contrary  to  this  is  true,  that  the  Sadducees  were  a  mo* 
d^m  sect  never  known  fimong  the  Jews,  till  long  after  the  days 
of  Ezra,  till  then  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  the  existence  of 
spirits,  and  a  future  state  of  retributions,  were  universally  believed 
in  that  nation.  They  were  indeed  little  better  than  a  sect  of  Jew-* 
ish  Epicureans,  and  always  few  in  number,  and  of  ill  reputation 
with  the  body  of  that  nation ;  and  therefore  they  were  wont  to 
dissemble  their  principles,  whenever  they  had  a  mind  to  make  an 
interest  with  the  people. 

I  had  already  occasion  to  observe,  that  the  immortality  of  the 
9oul  and  a  future  state  was  a  doctrine  not  denied  or  controverted 
when  the  law  of  Moses  was  given,  which  may  be  supposed  to  be 
one  reason  why  it  is  not  there  so  expressly  asserted.  But  it  is  all 
along  supposed  and  implied  in  that  law.  The  noble  account  Mo- 
aes  gives  of  man's  original  formation,  that  he  was  made  in  the 
image  of  God  himself,  and  after  his  likeness^  which  tends  to  give 
us  high  notions  of  his  original  dignity ;  his  representing  the  body 
of  man  as  formed  out  of  the  dust  of  the  ground,  but  giving  a  dil-" 
ferent  accpuiit  of  the  soul,  whose  noble  vital  active  nature  ne  sig- 
nifies by  calling  it  the  breath  of  life,  which  he  represents  as  im- 
mediately inspired  by  God  himself  into  the  body  duly  organized  : 
the  frequent  mention  he  makes  of  the  apparition  of  angels  (which 
is  scarce  reconcileable  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Sadducees,  who  did  not 
acknowledge  either  angels  or  spirits.  Acts  xxiii.  8),  and  of  the  in- 
tercourse between  men  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  heavenly  world  ; 
his  account  of  Enoch's  having  walked  [with  God,  and  that  he  was 
not  for  God  took  him;  which  must  be  understood  of  his  taking 
him  to  another  state,  as  a  reward  of  his  distinguished  piety ;  and 
i^  by  the  apostle  justly  interpreted  of  God's  translating  him  that 
he  should  not  see  death,  Heb.  xi.  5.  Another  instance  of  which 
there  afterwards  was  in  Elijah  :  his  representing  the  most  eminent 
patriarchs  and  favourites  of  God,  as  confessing  themselves  to  be 
strangers  and  sojourners  here  on  earth,  and  calling  this  their  pre- 
sent life  the  ^  few  and  evil  days  of  their  pilgrimage  f  from  whence 
it  is  natural  to  infer  that  they  did  not  expect  their  recompence  here, 
but  *  looked  for  a  better  country,  that  is  an  heavenly :'  tne  account 
he  gives  of  the  covenant  God  made  with  Abraham,  whereby  he 
epgs^ed  to  be  a  God  unto  him,  his  shield,  and  his  exceeding  great 
reward,  which  must  have  a  farther  view  than  this  present  state^ 
since  Abraham,  who  for  the  most  part  lived  a  wandering  unsettled 
life  as  a  sojourner  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  met  with  no  reward  here 
that  could  justly  answer  the  import  of  so  glorious  a  covenant  and 
promise ;  his  representing  God  as  describmg  himself  under  the 
character  of  the  God  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  thus 
challenging  a  special  relation  to  them  as  their  God  and  portion, 
spme  ^ges  ^fter  those  patriarchs  wer^  de$id,  which  plainly  shows 
that  they  were  not  utterly  lost  and  extinguished  in  the  grave ; 
since  he  is  *not  the  God  of  the  dead  but  of  the  living;'  from 
whence  our  Saviour  draws  an  argument  against  the  Sadducees,  to 
prove  the  resurrection  and  a  future  state  :  the  account  Moses  gives 
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6f  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  dying  Jacob^  when  just  before  his 
death,  in  the  midst  of  his  prophetical  benedictions  to  his  sons^  he 
breaks  forth  into  that  exclamation  expressive  of  his  hope  and  his 
desire,  *  I  have  waited  for  thy  salvation,  O  Lord,'  His  representing 
Balaam  expressing  his  desire,  that  he  might  '  die  the  death  of  the 
lighteous,  and  that  his  last  end  might  be  like  his  f  all  these  are 
plain  intimations  of  the  belief  of  a  Future  state ;  that  Moses  him* 
self  believed  it,  and  that  it  was  the  faith  of  the  ancient  patriarchs. 
The  existence  of  good  and  evil  spirits  separate  from  man,  is  evi- 
dently implied  in  several  passag^es  in  the  books  of  Moses ;  and  that 
this  was  a  notion  that  tnen  obtained  generally  among  the  people, 
may  be  concluded  from  the  prohibitions  there  made  not  to  consult 
with  those  that  had  familiar  spirits,  or  with  necromancers,  i.  e« 
those  tbat  pretended  to  consult  the  dead,  and  to  raise  their  ghosts 
to  inquire  by ;  like  the  woman  at  Endor,  of  whom  we  have  an  ao* 
count  1  Sam.  xxviii.  3,  7.  And  by  the  way  I  would  observe,  that 
when  Saul  so  earnestly  desired  to  have  the  soul  of  Samuel  raised 
that  he  mi^ht  enquire  of  him,  this  plainly  showed  the  persuasion 
he  had  of  the  existence  of  the  souls  of  men  in  a  separate  state  after 
death,  and  which  was  no  doubt  the  common  belief  in  that  time«^ 
The  very  notion  which  all  along  obtained  among  the  Jews  of  pro- 
phets and  inspired  persons,  who  had  intercourse  with  God  and 
angels,  and  were  enaoled  to  foretel  future  events,  plainly  shows  the 
belief  they  had  of  an  invisible  world  of  spirits.  Hence  the  Epicu* 
reans,  who  denied  the  immortality  of  the  soul  and  a  future  state, 
laughed  at  all  these  things.  And  doth  not  this  writer  himself  tell 
us,  that  the  common  people  among  the  Jews  believed  the  prophets 
^  had  an  immediate  and  free  conversation  with  God,  angels,  and 
departed  souls,  from  whom  they  were  supposed  to  receive  all  their 
superior  knowledge  and  intelligence.'  p.  284.  And  how  this  is 
consistent  with  his  asserting  the  whole  nation  to  have  been  all  this 
time  Deistical  Materialists,  or  Sadducees,  who  believed  there  were 
no  angek  or  departed  souls,  is  hard  to  conceive. 

Not  to  insist  on  that  noble  passage  in  Job,  where  he  speaks  so 
clearly  of  the  resurrection  of  the  body;  for  that  it  relates  to 
the  resurrection  of  the  body,  and  cannot  without  great  con- 
straint upon  the  words  be  applied  to  any  thing  else,  might  I 
think  be  clearly  showii ;  and  if  Job,  who  was  of  the  postenty  of 
Abraham,  and  lived  in  Arabia,  had  such  notions  of  the  resurrec- 
tion and  a  future  state,  we  may  well  suppose  that  the  Israelites 
were  not  strangers  to  it :  I  say  not  to  insist  upon  this,  there  are 
many  passages  m  the  Psalms  and  other  prophetical  writings,  which 
plainly  show  this.  David,  speaking  of  ungodly  men,  represents 
tliem  as  the  *  men  of  this  world  who  have  their  portion  in  tnis  life,* 
in  opposition  to  whom  he  declares  his  own  hope  that  he  should 
*  behold  the  face  of  God  in  righteousness,'  which  is  the  very 
expression  made  use  of  in  the  New  Testament,  to  signify  the 
spiritual  happiness  of  the  saints  in  a  future  state;  and  that 
when  he  should  awake  (which  may  be  justly  understood  of 
rising  again  from  tlie  dead,  ;since  death  is  so  usually  repre- 
sented umler  the  notion  of  a  sleep)  he  should  '  be  satisfied  with  hisgle 


202  TINDICATIOK   OF  THE   PROPHETS 

likeness/  Psal.  xvii.  14^  16.  Those  words  of  his,  ^  Thou  wilt  not 
leave  my  soul  in  hell,  neither  wilt  thou  suffer  thine  holy  one  to  see 
corruption/  show  David's  own  belief  of  a  resurrection  and  a  future 
state,  though  they  ultimately  relate  to  the  Messiah,  in  whom  alone 
this  was  properly  and  literally  accompUshed.  And  when  it  is 
added,  that  in  God's  'presence  is  fulness  of  joy,'  and  at  'his 
right  hand  there  are  pleasures  for  evermore/  Psal.  xvi.  10,  11. 
This  is  an  excellent  and  comprehensive  description  of  the  happi- 
ness reserved  for  good  men  in  the  heavenly  state.  And  when  the 
Psalmist  David  represents  God  as  having  *  ertablished  his  throne 
in  the  heavens/  ana  gives  that  noble  account  of  the  blessed  an* 
gels  there,  that  Uhei^  excel  in  strength,  and  do  his  commandments, 
hearkening  to  the  voice  of  his  word,'  and  in  a  divine  rapture  calk 
upon  them  to  '  bless  the  Lord,'  Psal.  ciii.  19 — ^21.  This  shows  the 
notion  good  men  then  had  of  those  good  and  holy  spirits,  which 
is  absolutely  inconsistent  with  their  being  Materialists  or  Saddu- 
cees,  and  what  tliey  thought  of  the  perfection  of  happiness  and 
purity  in  the  heavenly  world :'  and  is  no  obscure  intimation  that 
they  had  the  same  hopes,  for  substance,  of  the  heavenly  Jerusa-t 
lem,  and  '  an  innumerable  company  of  angels  there/  which  the 
saints  express  under  the  New  Testament  See  Heb.  xii.  22.  In 
Psalm  xlix.  ver.  14,  15,  it  is  plainly  signified,  that  how  rich  or 
prosperous  soever  the  wicked  might  be  here  on  earth,  yet  they 
must  be  laid  in  the  grave,  and  the  upright  should  have  dominion 
over  them  ;  but  that  God  would  redeem  his  faithful  servants  from 
the  power  of  the  grave,  and  would  receive  them  to  himself.  The 
prophet  Asaph  when  perplexed  with  the  thoughts  of  the  worldly 
prosperity  of  the  wicked,  declared  that  he  was  satisfied  by  '  enter-' 
mg  mto  the  sanctuary  of  God,'  and  considering  tlie  destruction 
that  should  come  upon  them :  and  for  his  own  part  he  expresseth 
his  desire  and  hope  in  this  excellent  manner,  ^  Thou  shalt  guide 
me  with  thy  counsel,  and  afterward  receive  me  to  glory.  Whom 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  de* 
sire  besides  thee.  My  flesh  and  my  heart  faileth  ;  but  Grod  is  the 
strength  of  my  heart  and  my  portion  for  ever,'  see  Psalm  Ixxiii* 
When  the  prophet  Habbakuk  makes  that  noble  declaration,  '  Al- 
though the  fig-tree  shall  not  blossom,  neither  shall  fruit  be  in  the 
vine ;  the  labour  of  the  olive  shall  fail,  and  the  fields  shfdl  yield 
no  meat;  the  flock  shall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  shall 
be  no  herd  in  the  stall ;  jret  will  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy 
in  the  God  of  my  salvation  /  as  it  shows  with  what  truth  this 
writer  affirms,  that  ^  none  of  the  prophets  ever  understood  or  taught 
a  faith  which  can  support  men  under  adversity,  and  above  the 
world  ;  so  it  shows  that  they  did  not  look  upon  the  rewaid  they 
expected  as  consisting  merely  in  temporal  prosperity,  or  a  woridly 
affluence ;  that  their  hopes  were  of  a  higher  and  nobler  nature, 
not  merely  confined  within  the  narrow  limits  of  this  present  life, 
which  could  not  possibly  furnish  such  glorious  conceptions,  or  lay 
a  foundation  for  such  eminent  acts  of  faith  and  spiritual  joy,  under 
the  greatest  outward  difficulties  and  distresses. 

It  is  expressly  declared,  that  '  the  wicked  is^d.^iv^^  ^way  in  his 
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wickedness,  but  the  righteons  hath  hope  in  his  death/  Pixnr.  xiv. 
32.  And  that  at  death  the  dust,  that  is  the  body,  '  shall  return 
to  earth  as  it  was,  but  the  spirit  shall  return  unto  God  that  gave 
it.'  Eccles.  xii.  7.  Sinners  are  called  upon  to  consider  amidst 
their  vicious  pleasures  and  excesses,  that  ^  for  all  these  things  God 
will  bring  them  into  judgment,'  Eccles.  xi.  9.  And  it  is  expressly 
asserted,  that  *  God  will  bring  every  work  into  judgment,  with 
every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  evil,'  Ec- 
cles. xii.  14.  And  yet  this  writer  hath  the  confidence  to  affirm, 
that  no  Jewish  writer,  before  the  days  of  Ezra,  ever  mentioned  a 
word  of  a  future  judgment  The  prophet  Isaiah  after  having  ob- 
served, that  'the  righteous  perisheth,  and  no  man  layeth  it  to 
heart ;  and  merciful  men  are  taken  away,  none  considering  that 
the  righteous  is  taken  away  from  the  evil  to  come,'  immediately 
adds.  He,  i.  e.  the  righteous  man,  whom  he  supposes  to  have  per-" 
ished  or  died,  and  to  be  taken  away  from  this  worid,  and  the  evil 
of  it,  ^  shall  enter  into  peace.'  Which  can  only  be  understood  of  a 
state  of  rest  and  happiness,  which  is  the  usual  meaning  of  the  word 
peace  in  the  sacred  writings.  And  he  there  describes  that  future 
nappiness  in  metaphorical  expressions,  by  saying  they,  i.  e.  the 
righteous  and  merciful  men,  wnom  he  represents  as  having  sepa- 
rated out  of  this  life,  '  shall  rest  in  their  beds,  each  one  walking  in 
his  uprightness,*  Isa.lvii.  1,  2.  Those  words  of  the  same  prophet 
are  justly  looked  upon  as  containing  at  least  a  manifest  allusion  to 
the  resurrection  of  the  dead ;  'Thy  dead  men  shall  live,  together 
with  my  dead  body  shall  they  arise :  Awake  and  sin^  ye  that  dwell 
in  dust  :  for  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  herbs,  and  the  earth  shall 
cast  out  her  dead,'  Isa.  xxvi.  19.  To  which  may  be  added  those 
words  of  Hosea,  '  I  will  ransom  them  from  the  power  of  the 
grave:  I  will  redeem  them  from  death.  O  death,  I  will  be  thy 
plagues ;  O  grave,  I  will  be  thy  destruction,'  Hos.  xiii.  14.  But 
it  is  still  more  clearly  expressed  in  the  book  of  Daniel,  '  Many 
that  sleep  in  the  dust  of  tne  earth  shall  awake,  some  to  everlasting 
life,  and  some  to  shame  and  everlasting  contempt,'  Dan.  xii.  2. 
When  in  stating  the  justice  and  equity  of  the  divine  proceedings, 
in  chap,  xviii.  of  Ezeluel,  God  is  represented  as  declanng  with  tne 
greatest  solemnity,  as  a  matter  of  immutable  and  eternal  certainty, 
concerning  every  man  whatsoever  that  should  persist  in  a  course  of 
sin  and  disobeaience,  that  he  should  surely  aie ;  and  concerning 
every  good  and  righteous  man,  that  he  shall  surely  live,  he  should 
not  die ;  it  is  evident  this  cannot  be  understood  merely  of  tempo- 
ral life  and  death,  or  of  worldly  prosperity  and  adversity,  since  it  is 
undeniable  that  both  these  in  many  instances  equally  befall  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked ;  as  the  wise  man  observes,  Eccles.  ix. 
1,  2,  and  must  therefore  be  understood  to  extend  to  a  state  of 
happiness  or  misery,  after  this  life  is  at  an  end. 

Tnis  may  suffice  to  show  the  falsehood  and  injustice  of  that 
charge  which  this  writer  brings  against  Moses  and  the  prophets, 
and  the  whole  Jewish  nation,  till  the  days  of  Ezra,  that  they 
were  Deistical  Materialists  or  Sadducees.    And  now  1  haye^gone 
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through  the  several  objections  scattered  in  different  parts  of  hit 
book  against  the  Old  Testament;  and  perhaps  I  shall  be  thought 
to  have  examined  them  more  particularly  than  they  deserve.  I  now" 
proceed  to  what  he  offers  with  a  view  to  destroy  the  authority  q£ 
the  New  Testament. 


CHAPTER  XII. 


A  transition  to  the  Moral  Philoeopber's  objections  against  the  New  Testament.  Though 
he  pretends  a  rery  high  respect  for  our  blessed  Saviour,  yet  he  insinoatee  seyenl 
reflectioDS  upon  his  conduct  and  character.  Those  reflections  shown  to  be  ground- 
less and  unjust.  Our  Lord  did  not  comply  with  the  prejudices  of  the  people  in  anj 
thing  contrary  to  truth,  or  to  the  honour  of  God.  He  was  far  from  assuming  to  be  a 
temporal  prince,  yet  he  all  along  claimed  to  be  the  Messiah  promised  and  foretold 
by  the  prophets.  The  author's  pretence  tbat  he  renounced  that  character  at  his 
death,  shown  to  be  false.  The  Messiah  spoken  of  by  the  prophets,  was  not  merely 
to  be  a  national  Deliverer  of  the  Jews,  nor  were  tbe  benefits  of  his  kingdom  to  be 

'  confined  to  that  nation  only,  but  to  be  extended  to  the  Gentiles.  This  shown  from 
the  prophecies  themselves.  The  attestation  given  to  Christ's  divine  mission*  hj  the 
prophecies  of  the  Old  Testament,  considered  and  vindicated. 

In  many  of  the  objections  that  have  been  hitherto  considered, 
we  have  nad  plain  proofs  of  the  malice  and  disin^enuity  of  this 
writer ;  but  in  what  remains  with  regard  to  the  I^ew  Testament, 
there  is  still  greater  reason  to  complain  of  his  conduct.  As  to  the 
Old  Testament,  he  acts  the  part  of  an  open  enemy,  though  an 
enemy  that  hath  little  regard  to  any  thing  that  can  be  called  fair 
or  honourable,  and  who  seems  to  govern  himself  by  that  maxim, 
'  Dolus  an  virtus  ^uis  in  hoste  reauirat?  But  when  he  speaks  of 
the  gospel  revelation,  he  frequently  puts  on  the  appearance  of  a 
friend.  He  affects  to  speak  honourably  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  the 
religion  he  taught  He  expressly  declares  himself  to  be  a  '  Chris- 
tian on  the  foot  of  the  New  Testament,'  p.  369,  and  talks  in  pretty 
strong  terms  of  the  signal  advantages  of  the  gospel  revelation,  and 
seems  to  blame  those  that  do  not  set  a  due  value  upon  it.  In  the 
beginning  of  this  book  I  have  quoted  a  long  and  remarkable  pas- 
sage to  this  purpose  to  which  I  refer  the  reader;  and  several 
other  passages  might  be  produced  that  are  no  less  strong  and  ex- 
press. See  particularly  pp,  358,  359,  392,  394,  411.  But  all  this 
is  only  the  better  to  carry  on  his  design  against  Christianity,  by 
seeming  to  speak  favourably  of  it  whikt  he  really  uses  his  utmost 
efforts  to  subvert  it.  This  will  be  evident  to  any  one  that  con* 
siders  the  bare  reflections  he  insinuates  upon  our  blessed  Lord 
himself:   his  more  open  attempts   against  the  character   of  ithe 

^  r  6  Digitized  byXjOOgle 


THE    NEW   TES1\AMRNT   CONSIDERED.  205 

apostles,  and  against  the  proofs  they  brought  of  tlieir  divine  mis-* 
sion ;  especially  those  taken  from  the  extraordinary  gift  and  powers 
of  Uie  Holy  Ghost  in  the  apostolical  age  :  the  account  he  gives  of 
the  false  and  absurd  Jewish  gospel,  which  he  pretends  they  all 
preached  except  the  apostle  raul,  and  of  the  great  differences 
among  them  about  points  of  the  highest  consequence  and  import- 
ance: the  endeavours  he  uses  to  destroy  the  credit  of  the  whole 
canon  of  the  New  Testament,  and  to  show  that  it  is  not  to  be  de- 
pended on  for  a  right  account  either  of  doctrines  or  facts :  besides 
the  pains  he  takes  to  misrepresent  and  expose  some  particular 
doctrines  of  Christianity.  I  shall  take  some  notice  of  what  he 
offers  with  regard  to  each  of  these.  And  shall  begin  with  consid- 
ering his  insinuations  against  the  character  of  our  blessed  Saviour 
himself,  notwithstanding  he  frequently  affects  to  speak  of  him  with 
great  seeming  veneration. 

He  commends  him,  p.  168,  among  other  things  for  this,  that  he 
did  not  like  other  lawgiver  in  ^  any  instance  give  up  the  cause 
of  virtue  and  the  common  good  of  mankind,  to  comply  with  the 
prevailing  prejudices  of  the  people.'  And  yet  he  would  have  us 
believe,  tliat  in  compliance  with  the  prejudices  of  the  people,*  he 
'justified  the  gospel  scheme  on  the  foot  of  Moses  and  the  pro- 
phets ;'  that  he  not  only  asserted  the  authority  of  those  writings, 
though  they  only  falsely  pretended  to  divine  inspiration,  but  im- 
posed a  sense  upon  them  which  he  knew  was  not  their  sense,  and 
put  that  false  sense  upon  the  Jews  for  the  real  ori<riiial  intention  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  particularly  that  he  pretended  to  be  the  person 
that  had  been  foretold  and  spoken  of  by  the  prophets,  under  the 
character  of  the  Messiah ;  whereas  according  to  this  writer  he  him- 
self could  not  but  be  sensible  that  the  propnets  had  never  spoken 
of  him  at  all ;  but  of  some  temporal  prince  that  should  sometime 
pr  other  rise  up  in  Judea,  and  deliver  the  Jews  from  their  enemies. 

But  this  is  not  all*  He  represents  him  as  suffering  himself  to 
be  *  carried  about  for  a  twelvemonth  together  by  the  Jewish  mob 
all  over  the  coimtry,  and  to  be  declared  their  Messiah'  (i.  e.  their 
temporal  prince  in  opposition  to  Ceesar,  which  is  the  only  sense  he 
puts  upon  that  expression),  and  that  they  *  had  led  him  m  triumph 
to  Jerusalem,  and  proclaimed  him  kin^  in  this  sense  but  three  days 
before  he  was  apprehended,  without  his  opposing  it.  That  there- 
fore the  Jewish  chief  priests  and  rulers  were  under  a  necessity  of 
doing  what  they  did,  in  order  to  save  their  country  from  ruin.    That 

*  Bot  certainly  be  that  on  all  occasions  declared  with  so  noble  a  zeal  and  freedom 
against  the  traditions  of  the  elders,  for  which  the  Jews  had  the  highest  veneration,  and 
detected  the  hy^ocnsj  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  whom  the  people  admired  and  re- 
verenced as  holy  persons,  would  have  declared  with  equal  zeal  against  the  law  of  Moses 
itself  if  he  had  looked  upon  it  to  be  as  this  author  represents  it,  '  a  wretched  scheme  of 
superstition,  blindness,  and  slavery,  contrary  to  aU  reason  and  common  sense,'  imposed 
upon  them  '  under  the  specious  pretence  of  a  divine  institution.  And  he  would  not  have 
deserved  the  name  of  a  true  reformer  in  religion,  if  he  had  not  endeavoured  to  undeceive 
the  people,  and  to  detect  and  expose  so  pernicious  an  imposture.  And  his  not  doing  so» 
but  all  along  representing  that  law  as  divine,  and  never  once  in  the  whole  course  of  his 
ministry,  dropping  an  insinuation  to  the  contrary,  is  a  manifest  proof  that  he  himself 
looked  upon  it  to*  be  divine  original  and  authority. 
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^  though  they  could  not  prove  that  he  had  made  any  pretensions  to 
the  crown  against  Csesar,  yet  they  presumed  he  must  hare  given 
the  people  some  encouragement  that  way,  or  else  so  strong  and 
general  an  expectation  could  never  have  been  raised  and  kept  up.* 
And  our  author  himself  observes,  that  '  had  he  renounced  any  such 

J)retensions  sooner,  as  he  did  at  last,  the  people  would  all  have 
orsook  him,  as  they  did  as  soon  as  they  found  he  was  not  for 
their  turn,  and  that  he  had  as  they  thought,  betrayed  them/  Thus 
it  is^evident,  that  he  justifies  our  Lord's  murderers,  and  represents 
them  as  only  having  acted  as  became  good  patriots  to  prevent  the 
ruin  of  their  nation  t^  and  insinuates  that  he  brought  his  own 
death  upon  himself,  by  having  encouraged  the  Jewish  mob  to  take 
him  for  their  Messiah  or  temporal  king,  and  to  proclaim  him  to  be 
so  but  three  days  before  :  and  that  he  never  renounced  these  pre- 
tensions till  he  was  before  the  Roman  governor.  And  if  so,  I 
know  not  upon  what  foundation  he  there  represents  him  as  *  a 
glorious  martyr  and  confessor  for  the  truth/  Thus  his  determined 
malice  against  our  blessed  Lord  plainly  discovers  itself  from  under 
the  disguise  he  endeavours  to  throw  over  it.     See  p.  350—363* 

But  It  may  be  easily  proved  that  these  insinuations  are  as  false 
as  they  are  malicious.  Nothing  is  more  evident  than  that  on  the 
one  hand  our  Lord  all  along  disclaimed  all  pretences  to  the  being 
a  temporal  prince  in  opposition  to  Csesar ;  though  this  writer  in- 
sinuates, that  he  never  renounced  these  pretensions  till  he  came 
upon  his  trial  before  Pilate :  and  that  on  the  other  hand,  he  all 
along  claimed  to  be  the  Messiah  foretold  and  spoken  of  by  the  pro- 
phets, though  he  affirms  that  he  renounced  that  character  upon  his 
trial,  and  '  died  upon  that  renunciation.  * 

As  to  the  first,  not  only  did  he  withdraw  when  the  populace 
would  have  'taken  him  by  force  to  have  made  him  a  king,'  John 
vi.  5.  but  to  avoid  all  appearance  of  setting  up  for  a  temporal  sove- 
reignty, when  one  desired  him  to  speak  to  his  brother  to  divide  the 
inheritance  with  him,  he  answered  '  Man,  who  made  me  a  judge  or 
a  divider  over  you  ?  '  Luke  xii.  14.  There  was  nothing  he  more  se- 
verely rebuked  among  his  disciples  than  ambitious  contentions  who 

f  Whatever  glosses  the  chief  priests,  the  scribes  and  Pharisees,  might  think  proper 
to  put  upon  it  in  their  council,  and  however  they  might  colour  over  their  design  with  b 
pretence  of  zeal  for  the  public  good,  John  xi.  17,  48,  &c.,  yet  it  is  evident  from  the 
whole  evangelic  history,  that  the  real  motive  was  their  malice  and  envy ;  because  with 
an  impartial  seal  he  had  rebuked  their  crimes  and  vices,  and  detected  their  hypocrisy, 
and  opposed  their  authority  and  traditions.  Hence  we  read  so  often  of  their  being  611ed 
with  rage  against  him,  and  taking  counsel  to  slay  him.  Their  malice  was  so  apparent 
that  Pilate  himself  could  not  but  obseive  it.  If  he  had  believed  that  Jesus  had  set 
himself  up  for  a  prince  of  the  Jews  in  opposition  to  Cassar,  it  concerned  him  more  than 
it  did  them  to  prevent  it.  But  he  knew  that  the  '  chief  priests  had  delivered  him  for 
envy,'  Mark  xv.  10,  and  therefore  eudeaToured  to  get  him  freed  from  punishment. 
And  whereas  this  writer,  to  excuse  the  chief  priests,  &c.,  lays  his  death  upon  the  mul- 
titude, who  he  pretends  were  enraged  at  him  for  at  last  disclaiming  his  being  their 
Messiah ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  evident,  that  it  was  the  chief  priests  and  elders  that 
moved  and  persuaded  the  people  to  do  what  they  did.  Matt,  xxvii.  20 ;  Mark  xv.  1 1. 
And  their  honesty  appears  in  this,  that  they  accused  him  to  Pilate  as  perverting  the 
nation,  and  forbidding  to  give  tribute  to  Cesar,  Luke,  xxiii.  2,  though  they  knew  that 
accusation  was  false,  and  that  when  the  question  was  proposed  to  him,  he  had  required 
them  to 'render  unto  Cssar  the  things  which  are  Caesar's.'  ^^  , 
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should  be  greatest ;  and  he  declared,  that  he  himself  'came  wyt  to 
be  ministered  unto  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for 
manjr. '  He  declared  both  to  his  own  disciples  and  to  the  multitude, 
that  if  any  man  would  come  after  him,  that  is,  would  be  his  disciple, 
Mie  must  deny  himself,  and  take  up  his  cross,  and  follow  him/ 
Instead  of  raising  them  to  expectations  of  great  worldly  advantages, 
as  he  expressly  foretold  his  own  sufferings  and  death,  so  he  declared 
that  his  disciples  should  be  ^  hated  and  persecuted  of  all  men  for 
his  name  sake, '  and  that '  in  this  woiia  they  should  have  tribu- 
lation/ And  the  rewards  he  promised  to  those  that  should  believe 
and  obey  him,  were  not  the  riches  and  honours  of  this  present  world, 
but  the  spiritual  and  eternal  rewards  of  a  future  state. 

But  though  he  so  plainly  disclaimed  all  pretensions  to  worldly 
dominion  and  sovereignty  here  on  earth,  yet  it  is  certain  that  he 
claimed  to  be  the  Messiah  that  had  been  promised  and  foretold  from 
the  beginning.  From  whence  it  is  evident,  that  he  did  not  look 
upon  the  Messiah  foretold  by  the  prophets  to  be  as  our  author  re- 

E resents  him,  merely  a  temporal  prince.  John  the  Baptist,  when 
e  was  sent  to,  plainly  ami  openly  declared  that  he  was  not  the 
Messiah  or  the  Christ.  But  did  our  Lord  Jesus  ever  during  the 
whole  course  of  his  personal  ministry,  make  such  a  declaration  con- 
cerning himself?  far  from  it.  Whenever  any  gave  him  the  title  of 
the  Christ,  the  Son  of  David,  or  any  of  the  other  pecuUar  characters 
which  were  made  use  of  to  signify  the  Messiah,  ne  never  once  re- 
jected it,  or  rebuked  those  who  thus  addressed  him :  on  the  con- 
trary, when  Peter  in  the  name  of  the  disciples  made  that  noble 
confession, '  Thou  art  the  Christ  the  Son  of  tne  living  God ' ;  Jesus 
answered  him, '  Blessed  art  thou,  Simon  Barjona:  for  flesh  and  blood 
bath  not  revealed  it  unto  thee,  but  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven, ' 
Matt.  xvi.  17.  So  he  approves  Martha's  illustrious  confession,  ^I 
believe  that  thou  art  the  Christ  the  Son  of  God  which  should  come 
into  the  world. '  John  xi.  27.  And  when  the  High-priest  upon  his 
trial  before  the  Jewish  council  adjured  him  by  the  living  God,  to 
tell  them,  whether  he  was  '  the  Christ  the  Son  of  the  Blessed  ? '  he 
answered  directly 'I  am.'  And  then  adds,  *  and  ye  shall  see  the  Son 
of  Man  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  power,  and  coming  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven.'  Where  he  evidently  applies  to  himself  what  the  pro- 
phet Daniel  saith  of  the  Messiah  under  the  character  of  the  '  Son 
of  man, '  and  which  by  this  writer's  own  acknowledgment  all  the 
Jews,  and  Jewish  Christians  understood  of  the  Messiah.  See  Mark 
xiv.  61,  62.  Dan.  vii.  13,  14.  And  this  was  the  pretended  blas- 
phemy for  which  they  condemned  him.  And  when  he  was  before 
Filate,  though  he  tdki  him  that  his  'kingdom  was  not  of  this  world,' 

?ret  even  then  so  cautious  was  he  of  sayine  any  thin^  that  should 
ook  hke  a  disclaiming  the  cfasuracter  of  Uie  Messiah,  that  when 
Pilate  asked  him  whether  he  was  a  king,  he  answered  that  he  was; 
that  is,  that  he  was  the  person  that  had  been  promised  and  foretold 
by  the  prophets  under  that  character.  See  John  xviil.  37.  Matt, 
zxvii.  II.  Luke  xxiii,  3.  Accordingly  Pilate  when  he  brought  him 
out  to  the  Jews  said, '  Behold  your  king. '    And  this  was  the  crhne 
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of  which  the  chief-priests,  and  by  their  instigation  the  multitude, 
accused  him  to  the  governor,  though  our  author  pretends  that  the 
reason  of  their  rage  against  him,  was  his  disclaiming  before  Pilate 
that  he  was  their  king  or  Messiah.  So  far  therefore  is  it  from  being 
true,  that  our  Saviour  renounced  his  being  the  ^  Messiah  in  the 
prophetical  sense,  and  died  upon  that  renunciation,'  as  this  writer 
witli  an  imparalleled  confidence  in  falsehood  over  and  over  asserts ; 
that  the  very  contrary  is  true  ;  that  he  declared  himself  to  be  the 
Messiah  upon  his  trial,  and  died  upon  that  declaration.  His  as^ 
serting  it  was  the  cause  of  his  condemnation  by  the  Jewish  council, 
and  was  the  crime  urged  by  them  against  him  before  Pilate.  This 
was  in  an  especial  manner  the  glorious  truth  for  which  he  died  a 
martyr,  and  which  he  sealed  with  his  blood.  And  after  his  resur- 
rection he  opened  the  understandings  of  his  disciples  that  they^ 
might  know  the  scriptures,  and  explained  to  them  the  passages  in 
the  prophetical  writings  relating  to  himself  as  the  true  Christ,  that 
had  been  there  promised  and  foretold.  And  this  the  apostles,  and 
the  apostle  Paul  as  much  as  any  of  them,  preached  under  the  in- 
fluence of  his  divine  Sphrit.  Now  what  idea  does  this  writer  give  us 
of  all  this?  That  this  pretended  Messiahship  of  Jesus  was  all  a 
fiction.  The  prophets  had  never  spoken  of  him  at  all,  nor  of  any 
Messiah,  but  a  temporal  prince  and  national  deUverer  of  the  Jews, 
and  of  them  only.  And  what  is  this  but  to  declare,  that  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  was  a  deceiver,  and  that  the  whole  Gospel  is  one  grand 
imposture,  and  the  article  so  much  insisted  upon  there,  and  which 
our  author  makes  to  be  the  only  proper  article  or  doctrine  of  religion 
pecuUar  to  the  Gospel  dispensation,  see  p.  349,  is  an  absolute  falser 
flood,  and  gross  imposition. 

I  shall  not  enter  upon  a  distinct  consideration  of  the  prophecies 
relating  to  the  Messiah,  in  order  to  show  how  amply  they  are  ful- 
filled in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  this  would  carry  me  too  far,  and  is 
a  subject  which  hath  often  been  largely  and  justly  handled.  I  shall 
only  briefly  observe,  that  whereas  there  are  two  things  which  this 
writer  represents  as  necessarily  entering  into  the  character  of  the 
Messiah,  as  foretold  by  the  prophets  :  the  one  is,  that  he  was  to  be 
no  more  than  a  temporal  prince,  and  his  kingdom  and  dominion 
was  to  be  of  a  worldly  nature :  the  other  is,  that  he  was  only  to  be 
a  king  of  the  Jews,  and  to  be  a  national  deliverer  or  saviour  of  them 
only,  and  not  of  the  Gentiles:  the  contrary  to  both  these  may  be 
manifestly  proved  from  the  prophecies  themselves  that  relate  to  this 
matter.  It  will  be  easily  granted  that  the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah,- 
and  the  advantages  and  blessings  of  it  are  sometimes  represented 
by  figures  and  emblems  drawn  ^om  the  glory  and  magnificence  of 
earthly  kingdoms.  Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  at  by  any  one  that 
considers  the  nature  of  the  prophetical  style,  which  delighted  in 
bold  and  pompous  figures  and  allusions,  and  often  represented 
things  of  a  spiritual  nature  under  images  drawn  from  the  things  of 
this  world ;  but  at  the  same  time  there  are  many  things  said  by 
them  which  plainly  show  that  the  kingdom  ascribed  to  him,  is  not 
hke  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  in  its  nature  and  design,  but  erected^ 
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for  Far  nobler  purpoees.    That  the  great  and  principal  design  of  it 

was  to  establish  truth  and  righteousness,  and  spread  the  knowledge 

of  God  and  religion,  and  mutual  benevolence  and  charity  amongst 

.  mankind.     This  is  the  manifest  import  of  those  remarkable  pro- 

{ihecies  concerning  the  Messiah  and  his  kingdom  which  we  have^ 
sa.  xi.  1 — 10  and  Isa,  xlii.  1 — 7.  That  this  is  the  name  whereby 
he  should  be  called  '  the  Lord  our  righteousness, '  Jer.  xxiii.  5,  o» 
And  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  Daniel,  where  Messiah  the  prince  is  so 
expressly  promised,  the  end  of  his  cominp;  is  signified  to  be  to  *  finish 
the  transgressions,  to  make  an  end  of  sin,  to  make  reconciliation 
for  iniquity,  and  to  bring  in  everlasting  righteousness/  Dan.  ix.  24, 
25,  8cc.  The  same  person  that  is  sometimes  represented  as  a  glo- 
rious kin^,  is  also  represented  as  ^a  priest  for  ever,  'not  after  the 
order  of  Aaron,  as  it  must  have  been  if  the  law  of  Moses  had  con- 
tinued in  force  under  his  rei^,  but '  after  the  order  of  Melchisedec,' 
Ps.  ex.  4,  He  is  also  described  as  a  great  prophet,  to  whom  the 
people  were  commanded  to  hearken,  Deut.  xviii.  15 — 18.  And 
this  character  of  the  Messiah  was  so  well  known,  that  even  the  Sa- 
maritan woman  could  say,  *  I  know  that  Messiah  cometh,  which  is 
called  Christ :  when  he  is  come  he  will  tell  us  all  things,'  John  iv.  25» 
In  that  remarkable  prophecy  relating  to  the  Messiah,  and  which 
was  understood  of  him  by  the  ancient  Jews,  from  Isa.  lii.  13,  to  the 
end  of  the  fifty-third  chapter,  as  it  is  foretold  concerning  him,  that 
he  should  be  'exalted  ana  be  very  high,'  so  his  deep  humiliation 
and  most  grievous  sufferings  are  strongly  described  in  a  variety  of 
cmphaticai  expressions,  and  the  reasons  and  ends  of  those  sufferings 
are  plainly  signified ;  that  it  was  *  for  our  transgressions '  that  he 
was  to  suffer ;  that  he  was  to  *  make  his  soul  an  offering  for  sin, ' 
and  to  ^  bear  the  sins  of  many ; '  that  by  his  *  stripes  we  might  be 
healed  ; '  and  that  by  *  his  knowledge  he  should  justify  many, '  and 
should  'make  intercession  for  the  transgressors/  In  the  illustrious 
prophecy  concerning  the  Messiah,  Mai.  iii.  1,  he  is  described  under 
the  character  of  the  '  messenger  of  tlie  covenant, '  and  what  kind  of 
covenant  that  was,  we  are  informed,  Jer.  xxxi.  31 — 35,  from  which 
it  appears  that  it  was  to  be  a  new  covenant,  distinct  from  that  made 
with  the  Israelites  when  they  were  brought  out  of  Egypt,  and  that 
the  promised  blessings  of  it  were  to  be  of  a  spiritual  nature  ;  such 
as  that  God  would  write  his  law  in  their  heart,  and  teach  them  to 
know  him,  and  forgive  their  iniquity. 

And  as  these  things  plainly  show  that  the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah 
spoken  of  by  the  prophets  was  not  merely  of  a  secular  nature,  like  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world,  and  that  the  princi  pal  benefits  of  it,  and  in  which 
the  glory  of  it  is  described  as  principally  consisting,  are  spiritual  and 
divine;  so  it  is  also  evident,  that  these  benefits  and  this  salvation  are 
represented  there  as  not  confined  to  the  Jews  only,  but  extending  to  all 
mankind.  Thusin  the  promise  made  taAbraham,and  which  is  so  often 
referred  to  in  the  Mew  Testament,  it  is  said,  that  *  in  his  seed  should 
all  the  fSamilies  of  the  earth  be  blessed. '  When  Jacob  prophesies 
of  the  Messiah  under  the  name  of  Shiloh^  it  is  declared  that  unto 
him  should  'the  gathering  of  the  people  be,'  Gen.  xlix.  10.    It  it 
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foretold  that  in  the  time  of  that  ^  Branch  that  should  grow  out  of 
the  root  of  Jesse,  the  earth  should  be  full  of  the  knowl^ge  of  the 
Lord^  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea ;  and  that  to  him  should  the 
Grentiles  seek, '  or  as  the  Seventy  render  it^ '  in  him  shall  the  Gen- 
tiles trust/  Isa.  xi.  1,  9,  10.  That  God  would  '  put  his  Spirit  upon 
him^  and  he  should  bring  forth  judgment  unto  the  Gtentiles,  and  the 
Isles  should  wail  for  his  law ; '  and  that  God  would  'give  him  for  a 
covenant  of  the  people,  for  a  li^ht  of  the  Gentiles, '  Isa.  xlii.  1, 4, 6. 
And  again,  that  God  '  would  gtve  him  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles, 
that  he  might  be  the  salvation  of  God  unto  the  ends  of  the  earth,' 
Isa.  xlix.  6.  He  is  described  under  the  character  of  the  *  desire  of 
all  nations/  Hag.  ii.  6 — 9,  to  show  that  he  was  promised  and  de- 
signed to  be  a  blessing  to  all  nations.  The  general  conversion  of 
the  Grentiles  to  the  knowledge  of  God  and  true  religion  is  frequently 
signified  by  the  prophets  in  strong  and  noble,  though  figurative  ex- 
pressions, see  Mai.  i.  11.  Isa.  ii.  2,  3.  Some  of  those  expressions 
do  indeed  carry  a  manifest  allusion  to  the  manner  of  worsnip  thai 
was  in  use  under  the  legal  dispensation,  see  Isa.  Ixvi.  23.  Zecn.  xiv. 
16,  17,  18 ;  but  the  general  design  of  those  expressions  is  no  more 
than  to  signify  that  the  Gentiles  should  be  brought  into  the  true 
church  of  God,  and  should  become  his  people,  and  worship  him  in 
a  pure  and  acceptable  manner,  according  to  his  appointment ;  but 
not  that  the  Mosaic  law  and  the  rites  there  prescribed  should  be 
observed  by  the  Gentiles :  the  contrary  to  which  plainly  appears 
from  some  of  those  passages.  Thus  Mai.  i.  11,  the  conversion  of 
the  Gentiles  is  represented  by  their  *  ofiering  incense  unto  the  Lord, 
and  a  pure  offering  in  every  place  :  *  but  that  this  cannot  be  under- 
stood hterally  of  tneir  offering  incense  and  oblations  according  to 
the  law  is  evident,  because  that  law  did  not  allow  incense  to  be  of- 
fered in  any  place  but  at  the  temple  or  tabernacle.  So  it  is  for^ 
told,  Isa.  xix.  9 — ^21,  that  the  '  Egyptians  should  know  the  Lord  ;  * 
and  that  they  should  offer  '  sacrifice  and  oblation ; '  and  that  an 
^  altar  should  be  erected  unto  the  Lord,  in  the  midst  of  the  land  of 
Egypt,  and  a  pillar  at  the  border  thereof  unto  the  Lord. '  Where 
it  is  manifest  these  expressions  are  not  to  be  taken  literally  as  sig- 
nifying the  manner  in  which  they  should  worship  God  ;  for  both 
these,  the  erecting  pillars  to  Grod  any  where  at  all,  and  the  ejecting 
altars  in  any  place  out  in  the  land  of  Canaan,  at  the  place  which 
the  Lord  should  choose  there,  are  forbidden  in  that  law.  In  that 
prophecy  it  is  also  &rther  declared,  that  Egypt  and  Assyria,  by 
which  are  signified  the  chief  of  the  heathen  nations,  should  as  well 
as  Israel  be  God^s  people  and  inheritance.  Whereby  it  is  plainly 
signified  that  the  distinction  of  nations  should  then  l>e  taken  away ; 
tliere  should  be  no  difference  between  Jews  and  Gentiles ;  and  the 
peculiar  rites  of  the  Mosaic  constitution  should  be  abolished,  see 
Isa.  xix.  24,  26.  With  a  view  to  this  state  of  things,  all  nations 
are  often  called  upon  to  jpraise  the  Lord  for  his  mercy  and  truth, 
and  to  serve  him  with  gladness ;  it  is  signified  that  there  was  s 
time  coming  when  his  way  *  should  be  known  upon  earth,  and  his 
saving  health  unto  all  nations  ;   when  all  the  earth  should  worship 
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him,  and  should  sine  unto  his  name, '  and  a  glorious  reign  of  Ood  is 
spoken  of  that  should  be  the  just  cause  of  universal  joy  and  rejoicing 
to  all  people.  '  • 

In  a  word,  nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  it  is  from  the  pro- 
phecies that  the  kingdom  of  the  Messiah  is  represented  as  an  uni- 
versal benefit,  the  happy  effects  of  which  were  not  to  be  confined  to 
the  Jews,  but  were  to  extend  unto  all  nations.  And  though  many 
of  the  Jews  through  their  selfishness  and  narrow  prejudices  would 
fiiin  have  appropnated  the  benefits  of  the  Messiah  to  their  own  na- 
tion; yet  there  were  some  among  them  that  still  preserved  juster 
notions  of  things  in  conformity  to  the  plain  declarations  of  the 
ancient  prophecies  concerning  him.  Thus  aged  Simeon,  who  was 
one  of  those  that  *  expected  the  consolation  of  Israel^  *  that  is,  waited 
for  the  coming  of  the  Messiah,  when  he  took  Jesus  into  his  arms, 
and  blessed  God  for  having  caused  him  to  live  and  see  the  promised 
Messiah,  calls  him  *  the  salvation  of  God  which  he  had  prepared 
before  the  face  of  all  people ;  a  lisht  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and 
the  glory  of  his  people  Israel/  Luke  ii.  30,  31,  32.  And  even  the 
Samaritans,  who  had  the  same  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  Mes- 
siah with  the  Jews,  looked  for  him  under  the  notion  of  the  Saviour 
of  the  world  :  *  We  know '  say  they,  *  that  this  is  indeed  the  Christ 
the  Saviour  of  the  world. '  John  iv,  42. 

From  the  several  passages  that  have  been  referred  to,  and  others 
that  might  be  mentioned,  it  appears  that  the  kingdom  of  the  Mes- 
siah, ai:^  that  glorious  state  of  things  so  much  spoken  of  in  the 
prophets,  is  not  to  be  understood  merely  of  a  worldly  dominion  or 
empire,  under  the  government  of  a  mere  temporal  prmce,  that  was 
to  be  a  proper  king  of  the  Jews,  and  of  them  only,  but  of  a  kingdom 
of  righteousness  and  peace,  of  truth  and  holiness ;  the  proper  de- 
sign of  which  was  to  spread  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  true  re- 
ligion among  men :  that  this  Messiah  to  whom  this  kingdom  be- 
longed was  to  be  the  great  prophet  and  teacher  of  his  church,  the 
great  high  priest  bat  not  after  the  order  of  Aaron,  the  messenger  of 
A  new  and  pnost  gracious  covenant,  different  from  that  which  God 
made  with  the  Israelites  when  he  brought  them  out  of  Egypt:  that 
he  was  to  ^Pf  s^f  in  a  mean  and  humble  form,  and  to  etiaure  the 
greatest  sufferings,  and  by  those  sufferings  to  make  reconciliation 
for  iniquity  :  that  he  was  to  be  cut  off  out  of  the  land  of  the  living, 
and  in  consequence  of  this  was  to  be  highly  exalted  ;  that  his  do* 
minion  was  to  be  extensive  over  all  nations,  and  to  continue  to  the 
end  of  the  world  :  that  the  blessings  of  his  reign  were  not  to  be 
confined  to  the  Jews  only,  but  were  to  extend  unto  all  nations ;  he 
was  to  be  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles,  and  the  salvation  of  God 
unto  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  so  that  the  whole  world  should  have 
reason  to  rejoice  in  his  coming,  and  in  the  dispensation  4ie  introi- 
duced,  as  an  universal  blessing. 

When  therefore  the  King  or  Messiah,  of  whom  such  glorious 
things  arc  spoken,  is  represented  as  ^sitting  on  the  throne  of  Danrid 

•  See  Pid.  Ixri.  1—4.  Uvii.  1—4.  xctIi.  xeviii. «.  eikviU        -  r^  '    '      t 
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his  father;'  it  is  evident  this  cannot  be  understood  in  the  sense  this 
author  puts  upon  that  phrase,  as  if  he  were  to  be  only  a  temporal 
prince,  and  a  national  Deliverer  and  Saviour  of  the  Jews  only ; 
which  by  no  means  answers  the  idea  the  prophets  gave  us  of  the 
Messiah.  All  that  is  intended  in  these  expressions  is,  that  as  he 
was  to  proceed  out  of  the  family  and  race  of  David,  so  he  was  to 
be  king  as  David  was,  but  in  a  far  more  sublime  and  glorious 
sense.  David's  being  chosen  and  set  apart  by  God's  own  special 
designation  and  appointment  to  be  king  over  Israel,  who  were  then 
God's  peculiar  people  and  inheritance,  whom  he  'fed  according  to 
the  integrity  of  his  hearty  and  guided  by  the  skilfulness  oi  his 
hands,'  rs.  Ixxviii.  70,  7 1 ,  72,  was  a  type  of  that  more  glorious 
kingdom  and  sovereignty,  which  the  Messiah  was  to  exercise  over 
the  universal  church.  In  that  remarkable  prophecy  relating  to  the 
Messiah,  Isa.  ix.  6,  7^  after  it  is  said,  'Unto  us  a  child  is  bom,  unto 
us  a  Son  is  given :  and  the  government  shall  be  upon  his  shoulder, 
and  his  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful^  Counsellor,  The  mighty 
God,  The  everl^isting  Father,'  or  as  the  Seventy  render  it,  the 
'Father  of  the  world  to  come,'  or  the  'future  age,'  'The  Prince  of 
Peace  :'  it  is  added,  'of  the  increase  of  his  government  and  peace 
there  shall  be  no  end ;  upon  the  throne  of  David,  and  upon  his 
kingdom,  to  order  it,  and  to  establish  it  with  judgment  and  with 
justice,  from  henceforth  even  for  over:  the  zeal  of  the  Lord  of 
hosts  will  perform  this.'  From  which  passage  it  is  evident,  that 
as  the  person  there  spoken  of,  is  represented  by  characters  that  show 
him  to  be  vastly  superior  to  David,  so  the  kingdom  ascribed  to  him, 
though  figuratively  signified  by  the  expressions  of  his  sitting  upon 
David's  throne,  and  upon  his  kingdom,  must  needs  be  understood 
to  be  of  a  far  higher  and  nobler  nature  ;  even  that  kingdom  so  often 
represented  by  tne  prophets  as  a  kingdom  of  righteousness  and 
truth,  charity  and  benevolence.  That  kingdom  of  the  Son  of  Man 
spoken  of  by  Daniel,  which  is  represented  as  of  a  different  kind 
from  all  former  dominions  and  empires  ;  which  are  described  under 
the  emblem  of  furious  wild  beasts,  destructive  powers ;  ^hereas  this 
is  represenlpd  as  an  universal  blessing  to  mankind. 

It  it  be  said,  that  granting  all  this  to  be  true,  yet  still  these  pro- 

Khecies  cannot  be  applied  to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  since  the  event 
ath  not  answered  these  glorious  predictions  of  uniyersal  peace, 
righteousness,  &c.,  that  are  represented  as  attending  the  Messiah's 
kingdom ;  I  answer,  that  if  it  be  considered  that  our  Lord  Jesus 
Chnst  hath  brought  in  a  new  and  most  perfect  dispensation,  the 
manifest  tendency  of  which  is  to  establish  righteousness,  truth, 
peace,  and  universal  charity  and  good-will  amongst  mankind,  with- 
out distinction  between  Jews  and  Gentiles :  that  in  consequence  of 
his  grievous  sufferings,  which  were  expressly  foretold  God  hath 
'highly  exalted  him,'  and  he  was  declared  to  be  the  'Son  of  God 
widi  power:'  that  notwithstanding  all  the  opposition.it  met  with, 
the  gospel  of  his  kingdom  attended  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  sent 
down  from  heaven,  and  with  ihe  most  glorious  manifestations  of  a 
divine  power,  made  a  surprising  progress,  and  in  a  fyw  years  was  pub- 
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lished  throughout  the  vast  Roman  empire ;  the  kingdom  of  Satan  and 
pagan  idolatry  fell  down  before  it ;  and  vast  numbers  were  every  where 
turned  from  darkness  to  light,  from  worshipping  idols  to  serve  the 
living  and  true  God,  and  from  vice  and  wickedness^  and  the  most 
immoral  conduct,  to  a  life  of  hohness,  purity  and  viitue.  Any  one 
that  considers  this,  and  at  the  same  time  considers  the  pompous 
figures  of  the  prophetic  style,  will  not  be  surprised  that  such  a 
glorious  person,  and  such  a  dispensation  and  state  of  things  should 
be  foretold  and  set  forth  by  lofty  figures,  and  in  the  most  strong 
and  elevated  expressions.  And  if  Christians  afterwards  fell  off  from 
the  purity  and  glory  of  the  gospel  into  a  great  and  general  apostacy  ; 
though  still  in  times  of  the  greatest  degeneracy  there  were  many  thou- 
sands among  them  that  faithfully  adhered  to  the  true  worship,  love, 
and  obedience  of  the  only  true  Ood  through  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  the 
practice  of  real  piety  and  righteousness ;  and  if  there  has  risen  up  an 
exorbitant  anti-christian  power  and  spiritual  tyranny,  which  hath 
been  of  long  continuance  ;  this  also  hath  been  plainly  foretold,  and 
that  a  very  glorious  state  of  things  shall  follow,  and  shall  continue 
for  a  long  time.  And  under  that  glorious  state  of  the  church,  the 
prophetical  predictions  relating  to  the  Messiah's  kingdom,  its  uni- 
versal extent,  peace,  purity,  happiness,  shall  receive  their  fullest  ac- 
complishment. And  the  remarkable  completion  of  the  other  parts 
of  the  prophecies  leave  us  no  reasonable  room  to  doubt  that  what- 
ever remains  to  be  fulfilled,  shall  in  the  due  season  be  accom- 
plished also. 

And  whereas  the  Messiah^s  kingdom  seems  sometimes  to  be  de- 
scribed with  a  particular  regard  to  the  Jews  :  and  it  is  foretold  that 
he  should  reign  over  them  as  their  Prince  and  Shepherd,  and  that 
in  his  days  'Israel  and  Judah  should  dwell  safely/  and  in  a  happy 
state  :  there  are  two  things  that  will  entirely  take  off  the  advantage 
our  author  pretends  to  take  firom  these  expressions.  The  one  is, 
that  the  terms  Israel  and  Judah  and  the  *  house  of  Jacob,*  are  not 
always  to  be  understood  in  the  prophets  precisely  of  the  seed  of 
Jacob,  literally  so  called,  or  of  the  Jewish  people  and  nation  ;  but 
are  sometimes  designed  to  signify  the  church  in  general,  as  it  should 
be  vastly  enlarged  under  the  gospel  dispensation,  when  Jew  and 
Gentile  should  be  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.  It  might  be  easily 
shown  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  but  what  is  perfectly  agreeable 
to  the  prophetical  style  and  manner  of  expression.  And  in  con- 
formity to  this  way  of  speaking,  the  church  under  the  New  Testa- 
ment is  described  under  the  character  of  the  *  Jerusalem  which  is 
above,'  Gal.  iv.  26.  Heb.  xii.  23.  True  Christians  are  called  Jews, 
Rev.  iii.  9,  'the  Israel  of  God,'  Gal.  vi.  6.  The  *true  circumcision,' 
Phil.  iii.  3.  And  all  sincere  believers  are  called  ^Abraham's  seed,' 
and  'the  children  of  Abraham.'  The  other  thing  to  be  observed  is, 
that  if  some  of  those  prophecies  that  speak  of  the  advantages  Israel 
and  Judah  were  to  enjoy  under  the  Messiah,  be  understood  literally 
of  the  people  of  the  Jews,  they  relate  to  a  future  restoration  of  the 
Jews  tnat  is  yet  to  be  accomplished.  As  the  present  wonderful  dis- 
persion of  the  Jews,  their  being  scattered  through  all  nations^f  the. 
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earth)  and  their  finding  no  rest  among  them,  but  being  every  wher^ 
hated  and  despised^  scorned  and  reproached ;  and  their  still  con- 
tinuing in  this  their  unexampled  dispersion  to  be  a  distinct  people, 
is  foretold  and  described  by  many  remarkable  characters,  and  which 
could  never  be  applied  to  any  other  nation,*  so  their  recovery  and 
return  is  also  foretold.     And  this  their  deliverance  ia  sometimes  ex^ 
pressly  applied  to  the  latter  days,  and  is  connected  with  the  times  of 
the  Messiah*     Not  as  if  it  were  to  happen  immediately  upon  the 
Messiah's  coming :  on  the  contrary  it  is  plainly  signified,  that  the 
Jews  would  despise  and  reject  him  when  he  came,  Isa.  liii.  I,  2,  3. 
that  he  would  be  a  'stone  of  atumbUng  and  a  rock  of  ofience'  to 
them,  at  which  many  'should  fall  and  be  broken,'  Isa.  viii.  14,  16» 
It  is  intimated  that  Israel  should  not  be  gathered  at  his  coming,  and 
yet  he  should  be  glorified,  Isa.  xlix.  5.  that  the  day  of  his  coming 
would  be  great  and  terrible  to  many  among  them,  Mai.  iii.  1,  2.  iv* 
1.  5.  And  most  plainly  and  expressly  it  is  foretold  by  DanieU  that  the 
coming  of  the  Messiah  would  be  attended  with  thedestruction  of  their 
city  and  sanctuary,  and  the  subversion  of  their  whole  constitution,  Dan. 
ix.  26, 27.     And  finally,  that  after  they  had  continued  many  days^  or 
for  a  long  time,  'without  a  king,  and  without  a  prince,  and  without  a 
sacrifice,  and  without  an  image,  and  without  an  ephod,  and  with* 
out  Teraphim  :'  a  most  exact  description  of  their  present  state,  when 
they  are  without  any  form  of  government,  without  the  exercise  of 
the  legal  priesthood  or  oblations,  and  at  the  same  time  free  from 
that  idolatry  to  which  they  were  anciently  so  prone  ;  they  should 
'afterward  return  and  seek  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their 
king,'  that  is,  the  true  Messiah,  who  is  sometimes  represented  under 
that  character,  and  should  'fear  the  Lord  and  his  goodness  in  the 
latter  days,'  Hos.  iii.  4,  5.     And  that  God  would  'pour  forth  upon 
them  a  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication,'  and  that  they  should 
'look  upon  him  wnom  they  had  pierced  aod  mourn,'  iOech.  xii. 
10 — 14.  xiii.  1.     And  their  state  under  the  Messiah  is  described  in 
figurative  expressions,  as  a  state  of  peace  and  holiness,  Ezek.  xxxiv. 
23 — 31,  xxxvi.  21 — 28.    This  return  and  conversion  of  the  Jews, 
and  the  happy  effects  of  it,  St.  Paul  clearly  speaks  of  in  the  eleventh 
chapter  of  the  epfstle  to  the  Romans.    And  since  the  former  part 
of  the  prophecies  relating  to  the  Jews  is  so  remarkably  accomplisned, 
we  may  regard  it  as  a  pledge  and  assurance,  that  the  other  part  of 
the  prophecies,  relating  to  their  future  conversion  and  return,  shdl 
also  receive  its  proper  completion.     And  indeed  their  being  still  pre* 
served  a  distinct  people,  in  such  remarkable  circumstances,  seems 
to  show  that  they  are  reserved  for  some  signal  purposes  of  divine 
providence. 

And  now,  upon  this  brief  view  of  the  prophecies  relating  to  the 
Messiah,  which  were  delivered  not  all  at  once,  but  by  different  per- 
sons, and  in  diverse  manners,  at  a  vast  distance  of  lime  from  one 
another,  and  which  are  remarkably  accomplished  in  our  Lord  Jesus 

♦See  Deut  xxviii.  63,  64.  Amos  ix.  8,  9,  11.  Deut.  axx.  1--4.  Jet.  xxx.  lU 
xxiii.  3.     Isa.  xi.  11—16. 
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Christ,  in  whom  the  Beveral  characters  given  of  the  Messiah,  though 
some  of  them  at  first  view  seemed  not  very  consistent  with  others, 
do  wonderfully  concur ;  I  think  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  such 
a  series  of  prophecy  carried  on  for  a  long  succession  of  ages,  yet  all 
conspiring  with  an  admirable  harmony,  the  like  of  which  cannot  be 
produced  in  any  other  case,  yields  a  glorious  and  peculiar  kind  of 
attestation  to  our  Loi*d  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  the  dispensation  he 
hath  introduced.  And  when  joined  with  his  wonderful  miracles^ 
and  the  extraordinary  effusion  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  excellent 
tendency  of  that  doctrine  and  reUgion  which  he  taught  and  pub^ 
lished  to  the  world,  lays  a  solid  foundation  for  our  faith  in  him,  and 
obedience  to  the  doctrines  and  laws  which  he  hath  given  us.  Our 
author  indeed  will  not  allow  that  the  prophecies  furnish  any  proof  at 
all*  He  argues,  that  if  the  'life  or  religion  of  the  pope  or  Mahomet 
bad  been  prophesied  of  and  foretold,  as  some  think  they  were,'  this 
would  have  *  been  no  proof  of  the  truth  of  doctrines,  or  righteous- 
ness of  persons,  and  therefore  could  have  been  no  rational  foundation 
for  true  religion/  p.  332,  338.  And  it  will  be  easily  owned,  that  if 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  had  been  prophesied  of  no  oUierwise  than  as 
a  tyrannous,  wicked  power,  no  man  in  his  senses  would  have  pro- 
duced  this  as  a  proof  that  his  mission  was  divine ;  when  it  would 
rather  have  proved,  that  this  was  that  very  wicked,  oppressive 
power  that  had  been  foretold  and  described,  in  order  to  warn  people 
against  it,  and  to  keep  them  from  being  too  much  discouraged  on 
the  account  of  it,  as  well  as  to  strengthen  their  hope  that  it  should 
be  at  length  destroyed.  But  when  there  had  b^n  a  person  fore- 
told from  the  beginning  of  the  world  as  a  blessing  to  mankind,  and 
the  sending  of  whom  is  represented  as  the  most  extraordinary  effect 
of  divine  love ;  when  he  had  been  described  by  the  most  glorious  di- 
vine characters,  and  many  particular  circumstances  relating  to  his  per- 
scMi,  actions,  offices,  and  the  precise  time  of  his  coming  plainly 
pointed  out ;  this  being  the  case,  when  he  actually  came  in  whom 
all  these  characters  met,  and  to  whom  all  these  predictions  pointed, 
and  in  whom  alone  they  received  their  accomplishment,  tnis  cer- 
tainly tended  highly  to  recommend  him  to  the  esteem  of  mankind, 
and  to  prepare  and  engage  them  to  receive  that  dispensation  of 
righteousness,  truth,  and  charity,  which  he  came  to  introduce  and 
establish.  It  tended  to  remove  the  prejudices  arising  from  the  mean- 
ness of  his  outward  appearance,  from  nls  sufferings,  &.c.|  since  it  was 
manifest  from  the  prophecies,  that  even  these  things  were  expressly 
foretold  concerning  him,  and  made  a  part  of  the  divine  scheme.  Ana 
it  showed  the  great  guilt  of  rejecting  him,  and  thereby  counteracting 
the  great  and  noble  design  and  scheme  of  divine  providence,  which 
had  been  carried  on  from  the  beginning. 

I  add  that  these  prophecies,  and  their  accomplishments,  besides 
that  they  exhibit  an  illustrious  proof  of  a  most  wise  presiding  provi- 
dence that  governs  the  whole  series  of  events,  and  snow  the  extent 
of  the  divine  knowledge,  and  thus  are  very  serviceable  even  to 
natural  religion,  do  also  show  the  wondeiful.  harmony  between 
the  Old  Testament  and  the  New ;  that  there  is  one  and  the  same 
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spirit  in  both;  the  saibe  uniform  design  and  scheme  still  carrying 
on ;  and  that  ^prophecy  came  not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of  men; 
but  holy  men  of  God  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost/ 
2  Pet.  i.  21.  Our  author  indeed  makes  little  of  all  this.  If  the 
reader  will  take  his  word  for  it^  these  things  are  ^minute- 
nessesy  and  even  minutis  minutiarum/  as  he  expresses  it.  He  puts 
the  case  that  the  prophets  'had  foretold  the  birth^  life^  miracles, 
crucifixion,  and  resurrection  of  Christ,  particularly  and  minutely, 
in  all  the  circumstances  of  time,  place,  per8ons,^8cc.,  and  then  he  asks, 
'what  could  this  have  proved,  but  only  that  these  men  had  the  cer- 
tain knowledge  of  futurity  in  those  matters?  And  consequently, 
that  these  events  were  necessary,  as  depending  upon  necessary 
causes,  which  might  be  certainly  foreknown  and  predicted  ?*  p.  33'i. 
I  shall  not  stay  to  expose  the  absurdity  of  this  passage,  which 
plainly  implies  a  denial  of  God's  prescience  of  future  contmgencies, 
and  seems  to  suppose  a  fatal  necessity  in  human  actions  and  events. 
For  if  the  actions  here  referred  to,  and  all  the  several  events  fore- 
told by  the  prophets, '  were  necessary,  and  depending  on  necessary 
causes,'  we  may  equally  suppose  that  all  other  events,  and  the  ac- 
tions of  all  men,  at  all  times,  are  necessary,  and  owing  to  necessary 
causes,  since  they  have  not  greater  marks  of  freedom  than  these 
had ;  which  would  be  an  odd  supposition  in  one  that  on  all  occa- 
sions discovers  such  a  mighty  zeal  against  fatalism,  and  sets  up  as 
a  warm  advocate  for  man's  free-agency.  But  not  to  insist  upon 
this,  I  shall  only  observe  that  if  the  prophets'  foretelling  these 
things  doth  prove,  as  the  author  owns,  that  they  'had  the  certain 
knowledge  of  futurity  in  these  matters,'  it  proves  they  foresaw 
things  which  it  was  impossible  for  any  human  sagacity  to  foresee, 
and  which  could  only  be  known  to  him  whose  providence  presides 
over  all  events,  and  whose  views  extend  throughout  all  ages.  And 
consequentlv,  it  proves,  that  those  prophets  were  extraordinarily 
inspired  with  the  knowledge  of  those  things  by  God  himself;  and 
we  may  be  sure,  that  he  would  not  have  tnus  inspired  them  but  for 
some  valuable  end.  And  in  the  present  case,  their  being  inspired 
to  foretel  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Chris^  was  vrith  a  view  to 
keep  up  the  expectation  of  this  glorious  Redeemer  that  was  to 
come,  and  the  better  to  prepare  the  world  for  receiving  him  when  he 
actually  came ;  and  that  by  considering  the  predictions  that  went 
before,  concerning  him,  it  might  appear  that  ne  was  the  extraordi- 
nary person,  the  sending  of  wnom  was  the  thing  which  the  divine 
Erovidence  had  all  along  in  view.  This  gives  a  ^reat  solemnity  to 
is  divine  mission,  and  is  of  signal  use,  in  conjunction  with  the 
other  illustrious  attestations  given  from  heaven.  And  there  having 
been  such  a  succession  of  prophets  raised  up  among  the  Jews,  who 
showed  by  their  wonderful  prediction,  that  they  had  extraordinary 
communications  from  God,  and  who  all  harmoniously  concurred, 
both  in  confirming  the  Law  of  Moses  that  had  been  already  given, 
and  carrying  the  views  of  the  people  to  another  and  more  glorious  dis- 
pensation that  was.  to  succeed  it,  connected  the  Old  Testament  and 
the  New,  and  confirmed  the  divine  original  of  both. 
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The  author's  charge  against  the  apostles,  ezamined.  His  pcetenoe  that  they  the]ii8elTe» 
were  far  from  claiming  infallibility,  considered.  It  is  shown  that  they  did  profess  to 
be  under  the  unerring  (guidance  and  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  publishing  the 
gospel  of  Jesas ;  and  that  they  gave  sufficient  proofs  to  convince  the  world  of  their 
divine  mission.  The  attestations  given  to  Christianity,  and  to  the  doctrines  taught 
by  the  apostles,  by  the  extraordinary  gifts  and  powers  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  considered 
and  vindic&ted,  against  our  author's  exceptions.  His  pretence  that  those  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  might  be  used  like  natural  faculties  and  talents,  according  to  the  plea- 
sure of  the  persons  who  were  endowed  with  them,  either  for  the  promoting  truth  or 
error ;  sod  that  the  false  teachers,  as  well  as  the  true,  had  these  extraordinary  gifts 
and  powers,  and  made  use  of  them  in  confirmation  of  their  false  doctrines,  examined 
at  large. 

Having  examined  our  author's  insinuations  against  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  let  us  now  proceed  to  consider  what  he  offers  with  a 
view  to  subvert  the  authonty  of  the  ajpostles,  and  to  show  that  they 
are  not  at  all  to  be  depended  on,  in  the  account  they  give  of  the 
religion  of  Jesus,  of  which  they  were  the  first  authorised  teachers 
and  publishers  to  the  world.  He  affirms  that  they  themselves 
never  so  much  as  pretended  to  the  infallible  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit;  or  if  they  had  pretended  to  it^  their  great  differences 
among  themselves  about  the  most  concerning  points  of  revelation 
would  have  been  an  evident  demonstration  to  the  contrary :  that 
they  preached  quite  different  and  even  contrary  gospels :  they  re- 
ported the  doctrine  of  Christ  according  to  their  own  Jewish  preju- 
diceSy  and  made  a  wrong  representation  of  several  facts,  ascribing 
to  him  things  which  he  never  did,  and  prophecies  which  he  never 
uttered^  and  doctrines  which  he  never  taught ;  that  besides  this, 
the  New  Testament  was  farther  corrupted  and  interpolated  after- 
wards by  the  Christian  Jews,  so  that,  as  it  now  stands,  it  is  a 
strange  mixture  of  religions,  of  Christianity  and  Judaism,  though 
they  are  the  most  opposite  things  in  the  world. 

I  shall  first  begin  with  the  attempt  he  makes  against  the  infal- 
libility and  divine  inspiration  of  the  apostles.  He  alleges  that 
'  There  was  no  pretence  in  those  apostolical  times  to  any  Spirit 
or  Holy  Ghost,  that  made  men  either  infallible  or  impeccable ; 
that  set  men  above  the  possibility  of  erring  or  being  deceived 
themselves  as  to  the  inward  judgment,  or  oi  deceiving  others  in 
the  outward  Eentence  and  declaration  of  that  judgment.  This  was 
the  wild  and  impudent  claim  of  the  church  of  Rome  in  after  ages, 
which  the  apostles  themselves,  who  really  had  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  the  power  of  working  miracles,  never  pretended  to.  And 
though  this  has  been  liberully  granted  them,  and  supposed  qf-them   i 
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by  our  Christian  zealots  and  system-mongerSi  yet  it  is  what  they 
never  claimed/  pp.  80,  81. 

As  to  what  he  calls  their  being  impeccable ;  an  absolute  impos- 
sibility of  ever  sinning  at  all,  or  doing  a  wron^  thing  in  a  single 
instance,  in  the  whole  course  of  their  lives,  neither  the  apostles 
themselves,  nor  any  for  them,  ever  did  pretend  to  this.  Nor  is  it 
at  all  necessary  to  suppose  such  an  impeccability  as  this  in  order 
to  their  being  depended  upon.  It  is  sufficient  if  they  were  persons 
of  such  honesty  and  integrity  as  to  be  incapable  of  contriving  and 
carrying  on  a  deliberate  solemn  imposture  in  the  name  of  God, 
and  of  putting  known  falsehoods  upon  the  world  under  the  pre- 
tence 01  a  divine  revelation.  This  is  all  the  impeccability,  if  the 
author  is  resolved  to  use  this  word,  that  we  are  concerned  to  stand 
up  for  with  regard  to  the  apostles,  and  surely  this  is  no  more  than 
may  well  be  supposed  concerning  manv  persons  that  are  not  abso- 
lutely raised  above  all  the  passions  and  frailties  of  human  nature, 
in  its  present  imperfect  state.  And  this  the  apostles  certainly 
claimed.  They  affirmed  that  they  did  *  not  follow  cunningly  de- 
vised fables  ;  that  what  they  heara  and  saw,  and  what  their  hands 
had  handled  of  the  word  of  life,  that  they  declared/  That  they 
knew  that  their  record  was  true,  and  called  God  to  witness  to  it. 
They  declared  with  a  noble  confidence,  arising  from  an  inward  con* 
sciousness  of  their  own  integrity,  that  their  *  rejoicing  was  this, 
the  testimony  of  their  conscience^  that  in  simplicity  and  godly 
sincerity,  not  in  fleshly  wisdom  but  by  the  grace  of  Gfod,  they  had 
their  conversation  in  the  world.'  That  they  ^  did  not  corrupt  the 
word  of  God,  nor  handle  it  deceitfully,  or  walk  in  craftiness,  but 
had  renounced  the  hidden  things  of  dishonesty ;  and  as  of  sin- 
cerity, as  of  God,  and  in  the  sieht  of  God  spoke  they  in  Christ.' 
And  could  appeal  to  those  that  beheld  their  conversation,  and  'to 
God  alsO}  how  holily  and  unblameably  they  behaved  themselves*' 
And  this  author  himself  seems  to  grant,  that  it  is  '  probable  that 
men  so  qualified  and  acting,  as  the  apostles  are  supposed  to  have 
done,  could  have  no  design  to  deceive  us.'  p.  93. 

As  to  infallibility,  it  is  true  that  in  the  sense  in  which  this  au- 
thor  seems  to  understand  it,  as  signifying  that  absolute  infallibility 
which  he  tells  us  is  the  sole  prerogative  of  God  himself,  or  of  an  omni* 
scient  being,  see  p.  9,  and  p.  83,  viz.  an  utter  impossibility  of  ever  err- 
ing, or  being  mistaken  at  any  time,  or  in  any  tning  whatsoever,  it  is 
certain  the  apostles  never  pretended  to  it :  for  they  never  pretended  to 
be  gods,  or  to  be  omniscient.  Nor  have  any  of  those  whom  this 
writer  contemptuously  calls  system-mongers  ever  ascribed  it  to 
them.  But  it  by  infallibility  is  meant  no  more  than  their  being 
under  an  unerring  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  so  as  to  be  kept 
firom  error  or  mistake  in  teaching  and  delivering  the  doctrines  and 
laws  of  Christ,  it  is  certain  they  did  pretend  to  this.  They  declared 
that  Christ  had  expressly  promised  his  Spirit  to  '  teach  them  all 
things  concerning  him,  ana  to  bring  all  things  to  their  reroeni- 
brance  whatsoever  he  had  said  unto  them.'  John  xiv.  26.  And  had 
assured  them  that  when  *  the  Spirit  of  truth  came,  whom  he  would 
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send  unto  them  from  the  Father,  he  would  guide  them  into  all 
truth.  For  he  should  receive  of  his,  and  show  it  unto  thero/  John 
xvi.  12,  13, 14.  It  is  evident  therefore  that  if  this  promise  of  our 
Saviour  was  accomplished,  and  it  is  certain  that  they  themselves 
believed  and  professed  that  this  promise  was  fulfilled  to  them,  they 
were  guided  by  the  Spirit  of  truth  in  the  whole  of  the  gospel  doo^ 
trine;  and  accoixlingly  they  claimed  a  regard  to  the  word  they 

S reached,  *  as  the  word  of  God  and  not  of  men,'  and  urged  the 
isciples  to  ^  be  mindful  of  the  commandments  of  them  the  apostles 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour/  2  Pet.  iii.  2 ;  1  Thess.  ii.  13.  The 
apostle  Paul,  who  was  not  one  of  those  that  attended  Christ  during 
the  course  of  his  personal  ministry,  but  was  afterwards  taken  into 
the  number  of  the  apostles,  by  the  immediate  call  of  Christ  himself, 
doth  also  in  the  strongest  manner  lay  claim  to  this  divine  guidance 
and  inspiration.  He  usually  begins  his  epistles  with  declaring  that 
he  was  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Chnst,  in  order  to  challenge  a  regard 
to  the  instructions  he  gave  and  the  doctrines  he  taught  He  affirms, 
that  the  things  which  he  preached  unto  others  ^  God  had  revealed 
unto  him  by  his  Spirit,  that  Spirit  which  searcheth  all  things,  yea 
the  deep  things  of  God,'  1  Cor.  ii.  4,  6,  10,  12,  that  he  had  or 
knew  the  mind  of  Christ,  ver.  16,  that  the  thin^  which  he  writ 
'  were  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,'  1  Cor.  xiv.  37.  He  talks 
of  ^  Christ's  speaking  in  him,'  2  Cor.  xiii.  3«  He  could  not  more 
strongly  assert  his  own  divine  inspiration,  and  the  certainty  and 
divine  authority  of  the  doctrines  he  had  preached,  than  by  declar- 
ing, '  though  an  angel  from  heaven  should  preach  any  other  gospel 
than  that  which  he  had  preached,  let  him  be  accursed,'  Gal.  i.  8, 
9.  And  again,  ver.  11,  12,  'I  certify  you,  brethren,  that  the 
gospel  which  was  preached  of  me  is  not  after  man.  For  I  neither 
received  it  of  man,  neither  was  I  taught  it,  but  by  the  revelation 
of  Jesus  Christ.'  And  he  plainly  supposes  and  asserts  the  divine 
inspiration  of  the  other  apostles  too,  and  their  entire  harmony  in 
the  doctrines  they  preached  in  the  name  of  Christ,  when  he  repre- 
sents Christians  as  '  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and 
prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  comer  stone,'  Eph. 
ii.  20.  And  declares  that  the  mystery  of  God  was  *  revealed  unto 
his  holy  apostles  and  prophets  by  the  Spirit'  Eph.  iii.  5. 

It  is  plain  then  that  the  apostles  aid  profess  to  be  infallibly 
guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  doctrines  they  taught,  and  the 
laws  they  delivered  in  the  name  of  Christ  If  it  be  asked,  which 
this  writer  seems  to  say  is  the  proper  question  in  this  case,  whether 
they  were  not  mistaken  themselves,  or  what  proof  they  gave  to  the 
contrary  ?  see  pp.  93,  94 ;  I  answer  :  that  they  were  not  mistaken 
in  imagining  themsdves  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ghost  is  manifest 
from  the  extraordinary  gifts  and  powers  of  the  Holy  Ghost  con- 
ferred upon  them,  and  discovering  themselves  by  the  most  won- 
derful effects  ;  whereby  it  plainly  appeared,  that  the  promise  Christ 
h^d  made  to  them  of  sending  his  Spirit  to  guide  them  into  all 
truth,  and  to  *  endue  them  with  power  from  on  high,'  that  they 
might  be  his  witnesses  '  unto  the  uttermost  part  of  the^arth,* 
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Acts  i.'8,  was  fully  accomplished.  The  evident  design  of  all  these 
wonderful  gifts  and  powers,  which  showed  they  were  under  an  ex- 
traordinary influence,  and  had  an  extraordinary  assistance,  and  of 
all  the  miracles  they  wrought,  was  to  confirm  the  word  they 
preached,  and  to  engage  mankind  to  receive  what  they  taught  as 
the  authorized  ministers  and  witnesses  of  Jesus  Christ,  commis- 
sioned and  sent  by  him  to  teach  all  nations  in  his  name,  and  for 
that  purpose  furnished  with  those  extraordinary  gifts  and  powers, 
both  to  enable  and  qualify  them  for  the  right  discharge  of  their 
work,  and  to  be  the  proofs  and  credentials  of  their  mission.  Ac- 
cordingly the  apostles  all  along  appealed  to  these  extraordinary 
gifts  and  miraculous  powers,  as  the  great  confirming  evidence  of 
the  divine  authority  of  the  doctrines  they  taught,  and  the  laws 
they  delivered  in  tne  name  of  Christ.  This  is  what  the  apostle 
Peter  insisted  upon  in  his  first  discourse  to  the  Jews  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost,  Acts  ii.  32,  33,  36.  And  what  he  and  the  other  apostles 
appealed  to  before  the  Jewish  council,  Acts  v.  32.  The  apostle 
Paul  ofl;en  refers  to  those  extraordinary  gifts  and  miraculous 
powers  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  a  glorious  confirmation  of  the  gospel 
which  he  preached.*  His  preaching  and  that  of  the  other  apostles 
was  not  *  with  enticing  woras  of  man's  wisdom  :*  the  demonstration 
they  gave  of  what  they  delivered  was  the  *  demonstration  of  the 
Spirit  and  of  power  :*  a  demonstration  of  a  peculiar  kind,  but 
strong  and  powerful  and  convincing,  I  Cor.  ii.  4,  6.  They '  preached 
the  gospel  with  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven,'  1  Pet. 
i.  12.  *  God  bearing  them  witness  with  signs  and  wonders,  and 
divers  miracles,  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  according  to  his  will,' 
Heb.  ii.  2,  3,  4. 

But  though  such  a  mighty  stress  is  laid  upon  this  in  the  New 
Testament,  as  the  great  connrming  evidence  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion, this  writer  would  have  it  all  pass  for  nothing.  It  yields  no 
more  evidence  to  it,  than  if  thei'e  nad  been  no  such  extraordinary 
powers  given  at  all.  This  is  very  strange.  Let  us  consider  the 
reasons  ne  gives  for  it.  It  is  because  *  the  extraordinary  powers 
and  gifts  in  the  apostolic  age  were  never  confined  or  annexed  to 
any  moral  character,  but  the  false  prophets  and  teachers  had  them 
as  well  as  the  true;  and  because  those  extraordinary  gifts  and 
powers  did  not  make  men  either  infallible  or  impeccable,  as  they 
did  not  destroy  natural  liberty  or  free  agency,  but  they  who  were 
endued  with  them  might  make  either  a  good  or  bad  use  of  them, 
as  much  as  of  any  natural  faculties  or  talents.'  See  Pref.  p.  9. 
And  again  he  observes,  that  they  who  in  apostolical  times  had 
those  extraordinary  gifts  and  powers,  were  left  at  liberty  to  exer- 
cise them  upon  the  common  principles  of  reason  and  human  pru- 
dence. And  from  hence  we  find  that  some  made  a  right  use  of 
them  for  edification ;  and  others  employed  them  only  to  serve  the 
purposes  of  emulation  and  strife,  which  introduced  great  confti- 
sions  and  disorders  among  them.     And  this  is  an  evident  proof 

•  Rom.  i.  11 1  XV.  18,  19  i  1  Cor.  i.  6, 7  ;  1  Thets.  i.  5 ;  Ga!.  iii.  2,  5. 
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that  the  persons  vested  with  such  extraordinary  gifts  and  powers 
were  neither  infallible  nor  impeccable,  that  is,  they  were  not  hereby 
made  incapable  either  of  deceiving  others,  or  of  being  deceived 
themselves.  And  then  he  repeats  what  he  had  observed  before, 
that  false  prophets,  and  the  most  wicked  seducers  mig;ht  and  did 
work  miracles,  which  they  could  not. have  done,  had  miracles  been 
any  evidence  or  proof  of  truth  and  sound  doctrine,'  pp.  80,  81. 

As  the  main  foundation  of  all  he  here  offers  lies  in  supposing  it 
as  a  thing  not  to  be  contested,  that  all  those  extraordmary  gifts 
or  powers,  when  once  given,  were  as  much  in  men's  own  power 
as  any  of  their  natural  faculties  or  talents,  and  might  be  equallv 
made  use  of  to  promote  and  propagate  truth  and  falsehood,  I  shall 
distinctly  examine  this  supposition  with,  regard  to  the  principal  of 
those  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  were  poured  forth 
in  the  apostolical  age. 

The  only  extraordinary  gift  concerning  which  there  is  any  just 

Eretence  of  making  that  supposition  is  that  of  tongues.  Those  that 
ad  this  gift  probably  had  as  much  command  of  that  language  or 
languages  which  they  had  once  communicated  to  them  by  the  im- 
mediate operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as  any  man  hath  of  any  lan- 
guage that  he  hath  learned  or  acquired  in  the  common  way.  It 
seems  to  have  been  in  the  nature  of  a  permanent  habit  to  be  used 
according  to  their  discretion,  and  accordingly  some  in  the  church 
of  Corinth  used  it  unseasonably,  and  are  reproved  for  it  by  the 
apostle  Paul,  who  gives  directions  for  a  proper  and  seasonable  use 
of  it  to  edification.  But  then  it  must  be  considered  that  it  was 
only  the  first  conferring  of  the  gift  of  tongues  on  any  person  or  per* 
sons  that  was  properly  miraculous ;  the  consequent  use  of  it  was 
not  so,  and  was  not  immediately  and  properly  designed  so  much  to 
confirm  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  they  delivered,  as  to  enable  them 
to  communicate  that  doctrine  to  others,  which  was  confirmed  by 
other  miracles.  The  gift  of  tongues  conferred  upon  the  apostles 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost  was  signally  miraculous.  That  plain,  simple, 
and  unlearned  persons  should  be  enabled  at  once  without  any  pre- 
vious instruction  to  speak  with  divers  kinds  of  tongues  which  tney 
had  never  known  before,  and  which  tongues  they  continued  to  use 
always  afterwards :  this  was  evidently  supernatural.  No  force  or 
power  of  a  man's  own  enthusiastic  imagination  could  ever  produce 
such  an  effect.  For  who  will  pretend  to  say,  that  a  man  can  speak 
any  language  that  he  pleases  by  only  strongly  imagining  that  he 
can  speak  it,  though  he  never  heard  it  before  ?  And  as  the  force 
of  a  man's  own  imagination  could  never  effect  this,  so  neither  could 
the  power  or  skill  of  any  other  man,  or  of  all  the  men  upon  earth, 
enable  him  in  a  moment,  without  preparation,  or  previous  instruc- 
tion to  understand  and  speak  several  languages,  to  which  he  was 
before  an  entire  stranger.  Such  an  immediate  and  wonderful 
operation  upon  the  human  mind,  in  impressing  so  many  thousand 
new  ideas  at  once  upon  it,  is  evidently  supernatural,  and  seems  pe- 
culiar to  the  author  of  our  beings,  wnose  inspiration  hath  given  us 
understanding.    This  therefore  was  a  most  illustrious  confirming 
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evidence  of  the  truth  of  Christ's  divine  mission^  in  whose  name 
it  was  conferred;  and  vras  a  proof  of  the  accomplishment 
of  the  promise  he  had-  made  to  his  apostles  that  he  would  send 
his  Spirit  upon  them ;  and  of  the  truth  of  the  divine  commis^ 
sion  he  gave  them^  to  go  [teach  all  nations,  for  which  work  they 
were  hereby  signally  Qualified.  But  their  using  any  of  those  lan«- 
^a^es  afterwards  in  me  nations  to  which  they  were  sent  could  not 
be  alone  a  proof  or  miracle  to  those  nations,  because  they  did  not 
know  but  m&y  might  have  learned  those  languages  in  the  ordinary 
way.  But  the  proper  use  of  those  languages  was  to  enable  them 
to  preach  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  to  those  nations  to  whom  they  were 
sent,  and  by  the  other  miracles  they  wrought  they  ^  confirmed  the 
word  with  signs  following/  In  like  manner^  when  any  particular 
person  or  persons  on  their  being  baptized  into  the  faith  of  Jesus 
Christy  ana  laying  on  of  the  apostle's  hands,  which  was  the  ordi* 
nary  way  by  whicn  the  gifts  of  tne  Holy  Ghost  were  communicated, 
received  the  gift  of  tongues,  it  was  at  that  time  a  most  illustrious 
miracle,  and  both  to  themselves  who  received  this  ^ft,  and  to 
others  who  observed  it,  and  knew  they  could  not  speak  those  Ian- 
miages  before,  it  was  a  glorious  confirmation  of  the  doctrine  of 
Jesus  taught  by  the  apostles,  into  which  they  were  baptized.  And 
if  we  should  suppose  a  person  that  had  thus  received  the  gift  of 
tongues  afterwards  to  apostatize  fi*om  the  doctrine  of  the  apostles 
in  which  he  had  been  instructed »  and  to  become  a  false  teacher, 
his  making  an  ill  use  of  that  gift,  supposing  it  to  continue  with 
him,*  would  not  render  it  the  less  certain,  that  in  its  original  dona^ 
tion,  it  was  a  glorious  attestation  to  the  truth  of  Christianity,  and 
of  the  apostolical  doctrine  in  the  confirmation  of  which  it  was  given. 
And  instead  of  being  an  argument  in  favour  of  such  seducers  as 
should  abuse  the  gift  contrary  to  the  doctrine  they  had  received,  it 
mi^ht  be  improved  against  them,  to  show  that  the  doctrine  from 
which  they  had  swerved  was  true.  It  might  be  ui^ed  against 
them,  that  they  themselves  had  received  that  gift  they  boasted  of 
only  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  upon  their  believing  and  em* 
bracing  the  doctrine  of  the  apostles ;  and  that  still  none  could  re- 
ceive tnose  gifts  in  any  other  way  :  and  they  might  be  challenged 
to  communicate  that  gift  to  others  by  the  laying  on  of  their  hands  in 
confirmation  of  their  new  scheme  of  doctrine,  as  it  had  been  com* 
municated  to  them  in  confirmation  of  the  apostolic  doctrine  which 
they  had  received  along  with  that  gift,  and  in  which  therefore  they 
ought  to  have  continued. 

1  have  been  the  more  particular  in  considering  the  gift  of  tongues, 
because  if  the  supposition  the  author  makes  concerning  the  extra- 
ordinary gifts  in  the  apostolic  a^e,  that  men  might  make  a  good  or 
bad  use  of  them  as  much  as  or  any  of  their  natural  faculties  and 
talentS)  if  this  supposition  holds  good  concerning  any  of  those  gifts, 

*  I  am  wiUi^g  to  make  tbis  concision,  though  the  instances  of  the  abuse  of  the  fift 
•f  tonguee  mentioned  by  the  apostle  Panl,  t  Cor.  xiv.  do  not  at  all  relate  to  the  abasing 
it  for  prppfgating  false  doctrine,  bnt  to  an  uwia  it  iin8ea$onab]j»  and  with  ostentattoii, 
and  not  in  so  orderly  and  edifying  a  manner  as  they  ought  to  have  donc^  i 
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it  must  1>e  the  gift  of  tongues ;  and  yet  even  in  this  instance  it  will 
by  no  means  answer  the  end  he  proposes  by.it,  which  is  to  diow 
that  this  gift  could  yield  no  attestation  at  all  to  the  truth  of  Christ 
tianity. 

The  word  of  wisdom,  and  the  word  of  knowledge,  are  mentioned 
by  the  apostle  Paul,  among  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  1  Cor.  xii.  And  as  it  is  probable  that  the  persons  that  had 
those  gifts  had  their  minds  extraordinarily  enlightened  in  the 
knowl^ge  of  spiritual  and  divine  things,  and  the  great  important 
doctrines  and  mysteries  of  the  gospel ;  so  it  may  well  be  supposed 
that  that  knowledge  once  communicated  to  the  mind  by  the  illu-r 
mination  of  the  Spirit  continued  there  in  the  nature  of  a  perma- 
nent light  and  haoit :  and  those  that  had  this  knowledge  might 
conmiunicate  it  to  others  by  speaking  or  writing  as  other  know* 
ledge  is  communicated.  But  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  this  gift 
was  one  of  those  that  were  capable  of  being  abused  to  propagate 
error  and  falsehood.  It  is  a  contradiction  to  suppose  that  any  per* 
son  should  by  the  exercise  of  this  gift  of  divine  wisdom  and  know* 
ledee,  that  is,  by  the  very  actual  exercise  of  the  knowledge  of 
trutn,  and  by  declaring  and  imparting  to  others  the  knowledge  he 
himself  had  of  the  truUi,  promote  and  propagate  fiEilse  doctrine  and 
error. 

The  same  observation  holds  with  regard  to  the  gift  of  prophesy- 
ing, taken  in  the  sense  in  which  the  apostle  seems  to  understand 
it,  1  Cor.  xiv.  for  an  extraordinary  gift  of  teaching  and  exhorting 
in  the  public  assemblies  for  edification  and  instruction  in  doctrine 
and  practice.  It  is  probable  there  was  an  abiding  habit  or  ability 
this  way  communicated  to  those  persons  that  had  this  gift,  by 
virtue  of  which  they  were  qualified  and  enabled  to  teach  and  ex* 
hort  the  people,  firesides  which,  it  may  be  concluded  from  the  ac^ 
count  the  apostles  give  us,  that  these  persons  were  often  under  an 
immediate  afflatus  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  actual  exercise  of  that 
gift  in  the  public  assemblies ;  though  it  did  not  hurry  them  on  by 
an  irresistible  impulse,  but  left  room  for  a  prudential  management. 
They  had  it  in  their  power  to  exercise  it  in  such  a  way  and  manner 
as  might  be  most  for  edification,  and  most  agreeable  to  decency 
tind  order.  But  if  they  exercised  this  gift  at  all,  if  they  either 
taught  and  exhorted  by  virtue  of  the  habitual  knowledge  and  wis- 
dom, which  was  at  first  communicated  to  them  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  according  to  the  ability  then  given  them,  or  according 
to  the  immediate  afflatus  and  actual  inspiration  communicated  to 
them  occasionally  afterwards;  this  ^ft  in  either  case,  if  really 
used  at  all,  was  only  capable  of  serving  the  cause  of  truth.  If  a 
man,  pretending  to  the  gift  of  prophesying,  taught  errors  and  false 
doctrines,  it  could  not  be  by  the  real  exercise  of  the  gift  of  prophe*- 
sying  which  he  received  firom  the  Holy  Ghost,  but  by  falsely  pre*- 
tending  to  it  when  he  had  it  not.  In  which  case  it  could  not  be 
said,  that  it  was  owing  to  his  making  an  ill  use  of  the  gift  which 
he  really  had,  as  persons  may  make  an  ill  use  of  their 'natural  fa«- 
culties  and  talents  which  they  have,  which  is  the  author's  suppo- 
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Bition  ;  bat  only  that  he  pretended  to  that  extraordinary  gift  when 
he  really  had  it  not  And  against  such  false  pretenders  also  the 
divine  wisdom  and  goodness  had  provided  a  remedy  by  another 
gift  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  which  was  communicated  in  the 
first  age  of  Christianity,  viz.  that  of  discerning  of  spirits,  whereby 
persons  were  enabled  to  discern  between  false  teachers  and  the 
true,  and  between  falsely  pretended  inspirations,  and  true  inspira- 
tions of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  any  man  that  had  this  gift  conferred 
upon  him,  if  he  really  exercised  it  at  all,  must  exercise  it  in  detecting 
falsehood,  and  false  teachers,  because  this  was  essentially  included 
in  the  very  nature  of  \U 

Another  gift  or  [>ower  which  attended  the  first  preachers  of 
Christianity,  and  which  was  more  peculiarly  intended  for  a  confir- 
mation of  the  doctrines  they  delivered,  was  the  power  of  working 
miracles;  that  is,  doing  wonderful  works  far  transcending  all  hu- 
man power,  of  which  we  have  several  remarkable  instances  recorded 
in  the  Acts  of  the  apostles.  But  this  was  not  properly  a  perma- 
nent, constant  habit  to  be  exercised  like  natural  faculties  and  taknts, 
as  this  writer  supposes,  merely  according  to  the  pleasure  or  choice 
of  the  person  by  whom  those  miracles  were  wrought.  They  could 
only  do  those  miracles  when  and  upon  what  occasions  it  seemed 
fit  to  the  Holy  Ghost  that  they  should  do  them :  in  which  case 
they  felt  an  extiaordinary  impulse,  which  is  usually  called  the  faith 
of  miracles,  which  was  a  kind  of  direction  to  them  when  to  work 
those  miracles,  and  whereby  they  knew  and  were  persuaded  that 
God  would  enable  them  to  do  them.  Thus  e.  g.  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  those  that  had  the  gift  of  healing,  nor  even  of  the  apostles 
themselves,  who  had  these  gifts  in  a  far  greater  measure  and  de- 
gree than  any  others,  to  heal  the  sick  as  often  as  and  whenso- 
ever they  pleased.  For  then  they  would  scarce  have  sufiered  any 
of  their  own  intimate  friends  to  have  died.  But  it  was  when  God 
saw  it  fit  that  this  gifl  should  be  exercised ;  which  was  usually 
ordered  then  when  it  served  best  to  the  propagation  and  confirm- 
ation of  the  gospel.  So  Paul  left  Tropnimus  at  Miletum  sick, 
whom  no  doubt  he  would  gladly  have  healed  and  restored  at  once, 
if  it  had  been  left  merely  to  his  own  choice,  to  have  exercised  his 
gift  of  healing  as  he  pleased.  And  he  speaks  of  Epaphroditus's 
sickness  in  such  a  manner  as  shows  that  it  did  not  depend  upon 
him  to  recover  him  when  he  would,  Phil.  ii.  27.  And  yet  we  nnd 
at  another  time,  the  same  apostle,  when  he  was  at  Ephesus  preach- 
ing the  word  of  the  Lord  Jesus  to  those  that  dwelt  in  Asia,  both 
Jews  and  Greeks,  and  when  the  Jews  contradicted  and  opposed 
this  doctrine,  wrought  the  most  astonishing  miracles  in  connrma- 
tion  of  it.  We  are  told,  that  at  that  time,  and  for  such  valuable 
ends,  Gkxl  ordered  it  so,  that  St.  Paul  fully  exercised  his  miracu- 
lous powers.  The  sacred  historian  observes,  that  God  *  wrought 
special  miracles  by  the  hands  of  Paul.'  The  manner  of  expressioa 
is  remarkable,  and  shows  that  the  miracles  were  God's  own  work, 
only  done  by  St.  Paul  as  the  instrument,  *  so  that  from  hb  body 
were  brought  unto  the  sick  handkerchiefs  or  aprons,  and  thedis- 
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eases  departed  from  them,  and  the  evil  spirits  went  out  of  them/ 
Acts  xix.  ll>  12.  Sometimes  the  apostles  raised  the  dead:  as 
Peter  raised  Tabitha  or  Dorcas,  and  Paul  raised  Eutychus.  But 
it  cannot  be  supposed,  that  they  could  exercise  that  power  as  often 
as  they  themselves  pleased,  and  that  it  depended  merely  on  their 
own  will  and  choice ;  but  it  was  exercised  upon  extraordinary  occa- 
sions, when  it  seemed  fit  to  the  divine  wisdom  that  it  should  be  so, 
who  in  that  case  directed  them  to  it  by  a  special  impulse  upon  their 
minds* 

Thus  also  with  re^rd  to  the  gift  of  prophecy,  if  it  be  taken  in 
the  strictest  sense,  K)r  foretelling  things  to  come,  which  was  one 
thing  promised  by  our  Saviour  to  his  apostles,  John  xvi.  13,  and 
of  which  we  have  an  instance  in  Agabus  who  is  called  a  prophet, 
Acts  xi.  28  ;  tlxu  10  :  this  was  not  like  natural  faculties,  or  acquired 
abilities  to  be  exercised  at  their  own  pleasure.  It  did  not  depend 
merely  upon  their  own  will  and  choice,  when  they  were  to  foretel 
things  to  come,  or  what  future  things  they  were  to  foretel.  Thi& 
depended  wholly  on  the  will  of  the  Holy  Ghost  by  whom  they 
were  inspired.  And  they  could  then  only  exercise  this  gift,  when 
it  seemed  fit  to  God  for  wise  purposes  that  they  should  exercise  it. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  extraordinary  power  they  had  in 
some  instances  of  discerning  the  secrets  of  the  heart,  and  the 
workings  of  men's  spirits,  and  what  passed  inwardly  in  their 
minds,  see  Acts  v.  3,  4 ;  xiv.  9  ;  1  Cor.  xiv.  25. 

With  regard  to  these  and  other  extraordinary  gifts  and  powers 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  is  evident,  that  they  were  not,  as  this  writer 
supposes,  left  merely  to  men's  own  direction  and  management,  to 
be  employed  to  whatever  purposes  they  thought  fit,  whether  good 
or  bad,  like  their  natural  faculties  and  talents.  But  they  were  em- 
powered to  exercise  those  gifts,  whenever  it  seemed  fit  to  God  they 
should  exercise  them  for  some  valuable  ends,  for  doing  good,  or 
for  the  confirmation  of  the  gospel.*     If  therefore  we  should  sup- 

*  CoDcerniog^  these  extraordinary  gifU  of  the  Holy  Ghost  poured  forth  in  the  first 
age  of  Christianity,  I  would  observe,  1.  That  they  were  very  Tarious,  both  in  their  kind 
and  degree,  and  were  distributed,  not  according  to  the  will  of  man,  but  with  great  variety 
in  such  proportions,  and  to  such  persons,  as  to  the  Holy  Ghost  seemed  meet,  who  as  the 
apostle  tells  us,  *  distributed  to  every  man  sevf-rally  according  to  his  will,'  I  Cor.  xii. 
11.  And  it  seems  to  appear  from  the  account  he  gives  us,  that  the  same  person  was  not 
usually  partaker  of  several  of  these  extraordinary  gifts  together,  but  some  of  these  gifts 
were  given  to  one,  and  some  to  another,  see  1  Cor.  xii.  8,  9,  10 ;  Rom.  xii.  6,  7, 8,  ex* 
Cept  where  persons  were  designed  for  very  eminent  service  in  the  church ;  especially  the 
apostles,  who  had  all  these  gifts  in  ooojimction.  2.  The  general  design  for  which  they 
were  all  given  was  not  for  ostentation,  but  for  edification  and  use.  1  oe  '  manifestation 
of  the  Spirit  is  ^ven  to  every  man  to  profit  withal/  that  is,  to  render  him  useful  to 
others,  1  Cor.  xii.  7.  Hence  the  gift  of  tongues  was  usually  joiued  with  that  of  prophe- 
sying, that  the  one  might  render  the  other  more  useful.  Acts  ii.  11 ;  x.  46 ;  xix.  6.  3. 
All  these  operations  are  ascribed  to  God.  *  There  are  diversities  of  operations,  but  it  is 
the  same  God  that  worketh  all  in  all,'  1  Cor.  xii.  6.  4.  As  the  communicating  those 
gifts  at  firat,  so  the  continuing  of  them  to  those  persons  that  had  received  them,  de- 
pended on  the  wise  and  good  pleasure  of  God.  So  that  it  doth  not  follow  that  when 
men  once  had  those  extraordinary  powers,  they  were  always  to  Iiave  them,  let  them  use 
them  to  what  purposes  they  would.  It  was  still  in  the  power  of  him  that  gave  them  to 
continue  or  increase  them,  or  to  withdraw  them  from  those  that  should  endeavour  to 
abuse  them  to  the  subversion  of  the  gospel  they  were  designed  to  promote.    An4s6ve«    , 
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pose  that  some  who  had  once  received  some  of  the  extraordinary 

Sifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  should  afterwards  apostatise  from  the  true 
octrine  of  the  gospel  which  they  had  received,  and  should  prove 
bad  men  and  wicked  seducers,  it  would  not  follow,  that  because 
they  had  those  gifts  once,  and  when  they  preached  the  truth,  ex- 
ercised  them  in  confirmation  of  it,  therefore  it  was  in  their  power 
to  exercise  those  gifts  and  miraculous  powers  afterwards  in  confirm* 
ation  of  error  and  falsehood.  For  since  the  exercise  of  those 
powers,  particularly  that  of  working  miracles,  depended  not  merely 
on  themselves,  ana  on  their  own  pleasure,  but  on  the  peculiar  im- 
pulse and  operation  of  the  Spirit,  then  on  supposition  that  they 
intended  to  work  a  miracle  for  the  confirmation  of  any  doctrine  op- 
posite to  Christianity,  we  may  be  sure  that  the  Spirit  would  not 
give  them  his  assistance  to  confirm  a  falsehood*  Nor  can  this 
writer  prove  what  he  confidently  asserts  and  takes  for  granted,  that 
any  false  teachers  in  that  age  did,  by  virtue  of  any  extraordinary 
gifts  or  powei*s  of  the  Holy  Ghost  communicated  to  them,  work 
miracles  to  confirm  the  false  doctrines  they  preached.  Our  Saviour 
indeed  makes  a  supposition.  Matt  vii.  21,  22,  23,  of  persons  'pro- 
phesying and  doing  many  wonderful  works  in  his  name,*  who  yet 
should  be  rejected  by  him  at  the  last  day  as  evil  doers.  But  this 
is  a  very  different  case  from  that  which  the  author  puts*  For  our 
Saviour  doth  not  there  speak  of  false  teachers  working  miracles  in 
confirmation  of  a  falsehood,  but  of  persons  that  preacned  the  true 
doctrine  of  Christ,  and  wrought  miracles  in  confirmation  of  it,  and 
were  ready  to  plead  this  as  a  kind  of  merit,  as  if  it  was  sufficient 
to  entitle  them  to  heaven,  though  they  did  not  apply  themselves 
to  the  practice  of  real  godliness  and  virtue.  This  is  the  case  our 
Saviour  supposes,  and  it  furnisheth  us  with  this  important  lesson, 
that  no  external  privileges  or  attainments,  how  splendid  soever, 
and  no  knowledge  of  the  doctrine  of  the  gospel,  though  accompa- 
nied with  the  most  extraordinary  gifts,  will  recommend  a  man  to 
the  favour  of  God,  or  entitle  him  to  that  future  blessedness,  with- 
out real  holiness  of  heart  and  life.  And  it  is  a  supposition  that 
may  be  made,  that  persons  might  have  their  minds  extraordinarily 
enhghtened  in  the  knowledge  of  Christianity,  and  be  inwardly  con- 
vinced of  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  of  Jesus,  and 
preach  that  truth  to  others,  and  yet  through  the  prevalency  of 
some  corrupt  appetite,  it  might  not  have  its  proper  sanctifying  in« 
fluence  upon  their  own  hearts  and  lives.  In  which  case  their  being 
enabled  to  work  miracles  in  confirmation  of  the  doctrine  they 
taught,  might  be  a  proof  to  others  of  the  truth  of  that  doctrine, 
though  it  was  not  a  security  to  themselves  concerning  their  own 
salvation,  which  depended  entirely  upon  their  own  personal  obedi- 
ence and  holiness. 

ral  passages  of  Scripture  plain)  j  intimate  that  the  Spirit  in  his  eztraordiiiary  gifts  as  well 
as  in  his  more  ordmary  gracious  operations,  might  be  quenched  and  proroked  to  witfa<* 
draw :  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  persons  bj  making  a  right  use  of  thdse  gifts  they  had,  and 
applying  to  God  by  prayer  with  faith  and  humility,  might  obtain  farther  degrees  of  them^ 
and  excel  in  them  more  and  more.  See  1  Cor.  xii.  31  •,  lir.l  ;  1  Thess.  r.  19 ;  1  Tim. 
i^.  14  >  2  Tim.  i.  6.  C^  r^r^n]o 
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'  With  regard  to  the  false  apostles  and  judaising  teachers  Tvho 
opposed  St  Paul,  and  taught  the  absolute  necessity  of  circumcision, 
and  the  observation  of  the  Mosaical  rites  in  order  to  men's  being 
justified  and  saved ;  it  cannot  be  proved  that  any  of  them  wrought 
miracles  in  confirmation  of  that  doctrine.  The  contrary  seems  {)lain 
from  that  Question  the  apostle  proposeth  to  the  Galatians.  *  Re- 
ceived ye  the  spirit  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  hearing  of 
faith  ?  He  that  ministereth  the  spirit  to  you,  and  worketh  miracles 
amongst  you,  doth  he  it  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  hearing 
of  faifli  ?  *  Gal.  iii.  2,  5.  Would  he  have  said  this  if  miracles  had 
been  wrought,  and  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  communicated  in  confir* 
mation  of  the  doctrine  he  was  opposing  ?  He  appeals  to  them-* 
selves  as  in  a  matter  of  fact  that  could  not  be  contested,  that  mi-* 
racles  were  only  wrought,  and  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit 
communicated  in  attestation  of  that  true  doctrine  of  the  Gospel 
which  he  had  preached,  and  not  of  that  other  Gospel,  as  he  calleth 
it,  which  the  false  teachers  would  have  imposed  upon  them.  And 
accordingly  in  all  the  accounts  that  are  given  in  the  New  Testament, 
and  particularly  in  the  writings  of  the  apostle  Paul,  concerning  the 
&lse  teachers  and  seducers  in  the  apostolical  age,  it  is  never  so 
much  as  once  intimated,  that  they  exercised  the  extraordinary  gifts 
and  powers  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  particularly  that  of  working  miracles 
in  confirmation  of  their  scheme  of  error  and  felse  doctrine*  He  re- 
presents them  as  persons  of  great  canning,  '  who  by  good  words 
and  fair  speeches  deceived  the  hearts  of  the  simple,'  Rom.  xvi.  8  : 
as  great  pretenders  to  *  excellency  of  speech  and  wisdom '  and  ma- 
king an  ostentation  of  learning  and  philosophy,  in  opposition  to 
whom  he  declareth  concerning  himselt,  that  his  *  preaching  was  not 
with  enticing  words  of  man's  wisdom,  but  in  demonstration  of  the 
spirit  and  of  power, '  that  is,  it  was  accompanied  with  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  which  theirs  was  not.  1  Cor.  xi.  1,  4,  5  ;  see  also  1 
Cor*  iv.  19,  20.  He  represents  his  opposers  as  'commending  them- 
selves,' but  himself  as  one  whom  '  the  Lord  commended  : '  that  is, 
by  his  gifts  and  graces  vouchsafed  to  him,  and  the  power  attending 
on  his  ministry.  They  *  gloried  after  the  flesh, '  they  boasted  that 
they  were  Hebrews,  and  called  themselves  apostles,  Sec.  2  Cor.  xi. 
18,  22,  23.  Phil  iii.  4,  6,  6 :,  but  as  to  himself  he  declares,  that 
'  truly  the  signs  of  an  apostle  were  wrought  by  him  in  all  patience^ 
in  signs,  and  wonders,  and  mighty  deeds.*  2  Cor.  xii.  12.  So  else- 
where he  represents  those  false  teachei*s  as  endeavouring  to '  beguile 
men  with  enticing  words,  and  to  spoil  them  through  philosophy 
and  vain  deceit,  through  the  traditions  of  men ;  and  making  a  show 
of  wisdom,  in  will  worship,  and  humility.'  Col.  ii.  4,  8,  18,  28.  And 
in  his  epistles  to  Timothy  and  Titus,  where  he  particularly  describes 
them,  they  are  represented  as  '  giving  heed  to  Jewish  fables,  and 
given  to  vain  babblings  and  oppositions  of  science  falsely  so  called^' 
!But  there  is  not  one  word  in  all  that  he  saith  concerning  them  of 
their  working  miracles,  or  abusing  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  to  confirm  their  false  doctrines.  The  same  observation 
may  be  made  on  the  account  the  apostle  Peter  gives  of  |' 
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teachers  mentioned  in  his  second  episUe,  whom  he  represents '  as 
'  through  covetousness  with  feigned  words,  making  merchandise  of 
men,  and  speaking  great  sweUing  words  of  vanity ;  and  alluring 
men  through  the  lusts  of  the  flesh,  and  through  much  wantonness, 
and  by  promising  them  liberty.'  And  Jude  gives  pretty  much  the 
same  description  of  them  :  and  among  other  characters  represents 
them  as  •  sensual,  having^ not  the  Spirit/  '  ver.  19,  i.  e.  they  were 
destitute  of  the  Spirit  of  God  both  in  his  graces  and  in  his  extra- 
ordinary gifts.  Tnis  author  therefore  has  no  reason  for  asserting 
with  so  much  confidence  as  he  does,  that  the  '  false  prophets  and 
teachers  had  the  extraordinary  gifts  and  powers  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
in  the  apostolic  age  as  well  as  the  true,'  pref.  p.  9.  which  he  there 
lays  down  as  a  principle  capable  of  being  maintained  against  all 
opposers. 

I  think  the  observations  that  have  been  made,  destroy  the  force 
of  all  that  he  advances  to  show  that  no  argument  can  be  brought 
to  establish  the  truth  and  divine  authority  of  the  Gospel  revelation 
from  the  extraordinary  gifts  and  miraculous  powers  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  the  apostolic  age.  Those  gifts  and  powers  were  evidently 
supernatural,  above  all  the  art  or  power  of  any  man,  or  of  all  the 
men  upon  earth,  and  showed  a  very  extraordinary  interposition. 
And  as  it  was  only  in  the  name  of  a  crucified  and  risen  Jesus,  and 
upon  their  professing  their  faith  in  him,  and  becoming  his  disciples, 
that  any  received  those  gifts  and  powers,  so  the  imparting  tAoae 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  as  thus  circumstanced,  was  an  illustrious 
confirmation  of  the  Christian  faith  and  doctrine  published  to  the 
world  by  the  apostles  of  our  Lord.  For  it  must  be  considered  that 
it  was  by  the  ^  laying  on  of  the  hands '  of  the  apostles,  that  the 
Holy  Ghost  was  ordinarily  communicated.  See  Acts  viii.  14 — 18. 
xix.  6.  Rom.  i.  11.  And  where  it  was  given  immediately  from  hea- 
ven without  the  layine  on  of  the  aposties's  hands,  as  in  the  case  of 
Cornelius,  and  those  that  were  with  him :  Acts  x.  44 ;  yet  still  it 
was  in  confirmation  of  the  doctrine  taught  by  the  apostles.  As 
they  were  properly  sneaking  immediately  commissioned  by  Christ 
himself  to  be  the  autnorized  publishers  of  his  doctrines  and  laws  to 
the  world,  so  they  were  eminently  distinguished  above  all  other 
teachers  in  that  age,  and  had  an  authority  which  no  other  teachers 
had  ;  and  that  not  only  because  they  had  those  extraordinary  gifts 
of  the  Spirit  of  which  others  also  were  made  partakers,  in  a  far 
greater  abundance,  and  in  a  more  excellent  measure  and  degree, 
see  1  Cor.  xiv.  18.  2  Cor.  xii.  12.  But  they  were  invested  with 
some  extraordinaiy  powers  of  a  peculiar  kind  which  no  other  per- 
sons  had,  and  which  were  especially  designed  to  confirm  their  di- 
vine mission  and  authority,  and  to  engage  men  to  pay  an  entire 
submission  and  regard  to  what  they  delivered  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
Such  was  the  power  already  mentioned  of  communicating  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  his  extraordinary  gifts  by  the  laying  on  of  their  hands. 
What  could  have  a  greater  tendency  to  convince  the  world  that 
God  had  sent  them,  and  that  the  doctrine  which  they  published  in 
the  name  of  Christ  wi^  true  and  of  divine  originaJ,  than  ahi^i  ihat 
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after  havinff  instructed  persons  in  the  Christian  faith,  they  could  by 
laying  on  of  their  hands  upon  them  in  bis  name,  communicate  some 
or  other  of  those  extraordinary  gifts  and  powers  in  such  measures 
and  degrees  as  seemed  fit  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  distributed  them 
according  to  his  will,  in  testimony  of  the  truth  and  divinity  of  the 
doctrine  they  had  taught  them.  And  a  most  illustrious  testimony 
it  was,  and  which  none  of  the  false  apostles  or  teachers  of  that  age 
ever  did  or  ever  could  give  in  confirmation  of  their  doctrines.  We 
may  also  reckon  among  the  extraordinary  powers  peculiar  to  the 
fipostles,  and  which  ^ve  them  a  great  superionty  above  false 
teachers,  the  power  of  mflicting  bodily  punishments  in  some  extra- 
ordinary cases,  such  was  the  striking  Elvmas  the  sorcerer  with 
blindness.  Acts  xiii.  8 — 12.  And  some  such  thin^  is  probably  in- 
tended by  that '  delivering  unto  Satan  for  the  destruction  of  the 
flesh,  that  the  spirit  might  be  saved  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus,* 
which  the  apostle  spea&  of  as  a  power  committed  unto  him  by  the 
Lord  Jesus,  1  Cor.  v.  4,  5.  see  also  1  Tim.  i.  19,  20.  which  seems 
to  relate,  as  the  ancients  explain  it,  to  some  pain,  or  disease,  or 
grievous  correction  inflicted  on  the  flesh  or  body,  by  the  sharpness 
of  which  the  guilty  person  might  be  awakened  to  a  sense  of  his  sin, 
and  brought  to  a  true  repentance  for  it.  And  perhaps  something  of 
this  kind  is  what  the  apostle  means,  when  he  threatens,  those  amongst 
the  Corinthians  that  had  not  repented  of  the  great  sins  they  had 
committed,  but  still  persisted  in  them,  and  in  an  opposition  to  his 
authority,  that  if  he  came  again  he  '  v^ould  not  spare ;  *  and  speaks 
of  his  '  using  sharpness  according  to  the  power  which  the  Lord  had 
^ven  him  for  edification  and  not  for  destruction, '  and  of  his '  having 
in  a  readiness  to  revenge  all  disobedience,  *  see  2  Cor.  x.  6.  xii.  20, 
21.  xiii.  2, 3,  10.  Though  he  there  intimates  that  he  was  loth  to 
use  this  power  without  necessity,  and  that  he  '  could  not  do  any 
thing,'  he  could  not  use  this  power  he  spoke  of '  against  the  truth, 
but  for  the  truth,'  vers.  7,  8.  This  power,  like  that  of  miracles,  was 
not  to  be  exercised  by  the  apostles  whenever  they  themselves  pleased, 
and  merely  to  gratify  their  own  private  passions,  but  was  exercised 
by  the  extraordinary  impulse  and  direction  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  when?^ 
ever  it  seemed  fit  to  God  that  it  should  be  exercised  to  his  glory, 
and  for  promoting  the  interests  of  important  truth  and  real  religion 
and  godliness. 

This  also  seems  to  have  been  the  proper  design  of  that  remarkable 
judgment  that  was  inflicted  upon  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  who  both 
fell  down  dead  by  an  immediate  stroke  from  heaven  at  the  rebuke 
of  the  apostle  Peter  for  '  lying  to  the  Holy  Ghost '  This  was 
wisely  oraered  in  the  beginning  of  the  Gospel  dispensation,  to  pro- 
cure a  greater  regard  to  the  apostles  who  were  mean  in  their  out- 
ward appearance.  Their  being  thus  enabled  to  know  the  secrets  of 
the  heart,  and  the  signal  punishment  that  was  inflicted  on  those 
that  had  formed  a  design  to  impose  upon  them,  was  a  remarkable 
proof  that  they  were  indeed  guided  by  Hhe  Spirit  that  searcheth  all 
things,*  and  tended  to  give  a  greater  weight  to  the  testimony  they 
gave,  and  the  doctrine  they  taught  in  the  name  of  Christ,    'f^^ J^QJp 
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appears  that  aa  it  was  of  great  importance  to  establish  the  credit 
and  authority  of  the  apostles,  who  were  the  principal  appointed 
witnesses  of  Christy  and  the  authorised  publishers  of  his  doctrine 
to  the  world,  so  it  pleased  God  in  his  great  wisdom  and  goodness 
to  take  care  of  this  many  ways.  And  to  suppose  that  he  would  do 
all  this,  and  interpose  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner,  and  by  such 
wonderful  gifts  and  powers  to  confirm  their  authority,  and  to  bear 
witness  to  the  doctrine  and  religion  they  taught,  and  yet  not  guide 
and  assist  them  in  delivering  that  doctrine  and  reli^on,  so  as  to 
preserve  them  from  error  in  teaching  and  publishing  it  to  the  world, 
ts  absurd,  and  too  inconsistent  a  conduct  to  be  attributed  to  the  wise 
and  good  God.  Accordingly  the  Christians  in  general  paid  a  pecu- 
liar regard  both  in  that  firat  age,  and  ever  since,  to  the  apostles  of 
our  Lord ;  their  continuing  in  the  Christian  faith  is  expressed  by 
their  ^  continuing  in  the  apostles'  doctrine,*  Acts  ii.  42 :  and  believers 
are  represented  as  *  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and 
prophets,'  Eph.  ii.  20.  And  God  hath  so  ordered  it,  that  the  laws 
and  doctrines  they  delivered  and  published  in  the  name  of  Christ, 
and  which  were  confirmed  by  such  glorious  attestations  were  com- 
mitted by  themselves  to  writing  for  the  lasting  use  and  instruction 
of  the  church  in  succeeding  generations,  under  the  guidance  and 
inspiration  of  the  same  divine  Spirit  of  truth,  that  assisted  them  in 
publishing  the  gospel,  and  enabled  them  to  work  such  illustrious 
miracles  in  confirmation  of  it. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


Tbe  gospel  taagbt  by  the  apostles  was  the  same.  The  author's  account  of  the  Jewish 
gospel,  preached  by  them,  false  and  groundless.  The  pretended  difference  betweep 
St.  Paul  and  the  other  apostles,  concerning  the  obligation  of  tbe  Law  of  Moses  on 
the  Jewish  converts,  examined.  None  of  the  apostles  urged  the  observation  of  that 
law,  as  necessary  to  justification  aad  acceptance  with  God,  under  the  g^ospel ;  though 
they  all  judged  it  lawful  to  observe  the  Mosaic  rites  for  a  season.  Tbe  wisdom  and 
consistency  of  this  their  conduct,  and  the  entire  harmony  between  St.  Paul  and  the 
other  apostles  in  this  matter,  diown.  The  pretended  difference  between  them  rela- 
ting to  the  law  of  Proaelytism  to  be  urged  on  the  Gentile  converts.  The  decree  of  the 
apostolical  council  at  Jerusalem,  considered  ;  and  the  reasons  and  grounds  of  that  de- 
cree inquired  into.  No  proof  that  the  apostle  Paul  disapproved  or  counter-acted  tliat 
decree.    The  conduct  of  that  apostle  at  his  trial,  justified. 

Any  one  that  impartially  considers  the  New  Testament  will  find 
one  and  the  same  uniform  scheme  of  religion  going  through  the 
whole.     It  appears  from  the  writings  of  the  apostles,  wid  mei  ac- 
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Ccmnt  that  is  giren  us  of  their  preaching,  that  they  all  published  the* 
tame  doctrines  concerning  the  attributes,  perfections,  and  providence 
of  Gody  and  the  pure  and  spiritual  worship  that  is  to  be  rendered  to 
him,  concerning  the  methoos  of  our  redemption  and  reconciliation 
by  Jesus  Christ,  concerning  the  design  and  end  of  his  coming  into 
the  world,  and  of  his  grievous  sufferings  and  death,  which  they  all 
represent  as  a  propitiation  for  our  sins,  concerning  his  resurrection 
from  the  dead,  his  ascension  and  exaltation  at  the  right  hand  of 
<jod,  his  p^petual  mediation  and  intercession,  and  his  second 
coming  to  raise  the  dead,  and  to  judge  the  world,  and  concerning 
the  eternal  retributions  that  shall  then  be  dispensed  unto  all  men 
according  to  their  behaviour  in  the  body.     They  all  published  the 
same  pure  and  excellent  laws  and  precepts,  the  same  refined  morals, 
far  exceeding,  by  the  author^s  own  confession,  what  any  others  have 
advanced,  and  the  same  noble  and  powerful  motives  for  engaging 
men  to  the  observation  of  these  precepts.  They  all  taught  the  same 
gracious  terms  of  acceptance,  and  made  the  same  merciful  offers  in 
the  name  of  God,  of  pardon,  and  grace,  and  eternal  life  upon  con- 
dition of  faith  and  repentance,  and  new  obedience  ;  and  denounced 
the  same  awful  threatenings  of  eternal  misery  and  ruin  against 
those  that  should  persist  in  obstinate  impenitency  and  disobedience. 
These  things  they  all  agreed  in,  the  apostle  Peter  as  well  as  the 
apostle  Paul ;  the  gospel  they  all  preached  which  they  professed 
to  have  '  received  from  the  Lord  Jesus, '  and  by  the  inspiration  of 
his  Spirit,  and  which  they  '  confirmed  with  signs  following, '  was 
entirely  the  same,  and  perfectly  harmonious  and  consistent  m  all  its 
parts.     But  this  our  moral  philosopher  will  not  allow.      He  endea- 
vours to  show  that '  they  differed  amonff  themselves  about  the  most 
concerning  points  of  revelation. '  And  he  thinks  '  this  is  an  evident 
demonstration  that  they  were  not  infallible,  insomuch  that  had  they 
pretended  to  anv  such  thing,  they  must  openly,  and  in  the  face  of 
the  whole  world,  have  contradicted  themselves  in  fact,  pix  80,  8U 
And  indeed  in  one  point  there  would  be  a  very  great  and  essential 
difference  between  them  if  he  could  prove  it,  viz.  that  whereas  the 
apostle  Paul  preached  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Saviour  of  the  worlds  both 
Jews  and  Gentiles ;  the  other  apostles  believed  in  him,  and  preached 
him  only  as  a  *  temporal  Messiah  '  and  the  Saviour  of  the  Jews 
only. 

After  having  observed,  that  the  '  Jewish  populace  or  mobility 
had  generally  a  notion  of  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Messiah,  national 
deliverer,  or  restorer  of  the  kingdom, '  he  expressly  asserts,  '  that 
*  his  own  disciples  had  all  along  adhered  to  him  upon  this  vain 
hope,  and  even  after  his  resurrection,  they  never  preached  Jesus  as 
the  Messiah  or  Christ  in  any  other  sense, '  that  is,  in  any  other 
jsense  than  that  of  the  Jewish  populace,  as  one  that  was  to  erect  a 
temporal  kingdom,  and  was  to  be  the  national  deliverer  of  the  J^ws. 
He  adds,  that '  no  christian  Jew  ever  believed  in  Jesus  as  the  com- 
mon Saviour  of  the  worid  without  distinction  between  Jew  and 
Gentile.  This  is  St.  Paul's  gospel  which  he  had  received,  as  he 
declared,  by  immediate  revelation  from  Christ  himsnelj^jj^  @^(^^C 
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never  advised  or  consulted  with  any  of  the  Jewish  apostles  about  it;* 
as  well  knowing  that  they  would  never  come  into  it.  see  pp.  360 — 
354.  see  also  p.  361.  And  after  having  asserted,  that  the  Jews  wha 
adhered  to  Jesus  as  the  Messiah  after  his  resurrection,  *  all  expect* 
ed  that  he  would  soon  come  again,  with  a  sufficient  power  from: 
heaven  to  destroy  the  Roman  empire,  to  restore  the  nation,  and  set 
up  his  kingdom  at  Jerusalem  ; '  ne  adds,  that  '  this  was  properly 
the  Jewish  gospel  which  Christ's  own  disciples  firmly  adhered  to 
and  preached. '  And  therefore  he  declares,  that  he  *  takes  this  to 
have  been  the  plain  truth  of  the  matter,  that  Christianity  was  n(H 
thing  else  but  a  political  faction  among  the  Jews ;  some  of  them  re- 
ceiving Jesus  as  the  Messiah  or  restorer  of  the  kingdom,  and  others 
rejecting  him  under  that  character.  See  p.  328  and  p.  354.  And 
again,  p.  329.  he  tells  us,  that  the  '  Christian  Jews  received  no- 
thing new  on  their  becoming  Christians,  but  the  single  article^  that 
Jesus  was  the  Messiah  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  prophets,  i.  e.  in 
their  own  national  sense. '  This  was  properly  the  whole  of  that 
eospel,  which  according  to  him,  Christ's  own  disciples  that  had 
been  all  along  with  him  in  his  personal  ministry  taught  and  pub-: 
lished  to  the  world. 

If  we  were  not  a  little  used  to  this  writer's  way  of  saying  things, 
we  might  be  surprised  at  his  asserting  with  so  much  confidence  a 
thing  which  every  one  that  can  read  the  New  Testament  may  easily 
know  to  be  false ;  and  it  is  scarce  possible  to  suppose  that  he  him-^ 
self  is  so  ignorant  as  not  to  be  sensible  that  it  is  so.  Not  to  enlarge 
upon  reflections  which  such  a  conduct  as  this  would  justify,  I  shall 
produce  a  few  out  of  many  passages  that  will  clearly  show  the 
falsehood  of  what  he  hath  advanced.  When  St.  Peter,  whom  our 
author  represents  as  at  the  head  of  the  Christian  Jews  in  opposition 
to  St.  Paul,  preached  up  Jesus  as  the  Messiah,  the  Lord  and  Christy 
immediately  after  our  Lord*s  ascension ;  and  urged  the  Jews  to  be« 
lieve  in  him  ;  the  idea  he  gives  of  Christ  as  the  Messiah  is  this, 
that  God  ^  had  raised  up  his  Son  Jesus  to  bless  them  in  turning 
them  away  from  their  iniquities  ;  '  and  had  'exalted  him  to  be  a 
prince  and  a  Saviour, '  not  a  temporal  prince  or  national  deliverer^ 
out  to  'give  repentance  unto  Israel  and  remission  of  Sins. '  See 
Acts  ii.  38.  iii.  19,  26.  v.  31.  When  he  was  sent  to  preach  the 
gospel  to  Cornelius,  the  account  he  gives  him  of  what  God  had 
commanded  the  apostles  to  preach  is  this,  '  he  commanded  us  to 
preach  unto  the  people,  and  to  testify  that  it  is  he  [the  Lord  Jesus] 
.  which  was  ordained  of  Gk>d  to  be  the  judge  of  quick  and  dead.  To 
him  give  all  the  prophets  witness  that  through  his  name,  whosoever 
believeth  in  him  shall  receive  remission  oT  sins. '  Acts  x.  42,  43. 
Where  it  is  evident  that  he  represents  the  benefits  that  were  to  be 
obtained  through  the  Messiah  as  of  a  spiritual  nature;  and  declares, 
that  this  was  the  idea  the  prophets  gave  of  the  Messiah  that  was  to 
be  the  author  of  a  spiritual  salvation.  And  in  the  first  chapter  of 
his  first  epistle  he  sets  forth  in  the  most  noble  and  admirable  ex* 
pressions  the  greatness  of  that  salvation  that  was  to  be  obtained 
through  Jesus  Christ,  as  consisting  not  in  a  temporal 
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lirerance  of  the  Jews  of  which  he  gives  not  the  least  hint,  but  in  aif 
eternal  heavenly  happiness,  the  prospects  of  which  filled  the  minds 
of  true  Christians  with  a  spiritual  and  divine  joy  under  the  greatest 
present  afflictions  and  sufferings :  and  he  represents  this  '  salvation 
of  their  souls  as  the  end  of  their  faith ; '  and  that  this  was  the  saN 
vation  of  which  the  prophets  had  spoken  when  they  '  testified  be- 
forehand the  sufferings  of  Christ,  and  the  glories  that  should  follow/ 
See  1  Pet  i.  2.  ii.  25.  v.  10.  The  same  great  apostle  before  the 
whole  council  of  the  apostles  and  elders,  and  brethren  at  Jerusalem, 
declareth  expressly,  speaking  of  the  Gentiles,  *  God  which  knoweth 
the  hearts  bore  them  witness,  giving  them  the  Holy  Ghost,  even  as 
he  did  unto  us:  and  put  no  difference  between  us  and  them,  puri- 
fying their  hearts  by  faith.'  Acts  xv.  8,  9.  And  he  adds,  ver.  21. 
•  We  believe  that  through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  we 
shall  be  saved  even  as  they.  '  Tfo  words  can  be  more  decisive  to 
show,  that  Jesus  Christ  was  regarded  as  the  author  of  a  spiritual 
salvation ;  and  that  in  this  salvation  all  true  believers  were  to  be 
equal  sharers  vntbout  distinction  between  Jews  and  Gentiles ;  which 
is  the  very  gospel  the  apostle  Paul  published,  and  as  express  and 
full  as  any  Uiing  that  was  said  by  that  great  apostle  of  the  Gen- 
tiles. St.  James,  who  was  another  of  the  chief  apostles  of  the  cir- 
cumcision, perfectly  agrees  with  St*  Peter  in  this,  and  shows  by  a 
passage  from  one  of  the  prophets  that  it  was  foretold  concerning 
the  Messiah,  that  *  the  Gentiles  should  seek  after  the  Lord,  and  be 
called  by  his  name.'  vers.  14 — 17.  The  apostle  John,  whom  our  au- 
thor represents  as  one  of  the  chief  teachers  of  what  he  calls  thei 
Jewish  gospel,  after  having  declared,  that  he  ^  that  believeth  not 
God  hath  made  him  a  liar,  because  be  believeth  not  the  record  that 
God  hath  given  of  his  Son : '  proceeds  to  show  what  that  record  is  j 
not  that  God  would  send  him  to  deliver  the  Jews  only,  and  restore 
the  kingdom  to  them ;  but  he  represents  this  as  the  substance  of 
the  gospel  record,  that  'God  hatn  given  unto  us  eternal  life,  and 
this  life  is  in  his  Son.'  1  John  v.  9,  10«  In  the  same  epistle  he  de- 
clares, that '  we  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the 
righteous  :  and  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  not  for  ours 
only, '  that  is,  the  sins  of  us  believing  Jews  '  but  for  the  sins  of  the 
whole  world.'  chap.  ii.  1,  2.  Can  any  thing  possibly  be  more  ex- 
press and  full  to  show  that  Christ  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  without  distinction  ?  The  same  apostle  represents 
'  the  Christ, '  and  the  '  Saviour  of  the  world,'  as  terms  of  the  same 
signification,  John  iv.  42,  and  informs  us,  that  Christ  himself  de- 
clared, that '  God  80  loved  the  world, '  not  the  Jews  only  but  the 
world  of  Jews  and  Gentiles, '  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should 
not  perish  but  have  everlasting  life. '  Where  tlie  salvation  of  which 
Christ  is  the  author  is  represented  as  a  spiritual  and  eternal  salva- 
tion and  happiness  to  be  conferred  on  all  those  without  distinction 
that  should  sincerely  believe  and  obey  him.  John  iii.  16.  And 
again,  he  acquaints  us  that  Christ  declared  ;  ^  other  sheep  I  have 
which  are  not  of  this  fold  ;  them  also  I  must  bring,  and  tney  shall 
hear  my  voice ;  and  there  shall  be  one  fold  and  one  shepherd.'  chap.gj^ 
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X.  16.  Can  any  thing  more  clearly  show  that  our  Ix>rd  Jesns  Christ 
would  bring  Jewa  and  Gentiles  into  one  fold,  and  that  thc^  should 
both  make  up  one  church  under  him  as  their  *  common  Shepherd 
and  Saviour  r  And  could  he  that  represents  this  as  our  Lord's  own 
sense,  look  upon  him  as  a  Saviour  of  the  Jews  only  ?  see  also  chap* 
xi.  51,  52.  wnich  is  no  less  express  to  this  purpose.  And  chap.  i. 
29*  St  Matthew,  who  was  another  of  the  Jewish  apostles,  repre- 
sents Christ  as  expressly  declaring  that  the  Jews  the  '  children  of 
the  kingdom  '  should  be  cast  out,  and  that  '  many  should  come 
from  the  east,  and  from  the  west,  and  sit  down  with  Abraham, 
Isaac,  and  Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  God,'  Matt.  viii.  11,  12.  And 
he  applies  to  Christ  the  prophecies  relating  to  the  Messiah,  that  he 
should  '  show  judgment  to  the  Gentiles  :  and  that  in  '  his  name 
should  the  Gentiles  trust. '  chap.  xii.  17,  18,  22.  The  same  apostle 
and  evangelist,  instead  of  representing  Christ  as  promising  to  come 
and  restore  the  kingdom  to  the  Jewish  nation,  ana  deliver  them  from 
their  enemies,  informs  us,  that  he  declared  to  the  Jews  that  '  the 
kingdom  of  God  should  be  taken  from  them,  and  given  to  a  nation 
bringing  forth  the  fruits  thereof. '  chap.  xxi.  43.  And  that  he  fore- 
told the  utter  destruction  of  their  city  and  temple,  and  the  dreadful 
calamities  that  should  befal  them,  chaps,  xxi.  41.  xxii.  6,  7.  and 
xxiv.  And  he  represents  him  as  commissioning  his  apostles  to  *  eo 
teach  all  nations  ; '  or  as  the  evangelist  Mark  has  it,  to  *  preach  the 
gospel  to  every  creature.' 

.  It  appears  from  this  brief  account,  that  the  gospel  which  the 
apostle  Paul  preached  concerning  Christ's  being  the  author  of 
a  spiritual,  eternal  salvation,  and  &t  Saviour  of  all  men,  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  that  really  believed  and  obeyed  him,  was  taught  clearly 
and  fully  by  the  other  apostles.  Nor  is  there  any  one  word  in  any 
of  their  writings,  concerning  that  which  he  pretends  was  the  whole 
of  the  gospel  mey  preached,  that  is,  concerning  Christ's  restoring 
the  kingdom  to  the  Jews  in  their  national  sense.  And  when  they 
write  to  the  believing  Jews,  they  never  once  comfort  them  with  the 
hope  of  a  national  restoration  and  deliverance,  which  yet  is  the  only 
thing  he  pretends  they  had  in  view.  But  there  are  many  passages 
in  their  writings  that  point  to  the  end  of  the  Jewish  polity  as  ap- 
proaching :  what  our  author  pretends  to  offer  from  the  book  of  the 
Itevelatign  shall  be  considered  afterward. 

This  may  suffice  to  show  the  absolute  falsehood  of  the  new  gospel, 
the  author  put  upon  the  world  for  the  gospel  taught  by  our  Sa- 
viour's own  apostles,  and  which  he  calls  the  ^  Jewish  Gospel'  in  op^ 
position  to  the  gospel  preached  by  St.  Paul.  A  great  deal  of  his 
nitter  and  malicious  invectives  in  the  latter  part  of  his  book  is  built 
upon  this  supposition  :  by  which  he  undoubtedly  intends  to  expose 
the  New  Testament  writers,  but  really  exposes  himself,  as  a  writer 
that  has  the  confidence  to  assert  any  thing  how  false  soever,  which 
he  thinks  may  serve  the  cause  he  has  undertaken. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  some  other  tilings ;  he  offers  to  show  the  contra- 
dictions and  inconsistencies  between  St.  Paul  and  the  other  apostles. 
He  saith,' that  the  great  concemingdebate  of  that  timq  was  reduced  to 
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tiiesa  twoquestions :  flrst^  whetberthe  Jewish  oonvoarto  were  stiUoblieed 
in  point  of  religion,  to  obey  the  whole  law  :  and  secondly,  whether 
the  Gentile  converts,  as  a  matter  of  religion  and  conscience,  were 
bound  to  comply  with  the  Mosaic  law  of  proselytismi  as  the  neces* 
sary  condition  upon  which  the  Christian  J  ews  were  to  hold  commu* 
nion  with  them.  In  both  these  points,  the  apostles,  elders^  and 
brethren  at  Jerusalem  in  consequence  of  their  decree  stood  to  the 
affirmative,  while  Paul  as  stiffly  maintained  the  negative  against 
them,  declaring  he  received  this,  not  from  man,  or  by  any  interme* 
diate  conveyance,  but  by  immediate  revelation.  But  the  rest  of  the 
apostles,  it  seems,  never  had  any  such  revelation,  nor  could  Paul 
ever  convince  them.  Nor  could  this  point  of  difference  be  deter*:- 
mined  by  miracles.  For  Peter  wrought  as  many  and  great  miracles 
as  St.  Paul,  and  perhaps  St.  Paul,  having  all  the  rest  a&rainst  him, 
might  have  been  very  much  distanced  as  to  any  proof  Trom  mira- 
cles.' And  then  he  pretends  that  the  controversy  rose  so  high  at 
last,  that  it  came  to  an  absolute  separation  between  St.  Paul  and  the 
other  apostles.  He  labours  in  this  point  in  many  words,  and  very 
confusedly  from  p.  54  to  p.  81  and  returns  to  it  again,  p.  361,  &c. 

With  regard  to  the  first  point  pretended  to  be  in  difference  be* 
tween  St.  Paul  and  the  other  apostles,  viz.  'Whether  the  Jewish 
converts  were  still  obliged  in  point  of  religion  and  conscience  to 
obey  the  whole  law  :  he  represents  this  as  the  standing  controversy 
between  St  Paul  and  the  other  apostles  and  teachers  of  the  circum- 
cision, who  obeyed  the  law  as  a  law  of  righteousness,  or  as  a  neces* 
sary  part  of  religion  and  means  of  justification  with  God ;  which 
Paul  never  would  submit  to,  though  he  could  comply  with  the  law 
in  his  political  capacity  as  the  law  of  his  country.'  That  *  when  he 
preached  in  Asia  and  Greece,  he  ventured  to  advance  a  new  doc* 
trine  of  his  ovm.  Wherever  he  came  into  the  Jewish  synagogues, 
he  endeavoured  to  convince  the  Jews  that  the'  ceremonial  law  of 
Moses  could  be  no  farther  binding  upon  any  such  Jews  as  should 
embrace  Christianity,  being  out  of  the  confines ,of  Judea ;  for  that  the 
ceremonial  law,  having  ^n  really  typical  and  figurative  of  the 

g*eat  Christian  sacrifice,  was  done  away  by  the  sacrifice  and  death  of 
hrist  the  only  true  propitiation  for  sin :  and  consequently  could 
be  no  longer  obliging  to  the  Jews  any  more  than  to  the  Gentiles, 
who  were  now  both  together  to  form  a  new  spiritual  society,  not 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  Moses,  but  of  Christ  alone.  That  herein 
St.  Paul  had  not  one  apostle,  prophet,  or  teacher  of  that  age  who 
heartily  joined  with  him  except  Timothy  ;  and  though  Peter,  Bar- 
nabas, &c.  joined  with  him  in  preaching  the  gospel  for  a  time,  yet 
they  all  fell  off  from  him  afterward  upon  this  veiy  quarrel,  because 
they  could  not  agree  to  absolve  the  Jewish  converts  from  tiieir  obe- 
dience to  the  law  as  the  law  of  God,  or  as  a  matter  of  religion  and 
conscience,'  see  pp.  64.  71, 72. 

All  this,  in  which  the  author  protends  to  keep  close  to  the  accounts 
that  are  ^iven  us  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  and  in  St.  Paul's 
epistles,  is  strangely  misrepresented.  He  feigneth  a  controversy 
between  the  apostle  Paul  and  the  other  apostles  wliich  nev^er  sub- 1_ 
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i^isted  at  all.  There  was  indeed  a  very  great  controversy^  not  between 
St.  Paul  and  the  other  apostles  (for  there  was  an  entire  harmony 
between  them  in  the  gospel  they  preached)  but  between  that  great 
apostle  and  certain  Jewish  teachers  or  false  apostles,  who  were  for 
urging  the  observation  of  the  ceremonial  law  npon  the  Gentile  con- 
verts, as  absolutely  necessary  to  justification  and  acceptance  with 
God.  A^inst  these  St  Paul  every  where  discovereth  a  great  zeal. 
And  in  this  he  had  all  the  other  apostles  of  our  Lord  evidently  on 
his  side.  When  they  were  all  met  together  in  the  Jerusalem  coun- 
cil they  passed  a  very  severe  censure  upon  them  as  troubling  the 
churches,  and  subverting  men's  souls,  Acts  xv.  24,  and  at  the  same 
time  call  Paul  and  Barnabas  their  'beloved  brethren,'  and  ^ve 
them  this  high  encomium,  that  they  were  'men  that  hazarded  their 
lives  for  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  ver.  25,  26. 

The  great  doctrine  which  that  apostle  insisteth  upon  in  opposition 
to  those  false  teachers,  viz.  That  we  are  justified  freely  by  divine 
grace  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Jesus  Christ ;  and  that  it  is 
by  faith  in  him  that  we  obtain  remission  of  sins  and  eternal  life : 
this  doctrine  the  other  apostles  taught  as  well  as  he,  as  is  evident  firom 
the  passages  that  have  been  above  cited.     Particularly  the  apostle 
Peter  declareth  this  expressly  in  the  council  at  Jerusalem  in  the 
name  of  them  all.  Acts  xv.  11.     And  when  the  apostle  Paul  re- 
proved Peter  at  Antioch,  he  represents  the  doctrine  of  their  being 
justified  'not  by  the  works  of  the  law,'  but  by  'faith  in  Jesus  Christ,' 
as  an  uncontested  truth  in  which  he  and  Peter  and  all  true  believers 
were  agreed,  Gal.  ii.  15, 16,  &c.    And  whereas,  this  writer  repre- 
sents St.  Paul  as  preaching  in  the  synagogues  of  the  Jews  that 
Jesus  Christ  was  the  only  true  propitiation  for  sin,  with  a  view  to 
show  that  therefore  the  ceremonial  law,  having  been  only  typical 
and  figurative  of  the  great  Christian  sacrifice,  was  done  away  by  the 
sacrifice  and  death  of  Christ ;  it  is  certain  that  the  other  apostles 
preached  this  doctrine  of  Christ's  being  the  only  true  propitiation 
for  sin  as  fully  and  expressly  as  the  apostle  Paul.    The  passages  to 
this  purpose  are  well  known.*     Nor  do  they  ever  once  direct  the 
views  of  their  Christian  converts  to  the  legal  sacrifices  as  expiations 
for  sin.    And  it  ought  to  be  obsei*ved  that  though  Peter,  James,  and 
John,  whom  this  author  represents  as  the  heads  of  the  Christian 
Jews,  wrote  epistles  to  them  abounding  with  exhortations  and  coun^ 
sels  of  various  kinds,  in  which  they  every  where  animate  them  to  a 
steady  adherence  to  the  doctrines  and  laws  of  the  gospel,  yet  they 
never  so  much  as  once  exhort  them  to  adhere  to  the  observation  of  the 
law  of  Moses  and  of  the  rites  there  enjoined.   Is  it  possible  to  account 
for  this  on  this  writer's  supposition,  that  they  looked  upon  the  Jewish 
converts  as  obliged  to  obey  the  law  of  Moses,  as  the  necessary 
means  of  justification  and  acceptance  with  God  ;  and  that  they  had 
a  standing  controversy  on  this  head  with  the  apostle  Paul  who 
taught  the  contrary  ?     And  if  this  had  been  the  case,  can  it  be 
supposed  that  St.  Feter  in  his  second  and  last  epistle,  written  a 

•  S«e  1  Pet,  i.  19,  «0.  ii.  21,  24.  iu.  18.    1  John.i.  7.  ii.  3.  iv.  10.  ^ohn  i.  2( 
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little  before  his  death,  would  have  called  St  Paul  his  'beloved  bro- 
ther/ or  have  recommended  all  his  epistles  to  the  Christian  converts 
as  written  with  g^eat  wisdom,  and  have  reckoned  them  among  the 
Scriptures,  that  is,  among  the  writings  that  were  divinely  inspired  t 
See  2  Peter  iii.  15,  16.  After  the  apostle  Paul  had,  accordmg  to 
our  author,  been  preaching  throughout  Asia  and  Greece,  that  the 
law  of  Moses  was  no  longer  obligatory  on  the  Jews,  we  find  him 

going  up  and  'saluting  the  church  at  Jerusalem  :'  and  not  the  least 
int  of  any  dissatisfaction,  but  a  perfect  harmony  between  them^ 
Acts  xvhi.  21,  22.  And  afterwards  at  his  last  going  up  to  Jeru- 
salem the  brethren  there  received  him,  and  them  that  were  with 
him,  gladly.  St.  James  and  all  the  'elders  that  were  with  him' 
treated  him  with  great  kindness,  and  called  him  'brother.'  And 
their  advising  him  what  course  to  take  to  remove  the  prejudices 
some  of  the  Jewish  converts  had  entertained  against  him,  shows 
their  great  tenderness  towards  him,  and  how  far  they  were  from 
looking  upon  him  as  an  enemy  :  and  at  the  same  time  it  seemeth 
plainly  to  show  that  what  they  advised  him  to  do  was  not  fix)m  any 
opinion  they  had  of  the  absolute  obligation  of  the  law  of  Moses  in 
point  of  religion  and  conscience,  but  for  avoiding  offence  :  in  which 
their  conduct  was  perfectly  agreeable  to  his  own.  Acts  xxi.  17 — 26. 
The  same  reflection  may  be  made  upon  St.  Peter's  conduct  at 
Antioch.  For  it  appeareth  from  what  St.  Paul  said  to  him,  that 
before  certain  persons  came  from  Jerusalem  he  did  eat  freely  with 
the  Gentiles,  and  being  'a  Jew  lived  after  the  manner  of  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  not  as  do  the  Jews  :'  though  he  afterwards  decUned  this^ 
for  fear  of  offending  some  of  the  Jews  that  came  from  Jerusalem : 
which  shows  the  principle  he  went  upon  in  observing  the  law,  as 
well  as  the  apostle  Paul,  was  the  fear  of  giving  offence,  and  not  any 
opinion  he  had  of  his  absolute  obligation  in  point  of  conscience^ 
Ual.  ii.  12,  14.  And  St.  Paul  expressly  tells  us,  that  'when  he 
communicated  the  gospel  which  he  preached  among  the  Gentiles' 
to  the  apostles  at  Jerusalem,  'they  saw  that  the  gospel  of  the  un- 
circumcision  was  committed  unto  him,  as  the  gospel  of  the  circum- 
cision was  unto  Peter ;'  for  that  'he  that  vm)ught  effectually  in 
Peter  to  the  apostleship  of  the  circumcision,  the  same  was  mighty 
in  him  (Paul)  towards  the  Gentiles.*  And  Uiat  accordingly,  'Peter, 
James,  and  John  gave  to  him  and  Barnabas  the  right  band  of  fel- 
lowship/ that  they  should  'eo  unto  the  heathen,'  and  themselves 
'unto  the  circumcision,'  Gal.  ii.  2 — ^9.  Where  nothing  is  more 
plain 'than  that  the  other  apostles  approved  the  doctrine  which 
St.  Paul  had  preached,  and  owned  his  divine  mission :  and  that  it 
was  the  same  gospel  that  was  taught  by  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and 
by  the  other  apostles,  only  called  the  'gospel  of  the  uncircumcision^ 
as  preached  among  the  Gentiles,  and  the  'gospel  of  the  circumci- 
sion,' as  preached  to  the  Jews.  Taking  all  together  it  doth  not  ap- 
pear that  there  was  the  least  difference  between  St.  Paul  and  the 
other  apostles  with  regard  to  the  obUgation  of  the  Mosaic  law. 
Neither  he  nor  they  looked  upon  it  as  absolutely  obligatory  in 
point  of  conscience^  and  as  necessary  to  our  justification  and  acce]Hip 


288  THE   APOSTLES 

tan^e  under  the  gospel^  though  both  he  tind  they  looked  upon  it  id 
be  still  lawful  to  observe  Uie  Mosaic  rites  in  compliance  with 
weak  consciences.  So  that  there  was  a  perfect  harmony  between 
them  in  doctrine  and  practice. 

This  author,  in  oraer  to  make  it  appear  that  there  was  an  oppo^ 
sition  between  St.  Paul  and  the  other  apostle,  gives  a  very  wrong 
representation  of  his  conduct ;  as  if  '  in  all  the  synagogues  where 
be  preached  in  Asia  Minor  and  Greece,  he  absolved  me  Jewish 
converts  from  all  obligations  to  the  Mosaic  Law ;'  and  made  the 
absolute  abrogation  of  that  law  to  Jews  as  well  as  Gentiles,  the 
constant  subject  of  his  preaching.  Whereas  if  we  examine  the  ac-< 
tount  that  is  given  us  of  St  Paul's  preaching  in  the  synagogues  of 
Asia  Minor  and  Greece,  nothing  of  this  appears.  We  read  that 
he  preached  to  the  Jews  in  their  synagogues  that  '  Jesus  was  the 
Christ  the  Son  of  God,'  that  he  '  died  for  our  sins  according  to  the 
Scripture,'  that  he  *  rose  again  from  the  dead,'  that  through  faith 
in  hnn  remission  of  sins  was  to  be  obtained.  He  preached  'repent^ 
ance  towards  God,  and  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ'*  And  if 
the  Jews  to  whom  he  preached  were  brought  to  acknowledge  that 
Jesus  was  the  Christ,  and  to  look  to  him  for  salvation  in  a  hearty 
compliance  with  the  self-denying  terms  of  the  gospel  covenant,  it 
doth  not  appear  by  any  one  instance  in  the  whole  New  Testament, 
that  he  was  at  all  troublesome  to  them  about  the  observation  of 
the  Mosaic  rites ;  he  left  them  still  to  follow  their  old  customs, 
till  by  a  farther  light,  and  a  more  thorough  knowledge  and  ac* 
quaintance  with  the  gospel,  they  should  see  that  they  were  free. 
.  Here  it  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  judaizing  Christians  in  that 
age  who  professed  to  believe  in  Christ,  and  yet  continued  to  ob« 
serve  the  law  of  Moses,  were  of  two  different  kinds.  There  were 
some  of  them  that  looked  upon  that  law  to  be  of  such  indispen- 
sable necessity  that  no  man  could  be  saved  but  by  th^  observation 
of  that  law,  and  therefore  they  urged  it  even  upon  the  Gentile  con- 
verts. They  laid  gu<^h  a  stress  on  circumcision,  and  the  other 
ritual  prec^ts  of  the  law  that  they  would  not  acknowledge  any  for 
their  brethre>n,  or  look  upon  tht^m  as  members  of  the  church,  ex- 
cept they  submitted  to  those  rights.  Against  these  the  apostle 
Paul  all  along  zedously  contends.  And  these  all  the  other  apostles 
opposed  and  condemned  no  less  than  he  :  and  many  of  them  after- 
,  wards  openly  apol»tatized  from  Christianity,  as  may  be  gathered 
from  several  parages  ih  the  New  Testament  But  there  were 
other  Christian  Jews  that  v?ere  for  observing  the  law  of  Moses 
from  a  conscientious  scruple  that  it  was  not  yet  repealed,  who 
Vet  were  of  a  different  character  from  the  former.  They  knew 
tSod  had  prescribed  those  rites,  and  were  not  satisfied  that  they 
were  as  yet.  abrogated,  and  therefore,  though  they  regarded  the 
htlieving  Gentiles  as  their  brethren  in  Christ,  and  were  not  for 
imposing  the  observation  of  the  law  upon  them  ;  yet  they  thought 

•  See  for  an  account  of  the  subject  of  St.  Paurs  preaching.  Acta  ix.  20—^3 ;  xiii 
2*^5,  50;  XTii.  «,  3,  5;  xvB.  5,  6  5  x*.  Jl ;  1  Cor.  i.  «3  ;  "jtflldlT^^^feQlc 
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tfiat  they  themselves,  as  Jews,  were  obliged  by  virtue  of  the  diviiM 
precept  to  observe  those  peculiar  rites  that  God  had  prescribed  to 
their  nation.  But  then  at  the  saroe  time  they  expected  to  be  ju&« 
tified  and  saved  only  through  the  free  grace  of  God  offered  in  the 
Redeemer ;  here  they  laid  the  stress  of  their  hopes,  *  looking  for 
the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto  eternal  life.'  Our  author 
seems  not  able  or  not  willing  to  conceive  this.  He  thinks  that  if 
they  observed  the  Mosaic  rites  at  all  as  obligatory  by  virtue  of  the 
Divine  command,  they  must  observe  them  as  necessary  parts  c£ 
religion,  and  the  necessary  means  of  justification,  and  must  expect 
to  be  accepted  and  justified  on  account  of  them*  For  where  posi* 
tive  things  are  joined  in  the  same  divine  law  with  moral,  the  posi- 
tive are  as  necessary  as  the  moral  to  our  acceptance  with  God, 
and  are  put  on  an  equal  foot  in  point  of  conscience  as  the  necessary 
terms  of  acceptance,  because  equally  required.  This  is  the  sub* 
stance  of  his  arguing,  pp.  52,  53.  fiut  it  doth  not  follow  that  be- 
cause positive  and  moral  precepts  are  both  required  in  the  aam« 
law,  tnerefore  they  are  equally  parts  of  religion,  and  of  equal  ne* 
cessity  in  point  of  acceptance  with  God.  For  though  every  good 
man  that  looks  upon  any  pK)sitive  precept  as  required  by  God 
ought  to  obey  it,  whilst  he  thinks  it  required  :  yet  he  does  not  lay 
the  principal  stress  of  his  hopes  of  the  Divine  favour  and  acceptr 
ance  on  such  observances,  but  on  things  of  a  higher  nature.  And 
therefore  it  is  very  supposable  that  the  Jewish  Christians  might 
still  look  upon  themselves  to  be  obliged  to  observe  the  Mosaic 
rites  by  virtue  of  the  Divine  command  which  they  did  not  see  to 
be  yet  repealed ;  and  yet  expect  the  pardon  of  their  sins,  and  ac- 
ceptance with  (Jod,  and  eternal  life,  only  through  the  free  grace 
and  mercy  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ  as  the  great  appointed  Medi- 
ator and  Saviour  of  mankind,  who  is  the  propitiation  for  the  sins 
of  the  world.  And  these  were  always  treated  with  great  regard 
and  tenderness  by  St.  Paul  and  the  other  apostles.  He  speaks  of 
the  saints  at  Jerusalem  with  an  affectionate  tenderness,  and  stirs 
up  the  Gentiles  to  contribute  liberally  for  their  supply.  He  forbids 
the  Jewish  and  Gentile  con? erts  to  condemn  or  despise  one  another 
on  account  of  their  observing  or  not  observing  the  legal  rites  and 
ceremonies :  see  Rom.  xiv.  and  declares,  that  in  '  Christ  Jesus 
neither  circumcision  availeth  any  thing,  nor  uncircumcision,  but 
faith  which  worketh  by  love,'  Gal.  v.  6  ;  1  Cor.  vii.  19 :  that  the 
*  kingdom  of  God  is  not  meat  and  drink,  but  righteousness  and 
peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,'  Rom.  xiv.  17.  He  was  for  *  re* 
ceiving  those  that  are  weak  in  faith,'  and  who  still  thought  them* 
selves  obliged  to  observe  the  legal  rites  :  and  was  for  having  them 
all  ^  walk  ty  the  same  rule'  as  far  as  they  were  agreed,  and  {oc 
their  bearing  with  one  another  till  God  should  fiirther  enlighten 
them/  Phil,  iii  15,  16.  And  it  is  probable  that  many  of  these 
eame  in  time  to  see  their  liberty,  and  that  by  treating  them  with 
gentleness  and  forbearance,  they  by  degrees  overcame  their  prcjn-^ 
dices  and  scruples,  till  at  length  they  entirely  joined  with  the 
Gentile  converts.    Such  was  the  wise  and  moderate  conduct  pfil^^Tr 
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apostle  Paul  and  the  other  apostles  in  this  matter.  And  accord-^ 
ingly  it  is  evident  that  though  this  great  apostle  was  fully  satisfied 
and  persuaded  by  revelation  from  Christ  himself,  that  the  law  of 
Moses  was  no  longer  obligatory  in  point  of  conscience  since  the 
death  of  Christ,  yet  he  looked  upon  tnose  legal  rites  as  things  which 
he  himself  might  still  lawfully  observe  for  a  while  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  main  interests  of  Christianity.  He  declares  concerning 
himself  that  to  '  the  Jews  he  became  as  a  Jew  that  he  might  gain 
the  Jews,'  1  Cor.  ix.  20.  And  it  appears  how  careful  he  was  not 
to  offend  them^  in  that  '  he  circumcised  Timothy  because  of  the 
Jews  which  were  in  those  parts,  because  they  all  knew  that  his 
father  was  a  Greek,'  Acts  xvi.  3.  And  is  it  likely  that  he  who 
was  so  cautious  of  offending  them,  should,  as  this  author  repn- 
sents  it,  make  it  the  constant  subject  of  his  preaching  in  all  their, 
synagogues,  that  the  law  of  Moses  was  entirely  abro^ted,  and 
that  the  Jews  themselves  were  absolved  from  all  obligations  to 
observe  it  ?  We  find  him  afterwards  ^  shaving  his  head  in  Cen- 
chrea,  for  he  had  a  tow,'  Acts  xviii.  18,  and  'Keeping  the  feast  at 
Jerusalem,'  ver.  21.  It  was  therefore  a  false  accusation '  that  was 
brought  against  him,  though  this  writer  saith  that  it  was  a  matter 
of  fact  that  could  not  be  denied,  that  *  he  had  taught  all  the  Jews 
which  were  among  the  Gentiles  to  forsake  Moses,  saying,  that 
they  ou^ht  not  to  circumcise  their  children,  neither  to  walk  accord* 
ing  to  their  customs,'  Acts  xxi.  21.  They  accused  Paul  as  if  he 
had  every  where  taught  that  it  was  absolutely  unlawful  for  the  Jews 
to  circumcise  their  children,  or  observe  any  of  the  legal  rites. 
This  was  the  charge  :  and  this  charge  was  not  true.  He  had  never 
nrffed  it  as  absolutely  unlawful  for  the  Jews  to  observe  the  Mosa- 
ical  law,  or  their  ancient  customs.  And  though  he  had  declared 
strongly  a^nst  urging  circumcision  upon  the  Gentiles,  yet  instead 
of  forbiddmg  the  Jews  to  circumcise  tneir  children,  he  himself  had 
circumcised  Timothy  because  his  mother  was  a  Jewess,  though 
his  father  was  a  Greek.  And  taking  the  accusation  in  this  riew 
the  advice  they  give  is  very  reasonaole,  that  he  should  go  and 
purify  himself  that  'all  may  know  that  those  things  whereof  they 
tvere  informed  concerning  thee  are  nothing,  but  that  thou  thyseCf 
walkest  orderly,  and  keepest  the  law/  ver.  24.  They  urged  him 
to  do  no  more  than  what  ne  himself  had  done  on  former  occasions. 
For  he  had  shaved  his  head  at  Cenchrea,  and  had  a  vow  upon 
him.  And  both  his  own  former  practice,  and  what  he  now  dia  at 
Jerusalem  was  a  full  vindication  of  him  against  the  charge  ad* 
vanced  a^inst  him,  that  he  had  absolutely  forbidden  the  Jews  to 
observe  the  law,  and  had  declared  it  utterly  unlawful  for  them  to 
observe  the  Mosaic  rites  and  customs. 

To  account  for  .this  conduct  of  the  apostle  Paul  and  the  other 
apostles,  two  things  are  to  be  considered.  The  one  is,  that  they 
knew  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  the  law  of  Moses  with  its  pecu- 
liar rites  should  be  no  longer  strictly  obligatory  in  point  of  consci* 
ence  on  the  disciples  of  Jesus  :  and  that  Christ  by  his  coming,  and 
by  his  death,  had  really  superseded  that  law,  and  »et  themi  free 
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from  the  obUgation  of  its  ceremonies  and  ordinances.  Tlie  other 
is,  that  they  also  knew  by  the  Spirit  of  God  that  it  was  his  will 
that  the  observation  of  that  law  and  its  pecuhar  rites  should  be 
indulged  and  tolerated  for  a  while:  and  that  the  abrogation  of  it 
should  not  be  urged  upon  the  Jews  all  at  once,  but  by  degrees. 
And  the  wisdom  and  reasonableness  of  this  method  is  very  mani- 
fest to  any  one  that  duly  considers  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  of  that  time.  The  whole  Jewish  nation  had  the  highest  vene- 
ration for  the  law  of  Moses.  Nor  could  it  be  wondered  at,  if  they 
did  not  easily  part  with  a  law  which  they  were  assured  was  of 
divine  original,  and  had  been  confirmed  by  such  illustrious  attesta* 
tions  from  heaven,  as  well  as  had  been  the  law  of  their  nation  for 
so  long  a  succession  of  ages.  God  could  indeed  have  commanded 
them  all  at  once  immediately  after  Christ's  resurrection  to  lay  aside 
all  the  Mosaic  ceremonies,  to  which  they  had  been  so  long  accus- 
tomed, and  could  have  absolutely  forbidden  the  observation  of  it ; 
in  which  case  no  Christian  could  with  a  safe  conscience,  or  con- 
sistently with  the  Christian  profession,  have  observed  any  of  the 
ceremonies  of  that  law.  But  this  would  have  been  too  great  a 
shock,  and,  joined  to  their  other  prejudices  arising  from  Christ's 
sufferings  and  crucifixion,  and  the  meanness  of  his  external  ap- 
pearance here  on  earth,  would  have  proved  such  an  obstacle  to  their 
embracing  Christianity,  as  they  could  scarce  have  overcome.  It 
seemed  therefore  but  reasonable  to  indulge  them  a  little  as  the 
case  was  circumstanced,  and  to  remove  their  prejudices  by  degrees ; 
which  were  of  such  a  kind  as  might  well  raise  scruples  in  men  of 
sincere  and  honest  minds.  And  accordingly  it  pleased  God  in 
his  great  wisdom  and  goodness  so  to  order  it,  that  that  abrogation 
and  repeal  of  the  law  of  Moses  was  gradually  hinted  and  signified 
to  them,  and  they  were  prepared  for  it  by  degrees.  The  apostles 
first  preached  to  the  Jews,  and  to  them  only  salvation  through 
Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified,  agreeably  to  our  Saviour's  own 
directions  who  had  commanded  them  to  begin  at  Jerusalem. 
Afterwards  they  preached  the  gospel  to  the  Samaritans,  whom  the 
Jews  despised  as  much  as  they  did  the  Gentiles,  Acts  viii.,  and  to 
them  was  the  Holy  Ghost  given  upon  their  believing  in  Christ  by 
the  imposition  of  the  apostles'  hands.  This  prepared  them  for 
what  next  happened  ;  and  that  was,  that  Peter  by  express  revela- 
tion was  ordered  to  preach  to  the  devout  Gentiles  or  proselytes  of 
the  gate,  that  is,  to  those  among  the  Gentiles  that  worshipped  the 
true  God,  though  they  did  not  observe  the  rites  of  the  ceremonial 
law ;  as  in  the  famous  instance  of  Cornelius.  Peter  was  at  the 
same  time  taught  by  a  vision  from  heaven,  that  the  legal  distinc- 
tion between  clean  and  unclean  meats  was  now  no  longer  obliga- 
tory ;  and  that  the  difference  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  was  now  to  be 
taken  away.  And  it  pleased  God  to  pour  forth  the  Holy  Ghost 
in  his  extraordinary  gifts  and  operations  upon  Cornelius,  and  those 
that  were  with  him,  and  that  in  an  immediate  manner  without  the 
laying  on  of  Peter's  hands,  as  he  had  done  upon  the  apostles 
themselves  at  the  beginning.    This  tended  to  remove  a  stron;jj  pre- 
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judice  the  Jews  had  entertained,  and  to  convince  them  that  the 
Gentiles  were  now  to  be  taken  into  the  same  church  with  them- 
selves, and  were  to  form  one  sacred  society  under  Jesus  Christ. 
Afterward  when  the  gospel  had  been  preached  for  some  time  to 
the  devout  Grentiles  or  proselytes  of  the  gate,  it  was  at  last 
preached  to  the  idolatrous  Gentiles :  and  the  apostle  Paul  was  in 
a  more  especial  manner  set  apart  to  that  work.  And  in  the 
mean  time  the  doctrines  which  he  and  the  other  apostles  unani- 
mously preached  concerning  remission  of  sins,  and  justification 
through  faith  in  Christ,  concerning  his  being  the  only  true  propi- 
tiation for  our  sins,  and  his  being  the  Saviour  of  all  men  without 
distinction,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  that  should  sincerely  believe 
and  obey  him,  tended  to  prepare  the  Jews  for  the  entire  abroga- 
tion of  the  Mosaical  economy,  which  followed  from  the  principles 
they  laid  down.*  And  lastly  this  apostle  wrote  a  whole  epistle  di- 
rected particularly  to  the  Hebrews,  the  proper  design  of  which  is 
to  prove  that  the  legal  dispensation  is  abolished  by  Jesus  Christ. 
And  soon  after  this  the  Jewish  temple  and  polity  were  entirely  de- 
stroyed, as  Jesus  had  foretold,  whereby  the  exercise  of  the  legal 
priesthood,  and  the  observation  of  the  Mosaic  rites,  particularly 
those  relating  to  sacrifices,  was  rendered  impracticable.  Thus  it 
appears  in  how  just  and  wise  a  progression  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
was  published,  and  successive  degrees  of  light  communicated,  and 
the  glorious  scheme  and  design  of  God  gradually  unfolded,  till  the 
Chnstian  Jews  were  prepared  for  receiving  it  in  its  full  glory  and 
entire  harmony.  And  whilst  this  design  was  carrying  on,  it  vms 
agreeable  to  the  will  of  God,  and  the  designs  the  divine  wisdom 
had  in  view,  that  the  apostles  should  observe  the  Mosaic  rites,  lest 
the  throwing  them  o£f  at  once  should  have  created  too  great  a  pre- 
judice against  them  and  their  doctrine  in  the  minds  of  the  Jews, 
until  the  time  came,  which  the  apostles  knew  by  special  revelation, 
and  by  Christ's  own  express  predictions,  was  near  at  hand,  when 
that  polity  was  to  be  destroyed. 

Let  us  now  consider  the  second  main  point  in  difference,  as  this 
author  states  it,  between  St.  Paul  and  the  other  apostles,  which  he 
pretends  relates  to  the  law  of  proselytism ;  viz.  *  Whether  the  Gen- 
tile converts,  as  a  matter  of  religion  and  conscience,  were  bound  to 
comply  with  the  Mosaic  law  of  Proselytism,  as  the  necessary  con- 
dition upon  which  the  Jews  were  to  maintain  communion  with  them.' 
see  p.  79.    And  here  also  he  supposes  ^  a  great  and  very  material 

^  *  The  accoontB  that  were  then  published  by  the  apostles  and  apostolical  men  of  the 
life  and  discoarse  of  oar  blessed  Saviour,  showed  that  he  himself  had  declared  that  no- 
thing '  that  entereth  into  the  mouth  defileth  a  man/  which  was  a  plain  intimation  that 
the  Mosaical  injunctions  concerning  the  distinction  of  meats,  and  by  which  the  differ- 
ence between  Jews  and  Gentiles  was  very  much  kept  up,  were  now  to  be  no  longer  ob- 
ligatory. And  finally  the  apostle  John,  whom  this  author  represents  as  one  of  the 
principfd  Jewish  apostles,  and  at  the  head  of  the  Christian  Jews,  published  it  to  the 
world  that  our  Lord  Jesos  had  declared,  that  'the  hour  was  coming  when  neither  in 
this  mountain,  yiz.  at  Mount  Gerizim,  nor  yet  at  Jerusalem  should  men  worship  the  Fa- 
ther, but  the  true  worshippers  should  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth*'  John  iv,  21, 
23,  whereby  it  appeared  that  the  distinction  of  places,  and  the  typical  ritual  serrice 
established  in  the  law  of  Moses,  were  to  be  abolished  under  the  gospel. 
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difference  between  St  Paul  and  the  other  apostles,  particularly  St. 
Peter. '  He  asserts,  that '  the  Jerusalem  council  enjoined  this  law 
of  proselytism  upon  the  Gentile  converts  as  necessary,  or  as  a  mat- 
ter of  religion  and  conscience,  without  which  the  Christian  Jews 
could  not  be  justified  in  communicating  with  them,  or  receiving  them 
as  brethren.  That  this  soon  occasioned  fresh  troubles  and  disturb- 
ances in  the  church.  For  St.  Paul  could  never  submit  to  the  im- 
position of  this  law  of  proselytism  upon  his  Gentile  converts,  at 
least  not  in  the  sense  of  the  council — as  necessary,  as  a  matter  of 
religion,  or  as  the  law  of  God  upon  the  authority  of  Moses ;  though 

J  ret  he  allowed  them  to  comply  with  it  occasionally,  as  a  matter  of 
iberty,  and  for  the  sake  of  peace,  to  prevent  an  open  rupture  with 
the  Christian  Jews,  pp.  72, 77.  He  represents  St.  Paul  as  not  sa- 
tisfied with  the  decree  of  the  Jerusalem  council ;  that  he  looked  upon 
it  as  a  joining  two  contrary  and  inconsistent  religions ;  and  that  he 
laboured  under  the  disadvantage  of  being  opposed  in  all  his  ministry 
by  the  whole  Jewish  nation,  and  of  having  a  decree  of  council,  stand- 
ing out  against  htm,  passed  at  Jerusalem  by  a  large  assembly  of 
apostolical  Christian  Jews,'  p.  71,  and  he  resumes  this  subject  again, 
p.  361,  and  p.  376,  &c. 

Here  the  author  positively  asserts  several  things  for  which  there 
is  no  foundation  in  the  sacred  history ;  though  he  pretends  to  great 
accuracy,  and  to  deliver  nothing  but  what  is  perfectly  agreeable  to 
the  memoirs  of  that  great  apostle  in  the  Acts,  and  in  his  own 
genuine  epistles. 

With  regard  to  the  Jerusalem  council  he  positively  asserts  ovet 
and  over,  that  they  prescribed  the  things  mentioned  in  their  decree, 
viz.  the  abstaining  from  things  offered  to  idols,  from  things  strangled, 
from  blood,  and  from  fornication,  as  necessary,  because  it  Was  the 
law  of  proselytism  enjoined  by  Moses^  and  asserts,  that  it  was 
certainly  the  sense  of  that  council  that  the  law  of  proselytism  was 
the  law  of  God  given  by  Moses,  and  not  yet  abrogated  and  repeal- 
ed, and  therefore  must  be  binding  in  point  of  religion  and  conscience, 
pp.  77,  78.  But  it  is  plain  that  the  Jerusalem  council  could  not 
urge  their  decree  precisely  as  the  law  of  proselytism  enjoined  by 
Moses,  because  Moses  did  not  give  any  law  of  proselytism  precisely 
answering  to  that  decree.  For  with  regard  to  those  proselytes  that 
were  to  be  incorporated  with  the  Jews,  and  entered  into  their  national 
inclosure,  as  our  author  expresseth  it,  and  who  were  usually  called 
the  proselytes  of  righteousness,  they  were  according  to  the  Mosaic 
constitution  to  be  circumcised,  and  to  observe  the  whole  law  of 
Moses,  and  its  peculiar  rites :  and  hence  the  strictest  among  the 
judaizing  Christians,  such  as  those  mentioned.  Acts  xv.  1,  5,  were 
for  having  this  law  of  proselytism  observed  with  regard  to  those  of 
the  Gentiles  that  were  to  be  taken  into  the  church.  They  would 
have  them  circumcised  in  order  to  their  acknowledging  them  as 
brethren,  and  as  belonging  to  the  same  body.  But  in  the  council 
that  was  convened  to  judge  of  this  matter  St.  Peter  declared,  with 
whom  the  other  arposties  agreed,  that  as  God  had  put  no  difference 
between  the  Gentiles  and  Jews,  but  had  given  them  the  HolyQhost 
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without  their  being  circumcisedy  so  they  ought,  without  being  cir* 
cumcised  or  oblig^  to  observe  the  law,  to  be  regarded  by  the  Chris- 
tian Jews  as  their  brethren,  and  as  making  up  one  body  or  sacred 
society  with  them  in  Jesus  Christ.  So  that  it  is  so  far  m>m  being 
true,  as  this  writer  asserts,  p.  361,  that  they  would  not  allow  the 
Gentiles  the  privileges  of  Christ's  kingdom  except  they  were  prose- 
lyted or  naturalized,  and  thereby  entered  into  their  national  inclosure 
and  separation  from  the  rest  of  the  world :  and  that  therefore  Peter» 
who  had  the  keys,  shut  the  gates  of  the  kingdom  against  the  whole 
Gentile  world  that  would  not  submit  to  the  law  of  proselytism  or 
Jewish  naturalization ;  and  that  this  point  was  carried  in  the  first 
council  at  Jerusalem,  by  all  the  Jewish  apostles,  elders,  and 
brethren,  against  all  St.  Paul's  remonstrances  and  earnest  endea- 
vours to  the  contrary: — I  say,  this  is  so  far  from  being  true,  that  the 
very  contrai^  to  this  is  manifestly  true ;  that  St.  Peter  and  the 
whole  councd  carried  it,  that  the  Gentiles  should  not  be  obliged  to 
submit  to  the  law  of  proselytism  or  Jewish  naturalization,  which 
necessarily  included  their  being  circumcised  and  obliged  to  observe 
the  law. 

With  regard  to  the  proselytes  of  the  gate,  as  they  are  usually 
called,  that  is,  those  among  the  Gentiles  that  worshipped  the  true 
God  but  were  not  circumcised,  though  they  were  allowed  to  live 
among  them,  they  were  never  regarded  as  naturalized  or  entered  into 
their  national  inclosure :  nor  doth  it  appear  that  the  law  of  Moses 
required  that  they  should  abstain  from  things  strangled  and  from 
blood :  on  the  contrary,  that  law  allowed  them  to  eat  that  which 
died  of  itself,  and  which  therefore  had  the  blood  in  it,  Deut  xiv. 
21,  which  was  not  allowed  either  to  the  natural  Jews,  or  to  the  pro- 
selytes of  righteousness.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  if  the  Jerusalem 
council  required  these  things  of  the  Gentile  converu,  it  was  not  be- 
cause this  was  the  very  law  of  proselytism  enjoined  by  Moses.  For 
the  things  required  in  the  apostolical  decree  were  not  the  things  pre- 
cisely required  and  insisted  upon  in  that  law,  either  with  r^ard  to 
the  proselytes  of  righteousness,  or  the  proselytes  of  the  gate.  Of 
the  former  more  was  required  than  is  ursed  in  that  decree;  of  the 
latter,  not  so  much.  They  did  not  therefore  in  that  prohibition  go 
merely  upon  the  authority  and  law  of  Moses.  They  only  declare 
that  it  seemed  fit  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  them,  to  lay  upon  the 
brethren  no  greater  burden  than  the  things  urged  in  that  decree. 
So  that  it  was  they  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  by 
his  authority,  that  laid  these  injunctions  upon  the  Uentile  converts, 
and  they  did  not  put  them  upon  them,  aswnat  they  were  bound  to  by 
the  law  of  Moses,  which  they  were  under  no  obligation  to  observe. 

If  it  be  inquired,  upon  what  reason  they  proceeded  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  why  it  seemed  fit  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  to  them,  to  lay 
these  mj  unctions  upon  the  Gentile  converts :  the  circumstances  and 
true  state  of  the  case  must  be  considered.  Though  the  Jews  were 
wont  to  regard  the  proselytes  of  the  eate,  who  worshipped  the  true 
God  without  being  circumcised,  as  the  pious  among  the  Gentiles, 
yet  they  still  looked  upon  them  as  Gentiles^  though  not  idolaters ; 
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and  were  so  far  from  regarding  them  as  brethren,  or  belonging  to 
the  same  body  or  church  with  themselves  (as  they  did  the  proselytes 
of  righteousness  who  were  circumcised,  and  observed  the  wnole  law), 
that  they  would  not  converse  familiarly  or  eat  with  them  ;*  see  Acts 
x/28.  XI.  3.  But  now  by  the  Christian  institution  the  Jews  were 
to  regard  all  those  among  the  Gentiles  that  believed  in  Christ  and 
embraced  his  gospel,  as  members  of  the  same  church,  and  forming 
one  body  with  themselves  under  Christ  the  Head,  without  their  being 
circumcised,  or  obliged  to  observe  the  law  of  Moses  at  all.  This 
was  a  new  doctrine  to  the  Jews,  and  was  in  effect  a  destroying  the 
peculium  of  the  Jews,  and  establishing  a  new  constitution,  or  erect- 
ing a  new  church  consisting  of  Jews  and  Gentiles,  into  which  it 
was  not  necessary  to  be  initiated  by  circumcision.  But  though  the 
Gentiles  were  thus  to  be  admitted  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  church 
privileges  under  the  Gospel  without  beine  obliged  to  the  Mosaic 
law,  yet  it  seemed  fit  to  lay  some  injunctions  upon  them,  without 
which,  as  the  case  then  stood,  such  a  near  and  intimate  communion 
between  Jews  and  Gentiles,  as  all  belonging  to  one  church  and 
sacred  society,  would  have  been  impracticable.  To  this  end  they 
were  to  abstain  from  every  thing  that  had  the  appearance  of  coun* 
tenancing  the  heathen  idolatry;  and  Dr.  Spencer  hath  taken  great 
pains  to  show,  that  the  several  things  prohibited  in  this  decree 
were  regarded  as  signs  of  idolatry  or  etnnicism,  and  were  used 
among  the  heathen  in  their  idol-worship.  +  Of  this  kind  was 
not  only  the  eating  things  offered  unto  idols,  but  the  eating  blood  and 
things  strangled,  both  which  were  things  to  which  the  Jews  had  the 
highest  aversion  and  abhorrence;  and  the  allowing  the  Gentile 
converts  to  eat  those  things  as  the  case  was  then  circumstanced, 
would  have  absolutely  prevented  the  Jews  eating  with  their  Gentile 
brethren,  or  having  that  intimate  Society  and  communion  with  them 
which  was  proper  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  true  harmony  as  became 
members  of  the  same  church.  And  as  all  manner  of  impurity  was 
extremely  common  aYnong  the  Gentiles,  and  even  an  attendant  of 
their  idol-worship,  it  was  thought  proper  to  mention  this  particular- 
ly, that  as  a  holy  people  to  the  Lord  they  should  abstain  from  all 
impurity  and  uncleanness  and  unlawful  mixtures.  For  that  the  word 
wopvBia,  fornication,  is  often  used  as  a  general  word  for  all  impurity, 
is  very  well  known. 

These  are  the  things  expressly  mentioned  in  the  apostolical 
decree.  They  are  all  there  called  necessary  things.  But  it  is  not 
declared  or  explained  in  what  sense  they  were  so.  If  they  were  ne- 
cessary at  all  upon  any  account,  whether  at  that  time  or  perpetually, 
it  is  sufficient  to  answer  the  import  of  the  word.  And  though  they 
are  all  comprised  in  one  word  *  necessary,'  it  doth  not  follow  that  they 
are  all  equally  and  absolutely  necessary.  The  abstaining  from  for- 
nication appeared,  both  from  the  reason  of  the  thing,  and  from  many 
express  passages  of  the  New  Testament,  to  be  of  moral  and  perpetual 

*  In  this  the  latter  constitations  of  the  Jews  had  carried  it  to  a  greater  striotneas  thao 
the  original  law  of  Moses.   See  Selden  de  jure  nat.  &  Gent.  lib.  ii.  cap.  5. 
t  Sm  Spenoer.  de  Legib.  Hebr.  Lib.  ii.  diaaert.  in  Acta  zr.  20. 
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obli^tion*  But  if  oiber  things  mentioned  in  that  decree  were  only 
forbidden,  because  they  were  looked  upon  at  that  time  as  outwara 
signs  of  communion  with  the  heathen  idolaters  in  their  superstition 
and  false  worship,  and  because  they  would  have  proved  matter  of 
great  scandal  and  offence  to  the  Jews,  and  would  have  absolutely 
cut  off  brotherly  correspondence  between  them  and  the  Gentiles,  as 
brethren  and  of  the  same  body  with  themselves,  this  was  a  valuable 
end,  and  sufficient  to  justify  that  prohibition,  and  show  the  season- 
ableness  and  necessity  of  it  at  that  time.  And  on  this  supposition, 
when  the  situation  of  things  was  altered,  the  reason  of  the  injunc- 
tion, and  the  necessity  arising  from  it,  might  cease. 

But  in  whatever  way  we  understand  that  decree,  there  is  not  the 
least  proof  that  ever  the  apostle  Paul  counteracted  it;  or  that  ever 
there  was  the  least  difference  between  him  and  the  other  apostles 
on  that  head.  As  to  fornication,  which  is  forbidden  in  that  decree, 
it  is  evident  that  it  is  frequently  expressly  forbidden  in  St.  Paul's 
epistles,  and  that  prohibition  is  enforced  with  arguments  that  show 
it  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation.  With  regard  to  meats  offered  to 
idols,  St.  Paul  doth  not  allow  the  Gentile  converts  to  eat  things 
offered  to  idols  in  the  idol  temple,  because  that  was  plainly  to 
countenance  idolatry ;  and  he  represents  it  as  a  being  partaker  of 
the  table  of  devils,  and  as  having  fellowship  with  devils.  And 
as  to  meats  in  private  houses,  if  they  were  told  that  they  had  been 
offered  unto  idols,  they  were  not  to  eat  of  them  for  fear  of  giving 
scandal.  So  that  in  this  sense  he  thought  it  necessary  to  abstain 
from  these  things.  As  to  blood  and  thmgs  strangled,  the  apostle 
nowhere  mentions  them  in  any  of  his  epistles,  and  therefore  it 
cannot  be  proved  that  he  ever  taught  the  Gentiles  to  eat  them,  nor 
consequently  can  it  be  proved,  tnat  in  this  he  contradicted  that 
decree.  If  his  general  declarations,  that  nothing  is  unclean  of  itself, 
that  every  creature  of  God  is  good,  and  to  be  received  with  thanks- 

fiving,  and  that  they  were  to  eat  whatsoever  was  sold  in  the  sham- 
les,  asking  no  question  for  conscience'  sake,  be  judged  an  allowance 
to  eat  blo<Kl,  8cc.  then  our  Saviour's  declaration  which  St  Matthew 
and  Mark  take  notice  of,  that  nothing  thatentereth  into  the  mouth, 
and  passeth  into  the  draught  defileth  a  man,  may  be  equally  thought 
an  allowance  to  eat  things  strangled  and  blood.  And  it  may  be  ar- 
gued, that  the  apostles,  who  knew  of  this  declaration  of  our  Lord, 
and  particularly  the  apostle  Peter,  who  had  been  taught  by  a  vision 
from  heaven  not  to  call  any  thing  common  or  unclean,  did  not  by 
things  necessary  in  that  decree  intend  to  signify  that  all  these  thii^ 
were  perpetually  necessary  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  but  necessary 
at  that  time,  and  in  that  circumstance  of  things.  And  any  one  that 
knows  any  thing  of  the  apostle  Paul's  doctrine,  cannot  but  be  sensi- 
ble that  he  thought  it  necessary  in  case  of  giving  offence  to  weak 
consciences,  to  abstain  from  things  which,  otherwise  and  in  them- 
selves considered,  he  judged  lawful.  So  that  upon  the  whole  it 
doth  not  appear  but  that  he  entirely  approved  of  that  decree,  and 
of  the  principles  upon  which  it  proceeded.  This  writer  himself  ob- 
serveth  '  that  it  was  resolved  in  the  Jerusalem  council  to  lay  no 
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fkriher  burden  upon  the  Gentile  converts  than  a  few  things  which 
were  thought  necessary  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  them,  to  avoid  the 
appearance  of  idolatry,  and  that  the  Gentile  proselytes  might  not 
seem  to  countenance  the  temple-worship  of  the  heathens, '  p.  59. 
And  if  this  was  the  necessity  intended,  it  was  perfectlv  a^reeaole  to 
the  sentiments  of  the  apostle  Paul.  This  writer  indeed  pretends 
that  St.  Paul,  not  submitting  to  that  decree,  raised  fresh  troubles  and 
disturbances  in  the  church.  But  there  is  not  the  least  hint  of  this 
kind  either  in  the  Acts  or  the  Epistles,  nor  was  there  ever  any  ac- 
cusation brought  against  him  on  this  account.  On  the  contraiy  we 
are  expressly  told  that  Paul  and  Silas,  in  their  progress  to  visit  the 
churches,  as  they  passed  through  the  cities  delivered  them  the  de- 
crees to  keep  that  were  ordained  of  the  apostles  and  elders  which 
were  at  Jerusalem,  Acts  xvi.  4.  And  at  his  last  coming  to  Jerusalem, 
when  he  returned  from  his  great  progress  in  preaching  to  the  idol- 
atrous Gentiles,  though  St.  James  and  the  elders  that  were  with  him 
mention  the  apostolical  decree,  they  do  not  say  one  word  of  St.  Paul's 
having  acted  against  it,  but  glorified  God  for  what  he  had  done  a- 
mongst  the  Gentiles,  Acts  xxi.  19 — 25.  And  whereas  he  talks  of  a 
very  material  difference  between  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  about  the 
law  of  proselvtism,  there  is  not  the  least  account  of  any  difference 
they  ever  had  on  this  head.  For  the  difference  referred  to  Gal.  ii. 
doth  not  properly  relate  to  that  matter,  nor  indeed  to  any  difference 
of  sentiment  between  those  two  great  apostles.  On  the  contrary, 
St.  Paul  blames  Peter  for  having  acted  in  a  manner  not  very  agree- 
able to  that  doctrine  in  which  they  were  both  agreed,  and  not  very 
consistent  with  the  design  of  the  apostolical  decree,  which  manifestly 
was  to  engage  Jews  and  Gentiles  to  cultivate  a  brotherly  communion 
with  one  another. 

Thus  after  all  the  stir  this  author  makes  about  the  mighty  differ- 
ences between  St.  Paul  and  the  other  apostles,  it  appears  tliere  was 
a  harmony  between  them  in  their  doctrines :  and  that  therefore  there 
is  no  need  of  considering  the  pretended  difficulty  of  deciding  the 
controversies  between  them  by  miracles.  The  miracles  they  wrought 
all  concurred  to  give  an  illustrious  attestation  to  the  same  gospel 
which  was  uniformly  preached  by  them  all.  And  whereas  he  tells 
us  that  Timothy  was  the  only  teacher  in  that  age  that  heartily  join- 
ed with  St  Paul,  and  that  St.  Peter,  John  Mark,  and  Barnabas, 
and  all  the  other  apostles  and  apostolical  teachers,  thought  themselves 
obliged  at  last  to  separate  from  St.  Paul,  because  they  could  not  agree 
to  absolve  the  Jewish  converts  from  their  obligation  to  the  Mosaical 
Law,  and  left  him  to  preach  his  own  gospel  his  own  way :  this  is 
asserted  without  any  foundation  in  the  inspired  writings  to  support  it. 
What  was  the  cause  of  John  Mark's  leaving  Paul,  of  which  we  have 
an  account.  Acts  xiii.  13,  we  are  not  told.  But  there  is  not  the  least 
hint  that  it  was  for  any  such  reason  as  this  writer  pretends.  And 
if  Barnabas  was,  as  he  insinuates,  as  much  offended  as  Mark,  and 
for  the  same  reason,  why  did  he  not  then  leave  him  too?  instead  of 
which  we  find  him  after  '  this  joining  with  Paul  in  preaching  the 
Gospel  throughout  Uie  lesser  Asia,  and  suffering  persecutions  on  the 
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account  of  it  as  well  as  he.  And  he  was  ready  to  have  gone  with 
him  another  progress,  and  would  have  taken  Mark  with  him  too, 
which  Paul  would  not  sufifer,  because  he  had  left  them  abruptly  in^ 
their  former  progress.  And  this,  and  not  any  difference  between 
them  in  doctrine,  was  the  cause  of  the  contention  that  then  arose 
between  Paul  and  Barnabas.  But  it  is  plain  from  St.  PauPs  own 
epistles,  that  this  Mark,  whom  our  author  supposes  to  have  entirely 
separated  from  him  upon  the  di£ference  between  them  in  doctrines, 
was,  after  that  separation  mentioned  Acts  xiii.  13,  signally  helpful 
to  him ;  and  especially  in  the  latter  part  of  St.  Paul's  life,  when  his 
opposition  to  the  law  must  have  been  much  better  known  than  it 
could  have  been  at  the  time  that  Mark  first  left  him,  which  was  iu 
the  beginning  of  his  first  progress.  In  some  of  his  last  epistles  he 
calls  him  one  of  his  fellow-labourers,  and  fellow-workers  unto  the 
kingdom  of  God ;  and  saith  that  he  had  been  a  comfort  to  him, 
and  was  profitable  to  him  for  the  ministry,  Philem.  24.  Col.  iv.  10, 
11.  2  Tim.  iv.  11.  And  the  same  Mark  is  also  mentioned  by  St. 
Peter  with  great  regard,  1  Pet.  v.  13,  where  he  calls  him  his  son. 
Silas  or  Silvanus  was  also  a  person  of  eminent  note  among  the 
Jewish  Christians  at  Jerusalem,  as  appears  from  Acts  xv.  22,  32. 
And  he  went  along  with  St.  Paul  in  nis  second  progress,  who  joins 
him  and  Timothy  with  himself  in  the  inscriptions  of  his  two  Epistles 
to  the  Thessalonians  ;  and  assures  the  Corinthians  that  the  gospel 

£  reached  by  all  three  was  entirely  the  same,  and  that  they  perfectly 
armonised  in  it,  2  Cor.  i.  19.  This  is  that  Silvanus  whom  St. 
Peter  calls  a  faithful  brother,  and  whom  he  sent  to  confirm  the 
churches,  1  Pet.  v.  12.  And  this  is  another  proof  of  the  great 
harmony  there  was  between  those  two  great  aposlles  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul.  The  same  persons  were  assistant  to  them  both,  sometimes 
to  one,  sometimes  to  the  other,  in  preaching  the  same  gospel.  To 
which  may  be  added  what  commendation  I  mentioned  before  the 
great  St.  Peter  gives  of  St.  Paul,  and  of  his  writings  a  little  before 
his  own  death,  2  Pet.  iii.  15,  16.  It  is  evident  therefore  that 
when  St.  Paul  sometimes  calls  the  gospel  he  preached  his  gospel, 
it  could  not  be  his  intention  to  insinuate  that  it  was  a  gospel  differ^ 
ent  from  what  the  other  apostles  preached  and  taught.  For  he 
represents  Christians  as  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles 
and  prophets,  Eph.  ii.  20 ;  and  speaking  of  the  mystery  of  calling 
the  Gentiles  to  be  fellow-heirs  and  of  the  same  bodfy  with  the  Jews, 
which  he  represents  as  made  known  to  him  by  special  immediate 
revelation,  he  expressly  declares  that  this  mystery  was  then  also  re- 
vealed unto  the  holy  apostles  and  prophets  by  tne  Spirit,  Eph.  iii. 
2,  3,  5. 

There  needs  nothing  more  to  be  said  concerning  the  pretended 
difference  between  St.  Paul  and  the  other  apostles. 

But  I  cannot  pass  it  by  without  some  notice  that,  notwithstanding 
the  veneration  he  professes  for  that  great  apostle,  the  representation 
he  makes  of  his  conduct  at  his  trial  is  such  as  under  pretence  of  vin- 
dicating him  insinuates  several  reflections  upon  his  character.  He 
observes,  that  the  apostle  does  not  own  that  which  was  the  chief 
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matter  of  complaint  against  him,  and  the  ground  of  all  his  persecu- 
tions by  the  Jews^  namely  that  in  all  their  synagogues  in  Greece  and 
Asia  Minor  he  had  maintained  that  the  law  was  abrogated  by  Christ's 
death  and  resurrection,  and  that  in  Christ  there  was  no  difference 
between  Jew  and  Gentile,  pp.  67,  68.  To  which  it  is  sufficient  to 
answer,  that  it  was  not  the  apostle's  business  to  accuse  himself. 
He  puts  his  adversaries  upon  tne  proof,  and  it  is  evident  they  were 
not  able  to  prove  the  charge  they  brought  against  him.  Nor  was 
it  true  in  fact,  as  I  have  shown,  that  he  had  preached  in  all  the 
synagogues  that  the  Jews  were  absolved  from  tne  obligation  of  the 
Mosaic  Law.  - 

The  Asiatic  Jews  ♦  were  not  capable  of  making  good  their  accusa* 
tion  against  him  ;  and  thought  tnerefore  to  have  run  him  down  by 
general  clamours,  concerning  his  raising  tumults,  and  profaning  the 
temple.  The  defence  Paul  makes  for  himself  is  just  and  noble,  and 
hath  a  becoming  freedom  and  boldness  in  it  as  well  as  caution.  He 
denies  the  charge  of  sedition  and  tumult,  of  profaning  the  temple, 
or  of  having  offended  against  the  law,  but  at  the  same  time  never 
in  the  least  disguised  his  being  a  Christian :  he  freely  owns  that  after 
the  way  which  they  called  heresy  so  worshipped  he  the  God  of  his 
fathers,  and  at  the  same  time  declares,  what  was  literally  true,  that 
he  believed  all  things  which  were  written  in  the  law  and  the  prophets. 
He  with  a  noble  zeal  bore  an  illustrious  testimony  to  our  Lord  that 
he  was  the  Christ,  and  that  he  had  risen  from  the  dead,  and  had 
sent  him  to  preach  to  the  Gentiles;  whigh  was  the  principal  thing 
that  provoked  the  Jews  in  the  first  apology  he  made  for  himself  be- 
fore then>.  Acts  xxii.  21,  22.  ,  And  whereas  this  writer  insinuate^ 
that  till  his  last  defence  before  Agrippa  and  Festus,  Paul  had  not 
owned  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  which  was  the  main 
point  that  had  raised  the  malice  of  the  Jews  against  him,  but 
only  asserted  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  in  general ;  which  they 
believed  as  well  as  he,  p.  67.  This  is  far  from  being  a  true  represen- 
tation :  for  it  appears,  from  the  account  Festus  himself  gives  Agrippa, 
that  before  the  apology  Paul  made  in  the  presence  of  that  pnnce 
he  had  affirmed,  not  merely  the  resurrection  in  general,  but  the  re- 
surrection of  Jesus,  and  that  this  was  the  great  question  between 

*  The  Asian  Jews  mentioned  Aotszxi.  27  were  not,  as  this  writer  pretends.  Christian 
Jews  that  believed  in  Jesus,  but  they  were  unbelieving  Jews  who  were  enraged  at  him 
for  preachin^f  up  Jesus  as  ibe  Messiah,  and  for  preaching  the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles, 
which  thej  interpreted  as  an  endeavour  to  draw  the  people  from  Moses.  And  on  the 
same  account  they  also  persecuted  the  other  apostles  and  Christians,  as  is  plain  in  the 
case  of  Stephen,  and  the  apostles  James  and  Peter.  It  was  the  unbelieving  Jews  that 
were  the  authors  of  all  the  tumults  and  persecutions  that  were  raised  against  St.  Paul, 
and  not,  as  this  writer  asserts,  the  Jews  that  professed  to  believe  in  Cbrist.  Nor  can 
anj  thing  be  more  false  than  that  which  he  concludes  his  whole  account  of  this  matter 
with,  pp.  80,  81,  that  it  is  evident  from  all  the  memoirs  of  this  great  apostle's  life  in 
the  history  of  the  Acts,  and  his  own  genuine  epistles,  that  all  his  sufferings  and  perse- 
cutions all  along  arose  from  his  struggling  against  the  superstition  of  the  Christian  Jews, 
and  their  pretended  religious  obligations  to  the  law  of  Moses,  which  thev  thought  them- 
selves still  as  much  obliged  b j  as  before.  Whereas  not  one  of  the  persecutions  there 
mentioned  were  raised  against  him  bj  the  Christian  Jews  that  denied  that  Jesus  was  the 
Christ. 
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him  and  the  Jews.  Festus  tells  Agrippa  that  the  Jews  had  certain 
questions  against  Paul  of  their  own  superstition,  and  of  one  Jesus 
which  was  dead^  whom  Paul  affirmed  to  be  alive,  Acts  xxv.  19. 
And  the  connexion  there  was  between  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  and 
the  eeneral  resurrection,  both  in  the  truth  of  the  thing,  and  in  St. 
Paul's  own  scheme,  was  such,  that  the  apostle  might  justly  represent 
himself  as  called  in  question  about  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  when 
he  was  called  in  question  about  the  resurrection  of  Jesus,  the  best 
proof  and  pledge  of  it.  And  in  fact  that  was  the  great  reason  why 
the  Sadducees,  the  professed  enemies  of  the  resurrection,  were  so 
zealous  against  the  Christian  scheme.  Though  we  do  not  hear  much 
of  their  opposition  to  Christ  before,  yet  no  sooner  did  the  apobtles 
begin  to  preach  Christ's  resurrection,  but  they  appeared  to  be  the 
mostzealous  adversaries  of  the  gospel.  For  they  saw,  thatif  Christ's 
resurrection  from  the  dead  was  believed  to  be  true,  it  would  be  a 
sensible  proof  of  the  resurrection  and  a  future  state.  Thus  we  are 
told,  Acts  iv.  1,2,  that  the  Sadducees  came  upon  the  apostles, 
being  grieved  that  they  taught  the  people,  and  preached  tnrough 
Jesus  the  resurrection  from  the  dead.  And  again,  v.  17,  that 
the  sect  of  the  Sadducees  being  filled  with  indignation  laid  hands 
on  the  apostles,  and  put  them  in  prison.  It  was  not  therefore  with- 
out reason  that  the  apostle  Pitul  declared,  that  he  was  called  in 
Siestion  concerning  the  hope  and  resurrection  of  the  dead ;  since 
is  was  really  one  chief  thing,  though  not  the  only  one,  that  stirred 
up  the  malice  and  spite  o£  his  enemies,  especially  of  the  Sadducees, 
several  of  whom  he  saw  in  the  council,  and  who  were  his  cfaiefest 
and  most  implacable  adversaries.  Acts  xxiii.  6,  7,  8. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


The  author's  pretence  that  the  apocalypse  is  most  properly  the  Christian  revelation, 
and  that  it  is  there  that  we  are  principally  to  look  for  the  doctrines  of  Christianitj, 
considered.  There  is  nothing  in  that  book  to  countenance  the  worship  of  angels, 
invocation  of  saints,  or  prayers  for  the  dead.  Salvation  is  not  there  confined  to  the 
Jews  only.  His  account  of  the  fifth  monarchy  which  he  pretends  is  foretold  in  that 
book,  shown  to  be  false  and  absurd.  The  attempt  he  makes  against  the  whole  canon 
of  the  New  Testament,  under  pretence  that  it  was  corrupted  and  interpolated  by  the 
Jews,  and  that  Christ's  own  disciples  reported  doctrines  and  facts  according  to  their 
own  false  notions  and  prejudices,  examined  and  disproved. 

Nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  that  our  author  makes  use  of 
the  term.  Christian  Jew,  with  a  design  to  expose  our  Saviour  and 
his  aposlles,  and  the  whole  New  Testament.  And  the  more  effec- 
tually to  answer  that  design  he  is  pleased  to  ascribe  several  senti- 
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ments  to  the  Christian  Jews,  and  as  making  up  part  of  what  he 
calls  the  Jewish  Gospel,  which  he  thinks  he  can  prove  to  be  absurd 
and  false,  and  some  of  which  really  are  so.  And  for  a  proof  that 
these  were  their  doctrines,  he  refers  us,  not  to  the  gospels  or  to  the 
epistles  written  by  the  apostles  ofour  Lord,  but  to  the  Apocalypse, 
which  he  represents  as  a  system  of  Jewish  Christianity,  in  hopes,  I 
suppose,  to  take  advantage  from  the  obscure  and  figurative  style  of 
that  book.  He  thinks  ^  Sir  Isaac  Newton  has  proved  it  to  be  a 
genuine  work  of  St.  John,  and  that  it  was  written  in  Nero's  time, 
two  or  three  years  before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,'  p.  364.  And 
be  tells  us,  that  this  book  is  most  ^properly  the  Christian  revelation, 
or  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  is  the  very  title  of  that  book : 
whereas  no  other  book  of  the  New  Testament  assumes  or  claims  any 
such  character.'  p.  369.  But  it  is  evident  from  the  express  declar- 
ation of  the  book  itself,  that  it  was  not  so  properly  and  immediately 
designed  to  be  a  revelation  of  doctrines,  as  to  be  a  revelation  of  future 
events.  It  is  called  the  ^  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ  to  show  unto 
his  servants  the  thin^  which  must  shortly  come  to  pass,'  chap.  i.  1. 
And  again  it  is  called  ^  this  prophecy,'  chap.  xxii.  19.  It  is  there- 
fore a  poor  trifling  observation,  that  no  other  book  of  the  New 
Testament  has  the  word  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  title  of  it 
If  he  could  prove  that  no  other  b(k>k  of  the  New  Testament  was 
^ven  by  inspiration  of  God  (as  the  apostle  Paul  tells  us  all  Scripture 
is)  or  was  designed  to  instruct  us  in  the  doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ, 
this  would  be  something  to  the  purpose.  And  he  shows  his  good 
will  this  way,  by  observmg,  that  the  epistles  and  gospels  '  contain 
nothing  but  historical  accounts  of  facts,  or  practical  rules  and  ex- 
hortations,' 8ic.  But  nothing  can  be  more  manifest  to  any  one  that 
ever  read  those  writings,  than  that  they  abound  with  instructions  in 
point  of  doctrine.  And  from  these  writings  we  should  have  a  full 
account  of  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  though  no  such  book  as  the 
Apocalypse  had  ever  been  written  at  all.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  a 
truly  inspired  book,  and  of  considerable  use.  But  the  authority  of 
the  Christian  revelation,  and  the  discovery  of  its  doctrines,  doth  not 
at  all  peculiarly  depend  upon  that  book ;  though  all  that  is  there 
said  occasionally  concerning  any  of  the  Christian  doctrines,  is  agree- 
able to  what  is  delivered  in  the  other  books  of  the  New  Testament. 
But  let  us  examine  the  account  he  pretends  to  give  of  the  doc- 
trines of  that  book.  First  he  tells  us,  tliat '  the  Christian  Jews  soon 
fell  into  gross  idolatrjr,  and  set  up  a  great  number  of  mediators  and 
intercessors  with  God  instead  of  one.'  And  this  he  pretends  to  prove 
from  the  Apocalypse,  pp.  364,  365,  and  again  p.  372.  That  the 
^mediatorial  worsnip  of^ saints  and  angels,  and  prayers  for  the  dead, 
are  all  plainly  founded  in  this  book.'  To  show  that  the  angels  are 
there  represented  as  mediators  between  God  and  ns,  he  observes, 
that  the  '  twenty-four  elders,  or  principal  angels  which  stood  before 
the  throne,  are  represented  as  having  golden  censers  in  their  hands 
full  of  incense,  which  is  the  prayers  of  the  saints.'  But  what  if  the 
four  and  twenty  elders  be  only  the  representatives  of  the  Christian 
ichurch,  and  the  harps  and  vials  full  of  odours,  be  only  designed  to 
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be  a  representation,  in  the  figurative  style  of  prophecy,  of  the  worship 
paid  to  God  in  the  church,  which  is  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  interpreta- 
tion ?  then  the  author's  inference  from  it  falls  to  the  ground.  And 
that  the  elders  there  mentioned  are  not  to  be  understood,  as  he  would 
have  it,  of  the  i)rincipal  angels,  is  manifest,  both  because  the  angels 
are  plainly  distinguished  from  the  elders.  Rev.  v.  11,  and  vii.  11, 
and  oecause  those  elders  are  represented,  in  their  song  to  the  Lamb, 
as  blessing  him  for  having  redeemed  them  *  unto  Crod  by  his  blood 
out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation,'  chap.  v. 
9,  10. 

There  is  another  passage  in  that  book,  though  not  mentioned  by 
this  writer,  that  seems  at  first  view  much  more  to  his  purpose  than 
that  which  he  produces,  viz.  that  concerning  the  angel  which  'stood 
at  the  altar,  having  a  golden  censer,  to  whom  was  given  much  in- 
cense, that  he  should  offer  it  with  the  pi-ayers  of  all  saints;'  and 
that  the  '  smoke  of  the  incense,  which  came  with  the  prayers  of  the 
saints,  ascended  up  before  God  out  of  the  angel's  hand,'  Rev.  viii. 
3,  4.  But  the  word  angel  admits  of  so  many  senses  in  that  book, 
that  no  argument  can  be  drawn  from  it.  The  bishops  or  ministers 
of  the  churches  are  called  the  angels  of  the  churches.  An  aogel  is 
represented  as  having  the  '  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  unto  them 
that  dwell  on  the  earth,  to  eveiv  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue, 
and  people,*  chap.  xiv.  6,  7.  Where  by  the  angel  is  meant  all  those 
persons  that  were  employed  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  to  call  men 
to  the  true  worship  or  God.  And  as  heaven,  and  the  temple,  and 
altar  there  often  signify,  in  this  prophecy,  the  visible  Christian 
church  on  earth,  and  the  worship  there  performed ;  so  the  angel 
'  standing  at  the  altar,  having  a  golden  censer,  and  offering  up  the 
prayers  of  the  saints  upon  the  golden  altar,  with  much  incense,' 
may  be  designed  to  signify  no  more  than  this,  that  the  ministers  of 
the  Christian  church  offered  up  to  God  their  own  prayers  and  those 
of  the  people  in  solemn  acts  of  public  worship,  and  that  those 

frayers  found  a  graciogs  acceptance  with  God.  Thus  when  the 
^salmist  saith.  Psalm  cxli.  2,  '  Let  my  prayer  be  set  forth  before 
thee  as  incense,'  it  signifies  no  more  than  if  he  had  said.  Let  my 
prayers  be  favourably  accepted ;  there  is  nothing  in  this  interpreta- 
tion but  what  is  agreeable  to  the  style  of  this  book.  But  if  we 
should  suppose  that  the  angel  here  is  spoken  of  in  allusion  to  the 
high  priest  under  the  law  on  the  day  of  expiation,  then  it  is  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  is  here  represented  by  the  angel,  as  being 
the  only  High  Priest  of  the  Christian  church  in  the  constant  lan- 
guage of  the  New  Testament.  And  his  being  here  called  an  angel 
IS  no  objection  against  this,  since  he  is  represented  under  a  variety 
of  images  in  this  book.  And  since  this  author  grants  St  John  to 
have  been  the  author  of  the  Apocalypse,  it  is  but  reasonable  that  the 
figurative  language  of  this  book  should  be  understood  in  a  con- 
formity to  the  declared  sentiments  of  this  great  apostle.  Now  we 
find  him  elsewhere  plainly  signifying,  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  only  advocate  with  the  Father,  as  well  as  the  only  propitiation 
for  our  sins.  1  John  if.  1, 2.      And  in  his  gospel  he  represents  out 
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Saviour  as  encouraging  his  disciples  to  ask  the  Father  in  his  name, 
as  the  only  Mediator  through  whom  their  prayers  would  be  accepted. 
John  xiv.  6 — 13.  xvi.  23 — 26.  To  which  it  may  be  added,  that 
this  very  book  of  the  Revelation  contains  as  express  a  declaration 
against  the  worship  of  angels,  as  any  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  whole 
scripture.  See  Rev.  xix.  10,  xxii.  9,  where  the  angel  twice  forbids 
John  to  worship  him.  Our  author  endeavours  to  evade  this,  by 
saying,  that  *  the  worship  of  angels  was  then  only  mediatorial,  and 
not  immediate  and  direct ;  and  therefore  the  angel  refused  St.  John's 
immediate  direct  adoration,  when  he  was  going  to  pay  it  him.'  But 
certainly  St.  John  never  intended  to  worship  the  angel  as  the  su- 
preme God,  or  as  the  Lamb  ;  it  was  only  an  inferior  worship  he  in- 
tended to  render  him.  In  the  transports  of  his  gratitude  and  respect 
he  threw  himself  at  his  feet,  and  was  for  paying  him  an  inferior 
religious  homage ;  and  yet  even  this  the  angel  would  not  allow,  but 
expressly  forbade  it,  as  St.  Peter  had  done  in  a  like  case  to  Cornelius, 
to  showhow  far  we  should  be  from  doing  any  thing  that  looks  like 
rendering  a  religious  worship  to  inferior  beings ;  adding  a  reason 
for  it,  because  he  was  his  fellow-servant,  a  servant  of  God  and  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  well  as  he. 

What  our  author  offers  to  prove,  that  this  book  teacheth  the 
*  invocation  of  saints  at  their  tombs,'  and  *  prayere  for  the  dead,* 
hath  not  so  much  as  the  shadow  of  an  argument  He  observes, 
that  '  St.  John  saw  the  souls  of  them  that  had  been  slain  for  the 
word  of  God,  crying  out,  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true,  dost 
thou  not  judge  and  avenge  our  blood  on  them  that  dwell  on  the 
earth  V  chap.  vi.  9,  10.  From  whence  he  argues,  that  *  if  the  de- 
parted saints  and  martyrs  are  still  in  such  a  state  of  earnest  desire 
and  expectation  of  a  complete  deliverance,  we  ought  surely  to  pray 
for  them  as  they  do  for  us,  and  even  pray  to  them,  or  request  their 
prayers  and  intercessions  with  God  for  us,  whenever  we  apprehend 
them  present.'  p.  396.  Let  us  ^rant  that  the  saints  above,  or  church 
triumphant,  do  pray  to  God  in  behalf  of  the  church  miUtant  on 
earth,  for  putting  a  stop  to  persecuting  rage  and  violence,  and  for 
promoting  the  interests  of  his  kingdom,  of  piety,  righteousness,  and 
charity  among  men  ;  there  is  nothing  in  this  but  what  may  well  be 
supposed,  nor  did  any  understanding  protestant  ever  deny  it.  But 
says  he,  *  then  we  ought  to  pray  for  them  as  they  do  for  us :'  and 
if  by  praying  for  them  be  meant  no  more  than  our  praying  that  the 
time  may  be  hastened  when  their  and  our  felicity  and  glory  shall 
be  completed  at  the  resurrection,  when  the  whole  general  assembly 
and  church  of  the  first-bom  shall  be  fully  accomplished  and  glorified : 
such  a  communion  as  this  between  that  part  of  the  church  and  family 
of  God  which  is  yet  militant  on  earth,  and  that  part  of  it  which  is 
triumphant  above,  they  concerned  for  us,  and  earnestly  desiring 
our  happiness  and  welmre,  and  we  rejoicing  in  their  present  glory, 
and  desiring  the  completion  of  it,  may  justly  be  admitted,  and  is 
full  of  consolation.  But  then  he  adds,  tnat  'we  ought  also. to  pray 
to  them,  or  request  their  prayers  and  intercessions  with  God  for  us, 
whenever  we  apprehend  them  present.'     Our  author  wiseW  adds 
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this.  For  this  sliows  the  impropriety  of  applying  ourselves  to  any 
particular  saints  departed,  because  we  cannot  know  that  they  are 
present  with  us;  and  to  pray  to  them  as  if  they  were  every  where 
present,  would  be  an  ascribing  to  them  the  peculiar  perfections  of 
God ;  or,  if  they  were  present,  it  would  be  improper  for  us  to  bow 
down  before  them  with  all  the  marks  of  religious  homage  and  reve- 
rence, as  is  done  in  the  church  of  Rome :  for  this  we  find  John  was 
not  suffered  to  do  to  the  angel  when  really  present. 

But  he  tells  us,  p.  367,  that  '  the  ^reat  and  dangerous  part  of 
the  scheme  with  regard  to  these  primitive  Christian  Jews  was,  that 
they  confined  salvation  to  themselves  ;*  that  it  is  evident  the  author 
of  this  book  confined  salvation  to  the  Jews  only.  For  when  the 
*  saints  came  to  be  marked  and  entered  into  the  book  of  life,  there 
are  none  marked  and  entered  but  Jews  only,  twelve  thousand  out 
of  every  tribe ;  and  no  Gentile  was  to  be  saved,'  8cc.  p.  372.  But 
no  argument  can  be  drawn  from  the  calling  those  that  were  sealed 
by  the  names  of  the  tribes  of  Israel ;  since,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
phetic style,  by  Israel  is  signified  the  Christian  church,  as  in  this 
very  book  by  Babylon  is  signified  Rome  ;  because  as  Babylon  was 
the  ejreat  persecuting  power  under  the  Old  Testapient,  so  Rome 
should  be  the  great  persecutor  of  the  church  under  the  New.  So 
the  false  seducers  to  idolatry  are  called  by  the  name  of  Jezebel, 
chap.  xi.  20,  and  Rome  is  called  Sodom,  and  Egypt  the  *  great  city 
where  our  Lord  was  crucified,'  chap.  ii.  8.  And  m  the  same  figure 
the  church  is  called  *  Jerusalem  and  the  Holy  City ;'  as  it  is  also  by 
St  Paul,  2  Gal.  iv.  6.  Heb.  xii.  22.  And  that  it  could  not  be  the 
intention  of  St.  John,  in  the  expressions  produced  by  this  writer,  to 
confine  salvation  to  the  Jews  only,  is  evident,  not  only  because  there 
are  as  plain  declarations,  as  any  in  the  whole  New  Testament,  to 
be  found  in  his  writings,  concerning  Christ's  being  the  Saviour  of 
the  world >  or  of  all  mankind  ;  for  wnich  see  the  passages  I  had  oc- 
casion to  cite  before,  John  iii.  16.  x.  16.  xi.  52.  1  John  ii,  2.  But 
because  no  expressions  can  be  stronger  than  those  that  are  used  in 
this  very  book,  to  signify  that  some  of  all  nations  should  be' saved  ; 
I  shall  only  produce  one  passage  to  this  purpose,  which  is  very  clear 
and  express.  It  is  in  chap.  vii.  9,  where,  speaking  of  the  happiness 
of  the  saints,  he  represents  them  as  a  '  great  multitude,  which  no 
man  could  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people,  and 
tongues  'y  and  then  goes  on  to  describe  their  blessed  state.  It  is 
observable  that  this  is  immediately  said  after  the  account  that  is 

?iven  of  the  144,000  that  were  sealed  out  of  all  the  'tribes  of 
srael.'  Now  if  we  should  suppose  the  *  great  multitude*  of  saints 
mentioned  ver.  9,  to  be  different  from  the  144,000  sealed  ones,  then 
even  allowing  the  author's  own  supposition,  that  those  were  to  be 
understood  literally  of  Jewish  converts,  it  would  prove,  that  a  great 
number  of  all  nations  would  be  saved  besides  them.  But  if  this 
great  multitude  of  saints  of  all  nations,  &c.  mentioned  ver.  9,  be 
supposed  to  be  the  very  same  persons  that  are  represented  before, 
as  having  been  sealed  out  of  all  the  *  tribes  of  Israel,'  then  this 
shows,  that  by  the  '  tribes  of  Israel  we  are  there  to  understand  the 
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Christian  church  of  all  nations,  mystically  called  Israel  in  the  pro- 
phetical style.  Our  author  indeed  pretends,  that  by  ^  all  nations 
and  kindreds/  Sec.  we  are  only  to  understand  the  Jews  gathered 
out  of  all  nations.  And  at  that  rate,  whatever  expressions  had  been 
used  to  signify  that  the  gospel  salvation  should  extend  to  all  nations, 
he  might  still  have  pretended  that  it  was  to  be  understood  only  of 
the  Jews.  But  whereas  this  phrase  of  *  people,  and  kindreds,  and 
tongues,  and  nations/  is  frequently  used  in  this  book,  it  never  once 
signifies  the  Jews  of  all  nations,  as  will  appear  to  any  one  that  will 
consult  the  passages  where  this  phrase  is  used*  Chap.  xi.  9.  xii.  &. 
xiii.  3 — 7.  XIV.  6—8.  xvii.  15. 

The  account  our  author  pretends  to  give  of  the  *  fifth  monarchy' 
foretold  in  the  book  of  the  Revelation,  that '  was  immediatelv  to 
succeed  the  destruction  of  the  fourth  or  Roman  monarchy,'  which 
was  to  happen  in  that  very  age,  is  entirely  misrepresented.  There 
is  nothing  in  this  book  that  looks  like  erecting  a  monarchy  or  em- 
pire of  the  Jews  above  all  other  nations,  in  which  *  they  were  to  glut 
their  revenge  upon  the  Gentile  world,'  which  is  the  idea  he  ^ives  of 
that  fifth  monarchy,  as  he  calls  it.  Those  that  are  described  as 
saints  in  this  book,  and  that  shall  be  partakers  of  the  happiness  and 
kingdom  there  described,  are  represented  to  be  those  of  all  nations 
that  ^  keep  the  commandments  of  God,  and  the  faith  of  Jesus,  Rev. 
xiv.  12,  and  that  suffered  *for  the  word  of  God,  and  the  testimony 
of  Jesus,'  chap.  xx.  4.  With  regard  to  the  New  Jerusalem  there 
described,  *  the  nations  (ra  c&vi?,  a  word  commonly  used  to  signify 
the  Gentiles)  of  them  that  are  saved,'  are  represented  as  '  walking 
in  it.*  chap.  xxi.  24.  And  the  '  leaves  of  the  tree  of  life'  are  said  to 
be 'for  the  healing  of  the  nations/  chap.  xxii.  3.  And  no  Jew 
would  ever  have  made  use  of  such  expressions  to  signify  that  the 
Jews  only  should  share  m  the  benefits  of  that  glorious  and  happy 
state. 

Our  author  would  have  all  that  is  said  in  the  Apocalypse  concern- 
ing the  New  Jerusalem,  to  be  understood  literally  of  a  real  city, 
that  was  to  come  down  from  heaven,  and  to  be  built  without  hands 
12,000  furlongs,  or  1500  miles  square,  &c.  and  that  all  the  Gentiles 
should  be  forced  to  bring  all  their  riches  into  it,  as  contributions  and 
marks  of  homage  to  the  Jewish  Messiah,  who  was  to  reign  there  a 
thousand  years.  And  he  might  as  justly  take  every  thing  that  is 
said  in  the  whole  book  in  a  strict  literal  sense.  But  by  such  an 
attempt,  instead  of  exposing  the  book  of  the  Revelation,  which  is  un- 
doubtedly his  design,  tie  would  effectually  expose  his  own  absurdity. 
It  is  manifest  to  every  one  that  considers  the  figurative  style  that  is 
every  where  preserved  throughout  this  book,  that  this  description  of 
the  new  Jerusalem  is  only  designed  to  be  a  figurative  representation 
of  a  very  glorious  and  happy  state,  of  which  good  men  should  be 
partakers,  and  the  felicity  and  glory  of  which  is  described  by  images 
drawn  firom  those  things  that  are  usually  accounted  the  most  splen- 
did and  magnificent  here  on  earth ;  and  yet  at  the  same  time  it  is 
intimated,  tnat  the  happiness  and  glory  of  it  shall  be  heavenly  and 
spiritual,  chiefly  consisting  in  God's  gracious  presence,  and  m  the 
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purity  and  holiness  of  the  blessed  inhabitants,  and  the  manifestations 
of  the  divine  love  and  favour  towards  them.    See  Rev.  xxi.  3,  4,  &c. 

And  whereas  this  writer,  in  order  to  show  that  the  prophecy  of 
this  book  is  false,  would  have  it,  that  all  the  events  there  foretold 
are  represented  as  things  that  were  immediately  to  be  accomplished 
in  that  very  age,  because  it  is  said  to  be  a  revelation  of  things  which 
were  shortly  to  come  to  pass :  it  is  evident  from  the  book  itself,  that 
the  intention  of  this  could  not  be  to  signify  that  all  the  events  there 
prophesied  of  were  shortly  to  come  to  pass,  for  among  other  things 
there  prophesied  of  is  the  final  judgment,  when  all  the  dead,  small 
and  great,  shall  stand  before  God,  and  be  judged  according  to  their 
works,  Rev.  xxii.  12.  And  this  is  represented  there,  as  not  to  happen 
till  the  thousand  years  of  Christ's  reign  on  earth  were  past.  So  that 
it  is  plain,  that  when  it  is  said  to  be  a  revelation  of  things  shortly 
to  come  to  pass,  it  can  only  be  intended  to  signify,  that  the  things 
there  prophesied  of  were  to  begin  immediately  to  be  accomplished. 
These  expressions  show  where  the  fulfilment  of  that  prophecy  should 
begin,  not  where  it  should  end.  And  accordingly  it  contains  a 
series  of  events  to  begin  from  that  time^  and  to  end  with  the  general 
judgment. 

It  would  carry  me  too  far,  to  enter  into  the  Apocalyptic  computa- 
tions. Any  one  who  would  see  them  well  handled,  may,  amongst 
others,  consult  a  good  book  lately  published  by  Mr.  Lowman.^ 
But  whereas  this  writer,  in  order  to  show  that  the  1260  days  there 
mentioned  are  to  be  understood  of  so  many  natural  days,  pretends 
that  there  is  no  foundation  in  scripture  for  taking  a  day  for  a  year, 
in  the  interpretation  of  those  prophecies ;  and  that  the  Jews  had  no 
such  computation  as  putting  a  day  for  a  year,  though  they  had  an- 
nual weeks.  And  therefore  when  weeks  ai*e  mentioned,  as  in  the 
famous  prophecy  of  Daniel,  it  may  signify  \veeks  of  years,  as  well 
as  weeks  of  days.  I  would  only  observe,  that  if  weeks,  which  in 
the  proper  literal  signification  signifies  seven  days,  may  be  under- 
stood to  signify  seven  years ;  I  see  no  reason  in  the  world,  why  a 
day  may  not  be  put  for  a  year.  For  if  it  be  said,  a  day  in  itself 
signifies  a  natural  day,  and  nothing  else,  so  a  week  in  itself  signifies 
seven  days,  and  nothing  else,  and  is  always  so  undei^stood  in  scrip- 
ture when  put  alone  without  the  addition  of  years,  except  in  the 
•  style  of  prophecy,  and  if  in  that  style,  by  the  author's  own  acknow- 
ledgment, a  week,  which  properlj^  signifies  seven  days,  may  be  put 
for  seven  years,  though  it  is  not  in  the  prophecy  itself  expressly 
declared  to  be  a  week  of  years ;  then  in  the  same  style  a  day  may 
be  put  for  a  year.  And  that  it  must  be  understood  so  in  the  pro- 
phecy of  the  Apocalypse  is,  I  think,  manifest  by  internal  arguments 
drawn  from  the  prophecy  itself.  For  any  one  that  carefully  consi- 
ders what  is  represented  as  happening  in  that  twelve  hundred  and 
sixty  days,  or  torty  and  two  months,  will  easily  be  convinced,  that 
three  years  and  an  half  is  too  small  a  period  for  so  many  and  great 
events,  which  take  up  near  one  half  of  the  whole  prophecy  f.     Nor 

*  Paraphrase  and  Notes  od  the  Rerelation^  4(o.  t  SeeLowman  on  ibe  Revelation,  p.  103 
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do  I  see^  upon  this  supposition^  where  is  the  necessity  of  speaking 
so  often  of  the  faith  and  patience  of  the  saints,  if  the  persecuted 
state  of  the  church  were  to  be  of  such  a  short  duration. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  there  is  a  considerable  obscurity 
with  regard  to  many  circumstances  of  the  prophecies  in  that  book, 
and  particularly  as  to  the  precise  time  of  tne  dates  of  the  events. 
Several  reasons  might  be  offered  to  show  that  it  was  not  proper  that 
they  should  be  more  distinctly  marked  out :  but  yet  there  is  such 
a  plain  description  of  an  idolatrous  and  persecuting  power  that  was 
to  arise  in  the  church ;  the  seat  where  tnat  power  was  to  be  fixed 
is  so  plainly  pointed  out,  viz.  Rome,  and  that  it  was  to  be  under  a 
different  form  of  government  in  the  Roman  Empire  from  that  which 
subsisted  in  St  John's  time,  and  after  the  rise  of  ten  kingdoms, 
into  which  that  empire  was  to  be  divided,  which  did  not  happen  till 
many  hundred  years  after  this  prophecy :  the  arts  of  seduction  and 
deceit  that  should  be  made  use  of,  the  general  spreading  of  the 
apostacy,  and  the  grievous  sufferings  to  which  tne  fuithful  few 
snould  be  exposed,  are  so  distinctly  and  strongly  described :  and 
we  have  seen  all  this  so  wonderfully  accomplished  by  a  power  the 
most  strange  that  ever  was  in  the  world,  and  in  which  all  these 
characters  are  to  be  found,  that  it  is  no  small  confirmation  of  the 
divine  authority  of  this  prophecy.  And  it  is  also  foretold  that  after 
the  destruction  of  this  power,  there  shall  be  a  glorious  state  of  the 
church,  a  state  of  universal  purity  and  peace,  to  continue  a  thousand 
years :  our  author  may  call  this  a  fifth  monarchy  if  he  pleases,  but 
let  him  prove  that  there  is  any  thing  in  this  unbecoming  the  wisdom 
and  goodness  of  God.  The  prospects  of  it  cannot  but  be  very  re- 
freshmg  to  every  good  man  tnat  nath  any  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God, 
or  for  the  good  of  mankind,  and  for  the  interests  of  true  religion 
and  righteousness  in  the  world. 

But  the  author  objects  that  this  fifth  monarchy  was  to  be  founded 
in  blood  and  destruction  as  the  four  monarchies  before  had  been 
successively  founded,  p.  367,  or  as  he  expresseth  it,  p.  372,  that  not 
one  Gentile  was  to  be  saved :  they  were  all  to  be  given  up  to  the 
sword,  plamie,  and  famine ;  or  such  judgments  by  which  God  had 
determined  to  destroy  the  fourth  to  make  way  for  the  fifth  monar- 
chy, which  looks  very  unlike  converting  the  whole  world  by  argu- 
ment and  reason,  and  by  the  motives  and  inducements  of  beneficence 
and  love,  under  a  kingdom  or  state  of  government,  that  must  depend 
upon  inward  conviction  and  free  choice.  His  insinuations  that  the 
Jews  only  were  to  be  partakers  of  the  benefits  of  this  kingdom  have 
been  already  sufficiently  exposed :  but  it  will  be  easily  allowed, 
that  it  is  plamly  signified  in  this  book  that  God,  after  having  long 
borne  with  them,  would  inflict  severe  judgments  on  his  obsti- 
nate enemies,  who  had  persecuted  his  faithful  servants  with  so  much 
cruelty  and  rage,  and  had  seduced  the  nations  by  their  wicked  arts, 
and  propagated  iniquity,  vice,  and  idolatry.  This  writer  here  seems 
to  think  it  is  a  breach  of  liberty  of  conscience  for  God  himself  to 
inflict  plague,  famine,  &c.  upon  the  wicked  opposers  of  his  authority 
und  laws :  and  for  aught  I  know,  he  may  think  it  a  breach  of  liberty. 
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and  inconststent  with  God's  governing  his  creatures  by  love,  to 
punish  the  wicked  at  all  either  in  this  world  or  in  the  next.  But 
though  not  to  punish  the  wicked  might  seem  to  be  a  lenity  and 
indulgence  to  them,  yet,  which  is  far  worse,  it  would  be  a  cruelty 
to  good  men.  It  would  be  a  subverting  the  order  and  welfare  of  the 
moral  world,  and  a  suffering  vice  and  wickedness  to  ravage  without 
control,  which  would  be  absolutely  inconsistent  with  a  wise  and 
^ood  government  I  would  fain  know  of  this  benevolent  author,  who 
IS  afraid  of  God's  punishing  the  obstinately  wicked,  because  this 
would  be  very  unlike  converting  the  world  by  inducements  of  benefi- 
cence and  love,  under  a  kingdom  that  must  depend  upon  inward 
conviction  and  free  choice ;  I  would  know  of  him  what  room  there 
would  be  for  men's  acting  in  religion  upon  ikiward  conviction  and 
free  choice,  if  God  should  always  suffer  persecuting  powers  to  pre- 
vail, and  set  no  bounds  to  their  rage.  How  the  punishing  and  des- 
troying such  powers,  or  which  is  uie  same  thing,  putting  a  stop  to 
tyranny  and  persecution,  is  the  way  to  hinder  free  choice,  he  would 
do  well  to  explain.  On  the  contraiy  it  is  evident  that  the  removing 
such  idolatrous  persecuting  powers  is  necessary,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  to  make  way  for  such  a  happy  state  of  government  where 
truth  and  love  and  benevolence  must  reign. 

Thus  I  have  considered  our  author's  objections  against  the 
Apocalypse,  one  of  the  sacred  books  of  the  New  Testament.  But 
he  is  not  content  with  this.  He  endeavours  as  far  as  in  him  lies 
to  destroy  the  authority  of  the  whole  canon  of  the  New  Testament. 
He  represents  it  as  so  full  of  corruptions  and  interpolations,  that  it  is 
not  *  at  all  to  be  depended  upon :  that  the  Christian  Jews  had  the 
revising  and  publishing  that  canon  in  their  own  hands,  and  altered 
it  as  they  pleased  in  that  very  age :  and  that  as  they  left  it,  and  as 
it  now  stands,  it  is  a  system  of  Christian  Judaism,  a  jumble  of  two 
inconsistent  religions;  yea  that  Christ's  own  disciples  reported 
ed  every  thing  that  Jesus  did  or  said  according  to  their  own  preju- 
dices, and  are  therefore  not  to  be  depended  on  for  a  just  account 
either  of  doctrines  or  fiicts. '  see  p.  440,  441. 

I  shall  not  repeat  what  I  have  elsewhere  offered  to  show  that 
never  were  there  more  unexceptionable  witnesses  than  the  apostles, 
and  that  the  New  Testament  writings  have  all  the  marks  of  genuine 
purity  and  integrity  that  any  writings  can  have,  and  that  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  any  persons  if  they  had  been  willing,  to  have 
introduced  a  general  corruption  into  those  writings'*^  either  with 
regard  to  the  doctrines  or  facts.  I  shall  only  observe  at  present, 
that  the  supposition  this  writer  makes  of  their  being  corrupted  by 
the  Jews,  those  very  Jews  who  he  tells  us  would  have  crucified  a 
thousand  Messiahs,  rather  than  take  in  the  Gentiles  as  partakers 
in  the  kin^om  with  the  primitive  elect  people  of  God ;  and  who 
at  last,  being  disappointed  in  Jesus  set  up  another  Messiah,  one 
Barchochab,  pp.  374, 440,  is  the  wildest,  the  most  extravagant  sup- 
position in  the  world.     For  not  to  urge,  that  it  was  not  in  their 

*  See  tnswer  to  Christianity  as  Old  as  the  Creation,  toI.  ii  Chap,  t,  and  5. 
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power  to  have  corrupted  the  original  sacred  writings  of  the  New 
Testament  which  were  immediately  dispersed  far  and  wide  amon^ 
the  Gentile  churches,  we  have  a  manifest  proof  in  fact  that  they  did 
not  interpolate  and  corrupt  them  in  favour  of  their  own  Jewish  no- 
tions ana  prejudices,  because  none  of  those  which  this  writer  repre* 
sents  as  their  notions  and  doctrines,  and  as  making  up  what  he  calls 
a  Jewish  gospel,  such  as  the  doctrines  concerning  Chnst's  being  only 
a  temporal  Messiah,  and  national  deliverer  of  the  Jews,  concerning 
the  observation  of  the  law  of  Moses  as  absolutely  necessary  to  jus- 
tification and  acceptance  with  Gbd,  concerning  the  worshipping  of 
angels,  and  setting  up  many  mediators  and  intercessors  instead  of 
one,  concerning  the  confining  salvation  to  the  Jews  only,  and  rais- 
ing them  to  a  height  of  power  and  dominion  over  all  nations,  that 
they  miffht  be  thoroughly  revenged  on  the  Gentile  world ;  I  say,  ^ 
none  of  those  doctrines  are  to  be  found  in  the  New  Testament 
writings.  And  to  imagine  that  the  Christian  Jews,  as  he  calls  them, 
should  interpolate  anacorrupt  the  New  Testament  writings  in  order 
to  accommodate  them  to  their  own  notions  and  prejudices,  and  yet 
should  leave  the  entire  scheme  of  religion  there  laid  down  quite 
contrary  to  those  notions  and  prejudices,  and  neither  alter  those 
passages  that  are  most  inconsistent  with  those  notions,  nor  insert 
any  passages  in  favour  of  them,  is  the  most  absurd  and  unaccount^ 
able  supposition  that  ever  was  made. 

But  our  author  is  pleased  to  instance  in  some  things  which  he 
looks  upon  to  be  proofs  of  such  interpolations  and  corruptions. 
Such  he  would  have  those  passages  to  be  that  relate  to  the  divinity 
of  our  Saviour ;  but  he  would  do  well  to  tell  us  what  inducements 
the  Christian  Jews  could  have  to  foist  in  such  interpolations.  The 
Ebionites,  Cerinthians,  and  others  who  called  themselves  Christians, 
and  yet  urged  the  necessity  of  die  observation  of  the  law  of  Moses, 
would  never  have  inserted  those  passages,  but  rather  the  contrary,, 
since  they  did  not  acknowledge  our  Lord^s  divinity.  And  besides, 
it  is  evident  that  no  part  of  the  New  Testament  affords  stronger 
passages  to  this  purpoee  than  are  to  be  found  in  the  writings  of  St. 
Paul.  But  certainly  if  we  should  suppose  that  the  Christian  Jews 
had  it  in  their  power  to  have  corrupted  his  epistles  (which  is  a 
most  absurd  supposition)  it  would  have  appeared  by  their  altering 
or  corrupting  some  of  the  passages  that  seem  to  be  strongest  i^ainst 
the  obligation  of  the  law  of  Moses,  and  that  relate  to  tne  Gentiles 
being  tcucen  in  as  fellow-heirs  and  members  of  the  same  body  :  but 
the  whole  frame  of  his  epistles  bears  the  plain  characters  of  genuine 
purity  and  integrity.  Another  instance  he  brings  is,  that  in  fa? our 
of  their  old  national  prejudices,  Christ's  own  disciples  made  him 
a  false  prophet,  they  made  him  prophesy  of  the  end  of  the  wortd, 
and  of  his  second  coming  to  judgment,  as  a  thing  very  shortly  to 
happen  during  that  present  generation,  p.  440.  And  he  observes 
farther,  that  they  expected  Christ's  second  coming  in  that  very  age 
or  generation,  with  all  the  powers  of  heaven  to  restore  the  kingdom 
to  the  house  of  David,  in  an  everlasting  succession  of  power  and 
dominion  over  all  nations  to  the  end  of  the  world,  p.  441.     But  no 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


260  THE    APOSTLES 

where  do  any  of  the  apostles  assign  the  precise  time  of  Christ's 
coming  to  the  general  judgment;  on  the  contrary,  they  plainly  let 
us  know  that  the  exact  time  of  it  was  not  revealed  to  them.  The 
coming  they  speak  of,  as  foretold  by  our  Lord  to  happen  in  that 
very  age,  is  his  coming,  not  to  restore  the  kingdom  to  the  house  of 
David  in  the  Jewish  sense,  and  to  raise  the  Jews  to  a  height  of 
power  and  dominion  over  all  nations,  as  this  writer  is  pleased  to  repre- 
sent it;  but  to  descrojr  Jerusalem,  and  to  put  an  utter  end  to  that 
state  and  polity,  and  inflict  the  most  dreadful  punishment  and  de- 
solation upon  them  that  ever  was  inflicted  in  any  age,  or  upon  any 
nation.  And  this  is  so  far  from  making  Christ  a  false  prophet, 
that  it  furnisheth  a  glorious  proof  among  many  others  that  mi^nt  be 
produced  of  his  divine  mission.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  though 
they  assure  us  that  our  Lord  so  clearly  foretold  the  utter  destruction 
of  the  city  and  temple  of  Jerusalem,  yet  when  they  give  us  an  ac- 
count of  this,  they  never  add  the  least  hint  of  his  foretellin?  that 
the  kingdom  should  be  restored  to  the  Jews,  and  that  they  should 
be  fully  revenged  on  the  Gentiles,  which  one  should  think  they  would 
have  done  if  they  had  interpolated  these  predictions  in  favour  of 
their  own  national  prejudices. 

Our  author  farther  pretends  that  Christ's  disciples  ascribed  several 
miracles  to  him,  in  which  there  could  have  been  only  an  exertion 
of  power  without  wisdom  or  goodness,  but  as  he  does  not  condescend 
to  mention  them,  I  need  not  take  any  particular  notice  of  this  insin- 
uation. I  shall  only  observe,  that  the  miracles  they  relate  are  things 
which  they  themselves  heard  and  saw,  yea,  which  were  done  in  open 
view  of  multitudes,  and  even  of  their  most  watchful  and  malicious 
enemies.  And  the  accounts  were  published  in  the  very  age  in  which 
those  facts  were  said  to  be  done,  and  when  it  would  have  been  the 
easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  have  detected  and  contradicted  them 
if  they  had  not  been  true.  And  indeed,  never  were  there,  all  things 
considered,  more  credible  witnesses.  They  appeared  by  their 
whole  conduct  to  be  men  of  ^eat  probity  and  simplicity.  The 
doctrine  they  preached;  and  which  was  confirmed  by  those  miracles, 
was  contrary  to  all  their  most  rooted  and  favoured  prejudices,  and 
former  notions  of  things.  They  themselves  received  that  doctrine 
on  the  credit  of  the  facts  they  relate,  and  to  which  they  were  wit- 
nesses. And  they  persevered  in  their  accounts  of  those  facts,  and 
in  their  profession  of  that  doctrine,  with  an  unparalleled  constancy, 
and  even  with  a  wonderful  satisfaction  and  joy  of  mind,  under  the 
most  grievous  sufferings,  and  at  length  sealed  their  testimony  with 
their  blood.  Nor  is  it  conceivable  to  any  that  impartially  considers 
these  things,  and  the  pure  and  self-denying  scheme  of  religion  they 
taught,  upon  what  otner  principles  they  could  proceed  in  all  this, 
than  what  they  themselves  professed,  a  regard  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  to  the  good  of  mankind,  and  an  earnest  desire  of  promoting 
true  reli^on,  piety,  and  virtue  in  the  world,  together  with  the  hopes 
of  a  glonous  rewsuxl  and  happiness  in  a  future  state.  And  the  being 
acted  by  these  principles  is  absolutely  inconsistent  with  their  being 
imposters  and  deceivers;   who  put  a  deliberate  solemn  cheat  upon 
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mankind  in  the  name  of  Qod,  and  witnessed  to  facts  which  they 
themselves  knew  to  be  false.  And  our  author  himself,  after  putting 
a  case  which  pretty  exactly  answers  to  that  of  the  apostles,  seems 
to  acknowledge,  that  it  is  very  probable  that  men  qualified  and 
acting  as  is  here  supposed  could  have  no  design  to  deceive  us.  See 
p.  90—93. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


The  Monl  Philosopber  sets  op  for  rectifying  the  errors  of  Christians  with  regard  to  some 
of  the  particular  doctrines  of  Christianitj.  His  objections  against  the  doctrine  of 
Christ^s  satisfaction  considered.  There  is  nothing  in  it  contrary  to  justice.  The  ful- 
ness of  the  satisfaction  not  inconsistent  with  a  free  pardon.  It  doth  not  rob  God  of  the 
glory  of  his  mercy,  and  giro  the  whole  praise  to  Christ.  The  pretence  that  Christ's 
satisfaction  is  needless,  because  repentance  alone  is  sufficient  without  it,  examined. 
It  doth  not  destroy  the  necessity  of  personal  repentance  and  obedience,  but  estab- 
lisheth  it.  Christ's  prayer  to  the  Father  that  the  cup  might  pass  from  him  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  notion  of  bis  dying  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  The  author's  assertion 
that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  yioarious  sacrifices  under  the  law  of  Moees;  and  the 
way  be  takes  to  account  for  Christ's  being  called  a  propitiation,  examined.  The  re- 
presentation he  makes  of  the  gospel  doctrine  of  pardon  upon  repentance.  His  absurdity 
and  inconsistency  in  this  shown.  His  attempt  against  the  positive  precepts  of 
Christianity,  considered.  The  arguments  be  draws  from  the  differences  among 
Christians,  to  prore  that  none  of  the  doctrines  of  rerealed  religion  are  of  any  certainty 
or  use  to  mankind,  shown  to  be  rain  and  inconclosiye.  His  encomium  on  moral 
philosophy.    The  conclusion. 

I  HAVE  now  gone  through  the  several  objections  of  our  pretended 
moral  philosopher  as  far  as  they  affect  the  authority  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  in  general,  whether  of  the  Old  Testament  or  of  the  New. 
It  doth  not  properly  come  within  my  design  to  enter  upon  the  con- 
sideration ot  the  particular  doctrines  of  Christianity,  especially  those 
that  are  controverted  among  Christians.  I  might  therefore  entirely 
pass  by  those  parts  of  our  author's  book,  where  he  pretends  to  set 
up  for  rectifying  the  errors  and  mistakes  that  have  obtained  among 
Christians  with  regard  to  some  of  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel.  He 
is  certainly  a  very  unfit  person  to  bring  Christians  to  the  true  origi- 
nal Christianity^  and  to  the  purity  of  doctrine  as  laid  down  in  the 
New  Testament,  who  does  all  he  can  to  subvert  and  destroy  the 
authority  of  those  sacred  writings.  There  is  no  one  doctrine  against 
which  he  exerts  himself  with  so  much  force  and  vigour,  as  that  of 
Christ's  satisfaction.  He  is  pleased  on  this  occasion  to  give  us  a 
specimen  of  his  sermonising  faculty,  as  *  a  sample  how  the  clergy 
ought  to  preach,  and  what  doctrines  they  are  to  instruct  us  in  as 
from  Christ  and  the  apostle^/    And  the  discourse  he  entertaineth 
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US  with  on  this  subject  lasts^  with  digressions,  for  about  a  hundred 
pages  together.  If  its  confusion  and  tediousoess  were  its  principal 
faults,  I  should  not  have  endeavored  to  disturb  the  good  opinion 
he  seems  to  have  of  his  own  peiformance ;  but  the  peculiar  air  of 
insolence  and  scorn  with  which  he  treats  a  doctrine  that  hath  been 

fenerally  thought  by  Christians  to  be  plainly  founded  in  the  New 
'estamenty  and  the  bitter  reproach  he  pours  forth  upon  it,  deserves 
some  animadversion.  He  not  only  represents  it  as  a  most  *  absurd 
and  irmtional  doctrine,'  but  as  *  the  stronghold  of  sin  and  Satan  in 
the  Christian  world,'  p.  146,  and  thinks  he  has  'said  enough  to 
subvert  and  destroy  this  hypothesis  under  all  the  appearances  and 
constructions  of  it  among  our  several  schematists  and  faith-mongers/ 
p.  444.  I  shall  therefore  take  so  much  notice  of  what  he  hath  ad- 
vanced on  this  head  as  may  suffice  to  show  that  there  is  no  occasion 
for  all  this  boasting  and  confidence,  and  that  this  doctrine  may  still 
stand  its  ground  notwithstanding  the  attacks  of  this  formidable 
writer. 

The  true  notion  of  Christ's  satisfaction,  or  Christ  dying  for  our 
sin,  in  general,  is  this,  '  That  it  is  a  provision  made  by  the  wisdom 
of  God  to  dispense  his  grace  and  favor  towards  guilty  creatures  in 
such  a  way  as  doth,  at  the  same  time,  secure  the  majesty  of  his  gov- 
ernment with  the  authority  of  his  law,  and  show  forth  his  justice 
and  purity.'  And  I  believe  there  is  scarce  any  man  but  wdl  own  . 
that  if  such  a  way  can  be  found  out,  it  is  better  and  more  becoming 
the  wise  and  righteous  (jovernor  of  the  world,  than  itwould  be  to 
pardon  and  restore  sinners  absolutely  to  favor  in  a  way  of  mere 
prerogative,  without  any  such  provision  for  maintaining  the  rights 
of  his  government,  and  vindicating  the  honor  and  authority  or  his 
laws.  The  gospel  revelation  exhibits  very  extraordinary  displays  of 
the  divine  grace  and  mercy  towards  sinners  of  the  human  race.  It 
not  only  contains  a  full  and  free  offer  of  the  pardon  of  all  our  sins, 
how  great  dnd  heinous  soever,  upon  our  repentance  and  amendment^ 
but  it  promiseth  a  complete  felicity  of  body  and  soul  to  continue  to 
all  eternity,  as  the  reward  of  our  imperfect  obedience  in  this  state  of 
trial ;  a  reward  transcending  what  we  could  have  pretended  to  have 
merited,  if  we  had  never  smned  at  all.  But  at  the  same  time  we 
are  there  informed  that  all  these  inestimable  blessings,  pardon,  and 
peace,  and  eternal  life,  are  only  conferred  upon  us  through  Jesus 
Christ,  as  the  great  appointed  Mediator,  who  according  to  the 
Father's  will  took  upon  him  our  nature,  and  gave  himself  up  to  tlie 
most  grievous  sufferings,  and  to  death  itself,  to  make  atonement 
for  our  sins,  and  to  *  obtain  eternal  redemption  for  us.'  And  nothing 
can  furnish  a  more  awful  and  affecting  proof  of  Ood's  righteous 
abhorrence  of  sin,  and  the  steady  regard  he  hath  to  the  maiesty  of 
his  government,  and  the  authority  of  his  laws,  than  that  when  his 
infinite  grace  and  mercy  inclinea  and  determined  him  to  pardon, 
and  restore  his  offending  creatures,  and  raise  them  to  the  highest 
felicity  upon  their  repentance,  and  sincere  though  imperfect  obedi- 
ence, he  would  not  do  it  upon  any  less  consideration  tnan  this,  that 
his  own  Son  should  *  give  himself  for  us  an  offering  and  a  sacrifice 
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for  onr  sins ;  and  that  he  ivoald  not  allow  such  guilty  creatures  as 
we  are  an  immediate  access  to  him  in  our  own  namesi  but  only  through 
the  mediation  and  intercession  of  that  great  Redeemer,  who  suffered 
and  died  for  us,  the '  just  for  the  unjust/  that  he  mieht  bring  us  unto 
Ood.  This  gives  the  highest  possible  weight  to  the  new  covenant. 
And  when  the  blessings  of  it  are  dispensed  in  this  method,  it  hath 
a  manifest  tendency  to  prevent  our  aousing  those  glorious  displays 
of  his  goodness  and  mercy  that  are  made  to  us  in  the  gospel.  For 
since  God  would  not  pardon  and  restore  even  penitent  sinners  to 
his  favor  without  so  extraordinary  an  expedient  for  vindicating  the 
authority  of  his  government  and  laws,  this  shows  that  if  we  reject 
the  grace  of  the  covenant,  and  the  terms  upon  which  the  benefits 
of  it  are  now  offered  to  us,  we  have  no  farther  favor  or  mercy  to 
hope  for :  *  there  remaineth  no  mcure  sacrifice  for  sin,  (for  we  cannot 
expect  another  sacrifice  eaual  to  that  which  we  have  rejected)  but 
a  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgmeut,^  See.  So  that  Ood  hath 
taken  care  to  manifest  his  rectoral  justice  and  hatred  against  sin, 
even  in  the  very  methods  of  our  reconciliation.  And  we  are  taught 
in  the  gospel  still  to  have  the  blood  and  sacrifice  of  Christ  in  view, 
whilst  we  are  receiving  the  ^eatest  mercies  and  benefits  firom  QoA^ 
that  we  may  not  forget  his  justice  and  purity  whilst  we  experience 
his  rich  grace  and  mercy. 

The  objections  of  our  moral  philosopher  against  the  doctrine  of 
Christ's  satisfaction  are  of  various  kinds.  I  shall  take  notice  of  the 
principal  of  them,  and  those  upon  which  he  seems  to  lay  the 
greateist  stress. 

'  That  God  should  punish  the  innocent  for  the  guilty/  saith  he, 
'  and  spare  the  guilty  lor  this  very  reason,  because  an  innocent  per- 
son has  suffered  what  they  ought  to  have  suffered,  is  a  strange 
doctrine:   but  stranger  stiU   that  such  a  subversion  of  all  moral 

fovemment,  and  inverting  the  course  of  all  rectoral  justice,  should 
e  necessary;  to  satisfy  that  very  justice,'  p.  148.  He  has  this  over 
again,  p.  222,  where  he  calls  it,  by  way  of  ridicule,  a  '  most  amazine 
and  stupendous  projection,  beyond  the  comprehension  of  men  and 
angels.' 

But  doth  not  this  writer  himself  allow  that  Christ  was  perfectly 
pure  and  innocent  in  himself;  and  yet  that  by  the  will  of  the  Father 
ne  was  subjected  to  the  most  grievous  sufferings,  and  was  treated 
'  as  if  he  had  been  sinner,  and  thereby  as  it  were  put  himself  in  the 
place  of  sinners?*  p.  225,  and  that  all  this  was  for  our  benefit? 
From  whence  it  follows,  that  it  was  not  unsuitable  to  the  divine 
justice,  to  inflict  grievous  suffering  on  a  person  perfectly  pure  and 
innocent,  for  the  sake  and  benefit  of  guilty  sinful  creatures,  and 
with  a  view  to  promote  their  welfare  and  happiness.  And  if  this 
be  allowed,  I  cannot  see  what  foundation  there  is  for  the  mighty 
clamors  that  are  raised  against  the  doctrine  of  Christ's  satisfaction 
on  this  head,  under  pretence  that  it  supposeth  an  innocent  person  to 
suffer  for  the  guilty.  If  it  be  said,  that  though  Christ  suffered  for 
our  good,  he  did  not  suffer  in  the  stead  of  sinners,  or  as  a  punish- 
ment for  their  sins ;  I  cannot  see  why  it  should  be  thought  unjust 
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in  God  to  lav  snfferings  upon  Christ,  considered  as  an  innocent 
person  who  had  voluntarily  undertaken  to  suffer  instead  of  the 
ffuilty,  that  they  might  be  pardoned  and  saved,  when  it  is  not 
thought  unjust  to  lay  the  same  suiTerings  upon  him,  though  per- 
fectly innocent  without  any  such  consideration.  Our  author  owns 
that  Christ,  though  innocent,  suffered,  but  he  will  not  allow  that 
his  sufferings  were  penal,  as  if  the  calling  them  afflictions  rather 
than  punishments  altered  the  nature  of  them,  or  made  them  to  be 
less  grievous  and  painful  to  the  suffering  person.  It  is  true  that 
the  charging  ag  innocent  person  with  cnmes  which  he  was  not 
euilty  of,  and  then  compelling  him  against  his  own  consent  to  suffer 
for  the  crimes  of  others,  would  both  be  cruel  and  unjust  in  the  per- 
son inflicting  that  punishment ;  and  would  render  tne  sufferings  of 
the  person  tnus  punished  much  more  grievous  than  if  he  had  suf- 
ferea  the  same  evils  without  any  such  consideration,  but  merely  as 
calamities  that  had  befallen  him.  But  if  we  should  suppose  au 
innocent  person  to  suffer  for  the  faults  of  others,  the  punishment  of 
which  he  had,  from  a  noble  principle  of  love  and  kindness  to  the 
guilty  persons,  taken  upon  nimself,  that  the  offenders  might  be 
snared  and  freed  from  punishment,  this  certainly  would  not  render 
the  evils  and  sufferings  he  endured  on  that  account,  more  grievous 
or  afflictive  to  him,  than  if  he  had  suffered  the  same  evils  merely  as 
calamities,  or  as  a  trial  and  exercise  of  his  patience  and  submission 
vnthout  any  such  view  at  all.  Yea  his  sufferings  may  be  justly 
supposed  to  be  less  grievous  and  afflictive  to  him  on  that  supposi- 
tion, than  otherwise  they  would  be,  because  of  the  happy  effects 
they  would  produce  for  the  benefit  of  others,  as  well  as  because  on 
this  supposition  they  were  what  the  person  himself  had  freely  un- 
dertaken for  valuable  ends. 

But  still  it  will  be  urged,  that  the  suffering  of  such  an  innocent 
person  for  the  guilty  could  not  be  properly  a  satisfaction  to  justice. 
To  which  I  answer,  that  if  justice  were  merely  an  appetite  of  revenge 
against  the  particular  person  that  had  offended,  then  it  could  not 
be  satisfied  but  by  his  personal  punishment,  and  in  no  case  could 
the  punishment  of  another  be  accepted  for  him.  But  Uie  justice  of 
God  is  only  a  wise  and  steady  will  of  vindicating  and  preserving 
the  honor  and  authority  of  his  laws  and  government,  an  unalterable 
resolution  to  act  as  becomes  the  wise  and  righteous  Governor  of  the 
world,  for  the  maintaining  of  order  and  the  universal  good,  by 
keeping  up,  b^  all  proper  methods,  an  awe  of  his  authority,  an  al)- 
horrence  of  sm,  and  a  fear  of  offending  him  in  the  minds  of  his 
creatures.  And  if  the  dispensing  pardon  and  salvation  to  guilty 
creatures,  through  Christ's  suffering  and  dying  for  our  sins,  answers 
these  ^eat  and  valuable  ends,  it  satisfies  his  justice  in  the  properest 
sense  m  which  that  phrase  can  be  used  with  regard  to  the  Deity. 

The  reason  of  inflicting  punishments  in  general  is  not  merely  to 
exercise  revenge  upon  the  guilty  person,  or  to  take  pleasure  in  his 
pain  or  misery,  but  to  vindicate  the  authority  of  the  laws,  to  deter 
persons  from  transgressing  them,  and  to  preserve  order  and  good 
government  in  the  world  :  and  as  these  ends  cannot  be  ordinarily 
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answered  bat  by  the  personal  punishment  of  the  offender  himself^ 
therefore  this  is  ordinarily  necessary.  But  if  a  case  may  happen 
in  which  these  ends  may  be  answered  by  another  person's  interpo- 
sing to  sufier  instead  of  the  guilty,  no  reason  in  the  nature  of  things 
can  be  produced  to  prove  tnat  m  such  a  case  such  a  substitution 
might  not  be  acceptea  or  that  it  would  be  unjust  in  that  case  to  lay 
upon  such  a  person,  though  in  himself  innocent,  the  punishment  or 
sufierings  which  he  voluntarily  took  upon  him  to  endure  for  the 
sake  of  the  guilty.  And  this  would  be  beyond  all  reasonable  excep- 
tion, if  it  could  be  so  ordered  as  to  tend  upon  the  whole  to  the 
glory  and  advantage  even  of  the  suffering  person  himself,  by  recom- 
pensing so  noble  and  generous  an  act  of  kindness  and  benevolence ; 
and  if  at  the  same  time  the  authority  of  the  government  be  in  this 
way  effectually  manifested  and  displayed,  and  the  majesty  of  the 
laws  vindicated,  and  the  main  ends  of  punishment  obtained.  Now 
all  these  conditions  manifestly  concur  in  the  case  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  suffering  for  sinners.  For  in  this  method,  as  the  greatest 
mercy  is  shown  to  the  sinners  themselves  who  obtain  the  pardon  of 
their  sins,  and  are  raised  to  the  highest  glory  and  felicity  upon  their 
repentance  and  sincere  though  imperfect  obedience ;  so  there  is  an 
awful  display  made  of  the  majesty  of  God's  government  and  the 
authority  of  his  laws,  in  that  he  would  not  pardon  and  restore  sin- 
ners to  favor  without  the  intervention  of  a  Mediator  of  such  eminent 
dignity,  who  was  himself  to  undergo  the  most  grievous  sufferings 
in  the  stead  and  upon  the  account  of  the  offenders,  in  order  to  their  ^ 
redemption.  And  at  the  same  time  no  irreparable  injury  is  done  to 
the  suffering  person  himself,  who  both  freely  consented  and  under- 
took thus  to  suffer  for  sinners,  and  is  now,  as  the  reward  of  his 
sufferings,  crowned  with  glory  and  honour,  exalted  in  that  very 
nature  m  which  he  suffered  to  the  highest  degree  of  glory  and 
felicity. 

But  our  author  farther  objects,  on  the  other  hand,  that  if  we 
suppose  justice  to  be  satisfied,  there  is  no  room  for  the  exercise  of 
pardoning  mercy,  and  that  the  notion  of  satisfaction  is  absolutely 
inconsistent  with  a  free  pardon.  For  if  *  the  satisfaction  be  full  and 
complete,  it  cannot  reasonably  be  refused,  and  must  entitle  the 
debtor  or  offender  to  an  acquitment  in  law,  which  acquitment  in 
that  case  is  an  act  of  justice,  and  not  to  be  considered  as  a  pardon 
or  an  act  of  grace.  But  where  the  satisfaction  is  not  thus  full  and 
complete,  it  is  no  satisfaction  and  good  for  nothing."  To  this  pur- 
pose is  his  reasoning  from  p.  148  to  p.  153,  where  he  also  endeavours 
to  show  that  the  supposing  God  himself  to  have  found  out  and 
contrived  this  satisfaction  doth  not  at  all  alter  the  case,  or  render 
it  an  act  of  grace  and  mercy.  The  whole  of  what  is  there  offered 
proceeds  upon  this  supposition  ;  that  there  is  an  exact  parallel  be- 
tween the  satisfaction  Christ  made  to  his  heavenly  Father  for  the 
sins  of  mankind,  and  a  pecuniary  surety's  paying  the  money  to  the 
creditor  on  behalf  of  the  debtor.  In  which  case  it  will  be  easily 
acknowledged  that  the  acquitment  of  the  debtor  by  the  creditor  is 
an  act  of  justice ;  and  that  the  creditor  doth  not  properly  remit  any 
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thing  at  all,  or  exercise  any  act  of  mercy  or  generosity  to  the  debtor, 
but  all  the  obligation  is  to  the  surety.  And  if  the  creditor  should 
himself  contrive  to  find  out  some  person  that  would  pay  him  the 
money  instead  of  the  debtor  who  was  insolventi  this  would  not  be 
so  much  a  proof  of  his  kindness  and  compassion  to  the  debtor,  as 
of  his  own  cunning  contrivance  to  get  his  money.  But  if  this  wri- 
ter were  as  well  versed  in  this  controversy  as  he  pretendeth  to  be^  he 
could  not  but  know  that  the  ablest  defenders  of  the  doctrine  of 
Christ's  satisfaction  have  maintained  that  it  is  in  several  respects 
very  different  from  the  satisfaction  made  by  a  pecuniary  surety  to 
the  creditor,  by  paying  him  his  money.  And  the  absurdity  of  ar- 
guing from  the  one  ot  these  to  the  other  hath  been  often  shown. 
The  satisfaction  made  by  Christ  suffering  for  our  sins,  is  properly 
an  expedient  fixed  upon  by  the  wise  and  righteous  Governor  of  the 
world  for  dispensing  his  mercy  to  penitent  sinners  of  the  human 
race,  in  such  a  way  as  may  at  the  same  time  vindicate  the  authority 
of  his  laws,  and  preserve  the  rights  and  dignity  of  his  govemment. 
And  on  this  supposition  we  may  be  sure,  that  if  he  fixeth  upon  any 
expedient,  it  will  be  such  as  is  fitted  to  answer  the  end  proposed  by 
it,  and  in  this  sense  will  be  a  suBScient  satisfaction.  But  the  suf- 
ficiency of  the  satisfaction  taken  in  this  view,  that  is,  its  being  fitted 
to  answer  the  end  proposed  by  it,  which  is,  to  preserve  the  reverence 
due  to  God's  autnority  and  laws,  and  to  manifest  his  glorious 
greatness,  justice,  and  purity,  at  the  same  time  that  he  exerciseth 
the  highest  mercy  to  the  sinner ;  is  indeed  a  proof  of  his  great  rec^ 
toral  wisdom,  but  doth  not  at  all  diminish  the  freedom  of  his  mercy. 
The  pardon  is  as  free  to  the  offenders,  and  is  as  much  the  effect  of 
his  grace  and  goodness,  as  if  it  had  been  given  absolutely  without 
any  such  provision  or  expedient  at  all.  And  this  particular  way  of 
doing  It,  by  giving  his  own  Son  to  suffer  in  our  stead,  is  a  more  glo- 
rious proof  of  his  rich  grace  and  goodness  (and  therefore  still  spoken 
of  in  Scripture  as  the  most  wonderful  instance  of  his  love  to  man- 
kind that  can  possibly  be  conceived)  than  if  he  had  pardoned  sin- 
ners by  a  mere  act  of  his  absolute  prerogative  without  any  such 
satisfaction  at  all.  It  is  still  true  that  eternal  life  is  the  free  gift  of 
God  to  undeserving  sinners,  vrith  this  enhancing  circumstance,  that 
in  order  to  open  a  way  for  conferring  it  upon  us  in  a  manner  suited 
to  the  glory  of  his  government  and  moral  excellencies,  and  the  order 
and  general  good  of  the  moral  world,  he  gave  his  Son  to  suffer  and 
die  for  our  sins,  and  confers  this  life  upon  us  through  his  blood  and 
mediation. 

It  is  therefore  far  from  bein^  true,  which  our  author  urges  against 
this  doctrine,  that  in  this  metnod  all  *  our  thanks  and  praises  must 
be  due  primarily  and  chiefly  to  the  person  who  has  made  this  satis- 
faction for  us ;  and  that  we  cannot  receive  any  thing  at  all  as  a 
free  gift  or  act  of  grace  from  God.*  p.  162.  Or,  as  he  expresseth  it, 
p.  151, '  It  robs  God  of  the  glory  of  his  pardoning  mercy,  and  gives 
all  the  honor  of  it  to  Christ  the  surety.*  For  Christ  did  not  die  for 
us,  to  '  dispose  God  to  be  merciful  to  us,'  as  he  is  pleased  to  repre- 
sent the  sentiments  of  those  that  are  advocates  for  Christ's  satisfac- 
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tion ;  but  it  was  because  he  was  disposed  and  determined  to  show 
mercy  towards  us,  and  that  in  such  a  way  as  should  best  comport 
with  the  dignity  of  his  government,  and  his  illustrious  and  moral 
excellencies,  that  be  sent  bis  Son  to  suffer  and  die  for  our  redemption. 
So  that  this  is  so  far  from  showing,  as  he  would  have  it,  that '  God 
has  no  such  essential  attribute  as  mercy,  or  any  disposition  to  par- 
don or  forgiveness  in  his  own  nature,  p.  150,  that  the  whole  design 
had  its  rise  in  his  rich  grace  and  mercy,  and  the  most  free  and 
boundless  benevolence  of  his  own  nature,  and  is  only  a  contrivance 
of  wisdom  how  to  exercise  his  mercy  towards  sinners,  in  a  way  most 
becoming  his  own  glorious  perfections,  and  the  character  he  beara 
as  the  great  Governor  of  the  world.  In  this  scheme  therefore, 
though  we  are  under  very  great  obligations  to  the  Son,  all  is  ulti- 
mately referred  to  the  glory  of  the  Father ;  and  by  his  grace  we 
are  saved.  All  blessings  come  to  us  from  the  Father,  as  the  Foun- 
tain and  prime  glorious  Author  of  them,  through  the  Son,  as  the 
great  medmm  of  communication.  They  come  as  really  from  the 
Father,  and  are  as  truly  his  gifts,  as  if  there  were  no  regard  had  in 
the  conferring  them  to  the  Mediator  at  all.  The  giving  them  to  us 
through  Jesus  Christ,  and  with  a  regard  to  his  sufferings  and  medi- 
ation on  our  behalf,  relates  only  to  the  fittest  manner  of  conveyance, 
or  that  way  of  distributing  those  gifts,  which  seems  most  fit  to  the 
supreme  wisdom. 

Another  objection  upon  which  he  seems  to  lay  a  great  stress  is 
this,  that  Christ's  satisfaction  is  perfectly  needless,  because  repen- 
tance and  new  obedience  will  do  as  well  without  it.  *  That  God 
will  pardon  sin  upon  repentance  and  reformation,  and  will  never 
reject  or  cast  off  a  penitent  returning  sinner,  is  the  eternal  immu- 
table voice  of  God  m  nature  and  reason,  as  well  as  Scripture ;  and 
therefore  the  case  must  be  the  same,  whether  Christ  had  suffered 
and  died,  or  not.  So  that  there  is  no  room  for  the  common  Jewish 
bjrpothesis  of  satisfaction,  nor  can  this  alter  the  case,  whether  it  be 
supposed  or  not/  pp.  148,  150. 

But  this  which  he  here  lays  down  as  a  truth  of  immutable  and 
eternal  certainty,  that  God  is  obliged  in  all  cases  and  at  all  times 
to  pardon  and  restore  his  offending  creatures  as  often  as  they 
sincerely  repent,  and  to  accept  this  alone  as  a  sufficient  reparation, 
if  understood  absolutely,  and  without  any  limitation,  is  a  most 
absurd  principle,  and  would  entirely  vacate  the  authority  of  the 
divine  government  and  laws.  I  shall  not  repeat  what  I  have 
elsewhere  offered  concerning  this  matter.*  But  I  believe  every 
man  that  attentively  considers  it,  will  find  himself  obliged  to 
acknowledge  that  the  principle  which  the  author  here  pretends  to 
establish  must  necessarily  be  understood  with  limitations  :  and  he 
himself  afterwards  limits  it  within  very  narrow  bounds,  as  I  shall 
have  occasion  to  show.  How  far  repentance  shall  be  accepted  and 
rewarded,  and  how  far  God  will  extend  his  mercy  even  towards 

*  See  '  Answer  to  Christianitj  as  Old  as  the  CreatioD/  rol.  1.  chap,  vi. 
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penitent  sinners^  dependeth  wholly  on  his  governing  wisdom  and 
justic6|  and  what  he  seeth  to  be  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
the  sacred  rights  of  his  government^  and  the  gooa  order  of  the 
whole.  When  therefore  tnis  author  so  confidently  asserteth,  that 
the  case  must  have  been  the  same  jvith  regard  to  God's  accepting^ 
and  rewarding  penitent  returning  sinners,  whether  Christ  had  died 
or  not,  he  boldly  pronounceth  in  the  dark  concerning  a  thing  which 
it  is  impossible  tor  him  to  be  sure  of;  since  he  cannot  pretend 
certainly  to  know  what  the  divine  government  requireth,  and  what 
is  necessary  for  answering  the  ^reat  ends  of  it,  and  for  securing 
and  vindicating  his  sacred  authonty.  Besides^  when  he  representetn 
it  as  a  certain  truth  founded  in  nature  and  reason^  that  God  will 
reward  those  that  repent  and  obey  him^  I  would  desire  to  know 
whether  he  thinks  God  is  obliged,  in  the  nature  and  reason  of 
things,  to  reward  an  imperfect  ol^ience,  mixed  with  many  defects^ 
and  falling  short,  in  many  instances,  of  what  the  divine  law 
requireth  (and  such  is  all  our  obedience  in  this  present  state)  with 
eternal  life,  that  is,  with  as  glorious  a  reward  as  we  could  possibly 
have  hoped  for  if  our  obedience  had  been  absolutely  sinless  and 
without  defect,  yea  and  far  transcending  what  in  that  case  we  could 
have  pretended  to  have  deserved  from  God  ?  Upon  what  principle 
will  he  pretend  to  found  this  ?  Surely  it  must  be  acknowledged^ 
that  it  dependeth  wholly  on  God^s  own  most  free  and  unmerited 
grace  and  goodness,  andf  on  his  supreme  wisdom,  how  far  he  will 
reward  the  imperfect  obedience  of  such  sinful  creatures,  and  what 
kind  of  rewara  he  will  confer,  and  in  what  way  and  method  he  will 
dispense  it^  as  the  fittest  and  most  suitable  to  his  governing  wisdom 
and  righteousness.  And  consequently  no  man  can,  without  the 
highest  arrogancy,  take  upon  him  to  say,  that  the  death  of  Christ 
doth  not  at  all  alter  the  case,  and  that  God  might  as  consistently 
with  the  great  ends  of  his  government  have  conferred  pardon  and 
eternal  life  upon  sinners  without  it  as  with  it.  On  the  contrary,  we 
may  affirm  upon  sure  grounds,  that  God  would  not  have  sent  his 
own  Son  to  undergo  such  grievous  sufferings  for  our  sakes,  if  our 
pardon  and  salvation  might  as  well  have  been  obtained  without  it 

With  regard  to  what  he  saith  concerning  the  impossibility  of 
*  communicating  personal  merit  and  demerit  from  one  person  to 
another,'  (which  is  another  argument  he  makes  use  of  against 
Christ's  satisfaction)  and  that  therefore '  it  must  be  an  eternal  con- 
tradiction in  the  nature  and  reason  of  things  to  suppose  or  say  that 
Christ  was  ever  punished  for  our  sins,  or  that  we  are  rewarded  for 
his  righteousness,'  pp.  155, 224.  It  will  be  easily  admitted,  that  the 
individual  personal  crimes  or  good  actions  of  one  man  cannot 
become  the  individual  personal  crimes  or  good  actions  of  another, 
so  that  that  other  should  be  accounted  to  be  uie  very  individual  person 
that  performed  that  action  or  committed  that  crime.  But,  notwith- 
standing this,  cases  may  happen  in  which  one  man  may  justly 
suffer  lor  the  crimes  committed  by  another,  if  he  voluntarily 
undertakes  to  suffer  instead  of  the  other,  and  the  governing  power 
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in  the  community  seeth  fit  to  accept  of  that  substitution.*  And 
on  the  other  hand,  if  one  man  should  do  a  glorious  action  with  a 
view  that  the  benefit  of  it  should  redound  to  others,  and  if  we 
should  suppose  the  governing  power  to  promise  and  agree^  that  in 
case  of  his  undertaking  and  performing  such  a  difficult  service,  it 
shall  have  such  or  such  effects  for  the  advantage  of  others  ;  then 
there  is  nothing  absurd  in  supposing,  that  in  consequence  of  this^ 
others  may  reap  the  advantage  of  it,  according  to  the  terms  and 
conditions  agreed  on.  Nor  is  there  any  thing  m  all  this  that  can 
be  proved  to  be  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature  or  reason.  Now  to 
apply  this.  It  is  not  pretended  that  Christ's  personal  obedience 
and  sufferings  really  became  our  personal  obedience  and  sufferings ; 
or  that  Ood  doth  esteem  us  personally  to  have  endured  those 
individual  sufferings,  and  to  have  performed  that  individual 
obedience  which  Christ  himself  suffered  and  performed ;  for  that 
were  to  esteem  us  to  be  one  and  the  same  inaividual  person  with 
Christ  himself,  or  esteem  them  to  be  other  than  thev  really  are. 
For  since  what  Christ  did  and  suffered  was  offerea  and  done 
according  to  the  Father*s  wise  and  gracious  will  and  appointment 
for  our  sakes  and  upon  our  account,  to.  obtain  pardon  and  eternal 
life  for  all  those  that  should  comply  with  the  terms  fixed  in  the 
new  covenant :  it  is  highly  congruous,  that  the  benefit  of  Christ's 
obedience  and  sufferings  should  be  applied  to  those  for  whose 
benefit  it  was  designed ;  and  that  in  conferring  pardon  and  eternal 
life  upon  us,  Ood  should  have  a  regard  to  what  nis  Son  by  his  owa 
apnointment  did  and  suffered  on  our  behalf,  as  a  reason  to  bin 
infinite  wisdom  and  righteousness  for  conferring  that  pardon  and 
salvation  upon  us,  in  that  way  and  upon  those  terms  which  he  hath 
appointed.  When  therefore  this  writer  declares,  that  he  is  '  satisfied 
there  is  a  day  coming,  in  which  no  plea  from  the  merits  or 
righteousness  of  Christ  will  be  of  any  avail ;'  and  that  he  is  '  as 
sui-e  of  this  as  he  is  that  God  ever  made  himself  known  to  mankind, 
either  by  the  Christian  revelation  or  any  other  way,'  p.  170.  If  he 
means,  that  this  should  not  be  allowed  as  a  plea  for  those  that 
obstinately  persist  in  impenitency,  and  a  course  of  presumptuous 
disobedience  to  his  authority  and  laws,  or  as  excusing  men  from 
personal  obedience,  it  is  very  true :  but  if  he  means,  that  no  regard 
shall  be  had  to  what  Christ  did  and  suffered  on  our  behalf,  as  a 
reason  why  the  sins  of  the  truly  penitent  shall  be  forgiven  them, 
and  not  ui^ed  against  them  to  their  condemnation  at  the  great  day ; 
and  why  tne  obedience  of  the  truly  upright  and  sincere,  though 
imperfect  and  mixed  with  many  failures  and  defects,  shall  be 
crowned  with  so  glorious  and  transcendent  a  reward,  this  is  not 
true.  Nor  can  he  bring  any  good  argument  to  show  the  absurdity 
of  such  a  scheme,  or  that  there  is  any  thing  in  it  contrary  to  justice 
or  wisdom. 

The  strength  of  what  he  hath  thought  fit  to  urge  against  this 

*  That  for  this  we  hare  the  consent  of  nations,  see  *  Grotius  de  Satisfac.  Christi,' 
cap.  4. 
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dependeth  wholly  upon  the  wrong  representation  he  is  pleased  to 
make  of  this  matter.  He  represents  the  advocates  fcH*  Christ's 
satisfaction  as  '  pleading  the  merit  of  his  death  in  exemption  from 
the  obedience  wnich  God  requires  of  us/  (p.  178),  and  as  supposing 
that  God  will  reward  or  punish  men  in  the  day  of  judgment,  not 
according  to  their  own  personal  actions,  but  *  for  the  actions  of 
others,  without  any  regard  to  the  natural  individuality  or  moral 
characters  of  the  persons  thus  rewarded  or  punished/  pp.  155, 198. 
And  on  this  foundation  he  objecteth  against  the  docUine  of  Christ's 
satisfaction,  as  inconsistent  with  the  great  principle  of  God's 
judging  all  men  at  the  last  day  according  to  their  works;  which 
principle  he  makes  to  be  the  ^  certain  and  infeUible  criterion 
between  true  and  felse  religion.'  But  the  necessity  of  personal 
repentance  and  new  obedience  is  as  strongly  supported  upon  the 
seneme  of  those  that  assert  Christ's  satisfaction  as  it  can  possibly 
be  upon  any  other.  Because  the  benefit  of  Christ's  satisfaction 
doth  only  extend  to  those  who  comply  with  the  terms  fixed  in 
the  new  covenant:  and  it  is  evident  from  the  whole  gospel,  that 
personal  repentance  and  new  obedience  is  there  indispensably 
required  of  all  that  would  be  partakers  of  that  great  salvation 
which  God  ofiereth  to  us  through  his  Son.  It  is  as  true  on  this 
scheme*  as  it  is  on  the  author's  own,  that  *  personal  righteousness, 
or  a  personal  compliance  with  the  terms  of  acceptance,  is  abso- 
lutely and  indispensably  necessary.'  And  it  will  be  easily  acknowledged, 
that '  no  redundancy  of  merit,  or  any  personal  imputed  righteousneto 
of  another,  can  be  ever  taken  in  account  as  an  equivalent  for  this,* 
as  he  expresseth  it,  p.  169,  if  by  this  be  meant,  tliat  it  will  hot 
be  taken  instead  of  our  OMm  personal  obedience,  so  as  to  render 
that  unnecessary.  Yea,  it  may  be  justly  affirmed,  that  there  is 
less  hope  of  pardon  and  indulgence  for  those  who  do  not  no^ 
comply  with  the  terms  of  divine  mercy,  by  repenting  and  forsaking 
their  evil  ways,  upon  the  scheme  of  those  who  maintain  the  gospel 
doctrine  of  Christ's  satisfaction,  than  there  is  or  can  be  upon  the 
scheme  which  this  writer  seems  here  to  advance.  For  since  God 
is  so  Just  and  holy,  and  hath  such  an  inviolable  regard  to  the 
authority  of  his  government  and  laws  that  he  would  not  pardon  our 
sins,  and  give  us  eternal  life,  even  upon  onr  repentance,  and  sincere 
though  imperfect  obedience,  without  at  the  same  time  making  such 
an  enectual  provision  for  securing  the  authority  of  his  government 
by  the  sufferings  of  his  own  Son  incur  nature  ana  stead;  then  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  those  cannot  hope  to  escape,  who  by  their  impenitency  and 
disobedience  reject  this  remedy  which  he  hath  in  his  infinite  wisdom 
and  goodness  provided  for  them ;  and  that  they,  who  now  refuse  to 
comply  with  the  terms  on  which  alone  pardon  and  salvation  is 
offered  through  his  Son,  can  have  no  ground  to  expect  any  further 
offerof  mercy  in  any  future  time  or  state  of  things.  Than  which  nothing 
can  possibly  be  a  stronger  argument  to  show  the  absolute  necessity 
of  a  present  compliance  with  the  gospel  terms,  that  is,  to  engage 
us  to  present  repentance  and  new  obedience.  Whereas,  if  repen- 
tance and  reformation  alone  be  supposed  at  all  times  a  sufficient 
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satisfaction  withoat  any  other  provision  for  securing  the  majesty  of 
the  divine  government,  and  the  authority  of  his  laws ;  then,  though 

Sersons  should  reject  the  terms  on  which  mercy  is  now  offered 
uring  this  state  of  trial,  yet  they  might  hope,  that  if  at  any  time 
during  the  course  of  their  existence  even  after  this  life  is  at  an  end, 
they  diould  repent  and  be  reformed,  God  would  pardon  and  save 
them :  and  that  the  way  would  always  be  open  for  their  being 
received  into  favour,  as  often  as  ever  they  should  repent  and  t^ 
reformed,  not  only  in  this  life,  but  to  all  eternity :  and  whether 
this,  if  it  were  really  believed,  would  not  be  a  great  encouragement 
to  defer  their  repentance  and  reformation,  and  to  indulge  themselves 
in  a  present  gratification  of  their  con'upt  appetites,  may  be  left  to 
the  consideration  of  any  impartial  thmking  person.  That  which 
the  author  declares  concerning  the  doctrine  which  he  hath  ad- 
vanced, may,  with  much  greater  propriety,  be  applied  to  the 
Scripture  doctrine  of  Christ's  satisfaction,  that '  it  is  the  doctrine 
that  must  support  the  authority  of  God,  and  keep  up  the  awe  and 
influence  of  his  governing  justice  and  moral  perfections  in  the 
world,'  p.  199.  At  the  same  time  that  the  most  glorious  favours 
and  benefits  are  conferred  upon  sinful  creatures,  on  condition  of 
their  returning  to  God  bjr  repentance,  and  a  sincere  though 
imperfect  obedience, '  care  is  taken  to  guard  and  temper  this 
marvellous  grace,  so  as  not  to  give  them  any  temptation  either  to 
think  lightly  of  the  evil  of  those  sins  which  are  so  fully  pardoned, 
or  to  entertain  too  high  thoughts  of  the  merit  of  their  obedi^ice, 
which  is  80  gloriously  rewarded. 

Another  attempt  this  writer  makes  a^inst  the  satisfaction  of 
Christ  is  this,  that  the  '  redundancy  of  Christ's  merit  could  not  be 

E laced  to  our  account,  because  all  that  was  done  and  suffered  by 
im  was  necessary  to  himself,  and  on  his  own  account.  As  he 
was  under  a  law  to  God,  and  acted  with  the  prospect  of  a  glorious 
eternal  reward,  he  could  not  have  failed  in  any  part  of  his  obedience 
without  losing  that  reward,  and  forfeiting  the  divine  favour.  He 
finished  the  work  that  was  ^ven  him  to  do,  but  then  he  did  no 
more  than  he  was  bound  to  do,  and  nothing  less  could  have  been 
accepted  from  him.  And  though  his  obedience  was  free,  it  was  a 
necessaiy  obligation  laid  upon  him  by  the  will  and  law  of  God  ; 
from  which  he  would  gladly  have  been  excused  if  his  heavenly 
Father  had  thought  fit.  His  praying  earnestly  not  to  be  put  upon 
such  a  trial  shows  that  he  had  no  such  notion  of  the  necessity  of 
his  death  as  a  propitiation  and  atonement  for  the  sins  of  the  world. 
He  would  not  have  spent  a  whole  night  in  such  passionate  prayers 
to  God  in  order  to  prevent  a  thing  which  he  certainly  knew  must 
happen,  and  which  had  been  previously  agreed  on  between  the 
Fatner  and  him,'  see  pp.  154,  155. 

It  will  be  easily  owned  that  Christ  having  once  freely  under- 
taken the  work  of  our  redemption,  was  under  an  obligation  to  finish 
it.  But  then  it  must  be  considered  that  his  assuming  our  nature, 
and  being  brought  under  this  obligation  to  suffer  and  die  for  us, 
was  not  merely  by  an  act  of  God's  absolute  authority,  but  by  his 
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own  free  consent  and  voluntary  susception.    And  his  undertaking 
this  is  still  represented  as  the  most  astonishing  proof  of  his  won- 
derful lo?e  to  mankind^  a   love  beyond   all   comprehension^  and 
beyond  all  parallel.     And  though  it  pleased  God  highly  to  reward 
him  in  his  human  nature  for  his  humiliation  and  sufferings,  the 
prospect  of  which  helped  to  support  him  under  those  sunerings, 
yet  nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  it  is  from  the  whole  New 
Testament,  that  the  proper  design  of  his  coming  into  the  world  was 
not  to  procure  glory  to  himself ;  for  this  he  had  '  with  the  Father 
before  the  world  was ;'  but  to  '  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was 
lost.     What  he  did  and  suffered  was  truly  and  properly  on  our 
account,  to  open  a  way  for  our  bein^  pardoned  and  raised  to  the 
highest  felicity  according  to  the  glonous  designs  of  infinite  wisdom 
and  goodness.     The  law  he  was  under  as  Mediator,  by  his  own 
consent  and  the  Father's  appointment,  obliged  him  to  make  *  his 
soul  an  offering  for  sin/  to  suffer  and  die  for  our  offences,  and 
thereby  to  '  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,'  and  to  '  give  his  life 
a  ransom  for  many.'    And  it  is  very  odd  to  areue,  that  because  he 
was  under  this  law,  therefore  what  h^  did  and  suffered  could  not 
be  accepted  on  our  account,  when  by  the  essential  tenor  of  this 
law  what  he  did  and  suffered  was  done  upon  our  account,  and  was 
to  be  accepted  on  our  behalf. 
And  whereas  this  writer  argues,  that  Christ  would  not  have 
rayed  to  the  Father  that  the  bitter  cup  might  pass  from  him,  if 
e  had  had  an]^  <  notion  of  his  death  as  a  propitiation  for  the  sins  of 
the  world,'  or  if  he  had  '  certainly  known  that  his  death  was  a 
thing  that  must  happen,  and  which  had  been  previously  agreed  on 
between  the  Father  and  him :'  it  is  manifest  that  this  prayer  could 
not  be  intended  as  he  represents  it.     Since  it  plainly  appeareth, 
from  many  express  passages  in  the  gospel,  that  our  Lord  very  well 
knew  that  he  must  certainly  suffer  ana  die ;  and  that  this  was  the 
work  which  the  *  Father  had  given  him  to  do/  and   which   he 
himself  had  freely  undertaken.     As  he  declareth  in  general,  that 
he  came  into  the  world  '  to  do  the  will'  of  his  heavenly  Father  that 
^  sent  him ;'  so  also  that  one  great  end  for  which  he  was  sent  was 
that  he  might '  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  many,'  Matt.  xx.  28,  and 
might  ^  give  his  flesh  for  the  life  of  the  world,'  John  vi.  51.     He 
expressly  saith, '  as  the  Father  knoweth  me,  even  so  know  I  the 
Father:    i.  e.  the  Father  knoweth  my  intentions  and  dispositions, 
and  I  am  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  Father's  most  wise  and 
gracious  counsels  and  designs :  ^  and  I  lay  down  my  life  for  the 
sheep.    Therefore  doth  my  Father  love  me,  because  I  lay  down 
my  life.     No  man  taketh  it  from  me,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myself; 
I  have  power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  again. 
This  cx)mmandment  have  I  received  of  my  Father/  John  x.  15, 
17,  18.    A  most  remarkable  passage,  from  which  it  appeareth,  that 
the  laying  down  his  life  for  me  salvation  of  mankind  was  a  thing, 
in  which  the  Father's  appointment  and  his  own  most  free  and 
voluntary  consent  perfectly  concurred.  It  was  not  a  mere  constraint 
laid  upon  him  by  God's  absolute  authority  ;  his  life  was  not  taken 
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from  him,  whether  he  would  or  not ;  but  he  laid  it  down  of  himself; 
it  was  his  own  act  and  choice,  and  therefore  the  Father  loved  him. 
Here  therefore  we  have  the  substance  of  what  divines  commonly 
call  the  covenant  of  redemption,  and  which  our  author  has  thought 
fit  to  ridicule,  pp.  222,  223,  For  our  Saviour  here  plainly  repre- 
senteth  his  laying  down  his  life  for  the  sheep  as  a  thing  agreed 
upon  between  the  Father  and  him ;  and  that  the  design  of  all  was 
for  our  sakes,  to  procure  the  salvation  of  sinners.  Accordingly, 
he  frequently  and  expressly  told  his  disciples  what  manner  of  death 
he  was  to  die^  what  kind  of  sufferings  he  was  to  endure,  and  the 
principal  circumstances  of  those  sufferings ;  and  this  he  foretold  as 
a  thing  which  he  knew  would  most  certainly  come  to  pass.*  And 
when  Peter,  upon  heaving  him  declare  that  he  was  to  suffer  and 
die,  took  on  him  to  say,  *  Far  be  it  from  thee,  Lord,  this  shall  not 
be  unto  thee ;'  he  gave  him  the  severest  rebuke  that  ever  he  gave 
to  any  of  his  disciples, '  Get  thee  behind  me,  Satan,  thou  art  an 
offence  unto  me,  for  thou  savourest  not  the  things  which  be  of 
God,  but  those  that  be  of  men/  Matt.  xvi.  21 — 23.  From  whence 
it  appears  what  a  strong  sense  he  had  of  the  certainty  of  his 
sufferings  and  death,  and  the  importance  and  necessity  of  those 
sufferings  for  answering  very  valuable  ends  and  purposes.  To 
which  it  may  be  added,  that  that  very  night  in  which  he  was 
betrayed,  he  instituted  an  ordinance  to  be  observed  in  his  church 
for  a  perpetual  memorial  of  his  body  broken  and  blood  shed  for  the 
remission  of  sins ;  where  he  represented  it  as  a  thing  which  was  no 
less  certain  than  if  it  had  been  actually  accomplished.  It  is  evident 
therefore  that  the  design  of  those  prayers  which  he  offered  up  to 
the  Father  immediately  after  this,  could  not  be  with  any  view  or 
expectation  that  his  sufferings  and  death  should  be  prevented, 
since  he  perfectly  knew  that  ne  must  suffer  and  die  ;  that  it  was 
the  Father's  will  that  he  should  do  so ;  and  that  this  was  one  im- 
portant part  of  the  work  which  was  given  him  to  do,  and  which  he 
himself  nad  freely  undertaken.  But  either  the  design  of  his  prayer 
.was  that  he  might  be  delivered  from  those  tremendous  sorrows  and 
agonies  of  soul  which  he  then  laboured  under,  and  which  were 
beyond  all  expression  grievous,  as  appears  from  the  accounts  the 
evangelists  give  us  of  them  ;  and  this  was  not  a  declining  the  work 
that  was  given  him  to  do  for  our  salvation  ;  since  the  extremity  of 
those  sorrows  might  be  allayed  or  dispensed  with,  though  his 
dying  for  our  sins  could  not :  or  if  the  bitter  cup  mentioned  by  our 
Saviour  in  his  prayer  related  to  the  whole  of  his  suffering  and 
dying,  then  the  design  of  his  prayer  taken  together  is  evidently 
this ;  to  signify  that  his  sufferings  and  sorrows  were  so  inexpressibly 
grievous  and  dreadful  that  if  it  were  possible  he  could  have  wished  to 
be  delivered  from  them  ;  but  that  as  he  knew  it  was  the  Father's  will 
for  very  wise  and  valuable  ends,  he  submitted  and  resigned  himself  to 
undergo  them,  however  grievous  and  shocking  they  might  be,  in  them- 
selves considered.  Tothesame  purpose  is  the  prayer  hebad  uttered  not 

•  See  Matt.  xri.  «1.  xx.  17,  18,  19.  Mark  ix.  31.  x.  33,  34.   Luke  xyiii.  31,  32, 33. 
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long  before  on  the  prospect  of  his  sufTerings,  John  xii.  27«  28| 
'  Now  is  my  soul  troubled,  and  what  shall  I  say  ?  Father  save  me 
from  this  hour :  but  for  this  cause  came  I  unto  this  hour :  Father, 
glorify  thy  name/  i.  e.  I  foresee  my  sufferings  will  be  so  great  and 
grievousy  that  the  prospect  of  them  fills  mv  soul  with  trouble  and 
amazement,  so  that  I  could  wish  if  possible  to  be  delivered  from 
that  hour  of  suffering  and  sorrow  which  I  see  approaching :  but 
as  I  know  that  for  this  end  I  came  into  the  world,  and  that  this  is 
thy  will,  and  what  thou  hast  appointed  for  wise  and  gracious  ends ; 
it  IS  my  desire  and  will  that  thou  shouldst  glorify  thy  name,  and 
fulfil  the  designs  of  thy  wisdom  and  goodness,  though  by  my  most 
grievous  sufferings. 

Whereas  therefore  this  writer  tells  us,  that  Christ '  would  gladly 
have  been  excused'  from  this  trial, '  if  his  heavenly  Father  had 
thought  fit  /  it  is  very  true,  that  he  would  have  been  willing  to 
have  been  freed  from  those  sufferings,  if  it  had  been  consistent  with 
the  great  designs  of  the  divine  wisdom  and  goodness ;  for  he  did 
not  choose  sufferings  in  themselves  and  for  their  own  sakes  :   but 
taking  in  the  whole,  that  it  was  the  Father's  will,  and  that  such 
great  and  valuable  ends  were  to  be  answered  by  it,  he  was  willing 
and  did  undertake  it*     So  that  it  is  not  true,  that  he  ^  declined  a 
few  hours'  bodily  sufferings,'  as  he  represents  it     For  he  did  not 
decline  his  sufferings  upon  the  whole,  and  taking  in  all  conside- 
rations :  he  only  poured  forth  his  sorrows  before  his  heavenly  Father, 
and  at  the  same  time  that  he  expressed  his  natural  avei'sion  and 
horrors  of  those  sufferings  absolutely  and  in  themselves  considered, 
he  declared  his  resolution  to  undergo  them  as  the  case  was  circum- 
stanced.    And  this  prayer  of  his  is  highly  useful  for  our  sakes,  to 
give  us  a  more  lively  sense  of  the  exceeding  greatness  of  his 
sufferings  and  sorrows ;  and  of  the  ^eat  importance  and  necessity 
of  them,  that  they  were  such  as  could  not  be  dispensed  with ;  and 
to  set  us  a  pattern  of  the  most  entire  resignation  to  God  in  the 
most  difficult  and  trying  circumstances.  And  I  think  this  is  evident 
from  the  whole  account  that  is  given  us  of  our  Saviour's  last  agonies* 
and  sorrows,  that  there  was  more  in  them  than  die  mere  dread  and 
apprehension  of  temporal  death,  and  the  sufferings  he  endured 
from  the  hands  of  men.    It  was  not  the  mere  prospect  of  a  '  few 
hours'  bodily  pain  in  a  way  that  so  many  thousands,  had  sufiered 
before  him/  as  this  writer  expresseth  it,  that  filled  his  soul  with 
such  agonies  and  conflict.     Since  many  of  the  martyrs,  vastly 
inferior  to  him  in  a  true  firmness  and  constancy  of  mind,  have  been 
enabled  to  bear  temporal  death,  and  the  severest  bodily  suffering, 
not  only  with  patience,  but  with  joy  and  exultation  of  mind.   It  is 
evident  there  was  something  in  his  sufferings  and  sorrows  that  lay 
much  deeper,  and  which  far  transcended  the  greatest  sufferings  of 
the  persecuted  saints  and  martyrs ;  something  that  we  are  not  able 
distinctly  to  describe  and  to  explain ;  but  which  should  fill  us  with 
awful  thoughts  of  the  majesty,  greatness,  and  purity  of  God,  and 
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of  his  abhorrence  against  sin,  when  we  consider  that  all  these  bit 
sufferings^  so  grievous  and  inexpressible,  were  for  our  sins. 

There  is  one  objection  more  which  our  author  frequently  insists 
upon  with  a  peculiar  air  of  triumph,  as  a  perfect  demonstration 
that  there  can  be  no  foundation  for  the  doctrine  of  Christ^s  satis^ 
fection  in  Scripture ;  and  that  is,  that  there  ^  was  no  such  thing  us 
vicarious  sacrifices  under  the  kw  of  Moses,  and  therefore  there 
could  be  no  reference  to  any  such  sacrifies  in  the  New  Testament 
when  speaking  of  the  death  of  Christ ;  and  this  he  proves,  because 
under  that  law  '  no  other  penalty  of  what  nature  or  Kind  soever  was 
ever  taken  off  or  mitigated  on  the  account  of  sacrifice.  But  this 
hath  been  shown  to  l^  a  great  mistake :  see  above  chap.  vi.  to 
which  I  refer  the  reader ;  where  he  will  find  all  that  the  author 
offers  with  a  view  to  prove  there  could  be  no  expiatory  sacrifice 
under  the  law  of  Moses,  considered.  I  shall  only  here  farther 
observe,  that  whereas  he  wonders  at  Grotius  and  the  systematical 
divines,  for  supposing  that  *  ever  the  life  of  a  beast  under  the  law 
was  taken  and  accepted  of  instead  of  the  life  of  the  offender ;'  and 
declares,  that  if  '  they  can  give  him  any  such  instance,  he  will  be 
bound  under  a  penalty  never  to  speak  a  word  more/  pp.  126,  127. 
If  he  understands  by  it,  that  they  must  give  him  an  instance,  where 
a  person  that  had  been  guilty  of  a  crime  against  which  the  law  had 
expressly  denounced  the  civil  penalty  of  death,  was  by  law  to  be 
freed  from  that  penalty  upon  offering  a  sacrifice :  this  is,  what 
none  of  those  systematical  divines  over  whom  he  so  unmercifully 
triumphs  were  ever  so  absurd  as  to  suppose  :  for  they  all  know  that 
in  such  cases  there  were  no  sacrifices  appointed  or  admitted  by  law 
at  all.  But  then  this  is  so  far  from  proving,  as  this  writer  intends 
it,  that  there  were  no  vicarious  sacrifices  under  the  law,  that  it 
rather  proves  the  contrary.  For  the  reason  why  no  sacrifices  were 
appointed  in  those  cases  was,  because  sacrifices  were  understood  to 
free  a  man  from  the  penalty  he  had  incurred  by  his  crime.  And 
therefore  when  it  was  designed  that  the  offender  in  person  must 
die,  and  when  it  was  judged  necessary  for  the  good  of  the  com- 
munity that  it  should  be  so,  no  sacrifices  were  appointed,  because 
he  must  shed  his  own  blood,  and  therefore  no  blood  of  the  beast 
was  to  be  shed  to  make  atonement  for  him.  If  sacrifices  had  been 
admitted  in  such  cases,  and  yet  the  punishment  had  been  inflicted 
on  the  criminal,  it  might  have  been  argued  that  diose  sacrifices 
were  of  no  avail  to  avert  the  threatened  penalty.  But  it  is  a  general 
rule,  that  in  all  cases  where  it  was  judged  necessary  that  the 
offender  himself  should  suffer  in  his  own  person,  whether  it  Were 
the  punishment  of  death,  or  any  other  penalty,  thete  was  no  sacrifice 
to  be  offered,  or  blood  of  atonement  to  be  shed  for  him  at  all : 
and  on  the  other  hand,  in  all  cases  where  the  blood  or  life  of  the 
beast  was  to  be  offered  for  the  man  to  make  atonement  for  him, 
the  law  never  appointed  death  or  any  other  penalty  whatsoever  to 
be  actually  innicted  on  him;  which  shows  that  sacrifices  were 
supposed  to  avert  the  penalty  from  the  person  on  whose  account 
they  were  offered. 
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In  cases  where  sacrifices  were  prescribed  to  be  offered  for  sin, 
the  man  that  came  to  offer  the  sacrifice  was  to  'lay  his  hand'  u|)on 
the  head  of  the  victim,  and  to  'confess  his  sin/ and  'trespass  which 
he  had  committed/  Lev.  v.  5,  and  if  he  had  wronged  his  neighbour, 
was  to  make  restitution ;  and  then  the  animal  was  to  be  slain,  and 
his  blood  shed  and  sprinkled  upon  the  altar,  and  thereby  offered  to 
the  diyine  majesty :  and  hereupon  the  offender  was,  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  freed  from  the  guilt  he  had  contracted.  The  curse  he  had 
incurred  in  strict  justice  was  supposed  to  be  averted  by  the  blood 
of  the  sacrifice  shed  for  atonement.  For  it  is  declared,  that  it  is 
'  the  blood  that  maketh  atonement  for  the  soul :'  and  the  reason  is 
given,  'because  the  life  of  the  flesh  is  in  the  blood/  Lev.  xvii.  IK 
From  whence  it  is  plain,  that  the  atonement  lay  in  this,  that  the 
blood  or  life  of  the  animal  was  given  or  offered  for  the  offender,  to 
free  him  from  the  guilt  he  had  contracted,  and  the  curse  and  punish- 
ment he  had  incurred  by  his  sin.  And  accordingly  this  writer 
himself  tells  us,  that  the  Jews  had  a  'very  high  opinion  of  their  le- 
sal  sacrifices  and  atonements  by  blood :'  and  that  it  was  'an  esta- 
blished principle  with  the  whole  Jewish  nation,  that  without  shed- 
ding of  blood  there  could  be  no  remission  :'  and  that  they  thought 
that  'God  himself  could  be  no  otherwise  satisfied  and  atoned  but 
with  blood.'  And  therefore  he  would  have  it  that  St.  Paul  was 
obliged  td  talk  of  the  blood  and  death  of  Christ  as  an  expiatory 
sacnfice  in  compliance  with  their  prejudices ;  but  that  the  meta- 
phor, as  he  uses  it,  'ought  not  to  be  strained  to  the  rigid,  literal 
and  most  absurd  sense  of  the  Jewish  law,'  pp.  163 — 166.  Where 
he  manifestly  supposeth,  that  the  Jews  did  acknowledge  a  vicarious 
sacrifice  in  that  sense  in  which  it  is  to  be  understood  in  this  ques- 
tion, and  that  this  was  agreeable  to  the  'literal  sense^  of  their  own 
law.  And  hence  he  frequently  calleth  the  assertors  of  Christ's 
satisfaction  '  Judaizers/  and  the  doctrine  itself  the  'Jewish  doctrine 
of  propitiation  and  atonement.'  And  yet  this  same  very  consistent 
wnter  hath  the  confidence  to  assert  over  and  over  again,  that  there 
'was  no  such  thing  as  a  vicarious  sacrifice  under  the  law;'  and  that 
'therefore  the  apostle  Paul  could  not  refer  to  any  such  practice,  or 
suppose  the  death  of  Christ  analogous  to  a  thins  that  never  existed, 
not  so  much  as  in  supposition.  And  therefore  the  Christian  priests 
who  have  introduced  tnis  notion  of  a  vicarious  penal  sacrifice,  have 
run  into  grosser  absurdities  and  more  dangerous  errors  concerning 
it,  than  ever  the  Jewish  or  Pagan  priests  had  done/  p.  210.  But 
that  the  notion  of  vicarious  sacrifices  was  not  first  introduced  by 
the  Christian  priests,  but  had  obtained  long  before  both  among  Jews 
imd  pagans,  may  be  proved  with  the  clearest  evidence.*  And  it  is 
also  undeniably  evident  that  Christ's  sufferings  and  death  all  along 
in  the  New  Testament  are  represented  under  the  notion  of  an  'expi- 
atory sacrifice  /  and  that  the  sacrifices  that  were  offered  under  me 
law  are  tliere  represented  as  the  types  and  figures  of  that  most  per- 

*  For  Uu8  see  among  others  Dr.  Outram  de  tacrif.  lib.  1.  cap.  zxii.  aee  also  can.  xx. 
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feet  oblation  which  Christ  hath  offered^  and  of  the  true  atonement 
for  the  sins  of  mankind  made  by  his  sufferincc  and  dyin^  for  us. 

The  way  our  author  taketh  to  account  for  Christ's  sufferings  and 
death  being  called  a  propitiation  and  sacrifice  is  pretty  extraordinary. 
He  makes  a  propitiation,  or  sacrifice  in  general,  to  be  something  offered 
to  God  by  a  voluntary  actof  obedience  to  him,  uponwhich  God  becomes 
propitious  to  the  person  who  yieldsand  performs  that  obedience.  And 
therefore  Christ's  propitiation  according  to  him  was  nothing  but  the 
obedience  offered  to  God  upon  which  God  becamepropitious  to  him^  and 
highly  rewarded  him^  as  ne  will  also  be  propitious  to  us  upon  our 
obedience.  And  he  saith^  that '  Christ  by  nis  death  and  shedding 
his  own  blood  made  a  public  declaration  or  authentic  notification 
from  God  of  the  propitiatory  reconciling  virtue  or  acceptableness  of 
such  personal  obedience/  p.  225.  But  at  this  rate  Christ  could  not 
be  said  to  offer  a  propitiation  for  us  at  all,  but  only  for  himself, 
and  every  man  as  well  as  he  might  be  said  to  offer  a  propitiation 
for  himself  by  his  own  obedience.  And  how  this  will  agree  with 
the  Scripture  expressions,  and  the  account  there  given  us,  may  be 
left  to  any  man  of  common  understanding  that  can  read  the  New 
Testament.  Besides,  I  do  not  see  how  upon  this  scheme  he  can  be 
said  to  be  a  ^propitiation  for  sins'  at  all,  much  less  for  Hhe  sins  of 
the  whole  world :  since  he  had  no  sins  of  his  own  to  atone  for,  and 
according  to  this  writer  made  no  atonement  for  ours.  Nor  can  I 
see  with  what  sense  it  can  be  said,  that  'Christ  by  his  death,  and 
shedding  his  own  blood,  made  an  authentic  notification  from  God 
of  the  propitiatory  virtue  and  acceptableness  of  his  obedience ;'  since 
it  was  not  his  suffering  and  dying  that  properly  notified  to  the 
world  the  acceptableness  of  his  obedience,  and  that  God  was  well 
pleased  with  him  and  his  obedience,  but  his  resurrection  and  con- 
sequent glorification.  And  therefore  it  was  this,  and  not  his  suf- 
fenn^s  and  death,  that  according  to  our  author's  account  of  it, 
should  have  been  called  a  propitiation,  which  he  makes  to  be  only 
declarative  of  the  virtue  and  acceptableness  of  his  obedience.  But 
I  shall  not  spend  any  more  time  in  considering  the  account  he  pre- 
tends to  give  of  this  matter  which  hath  nothing  to  support  it  but 
his  own  imagination.  But  this  I  am  confident  of,  that  if  there  had 
been  nothing  more  in  our  Saviour's  sufferings  and  death  than  this 
writer  ^iicpuld  have  to  be  understood  and  intended  by  it,  the  New 
Testament  writers  would  never  have  spoken  of  it,  and  represented  it  in 
the  manner  they  have  done,  and  in  phrases  which  according  to  the  usoge 
of  themthatthenobtained  through  all  the  world  both  among  Jews  and 
Gentiles,must  almostunavoidably  lead  them  to  quitedifferent  notions, 
and  to  look  upon  it  as  making  a  true  expiation  for  the  sins  of  the  world. 

This  book  is  already  swelled  so  much  beyond  my  original  inten- 
tion, that  I  must  be  very  brief  in  my  reflections  on  the  account  he 
pretends  to  give  of  some  other  doctrines  of  Christianity.  Thus 
under  pretence  of  rectifying  the  mistakes  that  have  prevailed  among 
'Christian  divines  for  1400  years  past  to  the  unspeakable  detriment 
of  the  Christian  world,  and  of  mankind  in  general,*  with  regard  to 
the  *  Christian  doctrine  of  pardon  upon  repentance,'  he  makes  a     ^ 
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very  extraordinary  attempt  to  prove,  that  not  one  wilful  sin  under 
the  gospel  shall  be  pardoned  even  though  a  man  doth  sincerely  re- 
pent of  it  and  forsake  it.  And  that  the  general  offer  of  pardon 
upon  repentance  made  in  the  gospel,  extended  only  to  the  sins 
committed  by  Jews  or  heathens  before  their  embracing  the  faith  of 
Christ,  but  did  not  extend  to  any  one  wilful  presumptuous  sin 
'committed  under  the  gospel  dispensation  itself,  after  men  had  en- 

fag^d  themselves  in  the  Christian  Covenant/  see  from  p.  170  to  p. 
77,  this  is  to  make  the  grace  of  the  gospel  much  narrower  than  it 
was  under  the  Old  Testament  dispensation.  For  in  the  law  of 
Moses  there  was  pardon  not  only  for  sins  of  ignorance,  but  even 
for  wilful,  deliberate  sins  which  were  afterwards  sincerely  repented 
of,  and  which  the  offender  himself  had  voluntarily  confessed  ;  such 
are  the  instances  mentioned,  Lev.  vi.  2,  3.  And  it  is  evident  that 
the  prophets  every  where  abound  with  promises  of  pardon  and 
mercy  even  to  the  greatest  sinners  upon  their  repentance  and  refor- 
mation. And  can  it  be  supposed  that  the  gospel  dispensation^ 
which  makes  the  most  glorious  discoveries  of  the  divine  grace  and 
goodness,  was  designed  to  confine  the  mercy  of  God  towards  peni- 
tent returning  sinners  in  narrower  limits  than  it  had  been  before,  as 
it  must  have  been  if  the  representation  our  author  gives  of  it  be 
true  ?  He  pretends  to  prove  this  by  three  texts  ;  two  of  which,  viz. 
Heb.  vi.  4 — 6,  and  Heb.  x*  26,  27,  are  evidently  to  be  understood 
not  of  any  one  single  wilful  sin  which  a  man  might  happen  to  com- 
mit, and  of  which  he  afterwards  sincerelyjrepented,  but  of  a  total  apoa- 
tacy  from  the  Christian  faith  and  practice,  as  will  appear  to  any 
one  that  impartially  considers  those  passages ;  and  the  reader  that 
would  see  this  clearly  proved,  may  consult  Dr.  Whitby.  With  respect 
to  one  of  these  passages,  viz.  Heb.  vi,  4 — 6,  the  author  is  guilty  of 
a  signal  falsification  of  the  text.  For  he  represents  it  as  if  it  had 
been  said,  that  it  is  quite  impossible  to  renew  the  persons  there 
mentioned  ^  by  repentance ;'  and  puts  these  words  in  large  charac- 
ters to  distinguish  them ;  the  sense  of  which  he  makes  to  be  this, 
'That  it  is  impossible  to  restore  them  to  pardon,  though  they  should 
repent.'  Whereas,  the  original  has  it  as  it  is  justly  rendered  in  our 
translation,  that  it  is  impossible  to  renew  them  'unto  repen- 
tance,' viz.  because  thev  had  sinned  against  the  best  and  most 
effectual  means  that  could  be  made  use  of  to  convince  and  to  con- 
vert them.  And  the  simile  by  which  he  illustrates  it  necessarily  re- 
quires this  sense.  For  he  compares  their  case  to  that  of  ^barren 
ground,  which  though  it  hath  had  rain  coming  upon  it,  and  hath 
been  often  dressed  and  cultivated,  bringeth  forth  nothing  but  briars 
and  thorns,  and  is  therefore  'rejected  and  nigh  unto  cursing.* 
Where  his  meaning  cannot  be,  that  if  that  land  after  long  con- 
tinuing barren,  should  at  length  bring  forth  fruit  and  grain,  it  must 
notwithstanding  this  be  i-ejected ;  but  that  there  was  no  hope  of  its 
ever  becoming  fruitful  after  all  the  cultivation  that  had  been  laid 
upon  it  had  proved  ineffectual,  and  therefore  it  was  rejected  and 
accursed.  Tne  last  passage  he  produceth  is  from  John  v.  16 — 18, 
concerning  '  the  sin  unto  death,'  which  he  pretends  cannot  be  under- 
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stood  of  a  total  apostacy  from  the  faith  of  Christ,  or  of  the  sin 
against  the  Holy  (ihost,  becaase  it  is  said  to  be  the  sin  of  a  'bro- 
ther or  fellow-professor  of  Christ,  which  an  apostate  could  not  be/ 
But  without  entering  into  a  particular  explication  of  that  passage, 
which  would  lead  me  too  fiir,  I  shall  only  observe  that  the  author's 
observation  upon  it  will  not  hold  good.  Though  'the  sin  unto 
death/  is  not  there  'expressly  said  to  be  the  sin  of  a  brother/  as 
this  writer  affirms :  or  if  the  apostle  had  expressed  it  thus,  'if  a 
brother  sin  a  sin  unto  death/  &c.,  it  would  not  have  followed  that 
this  sin  unto  death  could  not  be  understood  of  an  apostacy  from 
the  gospel.  For  it  would  be  sufficient  to  justify  such  a  manner  of 
expression,  if  the  person  guilty  of  that  sin  was  one  that  had  before 
professed  himself  a  brother  or  a  Christian.  Nor  can  I  see  any  ab- 
surdity in  such  a  phrase  as  this ;  if  a  Christian  should  totally  apos- 
tatize from  the  faith  and  practice  of  the  gospel,  he  cannot  expect 
divine  pardon  and  mercy.  And  of  some  such  persons  the  apostle 
John  seems  to  speak  in  several  passages  of  this  epistle.  But  what- 
ever be  the  precise  meaning  of  tnis  passage,  into  which  I  shall  not 
now  particularly  inquire,  it  cannot  admit  of  the  interpretation  he 
gives  of  it  He  is  pleased  to  talk  of  the  'unnatural,  forced,  and 
constrained  constructions  that  divines  put  upon  these  words,'  but  I 
know  of  no  construction  so  absurd  and  unnatural  as  his  own. 
Which  is,  that  this  sin  unto  death  must  signify  any  'wilful  pre- 
sumptuous sin  under  the  gospel  in  violation  of  a  man^s  covenant  en- 
gagements to  the  Christian  faith  and  practice :'  that  every  such  sin 
18  (he  sin  unto  death  which  is  not  to  be  prayed  for,  and  which  ac- 
cording to  this  author  cannot  be  forgiven  even  upon  repentance 
and  reformation.  Whereas  it  is  evident  from  the  whole  gospel  that 
that  cannot  be  called  a  *  sin  unto  death/  which  is  sincerely  repented 
of.     'Repentance  and  remission  of  sins/  are  there  always  joined  to- 

fBther,  as  having  an  inseparable  connexion  :  and  in  this  very  epistle 
t.  John  saith,  that  'the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth  us  from  all 
sins,'  that  is  from  all  sin  truly  repented  of,  1  John  i.  7,  for  so  he 
explains  himself,  ver.  9,  *  If  we  confess  our  sins'  where  confession 
is  put  for  the  whole  of  true  repentance,  of  which  it  is  a  part,  'he 
is  faithful  and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse  us  from  all 
unrighteousness/ 

The  reasons  this  writer  pretends  to  ^ve  to  show  the  absurdity  of 
supposing  that  wilful  presumptuous  sins  are  pardonable  upon  re- 
pentance, proceed  entirely  upon  a  wrong  representation  of  the 
doctrine  of  repentance.  If  repentance  were  supposed  to  be  no  more 
than  a  man's  expressing  his  sorrow  for  his  sins  at  the  same  time 
that  he  persists  in  the  practice  of  those  wilful  presumptuous  sins 
which  he  pretends  to  confess  and  bewail,  or  a  crying  to  God  for 
mercy  in  nis  last  hours,  and  feeling  some  bitterness  and  remorse 
from  an  apprehension  of  the  wrath  and  miseiy  which  is  ready  to 
come  upon  him  for  his  crimes ;  if  this  alone  were  judged  to  be  suf- 
ficient to  'wipe  off  the  guilty  score,'  I  will  allow  that  this  would  b^ 
a  great  encouragement  to  sin.  But  this  is  not  that  repentance  to 
which  pardon  is  promised  in  the  gospel.    Nor  need  we  this  author 
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to  set  US  right  in  this  matter,  who  talks  as  if  he  canoe  to  enlighten- 
the  world  with  some  new  discoveries  on  this  subject^  when  the  most 
judicious  divines  have  all  along  asserted  the  utter  insufficiency  of 
such  a  repentance,  and  shown  the  extreme  folly  and  danger  of  re- 
lying upon  it.  The  repentance  to  which  pardon  and  life  is  pro- 
mised in  the  new  covenant,  includes  such  a  real,  effectual  change, 
\v hereby  a  person  becomes  a  'new  man'  and  a  *new  creature;'  that 
tlie  vicious  habits  must  be  mortified,  and  the  soul  must  be  turned 
from  the  love  of  vice  and  sin,  to  a  real,  prevailing  abhorrence  of  it, 
and  to  a  love  of  Qod  and  universal  goodness.  And  though  a  man 
may  have  been  guilty  of  heinous,  wilful  sins  in  violation  of  his 
Christian  covenant  and  vow,  and  may  have  long  persisted  in  them, 
yet  if  afterwards  he  is  brought  to  a  true  repentance  for  them,  and 
not  only  with  deep  sorrow  and  humiliation  applies  to  God  through 
Jesus  Christ  for  pardoning  mercy,  but  becomes  thoroughly  changed 
and  reformed,  and  is  delivered  from  the  power  of  his  evil  habits, 
and  brought  to  a  holy  life  and  practice ;  it  is  very  plain  from  the 
whole  gospel  that  such  a  man  is  entitled  according  the  new  cove- 
nant to  pardon  and  forgiveness  :  his  sins  shall  not  be  charged  upon 
him  to  his  condemnation,  but  he  shall,  through  the  rich  grace  and 
mercy  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  be  made  partaker  of  that  great  salva- 
tion which  is  promised  in  the  gospel.  And  it  is  evidently  of  great 
advantage  to  the  interest  of  true  religion  in  the  world,  that  there 
should  be  encouragement  given  to  sinners  during  the  continuance 
of  this  state  of  trial  to  repent  and  forsake  their  evil  ways,  and  to 
apply  themselves  in  good  earnest  to  the  practice  of  righteousness. 
But  if  a  man,  after  having  been  once  guilty  of  any  wilful,  presump- 
tuous sin,  e.  g.  of  any  one  deliberate  act  of  injustice,  fraud,  violence, 
uncleanness,  &c.,  which  are  committed  in  violation  of  the  gospel 
covenant,  and  against  which,  if  persisted  in,  damnation  is  there  de- 
nounced, could  never  hope  to  be  forgiven,  or  restored  to  the  divine 
favour,  though  he  should  never  so  sincerely  repent  and  become 
entirely  reformed,  and  show  the  most  excellent  dispositions :  this 
doctrine,  under  pretence  of  standing  up  for  the  necessity  of  a  holy 
life,  would  really  be  a  prejudice  to  the  cause  of  virtue ;  since  it  would 
entirely  defeat  the  force  of  all  exhortations  to  repentance,  and 
would  absolutely  discourage  all  endeavours  after  reformation  and 
amendments,  and  tend  to  harden  men  in  sin  and  impenitency. 

Here,  by  the  way,  we  may  observe  the  great  consistency  of  this 
writer,  who  elsewhere  represents  it  as  *the  eternal,  immutable  voice 
of  reason  and  nature  as  well  as  Scripture,  thc^t  God  will  pardon  sin 
upon  Yepentance  and  reformation,  and  never  reject  and  cast  off  a 
penitent  returning  sinner,'  and  that  to  deny  this,  would  be  to  deny 
Uhe  mercy  and  goodness  of  God,  and  to  leave  no  rational  ground  of 
hope  or  trust  in  him  from  any  revelation  whatsoever.'  pp.  150,  212, 
and  yet  here  represents  the  doctrine  of  pardon  upon  repentance,  as 
a  doctrine  that  gives  the  greatest  encouragement  to  sin  and  wicked- 
ness ;  and  denies  that  any  wilful  sins  committed  against  covenant 
engagements  can  ever  be  remitted;  apd  asserts  that  no  *  grace  or 
favour  of  the  gospel,  or  benefit  by  Christ,  can  ever  be  pleaded  for 
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any  such  sins,'  even  though  they  should  be  sincerely  repented  of, 
pp.  171,  I72f  &c.  It  is  true,  he  pretends  that  it  doth  not  follow 
from  this,  that  ^repentance  for  such  wilful,  presumptuous  sins  would 
be  of  no  avail,  because  repentance  must  always  have  this  good  ef- 
fect, to  lessen  the  number  of  men's  sins,  and  increase  the  value  of 
their  good  actions,  in  the  day  of  account.'  But  how  can  this  re- 
pentance for  wilful  sins  lessen  the  number  of  men's  sins  in  the  day 
of  account,  if  wilful  sins  are  not  pardonable  upon  repentance,  as  he 
expressly  affirms  ?  If  such  a  repentance  cannot  procure  the  par- 
don of  the  sins  that  are  repented  of,  how  can  it  procure  the  par- 
don of  other  sins  ?  According  to  the  interpretation  this  writer  pre- 
tends to  give  of  the  text  produced  by  him,  there  could  remain  no 
hope  of  mercy  for  such  persons  though  they  should  repent,  but  a 
*  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment,  and  fiery  indignation.' 
And  then  of  what  avail  their  repentance  for  such  sins  would  be,  or 
how  it  could  ^increase  the  weight  and  value  of  their  good  actions,' 
is  hard  to  see. 

But  I  cannot  help  remarking  on  this  occasion,  that  this  author, 
who  here  pretends  such  a  mighty  concern  for  the  interests  of  prac- 
tical religion,  and  who  seems  so  afraid  of  giving  the  least  encourage- 
ment to  sin  and  wickedness,  that  he  denounces  nothing  but  death 
and  judgment  even  against  all  that  have  been  guilty  of  any  one 
wilful  sin  committed  under  the  gospel,  though  they  should  after- 
wards be  never  so  thoroughly  reformed ;  this  righteous  author,  who 
is  here  so  zealous  for  strict  rigid  justice  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
elsewhere  thinks  fit  to  make  a  mock  of  hell  and  damnation,  and 
the  perpetuity  of  the  torments  of  the  wicked,  and  represents  it  as 
the  invention  of  the  clergy,  to  keep  up  the  awe  of  their  own  author- 
ity, see  pp.  400,  401.  He  makes  the  eternal  fire  into  which  the 
wicked  shall  then  be  sent,  and  which  is  a  strong  expression  design- 
ed to  convey  to  us  a  more  lively  idea  of  the  greatness  of  the  punish- 
ment and  misery  prepared  for  them,  to  be  nothing  else  but  a  consum- 
ing their  bodies  in  tne  flames  at  the  day  of  judgment:  and  the 
second  death  and  everlasting  destruction  that  shall  befall  them,  to 
be  only  an  utter  abolishing  of  their  being,  body,  and  soul.  So  that 
their  worm  which  dieth  not,  is  a  worm  that  shall  soon  die ;  and 
their  fire  which  shall  not  be  Quenched,  is  a  fire  that  shall  soon  be 
quenched,  and  that  for  ever.  And  all  the  expressions  used  in  Scrip- 
ture in  various  forms  to  signify  the  perpetuity  of  the  punishment 
prepared  Yor  the  wicked,  signify  no  more  than  that  the  punishment 
which  shall  be  denounced  against  them  in  the  day  of  judgment, 
^haii  in  that  day  be  ended  at  once  in  the  utter  extinction  of  their 
being.  And  if  this  were  to  be  all  the  punishment  the  most  obstinate 
and  nardened  sinners  were  to  expect,  that  they  must  first  be  con- 
demned, and  then  immediately  be  consumed  and  annihilated  at  the 
great  day,  and  so  an  utter  immediate  end  be  put  to  all  their  torments 
and  miseries,  I  do  not  see  any  great  matter  of  terror  there  would  be 
in  this  to  afi'right  men  from  their  evil  courses ;  and  am  certain  that 
if  this  were  generally  believed  it  would  take  off  the  greatest  res- 
traint on  men's  impetuous  lusts  and  vices,  and  would  let  loose  the 
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reins  to  all  manner  of  wickedness,  violence,  and  impurity.  To  which 
it  may  be  added,  that  upon  this  scheme  there  is  no  room  for  sup- 
posing different  torments  to  the  wicked  in  proportion  to  the  differ- 
ent aggravations  of  their  crimes,  since  all  are  alike  to  be  consumed 
and  annihilated.  I  cannot  but  observe  on  this  occctsion  that  Celsus 
himself  carries  it  much  farther  than  this  writer.  For  he  saith  that 
the  Christians  are  right  in  this,  that  they  believe  that  those 
that  have  lived  well  shall  be  happy,  but  the  unjust  or  unrighteous 
shall  be  subject  to  eternal  evils,  ol  qvIkoi  w&fiwav  ciwvioig  kokoiq 
avvi^ovrai.  And  he  represents  this  as  a  doctrine  in  which  all  man- 
kind are  agreed,  and  trom  which  nobody  ought  to  depart.  See 
Origen  contra  Cels.  lib.  8.  p.  409. 

I  shall  take  some  notice  before  I  conclude  of  the  attempt  our 
author  makes  against  the  positive  precepts  of  Christianity.  He  some- 
times pretends  to  prove  that  what  are  usually  called  the  Christian 
sacraments,  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  are  not  Christian  insti- 
tutions at  all,  nor  desim:)ed  for  standing  ordinances.  And  the  ar- 
gument he  makes  use  of  to  this  purpose  is,  that  the  external  element- 
ary parts  of  these  sacraments  were  in  use  before  as  national  rites, 
usages,  or  customs  among  the  Jews,  and  that  from  thence  it  natur- 
ally follows,  that  they  cannot,  projperly  speaking,  be  Christian  insti- 
tutions. See  p.  104,  Sec.  202,  208.  But  that  which  makes  any 
thing  to  be  properly  a  Christian  institution,  is  its  being  instituted 
or  appointed  by  Christ  himself  to  be  observed  in  his  church ;  if 
therefore  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper  were  thus  instituted  or  ap^ 
pointed  by  Christ  himself,  they  are  properly  speaking  Christian  in- 
stitutions. And  it  doth  not  alter  the  case  whether  we  suppose  them 
with  regard  to  the  outward  elementarv  part  of  them  to  nave  been 
used  among  the  Jews  before  or  not.  Thus,  e.  g.  let  us  grant  that 
baptism  was  a  rite  of  long  standing  among  the  Jews  in  the  initiation 
of  proselytes  before  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  though  this  author  is 
in  the  wrong  to  affirm  that  no  learned  Christian  ever  denied  it,  for 
I  could  name  him  several  learned  Christians  that  have  denied  this. 
But  I  am  willing  to  grant  that  it  was  used  before  the  time  of  John 
the  Baptist,  and  of  our  Saviour,  in  admitting  proselytes  of  right- 
eousness, who  were  obliged  to  observe  the  whole  law  (for  as  to  the  pro- 
selytes of  the  gate,  they  never  were  admitted  by  baptism,*  though 
this  writer  positively  affirms  they  were,  p.  105.)  But  then  it  must 
be  considered  that  baptism  in  this  case  was  never  used  alone,  but 
as  joined  with  circumcision  and  the  offering  a  sacrifice.  If  there- 
fore Christ  had  used  baptism,  merely  because  it  was  a  Jewish  na- 
tional rite  or  usage,  as  this  writer  pretends,  why  did  he  not  use 
circumcision  for  the  same  reason  in  admitting  proselytes,  since  this 
was  accounted  to  be  no  less  essential,  yea  and  of  greater  importance, 
and  no  man  could  be  a  member  of  that  church  and  polity  without 
being  circumcised  ?  It  was  not  therefore  merely  because  it  had 
been  used  before  among  the  Jews,  but  because  on  other  accounts 
it  seemed  fit  to  the  divine  wisdom,  that  this  should  be  the  standing 

*  See  Selden  de  jure  nat  &  gent.  lib.  2.  c^p.  3. 
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ordinance  of  initiation  under  the  New  Testament^  as  circumcision 
had  been  under  the  Old.  And  accordingly  Baptism  was  applied 
by  our  Saviour  to  other  and  farther  purposes  than  it  had  been  among 
the  Jews.  And  I  suppose  our  author  will  scarce  pretend  that  they 
were  baptized  before  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost;  or  that  they  were  baptized  into  the  death  of  Christ. 

With  regard  to  the  Lord's  Supper  he  pretends  that  the  Jews  had 
a  rite  of  usage  like  this  at  all  their  common  meals ;  and  I  will  grant 
that  it  is  probable  they  usually  had  bread  and  wine  at  their  meals : 
but  what  is  this  to  the  purpose  ?  Will  he  say  that  they  ever  re- 
ceived bread  and  wine  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  for  which 
our  Saviour  appointed  it  at  his  last  supper  ?  Was  bread  and  wine 
ever  used  before  among  the  Jews  in  commemoration  of  the  sufferings 
and  death  oi  Christ  ?  And  whereas  he  tells  us,  that  this  usage  was 
pretty  early  brought  into  the  churches,  in  their  very  large  and  pop- 
ulous assemblies,  first  at  Corinth,  and  afterwards  at  other  places, 
but  this  was  done  without  any  apostolical  advice  or  authority,  p.  107. 
Nothing  is  plainer,  than  that  they  received  this  ordinance  at  the 
same  time  that  they  received  the  knowledge  of  Christianity  from  the 
apostle  Paul.  From  whose  express  words  it  is  manifest  that  he  de- 
livered it  to  the  Corinthians,  as  a  thing  that  he  had  received  by 
immediate  revelation  from  Christ  himself,  and  as  a  matter  of  im- 
portance to  be  observed  in  the  Christian  church  till  the  coming  of 
our  Lord,  and  which  required  great  care  and  reverence,  and  solemni- 
ty, in  order  to  a  right  celebration  of  it. 

The  arguments  he  produceth  against  positive  precepts  in  general 
are  little  more  than  a  confident  asserting  the  very  thmg  that  is  in 
debate  :  As  when  he  saith  it  is  plain,  and  he  may  venture  to  take 
it  as  a  postulatum,  that  all  means  of  God's  appointment  must  have 
a  natural  relation  to,  and  connexion  with  the  end,  8cc.  or  else  we 
must  suppose  that  God  is  an  arbitrary  Being,  pp.  201,  413.  For  a 
thing  which  is  in  itself  antecedently  indifferent,  may  by  divine  ap- 
pointment be  appropriated  to  a  sacred  signification  and  use,  which 
It  would  not  have  had  without  that  designation  and  appointment ; 
and  then  when  it  hath  by  God's  institution  such  a  signification  an- 
nexed to  it,  may  be  highly  useful  to  promote  the  main  ends  of  re- 
ligion. Any  one  that  is  acquainted  with  human  nature  cannot  but 
know  that  the  appointing  outward  signs  and  representations  may 
in  some  cases  impress  a  sense  of  a  thing  more  strongly  and  affect- 
ingly  upon  the  mind.  Special  commemorative  signs  and  seasons 
set  apart  for  that  purpose,  have  often  been  judged,  by  the  vtisest 
nations,  to  be  of  great  use  for  keeping  up  the  remembrance  of  im- 
portant events.  And  what  ar^ments  can  be  brought  to  prove  ei- 
ther that  God  himself  cannot  m  consistency  with  his  wisaom  and 
goodness  appoint  some  things  of  this  kind  to  be  observed,  or  that 
if  he  did  they  would  be  of  no  use  or  advantage  in  religion  at  all  ? 

To  apply  this,  The  death  of  Christ  is  represented  in  the  sacred 
writings  as  an  event  of  great  importance,  the  behef  and  consideration 
of  which  is  of  the  highest  use  in  religion :  and  even  this  writer  him- 
self supposes  the  death  of  Christ  to  be  improvable  to  many  valuable 
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and  excellent  purposes,  some  of  which  he  is  pleased  to  mention,  p. 
166,  168,  177,  Sec.  And  if  so,  then  certainly  it  must  be  of  great  use 
in  practical  religion  frequently  to  commemorate  the  death  of  Christ. 
And  the  rnQxe  solemn  tnat  remembrance  is,  the  more  likely  it  is  to 
answer  the  end,  and  make  proper  impressions  upon  the  mind.  And 
consequently  an  ordinance,  the  express  design  of  which  is  to  oblige 
us  to  such  a  frequent  and  solemn  remembrance  of  it,  and  to  make 
it  present  to  our  minds  by  sensible  signs  and  representations,  must 
be  highly  useful  for  attaining  and  promoting  the  great  end  of  all 
religion. 

Our  author  makes  the  application  and  attention  of  the  mind,  and 
a  man's  taking  himself  on  from  such  avocations  to  other  business 
and  pleasure  that  would  hinder  his  main  pursuit,  to  be  the  necessary 
means  of  obtaining  the  divine  wisdom  or  true  religion,  p.  421.  And 
if  so,  then  it  must  be  of  great  use  to  have  solemn  seasons  of  recol- 
lection, in  which  men  look  upon  themselves  as  under  an  obligation 
by  divine  appointment  to  apply  themselves  more  particularly  to  re- 
ligious considerations,  which  otherwise  in  the  hurry  of  worldly  bu- 
siness or  pleasures  they  would  be  apt  to  neglect  For  this  reason 
I  have  always  thought  the  appointment  of  weekly  sabbaths  to  be  a 
wise  constitution  :  and  in  this  view  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord^s  Sup- 
per may  be  also  shown  to  be  of  great  use ;  since  when  rightly  attend- 
ed upon  according  to  the  original  design,  it  hath  a  tendency  to  fix 
the  attention  of  our  minds  on  such  considerations  as  must  needs  have 
a  mighty  influence  to  strengthen  and  improve  our  love  to  God,  and 
charity  towards  mankind,  and  to  inspire  us  with  a  deep  sense  of  the 
evil  and  malignity  of  sin.  To  which  it  may  be  added,  that  it  en- 
gageth  us  to  frequent  self-examination,  1  (Jor.  xi.  28,  which  hath 
a  tendency  to  promote  that  self  acouaintance,  which  by  the  author's 
acknowledgment  is  necessary  to  divine  wisdom  and  true  religion. 
And  besides  all  this,  it  must  needs  be  of  great  use  as  it  engageth  us 
frequently  to  recognize  the  obligations  of  the  new  covenant  that  was 
ratified  by  the  bl^kl  of  Christ,  and  to  renew  our  solemn  engage- 
ments to  the  practice  of  true  religion  and  righteousness.  When 
Pliny  in  his  celebrated  letter  to  Trajan  represents  the  primitive 
Christians  as  solemnly  binding  themselves  in  their  religious  assem- 
blies, not  to  commit  immoralities,  such  as  thefts,  robberies,  adulter- 
ies, falsehood,  and  betraying  their  trust;  ne  furta,  ne  latrocinia,  ne 
adulteria  committerent,ne  fid  em  fallerent,  ne  depositum  appellati  ab« 
negarent;  was  this  a  prejudice  to  their  character!  Or  can  it  be 
thought  that  their  rehgion  was  the  worse  for  having  an  ordinance 
in  which  they  solemnly  bound  themselves  by  an  obligation,  accom- 
panied with  sacred  external  rites  or  signs,  to  the  practice  of  all  right- 
eousness and  virtue,  and  to  avoid  vice  and  wickedness  ? 

And  now  it  will  be  easy  to  form  a  judgment  concerning  the 
justness  of  what  our  author  advances  when  speaking  of  the  distinc- 
tion between  the  religion  of  the  end,  and  the  religion  of  the  means, 
he  saith,  that  the  means  in  this  case  must  be  as  necessary  as  the 
end,  for  otherwise  they  would  be  no  means  at  all,  in  contradistinc* 
tion  to  any  thing  else :  And  that  unnecessary  means  are  fit  only  for 
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ah  unnecessary  religion,  and  they  that  will  liave  the  one  ought  to 
be  content  with  the  other,  p.  420,  When  he  talks  of  unnecessary 
means,  the  word  unnecessary  may  admit  of  two  significations.  If 
by  unnecessary  means  he  intends  things  that  are  absolutely  useless 
and  insignificant,  it  will  be  easily  acknowledged  that  such  things* 
are  good  for  nothing,  and  of  no  advantage  in  religion ;  but  such  are 
nottne  Christian  institutions,  which  rightly  considered,  and  observed 
according  to  the  original  appointment,  are  of  great  and  manifold  use. 
But  if  by  calling  thetn  unnecessary,  he  means  that  they  are  not  as 
necessary  as  the  end  itself,  and  that  it  is  possible  the  end  may  be 
obtained  without  them,  then  in  this  sense  means  may  not  be  abso- 
lutely necessary,  and  yet  may  be  of  considerable  use.  And  if  they 
can  be  shown  to  be  very  useful  in  the  original  design  and  appoint- 
ment, and  that  they  were  prescribed  by  the  Author  of  our  religion, 
that  in  the  use  of  them  the  great  ends  of  religion  might  be  promoted ; 
to  discard  or  neglect  them  under  pretence  of  their  not  being  abso* 
lutely  necessary  would  be  a  very  wrong  conduct,  and  would  show 
both  folly  and  disobedience.  Our  author  is  pleased  often  to  talk 
of  mechanical  means  of  grace,  mechanical  agency  of  the  Spirit,  and 
the  conveyance  of  grace,  ex  opere  operate,  and  he  represents  those 
that  think  themselves  obliged  to  attend  upon  those  instituted  means 
as  expecting  that  they  would  operate  physically  upon  them  like 
medicines  upon  the  blood  and  humours ;  but  without  having  recourse 
to  any  such  absurd  suppositions,  it  may  be  justly  said,  that  if  divine 
assistances  be  necessary  to  our  making  a  proficiency  in  the  know-» 
ledge  and  practice  of  true  reUgion,  as  this  writer  himself  seemeth 
sometimes  to  grant,  then,  on  supposition  that  God  hath  instituted 
ordinances  to  engage  us  to  a  solemn-  recollection  and  remembrance 
of  such  things  as  are  of  ^reat  importance  in  religion,  and  to  be  of 
use  in  strengthening,  exciting,  and  enlarging  good  affections  and 
dispositions  m  our  souls,  those  that  from  a  regard  to  his  institutions 
ana  in  obedience  to  his  authority  are  careful  in  their  attendance  upon 
them,  and  endeavour  to  observe  them  in  a  proper  manner  according 
to  the  orig^inal  appointment  and  design,  may  more  justly  expect  the 
divine  assistances  and  influences  in  the  use  of  those  means,  than 
they  that  allow  themselves  in  the  habitual  neglect,  much  more  in 
the  contempt  of  them. 

There  is  one  objection  more  which  I  shall  here  take  some  notice 
of,  because  the  author  makes  a  great  flourish  vrith  it,  to  show  that 
there  is  no  certainty  in  revealed  religion,  and  that  is  drawn  from  the 
differences  there  are  among  Christians,  with  relation  to  the  articles 
of  their  faith.  He  sets  out  with  great  pomp  in  the  beginning  of  his 
book  with  giving  us  a  catalogue  of  doctrines  of  revealed  religion  in 
which  Christians  differ,  and  those  the  most  learned,  impartial,  and 
diligent  inquirers.  From  whence  he  argues  that  the  Scriptures  are 
uncertain  and  obscure,  and  that  there  can  be  no  important  or  fun- 
damental doctrines  in  revealed  religion,  and  no  determinate  sense  in 
which  thev  are  to  be  taken :  that  there  are  as  many  different  schemes 
of  revealecf  religion  as  there  are  men ;  and  that  it  is  not  one  religion, 
but  a  vast  number  of  religions  :   and  he  thinks  it  is  strange  that 
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God  should  reveal  a  religion  as  of  any  necessity  or  use  to  mankind/ 
which  may  be  taken  in  as  many  different  senses  as  there  are  differ- 
ent capacities,  apprehensions,  and  ways  of  thinking  among  men. 
see  pp.  15 — 19,  95,  96.  and  he  returns  to  it  again  at  the  latter  end 
of  his  book,  pp.  443,  444. 

But  if  there  were  any  thing  in  this  way  of  arguing,  it  might  be 
equally  turned  against  natural  religion,  and  even  against  the  com- 
mon principles  ofsense  and  reason,  to  show  that  there  is  nothing  to 
be  depended  upon  either  in  religion  or  any  thing  else.  For  though 
this  writer  takes  upon  him  to  affirm  that  the  reugion  of  nature  has 
been  always  the  same,  and  must  for  ever  be  alike  apprehended  by 
the  understandings  of  all  mankind,  as  soon  as  it  comes  to  be  fairly 
proposed  and  considered,  p.  94.  yet  nothing  is  more  certain  than 
that  as  large  a  catalogue  might  be  easily  produced  of  differences  in 
doctrines  relating  to  natural  religion,  as  what  he  hath  been  pleased 
to  give  us  with  regard  to  the  doctrines  of  revelation ;  and  that  among 
persons  that  pretend  to  impartial  inquiry,  and  some  of  whom  have 
appeared  to  be  persons  of  sobriety,  benevolence,  and  all  the  social 
virtues,  as  he  expresseth  it.  And  yet  it  doth  not  follow  either  that 
there  are  no  important  and  fundamental  doctrines  in  natural  reli- 
gion, or  that  there  is  no  determinate  sense  in  which  those  doctrines 
are  to  be  taken.  Our  author  himself  furnisheth  us  with  some  in- 
stances of  this  kind.  He  argueth  at  some  length  against  some  per- 
sons who,  he  tells  us,  look  upon  themselves  to  be  great  philosophers 
and  very  wise  men ;  and  whom  he  himself  acknowledgeth  U>be  men 
of  parts,  and  subtlety  in  speculation,  who  yet  deny  man's  free  agen- 
cy, and  introduce  an  universal  fatalism  and  necessity  in  all  actions. 
He  also  asserteth  the  obligation  of  the  duty  of  prayer,  which  he 
seemeth  to  regard  as  an  important  duty  of  natural  religion  against 
some  in  this  age  who  deny  it.  And  he  tells  us,  that  many  great 
and  celebrated  philosophers,  persons  that  are  above  the  gross  ignor- 
ance of  the  common  herd,  have  maintained,  that  the  world  is  govern- 
ed by  certain  inherent  powers  and  properties  communicate  to  it 
in  the  beginning,  without  the  continual  presence,  influence,  and 
operation  of  the  first  cause  upon  it.  This  he  represents  as  a  phil- 
osophical scheme  of  natural  atheism,  the  parent  of  moral  atheism, 
ana  argues  strenuously  against  it :  see  from  p.  179,  to  p.  197.  These 
then  by  his  own  acknowledgment  are  instances  of  differences  relat- 
ing to  matters  of  great  importance  in  natural  religion,  and  vet  he 
will  not  allow  that  men's  differing  about  them  is  any  proof  or  their 
being  uncertain  and  obscure- or  of  no  use;  for  he  expressly  declares 
them  to  be  matters  of  infinite  consequence  to  mankind. 

It  is  as  true  in  points  of  natural  religion  as  in  revealed,  that  where 
men  do  profess  to  agree  in  the  doctrines,  they  often  differ  in  the  man- 
ner of  explaining  them,  and  in  some  or  other  of  the  ideas  they  form 
concerning  them.  *  From  whence  it  would  follow  according  to  our 

*  There  are  perhaps  hardl;^  any  two  thinking  men  that  exactly  agree  in  all  the  ideas 
they  form  concerning  the  divine  nature,  attributes,  and  providence.  But  it  would  be 
foouah  to  pretend  that  they  do  not  agree  in  bfUeving  and  acknowledging  the  being, 
attributes,  and  providence  of  God,  because  they  do  not  agree  in  aU  the  ideas  they  form 
concerning  them.    And  yet  thus  it  is  that  this  writer  argues  in  ord«Mo  magnifv  the 
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author's  manner  of  arguing,  that  there  are  as  many  different  schemes 
of  natural  religion  as  there  are  men ;  that  there  is  no  determinate 
sense  in  which  its  doctrines  and  principles  are  to  be  taken ;  and  that 
there  is  no  natural  religion  at  all,  because  God  would  not  ^ve  a 
religion  as  of  any  use  to  mankind  that  is  capable  of  being  taken  in 
so  many  different  senses.  Though  how  this  could  be  prevented  ex- 
cept God  should  miraculously  convey  the  same  ideas  to  all  men,  and 
at  once  remove  all  their  prejudices  and  prepossessions,  and  heal  all 
their  vices  and  wrong  affections  of  mind,  is  hard  to  conceive.  A  no- 
ted sceptic  Sextus  Empiricus,  makes  use  of  this  very  argument  of 
the  autiior  to  show  that  there  is  no  certainty  to  be  depended  upon 
with  respect  to  the  being  of  a  God,  a  providence,  and  tne  moral  dif- 
ferences of  good  and  evil.     See  the  third  book  of  hishypotyposes. 

But  the  truth  is,  the  argument,  whether  with  regard  to  natural 
or  revealed  religion,  is  weak  and  fallacious.  It  doth  not  follow  that 
any  thing  is  uncertain  or  obscure,  or  of  no  consequence,  merely  be* 
cause  persons  pretending  to  learning  and  impartial  inquiry  differ 
about  it.  If  a  doctrine  comes  to  me  confirmed  with  good  evidence 
and  sufficient  proof,  I  am  not  to  think  worse  of  it  either  with  regard 
to  its  truth  or  importance,  because  another  man  that  professeth  to 
be  an  honest  impartial  inquirer  denies  or  doubts  of  it.  For  the 
causes  of  men's  different  apprehensions  lie  very  deep ;  and  it  is  hard 
to  know  who  is  an  impartial  unprejudiced  inquirer.  This  is  a  thing 
that  we  cannot  properly  judge  or.  There  are  often  some  unobserved 
prejudices,  some  secret  wrong  turns  and  affections  of  mind,  which 
hinder  diose  from  a  right  discernment  of  tmth  in  particular  in-* 
stances,  that  are  otherwise  sober,  honest,  and  diligent.  We  must  form 
our  own  judgments  concerning  any  doctrine  according  to  the  evi- 
dence that  anseth  to  us  upon  the  best  inquiry  we  are  able  to  make : 
and  if  it  appeareth  to  be  well  founded  in  reason  or  revelation,  this 
ought  to  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  our  own  minds,  and  to  influence  and 
regulate  pur  own  practice.  And  we  may  also,  according  to  the 
sense  we  may  have  of  its  importance,  use  all  proper  endeavours  in 
a  fair  way  to  convince  and  satisfy  others  too,  and  to  oppose  the 
contrary  errors.  At  the  same  time  we  ought  to  exercise  great  cha- 
rity towards  those  that  have  the  appearance  of  serious  inquirers, 
and  who  seem  to  have  a  real  love  of  truth  and  goodness,  however 
gieatly  we  may  think  them  to  be  mistaken.  But  there  are  some 
persons  concerning  whom  it  may  be  said,  without  any  breach  of 
charity,  that  their  behaviour  is  such  as  plainly  discovereth  the  bad 
temper  of  their  minds,  and  that  they  are  not  in  a  proper  disposition 
for  seeking  out  truth.  And  I  believe  it  would  be  difficult  to  find 
an  author  that  hath  taken  less  care  to  preserve  the  appearances  of 
a  candid,  a  serious,  and  unprejudiced  inquiry,  tlian  this  gentleman 
that  is  pleased  to  assume  the  character  of  the  moral  philosopher. 

differences  about  the  doctrines  of  revelation.  But  it  doth  not  follow  with  regard  to  re- 
▼ealed  any  more  than  it  doth  with  rerard  to  natural  religion,  that  no  two  thinking  men 
agree  io  any  of  its  doctrines  or  principles,  because  they  may  happen  to  form  different 
icfeas  concerning  something  or  other  relating  to  those  doctrines. 
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Towards  the  end  of  his  book  he  breaks  forth  into  a  large  enco- 
mium on  moral  philosophy  or  divine  wisdom,  and  the  proper  means 
of  attaining  to  it.  His  general  design  in  this  is  obvious,  which  is  to 
direct  men  to  seek  the  knowledge  of  true  religion  by  contemplating 
the  heavens,  the  earth,  themselves,  and  brute  creatures,  in  opposition 
to  their  learning  it  from  the  Holy  Scriptures.  No  man  will  deny 
that  it  is  very  useful,  and  a  duty,  to  consider  the  discoveries  that 
are  made  to  us  of  the  divine  glory  and  perfections  in  the  frame  of 
nature,  in  the  works  of  creation  and  providence,  and  in  the  consti- 
tution of  our  own  bodies  and  minds.  And  a  much  greater  process 
hath  been  made  in  alJ  these  ways  of  obtaining  knowledge  by  those 
that  have  the  advantage  of  divine  revelation,  than  was  ever  made 
by  any  that  had  no  other  way  of  instruction  than  what  this  writer 
proposeth.  Revelation  doth  not  at  all  hinder,  but  promotes  such 
mquiries  :  it  doth  not  discourage  but  assists  and  improves  the  exer- 
cise of  cool  impartial  reason :  and  at  the  same  time  that  it  excites 
and  engages  us  to  make  use  of  all  the  light  of  nature  and  reason,  it 
opens  and  enlarges  our  views  by  giving  us  a  more  clear  and  certain 
discoyery  of  several  things  which  it  is  of  importance  for  us  to  know, 
and  which  either  we  could  not  have  known  at  all,  or  not  with  such 
Fatisfying  clearness  and  certainty  as  we  can  do  by  that  assistance. 
Our  author  talks  in  magnificent  terms  of  a  man's  'conversing  with 
God,  and  deriving  communications  of  light  and  knowledge  from 
the  eternal  Father  and  Fountain  of  it,  and  hearing  the  clear  and 
intelligible  voice  of  his  Maker  and  Former  speaking  to  his  silent, 
undisturbed,  attentive  reason.'  But  though  a  man  that  earnestly  im- 
plores the  assistance  of  the  Father  of  Lights,  and  with  a  humble  and 
teachable  mind  gladly  makes  use  of  the  advantages  of  reason  and  reve- 
lation which  God  hath  put  into  his  hands,  and  is  ready  to  practise  as 
far  as  he  knows,  may  upon  good  grounds  hope  for  God's  gracious 
guidance  and  assistance  as  far  as  is  necessary  to  lead  him  to  truehap- 

Einess;  yet  if,  besides  the  common  light  of  nature  and  reason,  God  has 
een  pleased  to  favor  us  with  fartherdiscoveriesof  great  importance  by 
a  more  exti-aordinary  revelation,  those,  that  under  pretence  of  heark- 
ening to  their  own  reason  obstinately  reject  this  revelation,  though 
confirmed  with  all  the  evidence  that  can  reasonably  be  desired  in 
such  a  case,  and  shut  their  eyes  against  the  heavenly  light,  cannot 
justly  expect  God's  gracious  communications  ;  but  rather  have  rea- 
son to  be  afraid  that  he  will  give  them  up  to  the  hardness  of  their 
own  hearts,  and  will  call  them  to  a  severe  account  for  their  obstinate 
unbelief  and  disobedience  hereafter.  It  is  certain  that  the  gospel 
pronounces  a  very  severe  sentence  against  those  to  whom  it  is  made 
known,  and  who  yet  reject  the  evidence;  and  warrants  us  to  con- 
clude, that  their  infidelity  is  owing  to  very  criminal  causes,  and  bad 
dispositions  of  mind  ;  and  that  their  danger  is  very  great,  and  their 
condemnation  shall  be  aggravated.  It  highly  concerns  this  author 
to  consider  this,  who  pretends  to  own  the  great  usefulness  of  reve- 
lation in  aid  of  human  reason  in  the  present  corrupt  state  of  human 
nature,  and  yet  useth  his  utmost  endeavour  to  expose  it  to  the  derision 
and  contempt  of  mankind.     I  heartily  wish  him  a  better  temper  of 
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mindy  and  that  he  would  seriously  reflect^  if  it  be  not  yet  too  late^ 
on  his  great  guilt  and  danger.  I  am  sorry  there  is  so  much  reason 
to  fear  that  he  is  incorrigibly  hardened  in  his  infidelity.  For  he 
hath  plainly  enough  let  us  know  that  if  he  had  lived  in  the  time  of 
our  Saviour  and  his  apostles,  and  had  been  an  eye-witness  to  all  the 
glorious  miracles  that  were  then  wrought,  and  all  the  extraordinary 
powers  and  gifls  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  gave  such  an  illustrious 
attestation  to  the  gospel  revelation,  this  would  have  had  no  influ-^ 
euce  upon  him,  since  be  will  not  allow  these  to  have  been  anv  proofs 
at  all.  On  others  I  trust  they  will  still  have  their  designed  effect* 
I  have  fairly  examined  whatsoever  he  hath  offered  that  hath  any 
appearance  ot  reason,  and  many  things  that  are  little  better  than 
downright  misrepresentation  and  abuse.  I  am  satisfied  that  if 
reason  and  argument  be  fairly  attended  to  with  that  seriousness  and 
impartiality  that  becometh  the  weight  and  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, our  holy  religion  hath  nothing  to  fear  from  the  attacks  of  its 
most  subtle  and  malicious  adversaries.  God  grant  that  those  that 
profess  to  believe  it  may  be  careful  to  adorn  their  profession  by  all 
the  fruits  of  piety,  chanty,  purity,  and  the  heavenly  mind  and  life, 
which  it  is  the  manifest  design  and  tendency  of  its  excellent  doc-^ 
trines  and  precepts  to  promote. 
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THE   DIVINE  AUTHORITY 


(or   THE 


OLD  AND  NEW  TESTAMENT  ASSERTED, 
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PREFACE. 


Thr  author  of  *  The  Moral  Philosopher/  who  honours  himself 
with  the  title  of  Philalethes,  a  lover  of  truth,  has  been  pleased  to 
publish  another  book,  which  he  calls  *  the  second  volume  of  the 
Moral  Philosopher,  ^or  a  Farther  Vindication  of  Moral  Truth  and 
Reason/  And  he  solemnly  declares  as  he  had  done  before,  that 
'he  had  no  other  view  or  aim  in  writing  his  book,  but  to  serve  and 
promote  the  cause  of  truth,  peace,  and  righteousness,  and  to  sepa- 
rate the  ti'ue  religion  from  tnat  of  superstition,  which  has  always 
E roved  the  bane  and  destruction  of  it/  p.  10.  It  is  well  w0  have 
is  own  word  for  this,  or  else,  from  his  manner  of  writing,  no  man 
would  have  suspected  it  to  be  so.  If  he  really  intended  to  be  au 
advocate  for  truth  and  religion,  he  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  un- 
happy advocates  that  ever  appeared,  since  the  methods  he  makes 
use  of  are  fit  only  to  serve  error  and  imposture ;  and  are  enough  to 
disgrace  the  best  cause  in  the  world. 

He  had  in  his  former  book  declared,  that  if  any  man  made  re- 
prisals upon  him  in  his  controversy,  he  would  cheerfully  submit  to 
the  keenest  revenges  of  truth  and  reason,  and  be  always  ready  to 
own  the  ^reat  advantage  and  honour  of  bein^  thus  conquered. 
And  that  if  in  attempting  to  serve  the  cause  of  virtue  and  true  reli- 
gion he  has  missed  his  aim,  he  has  put  it  in  the  power  of  his  ad«- 
versary,  by  setting  him  right,  to  lay  him  under  the  strongest  obli* 
Rations  of  gratitude  and  respect.*  I  endeavoured  to  answer  his 
invitation,  and  by  detecting  his  mistakes  and  misrepresentations, 
gave  him  an  opportunity  of  rectifying  them.  But  this,  instead  of 
engaging  his  acknowledgments,  has  only  raised  his  indignation. 
And  he  seems  resolved  to  let  the  world  see  what  a  dangerous  thing 
it  is  to  presume  to  contradict  a  writer  of  his  importance.  Though 
he  appears  to  be  mightily  displeased  with  any  that  suppose  the 
apostles  or  prophets  to  have  been  under  an  infallible  guidance,  he 
acts  as  if  he  thought  he  had  the  privilege  of  infallibility  in  his  own 
person.  I  do  not  find  that  he  has  acknowledged  or  retracted  any  one 
mistake,  throughout  his  whole  book,  though  several  of  them  are  so 
gross  that  it  is  impossible  to  defend  them.     When  he  is  most 

Eressed,  the  way  he  takes  to  justify  himself,  is,  to  persist  in  what 
e  had  advanced,  and  assert  it  with  greater  confidence  than  be-r 
fore ;  at  the  same  time  assuring  his  reader,  that  I  had  not  said 
one  word  to  the  purpose;  and  that  all  that  was  offered  against 
him  was  mere  impertinent  declamation  and  harangue.  And  to  this 
he  usually  adds  a  most  fearful  outcry  against  systems  and  school- 
divinity.     When  he  has  nothing  else  to  say  in  answer  to  an  argu- 

•  See  Mor.  Phil.  vol.  i.  pref.  p.  4.  ^-^  , 
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menty  it  is  but  calling  it  systematical,  and  this  must  pass  for  effec* 
tual  confutation  of  it.  And  I  believe  the  world  will  do  him  the 
justice  to  acquit  him  of  the  charge  of  being  a  systematical  writer, 
since  it  does  not  appear  either  from  his  former  book  or  from  this, 
that  he  has  any  consistent  scheme  of  principles  at  all. 

The  reader  cannot  but  observe,  that  though  this  author  allows 
himself  an  unbounded  liberty  with  the  characters  of  the  most  ex* 
cellent  persons,  yet  he  shows  an  extreme  sensibility  with  regard 
to  his  own.  He  sometimes  complains  heavily,  as  if  I  had  used 
him  very  ill ;  though  I  know  no  instance  in  which  I  have  done  so, 
except  by  detecting  his  misrepresentations,  laying  open  the  injus- 
tice and  falsehood  of  his  aspersions,  and  showing  the  weakness  of 
his  reasonings.  This  I  was  obliged  to  do  in  my  former  book,  and 
I  have  had  farther  occasion  to  do  it  in  this.  If  this  tends  to  ex- 
pose him,  (and  who  can  answer  such  a  writer  without  thus  expos- 
mg  him  ?)  it  is  what  he  has  drawn  upon  himself,  and  to  himself 
alone  he  is*obliged  for  it  But  as  to  his  invectives  against  me, 
and  the  little  flirts  of  low  buffoonery,  which  run  through  his 
whole  performance,  and  which  would  have  opened  a  large  field 
for  ridicule,  if  I  had  been  disposed  to  take  that  advantage  against 
him,  the  reader  will  find  I  have  for  the  most  part  passed  them  by 
without  taking  the  least  notice  of  them.  And,  indeed,  I  think  a 
man  can  scarce  be  reduced  to  more  miserable  circumstances,  as  a 
writer,  than  to  be  obliged  to  have  recouree  to  such  meannesses  as 
these ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  most  effectual  methods  he  could  have 
taken  to  expose  himself  and  the  cause  he  contends  for. 

I  have  taken  no  particular  notice  of  his  preface,  which  is  only 
a  heap  of  loose  rambling  reflections  on  stiperstitioft,  the  cler^, 
supernatural  doctrines,  t&  proof  from  miracles,  placing  reli^on 
upon  authority,  spiritual  scholasticism^  and  Biblical  i^allihitity^ 
Tnese  things  he  frequently  repeats  in  his  book,  where  I  have 
considered  them  as  far  as  is  necessary.  Nor  have  I  entered  on 
a  distinct  examination  of  his  long  letter  to  Eusebius,  which  I 
doubt  not  that  learned  writer,  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  will  call 
him  to  an  account  for,  though  there  is  very  little  in  it  but  what 
he  said  before.  I  shall  not  detain  the  reader  any  longer  here,  but 
refer  him  for  farther  remarks  on  the  author^s  management  of  his 
subject  to  the  introduction  ;  in  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  obvi- 
ate some  general  charges  he  advances  against  me ;  and  have  laid 
together  several  things  which  lie  scattered  here  and  there  through- 
out his  book,  and  cannot  well  be  reduced  to  any  particular  head  of 
argument. 

I  shall  only  add,  that  I  have  endeavoured  all  along  so  to  order 
my  answer  to  him,  that  it  may  have  something  in  it  worth  reading, 
and  which  may  be  of  general  use;  which  a  bare  defence  of  myself 
against  his  misrepresentations  would  hardly  have  been. 
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Our  author  is  pleased  to  begin  his  introduction  with  blaming  me 
for  having  written  ^  a  large  bcK^k  in  defence,  of  Christianity  and  reve- 
lation, without  80  much  as  letting  people  know  what  I  mean  by 
the  words,  what  this  revelation  is,  or  what  its  peculiar  doctrines  and 
duties  are/  This  is  an  odd  complaint  from  an  author  who  himself 
talks  in  a  perpetual  confusion  concerning  Christianity^  revelation, 
reason  and  moral  truth,  and  fitness.  He  had  in  his  former  book 
asserted  the  great  usefulness  of  revelation  in  aid  of  human  reason 
in  the  present  corrupt  state  of  mankind.  And  he  continues  some- 
times to  express  himself  after  the  same  manner.  But  it  is  no  easy 
matter  to  know  what  he  intends  by  that  revelation,  the  usefulness 
of  which  he  pretends  to  acknowledge.  By  ^  divine  revelation'  he 
seems  frequently  to  understand  no  more  than  the  discovery  of  truth 
to  the  mind  in  whatsoever  way  it  is  made  known,  even  though  it  be 
by  a  man's  own  study  and  application  in  the  ordinary  use  of  his 
natural  faculties.  He  declares  that  reason  itself  is  a  ^  natural  revela- 
tion from  God  to  man,  and  the  revival  or  recovery  of  lost  or  neg- 
lected truth  may  be  called  a  particular  revelation,  or  extraordinary 
manifestation  of  divine  truth,  nowever  a  man  received  or  came  by  it, 
whether  by  the  strength  and  superiority  of  his  own  natural  faculties, 
br  by  any  more  immediate  supernatural  illumination,'  pp.  25, 26,  see 
also  pp.  12,  13,  44.  But  how  to  reconcile  this  sense  of  divine  rev- 
elation with  other  pass^es  in  his  book  is  hard  to  see.  He  represents 
Confucius,  Zoroaster,  Plato,  Socrates,  and  the  greatest  moralists  of 
the  heathen  world, as  having  been  without  Uhe  light  of  revelation;* 
and  that  hence  it  was,  that  their  '  best  systems  of  morality*  were 
mixed  with  ^many  gross  absurdities.'  And  he  represents  the  great 
disadvantage  those  nations  labour  under  that  *  never  had  the  b^efit 
of  revelation;'  among  whom  he  reckons  the  Indians  and  Chinese; 
and  that  therefore  none  of  them  ^  could  ever  draw  up  as  good  a 
system  of  natural  religion  as  a  Christian.'  See  Mor.  Phil.  vol.  i. 
pp.  144,  145.  But  if  by  revelation  he  meant,  according  to  the 
notion  he  now  frequently  gives  us  of  it,  any  discovery  or  manifesta- 
tion of  moral  truth,  even  when  acnuired  by  men's  own  study  and 
application  in  the  natural  use  of  ttieir  faculties ;  or  as  he  had  ex- 
pressed it  in  his  former  book,  any  '  rational,  moral  truth,  that  must 
appear  as  such  to  the  mind  or  understanding  of  man,  as  soon  as  it 
comes  to  be  fairly  proposed  under  its  proper  evidence;'  see  vol.  i. 
p.  343 ;  I  do  not  see  how  he  can  consistently  say,  that  Socrates, 
Confucius,  &c.  and  the  greatest  heathen  moralists  were  without  the 
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light  of  revelation^  or  that  the  Chinese,  &c.  never  had  the  benefit 
of  revelation.  For  will  he  say,  that  none  of  them  had  any  discovery 
or  manifestation  of  rational  moral  truth  ever  made  to  them  in  any 
way  whatsoever,  no,  not  so  much  as  in  the  natural  exercise  of  their 
own  faculties  ?  But  it  seems  our  moral  philosopher  has  the  privilege 
of  varying  the  signification  of  words,  just  as  ic  oest  suits  his  present 
convenience.  And  if  his  answerers  happen  to  take  them  in  one 
sense,  he  can  easily  produce  some  passages  or  other  in  his  book  to 
show  that  he  takes  them  in  another  sense,  and  then  insult  them  for 
not  understanding  him. 

The  reader  might  perhaps  think  there  was  reason  to  complain  of 
such  a  conduct.  But  he  very  dexterously  turns  the, charge  upon 
his  adversaries.  He,  it  seems,  needs  not  particularly  explain  what 
he  means  by  revelation,  though  he  takes  the  word  in  a  very  unusual 
and  ambiguous  sense ;  but  they  must  explain  what  they  mean  by 
the  revelation  they  contend  for,  though  they  take  it  in  the  common 
sense  of  the  word,  and  in  which  it  has  been  always  taken  in  this 
controversy.  He  can  call  himself  a  Christian,  and  intend  a  quite  dif- 
ferent thing  fVom  what  the  rest  of  the  world  understand  by  it,  and  yet 
must  be  thought  to  speak  clearly  and  intelligibly,  without  explain- 
ing himself  more  particularly ;  but  he  has  a  right  to  insist  upon  it, 
that  his  answerers  should  tell  him  what  they  mean  by  Christianity. 
And  if,  to  satisfy  him,  I  should  tell  him  what  he  knew  well  enough 
before,  that  by  Christianity  I  understand  those  doctrines  and  laws 
which  were  taught  and  delivered  by  Christ  and  his  apostles,  and 
which,  there  is  good  ground  to  believe,  were  originally  given  in  a 
way  of  extraordinary  communication  from  God  himself;  and  that, 
therefore,  I  think  myself  obliged  to  regard  them,  not  merely  as  the 
product  of  human  fallible  wisdom  and  reason,  or  as  the  dictates  of 
philosophers  and  moralists,  but  as  the  doctrines  and  laws  of  God, 
and  to  be  received  and  submitted  to  as  of  divine  authority.  This 
will  not  content  this  writer,  except  I  let  him  know  what  the  several 
doctrines  and  duties  of  Christianity  are.  I  must  be  obliged  to  give 
him  ^  particular  catalogue  of  all  the  articles  of  religion  which  I 
believe,  and  of  all  the  duties  which  I  look  upon  myself  obliged  to 
practise.  And  if  I  should  do  this,  he  might  probably  call  it  preach- 
ing, which,  with  him,  is  enough  to  discredit  the  best  discourse  in 
the  world ;  or  compare  me,  as  he  is  sometimes  pleased  to  do,  to  a 
child  saying  his  catechism. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  is  so  kind  as  to  tell  the  world,  what  is  not 
that  faith  I  contend  for.  It  is  not  that  *  grand  essential  article  of 
all  reli^ous  faith,  that  God  is,  and  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of  them 
that  diligently  seek  him.  The  filial  love  and  fear  of  God,  and  the 
brotherly  love  of  mankind,  grounded  upon  the  firm  belief  of  all  the 
divine  perfections,  and  particularly  a  trust  in  God,  as  the  rewarder 
of  good,  and  punisher  of  bad  men ;'  this,  he  says,  is  no  part  of  that 
faith  which  I  oppose  to  infidelity,  nor  has  my  anti-infidel  faith  any 
relation  to  it  or  connexion  with  it.  This  is  very  strange.  That  a 
man  should  believe  the  Scriptures  to  be  a  divine  revelation,  where 
all  these  things  aie  most  clearly  and  fully  revealed,  most  strongly 
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established,  and  most  pathetically  enforced ;  and  yet  this,  his  belief 
of  the  Scriptures,  have  no  relation  to  or  connexion  with  the  belief 
or  practice  of  those  things  which  are  there  so  expressly  taught  and 
enjoined.  But  our  author  presumes  that  a  man  may  have  this 
faith,  and  yet  be,  in  my  opinion,  *  an  infidel,  an  enemy  to  religion, 
and  a  wicked  opposer  of  revelation,'  p.  2.  I  must  own,  that  it  is  my 
opinion,  there  are  very  few  that  really  believe  and  practise  according 
to  the  faith  he  here  describes,  taken  in  its  just  extent,  that  are 
enemies  to  the  Scripture  revelation.  But  it  hath  often  been  observed, 
that  many  of  the  enemies  of  revelation  screen  themselves  under  the 
pretence  of  standing  up  for  natural  religion,  who,  at  the  same  time, 
when  they  have  come  to  explain  themselves,  it  hath  appeared  that 
they  have  been  for  subverting  some  of  the  main  principles  and  obli- 

fations  of  it.  And  this  writer  must  pardon  me,  if  I  cannot  think 
im  any  great  friend  to  the  faith  and  practice  which  he  here  de- 
scribes, who  uses  his  utmost  endeavor,  and  that  with  all  the  arts  of 
misrepresentation  and  calumny,  to  expose  the  Scriptures  to  the 
ridicule  and  contempt  of  mankind.  The  effect  of  which  would  be 
mightily  to  weaken  the  force  of  those  principles  and  duties  among 
the  people.  One  of  those  principles,  as  he  himself  here  represents 
them,  is,  that  *  God  is  the  punisher  of  wicked  men ;  and  yet,  if  we 
may  judge  from  several  passages,  both  in  his  former  book  and  in 
this,  if  he  came  to  explain  himself,  he  would  so  manage  the  doctrine 
of  future  punishments,  as  to  set  wicked  men,  in  a  great  measure, 
free  from  those  terrors  which  the  representation  made  of  them  in 
the  gospel  tends  to  inspire  them  with. 

The  general  account  of  his  faith  he  seems  wonderfully  to  value 
himself  upon  ;  for  he  repeats  it  in  his  preface,  and  in  several  parts 
of  his  book.  But  there  is  no  mighty  thing  in  this  for  any  man  to 
boast  of,  as  if  he  was  bringing  some  important  discovery  to  man- 
kind. It  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  talk  in  this  general 
way,  and  is  of  little  use  and  gives  little  direction  either  in  doctrines 
or  morals.  Yet  this  loose  and  general  account  of  religion  is,  I  sup- 
pose, to  serve  instead  of  Scripture,  and  must  be  of  greater  use  to 
instruct  the  people  in  religion  and  morals,  and  to  engage  them  to 
the  perfoi-mance  of  their  duty,  than  the  excellent  doctrines  and 
precepts  of  holy  writ,  whereby  we  are  particularly  instructed  what 
we  are  to  believe,  and  what  we  are  to  practise,  and  have  our 
duty  enforced  upon  us  with  ^  the  most  powerful  and  important 
motives. 

He  next  goes  on  to  inform  the  reader,  what  that  faith  is  which  I 
contend  for,  and  which  I  would  declare  to  be  '  necessary  and  fun- 
damental to  Christianity,  if  I  had  but  the  courage  and  honesty  to 
speak  out,'  and  that  is,  a  ^  firm  and  indubitable  persuasion  that  the 
whole  Jewish  and  Christian  history  contained  in  the  books  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testament  is  infallible,  and  certainly  true,  especially 
that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  prophecy,  miracles,  ghosts,  appa- 
ritions, and  other  supernatural  and  superrational  facts,'  p.  2.  I  do 
not  know  what  business  he  has  here  to  bring  in  ghosts  and  appa- 
ritions, except  that  he  thought  it  would  make  a  ridiculous  spund 
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in  the  ears  of  some  persons.  However,  he  lets  us  plainly  know, 
that  the  Scripture  miracles  and  prophecy  have  the  same  weight  in 
his  esteem  as  the  stories  of  ghosts  and  apparitions,  which  I  presume 
are  of  no  great  credit  with  him.  But  he  adds,  that  '  since  the 
historians  in  all  this  were  immediatelv  inspired,  and  so  far  under 
the  direction  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  they  could  not  err,  to  doubt, 
or  to  reject  any  part  of  it,  would  be  to  reject  the  whole,  and  over- 
turn all  revelation.'  This,  he  says,  he  takes  to  be  the  faith  which 
I  oppose  to  infidelity,  and  that  every  man  that  does  not  believe  all 
this,  I  account  an  infidel.  Now  to  satisfy  him  that  I  am  not  quite 
so  narrow  as  he  takes  me  to  be,  I  will  tell  him,  that  if  any  man 
should  be  of  opinion  that  in  some  facts  related  in  the  Sacred 
Writing  there  are  mistakes,  whether  owing  to  the  negligence  of 
transcnbers,  or  even  in  some  smaller  instances  to  inadvertencies  or 
forgetfulness  of  the  original  historians,  or  if  he  should  doubt  of 
some  particular  books  belonging  to  the  sacred  canon,  though  I 
should  think  him  mistaken,  yet  if  at  the  same  time  he  believed  the 
fideUty  of  the  sacred  historians,  and  the  truth  and  certainty  of  all 
the  main  facts  whereby  the  Christian  revelation  was  attested,  and 
did  accordingly  receive  the  doctrines  and  laws  there  taught  and 
enjoined  as  a  revelation  from  God,  and  consequently  as  of  divine 
authority ;  I  would  be  far  from  branding  him  as  an  infidel  or  an 
enemy  to  Divine  Revelation.  But  if  a  man  should  declare  that  we 
have  no  proof  that  the  main  facts  whereby  the  Scripture  was  at- 
tested, were  really  done ;  or  that  if  they  were  done,  they  can  furnish 
no  proof  or  evidence  at  all  of  its  divine  authority :  that  the  Old 
Testament  is  a  scheme  of  superstition  and  imposture ;  and  that  the 
New  Testament,  as  we  now  have  it,  is  a  jumble  of  inconsistent 
religions  ;  that  Jesus  was  not  the  Christ  foretold  by  the  prophets, 
though  he  himself,  and  all  his  apostles  after  him,  declared  him  to 
be  so;  that  the  apostles  preached  different  Gospels;  and  that  the 
accounts  of  facts,  or  of  doctrines  and  laws,  given  by  Christ's  own 
disciples,  are  not  to  be  depended  upon  :  any  man  that  should  assert 
this,  and  with  his  utmost  art  and  malice  set  himself  to  expose  and 
blacken  the  Sacred  Writings,  and  the  characters  of  those  that  wrote 
them,  and  yet  all  the  while,  with  a  grave  face,  call  himself  a  Chris- 
tian ;  vea,  and  face  the  world  down  tliat  he  is  a  better  Christian 
than  those  that  receive  the  Scriptures  and  the  doctrines  taught  by 
Christ  and  his  apostles  as  of  divine  authority,  must  have  no  small 
share  of  assurance,  and  presume  very  much  upon  the  indulgence  or 
the  stupidity  of  mankina. 

But  our  author  urges,  that  '  nothing  can  be  plainer  than  this, 
that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  historical  infallibility,  but  that  all 
men  are  liable  to  error,  not  only  in  remote  and  supernatural  events, 
but  even  with  regard  to  the  most  common  affairs  and  things  near 
at  hand.'  And  he  thinks  I  ought  to  have  '  proved  this  infallibility, 
at  least  with  respect  to  the  sacred  historians,  and  not  have  supposed 
it,  as  I  have  done  all  along,'  p.  3.  But  if  the  extraordinary 
miraculous  facts,  whereby  the  Mosaical  and  Christian  Revelation 
is  attested,  were  of  Jtuch  a  nature  that  those  that  were  witnesses  to 
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tbem^  could  be  as  sure  of  them  as  any  man  can  be  of  what  he 
bears  and  sees,  and,  consequently,  could  not  be  deceived  or  im- 
posed upon  themselves,  in  the  facts  they  relate,  without  renouncing 
the  testimony  of  all  their  senses ;  and  if,  at  the  same  time,  it  can 
be  shown  that  we  have  the  highest  reason  to  think  that  they  were 
persons  of  great  probity  and  simplicity,  and  who  bad  no  intention 
to  deceive  others ;  yea,  and  that,  as  the  case  was  circumstanced,  it 
was  not  in  their  power  to  have  imposed  these  facts  upon  the  world 
if  they  had  not  been  true ;  this  lays  a  just  foundation  for  depending 
upon  the  accounts  they  give  as  certain  and  true.  And  that  this  is 
the  case  with  regard  to  the  extraordinary  facts  done  in  attestation 
of  the  Mosaic  and  Christian  dispensation,  I  have  not  merely  sup- 
posed, but  proved  at  large  elsewhere.'^  And  when  to  this  it  is 
added,  that  the  persons  by  whom  those  accounts  are  given,  gave 
the  most  manifest  proofs  of  their  being  under  an  extraordinary 
divine  guidance,  which  has  been  shown  to  be  the  case  of  Moses, 
and  of  the  apostles  toof,  to  whom  our  Saviour  had  promised  his 
Spirit  to  guide  them  in  what  they  testified  concerning  him,  and  to 
bring  things  to  their  remembrance  ;  then  there  is  a  sufficient  his- 
torical infallibility,  if  this  author  is  resolved  to  use  this  word,  for  us 
reasonably  to  depend  upon. 

There  is  no  occasion,  therefore,  for  the  great  concern  this  writer, 
in  his  laudable  zeal  for  Christianity  expresses,  lest  this  should  be  a 
placing  religion  upon  a  very  weaK,  precarious,  and  uncertain  bot- 
tom. He  is  afraid,  good  man,  this  will  give  advantage  to  atheists  and 
infidels;  because  if  any  plain  instances  can  be  brought  of  errors, 
mistakes,  or  inconsistencies,  in  the  sacred  writers,  it  will  be  enough 
to  set  aside  their  inspiration,  and  immediate  divine  authority. 
For  if  they  were  not  infallible  in  one  case,  they  might  not  in  ano- 
ther :  and  if  they  were  not  immediately  inspired  in  historical 
matters,  who  can  prove  that  they  were  in  doctrinals  ?'  And  then 
he  observes,  that '  such  are  the  wretched  shifts  to  which  those  must 
be  driven,  who  place  infallibility  and  certainty  in  any  thing  else, 
but  the  necessary  immutable  truth,  reason,  and  fitness  of  things,' 
p.  3.  This,  it  seems,  and  not  historical  infallibilitv,  must  be  the 
*  rock  upon  which  Christ  has  built  his  church,  and  against  which 
all  the  powers  of  earth  and  hell  cannot  prevail,'  p*  4. 

Christianity  surely  is  veiy  much  obhged  to  this  writer,  who  is 
Fo  mightily  concerned  to  take  it  off  the  uncertain  bottom  of  the 
writings  of  the  apostles  and  prophets,  and  is  for  placing  it  upon 
an  impregnable  rock,  against  which  earth  and  hell  cannot  prevail, 
viz.  *  tne  eternal,  immutable  reason  and  fitness  of  things,'  in  which 
alone  infallibility  .and  certainty  can  be  found.  I  wish  he  had 
more  distinctly  explained  what  this  reason  and  fitness  of  things 
is,  and  what  this  infaUibility  is,  that  he  supposes  to  lie  in  the 
fitness  of  things.  Does  he  mean  an  infallibility  in  our  judgments 
concerning  itr  or,  that  we  do  of  ourselves  certainly  and  infal- 
libly know  the  whole  fitness  of  things  as  far  as  relates  to  us? 


*  See  *  Answer  to  Christianity/  &c.,  vol.  ii.  chop.  t\ 
t  See  Divine  Author,  p.  19,  30,  371,  372,  &c. 
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This  is  scarce  consistent  with  what  he  himself,  elsewhere,  ac- 
knowledges, that  human  reason,  in  matters  of  religion,  had  been, 
in  a  great  measure,  lost  amidst  the  general  ignorance,  superstition, 
and  idolatry  of  mankind,  p.  55.  And  if  so,  I  cannot  but  think, 
it  must  be  a  mighty  advantage  to  have  the  truths,  relating  to  reli- 
gion, cleared  and  confirmed  to  us  by  a  divine  authority  and  testi- 
mony. And  that  the  bulk  of  mankmd  would  be  in  much  greater 
danger  of  erring  and  going  wrong,  if  left  to  themselves  to  collect 
the  whole  of  rehgion,  and  their  duty,  as  well  as  they  could,  from 
the  nature  of  things,  by  their  own  reason,  than  if  they  had  the 
doctrines  and  principles  of  it  laid  before  them,  and  the  duties  of  it 
enforced  upon  them  in  plain  propositions,  contained  in  books  writ- 
ten under  the  guidance  of  the  Divine  Spirit. 

But  here,  it  seems,  the  danger  lies,  in  supposing  that  the  Scrip- 
tures were  written  by  divine  revelation  or  inspiration  from  God. 
He  aifects  to  be  in  a  doubt,  whether  I  will  dare  to  take  upon  me 
to  assert  this.  And  he  argues  against  it  thus :  '  if  the  revelation 
consists  in  the  moral  doctrines  and  obligations  of  Scripture,  all 
morality  will  be  revelation  ;  or  if  it  consists  in  the  historical  faiCis, 
all  history  will  be  revelation.  But  if  it  neither  consists  in  the 
moral  doctrines,  nor  historical  facts,  I  wonder  where  he  will  find 
it.  At  this  rate  he  (speaking  of  me)  must  go  out  of  the  Bible, 
and  look  for  his  revelation  somewhere  else,'  p.  6.  This,  it  must 
be  owned,  is  very  acutely  argued,  and  may  serve  as  a  specimen  of 
the  clearness  and  sagacity  of  this  writer.  But  it  doth  not  follow, 
that  if  I  believe  the  moral  doctrines  of  Scripture  to  be  by  Divine  re- 
velation, and  the  historical  accounts  of  the  extraordinary  facts  there 
contained,  to  have  been  written  under  the  unerring  guidance  of  the 
Divine  Spirit,  that  therefore  I  must  believe  all  morality,  and  all 
history,  to  be  revelation  ;  except  it  can  be  proved,  that  I  have  the 
same  reason  to  believe  all  other  writers  of  morals  or  doctrines  in 
religion  to  have  been  extraordinarily  inspired  by  God,  as  I  have 
to  believe  that  Moses  and  the  prophets,  or  that  Christ  and  his 
apostles,  were  so  ;  and  that  all  other  historians  were  equally  under 
a  divine  guidance  as  those  who,  wrote  the  accounts  of  the  facts  in 
the  law  and  gospels.  And  when  the  author  proves  this,  I  shall 
acknowledge  the  force  of  his  argument,  and  snail  look  upon  him 
to  be  a  very  great  man. 

I  can  see  no  reason  at  all  for  the  extreme  surprise  he  seems  to 
be  in,  that  any  man  should  venture  to  assert  that  the  sacred  writers 
were  under  a  divine  unerring  guidance.  Since  there  is  nothing  in 
this  but  what  is  reasonable  and  consistent,  supposing  such  a  reve- 
lation to  have  been  really  given.  For  if  God  designed  a  revela- 
tion for  the  use  of  mankind,  which  he  communicated  to  a  person, 
or  persons,  to  be  by  them  published  to  the  world  in  his  name,  and 
by  his  authority ;  and  if  he  gave  them  the  most  illustrious  creden- 
tials, to  convince  mankind  of  their  divine  mission,  and  enabled 
them  by  his  own  divine  power,  to  work  the  most  extraordinary 
miracles,  in  attestation  of  the  revelation  tlicy  published  in  his 
name,  it  is  but  reasonable,  to  suppose,  that  he  would  ako  (if  Uc 
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were  able  to  do  it^  which  will  scarcely  be  denied)  guide  and  assist 
their  minds  in  publishing  and  delivering  that  revelation  to  the 
world,  so  as  to  keep  them  from  error  m  delivering  it ;  because, 
otherwise,  that  revelation  would  not  answer  the  end,  nor  could 
men  safely  depend  upon  its  authority,  either  as  to  the  doctrines  to 
be  believed,  or  laws  to  be  obeyed.  And  upon  supposition,  that 
that  revelation  was  designed  for  the  lasting  use  and  direction  of 
mankind  in  succeeding  ages,  it  is  equally  reasonable,  to  conclude, 
that  he  would  also  guide  and  assist  them  by  his  Spirit,  in  commit- 
ting that  revelation  to  writing,  together  with  an  account  of  the 
mam  facts,  or  miraculous  attestations,  whereby  it  was  originally 
confirmed  and  established.  An  unerring  guidance,  in  this  case,  is 
equally  possible,  and  equally  fit  and  necessary,  as  in  the  other. 
And  it  may  be  said,  in  some  respects,  that  it  was  of  greater  im- 
portance to  keep  them  from  erring  in  what  was  thus  written,  for 
the  instruction  of  all  succeeding  ages,  than  in  what  they  delivered 
by  word  of  mouth.  This  is  a  consistent  scheme,  harmonious  in 
all  its  parts,  and  worthy  of  the  divine  wisdom  and  goodness.  But 
to  suppose  that  God  discovered  his  will,  in  a  way  of  extraordinary 
revelation,  to  any  person  or  persons,  to  be  by  them  communicated 
in  his  name,  and  by  his  authority,  for  the  use  of  mankind ;  and 
that  he  interposed  by  the  most  extraordinary  and  miraculous  attes- 
tations, to  confirm  the  revelation  they  published,  and  to  engage 
mankind  to  receive  it  as  true  and  divine,  and,  yet,  that  he  did  not 
guide  and  assist  them  in  delivering  that  revelation  to  others,  which 
they  received  from  him,  but  left  them  to  themselves  to  publish  false- 
hood as  well  as  truth,  and  at  the  same  time,  still  continue  to  ^ve 
the  most  illustrious  attestations  to  them,  and  to  their  doctnne, 
whilst  they  were  doing  so ;  or,  to  suppose,  that  he  guided  them 
unerringly  in  publishing  that  revelation,  by  word  of  mouth,  to  that 
age,  and  yet  did  not  assist  and  ^uide  them  in  committing  that  reve- 
lation to  writing  with  the  original  attestations,  whereby  its  divine 
authority  was  established,  though  it  was  designed  for  the  lasting 
use  and  benefit  of  succeeding  ages ;  this  would  be  an  absurd,  selt- 
confounding  scheme,  and  would  be  to  charge  the  Supreme  Being 
with  an  inconsistent  conduct,  which  a  wise  and  good  man  could 
scarcely  be  guilty  of. 

I  am  in  no  great  pain  about  the  author's  '  plain  proofs  of  errors, 
mistakes,  and  inconsistencies,  in  the  sacred  writers,'  which,  he  is 
afraid,  *  would  be  enough  to  set  aside  their  inspiration,  and  imme- 
diate divine  authority  ;  and  would  give  advantage  to  atheists  and 
infidels.*  Many  gentlemen  of  his  complexion  have  made  attempts 
this  way,  but  they  have  hitherto  failed  of  making  good  their 
charge.  He  may,  undoubtedly,  without  great  difficulty,  find  objec- 
tions of  this  kind  made  ready  to  his  hand,  in  several  that  have 
tone  before  him  in  this  cause ;  and  he  may  also,  if  he  pleases, 
nd  sufficient  answers  made  to  them. 
He  goes  on  to  observe,  pp.  6,  7,  that  *  by  revelation,  one  would 
think,  should  be  understood  the  discovery  of  some  doctrines  or 
duties  in  religion  that  had  never  been  known  before,  and  which 
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were  above  the  search  or  investigation  of  human  reason.  In  this 
sense  it  ]ias  been  commonly  represented  by  the  learned,  and  con* 
ceived  and  applied  by  the  vul^r  and  unlearned/  This  the  author 
repeats  in  many  parts  of  his  book.  He  all  along  represents  it  as 
if  revelation  were,  by  those  he  is  pleased  to  call  systematical  di- 
vines, wholly  confined  to  things  above  reason ;  or,  as  he  expresses 
it,  pp.  65,  56, '  that  they  take  revelation,  or  revealed  religion,  to  be 
nothing  else  but  a  new  set  of  doctrines,  absolutely  above  and  be- 

Jond  the  investigation  and  judgment  of  human  reason/  And  yet 
e  cannot  but  know,  that  as  they  hold  the  Scriptures  to  be  given 
by  inspiration  of  God,  so  they  look  upon  the  Cnristian  revelation 
to  contain  all  the  doctrines  and  laws  delivered  by  Christ  and  his 
apostles ;  among  which  are  many  doctrines  and  principles  of  na- 
tural religion,  which  are  not  absolutely  above  the  search,  investi- 
gation, or  perception,  as  he  sometimes  expresses  it,  of  human 
reason  ;  though  they  were  greatly  obscured  and  perverted  thro\igh 
the  corruption  of  mankind.  And  it  hath  always  been  acknow- 
ledged to  be  one  valuable  end  of  divine  revelation,  to  recover  men 
to  the  ri^ht  knowledge  and  firm  belief  of  those  principles  and 
duties  which,  though  not  wholly  unknown  before,  nor  aosolutelv 
above  the  search  of  human  reason,  yet  were  encumbered  with  much 
darkness,  and  had,  in  a  great  measure,  lost  their  force,  at  least, 
among  the  bulk  of  mankind  ;  as  well  as  to  discover  several  things 
in  religion,  which,  tliough  very  useful  when  known,  the  mere  rea- 
son of  man  could  not  have  known,  with  certainty,  without  such 
assistance. 

This  writer,  indeed,  will  not  allow  that  any  thing  was  discovered 
by  the  gospel,  but  what  was  as  well  known  before.  He  observes, 
that  revelation,  as  taken  for  the  discovery  of  any  new  doctrines, 
will  have  but  very  little  or  no  foundation  in  the  New  Testament. 
And  he  then  endeavours  to  show,  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as 
both  he  and  St.  Paul  declare,  *  came  not  to  set  up  any  new  religion, 
or  new  revelation,  but  to  restore  the  old  religion,  and  the  true  Aora- 
hamic  righteousness  that  had  taken  place  before  the  giving  of  the 
law,  and  by  which  Abraham,  Noah,  Enoch,  and  all  good  men, 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  had  been  justified  and  accepted 
of  God.  And  this  justifying  acceptable  righteousness  was  the- 
filial  love  of  God,  and  brotherly  love  to  mankind,'  &c.  It  is 
very  true,  that  the  faith  by  which  Abraham  and  the  patriarchs 
were  justified,  and  that  of  good  men  under  the  gospel,  is  funda- 
mentally the  same :  for  faith,  in  both  cases,  doth  include  a  firm 
trust  in  God,  a  belief  of  the  revelations  and  discoveries  he  makes 
of  his  will,  and  a  dependence  on  his  promises,  all  issuing  in  good 
works  and  sincere  obedience.  But  it  doth  not  follow,  that  there* 
fore  there  is  nothing  discovered,  under  the  gospel,  but  what  was 
as  clearly  discovered  and  revealed  to  Abraham  and  the  patriarchs 
before;  though  undoubtedly  the  same  faith  for  which  Abraham 
was  so  eminent,  and  which  caused  him  to  believe  in  God,  and  in 
the  revelations  he  then  gave,  would  have  led  him  actually  to  believe 
in  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  receive  the  discoveries  he  brought,  if  he 
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had  lived  after  Christ's  actual  manifestation  in  the  flesh.  But  our 
author  further  urges,  that  '  the  iaith  ivhich  was  intended  to  be  in* 
troducted  and  established  by  this  new  dispensation,  or  old  religion 
revived^  was  that  faith  which  makes  and  denominates  men  faith- 
ful ;  and  the  want  of  faith  or  infidelity  was  always  the  want  of 
faith  or  faithfulness,  with  respect  to  the  fiUal  love  of  God,  and  the 
brotherly  love  of  mankind,  and  such  acts  of  moral  truth  and  righ- 
teousness as  must  flow  from  it.  And  that  in  all  this  saving  and 
justifying  scheme,  there  is  not  one  word  or  tittle  of  an  historical 
faith ;  and  that  no  man  was  ever  blamed  or  condemned  for  not  be- 
lieving the  history/  &c.  p.  8.  To  'open  the  true  design  of  this 
paragraph  it  must  be  observed,  that,  with  this  writer,  the  belief  of 
any  facts  whatsoever,  that  are  recorded  in  Scripture,  must  pass  for 
an  historical  faith:  and  consequently  the  belief  that  there  was  such 
a  person  as  Jesus  Christ ;  that  God  sent  him  into  the  world  to 
save  sinners ;  that  he  wrought  such  and  such  illustrious  miracles, 
that  he  taught  such  or  such  doctrines,  and  delivered  such  dis- 
courses ;  that  he  suflered,  and  died  for  our  sins ;  that  he  rose 
again  from  the  dead,  and  ascended  up  into  heaven,  and  is  now  in 
a  state  of  exaltation,  and  shall  come  again  the  second  time,  &c. 
All  this  is  historical  faith,  and  therefore,  in  this  author's  account, 
of  no  necessity  or  importance  at  all.  But  whatever  he  himself 
thinks  of  it,  he  should  not  pretend  to  put  it  upon  the  world,  as  if 
the  New  Testament  also  supposed  this  faith  to  be  of  no  necessity 
or  importance ;  when  everybody  knows,  that  is  at  all  acq^uainted 
with  tnose  sacred  writings,  that  faith  in  Christ  is  there  insisted  on 
as  necessary  to  our  acceptance  with  God,  where  the  gospel  is  pub- 
lished and  made  known.  And  how  a  man  can  be  said  to  believe 
in  Jesus  Christ,  and  vet  not  believe  the  gospel  history,  which  takes 
in  the  things  he  said,  and  did,  is  hard  to  know.  Our  author,  in 
his  letter  to  Eusebius,  acknowledges,  that  the  other  apostles  and 
teachers  of  the  circumcision  u^ed  the  necessity  of  an  actual  ex- 
plicit faith  and  profession  of  Christ ;  but  insinuates,  that  in  this 
thejr  went  much  farther  than  the  apostle  Paul,  who  declares,  that 
justifying  faith  had  been,  in  all  ages,  the  same.*  But  that  apostle 
expresseth  himself  as  fully  and  strongly  on  this  head  as  any  of  the 
rest  Thus  he  saith  to  the  '  Corinthians,  I  declare  unto  you  the 
gospel  which  I  preached  unto  you,  which  also  you  have  received, 
and  wherein  ye  stand  ;  by  which  also  ve  are  saved.  For  I  deli- 
vered unto  you,  first  of  all,  that  which  also  I  received ;  how  that 
Christ  died  for  our  sins  according  to  the  Scriptures ;  and  that  he 
was  buried,  and  rose  again,'  &c.  1  Cor.  xv.  1 — 4.  And  when  he 
elsewhere  saith,  'The  word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy  mouth,  and 
in  thy  heart,  that  is,  the  word  of  faith  which  we  preach ;  that  if 
thou  nhalt  confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  be- 
lieve in  thine  heart  that  God  hath  raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou 
shalt  be  saved.  For  with  the  heart  man  believeth  unto  righteous- 
ness,' &c.  '  Rom.  X.  8,  9,  10.     I  am  afraid  this  great  apostle,  for 

See  Letter  to  Eusebius,  p.  6. 
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whom  this  writer  frequently  professes  a  mighty  veneration,  must 
now  pass  in  his  esteem  for  as  great  abettor  of  historical  faith  as 
any  of  the  rest.  It  is  true,  that  we  are  taught  both  by  St  Paul 
and  the  other  apostles,  that  the  believing  in  Jesus  Christ,  if  sepa- 
rated from  the  fruits  of  righteousness,  will  not  justify  or  save  a 
man.  But  this  doth  not  prove,  that  that  faith  is  not  necessarily 
required  of  the  gospel ;  no  more  than  it  will  prove,  that  it  is  un- 
necessary to  believe  a  God  or  a  Providence ;  because  the  bare  be- 
lief of  this,  alone  considered,  will  not  save  a  man. 

There  is  one  general  remark  that  must  occur  to  every  man  that 
reads  the  author's  book,  and  that  is,  that  he  all  along  represents 
bis  adversaries  as  renouncing  all  evidence  from  nature  and  reason 
in  matters  of  religion,  as  putting  it  solely  upon  positive  authority, 
and  abstracting  entirely  from  all  consideration  of  the  fitness  of 
things.  This  he  frequently  charges  upon  me.  And  in  the  same 
manner  he  represents  his  learned  adversary  Mr.  Chapman,  as 
'  setting  up  miracles  as  a  criterion  of  divine  faith,  and  of  revela* 
tion,  above  reason,  *  in  opposition  to  the  nature,  reason,  and 
fitness  of  things'  as  appearing  to  the  understanding,*  Lett  to 
Euseb.  p.  29.  1  shall  take  some  notice  of  this  here,  that  I  may  not 
be  obliged  to  return  to  Jt  on  all  occasions. 

I  freely  gn\nt,  and  it  is  granted  by  every  divine  who  has  wrote 
in  this  controversy,  that  whatever  is  proved  by  clear  and  evident 
reason,  from  the  nature  of  the  thin^,  may  be  justly  received  upon 
the  strength  of  that  reason  and  evidence.  But  since  it  is  mani- 
fest in  fact  and  experience,  and  our  author  himself  doth  not  deny 
it,  that  mankind  are  involved  in  great  darkness  and  corruption, 
and  if  left  to  themselves,  are  very  prone  to  entertain  wrong  appre- 
hensions in  matters  of  religion,  and  to  neglect  and  counteract  tneir 
duty  in  very  important  instances,  an  extraordinary  revelation  from 
God,  in  which  we  are  assured  of  the  truth  of  doctrines  in  religion, 
and  have  the  duties  of  it  enjoined  and  enforced  upon  us  by  the 
express  testimony  and  authority  of  God  himself;  would  be  of  signal 
benefit,  and  a  great  instance  of  the  divine  goodness  and  compas- 
sion towards  us. 

But,  then,  supposing  such  a  revelation  really  given,  there  must 
be  some  way  of  proving  to  men,  that  it  is  indeed  a  revelation  from 
God,  and  to  be  regarded  as  of  divine  authority ;  and  that  the 
persons  professing  to  have  received  it  from  God,  and  who  pub- 
lished it  to  the  world  in  his  name,  were  indeed  sent  by  God,  and 
did  receive  those  doctrines  and  laws  by  extraordinary  revelation 
from  him.  And  here  it  is  that  the  proof  from  miracles  properly 
comes  in,  as  an  illustrious  attestation  given  by  God  to  the  divine 
mission  of  these  persons,  and  to  the  divine  original  of  those  doc- 
trines and  laws ;  and,  that,  consequently,  they  are  to  be  received 
as  of  divine  authority.  And  this  divine  authority,  when  once  it 
can  be  proved,  would  be  of  equal  use,  both  to  give  men  a  more 
certain  knowledge  and  assurance  even  of  those  things,  which,  how- 
ever, absolutely  speaking,  they  are  certainly  discoverable  by  our 
natural  reason,  yet  in  the  present  corrupt  state  of  mankind,  are 
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encumbered  with  much  darkness  and  prejudices:  and  also  more 
distinctly  to  describe  and  specify  the  particulars  of  moral  duty,  and 
give  them  a  greater  force,  and  urge  them  upon  us  with  more. pow- 
erful motives ;  and,  lastly,  to  assure  us  of  things  which  it  is  a  great 
advantage  to  us  to  know ;  and  which  yet  we  could  not  otherwise 
have  known,  or  not  with  sufficient  clearness  and  certainty. 

It  is  manifest,  that  upon  this  scheme,  we  are  under  no  obliga- 
tion or  necessity  to  renounce  any  proof  or  evidence  that  can  be 
brought  for  any  principle  or  precept  in  religion  from  the  nature  and 
reason  of  the  thing.  Revelation  leaves  ail  tlie  proofs  of  religion 
drawn  from  the  nature  of  things  in  their  full  force,  and  in  all  their 
light  and  evidence ;  and  adds  to  them  the  attestation  of  a  divine 
authority  and  testimony.  We  have  all  the  advantage  of  argu- 
ments from  the  reason  and  nature  of  things  that  this  writer  can 
justly  pretend  to  have,  with  this  farther  advantage,  that  besides 
this  we  have  the  assistance  of  extraoixlinary  revelation  of  a  di- 
vine testimonvy  which  gives  a  farther  degree  of  certainty  and  evidence. 

There  is,  therefore,  a  perfect  harmony  upon  this  scheme  between 
reason  and  revelation,  and  between  natural  religion  and  revealed ; 
though  this  writer  pretends,  that  in  '  the  way  of  spiritual  scholasti- 
cism (as  he  thinks  proper  to  express  it)  natural  and  revealed  religion 
are  two  essentially  different  religions,'  which  he  thinks  '  looks  like 
a  setting  up  imperium  in  imperio,'  p.  54.  And  though  I  do  not  take 
revelation  to  be  nothing  else  but  mere  natural  religion  revived,  yet 
I  look  upon  it  to  be  an  important  end  and  use  of  revelation  farther 
to  clear,  confirm,  and  establish  the  main  principles  and  duties  of 
natural  religion.  The  question,  therefore,  oetween  him  and  me,  is 
not,  as  he  is  pleased  to  put  it,  p.  66,  about  rational  and  sensible 
religion,  or  whether  sense  or  reason  are  most  to  be  depended  upon 
in  matters  of  religion.  As  if  I  was  for  renouncing  reason  and  de- 
pending only  upon  sense  in  mattei-s  of  religion ;  or,  as  if  he  was  for 
a  rational  religion,  and  I  was  against  it.  But  the  question  really 
is,  whether  human  reason,  guided  and  assisted  by  an  extraordinary 
divine  revelation,  confirmed  by  the  authority  and  testimony  of  God 
himself;  or  reason  left  to  itself,  without  that  assistance,  be  of  most 
use  and  service  in  matters  of  religion.   . 

This  gentleman  seems  all  along  to  value  himself  mightily  upon 
it,  that  he  is  for  placing  religion  upon  a  firm  and  immoveable  foun- 
dation, the  reason  and  fitness  of  all  thin^  ;  and  he  saith  that  what 
I  mean  by  revelation,  is  a  '  supposed  positive  religion,  founded  upon 
mere  authority,  without  any  other  or  farther  reason,',  p.  14.  One 
would  think,  by  his  representation  of  the  matter,  that  revelation, 
according  to  my  notion  of  it,  is  '  merely  a  positive  religion,'  as  op- 
posed to  that  which  is  founded  in  the  nature  of  things ;  and  that  I 
do  not  suppose  that  revealed  religion  hath  any  foundation  at  all  in 
nature  or  reason.  And  so  he  would  pass  it  upon  the  world,  that 
his  religion  truly  is  founded  in  the  reason  and  fitness  of  things,' but 
that  which  we  plead  for  is  not.  I  will  therefore  tell  him  once  for 
all,  that  I  look  upon  revealed  religion  to  have  a  real  foundation  in 
the  nature  and  fitness  of  things.     For  all  truth  hath  a  real  fitness 
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in  it,  or  is  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  things.  And  I  am  satisfied, 
that  there  is  a  real  fitness  in  the  whole  work  and  method  of  oor 
redemption  and  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ ;  that  is,  that  it  is  really 
agreeable  to  the  just  order  of  things,  to  the  relations  between  Ood 
and  us,  to  the  honor  of  the  divine  government  and  excellencies,  and 
that  it  is  highly  for  the  advantage  and  happiness  of  mankind.  But 
the  question  is  not,  whether  that  which  is  true  and  fit  in  matters  of 
religion  is  to  be  admitted,  but  which  is  the  best  way  of  getting  a 
right  information  and  assurance  of  that  truth  and  fitness.  And  the 
way  this  writer  seems  to  propose,  as  far  as  1  can  comprehend  his 
design,  is  for  every  man  to  collect  the  whole  of  religion,  in  principle 
and  practice,  from  the  nature  of  things  by  his  own  reason,  independ- 
ent on  all  authority  ;  a  work  to  which  the  greatest  part  of  mankind 
are  manifestly  incompetent.  He  seems  all  along  to  think,  that  if 
he  can  but  say  that  truth  is  founded  in  nature,  or  the  reason  and 
-fitness  of  things,  this  is  suflEicient  to  show,  that  in  this  case  we 
are  not  to  be  assured  of  it  by  authority.  But  this  doth  not  follow, 
except  it  can  be  proved  that  the  whole  reason  and  fitness  of  things 
is  open  to  us.  It  is  evident,  that  a  thing  may  be  in  itself  fit  and 
reasonable,  and  yet  we  may  not  be  able  merely  of  ourselves  demon- 
strably to  prove  it  to  be  so,  for  want  of  taking  in  a  full  view  and 
comprehension  of  those  things  that  are  necessary  to  form  a  clear 
and  certain  judgment  concerning  it.  And  now  where  is  the  mighty 
advantage  of  his  scheme,  which  he  extols  as  of  so  much  use  to 
mankind  ?  We  have  all  the  light  of  reason  to  assist  us  that  he  can 
boast  of,  and  are  as  much  at  liberty  to  make  a  just  use  of  it  in 
searching  and  examining  into  the  reason  and  nature  of  things :  and 
besides  this,  we  have  the  additional  light  of  extraordinary  revela- 
tion, or  a  divine  authoritjr  and  testimonjr.  And  I  may  appeal  to 
the  common  sense  of  mankind,  whether  this  is  not  a  great  advantage 
where  it  can  be  had.  For  surely  it  must  be  acknowledged,  tluit 
God  may  ascertain  us  of  things,  which,  however  they  have  a  fitness 
in  themselves,  we  should  not  have  known,  or  not  have  known  so 
certainly,  without  that  information  and  assistance.  And  that  if  he 
assureth  us  of  things  by  his  own  testimony  or  authority,  that  testi- 
mony or  authority  may  be  safely  depended  upon;  and  that  this 
would  come  with  a  far  greater  force,  and  give  a  more  satisfying 
assurance  and  certainty  to  the  mind  than  the  opinions  of  mere 
philosophers  and  moralists. 

But  1  shall  have  occasion  to  say  more  on  this  head  afterwards, 
when  I  come  to  examine  what  he  offers  to  show,  that  no  authority 
can  be  depended  on  at  all  in  matters  of  religion.  And  shall  now 
proceed  to  another  remark,  on  our  author's  manner  of  writing ;  and 
that  is,  his  confused  jumbling  together  Questions  which  are  entirely 
distinct,  and  so  perplexing  and  confounding  the  debate.  Whether 
this  be  owing  to  a  confusion  of  things  in  his  own  understanding,  or 
to  art  and  design,  or  to  both  together,  I  shall  not  determine ;  but  to 
whatsoever  it  is  owing,  it  is  not  a  very  proper  way  of  writing  for  an 
author  that  sets  up  to  enlighten  mankind  in  things  of  ^  the  utmost 
consequence  in  religion.' 
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In  p.  46,  he  pretends  to  state  the  question  between  him  and  me. 
He  saith,  the  '  only  question  between  us  is  concerning  the  principal 
characteristic,  or  medium  of  proof,  by  which  we  are  to  perceive  or 
judge  of  divine  truth,  or  of  truth  as  coming  from  God.'  And  then 
he  adds,  *  here  the  author  (speaking  of  me)  seems  to  think,  that 
human  testimony  and  authority,  weak  and  fallible  as  it  is,  yet 
is  both  sufficient,  and  the  only  means  of  conveying  such  truth  to 
us,  who  cannot  pretend  to  any  immediate  persona!  inspiration  or 
revelation  in  the  case.  But  it  is  certain  (says  he)  that  divine 
authority,  as  founded  upon  human  authority,  must  be  liable  to  all 
the  weakness,  uncertainty,  failures,  and  imperfections  of  such  human 
authority.  Since  the  superstructure  can  never  be  stronger  than  the 
foundation,  nor  the  conclusion  clearer  than  the  premises  from  which 
it  is  drawn.' 

All  the  strength  of  this  lies  wholly  in  the  obscurity  of  it,  and  in 
jumbling  things  together  which  are  of  distinct  consideration.  It  is 
manifest  that  he  here  confounds  the  questions,  concerning  the  ori- 
ginal proofs  of  a  divine  revelation,  supposed  to  be  given  m  former 
ages,  and  concerning  the  means  or  manner  of  conveying  that  reve- 
lation with  those  proofs  to  us.  But  these  are  distinct  questions, 
and  to  be  considered  distinctly. 

It  is  one  question,  how  we  come  to  know  that  the  Christian 
religion,  as  preached  by  Christ  and  his  apostles,  came  originally 
from  God  in  a  way  of  extraordinary  revelation ;  and  the  answer  to 
this  is,  that  it  came  attended  with  such  a  series  of  illustrious  mirac- 
ulous attestations  as  ^ave  a  full  testimony  to  the  divine  mission  of 
the  persons  by  whom  it  was  published,  and  to  the  truth  and  divine 
origmal  of  the  doctrines  and  laws.  But  it  is  another  question,  what 
ground  we  have  to  think  that  that  original  revelation,  or  the  doc- 
trines and  laws,  together  with  an  account  of  those  extraordinary 
miraculous  attestations  are  safely  transmitted  to  us,  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that  we  may  have  a  reasonable  assurance  that  they  are  the 
doctiines  and  laws  that  were  originally  given,  and  that  these  facts 
were  really  done. 

The  questions  were  distinctly  treated  in  the  book  he  pretends  to 
answer;  the  former,  p.  16,  &c.  the  latter,  p.  36,  &c.  But  this 
writer,  whose  advantage  lies  in  perplexing  matters,  perpetually 
confounds  the  question  concerning  the  means  of  conveying  a 
revelation  to  us  with  that  concerning  the  proper  proofs  of  its  ori- 
ginal authority ;  as  if,  because  the  writings  in  which  that  original 
revelation  is  contained,  are  conveyed  to  us  through  the  hands  of 
fallible  men,  therefore  the  divine  authority  of  that  revelation  is 
founded  upon  human  authority,  as  a  superstructure  upon  its  found- 
ation, and  a  conclusion  upon  the  principles  from  which  it  is  drawn. 

But  it  is  evident  to  every  one,  that  the  question  whether  a  writing 
or  law  be  faithfully  conveyed  to  us,  is  one  thing,  and  the  question 
concerning  the  authority  of  that  writing  or  law,  and  the  grounds  of 
its  obligation,  is  another.  That  which  gives  a  law  its  authority,  is 
its  having  been  enacted  by  the  legislature.  Let  us  suppose  such  a 
law  comoitited  to  writing;  and  that  an  age  or  two  after,,  some 
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person  is  accused  for  transgressing  that  law.  He  denies  its  author- 
ity. Why?  Because  it  comes  to  us  through  the  hands  of  printers, 
clerks,  keepers  of  records,  8cc.  and  these  are  not  legislators,  nor 
can  pretend  to  any  authority  to  make  laws ;  and  the  authority  of 
those  laws  must  depend  wholly  upon  the  authority  of  the  persons 
by  whom  they  are  conveyed  to  us.  For  it  is  certain  that  the  legis- 
lative authonty,  as  founded  upon  the  authority  of  printers,  clerks, 
&c.  must  be  liable  to  all  the  weakness,  failures,  &c.  of  their  author- 
ity, and  can  be  of  no  other  or  higher  kind  than  their  authority  is ; 
since  the  '  superstructure  can  never  be  stronger  than  the  foundation, 
nor  the  conclusion  clearer  than  the  principles  from  which  it  is  drawn/ 
I  doubt  this  way  of  arguing  would  hardly  be  admitted  in  our  courts 
of  judicature  as  suflEicient  to  set  aside  the  authority  of  our  laws ; 
and  if  any  man  seriously  made  such  a  plea  as  this,  he  would  hardly 
be  judged  to  be  in'^his  right  senses.  But  any  kind  of  reasoning  will 
go  down,  when  brought  against  the  authority  of  divine  revelation. 

It  is  on  the  same  confused  jumble  of  things  that  that  censure  is 
founded  which  he  passes  upon  me,  p.  50.  That  my  ^  scheme  necessarily 
leads  me  to  place  the  most  important,  or  divine  truth  upon  the  foot 
of  human  fallible  authority.'  And  ^very  where,  through  his  whole 
book,  he  insists  upon  it,  as  if  this  alone  was  sufficient  to  destroy  the 
authority  of  the  Scripture  revelation,  that  it  is  transmitted  to  us 
through  the  hands  of  fallible  men ;  and  that  to  lay  any  stress  upon 
the  authority  of  a  revelation  that  is  thus  convey^  to  us,  is  to  lay 
the  whole  stress  of  religion  on  fallible  human  authority.  But  if  the 
original  revelation,  when  first  given  and  published,  was  of  divine 
authority,  and  if  that  revelation  was  committed  to  writing,  and  we 
have  sufficient  evidence  that  that  original  revelation  is  safely  trans- 
mitted to  us  without  any  material  corruption  or  alteration,  then  it 
is  as  much  of  divine  authority  now  as  it  was  at  first,  and  we  are  as 
much  obliged  to  receive  and*  submit  to  it,  as  if  we  had  received  it 
immediatehr^from  the  persons  by  whom  it  was  first  published  in  the 
name  of  God.  A  revelation  or  law,  if  it  had  any  real  original 
divine  authority,  does  not  lose  that  authority  by  bein^  committed 
to  writing.  r(or  does  its  authority  depend  on  the  intermediate 
conveyers,  but  on  the  proofs  of  its  having  been  originally  given  by 
revelation  from  God,  as  the  authority  of  a  law  formerly  enacted, 
depends  not  upon  the  persons  through  whose  hands  it  is  transmitted 
to  us,  but  upon  its  having  been  originally  enacted  by  the  legislature. 
It  is  therefore  to  no  purpose  to  object,  as  this  writer  does,  p.  13, 
that  we  cannot  depend  upon  that  revelation,  ^because  the  interme- 
diate conveyers,  as  not  being  inspired  or  infallible  themselves,  might 
mistake  the  sense  of  the  first  promulgers,  or  give  us  a  wrong  account 
of  it,'  p.  13.  For  if  the  writings  of  those  first  promulgers  are 
conveyed  safe  to  us,  then  it  is  nothing  to  us  whether  the  intermediate 
conveyers  be  fallible  or  not :  for  in  that  case  we  judge  of  the  sense 
of  the  first  promulgers,  not  by  the  opinion  of  the  intermediate 
conveyers,  but  by  the  very  words  of  the  original  promulgers  com- 
mitted to  writing ;  and  in  that  case  may  as  properly  be  said  to  have 
that  revelation  m  our  hands,  and  may  as  properly  be  governed  by 
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the  doctrines  and  laws  of  it,  as  if  we  had  lived  in  the  age  when  it 
was  first  promulgated,  and  bad  then  heard  it  published  by  word  of 
mouth. 

That  an  original  divine  revelation  may  be  transmitted  to  us 
through  the  hands  of  fallible  men,  in  a  manner  that  may  be  safely 
depended  on,  was  shown  in  my  former  book,  p.  22,  8cc.  And  his 
learned  adversary,  Mr.  Chapman,  has  considered  this  more  largely 
and  fully.  To  all  which  this  writer  has  nothing  to  oppose  but 
general  clamors,  which  he  repeats  on  all  occasions,  about  the  ^  un- 
uncertainty  and  infinite  confusion  of  history,  and  fallible  human 
testimony.'  This  may  possibly  take  with  some  that  will  not  give 
themselves  the  trouble  of  thinking,  and  are  carried  away  by  mere 
sounds ;  but  cannot  have  any  influence  on  men  of  sense.  It  will 
easily  be  allowed  this  writer  what  he  wisely  observes,  that  all  *  men 
are  liable  to  error,  and  that  even  with  regard  to  the  most  common 
afiairs  and  things  nigh  at  hand,'  p.  3.  But  does  it  follow,  that 
therefore  no  man  can  ever  be  certain  of  any  thing ;  no,  not  even  of 
what  he  hears  or  sees  ?  Men  may  be  deceived  by  human  testimony ; 
but  does  this  prove,  that  therefore  no  human  testimony  can,  in  any 
case,  be  certamly  depended  on  ;  I  know  it  only  by  the  testimony 
of  fallible  men,  that  there  is  such  a  place  as  Paris  or  Rome,  or  such 
a  part  of  the  world  as  America,  for  I  never  was  there ;  and  yet  I  am 
as  reasonably  certain  of  this  as  I  am  of  my  own  existence.  It  is 
only  by  what  the  author  calls  *  human  fallible  testimony,  that  I 
believe  any  past  facts  whatsoever;  that  I  believe  there  was  such  a 
king  as  Charles  the  First,  and  that  he  was  beheaded,  or  that  there 
were  civil  wars  between  kin^  and  parliament,  or  between  the  houses 
of  York  and  Lancaster,  and  yet  I  have  as  little  reasonable  ground 
to  doubt  of  them  as  if  I  had  lived  in  those  timos,  and  seen  those 
events  myself.  It  is  undeniably  evident,  that  the  most  of  our 
knowledge  does,  and  in  the  present  state  of  mankind  must,  come  in 
this  way ;  and  that  without  it  no  advantage  could  be  made  of  the 
knowledge,  experience,  and  observations  of  past  ages.  It  is  in  this 
method  that  all  our  laws,  records,  &c.  are  conveyed.  And  why  then 
should  it  be  thought  absurd,  that  writings,  containing  an  account  of 
doctrines  or  facts  relating  to  religion,  should  be  also  transmitted  in 
this  way ;  that  is,  in  the  only  way  of  conveyance  that,  in  the  present 
constitution  of  the  world  and  of  mankind,  is  left  for  transmitting 
any  past  writings,  laws,  or  facts  to  succeeding  ages ;  and  which  in 
many  cases  may  be  so  circumstanced,  that  it  would  be  a  ridiculous 
scepticism  to  doubt  of  the  certainty  and  safety  of  the  conveyance. 

I  would,  therefore  advise  this  writer  not  to  trouble  the  world 
more  with  his  general  confused  clamours  about  *  fallible  human 
testimony,'  except  he  will  lay  it  down  as  a  principle  that  human 
testimony,  that  is,  the  testimony  of  men,  who  are  in  themselves  fal- 
lible, can  in  no  case  be  certainly  depended  upon.  And  whenever 
he  shall  undertake  to  prove  this,  I  will  undertake  to  show  his  ab- 
surdity. But  if  human  testimony  may  give  a  reasonable  certainty, 
and  be  depended  upon  in  many  cases ;  and,  particularly,  if  books 
written,  and  accounts  of  facts  done  in  past  ages,  may  be  transmitted 
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to  US  in  such  a  manner^  that  no  man  can  reasonably  doubt  that 
these  writings  are  safely  conveyed,  and  that  these  facts  were  really 
done^  then  his  mere  crying  out,  that  they  are  transmitted  by  human 
testimony,  and  that  the  intermediate  conveyers  were  fallible^  is  all 
weak,  impertinent  harangue,  and  proves  nothing  at  alL  It  has  been 
often  shown,  with  great  evidence,  that  the  conveyance  of  the  sacred 
writings  is  such  as  may  justly  be  depended  on;  and  that  we  have 
all  the  assurance  that  can  be  reasonably  desired,  that  they  are  trans- 
mitted safe  to  us,  without  any  material  corruption,  either  in  doctrines 
or  facts.  If  he  would  argue  to  the  purpose,  let  him  answer  what 
has  been  offered  on  this  head,  and  produce  his  proofs,  to  show  that 
the  conveyance  is  uncertain,  and  not  to  be  depended  upon.  But 
this,  I  doubt,  we  are  never  to  expect  from  this  writer.  If  he  can- 
not carry  his  point  by  general  clamours,  he  has  done  his  best,  and 
you  are  to  expect  no  more  from  him. 

I  shall  conclude  this  introduction  with  taking  notice  of  a  passage 
which  our  author  hath,  p.  44,  where  he  pretends  to  sum  up  the 
whole  argument  of  my  book.  He  there  observes,  that  my  whole 
work,  as  to  the  argumentative  part  of  it,  may  be  reduced  to  this 
one  syllogism. 

^  Whatever  God  has  commanded  must  be  reasonable  and  fit,  and 
ought,  consequently,  to  be  done  on  the  sole  foot  of  his  authority, 
abstracted  from  any  prior  reason  or  fitness  of  things,  as  appearing 
to  the  understanding.  * 

*  But  God  has  commanded  some  things  purely  indifferent  in  their 
own  nature,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  and  other  things  which  must  ap- 
pear unreasonable  to  our  weak  imderstandings,  abstracted  fh>m 
such  immediate  divine  authority. ' 

*  Therefore  things  indifferent  in  themselves,  or  which  otherwise 
might  appear  unreasonable  and  unfit  to  mere  human  reason,  may 
be  reasonable,  fit,  and  necessary  by  divine  authority. ' 

Any  one  that  had  not  read  my  book,  and  was  to  form  an  idea  of 
it,  from  the  account  this  writer  here  pretends  to  give  of  it,  would 
imagine,  that  the  main  desi^  of  my  book,  and  what  I  bent  myself 
laboriously  to  prove,  was,  that  God  may  command,  and  hath  ac- 
tually commanded,  things  that  appear  to  us  '  unreasonable  and 
unfit,'  and  that  yet  they  ought  to  oe  done,  and  to  be  regarded  as 
'  I'easonable  and  fit '  on  the  sole  foot  of  his  authority.  The  major 
proposition  in  this  syllogism,  viz.  that  *  whatever  God  has  com- 
manded must  bo  reasonable  and  fit,  and  ought,  consequently,  to  be 
done  on  the  sole  foot  of  his  authority, '  &c. ;  I  had  little  occasion 
to  meddle  with  except  in  the  case  of  Abraham.  And  there  also,  I 
mentioned  it  as  a  concession  of  our  author's  own,  and  a  principle 
which  he  himself  allowed  to  be  reasonable."*^  And  as  to  the  minor 
proposition  in  the  above  syllogism,  viz.  that  God  *  has  commanded 
some  things  purely  indifferent,  and  other  things  which  must  appear 
unreasonable,  &c.    This,  he  tells  us,  is  what  he  has  denied, '  as  if 

♦  See  DiviAe  Authority,  pp.  91,  92. 
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this  was  the  main  controversy  between  him  and  me.  It  is  evident 
that  he  here  forms  his  argument,  as  if  I  had  not  only  granted,  but 
affirmed,  that  there  are  several  things  commanded  both  in  the  Mo- 
saical  and  Christian  dispensation,  that  'must  appear  unreasonable 
and  unfit  to  our  understandings. '  But  he  knows  very  well,  that  I 
was  so  far  from  granting  this,  that  on  the  contrary,  the  main  design 
of  my  book  was  to  answer  the  objections  he  brought  against  them, 
and  to  show  that  there  is  nothing  in  them  that  can  be  proved  to  be 
unreasonable  or  unfit.  Nor  has  he  been  able  to  make  good  his 
charge  in  any  one  instance.  But  this  may  give  us  a  specimen  of 
the  candour  and  justice  of  this  writer ;  and  by  this,  and  several 
other  things  in  this  book,  one  would  be  apt  to  think,  that  he  wrote 

Crincipallv  for  those  who  should  never  see  or  read  my  book  at  all, 
ut  take  nis  word  for  what  is  contained  in  it 


CHAPTER  I. 


An  examiaatioD  of  what  the  author  repreaeots  aa  the  main  principles  of  hia  hook.  Their 
absarditj  and  inconsistency  shovm.  His  acconnt  of  the  nature  of  truth,  and  the 
grounds  of  its  communicability- 1  and  the  attempt  he  makes  to  show  that  truth  cannot 
be  proved  by  authority,  considered.  That  authority  may  in  many  cases  be  of  advan- 
tage for  ascertaining  us  of  truth,  and  that  a  divine  authority,  or  testimony,  may  be  of 
signal  use  in  matters  of  religion  and  morality.  This  partieularly  shown  with  regard 
to  the  Christian  revelation. 

Our  author  looks  upon  the  main  principles  he  had  advanced  in 
his  former  book,  to  be  so  '  strong  and  clear, '  that  *  I  could  not  med- 
dle with  the  principles  themselves,  and  dared  not  contradict  or  ar- 
gue against  tnem  directly ; '  and  that  I  have  therefore  '  left  all  the 
principles  of  the  book,  which  I  pretended  to  answer,  in  their  full 
lorce/  p.  6.  And  he  repeats  it  again,  p.  9,  that  I  knew  very  well 
that  I  ^  could  not  confute  any  one  general  principle  or  position  in 
the  moral  philosopher,*  p.  9. 

I  must  confess  I  am  something  at  a  loss  to  know  what  principles 
he  means.  That  book  is  written  in  so  loose  and  rambling  a  manner, 
with  so  little  method  or  consistency,  that  it  is  no  easy  matter  to 
know  what  are  the  main  principles  of  it,  and  the  chief  difficulty  lies 
not  in  confuting,  but  in  understanding  them.  If  there  be  any 
thing  that  can  be  called  the  main  principle  of  his  book,  it  is  that 
concerning  the  '  moral  reason  and  fitness  of  things, '  being  the  only 
*  criterion  of  divine  truth, '  or  of '  truth  as  coming  from  God. '  And 
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this  principle  of  his  is  there  expressed  in  so  general  and  undeter- 
minate  a  manner,  that  it  is  very  hard  to  form  a  precise  idea  of  what 
he  means  by  it.  But,  however,  I  endeavoured  to  confute  it  as  far 
as  I  understood  it.  He  repeats  this  principle  again  in  his  last  book, 
and  expresses  it  thus,  that  we  *  have  no  certain  mark  or  criterion  of 
divine  or  moral  truth,  or  of  truth  as  coming  from  God,  and  discover- 
ing his  will  concerning  our  duty,  but  the  moral  reason  and  fitness 
of  the  thin^,  or  its  relation  to  and  connexion  with  our  happiness,' 
p.  12.  He  thinks  it  very  strange  that  I  should  pretend  to  be  under 
uncertainty  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  principle, '  as  if  it  was  one  of 
the  most  perplexed  uncertain  propositions  I  had  ever  met  with. ' 
Now,  I  must  own,  I  am  still  uncertain  about  the  meaning  of  it 
And  I  find  his  other  answerer,  Mr.  Chapman,  was  as  much  at  a 
loss  what  to  make  of  it  as  myself.  That  learned  writer  has  turned 
the  proposition  several  ways,  and  in  every  sense  that  he  could 
think  of  has  found  it  to  be  absurd.  The  wisest  thing,  in  my  opinion, 
our  author  could  have  done,  would  have  been  silently  to  have  drop- 
ped this  principle,  and  not  have  put  the  world  in  mind  of  it  any 
more,  nut,  without  taking  the  least  notice  of  what  had  been  of- 
fered against  it,  he  securely  repeats  it,  or  refers  to  it,  on  all  occasions, 
in  his  last  book.  I  had  endeavoured,  in  the  book  be  has  under- 
taken to  answer,"*^  to  put  this  principle  of  his  in  terms  that  might 
have  rendered  it  something  more  intelligible ;  but  since  he  gives 
me  no  thanks  for  this,  but  is  resolved  to  go  on  in  his  own  way,  let 
i|s  take  it  as  he  himself  has  been  pleased  here  to  express  it,  and  see 
what  can  be  made  of  it^  and  wherein  its  great  strength  and  useful- 
ness lies. 

The  professed  design  of  this  principle,  as  advanced  by  our  author, 
is  to  set  before  us  the  only^  sure,  and  infallible  criterion  by  which 
we  are  to  judge  of  all  truth  whatsoever  relating  to  religion,  and  by  at- 
tending to  which,  we  may  be  safely  and  certainly  guided  what 
truths  we  are  to  receive  as  coming  from  God.  Now,  this  principle, 
as  here  expressed  by  him,  seems  to  be  in  no  way  fitted  to  answer 
that  purpose.  It  is  evident  (as  I  had  observed  in  my  former  book, 
p.  4,  6,)  that  there  are  doctrines  in  religion,  and  those  too  of  con- 
siderable importance,  which  we  are  to  believe,  as  well  as  propositions 
immediately  and  directly  relating  to  the  duties  which  we  are  to 
practise.  Now  this  principle  of  the  author's,  according  to  the  ac- 
count he  here  gives  of  it,  seems  only  to  relate  to  the  latter  of  these. 
For  the  truth  of  which  he  here  proposes  to  give  the  criterion,  is 
'  divine  or  moral  truth,  or  truth  as  coming  from  God,  and  discover- 
ing his  will  concerning  our  duty.'  Where,  by  *  divine  or  moral 
truth, '  he  seems  to  understand  such  truth  as  '  discovers  the  will  of 
God  concerning  our  duty ;  that  is,  such  truth  as  relates  to  the  du- 
ties which  God  requires  us  to  practise.  So  elsewhere,  p.  17,  he  de- 
scribes '  moral  truth '  to  be  the  '  reason  and  fitness  oi  actions,  as 

•  See  DiviDe  Autbority,  p.  6. 
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founded  in  the  nature  of  things^  and  as  necessarily  connected  with 
and  related  to  the  happiness  of  moral  agents ; '  this^  says  he,  '  is 
what  I,  with  others,  call  divine  truth,  or  truth  coming  from  God.  * 
And,  in  this  sense,  his  criterion  is  very  defective,  and  cannot  be 
said  to  extend  to  all  truths  or  doctrines,  and  principles  in  religion, 
but  only  to  the  '  fitness  of  actions. '  And,  even  with  regard  to 
these,  our  author's  principle  is  far  from  being  clear  and  certain. 
For  the  only  criterion  he  nere  lays  down,  is,  what  he  calls  the '  moral 
reason  and  fitness  of  the  thing  ; '  and  this  moral  reason  and  fitness 
he  explains  to  be  its  ^  relation  to  and  connexion  with  our  happi- 
ness. '  So  that,  it  seems,  nothing  is  to  be  admitted  as  a  proof  or 
evidence  of  any  thing's  being  the  will  of  God,  concerning  our  duty, 
but  its  appearing  to  our  own  minds  or  undei-standings  to  be  in  the 
nature  oi  the  thmg  connected  with  our  happiness.  But  here,  again, 
another  doubt  arises  ;  what  kind  of  relation  to  or  connexion  with 
our  happiness,  a  thing  must  have,  in  order  to  its  being  morally  fit 
and  reasonable.  For  this  author  frequently  expresses  himself  as  if 
he  understood  it  only  of  a  necessary  and  immutable  connexion  with 
our  happiness.  Thus,  p.  16,  he  describes  'moral  truth  '  to  be  that 
which  discovers  to  us  the  *  necessary  relations  and  qualifications  of 
actions  as  connected  with  our  happiness. '  And,  p.  IT,  that  it  is 
the  reason  and  fitness  of  actions,  as  founded  in  the  nature  of  things, 
and  as  *  necessarily  connected  with  and  related  to  the  happiness  of 
moral  agents. '  And  he  expresses  himself,  in  many  other  places, 
after  the  same  manner.  And  then  the  meaning  of  his  pnnciple 
must  be  this,  that  nothing  is  to  be  admitted,  as  true  or  obligatory, 
in  matters  of  practice  and  morality,  but  what  is  in  the  nature  of 
things  '  necessarily  connected '  with  our  happiness ;  and  at  that 
rate,  though  a  thing  may  be  of  ^reat  advantage,  and  manifestly 
conducive  to  our  happiness ;  yet,  if  it  be  not  necessarily  connected 
with  it,  it  will  not  be  any  part  of  our  duty.  In  Uke  manner  he  often 
talks  of  the  '  immutable,  eternal  reason  and  fitness  of  things, '  and 
represents  this  as  the  same  thin^  with  what  he  elsewhere  calls  the 
'  moral  reason  and  fitness  of  actions. '  As  if  nothing  could  be  fit 
at  all  but  what  is  unchangeably  fit,  or  fit  at  one  time,  and  in  one 
circumstance,  but  what  is  fit  at  all  times  and  in  all  circumstances. 
And  upon  this  view  of  his  principle  the  design  of  it  is  to  show,  that 
though  a  thing  appears  to  us  to  be  fit  as  the  case  is  circumstanced, 
yet  it  is  not  to  be  done,  nor  can  it  be  the  will  of  God  that  we 
should  do  it,  except  it  can  be  proved  to  have  a  natural,  unchange- 
able, eternal  fitness  in  all  cases,  and  all  circumstances.  But  this 
would  be  both  absurd  in  itself,  as  it  would  exclude  several  particu- 
lars of  our  duty,  several  things  which,  as  they  are  circumstanced, 
would  be  of  considerable  use  and  importance  to  our  happiness;  and 
would  also  be  contrary  to  what  he  himself  elsewhere  acknowledges. 
For  after  having  observed,  that  '  all  wise  states  and  governments 
iiave  ever  found  it  necessary  to  abrogate  and  alter  the  old,  or  to 
enact  new  laws,  according  to  mutable  and  variable  relations  and 
circumstances  of  persons  in  society ; '  he  adds, '  that  this  will  equally 
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hold  goody  when  applied  to  the  laws  of  Ood  himself.  For  what 
God  would  require  at  one  time,  and  in  such  particular  relations  and 
circumstances,  he  would  not  require  at  another  time,  under  other 
relations^  and  quite  different  or  contrary  circumstances. '  See  Mor. 
Phil.  vol.  i.  p.  207. 

But  to  give  this  author  all  possible  advantage,  let  us  suppose  that 
his  principle  is  not  to  be  understood  according  to  the  obvious  mean- 
ing and  propriety  of  the  expressions ;  but,  that,  when  he  talks  of 
the  '  unchangeable  eternal  reason  and  fitness  of  things,  he  intends 
also  to  take  in  those  things  that  are  not  unchangeably  and  eternally 
fit,  but  are  only  so  occasionally,  and  in  such  and  such  circum* 
stances ;  and  that  when  he  speaks  of  a  thing's  being  necessary  to 
our  happiness,  he  does  not  merely  understand  that  which  is  simply 
and  properly  necessary  to  our  happiness^  but  that  which  is  condu- 
cible  to  it.  For  so  I  find  he  expresses  himself,  p.  13,  whei-e  be 
talks  of  the  '  natural  tendency  and  moral  fitness  of  actions  as  con- 
ducible  to  true  happiness. '  Such  is  the  way  of  this  writer,  as  if  a 
thing's  being  '  necessarily  connected  with  our  happiness, '  and  its 
'bein^  conducible  to  our  happiness,*  were  terms  of  the  same  extent 
and  signification.  Though  tne  distinction  between  them  is  very 
obvious,  and  it  is  manifest  that  many  things,  which  are  not  neces- 
sary in  the  nature  of  things,  may  ^et  be  conducible,  and  have  a 
subserviency  to  promote  our  happmess  various  ways.  And  if  we 
take  this  principle  in  this  sense,  tnat  a  thing's  appearing  to  us  to  be 
conducible  to  our  happiness,  is  a  sufficient  and  tne  only  proof  we 
can  have  of  its  being  the  will  of  God  concerning  our  duty,  this 
would  be  to  leave  the  doctrine  of  moi*als  very  loose,  and  on  a  very 
uncertain  foundation.  At  this  rate,  men  are  to  set  up  their  own 
advantage  precisely  as  the  measure  of  their  dutv*  It  is  left  wholly 
to  themselves  whether  and  how  far  they  shall  obey,  viz.  so  &r  only 
as  they  apprehend  a  thing  to  be  for  their  own  benefit,  and  no  farther ; 
and  of  this  every  man  is  to  be  judge  for  himself.  To  put  all  duty 
and  obedience  merely  upon  this  foot  would  eo  a  great  way  to  dis- 
solve all  bands  of  government  human  and  divine ;  especially  con- 
sidering how  most  men  are  governed  in  judging  of  what  is  condu- 
cible to  their  happiness,  by  present  sense  and  appetite.  And  even 
those  that  pretend  to  be  governed  by  cool  reason,  will  be  far  from 
agreeing  how  far  appetite  must  be  indulged  or  restrained,  or  what 
things  are  for  our  good,  or  the  contrary. 

It  appears,  then,  that  this  main  principle  of  our  author's  concern- 
ing the  only  infallible  criterion,  whereby  we  are  to  judge  of  divine 
truth,  as  it  does  not  properly  relate  to  principles  or  doctrines  (which 
yet  it  ought  to  do,  in  order  to  answer  the  end  he  proposes  by  it) 
but  only  to  the  *  moral  fitness  of  actions ; '  so  when  it  is  applied  to 
this  it  is  very  loose,  and  either  will  be  apt  to  lead  persons  astray,  if 
they  have  no  other  rule  to  go  by  in  judging  of  the  will  of  God  con- 
cerning their  duty,  or  will  be  of  very  little  use  and  si^nificancy.  To 
tell  a  man  in  general,  when  he  wants  to  know  what  is  the  will  of 
God  concerning  his  duty,  that  he  must  do  those  things  which  are 
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necessarily  connected  with,  or  which  are  conducible  to,  his  own  hap- 
piness, is  not  to  give  him  any  certain  directions  in  the  knowledge 
of  his  duty ;  since  it  is  evident  that  in  the  present  corrupt  state  of 
mankind,  men,  if  lefl  to  themselves,  are  often  apt  to  be  greatly  mis- 
taken in  judging  of  their  own  happiness,  and  the  things  that 
are  connected  witn  it.  Or  if  we  come  to  the  particulars  of  our 
duty,  it  may  in  many  cases  be  hard  to  convince  a  man  that  what 
is  urged  upon  him  as  his  duty  is  really  necessary  and  conducible  to 
his  happiness;  abstracting  from  all  authority  enjoining  it.  The 
author  of  '  Christianity  as  old  as  the  creation, '  who  bad  also  ad- 
vanced this  principle  of  judging  of  our  duty,  by  what  appears  to  us 
to  befor  ourown  happiness,  in  order  to  put  this  rule  in  practice,  advises 
men  '  so  to  regulate  their  natural  appetites,  as  will  most  conduce  to 
the  exercise  of  their  reason,  the  health  of  their  bodies,  and  the 
pleasure  of  their  senses  taken  and  considered  together,  since  therein 
their  happiness  consists. 

This  IS  the  rule  he  prescribes  for  instructing  mankind  in  general, 
the  meanest,  the  most  illiterate,  not  excepted,  in  their  duty  ;  as  if 
it  were  a  very  easy  thing  for  the  vulgar  to  weigh  and  compare  all 
these,  and  to  form  an  exact  judgment  accordingly.  I  think  I  may 
appeal  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind,  whether  they  could  not 
much  more  easily  and  certainly  find  out  their  duty  and  happiness, 
by  some  plain  revelation  from  Ood,  confirmed  by  his  own  authority, 
determining  the  particulars  of  their  duty,  and  instructing  them 
wherein  true  happiness  doth  consist,  and  which  is  the  best  way  to 
obtain  it,  than  if  they  were  left  to  themselves  to  collect  it,  by 
considering  and  comparing  all  these.  I  shall  now  leave  our  author 
to  make  the  best  he  can  of  his  main  principle,  and  proceed  to  some 
other  things  which  he  seems  to  lay  a  stress  upon,  as  very  certain, 
and  of  very  great  importance. 

When  he  talks,  pp.  5,  6,  of  those  principles  of  his,  which  are 
'  so  clear  and  strong,  that  I  could  not  meddle  with  them,  and 
dared  not  to  contradict  or  argue  against  them  directly;*  one  of 
those  principles,  it  seems,  is  this,  that  *  the  divine  authority  of  any 
person  or  doctrine  cannot  be  proved  from  miracles.'  If  he  had 
said  I  had  not  confuted  this  principle,  or  was  not  able  to  confute  it, 
nobody  would  have  wondered  at  his  saying  so,  because  he  will 
never  allow  that  any  man  ever  did  confute,  or  can  confute  any  one 
principle  he  has  once  advanced.  But  it  was  certainly  wrong  to 
say  I  never  <  meddled  with  it,  and  that  I  durst  not  contradict  or 
argue  against  it  directly,'  when  he  knows  my  first  chapter  was 
designed  on  purpose  a^inst  this  principle,  ana  that  I  there  bend 
myself  to  show  that  miracles  may  be  of'  such  a  nature,  and  so  cir- 
cumstanced, as  to  yield  a  satisfying  proof  of  the  divine  mission  of 
persons,  and  of  the  divine  ori^nal  and  authority  of  doctrines.  And 
whether  he  has  been  able  to  mvalidate  what  I  nave  offered  on  this 
head,  will  appear,  when  I  come  to  consider  what  he  has  advanced 
in  this  book  to  the  ccmtrary. 

Another  of  his  principles,  which  are  too  clear  and  strong  to  be 
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contradictecl,  as  laid  down  in  the  forecited  passage,  p.  6,  is  this^ 
*  That  the  truth,  certainty,  and  importance  of  the  doctrines,  prove 
the  authority  of  the  person  as  divine,  but  not  the  authority  of  the 
person  the  truth  of  the  doctrines.'  This  principle,  which  he  will 
nave  to  be  so  clear  and  strong,  that  nobody  dare  attempt  to  confute 
it,  is  expressed  in  so  confused  and  ambiguous  a  way,  that  it  is  no 
easy  matter  to  understand  it 

What  does  he  mean  by  the  '  authority  of  the  person  as  divine,' 
which  the  '  truth  and  certainty  of  his  doctrines  is  to  prove  Y  Does 
he  mean  that  where  a  person,  professing  to  be  extraordinarily  sent 
of  God,  teacheth  any  doctrines  that  upon  examination  appear  to  be 
true,  and  of  importance  to  mankind,  this  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 

Eroof  that  he  is  indeed  extraordinarily  sent  of  God;  and  that 
ecause  of  the  certainty  and  importance  of  some  doctrines  he 
delivers,  we  may  safely,  upon  his  *  authority  as  divine,'  receive 
otlier  doctrines,  which  may, perhaps,  be  in  themselves  true,  but  which 
do  not  appear  to  us  to  be  certainly  true  by  any  arguments  drawn 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  of  which  we  have  no  other  proof 
but  his  authority  ?  This,  to  be  sure,  he  will  not  allow.  Or,  is  the 
meaning  this,  that  as  far  as  we  can  prove  by  arguments  drawn 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  that  any  of  the  doctrines  that  person 
advanceth  are  true,  and  certain,  and  important,  so  far  we  are  to 
believe  him  in  the  right,  and  that  he  had  an  authority  to  declare 
those  doctrines,  as  every  man  hath  to  speak  truth  ?  And  then  this 
principle,  that  the  ^  truth  and  certainty  of  the  doctrines  proves  the 
authority  of  the  person  as  divine,'  is  to  be  understood  thus,  that 
when  a  person  teacheth  any  doctrine,  which  I  find  by  my  own 
reason  to  be  true  and  important,  and  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God, 
I  am  to  believe  that  in  that  instance  he  speaks  what  is  true  and 
important,  and  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God ;  and  this  I  may 
believe,  and  yet  in  other  instances  think  him  not  to  be  depended 
on  at  all.  And  this  is  a  very  pleasant  way  of  proving  a  person's 
authority  to  be  divine,  since  when  I  have  proved  it,  his  authority  is 
to  pass  for  nothing,  and  I  am  to  believe  nothing  upon  his  authority 
at  all.  For  I  am  to  believe  him  no  further  than  he  can  prove 
what  he  says  to  be  true  from  the  nature  of  the  thing :  which  is  to 
allow  him  no  greater  credit  and  authority,  than  we  are  willing  to 
allow  to  the  greatest  liar ;  that  is,  let  him  prove  what  he  says  to  be 
true,  and  we  will  believe  him.  This  principle  of  our  author's,  therefore, 
as  far  as  I  can  understand  it,  really  amounts  to  tliis,  that  whenever 
I  know  a  man  speaks  truth,  I  must  believe  he  speaks  truth.  A 
very  undoubted  principle,  and  which  tends  very  much  to  the 
instruction  of  mankind,  and  to  enlighten  the  subject  before  us. 
However,  he  may  have  this  satisfaction  in  it,  that  it  is  a  principle 
which  he  may  enjoy  to  himself,  and  in  which  no  mortal  will  *  dare 
to  contradict  him.' 

It  will  be  allowed  that  whatever  we  know  to  be  true,  by  ai^u- 
ments  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  we  must  believe  to  be 
true ;  but  then  the  question  still  remains,  are  we  never  to  receive 
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any  thing  upon  any  authority  at  all  ?  And  as  far  as  I  can  under- 
stand this  writer,  according  to  him,  we  are  never  to  receive  any 
thing  at  all  as  true,  upon  any  authority  whatsoever,  human  or 
divine,  or  upon  any  other  foundation  than  its  own  intrinsic 
evidence.  Indeed,  in  his  former  book,  he  seems  to  allow,  that  the 
authority  of  God  might,  in  some  cases,  be  a  reason  for  believing  a 
thing  though  we  had  no  manner  of  proof  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing ;  as  in  the  case  of  immediate  inspiration.  *  If  God  speaks 
to  me  immediately  and  directly,*  says  he,  '  I  believe  him  upon  his 
own  authority,'  pp.  82,  83,  84.  He  makes  an  appearance  ot  saying 
the  same  thing  in  some  passages  of  his  present  book,  particularly 
p.  44,  where  he  seems  to  allow,  that  in  case  of  immediate  inspi- 
ration, if  God  should  command  any  thing  that  appears  to  be  weak, 
'  unreasonable,  and  unfit  to  mere  human  reason,'  it  must  be  *  done 
on  the  sole  foot  of  his  authority,  abstracted  from  any  prior  reason 
or  fitness  of  things,  as  appearing  to  our  understanding.'  But  it  is 
evident  that  he  cannot  say  this  in  consistency  with  these  principles 
which  he  here  asserts  to  be  '  so  clear  and  strong'  that  they  are  not 
to  be  meddled  with  or  contradicted,  and  which  he  represents  as 
the  main  principles  of  his  book.  For  in  the  place  already  cited, 
viz.  p.  6,  ne  lays  it  down  as  an  undoubted  maxim,  that  ^  truth  is 
prior  in  nature  to  all  authority,  and  therefore  authority  cannot  be 
the  prior  ground  and  reason  of  truth.'  He  has  it  over  again  fre- 
quently in  his  book,  particularly  p.  21,  where,  after  having  said, 
that  '  no  authority,  divine  or  human,  can  prove  itself,'  he  adds, 
*  that  it  is  very  plain  that  truth  is,  in  its  own  nature  and  reason  of 
things,  prior  to  all  authority,  and  therefore  cannot  depend  upon  it, 
or  be  proved  by  it.'  And,  again,  p.  23,  '  what  is  true  in  nature  and 
reason,  as  all  religion  must  be,  cannot  depend  on  any  authority,  since 
truth  is,  in  its  own  nature,  prior  to  all  authority,  and  without  it  no 
authority  can  be  proved.'  From  which  passages  it  is  evident,  that 
his  assertion,  if  it  holds  good  at  all,  will  hold  with  regard  to  all 
authority,  divine  and  human.  '  Truth  is  prior  in  nature  to  all 
authority,  human  or  divine  ;'  from  whence  he  infers,  that,  therefore, 
it  cannot  depend  upon  it,  or  be  proved  by  it.  So  that,  according 
to  him,  no  truth  can  be  proved  by  any  authority  at  all ;  or,  which 
is  the  same  thing,  we  cannot  be  ascertained  of  any  truth 
by  any  authority  at  all,  whether  of  God  or  man;  and,  con- 
sequently, if '  God  should  speak  to  me  immediately  and  directly,' 
I  am  not  to  '  believe  him  upon  his  authority,'  (which  yet  this 
author  allowed  we  ought  to  do)  because  '  truth  is  prior  to  all 
authority.'  This  it  seems,  is  one  of  his  clear  and  strong  principles, 
which  entirely  subverts  his  own  concessions,  and  whicn  I  did  not 
meddle  with  before,  because  I  did  not  understand  it,  nor  had  he 
so  plainly  avowed  it  before  to  be  one  of  the  main  principles  of 
his  Dook. 

But  let  us  now  venture  to  examine  it  '  Truth,'  says  he, '  is  prior 
in  nature  and  reason  to  all  authority.'  If  the  meaning  be,  and  it 
is  the  only  sense  in  which  it  can  be  admitted,  that  a  thing  must 
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be  true  in  itself,  before  any  authority  can  show  it  to  be  so,  this 
will  be  easily  owned  ;  but  it  is  nothing  at  all  to  the  purpose.  For 
the  question  is,  supposing  a  thin^  to  be  really  and  in  itself  true, 
by  what  means  may  we  come  to  know  that  it  is  true ;  and  whether 
authority  may  not,  in  some  cases,  be  a  proper  medium  for  ascer- 
taining us  of  the  truth  of  a  thing,  which  we  could  not  have  known 
to  be  true,  or  not  so  certainly,  but  by  that  authorit]^  or  testimony  ? 
This  is  what  this  writer  seems  to  deny.  And  in  this  he  hath  the 
common  sense  of  mankind  against  him.  It  is  evident,  and  agreed 
to,  by  all  that  have  duly  considered  the  different  ways  of  conveying 
truth  to  the  mind,  that  authority,  or  a  competent  testimony,  is,  in 
many  cases,  of  great  use,  and  a  very  proper  medium  of  assuring  us 
of  the  truth  of  things ;  and,  in  some  cases,  is  the  only  way  we  have 
of  coming  to  a  certainty  about  them«  Our  author  himself  owns  it 
with  regard  to  what  he  calls  '  truth  in  fact,'  see  pp.  1 1,  15.  Though 
I  do  not  see  but  if  his  principle,  as  here  laid  down  by  him,  be  good 
for  any  thing,  it  will  prove,  that  truth  in  fact  cannot  be  proved  by 
authority  any  more  than  any  other  truth.  For  may  it  not  be  said, 
with  regard  to  this  as  well  as  other  truth,  that '  truth  is  prior  in 
nature  to  all  authority  V  that  is,  a  thing  must  be  true  in  fact  before 
any  authority  or  testimony  can  make  or  show  it  to  be  so :  therefore, 
according  to  this  author's  excellent  reasoning,  that  which  is  true 
in  fact  can  never  be  proved  by  any  authority  or  testimony  what- 
soever. It  were  to  be  wished  this  gentleman  would  produce  this 
way  of  argument  to  enlighten  our  courts  of  judicature.  If  any 
witnesses  were  to  be  brought  for  the  proof  oi  any  fact,  let  those 
witnesses  be  ever  so  credible,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  destroy  all, 
to  urge,  with  relation  to  that  fact,  that  if  it  be  true  at  all,  the  truth 
of  it  must  be  '  prior  in  nature  to  their  testimony  or  authority,'  and 
therefore  it  cannot  depend  upon  their  testimony,  or  '  be  proved  by 
it ;  for  no  authority  can  prove  itself.'  It  is  the  truth  and  certainty 
of  the  thing  itself  that  must  prove  the  authority  of  those  persons 
or  witnesses,  and  not  their  authority  or  testimony  the  truth  and 
certainty  of  the  thing.  But,  it  seems,  this  way  oi  talking,  which 
would  be  hissed  at  in  other  matters,  must  pass  for  clear  and  strong 
in  matters  of  religion ;  and  the  persons  tnat  reason  at  this  rate, 
must  be  esteemed  men  of  extraordinary  penetration  above  the  rest 
of  mankind. 

But  since  our  author,  though  in  contradiction  to  his  clear  and 
strong  principles,  seems  willing  to  allow  that,  with  regard  to  '  truth 
in  fact,'  authority  may  be  of  use,  and  we  may  reasonably  depend 
upon  credible  testimony ;  let  us  see  whether  it  is  not  equally  rea- 
sonable for  us  to  receive  some  things  upon  testimony  or  authority, 
at  least  a  divine  one,  in  matters  of  religion. 

And  here  I  shall  consider  what  he  offers  on  this  head  in  his  first 
section,  p.  15,  8cc.  where  he  proposes  distinctly  to  consider  the 
'  nature  of  truth'  and  the  '  grounds  of  its  communicability.'  He 
pretends  there  to  treat  of  this  matter  with  great  accuracy  and 
exactness,  whereas  it  has  been  ^  perplexed  and  confounded  by  the 
systematical  divines.' 
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He  tells  us,  that  *  whatever  is  ti*ue  to  us,  or  true  to  human 
understanding,  must  be  either  scientifically  true,  or  true  in  fact'  It 
is  only  in  regard  to  that  which  is  '  true  in  fact,  or  historical  truth,' 
as  he  calls  it,  p.  18,  that  he  there  allows  any  room  or  use  for 
authority  or  testimony.  As  to  '  scientific  truth/  under  which  he 
comprehends  all  truth,  natural  and  moral,  or  religious,  it  is  only 
^  communicable  by  its  own  evidence  to  the  understanding,^  as  he 
expresseth  it,  p.  11.  And  here  authority  or  testimony,  according 
to  nim,  hath  no  place.  It  is  true  he  also  mentions  a  '  third  set  or 
class  of  communicable  truths,'  viz.  truths  communicable  by  '  inspi- 
ration or  immediate  revelation,'  p.  18,  but  he  mentions  this  only  as 
a  thing  found  out  by  our  spiritual  scholastics  or  systematical 
divines,  and  will  have  it  to  relate  only  to  things  which  are  abso- 
lutely '  beyond  the  investigation,  perception,  or  judgment  of  human 
reason.'  And  it  is  evident  to  any  one  that  has  carefully  read  his 
book,  that  these  are  things  which,  in  his  opinion,  have  nothing 
to  do  with  religion  at  all. 

I  would  observe,  by  the  way,  that  we  may  hence  judge  of  the 
gi'eat  candour  and  consistency  of  this  writer,  who  tells  us,  p.  6, 

*  That  he  has  laid  it  down  as  a  principle  of  reason,  which  he 
endeavoured  to  prove  and  exemplify  throughout  his  book,  that 
natural  and  revealed  religion,  as  to  their  subject  matter,  are  one 
and  the  same;  and  are  distinguished  only  with  regard  to  the  dif- 
ferent method  of  teaching,  or  manner  of  conveyance.'  Here  he 
expresses  himself  as  if  he  really  acknowledged  a  true  and  proper 
revelation  from  Ood,  the  design  of  which  is  to  clear  and  confirm 
the  great  truths  and  duties  of  natural  religion;  and  that  this 
revealed  religion  differs  from  natural  religion  ^  in  the  manner  of  its 
conveyance.'  The  obvious  meaning  of  which  seems  to  be  this,  that 
whereas  the  one  is  communicated  to  the  mind  by  the  exercise  of 
our  own  reason,  in  the  ordinary  natural  use  of  our  faculties ;  the 
other  is  communicated  from  God  in  a  way  of  immediate  inspiration, 
or  what  this  author  himself  calls  supernatural  illumination.  And, 
accordingly,  he  sometimes  speaks  of^the  usefulness  of  revelation  for 
clearing  and  confirming  natural  religion,  see  particulaily  p.  55. 
But  by  comparing  this  with  what  he  here  says,  it  appears,  that  this 
is  only  designed  to  amuse  the  reader,  and  to  make  a  show  of  saying 
a  thing  that  he  does  not  really  believe.  For  when  he  proposes 
distinctly  to  treat  of  the  nature  of  truth,  and  the  means  of  com- 
municating it,  he  treats  inspiration  and  immediate  revelation  as  the 
mere  invention  of  the  school-divines,  and  will  not  allow  it  to  have 
any  place  with  re^rd  to  the  principles  of  natural  religion,  or  moral 
truth,  but  only  with  regard  to  things  above  reason,  that  is,  with 
regard  to  things  which,  according  to  him,  are  of  no  use,  and  have 
nothing  to  do  with  religion  at  all. 

But  let  us  return  to  what  he  offers  concerning  this  scientifical 
truth,  as  he  calls  it,  and  under  which  he  comprehends  all  natural 
and  moral  truth.    The  general  account  he  gives  of  it  is  this,  that  it 

*  depends  upon  the  abstract  nature  and  reason  of  things,  as  eternally, 
necessarily,  and  immutably  the  same.'    And  he  tells  us,  that '  the 
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truths  of  this  class^  or  such  as  are  scientific,  being  eternal  and 
immutable,  as  founded  in  the  necessary  relations  of  things,  in  the 
agreement  or  disagreement  of  their  ideas,  must  appear  to  all 
understandings  alike,  and  always  the  same,  when  once  they  come 
to  be  proposed  in  their  natural  order,  and  perceived  by  the  mind.' 

Now  this  description  which  he  here  gives  of  scientific  truth  will 
only  hold  with  regard  to  some  general  principles  in  natural  philoso- 
phy or  morals  ;  but  there  are  many  other  things,  and  of  considerable 
consequence,  which  cannot  pretend  to  that  degree  of  evidence,  and 
yet  we  have  great  reason  to  think  them  true.  It  is  plain  to  any 
one  that  is  acquainted  with  human  nature,  and  with  the  present 
state  of  the  world  and  of  mankind,  that  by  far  the  greater  part  of 
that  knowledge  which  is  most  useful  to  us  comes,  not  in  a  way  of 
scientifical  evidence  and  certainty,  but  in  a  way  of  probability, 
which  yet  in  many  cases  lises  so  high,  that  we  cannot  reasonably 
withhold  our  assent.  And  to  confine  all  truth  in  naturals  or  morals, 
as  our  author  here  seems  to  do,  to  that  which  is  scientifically  true, 
and  which  must  appear  to  all  understandings  alike,  as  if  nothing  but 
what  is  capable  of  demonstrative  evidence  were  to  be  admitted  in 
reason  or  religion,  is  to  reduce  our  knowledge  to  a  very  narrow 
compass,  and  under  pretence  of  setting  it  on  a  better  foundation,  to 
discard  the  far  greater  part  of  it  as  useless  and  uncertain. 

And  even  with  re^rd  to  things  which,  strictly  speaking,  are 
capable  of  being  absolutely  demonstrated,  authority  may  in  several 
cases  be  of  great  use,  and  may  be  reasonably  depended  on ;  e.  g. 
with  regard  to  the  truths  and  principles  of  the  mathematics  and 
natural  philosophy,  which  he  here  calls  'scientific  natural  truth,''  it 
is  evident  that  in  many  cases  men  may  come  very  reasonably  to  be 
assured  of  the  truth  and  certainty  of  some  of  those  principles  in  a 
way  of  authority.  No  man  would  judge  it  unreasonable  for  a 
person  that  does  not  understand  the  mathematics,  or  not  sufficiently, 
to  believe  a  proposition  that  Sir  Isaac  Newton  has  demonstrated, 
and  which  the  ablest  mathematicians  acknowledge  to  be  so.  As  to 
what  he  calls  'scientific  moral  truth,'  he  describes  it  to  be  that 
which  relates  to  'moral  practice,  and  discovers  to  us  the  necessaiy 
relations  and  qualifications  of  actions,  as  they  are  connected  with 
our  happiness  and  well  being.'  And  how  loose  and  undeterminate 
this  is,  and  what  little  direction  it  gives  in  the  true  knowledge  of 
morals,  hath  been  already  shown.  He  then  goes  on  to  observe  that 
this  moral  truth  comprehends  under  it  the  '  truths  concerning  the 
being  and  perfections  of  God,  and  our  necessary  relations  to  him, 
and  the  necessary  moral  reason  and  fitness  of  the  several  obligations 
towards  God  and  man  arising  from  thence.  And,  as  far  as  I  can 
find,  this  is  the  only  way  he  leaves  even  for  the  bulk  of  all  mankind 
to  attain  to  the  knowledge  of  religion  and  the  whole  of  their  duty. 
They  are  attentively  to  consider  the  natures  and  reasons  of  things ; 
they  are  to  know  the  being  and  perfections  of  God,  and  the  relations 
between  him  and  us ;  they  are  to  know  themselves,  and  the  relations 
they  bear  to  one  another ;  they  are  to  consider  and  compare  these 
several  relations,  and  the  fitnesses  and  obligations  arising  from 
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them;  and  thus  are  to  collect  the  whole  of  religion  and  their  duty, 
every  man  for  himself,  from  the  abstract  nature  and  reason  of  things, 
independently  of  all  authority  whatsoever,  human  or  divine*  but 
certainly  he  must  know  very  little  of  human  nature,  or  the  present 
state  of  mankind,  that  can  persuade  himself  that  the  generality  of 
men  are  fitted  for  such  abstracted  reasoning  and  inquiries.  And 
one  should  think  our  author  should  be  sensible  of  this,  who  finds 
fault  with  those  that  extol  tlie  <  strength  of  human  reason  in  matters 
of  religion  and  morality,  under  the  present  corrupt  and  degenerate 
state  of  mankind;  and  declares  that  the  best  systems  of  morality, 
drawn  up  by  the  greatest  moralists  that  ever  lived,  without  the  lignt 
of  revelation,  were  intermixed  and  blended  with  so  much  supersti- 
tion, and  so  many  gross  absurdities,  as  quite  eluded  and  defeated 
the  main  design  of  them.  Mor.  Phil.  vol.  1.  pp-  154,  165. 

The  author  of '  Christianity  as  old  as  the  (Jreation*  might  consist- 
ently enough  suppose,  that  every  man  is  to  be  left  to  collect  for 
himself  the  whole  of  religion  which  he  is  to  believe  and  practice, 
from  the  reason  and  fitness  of  things,  independently  of  all  revelation 
and  all  authority  whatsoever,  either  divine  or  human ;  because  he 
at  the  same  time  supposed,  that  the  reason  and  fitness  of  things  is 
obvious  to  the  meanest  understanding ;  that  the  whole  of  religion 
and  the  law  of  nature  is  so  clear  to  all  mankind,  even  to  those  that 
cannot  read  in  their  mother-tongue-,  that  they  naturally  understand 
it,  and  cannot  be  mistaken  in  the  principles  and  duties  of  it.  This 
scheme  is  indeed  contraiy  to  evident  fact  and  experience.  But  yet 
it  must  be  owned  to  be  consistent  with  itself.  But  our  author,  as 
far  as  I  can  understand  his  intention,  adopts  his  main  principle, 
and  is  for  sending  every  man  to  the  reason  and  fitness  of  things 
for  finding  out  the  whole  of  religion  and  his  duty ;  and  yet,  at  the 
same  time,  would  be  thought  to  acknowledge  that  in  the  *  present 
corrupt  state  of  mankind  the  law  of  nature  is  not  written  witn  suffi- 
cient strength  and  clearness  on  every  man's  heart,'  as  that  author 
aflirmed ;  and  that  even  Uhe  greatest  moralists  that  ever  lived,'  if 
left  merely  to  themselves  and  their  own  reason,  could  not  furnish  out 
a  right  scheme  of  religion  and  morality.  But  certainly  if  this  be  a 
just  account  of  the  present  state  of  mankind,  it  cannot  reasonably 
be  denied  that  authority,  especially  a  divine  one,  may  be  of  very 
great  use  in  matters  of  religion  and  morality.  Even  with  regard  to 
things  which,  absolutely  speaking,  are  capable  of  strict  demonstra- 
tion, an  extraordinary  revelation  from  God,  assuring  us  of  them  in 
his  name  and  by  his  authority,  may  be  of  great  use  to  the  bulk  of 
mankind,  who  are  not  very  capable  of  following  these  things  through 
a  chain  of  abstracted  reasonings,  especially  considering  now  much 
they  are  generally  under  the  influence  of  corrupt  passions  and  pre- 
judices. Much  more  will  this  hold  with  regard  to  those  things 
which,  though  they  have  nothing  in  them  but  what  is  agreeable  to 
reason,  yet  cannot  be  proved  to  be  necessarily  true  by  arguments 
drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  thing;  of  which  kind  there  are  several 
things  which  it  may  be  very  useful  for  us  to  get  a  certain  inform- 
ation of. 
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Some  things  there  are  which  appear  certain  enough  in  the  general, 
yet  when  we  descend  to  particulars,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  dif- 
ficulty in  them.  Of  this  kind  is  what  the  author  mentions,  'that 
it  is  certain,  since  God  is  the  wise  and  righteous  Governor  of  the 
world,  he  will  reward  good  men  and  punish  the  wicked,  as  reason 
and  justice  require/  This,  he  thinks,  is  a  more  'certain  and  infal- 
lible manifestation  of  God  to  man  than  any  historical  proof  can 
amount  to.'  But  whatever  may  be  said  as  to  the  certainty  of  the 
genei-al  principle,  that  God  will  *  reward  good  men  and  punish  the 
wicked,  as  reason  and  justice  require,'  yet  with  respect  to  the  par- 
ticulars comprehended  under  it,  and  upon  which  the  use  and  appli- 
cation of  that  principle  in  a  great  measure  depends,  e.  g.  how  far, 
in  a  (Consistency  with  his  own  wisdom,  and  justice,  and  purity,  God 
may  think  fit  to  pardon  the  iniquities  we  are  chargeable  with,  and 
to  reward  an  obeaience  attended  with  so  many  failures  and  defects 
as  ours  is  in  our  present  imperfect  state ;  what  kind  of  temper  and 
conduct  it  is  that  will  denominate  persons  righteous  in  his  sight, 
and  what  that  righteousness  comprenends  under  it  that  is  necessary 
to  entitle  us  to  a  future  reward ;  and  who  those  persons  are  that 
shall  be  accounted  wicked,  and  shall  be  thereby  obnoxious  to  future 
punishments ;  and,  finally,  the  nature,  greatness,  and  duration  of 
the  reward  that  shall  be  conferred,  and  the  punishments  that  shall 
be  inflicted.  These  are  things  that  majr  occasion  great  doubts  and 
difficulties  to  a  serious  and  inquisitive  mind.  And  it  cannot  reason- 
ably be  denied,  that  an  extraordinary  revelation,  additional  to  the 
common  light  of  nature  and  reason,  would  be  highly  useful,  in 
which  we  might  have  these  things  explained  and  ascertained  by  an 
express  testimony  from  God. 

Again,  with  respect  to  moral  obligations  resulting  from  the  rela- 
tions between  God  and  us,  and  between  us  and  our  fellow  creatures, 
though  we  may  have  sufficient  evidence  as  to  the  grounds  of  those 
moral  obligations  in  general,  (which  is  all  that  this  author's  argu- 
ings  prove)  yet  we  may  be  greatly  at  a  loss,  if  left  to  ourselves, 
with  regard  to  the  particular  laws  and  duties  comprehended  under 
those  generfil  rules.  There  may  be  duties  that  appear  agreeable  to 
nature  and  reason,  and  the  relations  we  stand  in,  and  which  yet 
cannot  be  proved  by  arguments,  from  the  nature  of  the  thin^,  to  be 
necessarily  obligatory.  There  may  be  such  objections  brought 
against  them,  and  with  some  appearance  of  reason,  as  may  mightily 
weaken  the  force  and  influence  of  them ;  especially  if  appetite  and 
a  little  worldly  interest  be  on  the  other  side.  But  an  express  reve- 
lation from  God,  enforced  by  his  divine  authority,  would  soon  decide 
the  controversy,  and  give  those  laws  and  duties  a  vast  weight,  and 
overrule  the  contrary  pretences.  And  I  may  appeal  to  the  common 
sense  of  mankind,  whether  an  express  revelation  from  God  himself, 
declaring  what  is  his  will,  and  what  it  is  that  he  expects  and 
requires  of  us  with  regard  to  the  particulars  of  our  duty,  would  not 
be  a  vast  advantage,  if  such  a  revelation  can  be  had ;  and  whether 
in  this  case  they  would  not  come  far  more  easily  and  certainly  to 
the  knowledge  of  their  duty,  than  if  they  were  lefl  to  coUect  it, 
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every  man  for  himself,  merely  from  the  abstract  reason  and  fitness 
of  things. 

I  shall  conclude  this  chapter  with  observing,  that  as  this  writei* 
is  for  discarding  all  authority  in  mattei-s  of  religion  and  morality, 
so  he  would  endeavour  to  persuade  us  that  the  gospel  does  so  too. 
That  our  Saviour  and  his  apostles,  especially  St.  Paul,  disclaim  all 
pretence  to  authority,  and  place  the  whole  pfoof  in  the  nature  of 
the  doctrines  they  taught,  which  was  to  make  its  way  to  the  hearts 
and  consciences  of  men  merely  by  its  own  force  and  energy,  pp.  23, 
24,  33,  41,  42.     Our  author  often  affects  to  talk  of  the  intrinsic 
evidence  of  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  and  would  put  it  upon  the 
world,  as  if  he  was  a  better  friend  to  Christianity  who  puts  the  proof 
of  its  doctrines  upon  their  own  internal  immutable  evidence,  than 
others  who  put  tne  proof  upon  a  divine  authority  or  testimony, 
confirmed  by  miracles.     But  the  design  of  all  this,  when  examined 
and  compared  with  other  parts  of  his  scheme,  is  plain  enough.  It  is 
that  no  regard  is  to  be  paid  to  the  authority  of  Christ  as  a  teacher 
sent  from  God ;  nor  are  we  to  believe  any  thing  he  delivers  upon 
his  testimony  as  divine.     The  doctrines  and  laws  of  the  gospel, 
taught  and  delivered  by  Christ  and  his  apostles,  are  on  a  level,  in 
point  of  authority,  with  the  dictates  of  those  philosophers  and 
moralists  that  never   pretended  to  any  extraordinary  revelation. 
And  the  people  are  still  left  to  find  oqt  the  whole  of  religion  and 
their  duty,  from  the  reason  and  fitness  of  things,  as  they  were 
before.     But  this  is  entirely  to  destroy  the  peculiar  use  and  advan- 
tage of  the  gospel-revelation,  which  was,  leaving  all  the  proofs  from 
nature  and  reason,  to  stand  in  their  full  force,  to  assure  men  of  the 
great  important  truths  and  doctrines  of  religion,  and  to  urge  and 
enforce  tne  duties  and  precepts  of  it  upon  them  by  a  divine  author- 
ity and  testimony. 

When  our  Saviour  speaks  of  a  future  judgment,  and  describes 
the  process  of  the  great  day ;  when  he  assures  men  of  his  own 
coming  to  judge  the  world,  and  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead ; 
when  he  makes  the  most  express  promises  and  declarations  of  the 
pardon  of  sins,  the  terms  upon  which  it  is  to  be  obtained,  of  the 
gracious  assistances  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  of  eternal  life  to  be 
conferred  as  the  reward  of  our  sincere  though  imperfect  obedience ; 
when  he  proposes  himself  as  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  urges  the 
most  pure  and  excellent  laws,  and  self-denying  precepts,  &c.  does 
he  urge  these  things  merely  by  reasoning  at  large  upon  them,  after 
the  manner  of  philosophers  and  moralists,  by  arguments  ^rawn 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing?  It  is  evident,  that  he  assures  men 
of  these  things,  and  urges  them  upon  their  own  consciences  in  a  way 
of  divine  authority,  as  one  who  spoke  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  God  himself,  and  who  was  extraordinarily  sent  by  him  to 
instruct  mankind ;  and  to  whose  doctrines  and  laws  they  were 
therefore  obliged  to  pay  an  entire  submission  and  regard.  And  to 
convince  the  world  that  he  was  indeed  sent  of  God,  as  he  professed 
to  be,  he  wrought  the  most  illustrious  mii-acles,  visibly  transcending 
all  human  power,  and  appealed  to  these  miracles  as  the  evident 
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proofs  of  his  divine  authority  and  mission ;  and  at  last  confirmed 
all  by  his  own  resurrection  from  the  dead»  and  ascension  into 
heaven.  And  his  apostles,  who  were  commissioned  by  him  to 
preach  his  gospel  to  all  nations,  and  to  teach  what  he  commanded 
them,  were  also  enabled,  in  his  name  and  in  attestation  of  the  gos- 
pel, to  perform  the  most  wonderful  works,  bearing  all  the  signatures 
of  an  extraordinary  divine  interposition,  for  a  series  of  years 
together.  How  great  soever  the  excellency  of  Christianity  is  in 
itself,  yet  it  is  plain  that  it  was  not  by  the  mere  force  of  its  own 
intrinsic  evidence  that  it  prevailed.  Yea,  as  the  state  of  mankind 
then  was,  sunk  in  ignorance  and  vice,  idolatry  and  superstition,  its 
pure  and  self-denying  precepts,  its  sublime  and  heavemv  doctrines, 
the  spiritual  worship  it  introduced,  in  opposition  to  the  reigning 
admired  superstitions  and  pompous  rites  of  their  ancestors,  and  to 
the  darling  vices,  passions,  and  prejudices  of  mankind,  would  have 
proved  a  great  hindrance  to  men^s  receiving  it  And  he  must 
certainly  know  little  of  mankind,  that  can  suppose  that  such  a 
religion  as  this,  propagated  and  preached  by  a  few  poor  fishermen 
and  a  tent  maker,  and  urged  in  the  name  of  a  person  that  had  been 
ignominiously  crucified  bv  his  o?m  nation,  should  be  able  to  make 
its  way,  and  establish  itself  in  a  wicked,  an  ignorant,  and  idolatrous 
world  merely  by  the  force  of  reason ;  when  it  had  the  power  of  the 
magistrates,  the  interests  and  artifices  of  the  priests,  the  eloquence 
of  the  orators,  the  learning  of  the  philosophers,  the  prejudices  of  the 
vulgar,  the  darling  opinions  ana  passions  of  mankind  engaged 
against  it;  and  had  no  worldly  advantages  on  its  side ;  but  exposed 
its  followers  to  contempt,  obloquy,  and  reproach,  to  the  most  griev- 
ous sufferings  and  persecutions,  and  even  to  death  itself.  That 
which  chiefly  rendered  Christianity  victorious  at  its  first  publication, 
and  made  way  for  its  i-eception  in  the  world,  was  the  manifest 
proofs  of  an  extraordinary  interposition  from  heaven,  and  a  divine 
power  and  authority  attending  it  and  its  fir3t  publishers ;  whereby 
their  hearers  were  convinced  that  they  were  indeed  extraordinarily 
sent  of  Ood,  and  that  Jesus  Christ  was  what  he  professed  himself 
to  be,  the  great  appointed  teacher  and  Saviour  of  mankind,  of  which 
God  had  given  assurance,  as  by  the  many  illustrious  and  super- 
natural works  he  performed,  so  especially  by  raising  hhn  from  the 
dead. 

I  doubt  not  our  author  will  be  ready  to  charge  me  here,  as  he 
has  already  done,  with  '  rejecting  the  internal  rational  evidence  of 
the  doctrines  as  appearing  to  the  understanding,'  p.  51  or  52. 
But  I  am  far  from  rejecting  or  undervaluing  any  internal  rational 
evidence  that  can  be  brought  for  any  of  the  doctrines  of  Christi- 
anity. These  are  left  in  their  full  strength,  and  have  the  addi- 
tional attestation  and  enforcement  of  a  divine  authority  or  testi- 
mony. I  am  persuaded  that  none  of  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel 
can  be  proved  to  be  contrary  to  any  clear  principles  of  right  reason; 
and  that  they  are  all  of  an  excellent  tendency.  But  their  being 
agreeable  to  reason,  or  having  a  good  tendency,  will  not  alone 
prpve  them  to  be  true«    Thus.  e.  g.  when  St.  Paul,  whom  this  an- 
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thor  represents  as  placing  the  whole  stress  not  upon  any  external 
proofs,  but  solely  upon  the  intrinsic  evidence  of  the  doctrines  them- 
selves^ when  he  declares  in  that  excellent  passage,  I  Thess.  iv. 
14—17,  that  those  that  sleep,  or  die  'in  Jesus,  will  God  bring 
with  him;  that  the  Lord  Jesus  will  descend  from  heaven,'  &c. 
and  the  dead  in  Christ  shall  rise  first ;  and  that  those  that  remain, 
and  are  alive,  '  shall  be  caught  up  together  in  the  clouds  to  meet 
the  Lord  in  the  air;  and'so  shall  oe  for  ever  with  the  Lord :'  And 
when  in  the  15th  chapter  of  his  first  epistle  to  the  Cormthians,  he 
gives  such  an  excellent  account  of  tne  resurrection  of  the  dead, 
and  of  the  glorious  change  that  shall  be  made  upon  the  bodies 
of  good  men  at  Christ's  second  coming,  and  that  in  a  moment,  in 
the  twinkUng  of  an  eye  ;  this  must  be  owned  to  be  an  admirable 
doctrine ;  it  has  something  in  it  very  noble,  and  full  of  comfort. 
But  nobody  will  say,  that  there  is  any  proof  of  it  from  the  nature 
of  the  thing  that  makes  it  necessarily  tme.  It  may  pass  for  a  fine 
speculation,  but  cannot  engage  or  determine  the  assent  of  the  mind 
merely  by  its  own  intrinsic  evidence.  But  if  it  comes  confirmed 
by  a  divine  testimony  or  authority,  if  I  consider  it  as  received  by 
extraordinary  revelation  from  God  himself,  then  I  regard  what 
before  I  rnignt  wish  to  be  true,  as  most  certainly  true,  and  to  be 
depended  on  as  such. 

^ut  our  pretended  moral  philosopher  is  for  depriving  us  of  this 
advantage.  He  sometimes  afiects  to  extol  the  great  usefulness  of 
the  Christian  revelation,  for  bringing  men  to  a  certainty,  as  to  se- 
veral things  of  importance,  as  to  which  they  were  uncertain  before. 
But,  at  the  same  time,  he  is  for  utterly  dfepriving  it  of  its  proper 
authority,  as  an  extraordinary  revelation  firom  God.  Whatsoever^ 
therefore,  was  uncertain  to  the  reason  of  mankhid  before  is  so  8till[ 
since  the  testimony  of  this  revelation  can  give  no  additional  weight 
to  it  at  all.  Its  heavenly  doctrines  are  of  no  more  force  than  the 
speculations  of  philosophers.  Its  divine  promises  are  stripped  of 
that  which  gives  them  their  greatest  weight  and  comfort  to  the 
minds  of  good  men,  i.  e.  the  word  and  testimony  of  God  himself. 
Its  glorious  hopes  are  greatly  weakened,  and  amount  to  little  more 
than  some  pleasing  conjectures,  which  may  amuse,  but  cannot 
yield  a  satistying  certainty.  The  force  of  its  divine  laws,  and  its 
powerful  and  amazing  sanctions,  are  in  a  great  measure  defeated, 
and  must  very  much  lose  their  influence  upon  mankind,  when  in- 
stead of  being  regarded,  as  bound  upon  us  by  the  express  autho- 
rity and  testimony  of  God,  they  are  regarded  as  having  no  greater 
authority  than  those  proposed  by  Plato,  or  any  other  philosopher, 
and  which  men  will  be  apt  to  slight,  and  think  themselves  at  liberty 
to  reject,  when  appetite  or  interest  stands  in  the  way.  And  this 
may  help  us  to  juage  what  obligations  the  world  is  under  to  this 
writer,  and  of  what  mighty  benefit  the  scheme  he  proposes  must 
needs  be  to  mankind* 
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CHAPTER  II. 


The  question  conceraiog  the  proper  proofs  of  tmtb,  as  coming  from  God,  stated.  The 
author's  ambiguities  detected.  Our  not  being  able  to  explain  the  particular  manner 
of  extraordinarj  revelation,  or  immediate  inspiration,  no  objection  against  the  reality 
of  it.  Things  originallj  received  in  a  way  of  extraordinary  revelation  from  God, 
capable  of  being  communicated  to  others,  to  whom  the  revelation  was  not  immedi- 
ately made.  Exceptions  against  this  considered  and  obviated.  In  what  sense  mi* 
racles  may  be  proofs  and  evidences  of  the  Divine  authority  of  persons  or  doctrines. 
The  true  notion  of  miracles,  explained.  The  propositions  the  author  lays  down 
relating  to  them,  examined.  His  objections  against  the  proof  of  doctrines  from  mi- 
racles, shown  to  be  vain  and  inconclusive. 

Having  considered  the  general  principles  of  our  author's  boo^^y 
and  which  be  repeats  and  refers  to  on  all  occasions^  and  particu- 
larly his  attempt  to  show  that  no  authority  can  be  of  any  use^ 
or  IS  at  all  to  be  depended  on  in  matters  of  religion;  and  liieivine 
shown  that  a  revelation  by  a  divine  authority  or  testimony,  would 
be  of  g^t  advantage  in  the  present  state  of  mankind ;  it  is  now 
natural  ^  inquire  what  are  the  proper  proofs  whereby  we  may 
come  to  know  that  such  a  revelation  is  really  given,  and  that  it 
may  be  justly  received  as  coming  from  God,  and  as  of  divine 
authority.  For  if  we  have  no  way  of  proving  that  such  an  extra- 
ordinary revelation  was  ever  given,  it  is  the  same  thing  to  us  as  if 
no  such  revelation  had  been  really  ^iven,  since  we  cannot  in  that 
case  depend  upon  its  authority,  either  with  regard  to  the  doc- 
trines to  be  believed,  or  the  duties  to  be  practised.  But  we  are 
just  left  to  ourselves,  as  much  as  if  there  was  no  such  revelation 
at  all.  Acoordingfjr  this  is  the  point  the  moral  philosopher  appeared 
to  me  to  labour  in  his  book ;  and  I  therefore  took  it,  that  the 
question  between  us,  related  to  the  proofs  or  evidences  of  tmth  as 
coming  from  God  in  a  way  of  extraordinary  revelatiom  And  this 
was  what  I  considered  in  my  first  chapter.  But  now  I  am  cor- 
rected by  this  writer  for  supposing  that  in  this  debate,  by  truth  as 
coming  from  God,  is  to  be  understood  that  which  comes  in  a  way 
of  extraordinary  supernatural  revelation.  It  seems  it  might  be  for 
my  purpose  to  understand  it  so,  but  it  is  not  for  his,  see  p.  12, 
that  is,  it  is  not  for  his  purpose  to  keep  close  to  the  point  at  all, 
but  to  be  perpetually  snifting  and  doubling,  and  perplexing  the 
question  by  the  ambiguous  senses  of  the  word  revelation,  and 
truth  as  coming  from  Qod.  By  revelation  he  can  sometimes  seem 
to  understand  what  others  mean  by  it,  that  which  comes  in  an 
extraordinary  supernatural  way ;  and,  at  other  times,  intends  no 
more  by  it  than  any  discovery  of  truth  to  the  human  mind,  though 
it  be  made  in  the  ordinary  and  natural  use  of  men's  own  faculties. 
In  like  manner,  by  truth  as  'coming  from  God,*  it  seems  he  in- 
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tends  any  truth  that  hath  its  original  from  God  in  any  way  what- 
soever. And,  he  supposes,  I  will  not  deny,  that  '  all  truth  is  from 
God  as  the  only  true  original  fountain  and  conveyer  of  it,  p.  44.* 
But  tlien  he  ought  to  consider,  that  in  this  sense,  truth,  '  as  com- 
ing from  Gq^/  cannot  be  the  appropriated  distinguishing  character 
of  what  he  calls  moral  truth,  which,  yet,  he  every  where  supposes ; 
for  he  all  along  mentions  '  moral  or  divine  truth,*  and  truth  as 
coming  from  G^,  as  terms  of  the  same  signification.  But,  accord- 
ing to  that  general  notion  of  truth  as  coming  from  God,  which  he 
advances  in  the  passage  now  mentioned,  mathematical  and  meta- 
physical truth,  all  the  tmths  of  natural  philosophy  may  be  as  pro- 
perly called  divine  truth,  and  be  as  justly  said  to  come  from  God 
as  what  he  calls  moral  truth.  But  the  proper  question  between 
us  is  not  concerning  the  evidences  we  may  have  of  the  truth  of  any 
thing  which  we  know  by  a  natural  and  rational  proof  in  the  ordi- 
nary exercise  of  our  faculties ;  but  it  is  really  this,  whether  there 
can  be  any  proofs  or  evidences  given  of  truths  coming  from  God 
in  a  way  of  extraordinary  supernatural  revelation  ;  and  what  those 
proofs  and  evidences  are. 

*  It  is  pleasant  eoongh  to  hear  this  writer  complaining  of  me  for  using  the  words 
*  Divine  truth,  truth  coming  from  God,  inspiration,  reyelation,  &c.  in  a  loose  declama- 
tory waj,  witboot  ever  affixing  any  clear  determinate  ideas  to  them,'  p.  83.  And  again, 
p.  219,  that  I  use  these  woras  in  a  gpeneral,  loose,  and  undefined  sense.  Whereas 
the  charge  lies  properly  against  himself.  I  take  these  words  in  one  and  the  same 
sense  throughout  my  book,  the  sense  in  which  they  are  commonly  understood  in  this 
controversy,  as  signifying  that  which  comes  from  God  in  an  eztraordinaiy  supernatural 
way.  But  he  uses  these  words  in  a  loose,  gpeneral,  and  indeterminate  sense,  as  taking 
in  aU  truth  whatsoerer,  whether  it  comes  in  a  natural  or  supernatural  way,  in  the  ordi- 
nary exercise  of  our  faculties,  or  by  immediate  iUumination.  And  because,  in  the 
question  between  us,  1  am  not  for  taking  truth  as  coming  from  God  in  the  same  loose 
and  general  sense  that  he  does,  he  thinks  fit  to  represent  me  as  ascribing  nothing  to 
God  at  all,  but  what  is  supernatural  and  extraordinary.  He  very  pertinently  ob- 
serves, p.  82,  that  '  aU  thinn  come  from  God,  evU  as  well  as  good,  punishments 
as  well  as  mercies ;  and  that  all  great  events,  and  all  extraordinary  degrees  of  wisdom 
and  knowledge,  especially  in  spiritual  matters,  may  be  more  especially  ascribed  to  him.' 
And,  as  if  I  denied  all  this,  he  very  gravely  complains,  that  '  it  is  impossible  for  him 
to  please  me  ;  for  he  sees  I  am  resolved  never  to  suffer  him  to  have  any  thing  from 
Gody  but  that  he  hopes  God  will  be  more  merciful  to  him,  if  he  ascribes  every  thing  to 
him,  and  owns  himself  to  be  his  creature,  subject,  and  absolute  dependent.  For  my 
part,  I  will  be  no  hinderance  to  his  pious  resolutions,  and  should  be  yeiy  ^lad  that  he 
gave  the  world  more  oonvincing  proofs  than  he  has  done  in  this  book,  of'^his  ascribing 
any  knowledge  or  abilities  he  has  to  God,  by  employing  them  in  his  service,  and  in 
promoting  the  valuable  interests  of  truth  and  religion.  I  am  very  willing  he  should 
ascribe  every  thing  to  God  but  his  faults,  his  fabehoods,  and  misrepresentations.  These 
T  would  have  him  take  the  credit  and  merit  of  wholly  to  himself.  And  in  this  yery 
passage,  where  he  expresses  himself  so  piously  disposed,  he  does  not  deal  very  fairly 
ny  me.  For  he  would  fain  have  the  reader  believe,  that  I  will  not  aUow  that  any  thing 
can  be  said  to  come  from  God  at  aU,  except  it  comes  in  a  supernatural  way.  And  par- 
ticularly he  observes,  speaking  of  me,  *  This  author  cannot  admit  any  truth  to  be  di- 
vine, or  to  come  from  God,  unless  it  comes  from  him  immediately  by  inspiration  or 
revelation,'  p.  83,  that  is,  because  I  sa^,  the  proper  question  between  him  and  me,  is 
not  about  that  which  comes  from  God  in  a  natund  way,  and  in  the  ordinary  use  of  our 
£M}ulties,  but  about  that  which  comes  in  a  way  of  supernatural  extraordinary  revelation, 
therefore  I  acknowledge  no  truth  at  all  to  come  from  God  in  a  natural  way.  This  is 
our  author's  exceUent  reasoning,  and  his  candid  way  of  representing  the  sense  of  his 
adversaries.  Though  it  must  be  owned,  be  is  a  little  kinder  to  me,  p.  44,  where  he 
allows,  that  I  neyer  have  denied,  and  he  supposes,  '  I  never  will,  that  all  truth  is  from 
God^  as  the  only  true  original  fountain  and  conveyer  of  it.' 
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And,  \\ith  regard  to  this,  I  proposed  two  questions  to  be  distinctly 
considered.  The  one  is,  whether  those,  to  whom  the  original  revelation 
is  immediately  made,  may  have  a  sufficient  certainty  that  what  they  re- 
ceive by  immediate  inspiration  is,  indeed,  arevelation  from  God.  The 
other  is,  whether  other  persons,  besides  those  to  whom  the  original  re- 
velation was  made,  may  have  a  sufficient  ground  of  reasonable  assur- 
rance,  that  what  those  persons  published  to  the  world,  as  by  reve- 
latiou  from  God,  is  indeed  a  revelation  from  God,  and  is,  there- 
fore, to  be  received  and  submitted  to  as  such.  Our  moral  philo- 
sopher owns,  that  these  are  ^two  very  important  questions,'  and  he 
{promises  *  to  attend  to  my  reasonings  upon  them  the  more  care- 
ully,  because  the  whole  controversy  between  him  and  me,  must, 
in  a  manner,  depend  upon  it,  p.  14.  With  regard  to  the  first 
question,  I  laid  it  down  as  a  proposition  that  cannot  reasonably 
be  denied,  '  that  God  can  communicate  the  knowledge  of  thin^, 
by  immediate  revelation  or  inspiration,  in  such  a  manner,  that  tne 
person  or  persons,  to  whom  such  a  revelation  is  immediately  made, 
may  be  certain  that  it  is,  indeed,  a  revelation  from  God.'  This  I 
endeavoured  to  prove  aiid  illustrate,  p.  7,  &c  Nor  does  our  au»- 
thor  himself  pretend  to  deny  it.  He  says  he  agrees  with  me, '  that 
God  may  immediately  and  directly,  if  he  pleases,  communicate  his 
mind  and  will,  concerning  our  duty  and  happiness,  to  any  man  or 
number  of  men,  and  enable  them  to  communicate  the  same  to 
others  upon  sufficient  grounds  of  belief,'  p.  15.  And,  elsewhere, 
he  says,  the  question  between  him  and  me  is  not,  '  whether  God 
may  reveal  or  discover  truth  to  the  mind  in  a  vv^y  superior  to  what 
is  common  and  natural ;  for  this  he  allows,'  p.  44.  He  grants  that 
*  Gcd  may  communicate  and  convey  spiritual  and  divine  truth, 
either  mediately  or  immediately,  as  be  thinks  fit ;  either  by  the 
superior  strength  and  extent  of  men's  own  natural  faculties,  or  by 
any  more  immediate  supernatural  illumination,'  pp.  25,  45.  From 
these  and  other  passages  that  might  be  mentioned  both  in  his 
former  book  and  m  this,  it  appears,  that  he  himself  allows,  that 
immediate  inspiration,  or  supernatural  illumination,  is  one  way  by 
which  God  can  communicate  his  will  concerning  truth  and  duty 
to  the  human  mind  ;  and,  no  doubt,  he  would  cry  out  upon  me  as 
egre^ously  misrepresenting  him,  if  I  accused  him  as  denying  this, 
^d  if  it  be,  as  he  himself  expresses  it,  supernatural,  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  we  should  be  able  distinctljr  to  explain  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  communicated.  And  yet  this  gentleman  is  pleased 
frequently  to  urge  it  as  a  mighty  objection,  that  I  do  not  explain 
the  manner  of  this  inspiration.  He  charges  me  with  '  talking  of 
inspiration  absolutely  in  the  dark,'  and  tnat  'I  no  more  convey 
any  idea  of  it  than  one  could  to  a  blind  man  of  light  and  colours,' 
p.  82.  And  that  '  I  cannot  tell  what  I  mean  by  any  such  super- 
natural or  superrational  light,'  p.  227.  But  if  he  be  sincere  in  the 
acknowledgments  he  makes,  that  God  may,  if  he  thinks  fit,  com- 
municate his  will  to  the  mind,  by  'immediate  inspiration  or  super- 
natural illumination,  he  must  also  acknowledge  tnat  it  is  no  objec-> 
tion  i^gainst  the  reality  of  it,  that  we  are  not  able  distinctly  to  ex- 
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Elain,  or  account  for  the  way  in  which  he  doth  it.  He  cannot  but 
e  sensible,  if  he  hath  carried  his  inquiries  in  these  matters  as  far 
as  he  would  be  thought  to  have  done,  that  we  are  very  little  able  to 
explain  the  operations  of  our  own  minds,  or  in  what  manner  ideas 
and  notions  are  impressed  and  produced  there,  even  in  the  natural 
way.  And  if  no  more  of  these  things  must  be  accounted  certain 
than  we  can  distinctly  explain  the  manner  how  they  are  done,  we 
must  be  uncertain  of  our  own  sensations.  If,  therefore,  there  can 
be  any  satisfying  evidence,  that  Ood  doth  communicate  himself  to 
the  mind  in  a  way  of  immediate  inspiration,  or  supernatural  revela- 
tion, this  is  sufficient,  whether  we  can  explain  the  manner  of  it  or 
no.  And  of  this  the  person,  immediately  thus  inspired  or  illumi- 
nated, may  have  an  absolute  certainty,  as  I  have  shown  in  my 
former  book,  pp.  7,  8.  Nor  does  the  author  himself  pretend 
to  contest  it.  And  this  is  all  that  properly  belongs  to  tne  first 
question  proposed  ;  for  what  assurance  others  may  have  concern* 
ing  it,  will  come  to  be  considered  afterwards. 

But  here  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  this  writer,  after 
having  granted,  pp.  13,  14,  that  '  God  may  communicate  his  will 
concerning  our  auty  and  happiness,  immediately  and  directly,  if 
he  thinks  fit,'  viz.  as  he  elsewnere  expresses  it,  by  '  immediate  inspi- 
ration, or  supernatural  illumination ;'  yet  when  he  comes,  p.  18, 
to  treat  of  inspiration,  or  immediate  revelation,  as  a  way  of  com- 
municating truth  distinct  from  the  natural  way,  he  represents  it 
as  the  invention  of  our  spiritual  scholastics,  or  systematical  di- 
vines. And  there  are  two  things  he  observes  concerning  it  First, 
that  it  extends  only  to  thin^  which,  as  he  expresses  it,  are  ^  above 
and  beyond  the  investigation,  search,  perception,  or  judgment  of 
natural  reason.'  And  secondly,  that  the  plersons  that  have  any 
such  things  communicated  to  them,  by  immediate  inspiration  or 
revelation,  cannot  possibly  communicate  them  to  others ;  nor  can 
any  man  understand  them  without  a  personal  inspiration,  or  su- 
pernatural iUumination. 

With  regard  to  the  first  of  these,  he  plainly  abuses  those  he 
calls  the  systematical  divines,  when  he  represents  them  as  con- 
fining inspiration  or  immediate  revelation  wholly  to  things  which 
are  absolutely  beyond  the  investigation  or  perception  of  human 
reason.  For,  as  I  have  already  observed,  all  that  hold  the  Scrip- 
tures to  be  written  by  inspiration  of  God,  do  and  must  maintain, 
that  that  revelation  extends  to  the  great  principles  and  duties  of 
natural  religion,  as  there  farther  established  ana  confirmed.  And 
that  this  is  one  great  use  and  advantage  of  divine  revelation,  that 
it  gives  us  a  clearer  and  more  satisfying  knowledge  and  certainty 
even  of  those  things,  which,  absolutely  speaking,  are  discoverable 
by  human  reason.  It  will,  indeed,  be  easily  granted  that  this  reve- 
lation doth  also  extend  to  things  which  we  could  not  have  disco- 
vered by  human  reason,  if  they  had  not  been  thus  extraordinarily 
revealed:  but  when  once  they  are  thus  revealed,  they  are  as  capable 
of  being  communicated  as  any  other  truths.  Propositions,  relating 
to  them,  may  be  communicated  in  word  or  writing,  and  may  be 
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understood  by  us,  as  far  as  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  understand 
them,  as  well  as  any  other  propositions.  Nor  would  it  alter  the 
case,  though  the  subject,  to  which  those  propositions  relate,  taken 
in  its  full  extent,  may  exceed  our  comprehension ;  for,  notwith- 
standing this,  those  propositions  may  be  both  intelligible  and  use- 
ful. So  it  is  with  regard  even  to  some  of  the  principles  in  natural 
religion ;  e.  gr.  those  relating  to  the  divine  eternity,  immensity. 
Sec.  There  may  be  propositions  relating  to  those  things  which 
mav  be  of  considerable  use,  and  are  capable  of  being  understood 
and  communicated,  though  the  subject  in  its  full  extent,  is  be- 
yond the  reach  of  our  faculties,  and  may  be  attended  with  diflS- 
culties  which  we  are  not  able  to  explain. 

But  let  us  see  what  this  writer  offers  to  show  that  these  things 
cannot  be  communicated.  He  begins  with  telling  us,  that  besides 
^  scientific  truth,  and  truth  in  ract,  our  spiritual  scholastics,  or 
systematical  divines,  have  found  out  a  third  class  or  set  of  commu- 
nicable truths,  which  are  neither  scientific  nor  historical,  and  which 
cannot  be  derived  either  from  our  i*eason  or  senses ;  and  this  they 
call  inspiration  or  immediate  revelation,'  p.  18.  But  here  he 
expresses  himself  with  great  impropriety,  and  ought  not  to  put  this, 
which  is  his  own  blunder,  upon  the  scholastic  divines  and  syste- 
matical men.  None  of  them  ever  said,  that  this  '  set  of  trums  is 
inspiration,  or  immediate  revelation  ;*  but  that  these  truths  came 
originally  by  inspiration,  or  immediate  revelation.  He  then  goes  on 
to  observe,  that '  some  have  asserted  the  necessity  of  a  personal 
immediate  inspiration,  or  supernatural  spiritual  illumination  of  every 
man,  in  order  to  perceive  and  judge  of  these  doctrines  and  trutfais 
of  immediate  revelation.'  And  these,  he  says,  ^  have  been  consistent 
with  themselves,  and  proceeded  upon  the  only  supposition,  that 
can  render  their  principles  so  much  as  intelligible,'  p.  19.  He 
acknowledges,  that  others,  who  would  seem  more  rational,  say, 
*  that  though  the  doctrines  and  truths  of  pure  revelation  could  not 
have  been  known  at  first,  but  by  an  immediate  inspiration  or  reve- 
lation from  Qod ;  yet,  when  once  they  are  thus  discovered  and 
made  known,  the  common  reason  of  man  may  so  far  perceive  and 

t'udge  of  them,  as  to  have  sufficient  grounds  for  receiving  and 
>eUeving  them,  as  coming  from  Qod,  and  depending  on  divine 
authority,'  p.  20.  *  This,' he  owns,  'may  look  plausible,  and  is  the 
common  way  of  getting  ofi*;'  but  he  pronounces,  that  these  *  com- 
pounding gentlemen,'  as  he  calls  them,  '  have  been  most  of  all 
mistaken,  and,  by  halving  and  mincing  the  matter,  have  left  them- 
selves no  solid  ground  or  footing  at  all,'  p.  20.  This  is  dictated 
with  a  very  decisive  air,  after  our  author's  manner.  But  let  us  see 
how  he  proves  it.  He  asks, '  what  this  supposed  divine  authority, 
by  which  we  must  judge  of  the  will  of  Qod  concerning  our  duty, 
is  founded  upon  ?'  I  answer,  that  the  divine  authority  of  doctrines 
and  laws,  supposed  to  have  been  originally  communicated  by 
immediate  inspiration  or  extraordinary  revelation  from  Qod,  1  say, 
their  authority,  with  regard  to  us,  is  founded  on  the  proofs  we 
have,  that  the  persons,  by  whom  they  were  first  published,  were 
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indeed  extraordinarily  sent  of  God,  and  had  them  by  revelation 
from  God  himself;  and  if  proofs  are  given  sufficient  to  produce  a 
reasonable  assurance  of  this,  which  will  come  to  be  considered 
under  the  second  question,  then  we  may,  upon  good  grounds, 
receive  those  doctrines  and  laws  as  the  doctrines  and  laws  of  God, 
or  as  doctrines  and  laws  that  came  originally  by  extraordinary 
revelation  from  him ;  and,  consequently,  must  receive  them  as  of 
divine  authority.  The  author,  next,  has  recourse  to  his  great  prin- 
ciple, that  it  is  plain,  that '  truth,  in  its  own  nature  and  the  reason 
or  things,  is  prior  to  all  authority ;  and,  therefore,  cannot  depend 
upon  it,  or  be  proved  by  it,'  p.  20.  And  he  has  this  over  agam  in 
the  next  page.  But  the  absurdity  of  this  hath  been  sufficiently 
shown.  And,  if  this  principle  were  just,  it  would  prove,  that  even 
immediate  personal  inspiration  can  give  no  more  assurance,  in 
point  of  authority,  than  if  it  came  in  any  other  way ;  which,  yet, 
this  writer  seems  here  to  allow. 

There  is  another  argument  he  offers  to  show,  that  the  doctrines, 
had  originally  by  immediate  revelation,  cannot  be  communicated. 
*  It  is  certain/  says  he, '  that  inspiration  or  revelation  cannot  be  the 
object  of  our  senses,  since  no  man  has  seen  God  at  any  time,  or 
heard  his  voice ;  and  it  is  allowed  not  to  be  a  matter  of  science,  or 
communicable  by  any  natural  relation  and  rational  connexion  of 
ideas,  as  this  would  make  a  part  of  natural  religion ;  and,  therefore, 
cannot  be  known  or  communicated  at  all,  but  by  a  personal  inspi- 
ration or  supernatural  illumination.'  And  then  he  adds,  that  the 
'certainty  or  communicability  of  immediate  inspiration,  or  revelation 
above  reason,  could  never  have  been  thought  of,  or  found  out,  but 
by  great  necessity,  the  mother  of  invention,'  pp.  21,  22.  But,  here 
again,  he  confounds,  as  he  had  done  in  his  entering  on  this  argu- 
ment, p.  18,  '  personal  inspiration,  or  immediate  revelation,'  with 
the  truths,  the  doctrines,  and  laws,  that  came  originally  by  inspi- 
ration ;  and  upon  this  blunder  of  his  own  the  force  of  his  ailment 
depends.  But  though  the  original,  immediate,  personal  inspiration 
itself  is  not  communicable,  as  being  a  personal  tning,  yet  the  truths 
or  doctrines,  that  came  originally  by  inspiration,  are  communi- 
cable, if  those  doctrines  can  be  expressed  in  human  language,  or 
conveyed  by  word  or  writing.  And  such  are  the  doctrines  and  laws 
contained  in  the  Scriptures,  which  are  actually  transmitted  to  us  in 
writing.  And  as  to  any  truths,  that  cannot  oe  expressed  in  word 
or  writing,  we  shall  have  no  controversy  with  him  about  them. 
And  if  the  person  that  had  those  doctrines  and  laws,  by  immediate 
inspiration  or  revelation  from  God,  can  communicate  them  to  others 
by  word  or  writing,  and,  at  the  same  time,  those,  to  whom  they  are 
communicated,  may  have  sufficient  proofs,  that  the  persons,  by 
whom  they  were  originally  delivered  to  the  world,  had  them  by 
inspiration  or  revelation  from  God,  this  lays  a  just  and  sufficient 
foundation  for  believing  those  doctrines,  and  submitting  to  those 
laws,  as  of  divine  authority. 

This,  therefore,  leads  to  the  second  question,  with  regard  to 
which  I  had  laid  down  this  proposition,  '  That  there  may  be  such 
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pix>ors  and  evidences  given,  that  persons  professing  to  have  received 
doctrines  and  laws  by  revelation  from  God,  for  the  use  of  mankind, 
were,  indeed,  sent  and  inspired  by  him,  and  did  receive  them  by 
revelation  from  him :  such  proofe  and  evidences  as  make  it  rea- 
sonable for  those  to  whom  they  are  made  known,  to  receive  such 
laws  and  doctrines  as  of  divine  authority.'  And  here  I  particularly 
observed,  that  miracles  may  be  so  circumstanced  as  to  be  sufficient 
proofs  of  the  divine  mission  of  those  persons,  and  of  the  certainty 
and  divine  original  of  those  doctrines  in  attestation  of  which  they 
were  wrought.  This  is  what  our  author  proposes  to  consider,  from 
p.  25  to  the  end  of  his  first  section.  But  before  I  come  directly  to 
examine  what  he  offers,  I  shall  state  the  point  in  what  sense  I 
make  miracles  to  be  the  proofs  or  evidences  of  the  divine  authority 
of  persons  or  doctrines ;  because  this  writer  seems  greatly  to  have 
mistaken  or  misrepresented  it  He  saith^  speaking  of  me,  p.  30, 
*  This  author  grounds  the  whole  of  revealed  religion  upon  the  evi- 
dence of  miracles,  as  a  proof  of  divine  authority,  abstracted  from, 
or  independent  of  any  reason  or  fitness  of  things,  as  appearing  to 
the  understanding  by  a  rational  connexion  of  ideas.  This  is  plainly 
the  author's  grand  principle,  and  what  he  has  made  himself  ac- 
countable for ;  or,  otherwise,  he  would  not  contradict  me.'  And  he 
all  along  represents  it,  as  if,  because  I  made  miracles  proper  proofs 
of  divine  revelation,  therefore  I  entirely  renounced  all  consideration 
of  the  reasonableness  and  fitness  of  the  thing  itself,  and  could  not 
consistently  ever  urge  this  at  all,  as  of  any  use  or  weight  in  judging 
of  a  divine  rev'elation,  or  inquiring  into  its  evidence.  And,  accord- 
ingly, because  in  my  second  chapter  I  ofier  several  considerations 
to  show  the  *  intrinsic  wisdom,  goodness,  and  rational  design  of 
the  law  of  Moses,  and  the  fitness  of  the  ritual  and  ceremonial  part 
of  that  policy  to  the  circumstances  of  that  people,'  he  represents 
this  as  '  entirely  overthrowing  and  giving  up  the  argument  of  my 
first  chapter,  concerning  divme  authority,  as  proved  by  miracles, 
beine  the  only  proper  and  genuine  evidences  of  divine  truth,  or  a 
revelation  from  God,'  p.  54.  But  this  is  far  from  being  a  just 
representation  of  my  sentiments. 

In  the  passage,  cited  by  this  author,  I  observed  that  *  the  reason- 
ableness of  a  doctrine  or  law  will  never  alone  prove,  that  the  man 
who  teacheth  that  doctrine,  or  brinffeth  that  law,  had  it  by  imme- 
diate revelation  from  God.'  See  *  Divine  Authority,'  p.  47,  where 
it  is  plain,  that  I  do  not  say,  that  the  reasonableness  of  the 
doctrines  and  laws  must  not  be  considered  at  all,  or  that  it  is  of  no 
use  to  consider  it ;  but  that  such  reasonableness  will  never  alone 

Erove  that  the  man  who  teacheth  that  doctrine  or  bringeth  that  law 
ad  it  by  immediate  extraordinary  revelation  from  God.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  case  there  put,  I  make  a  supposition  of  a  person's 
professing  to  have  received  doctrines  and  laws  by  revelation  from 
God,  &c.  and  mention,  among  other  things,  the  apparent  probity, 
and  sincerity  of  the  person's  own  conduct,  and  the  good  tendency 
of  the  doctrines  and  laws  he  teacheth ;  and  add,  Uiat  *  this  may 
form  a  strong  prejudice  in  his  favour,  but  doth  not  alone  prove  that 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


OBJECTIONS   ANSWKRED.  383 

he  received  those  doctrines  and  laws  by  revelation  (that  is,  by 
extraordinary  supernatural  revelation)  from  God  himself.'  See 
*  Divine  Authority/  p.  16.    And  again,  in  p.  41,  in  mentioning  the 

founds  upon  vi^hich  religion  may  be  received  as  of  divine  authority, 
suppose  these  grounds  were,  *  besides  the  good  tendency  of  its 
doctrines  and  laws,  the  illustrious  miraculous  attestations  whereby 
it  was  confirmed.' 

From  these  passages  it  is  evident,  that  though  I  deny  that  the 
reasonableness  of  doctrines  and  laws  will  alone  prove  that  the  man 
that  bringeth  those  doctrines  had  them  l^  immediate  extraordinary 
revelation,  yet  I  do  not  deny  but  that  it  may  be  very  useful  to 
consider  the  reasonableness  and  good  tendency  of  those  doctrines 
and  laws ;  and  this  may  be  of  gieat  weight  to  give  the  proof  from 
miracles  a  ^eater  force,  and  set  them  in  a  stronger  light*  For 
when  there  is  a  body  of  doctrines  or  laws  published  to  the  world, 
by  persons  professing  to  be  exti*aordinariIy  sent  of  God,  the  main 
design  of  which  is  to  promote  the  practice  of  true  piety  and  virtue ; 
and  they  are  enabled,  in  confirmation  of  it,  to  perform  the  most 
glorious  miracles,  visibly  transcending  all  human  power;  this  good 
tendency  of  those  doctrmes  and  laws  furnishes  a  strong  additional 
proof  that  those  miracles  could  not  be  wrought  by  evil  beings ; 
and,  consequently,  if  they  are  above  all  the  power  of  man,  must  be 
wrought  by  the  immediate  power  of  God  himself;  or  by  good 
beings  superior  to  man^  acting  according  to  his  direction,  and 
must,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  yielding  a  divine  attestation  to  the 
certainty  and  divine  original  of  those  doctrines  and  laws.  And 
such  a  divine  attestation  or  authority  wojuld  (as  I  hnve  already 
shown)  be  of  very  great  advantage  to  give  men  a  more  satisfying 
assurance  even  of  those  things,  vvnich,  however  agreeable  to  right 
reason,  are  encumbered  with  much  darkness  and  prejudice  in  the 
present  state  of  mankind,  and  would  give  a  mighty  force  and 
efficacy  to  laws,  which,  however  good  in  themselves,  might  appear 
contrary  to  our  inclinations  and  appetites,  and  liable  to  objections. 
Nor  would  it  at  all  diminish  the  force  of  the  proof  given  by  miracles 
to  that  revelation,  if,  among  those  laws,  there  should  be  some  of  a 
positive  nature;  and,  among  the  doctrines  there  taught,  there 
should  be  some  relating  to  things,  which,  depending  on  the  free 
counsels  of  God,  we  could  not  have  known  or  discovered,  if  they 
had  not  been  thus  revealed  to  us  !  though,  when  they  are  revealea, 
they  are  also  of  a  good  tendency,  and  may  be  very  useful  to  us. 
For  some  things  ot  this  kind  may  justly  be  expected  in  a  revelation 
from  God  to  mankind  ;  and  when  confirmed  by  a  divine  attestation, 
may  very  properly  be  received  upon  that  authority;  though, 
without  it,  we  could  not  have  necessarily  proved  them  to  be  true 
and  divine,  by  arguments  drawn  from  the  nature  and  reason 
of  the  thing. 

Having  offered  this  to  obviate  the  author's  misrepresentations, 

*  Accordindy  I  actually  make  tbis  use  of  it  in  tlic  case  of  tlie  Christiaii  revelation. 
See  *  Divine  Authoritj,'  etc.  p.  15, 
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and  to  state  the  design  of  the  present  question ,  I  shall  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  attempt  he  makes  to  show,  that  miracles  can^  in  no 
case,  be  sufficient  proofs  of  the  extraordinary  divine  mission  of  any 
person,  or  of  the  certainty  and  divine  original  of  any  doctrines. 

And  here  I  had  observed ,  that  the  question  doth  not  properly 
proceed  *  concerning  all  miracles  in  general,  whether  all  kinds  of 
miracles  are  proofs  of  doctrines  as  coming  from  Qod  ;  but  whether 
miracles  may  not  be  of  such  a  nature,  and  so  circumstanced  for 
number,  grandeur,  and  continuance,  as  to  }rield  a  sufficient  attes- 
tation to  the  divine  mission  of  the  persons,  in  favour  of  whom, 
and  to  the  divine  original  of  the  doctrines,  in  confirmation  of 
which  they  are  wrought ;  and,  particularly,  whether  the  miracles, 
wrought  in  confirmation  of  the  Mosaic  and  Christian  dispensations, 
were  not  such. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  invalidate  this,  he  ought  to  prove,  either 
that  no  miracles  can  at  all  in  any  case  be  of  such  a  nature,  and 
so  circumstanced,  as  to  yield  a  sufficient  attestation  to  the  divine 
mission  of  persons,  or  to  the  certainty  and  divine  original  of  doc- 
trines and  laws ;  or  he  ou^ht  to  show,  that  the  mirades,  wrought 
in  attestation  of  the  Mosaic  and  Christian  dispensations,  were  not 
such.  And,  accordingly,  he  has  made  some  attempt  as  to 
both  these. 

With  regard  to  the  general  question  he  hath  said  veiy  little  but 
what  is  sufficiently  obviated,  either  in  my  former  book,  or  in 
Mr.  Chapman's  learned  performance,  who  hath  considered  the 
question  about  miracles  very  fully ;  though  this  writer,  according 
to  his  laudable  manner,  pretends  to  answer  it  without  almost  taking 
any  notice  of  what  he  hath  advanced. 

He  observes,  p.  49,  that  I  ought  to  have  given  some  certain  no- 
tion or  idea,  or  other,  of  a  miracle ;  at  least,  as  the  matter  stands 
in  my  apprehension. '  Mr.  Chapman  has  given  a  definition  of  a  mi- 
racle, but  neither  does  this  satisfy  him ;  for  he  declares  Lett,  to  Eu- 
sebius,  p.  29,  30.  That  after  all  the  pains  Eusebius  has  taken,  about 
the  definition  of  a  miracle,  he  is  still  as  much  at  a  loss  as  ever  how 
to  judge  of  a  miracle;  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  we  do  not  so  much 
want  the  definition  of  a  miracle,  as  some  certain  rule  or  criterion  of 
judgment  concerning  it.  Thus  1  find  it  is  a  very  hard  thin^  to  con- 
tent this  vnriter,  whether  with  a  definition  of  a  miracle  or  without  it. 
But  though  I  did  not  give  a  formal  definition  of  a  miracle,  yet,  I 
think,  I  have  said  enough  to  give  a  certain  idea  of  what  I  under- 
stand by  miracles  in  this  controversy. 

It  appears  firom  the  account  I  give  of  miracles  in  my  first  book, 
pp.  10,  11,  that  I  supposed  the  Allowing  conditions  to  concur  in 
them,  which,  when  they  all  concur,  yield  a  sufficient  and  convincing 
attestation  to  the  divine  mission  of  persons,  and  authority  of 
doctrines. 

1st  That  they  must  be  works  of  such  ^a  nature  as  manifestly 
and  undeniably  transcend  all  the  power  and  skill  of  any  man,  or  all 
the  men  upon  earth  ;  and,  therefore,  evidently  argue  a  supernatural 
interposition.    For  though  we  do  not  know  4ne  utmost  power  of  all 
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other  beings,  yet  many  instances  may  be  supposed,  in  which  we  may 
safely  pronounce,  that  such  or  such  effects  are  above  all  the  skill  or 
power  of  man  ;  and  that,  therefore,  they  must  be  necessarily  owing 
to  the  interposition  of  a  superior  agent  or  agents. 

2dly.  It  carries  this  still  higher,  if  it  be  supposed  that  they  are 
such  '  amazing  and  extraordinary  acts  of  power  and  dominion,  as 
naturally,  ana  almost  unavoidably,  lead  us  to  regard  them  as  pro- 
ceeding from  the  supreme  Lord  and  Governor  of  mankind. '  For 
whatever  we  may  suppose  the  power  of  any  inferior  created  beings 
to  be,  yet  since  they  are  all  under  his  sovereign  control,  since  he, 
and  he  alone,  is  the  Governor  as  he  was  the  Maker  of  the  world, 
and  since  it  is  of  high  importance  to  mankind  that  he  should  main- 
tain a  visible  character  of  dignity  and  supeiiority  in  his  works, 
above  the  competition  of  all  other  beings  whatsoever,  it  may  rea- 
sonably he  supposed,  that  there  are  some  works  which  God  reserves 
in  his  own  hands,  or  which  he  will  never  suffer  to  be  done,  but  un- 
der his  especial  direction  and  influence ;  at  least,  never  by  any  evil 
beings,  engaged  in  an  opposition  to  the  interests  of  his  kingdom. 
Instances  of  this  kind  are  mentioned  by  Mr.  Chapman.  See  Euseb. 
pp.  96,  116.  And  such,  manifestly,  are  several  of  the  miracles,  re- 
corded to  have  been  wrought  by  Moses  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
which  carry  such  glorious  indications  of  a  divine  power  and  domi* 
niou,  that  it  is  scarce  possible  to  help  regarding  tnem,  as  done  by 
the  Lord  of  nature,  and  under  his  own  direction  and  special  in- 
fluence. 

3dly.  It  adds  great  force  to  this,  if  there  be  a  succession  or  *  con- 
currence of  many  such  amazing  and  extraordinary  acts  of  power 
and  dominion, '  and  that  for  a  series  of  years  together,  all  mani^ 
fesdy  tending  to  the  same  end.  For  if  such  things  were  done 
*  merely  in  a  single  instance  or  two,  let  the  fact  be  ever  so  extra- 
ordinary, and  above  all  the  power  of  man,  yet  it  might  be  suspect- 
ed that  it  was  only  some  strange  thin^  that  had  happened, '  from 
which  nothing  could  be  certainly  concluded.  And  such  also  were 
the  miracles  of  Moses  and  Jesus  Christ.  The  evidence  was  not  put 
upon  a  single  miracle  or  two,  however  extraordinary  and  glorious, 
but  there  was  a  wonderful  series  and  succession  of  unparalleled 
acts  and  supernatural  attestations. 

4thly.  Another  condition  I  mentioned  is  this,  that  they  should 
be  all  plainly  wrought  in  attestation  and  evidence  of  the  divine 
mission  of  the  person  by  whom,  or  in  favour  of  whom,  they  are 
wrought,  and  in  ^  confiimation  of  the  scheme  of  doctrines  and  laws,' 
by  him  published  to  the  world,  in  the  name  of  God.  And  accord- 
ingly, we  find  that  Moses  put  the  proof  of  his  being  extraordinarily 
sent  of  God,  and  of  the  divine  original  and  authority  of  the  laws 
he  delivered  in  his  name,  upon  those  illustrious  miracles,  which  he 
was  enabled  to  perform  in  the  name  and  by  the  power  of  God. 
And  in  like  manner  the  miracles  wrought  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  his 
apostles  and  disciples  after  him,  had  evidently  this  as  the  main  view 
to  which  they  were  all  directed,  viz.  to  confirm  the  divine  mission 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  truth  and  divine  authority  of  the 
doctrines  and  laws  which  be  introduced.  ^         ^ 
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Sthly.  It  is  farther  required^  that  they  should  never  be  'controlled 
or  OTerruled  by  any  superior  miracles,  or  contrary  evidence. ' 

Peihaps  something  short  of  all  this  might  in  many  cases  be  suf- 
ficient; out  where  afi  these  things  concur,  they  may  be  justly  re- 
garded as  yielding  a  divine  testimony  to  those  doctrines  and  laws, 
in  attestation  of  which  they  are  wrought.  And  it  cannot  reasonably 
be  reconciled  to  the  notion  of  an  infinitely  wise  and  good  Mind, 
presiding  over  the  affairs  of  men,  to  suppose  that  they  ever  should 
be  suffered  to  be  wrought  in  attestation  of  an  imposture.  I  have 
already  shown,  that  a  revelation,  confirmed  by  the  authority  and 
testimony  of  God  himself,  would  be  of  vast  use  to  mankind  in  mat- 
ters of  religion  in  their  piesent  state,  both  to  assure  them  of  doc- 
trines, which  however  useful,  they  could  not  have  known,  or  not  so 
certainly,  without  it;  and  to  give  a  greater  force  to  laws;  and  urge 
their  duty  more  strongly  upon  them  in  its  just  extent.  Now  it  is 
scarce  to  be  conceived  what  greater  proof  could  be  given  to  man- 
kind of  the  divine  authority  of  such  a  revelation,  than  such  a  se- 
ries of  extraordinary  miraculous  works  wrought  in  attestation  of  it. 
One  way  of  God's  discovering  himself  to  mankind  is  by  his  works. 
And  as  his  ordinary  standing  works  exhibit  the  glorious  displays  of 
his  eternal  power  and  Godhead,  which  should  lead  men  to  acknow- 
ledge and  adore  him,  and  will  leave  them  without  excuse  if  they 
do  not  do  it ;  so,  supposing  that  God  designed  to  make  extraordinary 
discoveries  of  his  will,  in  a  way  of  special  revelation,  a  series  of  ex- 
traordinary miraculous  works,  that  argue  a  dominion  over  nature 
and  its  established  laws,  wrought  in  attestation  of  that  revelation, 
seem  to  be  peculiarly  fitted  for  engaging  mankind  to  receive  and 
submit  to  that  revelation,  as  of  divine  authority.  This  is  a  way  of 
God's  giving  his  testimony,  and  showing  his  interposition,  the  most 
powerful  and  striking  that  can  be,  and  which  comes  with  a  force 
which  .human  nature  is  scarce  able  to  resist.  And  those,  that  on 
the  evidence  of  such  a  series  of  wonderful  works  as  I  have  been 
supposing,  receive  doctrines  and  laws  as  coming  from  God,  act  a 
wise  and  reasonable  part,  and  show  a  becoming  veneration  and  re- 
gard to  the  Supreme  being,  and  a  due  submission  to  the  discoveries 
of  his  will. 

Let  us  now  see  what  t)ur  author  offers  to  show,  that  no  miracles 
can  be  proofs  of  the  divine  mission  of  persons,  or  the  divine  original 
and  authority  of  doctrines. 

He  lays  down  some  general  observations  concerning  miracles,  p. 
30,  8cc.  to  be  afterwards  applied  ;  though  when  he  should  come 
distinctly  to  apply  them  to  the  miracles  of  Moses,  and  of  Jesus 
Christ,  he  leaves  the  reader  to  himself  to  apply  them  as  well  as  he 
can.  But  I  shall  consider  his  lemmata,  as  he  calls  them,  and  make 
some  application  of  them  as  I  go  along. 

His  first  observation  is  this,  *  that  we  have  no  certain  test  or  rule 
of  judgment,  whereby  to  distinguish  between  a  true  miracle  and  a 
fake  one,  or  between  a  thing  of  this  nature  that  is  really  done,  or 
done  only  in  appearance. '    And  to  strengthen  this,  he  observes, 
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that  the  '  senses  themselves  are  liable  to  deception :  and^  in  cases 
of  this  kind,  we  have  the  more  reason  to  suspect  them,  because 
there  have  been  innumerable  stories  of  supernatural  facts  which 
have  been  generally  received  and  believed,  as  strongly  attested  by 
great  numbers  of  credible  eye  and  ear  witnesses,  and  yet  afterwards 
appeared  ill-grounded,  and  to  have  been  owing  to  imposture,  igno- 
rance, or  creduhty, '  &c.  And  *  men  are  the  more  easily  imposed 
on  in  such  matters,  as  they  love  to  gratify  the  passion  of  admi- 
ration. ' 

This  is  a  very  general  way  of  talking,  and  if  it  were  good  for 
any  thing,  might  be  brought  to  prove,  that  because  persons  have 
been  sometimes  deceived  and  imposed  upon  in  facts,  therefore  no 
man  can  ever  depend  upon  the  testimony  of  his  senses  in  any  case 
whatsoever ;  though  our  author  himself  elsewhere  speaks  of  our 
senses  as  so  certain,  *  that  they  leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  any  de- 
ception,' p.  18.  And,  for  my  part,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  if  mi- 
racles be  of  such  a  nature,  and  so  circumstanced,  that  men  may 
have  as  much  certainty  that  they  were  really  done,  and  not  in  ap- 
pearance only,  as  they  can  have  that  any  other  facts  whatsoever  are 
really  done,  here  is  a  certainty  sufficient  to  satisfy  any  reasonable 
mind,  and  it  were  perfectly  absurd  and  unreasonable  to  demand 
more.  And  such  were  the  miracles  that  were  wrought  by  Moses, 
and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  They  were  a  series  of  extraordinary 
facts  done  in  open  view,  before  such  numbers  of  persons,  and  the 
reality  of  whicn  so  plainly  appeared  in  the  effects,  that  to  say  that 
those  that  heard  and  saw  them  could  not  be  certain  that  they  were 
really  done,  is  to  destroy  all  certainty  whatsoever.  And  I  will  un- 
dertake to  prove,  that  taking  them  as  they  are  recorded  to  have  hap- 
pened, the  persons  that  were  witnesses  to  them  had  as  full  proof  of 
their  reality  as  any  man  can  possibly  have  of  any  thing  for  which 
he  has  the  testimony  of  all  his  senses. 

His  second  observation  is  this,  ^  that  we  have  no  test  or  inile  of 
human  judgment,  whereby  to  know  what  is,  or  is  not  a  miracle, 
supposing  a  thing  to  be  really  done,  and  that  there  is  no  deception 
in  the  case  with  regard  to  the  fact  itself. '  The  reason  he  gives  is 
tjiis,*  beca^use  we  know  not  the  utmost  power  of  natural  agents,  or 
how  far  even  the  most  common  causes  may  sometimes  concur  un- 
observed by  us,  which  may  make  a  thing  look  extraordinary,  when 
there  is  nothing  uncommon  in  it.  And  from  hence  how  extra- 
ordinary and  supernatural  soever  a  thing  may  appear,  yet  we  can 
scarce  ever  pronounce  with  any  ceitainty,  concerning  a  peculiar  di- 
vine agency,  or  immediate  and  occasional  divine  interposition,  p.  31. 
Now,  in  opposition  to  this  lemma,  [  lay  down  another,  and  that  is, 
that  as  miracles  may  be  so  circumstanced  that  we  can  have  all  the 
assurance  that  they  were  really  done,  and  not  in  appearance  only, 
that  we  can  have  that  any  facts  whatsoever  were  really  done ;  so 
they  may  be  of  such  a  nature,  that  we  may  certainly  know  that 
they  were  really  miracles ;  that  is,  that  they  were  above  all  the  power 
of  any  man,  or  all  the  men  upon  earth,  and  of  all  natural  material 
causes.    And  though  we  are  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the 
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Bccrets  of  nature,  and  the  powers  of  natural  causes,  yet  this  docs 
not  hinder,  but  that  in  many  cases  we  may  safely  and  certainly  pro- 
nounce that  such  and  such  effects,  e.  g.  the  raising  the  dead,  or  re- 
storing a  perished  limb  in  an  instant,  exceed  all  natural  mechanical 
powers**  And  as  there  may  be  miraculous  works  performed,  con- 
cerning which  we  may  be  sufficiently  certain,  that  tney  exceed  the 
power  of  man  and  all  natural  material  causes,  so  they  may  be  of  such 
^  nature,  and  so  circumstanced,  that  we  may  be  certain,  that  they 
were  not  wrought  by  superior  invisible  evil  beings,  and  therefore 
must  be  wrought  by  the  immediate  power  of  God  himself;  or 
which  comes  to  the  same  thing  in  the  present  question,  by  the 
agency  of  invisible  good  beings,  acting  under  bis  special  influence 
and  direction.  There  may  be  works  that  carry  such  illustrious 
characters  of  a  sovereignty  and  dominion  over  nature,  that  they 
cannot  reasonably  be  ascnbed  to  any  other  than  to  the  supreme 
Lord  and  Governor  of  the  world,  or  to  his  special  direction :  nor 
can  it,  without  the  greatest  absurdity,  be  supposed,  in  consistency 
with  his  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness,  and  the  glory  of  his  un- 
equalled majesty  and  dominion,  that  he  should  ever  suffer  them  to 
be  wrought  m  attestation  of  an  imposture,  or  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  vice,  and  falsehood,  and  superstition.  And  I  am  willing 
to  join  issue  with  this  writer  when  he  pleases,  and  show,  that  the 
miracles  wrought  in  attestation  of  the  Mosaical  and  Christian  dis- 
pensation were  such. 

His  third  lemma  or  observation,  with  respect  to  miracles,  is  this, 
that '  where  the  facts  are  not  the  immediate  objects  of  sense,  but 
depend  upon  testimony,  this  testimony  being  human  must  be  always 
fallible.  And  in  this  case  the  probabiUty  will  be  still  less  at  a 
greater  distance  from  the  fountain,  or  first  original  evidence,  or  as 
It  comes  to  us  through  more  hands,  and  in  a  longer  succession  of 
time.  For  in  this  case  there  must  be  always  some  danger  of  altera- 
tions in  the  conveyance ;  and  a  few  circumstances,  either  left  out  or 
added,  might  make  the  most  common  thing  in  the  world  look  ex- 
traordinary and  miraculous. '  In  opposition  to  this  I  lay  down  this 
position,  that  as  miracles  may  be  of  such  a  nature,  that  those  that 
are  eye  and  ear  witnesses  may  be  as  certain  of  the  reality  of  them, 
as  any  man  can  be  by  the  testimony  of  his  senses,  of  any  facts 
whatsoever,  so  those  miracles  may  be  transmitted  to  others  that 
were  not  eye  and  ear  vritnesses,  with  such  a  degree  of  credibility, 
that  there  can  be  no  reasonable  ground  for  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
those  facts.  And  though  in  this  case  our  belief  of  them  depends 
upon  human  testimony,  yet  human  testimony  may  be  so  circum- 
stantiated as  to  give  a  certain  assurance,  which  no  reasonaMe  man 
can  doubt  of,  concerning  that  which  is  conveyed  to  us  by  that  tes- 
timony. And  particularly  with  respect  to  accounts  of  facts  done 
in  past  ages,  all  the  world  owns,  that  they  may  be  transmitted  to 
us  with  such  a  degree  of  evidence,  that  we  can  no  more  reasonably 

*  The  absurdity  of  the  contrarj  suppotition  Mr.  Chapman  has  well  exposed,  Euseb. 
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doabt  of  them  than  if  we  ourselves  had  lived  in  those  ages ;  and 
any  man  that  should  refuse  to  beheve  them^  and  ^ve  no  other  rea* 
son  for  it^  but  that  they  come  to  us  by  human  testimony,  and  were 
done  several  ages  ago,  would  only  render  himself  ridiculous. 

His  fourth  observation  is  this,  that  as  '  human  testimony  must  be 
always  falliblci  so  with  regard  to  miracles,  prodigies,  ghosts,  appar* 
itions,  and  things  in  themselves  improbable,  it  has  the  very  least 
and  lowest  degree  of  credibility.  The  same  testimony  and  attestation 
which  would  be  easily  taken  for  a  common  natural  fact,  would  not 
be  soon  admitted  for  an  extraordinary  and  miraculous  one,  where 
there  must  be  always  more  danger  and  probability  of  deception. 
And  therefore  the  evidence  or  proof  in  this  case  ought  to  be  so  much 
the  stronger  and  incontestable,  m  proportion  to  the  natural  impro* 
bability  or  incredibility  of  the  thing,'  p.  32.  But  a  thing's  being  exr 
traordinary  and  miraculous  is  no  objection  against  the  credibility  of 
it,  if  at  the  same  time  it  be  of  such  a  nature,  and  so  circumstanced, 
that  the  persons  that  were  witnesses  to  it  might  have  as  full  an  as- 
surance of  the  certainty  and  reality  of  it,  as  any  man  can  possibly 
have  of  any  facts  whatsoever.  And  of  this  kind  were  the  miraculous 
facts  that  were  done  in  attestation  of  the  Mosaic  and  Christian  dis- 
pensation. They  were  attended  with  such  a  degree  of  evidence  as 
was  every  way  equal  to  the  importance  of  the  facts,  and  far  su*- 

Crior  to  the  evidence  brought  for  many  other  facts,  which  yet  it  would 
accounted  unreasonable  to  doubt  of.  And  the  accounts  of  those 
facts  are  transmitted  to  us  with  a  degree  of  evidence  and  credibility, 
that  many  other  accounts  of  past  facts  are  not  transmitted  with ; 
which  yet,  in  the  judgment  of  all  reasonable  persons,  may  be  safely 
depended  on. 

His  fifth  observation  is,  that  'it  is  highly  improbable,  and  cannot 
be  admitted,  that  God  should  work  miracles,  or  interpose  by  an  im- 
mediate divine  power  out  of  the  way  of  natural  agency  and  common 
Erovidence,  but  to  answer  some  great  end  of  vast  importance  to  man- 
ind.  And  therefore  be  would  not  work  miracles,  either  to  prove 
things  which  were  plainly  and  necessarily  true  in  nature  and  reason 
before,  nor  things  m  their  own  nature  indifferent,  and  such  as  can 
serve  to  no  good  use  or  purpose  at  all,  when  they  are  known  and 
put  in  practice,'  p.  33. 

It  will  be  easily  granted,  that  if  God  interposes,  by  an  immediate 
divine  power,  out  of  the  way  of  natural  agency,  it  will  be  for  some 
worthy  end  of  importance  to  mankind.  And  it  is  a  valuable 
end,  and  of  importance  to  mankind,  to  attest  a  revelation  by 
miracles ;  one  design  of  which  is  to  confirm  and  illustrate  those 
^reat  truths  and  obhgations,  even  of  natural  religion,  which,  though 
founded  m  nature  and  reason,  yet,  by  the  author's  own  acknowledg- 
ment, were,  through  the  corruption  of  mankind,  in  a  great  measure 
defaced  and  obscured  ;  and  also  to  make  a  discovery  of  some  things, 
which,  though  of  considerable  importance  to  mankind,  were  such 
as  they  couki  not  have  discovered  without  such  a  revelation.  Nor 
is  it  any  objection  against  the  usefulness  and  importance  of  such  a 
revelation,  that  it  also  prescribes  some  things  of  a  positive  nature, 
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tvhich^  though  abstractly,  and  in  themselves  consideredy  they  are 
indiflferent,  yet  are  designed,  in  a  subserviency  to  the  main  ends  of 
all  religion,  and  when  observed  according  to  the  institution,  are 
really  usefuL 

Our  author,  in  enlarging  on  this  last  observation,  takes  occasion 
to  show,  that  Christ's  miracles  were  useful  to  remove  the  prejudices 
of  the  people,  and  to  procure  a  due  attention  and  regard  to  his  doc- 
trines ;  though  he  will  not  allow  them  to  have  yielded  any  addition- 
al proof  or  attestation  to  those  doctrines.  I  shall  take  notice  of  this 
afterwards.  At  present  I  shall  only  observe,  that  if  it  were  an  end 
worthy  of  God  to  interpose  by  such  glorious  miracles,  as  this  writer 
pretends  to  grant,  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  people  to  our 
Saviour's  doctrines,  then  certainly  it  must  be  owned  to  be  an  end 
worthy  of  God,  to  exhibit  those  miracles  in  order  to  give  an  attesta- 
tion to  the  truth  of  those  doctrines.  And  indeed,  the  one  of  these 
as  the  case  was  circumstanced,  was  ideally  inseparable  from  the  other. 
•For  if  God  concerned  himself  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner,  by  in- 
terposing out  of  the  way  of  natural  agency,  to  procure  their  attention 
to  those  doctrines,  tiiis  was  a  proof  of  his  approbation  of  those  doc- 
trines ;  and  consequently  was  a  proof  of  their  bein^  good,  and 
true,  and  divine.  And  therefore  these  miracles  must,  m  reason,  not 
only  engage  the  people  to  consider  what  Christ  delivered,  but  be  re- 
gai'ded  by  them  as  proofs  and  evidences  of  his  divine  mission,  and 
of  the  truth  and  divine  authority  of  the  doctrines  he  taught.  And 
accordingly  it  is  evident,  that  it  was  in  this  view  that  our  Saviour 
himself  represented  the  end  and  design  of  his  miracles;  as  I  shall 
have  occasion  to  show. 

Our  author  has  little  more  as  to  the  general  question  concerning 
miracles;  he  thinks  'nothing  can  be  plainer  than  this,  that  the  bare 
power  of  working  miracles  can  be  no  proof  at  all,  either  of  the  truth 
of  doctrine,  or  any  authority,  or  special  commission,  that  the  persons 
have  from  God,'  p.  26,  and  again,  p.  49,  *  nothing  can  be  plainer 
than  this,  that  the  bare  exertion  of  power,  of  what  nature  or  kind 
soever,  can  have  no  connexion  with  truth  or  goodness ;  but  the  ends 
and  purposes  to  which  that  power  is  directed  must  be  considered, 
and  must  denominate  the  persons  as  good  or  bad,'  &c.  This  objec- 
tion is  so  fully  exposed  by  his  learned  adversary  Mr.  Chapman, 
that  he  ought  not  to  have  repeated  it,  at  least  without  endea- 
vouring to  answer  virhat  had  been  offered  against  it.  See  Euseb. 
pp.  78,79. 

It  will  be  easily  allowed,  that  power  and  truth  are  distinct  ideas, 
though  inseparably  united  in  God,  the  great  fountain  of  both ;  but 
it  doth  not  follow  from  thence,  that  power  can  in  no  case  be  so  ex- 
erted, as  to  vield  an  attestation  to  truth.  For  supposing  power  ex- 
erted in  such  a  manner  as  to  bear  the  evident  marks  and  characters 
of  a  divine  interposition  and  agency,  and  that  this  power  is  exerted 
in  confirmation  of  a  body  of  doctrines  and  laws  pretended  to  have 
been  received  from  God,  then  this  power  so  exerted  may  be  regarded 
as  the  testimony  of  God  himself,  in  favour  of  those  doctrines  and 
Jaws,  and  as  a  proof  that  they  did,  indeed,  come  from  God.    Anc^ 
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if  it  showsy  that  these  doctrines  came  from  God.  it  shows  that  they 
are  true ;  because  it  is  impossible  that  Ood  should  be  deceived  him- 
selfy  or  be  accessory  to  deceive  others^  by  giving  his  attestation  to 
a  lie. 

There  is  a  passage  which  this  author  has^  pp.  80, 81,  which  I  shall 
here  consider,  because  it  relates  to  this  subject,  and  the  evident  de- 
sign of  it  is  to  show,  that  neither  inspiration,  nor  miracles  as  a  proof 
of  that  inspiration,  are  to  be  regarded  as  yielding  any  attestation  to 
the  truth  and  divinity  of  doctrines  received  by  inspiration,  and  con- 
firmed by  miracles.  He  urges,  that  we  are  obliged  to  ^  try  the  spirits, 
to  bring  the  doctrines  themselves  to  the  test  of  reason  and  sound 
judgment,  and  to  consider  their  nature  and  tendency,  thereby  to 
know  whether  they  came  from  the  spirit  of  truth  and  righteousness, 
or  of  error  and  delusion.'  And  that,  'suppose  doctrines  to  be  deliv- 
ered in  the  most  extraordinary  way  possible,  this  extraordinary  man- 
ner of  conveyance  could  be  no  proof  of  those  doctrines,  which  might 
be  error  and  delusion  notwithstanding ;  and  those  doctrines  must  be 
judged  by  the  same  test  and  rule,  as  if  they  had  come  to  us  in  the 
most  common  and  natural  way.*  And  he  observes,  that  if  'an  angel 
from  heaven  should  have  delivered  any  other  doctrines,  different 
from  those  of  natural  light  and  purity,  they  must  have  been  reject- 
ed, with  what  extraordinary  miraculous  power  soever  they  had  been 
proposed  and  delivered.* 

As  far  as  I  can  understand  the  force  of  his  argument,  it  runs  thus ; 
that  because  all  doctrines  are  to  be  brought  to  the  test  and  jndg- 
ment  of  reason,  so  far  that  no  doctrines  must  be  admitted  that  are 
evidently  contradictory  to  the  clear  principles  of  sound  reason,  and 
subversive  of  morality,  and  the  eternal  rules  of  righteousness,  there- 
fore neither  inspiration  nor  miracles  can  be  depended  upon  as  any 
proofs  of  doctrines  at  all ;  nor  is  any  more  regard  to  be  had  to  what 
comes  this  way,  and  is  thus  attested,  than  ifit  had  come  in  the  or- 
dinary way.  This  is  a  very  strange  way  of  reasoning ;  nor  is  it  easy 
to  discern  the  connexion  of  the  conclusion  with  the  premises.  But 
let  us  suppose  doctrines  which  are  not  contradictory  to  the  clear 
principles  of  reason,  or  subversive  of  morality,  but  yet,  which  we 
could  not  have  found  out  of  ourselves  by  our  own  reason,  and 
which  cannot  be  proved  to  be  necessarily  true  by  any  arguments 
drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  that  these  doctrmes  are 
confirmed  by  numerous  uncontrolled  miracles  :  the  question  is, 
whether  such  miracles  may  not  be  justly  regarded  as  yielding  a 
divine  testimony  to  those  doctrines  ?  and,  whether  they  may  not 
be  reasonably  received  as  of  divine  authority,  on  the  account  of 
those  extraordinary  miraculous  attestations,  though  we  should 
not  have  thought  ourselves  obliged  to  receive  them  without  those 
attestations  ?  and  to  this  the  author's  argument  here  saith  nothing 
at  all. 

It  will  be  granted,  that  no  doctrines  are  to  be  admitted  upon  any 
pretence  whatsoever  that  are  contrary  to  the  evident  light  of  reason, 
and  which  subvert  the  obligations  of  morality  ;  and  in  this  sense  it 
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may  be  admitted^  as  our  author  observes,  that  ^  if  the  doetrities  of 
Christ  himself  could  not  have  borne  this  test  of  light  and  purity,  they 
could  not  have  been  rationally  received.'  But  then,  at  the  same  time, 
it  may  also  be  certainly  concluded  from  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of 
divine  providence,  that  if  this  had  been  the  case,  Christ  would  never 
have  been  enabled  to  work  such  illustrious  miracles  in  confirmation 
of  his  divine  mission,  much  less  would  God  have  raised  him  from 
the  dead.  It  can,  in  no  consistency  with  the  divine  perfections,  be 
supposed,  that  God  would  have  given,  or  suffered  to  be  given,  such 
a  series  of  illustrious  attestations,  bearing  all  the  marks  of  divinity, 
in  confirmation  of  an  imposture,  and  to  favour  the  cause  of  idolatry, 
false  doctrine,  vice,  and  licentiousness.  The  apostle  Paul,  in  his 
epistle  to  the  Galatians^  chap.  i.  8,  puts  the  case,  that  if  he  himself, 
or  'an  angel  from  heaven,'  should  preach  a  different  gospel  from  that 
which  he  had  preached  to  them,  they  were  not  to  regard  it.  This 
is  only  a  vehement  form  of  asseveration,  to  show,  that  on  no  pre- 
tence whatsoever  should  they  swerve  from  the  gospel  they  had  re*- 
ceived  from  him.     But  why  were  they  so  firmly  to  adhere  to  the 

fospel  he  had  taught  them  r  it  was,  because  it  was  the  gospel  he 
ad  received  '  by  revelation  from  Jesus  Christ ; '  see  ver.  12,  and 
which  was  confirmed  by  the  most  illustrious  miraculous  attestations, 
and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  see  chap.  iii.  2.  5.  So  that  he  is  so 
far  from  intending  by  this  to  insinuate,  that  inspiration  and  miracles 
can  be  no  proof  of  doctrines,  that  on  the  contrary  he  produces  these 
as  manifest  and  incontestable  proofs  of  the  truth  and  divinity  of  that 
gospel,  from  which  they  were  never  under  any  pretence  to  depart. 


CHAPTER  HI. 


The  miracles  wrought  by  Moses  vindicated  against  the  author's  objections.  The  case 
of  the  Egyptian  sorcerers,  and  their  miracles,  considered.  His  attempt  to  prove  that 
Moses  might  have  been  assisted  by  some  snpematnral  evil  power,  because  his  mira- 
cles were  wrought,  not  for  the  good,  but  for  the  destruction,  of  mankind,  and  were 
done  out  of  a  particular  partiality  to  the  Israelites.  The  nature  of  those  miracles, 
aud  the  end  for  which  they  were  wrought,  prove  they  could  not  be  the  work  of  an  evil 
being.  The  miracles  of  Jesus  Christ  vindicated.  Not  merely  wrought  to  procure 
attention  from  the  people,  but  desigpned  as  proper  proofs  and  attestations  to  his  divine 
mission,  and  the  truth  and  divine  authority  of  his  laws  and  doctrine.  The  wonderful 
effects  of  Christ's  miracles  not  owing  to  the  strength  of  imagination.  The  extraor- 
dinaiy  miraculous  facts  vrrooght  in  attestation  of  the  Mosaical  and  Christian  dispen- 
sation come  to  us  with  sufficient  evidence  to  make  it  reasonable  for  us  to  believe  thd 
truth  of  these  facts. 

Having  considered  what  this  writer  offers  on  the  general  Ques- 
tion about  miracles,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  examine  what  he  nath 
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troncerning  the  miracled  of  Moses  find  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  had 
endeavoured  to  show^  that,  supposing  those  miracles  to  have  been 
really  done  as  they  are  represented  in  Scripture,  they  were  of  such 
a  nature^  that  it  cannot  reasonably  be  supposed  that  they  could  be 
done,  or  that  Grod  would  have  suffered  them  to  be  done  in  attesta- 
tion of  an  imposture.  See  divine  authority,  p.  19 — 23.  This  the 
author  represents  as  a  ^building  the  whole  proof  upon  a  petitio 
principii,  and  as  a  taking  the  miraculous  facts,  with  regard  to  Moses 
as  well  as  Christ,  for  granted.'  p.  48.  He  cannot  it  seems,  or  will 
not,  distinguish  here  between  two  questions  which  are  of  veiy  dis- 
tinct consideration.  The  one  is,  whether,  supposing  the  miracles 
wrought  by  Moses  and  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  have  been  really 
done  as  represented  in  Scripture,  they  might  justly  be  re^rded  as 
sufficient  credentials  of  their  divine  mission,  and  as  sufficient  attes- 
tations to  the  truth  and  divine  original  of  the  doctrines  and  laws 
they  published  in  the  name  of  God.  The  other  is,  what  reason  we 
have  to  believe  that  those  miracles  were  really  wrought  as  they  are 
represented,  and  the  accounts  given  of  them,  may  be  safely  de*- 
pended  upon.  It  is  the  former  of  these  that  comes  properly  to  be 
considered  in  this  place.  And  it  highly  concerns  this  author  to 
<K>nsider  it,  because,  if  this  can  be  proved,  the  main  question  is  de- 
termined against  him,  viz..  That  there  may  be  miracles  of  such  a 
nature,  and  so  circuhistahced,  as  to  yield  a  proper  proof  and  attes- 
tation to  the  divine  mission  of  persons,  and  authority  of  doctrines. 
He  is  not  insensible  of  this ;  and  therefore,  after  having  made  a 
flourish  about  the  petitio  principiif  as  he  calls  it,  be  is  willing,  it 
seems,  to  'give  me  all  possible  advantage  in  the  argument,  and  to 
suppose  the  truth  of  the  facts  themselves,'  and  yet  denies  'the  use 
I  made  of  it,  and  the  consequences  drawn  from  it :'  that  is,  he  de^ 
nies,  that  supposing  the  facts  were  true,  they  could  furnish  a  suf- 
ficient proof  of  the  divine  mission  of  those  by  whom  these  miracles 
Were  performed,  and  sufficient  attestations  to  the  truth  and  divine  ori- 
ginal of  those  doctrines  and  laws,  in  confirmation  of  which  they  were 
wrought.  One  would  have  esmected  here,  that  he  would  have  un- 
dertaken to  prove  this  from  the  nature  or  circumstances  of  those 
miracles ;  but  nothing  of  this  appears  in  this  place,  where  it  might 
naturally  be  expected;  nothing  but  a  repeating  what  he  had  said 
on  the  general  question,  that  the  intrinsic  excellency  of  tlie  doc- 
trines themselves  is  the  only  possible  proof,  and  that  no  miracles  can 
be  a  proof.  But  as  there  are  several  hints  loosely  scattered  after  the 
author's  manner  in  several  parts  of  his  book,  particularly  in  his  first 
section,  to  show  that  neither  the  miracles  of  Moses,  nor  those  of  Christ, 
taken  as  represented  in  Scripture,  were  proper  proofs  or  attestations  to 
their  divine  mission,  or  to  the  divine  authority  of  the  doctrines  and 
laws  the^  published  in  the  name  of  God,  I  shall  draw  them  together, 
and  distinctly  consider  them. 

And,  first,  I  shall  begin  with  what  he  saith  concerning  the  mira* 
cles  of  Moses. 

One  objection,  which  he  repeats  again  and  again,  is  drawn  from 
the  miracles  wrought  by  the  Egyptian  sorcerers.     He  obs^i-ves,  that 
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nothing  can  be  plainer  than  thi8,*that  the  bare  power  of  working 
miracles  is  no  proof  at  all,  either  of  the  truth  of  doctrines,  or  any 
authority,  or  special  commission,  that  the  persons  have  from  God. 
The  Egyptian  sorcerers,  if  the  accounts  be  true,  wrought  great 
miracles ;  and  they  who  could  create  a  living  creature,  and  turn  a 
rod  into  a  serpent,  might  as  well  have  made  a  world,  raised  the 
dead,  or  done  any  thing  else  within  the  compass  of  power.  It  can 
signify  nothing,  to  say  that  these  sorcerers  only  wrought  false  or 
counterfeit  miracles,  but  the  mii-acles  wrought  by  Moses  were  true 
and  real;  since  nothing  appears  from  the  story  itself,  but  that  the 
miracles  were  of  the  same  kind,  and  equally  true  on  both  sides. 
And  though  Moses  wrought  greater  miracles  than  they,  this  can 
only  prove  his  greater  power  or  skill ;  and  that  the  magicians  were 
fairly  out-done  m  their  own  way.  But  it  can  no  more  prove  any 
commission  or  divine  authority  of  Moses,  than  if  he  had  conquered 
them  by  force  of  arms,'  8cc.  pp.  26,  27. 

In  examining  this  passage,  I  shall  first  consider  of  what  kind  the 
miracles  were,  that  were  wrought  by  the  Egyptian  sorcerers,  and 
then  I  shall  inquire  into  the  justice  of  the  in^rence  drawn  from  it ; 
whether  it  follows,  that  because  they  wrought  such  miracles,  there- 
fore the  miracles  wrought  by  Moses  could  not  *  prove  any  com- 
mission or  divine  authority  of  Moses.' 

With  regard  to  the  Egyptian  sorcerers,  he  observes,  that  'if  the 
accounts  be  true,  they  wrought  great  miracles.  And  they  who 
could  create  a  living  creature,  and  turn  a  rod  into  a  serpent,  might 
as  well  have  made  a  world,  raised  the  dead,  or  done  any  thing  else 
within  the  compass  of  power.'  And  I  must  own,  that  though!  wiii 
not  carry  it  so  far  as  to  say  with  this  author,  that  the  turning  a  rod 
into  a  living  creature  would  have  been  as  great  an  exertion  of  power 
as  creating  a  world,  yet  it  would  have  argued  so  great  a  power, 
that  I  think,  no  created  being,  much  less  an  evil  one,  can  be  reason- 
ably supposed  to  have  really  done  it.  I  am  therefore  persuaded 
that  it  was  done  only  in  appearance.  It  may  reasonably  be  con- 
ceived, that  supposmg  evil  spirits  to  have  been  concerned,  they 
ibight  easily  have  snatched  away  the  magicians^  rods,  and  have 
substituted  serpents  in  the  room  of  them,  of  which  there  were 
enough  to  be  had  in  or  about  Egypt.  And  that  they  might  do 
this  by  so  quick  and  slight  a  conveyance,  as  not  to  be  observed  by 
the  spectators,  as  jugglers  often  perform  their  tricks.  But  to  this 
the  author  objects,  that  Mt  signifies  nothing  to  say,  that  these 
sorcerers  wrought  false  or  counterfeit  miracles,  but  the  miracles 
.wrought  by  Moses  were  true  and  real ;  since  nothing  appears  from 
the  story  itself,  but  that  the  miracles  were  of  the  same  kind,  and 
equally  true  on  both  sides.'  To  which  I  answer,  that  supposing 
the  miracles  of  the  magicians  were  wrought  in  appearance  only  in 
the  manner  now  described,  not  by  a  real  conversion  of  a  rod  into  a 
serpent,  but  by  a  quick  and  dexterous  substitution  of  a  serpent  in- 
stead of  a  rod  ;  and  that  in  Moses's  case  there  was  a  real  conver- 
sion of  a  serpent  into  a  rod ;  yet  it  was  proper,  in  relating  the  story, 
to  relate  the  fact  as  it  appeared  to  the  spectators.     If  it  had  been 
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said  in  the  story  itself,  that  Moses  really  turned  his  rod  into  a  ser- 

Eenty  but  the  ma^cians  did  not  really  turn  their  rods  into  serpents, 
ut  only  appeared  to  do  so ;  this  might,  and  no  doubt  would  have 
been,  objected  against  as  a  manifest  proof  of  the  great  partiality  in 
the  historian.  The  spectators  thought  their  rods,  as  well  as  that  of 
Moses,  were  turned  into  serpents,  and  it  was  proper  to  relate  the 
matter  as  it  appeared  to  them.  But  it  may  further  be  urged,  why 
may  it  not  then  be  supposed,  that  Moses  also  wrought  his  miracles 
in  appearance  only,  by  some  slight  of  art  and  cunning,  or  by  the 
agency  and  confederacy  of  evil  spirits,  and  therefore  was  only  a 
greater  magician  than  they  were  ?  I  answer,  this  might  possibly 
nave  been  suspected,  if  Moses  had  wrought  only  such  miracles  as 
the  magicians  seemed  to  work  as  well  as  he.  It  might,  in  that  case 
have  been  imagined,  that  there  was  some  trick  in  it,  though  the 
spectators  could  not  find  it  out ;  or  that  it  was  only  some  strange 
unaccountable  thing  that  had  happened,  from  which  no  inference 
could  be  drawn  in  proof  of  his  divine  mission.  But  the  amazing 
succession  of  wonders  that  followed,  put  it  beyond  all  reasonable 
doubt,  that  his  miracles  were  real,  and  incomparably  grand,  ex- 
ceeding the  power  of  any  creature.  And  many  of  them  were  of 
such  a  nature,  that  by  the  reality  and  greatness  of  their  effects,  left 
no  room  for  supposing  or  suspecting  an  imposture.  If  it  be  said. 
If  the  magicians  imitated  some  of  Moses's  miracles  so  well,  why 
might  they  not  imitate  others  of  his  miracles  too  in  the  same  way ; 
e.  g.  why  might  they  not  pretend  as  he  did,  to  turn  the  dust  into 
lice,  and  to  have  managed  this  as  they  did  in  the  other  case,  by  a 
conveyance,  of  lice  into  the  place  of  the  dust ;  which  would  have 
been  no  very  difficult  matter,  supposing  the  assistance  of  invisible 
agents  ?  I  answer,  that  I  doubt  not,  they  might  have  imitated  that 
as  well  as  they  had  done  some  of  the  former  miracles,  if  they  had 
been  permitted  to  do  so ;  but  Providence  would  not  suffer  them,  or 
the  evil  spirits  that  assisted  them,  to  go  so  far  as  to  imitate  the 
other  miracles  of  Moses  even  in  appearance ;  but  ordered  it  so,  that 
there  was  an  entire  triumph  over  them ;  and  they  themselves  were 
forced  to  acknowledge  that  Moses's  miracles  were  real,  and  owirifr 
to  the  power  of  God.  And  their  being  thus  stopped  and  hindered 
from  going  any  farther,  even  in  a  matter  that  seemed  not  to  be  more 
difficult  than  the  other  wonders  they  appeared  to  perform^  might 
give  the  people  just  ground  to  conclude,  that  all  their  feats  before 
were  owin^  to  delusion  and  imposture,  and  that  they  had  not  really 
effected  what  they  had  seemed  to  do,* 

*  It  musl  be  obsenredfthat  even  with  respect  to  some  of  the  miracles  in  which  the 
magicians  seemed  to  imitate  Moses,  he  still  preserved  a  manifest  superiority,  and  the 
miracles,  as  performed  bj  him,  left  no  reasonable  room  for  suspicion  of  a  juggle  or  im- 
posture, though  theirs  justly  might,  e.  g.  The  magicians  pretended  to  imitate  the  mi- 
racle of  Moses  in  turning  water  into  blcK>d,  and  in  bringing  frogs  upon  the  land.  But 
there  was  evidently  a  vast  difference  between  them ;  from  whence  it  appeared,  that  an 
imposture  might  take  placp  in  the  one  case,  but  not  in  the  other.  Moses  by  onlj 
stretching  forth  his  rod,  turned  the  river,  and  all  the  'streams  and  pools,  and  all  the 
waters,  in  vessels  of  wood  and  of  stone,  throughout  aU  the  land  of  Egypt,  into  blood,  so 
that  the  fish  that  was  in  the  river  died,  and  the  river  stank.'  The  reality  and  great  ex- 
tent of  the  effect,  showed  the  truth  and  divinity  of  the  miracle,  and  that  there  was 
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And  now  it  is  manifest,  that  the  author's  iurerence  will  hot  beai% 
that  because  the  magicians  wrought  such  miracle^,  therefore  die 
miracles  wrought  by  Moses  could  give  no  attestation  to  the  divine 
authority  of  his  mission.  For  the  miracles  of  the  Egyptian  sorce- 
rers were  very  few  in  number,  and  those  immediately  controlled  by 
a  superior  power.  In  this  case,  there  is  no  absurdity  in  supposing, 
that  God  may  suffer  evil  beings  to  exert  their  utmost  power  and  art 
to  deceive  and  impose  upon  the  spectators,  in  behalf  of  error,  and 
idolatry,  and  vice ;  because  there  is  a  remedy  at  hand.  The  supe- 
rior miracles,  by  which  they  are  controlled  and  overpowered^ 
open  a  way  for  detecting  the  delusion,  and  are  a  sufficient  antidote 
against  the  bad  influence  those  miracles  tnight  otherwise  have  upon 
the  minds  of  men»  But  that  he  should  suffer  such  an  astonishing 
series  of  glorious  works,  so  incomparably  grand,  and  bearing  all  the 
marks  of  a  divine  power,  and  of  a  dominion  over  nature,  such  as 
were  those  which  were  wrought  by  Moses,  that  God  should  suffer 
those  to  be  wrought  by  evil  beings  (even  supposing  it  in  the  power 
of  such  beings  to  perform  them,  which  was  highly  improbable)  and 
that  in  attestation  of  falsehood  and  imposture,  for  a  course  of  years 
together,  without  ever  controlling  them  by  any  contrary  or  supe- 
rior miracles  ;  this  is  a  quite  dififerent  case,  ana  cannot  possibly  be 
reconciled  to  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  a  superintencling  provi*- 
dence.  And  to  suppose  (as  this  writer  does)  that  the  vast  superi- 
ority and  amazing  grandeur  of  Moses's  miracles  above  those  of  the 
magicians,  was  no  more  a  proof  of  his  being  sent  of  God  than  if  he 
had  overcome  them  by  'force  of  arms,'  is  a  banter  on  the  common 
sense  of  mankind  ;  except  he  could  prove  that  there  is  nothing  more 
extraordinary  in  the  one  case  than  in  the  other. 

But  the  author  further  objects  against  the  miracles  of  Moses, 
that  ^  he  mi^ht  have  been  assisted  by  some  supernatural  evil  power, 
since  his  miracles  were  commonly  wrought  not  for  the  good,  but 
the  destruction  of  mankind.'  p.  27.  And  elsewhere  he  asks,  <for 
what  good  end  were  Moses's  miracles  done,  supposing  them  to 
have  been  really  vrrought?  And  he  pronounces,  that  'it  was 
only  to  destroy  one  nation,  the  Egyptians,  and  to  enable  the  Israel^- 
ites  to  destroy  another  nation,  the  Canaanites,  by  putting  them  ail 

notbing  of  juggle  tnd  delusion  in  it.  For  where  could  a  quantity  of  blood  be  found  at 
once  tuffioient  to  do  all  this,  except  we  suppoee  a  real  transmutation  of  it  1  But  with 
respect  to  the  nuu^iciaas,  the  case  was  otherwise.  A  small  quantity  of  water  must  have 
been  brought  to  them,  that  probobly  was  got  by  dicging  ;  which  was  the  way  the  Egyp- 
tians took  to  get  water  to  drink,  Ezod.  rii.  S4.  If  this  was  brought  to  them  in  a  vessel, 
it  was  no  hard  matter,  supposing  the  assistance  of  invisible  agents,  to  convey  that  water 
away,  and  by  a  quick  conveyance,  put  blood  in  the  stead  of  it,  which  was  then  easily  to 
be  bad  every  where.  In  this  case  tliere  was  room  for  a  juggle  and  imposture,  but  not 
in  the  former.  In  like  manner,  with  regard  to  the  miracle  of  the  frogs,  Moses  at  once 
brought  an  immense  quantity  of  frogs  out  of  the  river,  streams*  and  pools  of  water, 
which  filled  the  whole  land  at  once,  and  even  all  the  houses  and  chambers  of  the  Egyp- 
tians  ;  and  such  an  instantaneous  production  of  so  vast  a  quantity  showed  that  it  was 
not  mere  juggle,  but  that  there  was  a  creating  power  exerted  in  the  production  of  them, 
and  that  the  God  of  nature  was  concerned  in  it«  But  when  tliis  was  done,  the  magi- 
cians might  imitate  this  miracle  by  causing  some  frogs  to  come  upon  the  land,  which 
they  might  easily  bring,  by  a  quick  and  artificial  conveyance,  when  frogs  abounded 
.  every  where,  in  tke  place  where  they  pretended  to  work  the  miraele. 
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to  the  sword,  without  mei^  or  hamantty/  8lc.  see  p.  70.    I  an^- 
Bwer,  that  the  great  end  of  Moses's  miracles  was  plainly  this,  to 

five  attestation  to  a  most  excellent  law  and  constitution,  esta* 
lished  for  the  most  wise  and  valuable  purposes,  as  I  showed 
largely  in  my  former  book.  See  Divine  Authority,  chap.  2.  And 
if  in  the  course  of  these  miraculous  dispensations,  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  main  ends  of  them,  there  were  awful  and  exemplary  judg* 
ments  inflicted  upon  guilty  nations,  there  was  nothing  in  this  that 
can  be  proved  to  be  unsuitable  to  the  character  of  a  just  and  holy 
God.  For  since  justice  and  purity  are  included  in  the  idea  of  the 
Deity  as  well  as  goodness  and  mercy,  extraordinary  acts  of  power 
in  execution  of  his  righteous  vengeance  upon  wicked  persons  and 
nations,  may  be  as  much  the  works  of  God,  and  bear  as  evident 
marks  of  divinity,  as  extraordinary  acts  of  goodness  and  mercy. 
And  in  Moses's  miracles,  there  were  evident  demonstrations  of 
both  these.  As  to  the  plagues  inflicted  upon  the  Egyptians,  which 
the  author  has  particularly  in  view,  there  was  nothing  in  them  un- 
worthy of  God  as  the  wise  and  righteous  governor  of  the  world. 
The  Egyptians  had  treated  the  Israelites  with  the  utmost  barbarity 
and  insolence,  and  had  been  guilty  of  a  series  of  oppressions  scarce 
to  be  paralleled  in  history ;  and  if,  in  this  case,  the  Israelite^  had 
done  themselves  justice,  and  forced  their  way  out  of  the  unhospi- 
table  country,  even  to  the  destruction  of  those  their  enemies  and 
oppressors,  and  had  taken  their  substance  with  them,  as  a  just 
compensation  for  the  inhuman  exactions  and  oppressions  they  had 
laid  upon  them  ;  I  presume,  this  author  himself  would  scarce  pre- 
tend there  was  any  thing  in  this  contrary  to  justice,  and  the  law  of 
nature  and  nations.  And  it  is  great  odds,  but  that  if  it  had  been 
done  by  a  people  that  happened  to  be  in  his  favour,  he  would  have 
commended  it  as  manifesting  a  noble  spirit  of  freedom  in  opposi- 
tion to  oppression  and  tyranny.  And  if  the  Israelites  could  not 
have  been  justly  blamed  for  endeavouring,  if  it  had  been  in  their 
power,  to  free  themselves  from  the  Egyptian  yoke,  even  by  methods 
that  might  have  ended  in  the  ruin  of  their  cruel  and  arbitrary  op- 
pressor; I  can  see  no  reason  to  prove,  that  it  was  unbecoming  God 
to  exert  his  own  divine  power  in  vindication  of  an  injured  people, 
and  to  exhibit  a  si^al  monument,  to  all  ages,  of  his  just  aetesta- 
tion  of  tyrannical  insolence  and  oppression.  Especially  when  it  is 
considered,  that  the  plagues  were  not  inflicted  all  at  once,  but  by 
degrees,  one  after  another :  that  Pharaoh  and  his  Egyptians  were 
told  upon  what  terms  they  might  be  freed  from  them  ;  even  upon 
the  terms  of  letting  the  oppressed  people  go :  that  these  judgments 
were  successively  removea  soon  after  their  being  inflicted,  upon 
their  expressing  their  repentance,  and  promising  amendments :  that 
the  severest  judgments  of  all,  which  touched  their  lives,  such  as 
the  destruction  of  the  first-bom,  and  the  overwhelming  Pharaoh 
and  his  host  in  the  Red  Sea,  were  not  inflicted  till  they  had  had 
such  i*epeated  demonstrations  of  the  divine  power  and  vengeance 
as  renaered  them  utterly  inexcusable ;  and  that  they  had  fair 
warning  given  them  before  the  former  of  these  vras  executed,  aad 
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might  have  prevented  it  by  a  proper  condact :  and  as  to  the  latter^, 
it  was  what  they  plainly  brought  upon  themselves  by  their  owu 
presumption  and  obstinacy. 

It  must  be  farther  considered^  that,  by  the  author's  own  ac- 
knowledgment, Egypt  was  the  seat  and  fountain  of  idolatry  and 
superstition,  from  whence  it  was  derived  and  propagated  to  other 
nations.  And  in  this  view  the  propriety  of  the  miracles  wrought  by 
Moses  among  the  Egyptifins  is  very  evident  One  manifest  design 
of  them  was  to  confound  idolatry  in  its  proper  seat  and  source, 
and  to  *  execute  judgment  against  all  the  gods  of  Egypt,'  as  it  is 
expressed,  Exod.  xii.  12,  Numb,  xxxiii.  4.  Those  amazing  acts  of 
divine  power  and  vengeance  might  naturally  have  led  the  Egyptians, 
and  especially  their  priests  and  rulers,  to  reflect  on  their  ill  con- 
duct, not  only  in  the  oppressions  they  had  exercised  upon  the 
Israelites,  but  in  the  idolatries  they  had  too  much  countenanced 
and  propagated ;  and  tended  to  convince  them,  that  their  gods,  of 
whom  they  entertained  a  high  opinion,  and  whom  they  endeavoured 
to  recommend  to  other  nations,  as  proper  objects  of  adoration, 
were  vain  and  idle  thines,  unable  to  defend  or  deliver  themselves  or 
their  worshippers.  And  this  should  have  led  them  to  the  acknow- 
ledgment and  sole  adoration  of  the  only  true  God,  the  Lord  of 
nature.  This  was  both  the  natural  tendency  of  those  miracles, 
and  is  expressly  said  to  have  been  one  great  design  of  them.*  If 
they  had  produced  this  effect,  they  would  have  had  a  salutary 
influence,  not  oiily  upon  them  but  other  nations,  and  been  of  signal 
service  to  mankind;  and  if  they  did  not  actually  produce  this 
efiect,  it  could  be  charged  upon  nothing  but  their  own  obstinacy. 

With  respect  to  the  case  of  the  Canaanites,  our  auth(»r  frequently 
insists  upon  it  as  a  demonstration  that  the  law  of  Moses  could  not 
possibly  be  from  God.  He  looks  upon  the  destruction  of  the 
Canaahites,  which  Moses  commanded  in  the  name  of  God,  to  be 
the  most '  bloody  outrage  and  profanation  of  the  name  of  God  that 
ever  was  known. ^  That  it  was  contrary  to  all '  common  humanity, 
and  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations,  since  the  Canaanites  had  never 
done  those  holy  butchers,  or  divine  conquerors,  the  least  injury.* 
He  aggravates  this  in  the  sti'ongest  expressions,  and  returns  to  it 
upon  all  occasions  ;  as  particularly  pp.  27,  29,  39.  and  again,  pp. 
70,  75,  and  in  several  other  places. 

I  have  elsewhere  fully  considered  this  objection,  which  had  been 
urged  in  all  its  force  by  the  author  of '  Christianity  as  Old  as  the 
Creation.'f  At  present,  I  shall  only  observe,  that  if  our  author  be 
disposed  calmly  to  reason  the  case,  and  not  think  to  carry  his  point 
by  dint  of  clamour  and  confidence,  and  giving  hard  words,  he 
must,  in  order  to  make  good  his  argument,  fairly  prove  that  it  is 
inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  God,  considered  as  the  wise  and 
righteous  Governor  of  the  world,  to  punish  a  guilty  nation,  even 
to  utter  destruction,  for  their  execrable  wickedness;  or,  that  if  it 


♦  See  Exod.  vii.  6,  viii.  10,  ix.  16,  29. 

t  See  ♦  Answer  to  ChriBtianity/  &c.  vol.  ii.  pp.  429—437. 
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be  just  in  him  to  do  so,  he  cannot  commission  another  nation  to  be 
the  executioners  of  his  just  sentence  against  them  :  or  that^  in  that 
case,  they  cannot  justly  execute  such  commission  ;  and  that  this 
alone  will  be  sufficient  to  prove  that  a  dispensation  was  not  given 
from  God,  which  was  confirmed  by  such  illustrious  miracles  bearing 
all  the  characters  of  a  divine  interposition,  and  the  laws  of  which 
were  holy,  just,  and  pure,  and  of  an  excellent  tendency. 

That  It  is  not  unworthy  of  God,  as  the  righteous  Governor  of 
the  world,  to  punish  a  guilty  nation  or  nations,  even  to  extirpation, 
for  their  wickedness,  can  scarce  be  denied  by  any  that  acknowledge 
a  providence.  If  he  should  send  a  destructive  plaeue  or  famine 
with  this  view,  to  punish  a  wicked  people,  it  would  Be  the  highest 
presumption  to  arraign  the  justice  or  wisdom  of  his  providence, 
though  in  this  case  infants  as  well  as  the  adult,  persons  of  every 
sex  and  age,  and  some  comparatively  innocent,  would  be  involved 
in  the  common  destruction ;  but  God  knows  how  to  make  a  dif- 
ference between  them  in  another  world.  There  is  scarce  any  fact 
that  is  vouched  by  a  more  universal  tradition  than  the  general 
deluge,"^  which  destroyed  almost  the  whole  human  race  at  once,  as 
a  punishment  for  the  wickedness  of  mankind.  There  have  been 
plagues  that  have  raged  over  a  great  part  of  the  earth,  and  have 
been  thought  to  have  destroyed  near  a  third  part  of  mankind.  And 
I  believe  none  that  own  a  providence  but  will  acknowledge  a 
special  hand  of  God  in  all  this ;  at  least  this  author  must  do  so, 
who  affirms,  that  evil  as  well  as  good,  punishments  as  well  as 
mercies,  come  from  God,  p.  82.  Now  to  apply  this  to  the  case  of 
the  Canaanites  ;  the  destruction  that  God  had  determined  to  inflict 
upon  them  is  expressly  declai*ed  to  be  for  their  abominable  wicked- 
ness and  corruption  oi  manners.  They  are  charged  not  only  with 
the  most  gross  idolatries,  but  with  the  most  unnatural  and  mon- 
strous crimes  of  bestial  impurity.  See  Lev.  xviii.  3 — 26,  xx.  2—23. 
Their  vices  a  long  time  before  this  had  brought  down  a  most 
exemplary  judgment  upon  considerable  numbers  among  them,  viz. 
the  inhabitants  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  and  the  neighbouring 
cities.  And  they  had  afterwards  a  considerable  space  given  them 
for  repentance,  near  four  hundred  years.  See  Gen.  xv.  13 — 16. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  warning  that  had  been  ^ven  them,  they 
grew  worse  and  worse,  and  became  so  universally  depraved  in  their 
manners,  that  the  ^  Lord  was  ready  to  spew  out  the  inhabitants,'  as 
it  is  emphatically  expressed.  Lev.  xviii.  25.  If  in  this  case  God 
had  sent  a  pestilence  entirely  to  destroy  the  whole  nation,  or  had 
rained  a  fieiy  deluge  upon  the  whole  land,  as  he  had  done  upon 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  his  justice  could  not  have  been  accused ; 
and  it  is  very  Ukely  this  author  himself  would  scarce  have  presumed 
to  find  fault  with  it,  though  in  this  case  infants  as  well  as  the 
adult,  men,  women,  and  children,  must  have  perished  in  the 
common  calamity. 

And  if  God  might  justly  destroy  a  nation  for  their  wickedness,  I 

*  Se«  concerning  this  *  Grot,  de  Verit.  Relig.  Cbrist.'  1.  i.  s.  16. 
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think  it  must  be  allowed  that  it  belongs  to  him  to  determine  in 
what  way  he  will  think  fit  to  execute  that  vengeance.  And  if  he 
should  think  fit  to  give  commission  to  another  nation  to  execute 
that  vengeance  which  he  had  decreed,  I  see  not  upon  what  principle 
this  can  be  denied  ;  or  how  it  will  be  proved  to  have  anything  in  it 
unworthy  of  the  Supreme  Being.  If  it  be,  because  it  is  unnatural 
and  unfit  for  creatures  of  the  same  species  to  destroy  one  another, 
this  cannot  hold;  because  there  may  be  many  cases  alleged,  in 
which  creatures  of  the  same  kind  may  without  fault  deprive  one 
another  both  of  their  lives  and  properties.  Every  body  will  allow 
that  this  may  be  done  in  execution  of  the  sentence  of  a  just 
magistrate,  and  that  he  may  commission  those  to  execute  that 
45entence  who  were  never  personally  injured  by  the  persons  on  whom 
the  punishment  is  inflicted.  And  in  the  case  of  wars  between 
contending  nations,  it  has  never  been  accounted  unjust  for  a  prince 
io  give  commission  to  his  enemies  to  conclude  things  in  the  ene- 
mies^ country  which  will  by  necessary  consequence  bring  ruin  upon 
many  innocent  persons,  and  deprive  them  both  of  their  substance 
and  of  their  lives,  though  they  had  done  nothing  to  deserve  it, 
any  further  than  as  they  were  the  members  of  such  a  community. 
And  therefore  I  cannot  see  how  it  can  reasonably  be  denied,  that 
the  Supreme  Lord  of  the  Universe  may,  if  he  thinks  fit,  without 
any  impeachment  of  his  governing  wisdom  and  justice,  give  express 
commission,  enjoining  any  man  or  anmber  of  men,  to  execute  his 
righteous,  though  severe  sentence,  against  a  guilty  people,  even 
though  it  were  to  their  utter  extirpation,  in  which  case  some 
innocent  persons  would  probably  be  involved. 

And  if  God  should  give  such  a  commission,  expressly  enioining 
or  commanding  any  man  or  any  number  of  men,  or  a  whole  com- 
munity, to  destroy  another  nation,  in  a  declared  execution  of  his 
righteous  vengeance  upon  them  for  their  heinous  wickedness,  I  do 
not  see  but  that  it  would  be  very  lawful,  yea,  it  would  be  a  duty, 
for  such  a  people,  so  commissioned,  to  execute  that  sentence ;  and, 
not  to  execute  it,  when  known  to  be  so,  would  be  a  crime ;  as  it 
would  be  a  crime  for  the  persons  appointed  and  commissioned  to 
execute  the  sentence  of  a  just  magistrate  to  refuse  to  execute  it, 
out  of  a  partial  regard  or  pity  to  the  persons  thus  suffering. 

It  will  be  easily  grant^,  that  sucn  a  commission  to  one  nation 
to  extirpate  another,  ought  to  be  exceedingly  well  proved  ;  it  must 
be  plain  and  express,  and  given  in  a  maimer  that  leaves  no  room  to 
doubt,  that  it  is  indeed  a  plain  and  express  commission  from  God 
himself.  And  this  I  take  to  have  been  the  present  case.  The 
commission  that  was  given  to  destroy  the  Canaanites  for  their 
abominable  wickedness  was  express  and  solemn ;  it  veas  the  com- 
mand of  God  himself,  confirmea  to  be  so  by  the  most  extraordinary 
attestations.  The  miracles  done  by  Moses,  and  afterwards  at  mt 
entrance  of  Israel  upon  the  land  of  Canaan,  were  of  such  a  nature^ 
and  bore  such  evident  marks  of  a  divine  power  and  domhiion, 
that  it  was  scarce  possible  to  regard  them  in  any  other  view,  than 
as  proceeding  from  the  sovereign  Lord  of  the  universe  ;  nor  can  it 
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well  be  conceived,  that  supposing  Qod  himself  to  have  interposed, 
it  ooold  have  been  by  more  illustrious  demonstrations  of  hid 
own  divine  power  and  majesty  than  were  here  exhibited  ;  or,  that 
supposing  such  an  express  commission  to  have  been  really  given, 
it  could  have  been  more  convincingly  proved.  And  therefore,  upon 
such  a  view  of  the  case,  it  is  wrong  to  charge  what  the  Israelites 
did  by  express  command  of  God  himself,  and  in  execution  of  his 
just  sentence,  as  a  proof  of  their  transcendent  guilt  and  wickedness, 
and  as  an  instance  of  outrage  and  injustice  beyond  example ;  since, 
though  without  such  an  express  commission  from  God,  it  would 
have  been  cruel  and  unjust  in  them  to  do  it,  yet  it  was  not  cruel 
and  unjust  to  do  it  in  execution  of  that  command.  As  persons  may 
deprive  others  of  their  lives  and  substance  in  execution  of  the 
sentence  of  a  just  magistrate,  and  be  sufficiently  warranted  in  doing 
so  by  his  authority  and  command,  though  to  do  the  same  thin^ 
without  that  authority,  prompted  by  their  own  private  passions  ana 
interests,  would  be  murder  and  rapine.  If  it  be  urged,  that  this 
may  serve  as  a  precedent  for  other  nations,  to  use  their  neighbours 
with  the  greatest  cruelty  and  injustice,  under  pretence  of  their  being 
very  wicked  and  the  enemies  of  Gt)d ;  I  answer,  that  it  cannot 
justly  be  a  precedent,  except  in  the  like  circumstances.  Let  any 
nation  produce  the  same  proofs  of  an  express  commission  from  God 
himselt  that  the  Israelites  did,  and  then  their  commission  will  be 
allowed.  And  if  no  other  nations  have  a  right  to  imitate  them,  till 
they  can  produce  as  express  and  illustrious  evidences  of  an  extra^^ 
ordmary  aivine  commission  as  the  Israelites  had,  I  apprehend  there 
is  no  great  danger  of  any  ill  consequences  from  such  a  precedent. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  real  state  of  the  case  was  this.  The 
Canaanites  were  arrived  to  the  most  monstrous  height  of  wickedness, 
deserving  utter  extirpation.  God  had  determined  to  execute  his 
just  vengeance  upon  them  for  their  crimes  in  the  most  exemplary 
manner.  He  had,  at  the  same  time,  selected  a  people  to  himself, 
whom  he  determined  to  erect  into  a  peculiar  polity,  and  to  whom  he 
gave  a  body  of  pure  and  excellent  laws ;  the  design  of  which  was 
to  maintain  the  worship  of  the  only  true  God  and  the  practice  of 
righteousness.  This  people  he  chose  for  the  executioners  of  his  just 
vengeance,  and  gave  them  commission  to  destroy  that  wicked  race. 
At  the  same  time  he  declared  the  reason  of  it  to  be  on  account  of 
their  abominable  idolatrjr  and  impurity,  and  vriekedness  of  all  kinds. 
And  this  vms  accompanied  with  the  most  solemn  vramings  to  the 
Israelites  not  to  commit  such  crimes,  for  that  they  themselves 
would  be  obnoxious  to  as  great  punishments  if  they  imitated  them 
in  their  idolatry  and  corruption  of  manners.  And  it  is  scarce 
possible  to  conceive,  that  any  thing  could  have  a  greater  influence 
to  make  them  sensible  of  tlie  atrociousness  of  those  crimes,  which 
they  saw  so  exemplarily  punished.  This  is  the  true  state  of  the 
ease,  as  it  is  represented  to  us  in  the  Scripture;  and^  notwith- 
standing all  the  author's  noise  and  confidence,  there  is  nothing  in 
it,  thus  considered,  that  can  be  proved  to  be  inconsistent  with  the 
idea  of  a  just  and  holy  Deity. 
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But  there  is  another  objection  urged  by  this  ^rriter  against  the 
miracles  wrought  by  Moses,  and  which,  he  thinks,  seems  to  show, 
that  if  they  were  really  wrought,  *  he  might  have  been  assisted  by 
some  supernatural  evil  power ;'  and  that  is,  that  they  *  were  done 
out  of  a  particular  partiality  in  favour  of  one  nation,  who  pretended 
to  be  the  peculiar  chosen  people  of  God,  whilst  they  were  the  very 
worst  and  wickedest  part  of  the  world,'  p.  27.  And  then  he  breaks 
out  into  his  usual  invectives  against  the  Jews,  of  whom  he  gives 
the  most  odious  representation  imaginable. 

As  to  the  erecting  the  Jews  into  a  peculiar  polity,  distinguished 
from  the  rest  of  mankind,  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  inconsistent 
with  the  divine  perfections  ;  yea,  that  it  was  ordered  for  very  wise 
and  excellent  purposes,  I  have  fully  shown  in  my  former  book,*  and 
shall  have  occasion  to  say  something  to  it  again  in  the  following 
chapter.  And  supposing  God  selected  any  nation  at  all  for  a  peculiar 
people  to  himself,  I  do  not  see  why  the  Israelites  were  not  as  proper 
as  any  others :  they  came  from  worthy  ancestors,  and  though , 
during  their  long  continuance  and  oppression  in  Egypt,  they 
probably  fell  very  generally  from  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  the 
true  religion  professed  by  their  ancestors,  yet  it  is  highly  probable 
that  there  were  still  many  persons  among  them  that  preserved  it ; 
and,  perhaps,  more  than  were  at  that  time  in  other  nations.  I  think 
we  may  justly  suppose  them  to  have  been  better  than  the  Egyptians 
their  oppressors,  and  who  were  greatly  instrumental  in  corrupting 
them ;  or  than  the  Canaanites,  who,  as  appears  from  the  accounts 
given  of  them,  were  then  arrived  to  the  greatest  height  of  vice, 
and  monstrous  wickedness.  What  was  then  the  state  of  other 
nations  we  cannot  certainly  tell ;  but  it  appears,  from  the  accounts 
given  us  by  the  best  historians,  of  the  ancient  state  of  Greece  and 
other  countries  at  that  time,  that  violence,  rapes,  and  lawless 
wickedness,  very  much  prevailed.f  So  that,  for  any  thing  that 
appears  to  the  contrary,  the  body  of  the  Israelites,  with  all  their 
faults,  were,  at  least,  as  good  and  as  righteous  as  any  other  nation 
at  that  time.  With  regard  to  their  alter  conduct,  their  greatest 
fault  consisted  in  their  suffering  themselves  to  be  enticed  to  a  con- 
formity to  the  neighbouring  nations  in  their  corrupt  customs  and 
practices ;  but  though  this  was  a  very  great  fault,  yet,  considering 
the  proneness  of  mankind  in  all  ages  to  vice  and  idolatry,  perhaps 
other  nations,  in  their  circumstances,  would  not  have  behaved 
better  than  they  did.  However  this  may  be,  there  is  no  reason  to 
talk  of  God's  manifesting  a  partial  conduct  towards  them,  as  this 
writer  insinuates.  On  the  contrary,  the  whole  course  of  his  dealing 
towards  the  Israelites,  may  give  us  a  just  idea  of  the  wisdom,  the 
righteousness,  the  equity  of  his  providence,  and  the  impartiality  of 
his  iudgments :  since,  though  he  had  entered  into  a  special  relation 
to  them  as  his  people,  yet  he  never  connived  at  or  approved  their 
crimes:  but  as  he  heaped  benefits  upon  them  when  they  kept 


•  See  '  Div.  Authoritj,'  &o.  chap.  t. 

t  See  *  Thucyd.'  lib.  1  and  •  Plutarch  in  Thesaeo.* 
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dose  to  his  covenant,  so  he  punished  them  in  an  exemplary  manner 
for  their  disobedience;  andf  again  accepted  them  upon  their  re- 
pentance and  return.  Such  particularly  were  his  dealings  towards 
them  in  the  wilderness,  every  way  agreeable  to  his  own  perfections. 
He«  on  many  occasions,  signalized  his  mercy  towards  them ;  and 
he  also  manifested  a  just  displeasure  against  their  miscarriages 
and  revolts.  And  from  his  dealings  towards  them  we  may  learn 
this  useful  lesson,  that  no  pretence  of  special  favour  or  outward  pri- 
vileges will  secure  those  from  his  just  aispleasure  that  allow  them- 
selves in  a  course  of  presumptuous  sin  and  disobedience.  And  this 
was  the  use  that  the  Israelites  in  after  ages  were  taught  to  make 
of  those  extraordinary  facts.  As  appears  particularly  from  the 
Ixxviiith  Psalm,  where,  from  the  consideration  of  God's  dealings 
with  their  fathers  in  the  wilderness,  they  are  instructed  to  conceive 
of  him,  as  a  God  full  of  compassion  and  of  great  mercy,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  as  a  Being  of  mfinite  justice  and  purity.  And  the 
apostle  makes  the  same  use  of  it  in  2  Cor.  x.  1 1. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  the  author's  objections  against  the  miracles 
of  Moses,  drawn  from  the  end  for  which  they  were  wrought,  will 
not  bear.  On  the  other  hand,  an  argument  may  be  brought  from 
the  nature  of  those  miracles  and  the  end  for  which  they  were 
wrought,  to  prove  that  they  could  not  be  the  works  of  an  evil  being. 
For  can  it  be  thought  that  an  evil  being  (if  he  had  been  able  to  have 
performed  all  those  glorious  miracles,  which  is  very  absurd  to  sup- 
pose) would  have  exerted  himself  in  such  amazing  and  extraordinary 
acts  of  power  and  dominion  for  such  purposes  as  these ;  to  triumph 
over  idols,  and  confound  the  chief  patrons  and  propagators  of  idol- 
worship;  to  punish  tyranny  and  oppression,  and  manifest  his 
abhorrence  of  vice  and  wickedness ;  to  establish  and  give  attestation 
to  a  law  and  polity,  the  great  and  fundamental  design  of  which 
was  to  establish  the  worship  and  adoration  of  the  one  only  living 
and  true  God,  in  opposition  to  the  then  prevailing  idolatry  and 
polytheism;  the  moral  precepts  of  which  were  pure  and  excellent, 
and  its  rituals  wisely  contrived ;  and  which  would  have  been  effect- 
ual, if  carefully  observed,  to  preserve  those  to  whom  it  was  given 
from  the  idolatrous  rites  and  corrupt  customs  of  the  neighbouring 
nations?  If  this  cannot,  without  great  absurdity,  be  supposed, 
then  those  miracles  which  evidently  transcended  all  the  art  and 
power  of  man,  must  have  been  wrought,  either  by  the  immediate 
power  of  God  himself,  or,  which  comes  to  the  same  thin^  in  this 
case,  by  subordinate  good  beings,  acting  under  him  and  by  his 
direction;  and  consequently  must  be  regarded  as  yielding  an 
illustrious  testimony  to  the  divine  mission  of  Moses  and  to  the 
divine  original  and  authority  of  his  laws,  in  attestation  of  which 
they  were  wrought. 

There  is  one  passaj^e  more  which  this  writer  has,  relating  to  the 
design  and  use  of  Moses'  miracles,  which  I  shall  here  take  notice 
of.  It  is  in  p.  61,  where  he  observes,  that  ^  God  had  never  left 
himself  without  a  standing  and  most  glorious  witness  and  proof  of 
his  being  and  perfections  to  mankind,  infinitely  superior  to  the 

^    ^  Digitized  by  Google 


354  OBJECTIONS   AGAINST  MIRACLES 

evidence  of  aJI  those  miracles  of  Moses,  supposine  them  to  have 
been  really  wrought ;  which  could  only  astonish  and  confound,  but 
not  possibly  prove  the  truth  and  righteousness  of  such  a  religion  as 
that.  The  moral  law  could  need  no  proof  from  miracles^  as  de- 
pending upon  a  much  clearer  and  superior  proof  before;  and  the 
ceremonial  law  was  incapable  of  any  proof  at  all,  as  having  any 
thine  of  rehgion  in  it^  But  since  we  find  that  notwithstanding  the 
standing  proofs  of  a  Deity  in  the  works  of  creation  and  providence, 
the  nations  were  generally  fallen  into  idolatry  and  the  worship  of 
inferior  deities,  and  this  coloured  over  with  artful  and  specious 
pretences,  as  well  as  into  a  great  corruption  of  manners,  will  any 
man  pretend  to  prove,  that  it  was  unworthy  or  unfit  for  the  great 
Lord  and  Governor  of  the  universe  to  interpose,  by  extmordinary 
exertions  of  his  own  divine  power  and  dominion,  to  awaken  men  to 
a  sense  of  his  supreme  majesty  and  glory,  and  to  eive  attestation 
to  laws,  the  principal  design  of  which  was  expressly  to  forbid  all 
idol-worship,  or  the  worship  of  inferior  deities,  and  the  worship  of 
God  by  images ;  and  which  also  exhibited  a  system  of  pure  and 
excellent  morals,  in  plain  and  express  precepts,  enjoined  and  con-* 
firmed  by  a  divine  authority,  which  must  needs  ^ve  a  mighty 
additional  weight  and  force  to  them  ?  As  to  our  author's  pretence, 
that  the  ceremonial  injunctions  were  incapable  of  any  proof  at  all, 
as  having  any  thing  of  religion  in  them,  this  depends  upon  this 
principle,  that  God  cannot  command  or  enjoin  any  thins  of  a  cere- 
monial nature  to  be  used  in  religion  at  all ;  a  principle  highly 
absurd  in  itself,  and  contrary  to  what  this  author  himself  elsewhere 
allows,  who  acknowledges  that  God  can,  if  he  thinks  fit,  prescribe 
things  of  a  positive  nature.  See  Mor.  Phil.  vol.  1.  pp.  87,  88.  And 
indeed,  things  of  this  kind  may  be  so  circumstanced  as  to  be  sub- 
servient to  me  main  ends  of  religion ;  they  may  be  instituted  for 
wise  purposes.  Such  evidently  were  some  of  the  ritual  injunctions 
of  the  law  of  Moses ;  and  we  have  reason  to  think  so  of  all  the 
rest,  though  we  may  not  be  able  to  assign  the  particular  reasons  of 
them  at  this  distance.  And  therefore,  such  a  series  of  glorious 
miracles,  wrought  in  attestation  of  a  body  of  laws,  containing  such 
ritual  injunctions  as  well  as  moral  precepts,  may  be  reasonaSly  re^ 
garded  as  giving  an  attestation  to  those  ritual  injunctions,  as  making 
up  a  part  of  those  laws.  And  as  to  what  the  author  there  adds, 
concerning  the  absurdity  of  making  a  law,  enjoining  such  ceremonial 
rites  to  be  the  *  irreversible  unalterable  will  of  God,'  this  is  wrongly 
represented.  That  law,  in  the  ritual  part  of  it,  was  never  designed 
to  be  irreversible  and  unalterable,  but  was  only  assigned  to  he  in 
force  till  a  more  perfect  dispensation  should  succeed)  to  which  it 
was  intended  to  be  preparatory  and  subservient. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  what  our  author  offers  with  regard  to  the 
miracles  wrought  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And  here,  first,  he 
would  persuade  us,  that  Christ's  miracles  were  not  done  at  all  with 
a  view  to  prove  his  divine  mission,  or  the  truth  and  divinity  of  his 
doctrines,  but  only  *  to  procure  him  a  sufficient  degree  of  attention 
from  the  people,  8cc.     For  that  they  having  heard  of  nothing  but 
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miracles,  and  having  been  settled  in  nothing  but  what  had  been 
confirmed  and  proved  by  miracles,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
him  to  work  more  and  greater  miracles  than  had  been  done  before, 
without  which  he  could  never  have  gained  any  regard  to  the  most 
obvious  truths  from  so  stupid  a  generation/  &c.  He  adds,  that 
'their  attention  being  once  procured,  it  was  the  native  intrinsic 
evidence  of  eternal,  immutable,  divine  truth,  that  convinced  the 
understanding,  and  made  its  own  way  to  the  hearts  and  consciences' 
of  men.*  And  that  *  though  miracles  might  be  necessary  to  make 
way  for  this  and  procure  attention,  they  could  be  no  proper  evidence 
or  additional  proof  of  it,'  p.  33,  &c. 

But  since  our  Saviour  was  undoubtedly  the  best  judge  of  the 
design  of  his  own  miracles,  it  is  but  just  to  consider  the  account  he 
himself  gives  of  them.  It  is  evident  that  he  speaks  of  himself  all 
along  as  sent  from  Ood,  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  as  a  person  of 
wonderful  dignity,  the  only-begotten  Son  of  God,  in  a  most  eminent 
and  transcendent  sense,  in  which  that  character  can  be  attributed 
to  no  other,  and  as  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  Father's  will :  and 
that  accordingly  he  claimed  their  regard  to  his  mission  as  divine ; 
he  spoke  to  them  as  with  a  divine  authority,  and  urged  it  upon  them 
as  tneir  indispensable  dutv  to  believe  in  him  and  obey  him.  Now 
what  were  the  proofe  and  evidences  he  brought  of  this  his  divine 
authority  and  mission?  It  is  undeniably  evident,  from  the  passages 
I  cited  in  my  former  book,  p.  28,  that  he  himself  appeals  to  the 
illustrious  miracles  he  performed,  as  plain  and  sufficient  proofs  and 
evidences  of  it.  These  his  miracles  he  represents  as  '  works  which 
bis  Father  had  given  him  to  finish  ;'  yea,  that  it  was  *  the  Father 
that  dwelt  in  him  that  did  these  works ;  that  they  were  wrought  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  by  the  finger,  that  is,  the  power  of  Goa.  He 
expressly  represents  them  as  a  testimony  given  to  him  by  God  him-* 
self;  and  that  they  bore  witness  to  him,  that  the  '  Father  had  sent 
him ;'  and  that  he  was  *  in  the  Father,'  and  the  '  Father  in  him.* 
And  accordingly,  he  urges  his  wonderful  works  as  a  reason  why  they 
should  not  merely  attend  to  him,  but  believe  in  him,  and  receive 
with  an  unshaken  faith  the  declarations  he  made,  and  the  doctrines 
he  taught  in  his  Fathei^'s  name.  See  John  v.  36,  x.  24,  25,  37,  38, 
xiv.  10,  1  l.Matt.  xii.  28, 3 1.  Luke  xi.  20.  From  all  which  passages 
it  is  extremely  evident,  that  our  Saviour  represents  the  miracles  he 
performed  as  really  and  in  themselves  a  just  and  valid  testimony  to 
the  divinity  of  his  mission  and  to  the  truth  and  certainty  of  his 
doctrines.  And  accordingly,  it  is  manifest  that  he  appeals  to  his 
miracles  as  proofs,  in  cases  where  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  there 
was  any  intrinsic  evidence  in  the  nature  of  the  thing  to  support  his 
declarations.  So  in  the  fifth  chapter  of  John  he  had  declared,  that 
*  as  the  Father  raiseth  the  dead,  and  quickeneth  them,  even  so  the 
Son  quickeneth  whom  he  will  ;*  that  the  Father  had  *  given  him 
authority  to  execute  judgment;'  and  that  all  that  were  *in  the 
graves  should  hear  his  voice,  and  should  come  forth  to  the  resur- 
rection of  life  or  of  damnation.'  What  was  the  evidence  upon 
which  the  Jews  were  to  beheve  these  declarations  ?    Was  there  any 
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thing  in  the  nature  of  the  thing  that  could  merely  by  its  own  in- 
trinsic evidence,  persuade  the  Jews  that  Christ  was  the  person 
appointed  by  the  Fatlier  to  raise  the  dead  and  judge  the  world  ? 
Will  our  author  say  in  this  case,  that  it  was  the  ^  native  intrinsic 
evidence  of  immutable  eternal  truth'  that  convinced  their  under- 
standings ?  No.  The  credit  of  these  declarations  rested  not  merely 
on  the  nature  of  the  thing,  but  on  the  proofs  he  gave  of  his  divine 
mission,  that  he  was  indeed  extraordinarily  sent  of  God,  and  that 
what  he  delivered  as  from  God  was  true,  as  being  confirmed  by  the 
testimony  of  God  himself.  And  accordingly,  after  having  made 
those  declarations,  he  expressly  appeals  to  nis  miracles,  as  bearing 
testimony  to  him  in  a  manner  that  could  not  be  denied  or  contested. 
See  ver.  36. 

The  only  proof  this  writer  brings,  that  our  Saviour  did  not  pro- 
duce his  miracles  as  evidences  of  his  divine  mission,  or  of  his  being 
a  true  prophet  sent  from  God,  is  this ;  that  when  the  Pharisees 
attributed  his  miracles  to  a  confederacy  with  Beelzebub,  the  prince 
of  the  devils,  our  Saviour  answered  them,  Mf  I  by  Beelzebub  cast 
out  devils,  by  whom  do  your  sons  cast  them  out?  therefore  they 
shall  be  your  judges.'  Which  words  suppose,  that  *  their  own  sons 
or  their  own  party  cast  out  devils  by  some  means,  and  to  some  ends 
and  purposes  or  other;  which  was,  doubtless,  to  support  their  own 
superstition,  or  to  maintain  their  usurped  dominion  over  the  under- 
standings and  consciences  of  men,  by  the  specious  and  plausible 
pretence  of  miracles,  as  a  proof  of  divine  authority,  p.  35. 

It  is  hard  to  know  what  our  author  would  brin^  tnis  argument  to 
prove.  Docs  he  intend  it  for  a  proof  that  our  Saviour  here  supposes 
or  grants,  that  the  Pharisees  or  any  false  prophets  wrought,  or 
could  work  as  glorious  miracles  in  confirmation  of  their  own  super- 
stition and  tyranny,  as  those  which  he  himself  performed  ?  It  is 
impossible  that  this  could  be  his  intention  in  this  passage :  because 
it  is  undeniably  manifest,  from  the  passages  already  produced,  that 
he  appeals  upon  all  occasions  to  his  miracles ;  and  all  alon^  goes 
upon  this  foundation,  that  none  but  one  that  was  extraordinarily 
sent  of  God  could  perform  such  works  as  he  did.  He  expressly 
declares,  speaking  of  the  scribes  and  pharisees,  and  rulers  of  the 
Jews,  that  rejected  him,  that  if  he  *  haa  not  done  the  works  among 
them  which  no  other  man  did,  they  had  not  had  sin.'  John  xv.  24. 
Which  plainly  implies,  that  the  miracles  he  wrought  were  such  as 
no  deceiver  could  perform  ;  and  that  they  were  proper  proofs  and 
evidences  of  his  divine  mission,  and  of  the  truth  of  what  he  taught 
and  delivered  in  the  name  of  God. 

What  then  is  the  argument  the  author  would  found  upon  this 
passage  ?  The  utmost  that  can  be  made  of  it  is  this,  that  there 
were  some  among  the  Jews,  and  of  whom  the  Pharisees  had  a  good 
opinion,  that  did  cast  out  devils.  And,  for  any  thing  that  appears 
to  the  contraiy,  they  might  really  be  good  men,  who  were  enabled  . 
to  perform  some  extraordinary  works  of  this  kind  for  the  ^ood  of 
mankind  and  for  the  relief  of  the  aiBicted  and  oppressed,  without  a 
particular  view  to  the  attestation  of  any  doctrines.     Nor  doth  it 
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appear  that  those  that  did  these  works  set  up  for  teachers  at  all ; 
though  this  writer,  without  the  least  proof,  supposes  that  they 
wrought  these  miracles  in  confirmation  of  the  pecuhar  superstitions 
of  the  Pharisees ;  whereas,  if  they  were  wrought  in  testimony  of  any 
thing  at  all,  it  was  in  testimony  to  the  supreme- power  and  glory  of 
the  only  true  God,  whom  the  Jews  worshipped,  in  opposition  to  the 
heathen  deities  and  demon-worship.  But  the  trutn  is,  it  doth  not 
appear  that  there  were  then  any  among  the  Jews  that  did  really 
cast  out  devils,  nor  doth  our  Saviour's  argument  necessarily  suppose 
it.  The  people  were  mightily  struck  with  the  evidence  of  his  mir- 
acles, and  concluded  from  thence,  that  he  must  be  the  Son  of 
David,  i.  e.  the  promised  Messiah,  Matt  xii.  S2,  23.  And  this,  by 
the  way,  manifestly  shows,  that  the  miracles  he  performed  were  of 
an  extraordinary  and  peculiar  nature.  And  if  any  other,  at  that 
time,  pretended  to  perform  any  wonderful  works,  it  is  plain  that  the 
people  themselves  were  convinced  that  there  was  a  vast  difference 
between  him  and  them,  and  between  his  works  and  theirs."^  The 
Pharisees,  to  take  off  the  force  of  this  impression,  did  not  pretend 
that  there  were  persons  among  themselves  that  wrought  as  great 
miracles  as  he ;  which  undoubtedly  they  would  have  done,  if  they 
could  have  said  it  with  the  least  appearance  of  truth  ;  because  this 
would  have  plainly  showed  that  his  doing  such  works,  which  many 
others  performed  as  well  as  he,  could  not  be  a  proof  or  evidence 
that  he  was  the  Christ.  But  it  is  evident  they  could  not  say  this, 
and  therefore  were  forced  to  have  recourse  to  a  very  absurd  pretence, 
viz.  that  he  '  cast  out  devils  by  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of  the  devils/ 
This  carried  an  intimation  in  it,  that  his  miracles  were  indeed  extra- 
ordinary,  and  of  a  nature  far  superior  to  any  works  that  other  per- 
sons performed  ;  but  that  this  was  owing  to  his  being  assisted  by  the 
'prince  of  the  devils,'  and  whose  power  and  dominion  were  far 
superior  to  all  the  rest.  Our  Saviour  shows  the  absurdity  of  this, 
both  by  a  direct  ar^ment  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  and  by  an 
argument  ad  hommem.  The  direct  argument  is  drawn  from  the 
^at  absurdity  of  supposing  that  Satan  should  cast  out  Satan ;  as 
if  that  subtle  and  malicious  spirit  would  enter  into  a  confederacy  to 
exert  his  own  power  for  the  good  of  mankind,  and  to  dispossess  his 
own  associates,  and  thus  engage  against  the  interests  of  his  own 
kingdom.  The  other  argument  was  ad  hominem.  *  If  I  by  Beel- 
zebub cast  out  devils,  by  whom  do  your  children  cast  them  out  ? 
therefore  they  shall  be  your  judges.*  There  were  several  among 
the  Jews  at  that  time,  that  pretended  to  be  exorcists  and  to  cast 
out  devils.  An  instance  of  tnis  we  have  in  the  sons  of  Sceva,  men- 
tioned Acts  xix.  13.  Now  the  Pharisees  were  far  from  charging 
those  persons  with  acting  in  a  confederacy  with  Satan.  Our  Saviour 
therefore  ui^es  them  with  this,  to  show  their  unreasonable  partiality, 
and  the  malice  and  injustice  of  their  charge.  But  this  does  not 
necessarily  suppose  that  any  of  them  did  really  cast  out  devils,  or 

*  We  find  the  people,  on  another  occasion,  saying,  *It  was  never  so  seen  in  Israel.' 
Matt.  ix.  S3. 
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that  our  Saviour  himself  thought  so.  It  was  enough  that  they 
pretended  to  do  it>  and  that  the  Pharisees  acknowledged  it,  or  pre- 
tended to  acknowledge  it  For,  in  this  case,  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment was  still  the  same,  and  they  were  manifestly  self-condemned, 
which  was  all  our  Saviour  intended  by  it 

As  to  what  this  writer  pretends,  that  our  Saviour  there  laid  the 
whole  stress  of  his  argument^  not  upon  the  extraordinary  nature 
of  his  works,  but  upon  the  ends  and  purposes  for  which  they  were 
performed  ;  and  that  he  '  insisted  upon  it,  that  his  miracles  were 
all  exerted  for  the  good  of  mankind  ;  and  not  only  for  their  out- 
ward  temporal  good,  but  to  enlighten  their  understandings,  and 
bring  them  to  the  true  knowledge  of  God  and  themselves,'  &c. 
Though  it  be  very  true  in  itself,  that  his  miracles  were  designed 
for  the  good  of  mankind,  spiritual  and  temporal,  yet  it  is  not  true 
that  this  is  what  our  Saviour  here  insists  upon  in  his  argument 
with  the  Pharisees.  There  is  not  one  word  here  offered  to  this 
purpose.  And  whereas  this  writer  takes  upon  him  to  affirm,  that 
abstracting  from  the  end  for  which  our  Saviour's  miracles  were 
wrought,  *  the  plea  of  the  scribes  and  Pharisees,  as  to  any  ai^o- 
ment  from  miracles,  must  have  been  as  good  as  Christ's  own  plea, 
and  have  eone  as  far/  p.  36.  This  goes  upon  the  supposition, 
that  the  scnbes  and  Phansees  performed  miracles  equal  to  those 
of  Christ  A  supposition  which  is  absolutely  false,  and  which 
they  themselves  never  had  the  confidence  to  pretend.  1  add,  that 
in  wis  very  passage  we  are  now  considering,  our  Saviour  plainly 
supposes  that  the  miracles  he  wrought  were  such  as  manifested 
a  divine  agency  :  and  that  resisting  them,  was  resisting  the  strongs 
est  evidence.  For  it  is  on  this  occasion  that  he  represents  the 
great  danger  and  unpardonable  guilt  of  the  sin  or  blasphemy 
against  the  Holy  Ghost,  viz.  ascribing  the  works  of  God  to  the 
power  of  Satan. 

I  need  not  take  notice  of  what  our  author  goes  on  to  observe, 
that  wicked  men  might  work  miracles,  and  that  Christ  himself 
supposes,  that  some  that  had  '  done  wonderful  works  in  his 
name,'  should  be  rejected  at  the  last  day  as  workers  of  iniquity, 

E.  36.  This  hath  been  fully  considered  and  obviated  in  the  book 
e  pretends  to  answer.  See  Divine  Authority,  pp.  26,  384.  But 
it  may  be  proper  to  make  some  remarks  on  what  he  offers  con- 
cerning the  faith  of  healing,  which,  he  tells  us,  'was  indispensably 
necessary  to  the  bodily  cures,  whether  the  person  healed  was  a 
morally  good  or  bad  man.  '  Dost  thou  believe  ?  if  thou  believest, 
thou  mayest  be  healed ;  thy  fiaiith  hath  made  thee  whole ;  and  be 
it  unto  thee  according  to  thy  faith ;'  was  the  constant  language  and 
indispensable  condition  of  those  miraculous  cures.'  He  says, 
'  that  this  faith  only  wrought  by  the  force  and  power  of  imagina- 
tion, and  must  have  had  the  effects,  whether  it  had  been  well  or 
ill  grounded.'  He  observes,  that  '  Christ  could  work  few  or  no 
miracles  among  his  neighbours,  the  Galileans,  because  of  their  un- 
belief;' and  that  one  should  think,  had  the  miracles  been  intended 
as  a  test  of  truth,  they  ought  chiefly  to  have  been  wrought  upon 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CONSIDERED   AND    REFUTED.  359 

unbelievers,  as  the  most  effectual  means  of  their  conviction  and 
conversion :  but  it  is  plain  the  case  was  quite  otherwise/  pp. 
37, 38. 

The  design  of  all  this  seems  evidently  to  be,  to  depreciate 
Christ's  miracles,  as  if  the   miraculous   cures  he  wrought  were 
rather  owing  to  the  strength  of  fancy  and  imagination  in  the  pa- 
tient, than  to  power  in  the  agent.     But  there  are  many  of  his  mi- 
racles, with  respect  to  which  there  can  be  no  pretence  for  alleging 
this.     If  the  strength  of  their  own  imagination  could  have  an  in- 
fluence to  hed  the  persons  themselves  that  were  under  the  ma- 
lady, could  that  of  otners  do  it  ?     Could  the  centurion's  faith,  that 
is,  because  in  this  author's  sense  be  had  a  strong  imagination  him* 
self,  could  this  heal  his  dying  servant  ?     Or  could  the  ruler's  faith 
heal  his  son,  and  that  in  an  instant,  and  at  a  distance  ?     I  suppose  it 
will  scarce   be  pretended,   that  in   the  case  of  his    raising  the 
dead,  the  imagination     of  the  dead  persons  themselves  was  so 
strong,   as  to  contribute    to    their   own   resurrection.     Or  could 
the    faith    of  Mailha    and    Mary,   that    is,   as  the  author  un- 
derstands  it,  the  strength  of  their  imamnation,  raise  their  brother 
Lazarus  from  the  grave,  after  he  had  lain  dead  there  four  days  ? 
If  Christ  ordinarily  required  faith    in  those   whom   he  healed, 
(though  many  instances  mi^ht  be  produced  of  his  healing  persons 
without  any  previous  requiring  them  to  believe ;  as  in  the  case  of 
his  healing  the  man  with  the  withered  hand,  Marie  iii.  3,  5,  and 
the  impotent  man  that  had  an  infirmity  thirty  eight  years,  John 
V.  6,  7,  8,  and  in  the  case  of  his  heahng  the  high-priest's  servant 
that  had  his  ear  cut  off,  and  who  was  one  of  those  that  came  to  appre- 
hend him ;)  but  if  he  ordinarily  required  faith  in  those  on  whom 
he  wrought  the  rairades,  the  design  is  plain,  it  was  to  let  them  see 
what  was  the  true  and  proper  end  of  his  miracles  ;  that  it  was  not 
merely  to  do  acts  of  kmdness  to  their  bodies,  but  to  confirm  his 
divine  mission,  and  strengthen  their  faith  in  him ;  and  that  their  be- 
lieving in  him,  and  submitting  to  the  evidence  he  brought,  was  a  pro- 
per disposition  of  mind,  pleasing  to  God,  and  which  tended  to  qualify 
them  for  partaking  of  his  benefits.     As  to  our  author's  insinuation, 
that  Christ  ought  to  have  wrought  his  miracles  for  the  conviction  and 
conversion  of  unbelievers  ;  but  that  this  was  not  the  case :  it  is 
certain  that  this  was  one  great  design  of  Christ's  miracles.;  and 
accordingly  they  had  this  effect,  that  many  that  did  not  believe  in 
him  before,  were  brought  by  the  evidence  of  his  miracles  to  believe; 
though  where  persons  manifested  an  invincible  hardness  and  infide- 
lity, they  were  justly  left  to  the  effect  of  their  own  obstinacy.    And 
when  it  is  said  that  he  *  could  not  do  many  mighty  works  among 
his  countrymen  of  Nazareth,  *  because  of  their  unbelief,'  it  is 
plain  this  was  not  owing  to  any  want  of  power  in  him  to  perform 
nis  mighty  works ;  but  when  he  saw  them  so  obstinate  and  hEird- 
ened  in  their  incredulity,  that  no  miracles  would  have  an  influence 
upon  them,  and  that  instead  of  giving  a  due  attention  to  his  doc- 
trine they  rejected  it,  and  went  about  to  kill  him ;  he  judged  them 
unworthy  to  have  many  miracles  wrought  among  them,  though 
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be  did  some.  And  both  in  Scripture  and  other  writings^  it  is  a 
very  usual  way  of  speaking,  that  persons  cannot  do  a  thing,  which, 
for  good  reasons,  they  do  not  think  fit  to  do. 

I  shall  only,  before  I  leave  this  section,  take  notice  of  one  thing 
more,  which  this  writer  has  advanced  with  as  much  confidence  as 
if  it  were  certainly  true,  and  he  could  prove  it ;  and  that  is,  that 
when  ^  St.  Paul  came  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the  Gentiles,  we  hear 
but  very  little  of  any  miracle  wrought  among  them.'*  He  had  a 
gospel  to  preach,  and  doctrines  to  be  deliveiid  to  them  that  must 
make  their  own  way,  and  force  conviction  as  soon  as  they  came  to 
be  duly  considered,  p.  42.  The  contrary  to  this  is  so  true,  that 
almost  all  the  miracles  we  read  of,  that  were  done  by  St.  Paul, 
were  wrought  among  the  Gentiles,  and  for  their  conviction,  to 
bring  them  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth.  Thus,  -Acts  xr. 
12,  we  find  that  Barnabas  and  Paul  *  declared  what  miracles  and 
wonders  God  had  wrought  among  the  Gentiles  by  them.'  The 
great  miracles  he  wrought,  during  his  stay  at  Ephesus,  were 
wrought  not  mereljr  before  the  Jews,  but  principally  before  the 
Greeks,  and  had  an  influence  to  convert  them  to  the  faith,  xix.  10, 
11,  See,  17, 18.  To  the  Corinthians,  who  had  been  for  the  most 
part  Gentiles,  he  declares,  that  *  truly  the  signs  of  an  apostle  were 
wrought  by  him  among  them,  in  signs,  and  wonders,  and  mighty 
deeds,'  1  Cor.  xii.  12.  And  to  the  Romans,  giving  an  account  of 
his  preaching  the  gospel  amon^  the  Gentiles,  and  the  progress  he 
had  made,  he  speaks  of  the  *  things  which  Christ  had  wrought  by 
him,  to  make  the  Gentiles  obedient  by  word  and  deed,  through 
mighty  signs  and  wonders,  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  of  God,' 
Rom.  XV.  18, 19.  And  though  no  part  of  St.  Paul's  doctrine  was  con- 
trary to  the  clear  and  evident  principles  of  right  reason,  yet  it  is 
incontestably  evident,  to  any  one  that  ever  read  his  epistles,  that 
several  of  the  doctrines  he  taught  were  such  as  coula  never  have 
been  proved  by  reason  alone,  or  have  made  their  way  to  the  minds 
of  men  merely  by  their  own  native  force  and  intrinsic  evidence ; 
and  the  proper  proof  of  which  rested  on  the  evidence  there  was  of 
his  having  received  what  he  taught  by  revelation  from  God,  and 
bein^  under  the  unerring  guidance  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  And,  it  is 
certam,  that  this  was  what  he  himself  pretended  to,  and  on  that 
account  claimed  a  regard  to  the  doctrines  which  he  preached,  as 
of  divine  authority.  As  hath  been  fully  proved  in  my  former  book, 
pp.  218,  219. 

Thus  I  have  considered  every  thing  this  writer  has  to  show,  that 
mimcles  can  in  no  case  be  proper  proofs  and  evidences  of  the  divine 

*  We  find  St.  Paul,  in  his  admirable  discourse  to  the  Athenians,  appeals  to 
Christ's  resurrection  from  the  dead,  as  a  certain  proof  and  assurance  to  mankind  of 
his  being  appointed  by  God  to  judge  the  world,  as  he  himself  had  declared,  Acts  xvii. 
31.  And  elsewhere  the  same  apostle  saith,  that  Christ '  was  declared  to  be  the  Son  of 
God  with  power  by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead,'  Rom.  i.  4.  From  whence,  it  is 
evident,  that  in  the  iudgment  of  this  great  apostle,  for  whom  our  author  professes  so 
great  a  regard,  miracles  may  be  of  such  a  nature,  and  so  circumstanced,  as  to  yield  a  pro- 
per and  sufficient  attestation  to  the  truth  of  a  person's  divine  mission,  and  to  the  autho- 
rity of  his  doctrine. 
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mission  of  any  person,  or  the  truth  and  divine  anthoiity  of  any  doc- 
trine ;  and,  particularly,  that  the  miracles  wrought  by  Moses^  and 
these  wrought  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  nis  apostles,  even 
taking  the  account  of  them  for  true,  as  given  in  the  sacred  writ- 
ings, were  not  such  proofs  and  evidences.  It  is  very  likely^  that 
in  his  great  sufficiency  he  may  well  pronounce  concerning  what  I 
have  here  said^  as  well  as  he  has  done  concerning  what  was  said 
on  this  subject  in  my  former  book,  that*  it  is  'entirely  oratorial 
and  declamatory^  without  any  thing  of  argument  in  it/  and  that  it 
is  to  no  purpose  to  follow  me  in  such  a  wild-goose  chase.  And 
the  world,  no  doubt^  by  this  time,  must  be  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  ability,  the  candour,  and  modesty  of  this  writer,  and  to 
take  his  bare  word  for  it  that  it  is  so. 

1  have  hitherto  proceeded  upon  the  supposition  of  the  truth  of 
the  miraculous  facts,  recorded  to  have  been  done  at  the  first  estab- 
lishment of  the  Jewish  and  Christian  dispensation.  If  the  ques- 
tion be,  what  reason  there  is  to  think  that  those  facts  are  true,  and 
to  be  depended  on ;  1  answer,  that  they  come  to  us  with  all  the 
evidence  that  can  be  reasonably  desired,  or  that  the  nature  of  the 
thing  will  admit  of,  and  it  were  perfectly  absurd  and  unreasonable 
to  desire .  more.  The  only  way  that  all  mankind  do,  and  must 
dei^end  upon,  for  knowing  past  facts,  is  either  by  oral  tradition, 
which  may  indeed  serve  to  preserve  the  remembrance  of  some 
principal  facts,  but  is  not  much  to  be  depended  on  for  an  exact 
conveyance  of  laws,  doctrines,  and  the  particular  circumstances  of 
fact ;  or  by  authentic  records  written  at  the  time  when  the  facts 
were  done,  and  the  laws  given.  And  all  the  world  owns,  that 
these  may  in  many  cases,  be  so  circumstanced,  that  we  cannot 
reasonably  doubt  of  the  facts  and  laws  so  transmitted.  If  God 
should,  in  his  great  goodness,  make  an  extraordinary  revelation  of 
his  will,  concerning  matters  of  great  importance  to  mankind,  the 
possibility,  and  even  usefulness  of  which  our  author  pretends  not 
to  deny ;  and  if,  to  convince  the  world  of  the  truth  and  divinity  of 
that  revelation,  he  should  cause  it  to  be  accompanied  with  the 
most  illustrious  miraculous  attestations ;  in  this  case  it  would  be 
sufficient  that  those  attestations  were  given  when  that  revelation 
was  first  published  to  the  world.*  And  this  being  once  done,  and 
the  authority  of  those  doctrines  and  laws  fully  estabUshed,  all  that 
would  be  necessary  for  the  use  of  mankind,  in  succeeding  ages, 
would  be  this ;  that  those  laws  and  doctrines,  together  with  an 
account  of  those  extraordinary  miraculous  attestations,  should  be 
transmitted  in  such  a  manner,  and  with  such  a  degree  of  evidence, 
as  might  be  safely  depended  upon,  and  give  a  sufficient  reasonable 
assurance,  that  these  are  the  laws  or  doctrines  that  were  originally 
given  as  by  revelation  from  God,  and  that  these  facts  were  done. 
And  this  is  the  case  of  the  Mosaic  and  Christian  revelation.  The 
laws  and  doctrines  of  both  were  at  first  published  in  the  most 

*  That  to  desire  that  those  miraculous  attestations  should  be  continaallj  repeated, 
would  be  9,  most  unreasonable  demand,  I  have  shown,  pp.  22,  23. 
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open  and  public  manner.  Those  of  Moses  were  delivered  to  a 
whole  nation,  who  were  to  be  governed  by  those  laws,  in  their 
successive  generations.  The  Christian  laws  and  doctrines  were 
immediately  published  throughout  a  considerable  part  of  the  then 
known  world,  by  persons  divinely  commissioned  to  that  purpose. 
The  facts  whereby  ooth  the  Mosaical  and  Christian  revelation  was 
attested  were  done  in  pubUc  view,  before  great  numbers  of  per- 
sons ;  they  were  of  such  a  nature,  and  attended  with  such  circum- 
stances, such  evidence  of  their  reality,  that  those  that  were  eye- 
witnesses of  them  could  not  be  deceived  in  them  themselves,  or  doubt 
of  their  reality,  without  renouncing  the  testimony  of  all  their 
senses.  Upon  the  credit  of  these  facts,  as  undeniably  true  and 
evident,  those  laws  and  doctrines  were  immediately  received  by 
great  numbers  who  had  all  possible  opportunities  of  knowing  whe- 
ther those  facts  were  true ;  and  many  of  whom  were  deeply  pre- 
judiced against  the  laws,  &c.  so  attested.  The  remembrance  of 
those  doctrines  and  facts  was  not  merely  handed  down  by  oral  tra- 
dition, but  they  were  immediately  committed  to  writing ;  and  these 
writings  were  published  in  that  very  age,  and  among  the  persons 
that  could  not  but  know  whether  those  accounts  were  true.  The 
writings  containing  an  account  of  the  law  of  Moses,  and  the  facts 
whereby  it  was  attested,  were  published  by  Moses  himself  before 
his  own  death.  Nor  were  they  to  be  concealed  or  kept  private  in 
a  few  hands,  but  by  the  express  appointment  of  the  law  itself  were 
to  be  made  known  and  considei^  by  all  the  people,  who  were 
carefully  to  instruct  their  children  in  the  knowledge  both  of  Uie 
laws  and  facts.  And  accordingly  we  find  that  nation,  in  all  their 
various  revolutions,  still  in  possession  of  those  laws,  and  still  pre- 
serving a  remembrance  of  those  extraordinary  facts.  And,  indeed, 
there  was  all  possible  provision  made  in  the  law  itself  for  keeping 
up  the  constant  remembrance  of  those  facts  by  several  remarkable 
constitutions,  which  were  designed  for  this  very  purpose.  Those 
writings  are  still  regarded,  as  containing  the  rule  both  of  their 
civil  and  religious  policy,  from  which,  even  in  the  times  of  their 
greatest  degeneracy,  they  never  totally  and  universally  apostatized ; 
and  there^re  were  still  looked  upon  by  many  among  them  with 
veneration,  and  their  sacredness  and  divine  authonty  acknow- 
ledged. And  if  we  examine  the  writings  themselves,  they  bear  all 
the  characters  of  genuine  antiquity,  and  the  original  simplici^. 
Nor  have  any  alterations  been  made  in  them  in  those  instances,  m 
which  it  may  be  justly  supposed  the  Jews,  in  succeeding  ages, 
would  have  altered  them,  it*  they  durst  have  attempted  to  corrupt 
them  at  all. 

And  with  respect  to  the  original  Christian  records,  they  were 
immediately  dispersed  in  the  very  age  in  which  they  were  first 
written,  that  is,  in  the  age  in  which  the  laws  were  published  and 
the  facts  were  done.  In  that  age  they  were  dispersed  into  many 
hands  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  received  with  great  veneration, 
read  in  the  public  assemblies,  soon  translated  into  various  languages, 
ever  since  constantly  appealed  to  by  friends  and  enemies,  by  persons 
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of  different  sects  and  parties,  and  with  different  views,  large  portions 
of  them  transcribed  into  the  writings  of  others,  and  commented 
upon.  A  general  corruption  of  them,  either  in  the  doctrines  or  facts^ 
as  the  case  was  circumstanced » if  it  had  been  attempted,  would  have 
been  an  impossible  thin^.  And  it  is  evident,  in  fact,  that  they 
have  not  been  corrupted,  m  instances  where  it  might  be  supposed  to 
have  been  the  interest  and  inclination  of  some  persons  to  nave  cor- 
rupted them.  Nothing  appears  in  them  of  the  corruption  of  the  follow- 
ing ages.  They  carry  all  the  marks  of  genuine  purity  and  simpli- 
city that  any  writings  can  possibly  have.  Upon  the  whole,  there  is 
as  much  evidence  as  can  reasonably  be  desii^ed,  that  these  are  the 
very  original  laws  and  doctrines,  and  the  original  accounts  of  those 
facts  written  in  the  very  age  in  which  those  facts  were  done.  And 
I  do  not  see  what  can  reasonably  be  expected  more ;  unless  we  are 
resolved  not  to  believe,  except  we  ourselves,  at  this  distance,  have 
ocular  demonstration  of  the  facts  done  in  past  ages ;  which  is  to 
demand  a  thing  absurd  and  impossible.  AH  this  is  what  I  have 
largely^shown  in  a  former  treatise,  to  which  I  have  referred  in  a  book 
this  author  has  undertaken  to  answer,  p.  39.  Yet  he  thinks  fit  fre- 
quently to  represent  me  as  taking  the  facts  for  granted,  without 
having  offered  the  least  proof.  But  I  know  no  obligation  I  am 
under  to  repeat  the  proof  in  every  book,  when  I  had  done  it  lamely 
and  fully  before,  to  which  no  answer  has  been  yet  returned.  I  shall 
however  take  some  notice,  in  the  next  chapter,  of  what  he  offers 
with  regard  to  the  law  of  Moses,  and  the  tacts  whereby  that  law 
was  attested.  And  as  to  the  original  records  of  Christianity,  Mr. 
Chapman  has  fully  shown  that  they  are  transmitted  to  us  with  un- 
questionable evidence  of  their  being  genuine  and  uncorrupted  in  all 
material  points,  both  as  to  doctrines  and  facts.  Our  author  has  not 
thought  fit  to  answer  what  that  learned  writer  has  urged  on  this 
head,  and  yet  persists  as  securely  in  repeating  his  general  clamours 
about  the  uncertainty  of  human  testimony,  as  if  nothing  at  all  had 
been  offered  in  this  case ;  or  as  if  he  himself  had  clearly  confuted  it 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  law  of  Moses  is  in  itself  reasonable  and  excellent.  This  does  not  render  the 
attestation  given  it  by  miracles  needless  3  but  strengthens  and  enforces  it.  The 
covenant  of  peculiaritj  not  a  vain  pretence  and  national  delusion.  The  argument 
brought  against  it  from  the  authority  of  St.  Paul  and  the  nature  of  the  Abrahamic 
covenant  considered.  The  God  of  Israel  not  represented  in  Scripture  as  a  national, 
local,  tutelar  deity.  The  author's  strange  way  of  accounting  for  some  of  Moses's 
miracles.  The  extravagance  of  his  suppositions  shown.  The  objections  against 
his  being  the  author  of  the  Pentateuch,  considered  and  obviated.    The  plan  Moses 
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Uid  down  for  the  conqaest  of  Canaan,  not  inconsiatent  with  tho  nature  of  the  pro- 
miae  made  to  Abraham.     Other  exceptiona  of  thia  writer  conaidered. 

The  principal  desi^  of  my  former  book  was  to  Tindicate  the 
Mosaical  and  Christian  revelsUion  against  the  objections  thia  writer 
had  brought  against  them.  And  before  I  entered  on  a  particular 
discussion  of  his  objections  against  the  law  of  Moses,  I  premised 
some  general  considerations  concerning  the  nature  and  design  of 
that  law.  It  was  shown,  that  its  moral  precepts  were  pure  and 
excellent;  that  its  ritual  injunctions  were  appointed  for  wise  rea- 
sons ;  that  the  whole  Mosaic  constitution  was  aesigned  for  excellent 
ends ;  for  preserving  the  knowledge  and  worship  of  the  only  true 
God  in  opposition  to  all  idolatry,  and  for  engaging  those  to  whom 
it  was  given  to  the  practice  of  righteousness ;  that  it  was  a  consti- 
tution l£at  answered  many  wise  purposes  of  Divine  Providence,  and 
was  made  subservient  to  the  general  good  of  mankind.  This  was 
in  opposition  to  the  odious  representation  this  writer  has  made  of 
the  law  of  Moses,  as  if  it  was  the  worst  constitution  in  the  world. 
In  this  last  book,  which  is  professedly  written  in  vindication  of  his 
former,  he  has  been  pleased  to  pass  by  what  I  had  offered  concern- 
ing the  excellency  ot  that  law,  and  thinks  it  sufficient  to  observe, 
that  by  endeavouring  to  show  the]  reasonableness  and  excellency  of 
that  law,  I  have  '  entirely  overthrown  and  given  up  the  argument  of 
my  first  chanter,  concerning  the  proof  from  miracles.  With  this 
observation  he  begins  his  second  section,'  pp.  53,  54.  But  the 
weakness  of  this  pretence,  and  the  consistency  of  the  scheme  I 
advanced,  has  been  fully  shown.*  If  I  had  a6Srmed  that  the  rea- 
sonableness and  good  tendency  of  the  Mosaic  constitution  was 
alone  considered  a  sufficient  proof  that  Moses  had  it  by  extraordinary 
revelation  from  God,  this  would  have  been  a  contradicting  my  first 
chapter,  in  which  I  say,  that  '  the  reasonableness  of  a  doctrine  or 
law  will  never  alone  prove  that  the  man  that  teaches  that  doctrine, 
or  brings  that  law,  had  it  by  immediate  revelation  from  God/ 
But  to  say  that,  because  I  assert  the  reasonableness  and  excellent 
design  of  that  law,  therefore  I  cannot  consistently  lay  any  stress 
upon  the  extraordinary  miraculous  attestations  that  were  given  to 
that  law,  as  proofs  of  its  divine  authority,  is  a  strange  way  of  argu- 
ing. On  the  contrary,  this  sets  the  proof  from  miracles  in  the 
strongest  light.  For,  though  it  might  be  justly  concluded,  from 
the  very  nature  and  circumstances  of  those  miracles,  that  they  were 
such  as  could  never  be  done,  nor  would  God  suffer  them  to  be  done 
in  attestation  of  an  imposture ;  yet,  when  to  this  it  is  farther  added, 
that  the  main  design  of  that  law  and  constitution  was  pure  and 
excellent,  for  promoting  the  worship  of  the  only  true  God,  and  the 
practice  of  righteousness,  this  furnisheth  a  further  demonstration, 
that  those  miracles  were  not  wrought  by  evil  beines,  and  that,  con- 
sequently, since  they  undeniably  transcended  all  the  power  of  man, 
they  must  have  been  wrought  by  God  himself,  or  by  good  beings 

•  See  pp.  68,  59. 
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acting  under  his  special  direction  and  influence ;  and  therefore  may 
be  justly  regarded  as  sufficient  proofs  that  Moses,  in  attestation  of 
whose  divine  mission  they  were  done,  was  indeed  extraordinarily 
sent  of  God ;  and  that  the  scheme  of  laws  he  professed  to  have 
received  from  God,  did  indeed  come  from  God,  and  was  of  divine 
authority. 

Our  author,  after  a  digression  in  his  rambling  way,  concerning 
the  spiritual  scholastics,  &c.  in  which  he  says  nothing  but  what  has 
been  already  fully  considered  and  obviated,  proceeds  to  offer  some- 
thing concerning  the '  covenant  of  peculiarity  with  the  Jews/  I  had 
shown  that  there  was  nothing  in  this  constitution  that  can  be  proved 
to  be  inconsistent  with  the  divine  perfections,  or  to  derogate  from 
his  universal  goodness ;  and  that  it  was  appointed  for  wise  and 
valuable  ends,  several  of  which  were  mentioned.*  But  our  author 
here  gives  us  his  word  for  it,  that  it  was  all  a  *  vain  pretence  and 
national  delusion,  in  which  their  prophets  and  historians  had 
greatly  contributed  to  support,  humour,  and  encourage  the  pride, 
vanity,  and  superstition  ot  the  common  people,'  pp.  53, 56.  Though 
soon  aJFler  he  is  so  kind  as  to  excuse  the  prophets,  who  '  might  have 
good  reason  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  considering  the  blind- 
ness and  obduracy  of  the  people  they  had  to  deal  with.  And  though 
some  enthusiasts  may  call  this  imposture ;-  yet,  where  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  good  of  a  nation,  it  must  have  been  justifiable.'  It 
seems  that  the  prophets,  according  to  him,  were  in  the  right  to 
'  encourage  and  humour  the  pride,  vanit^r,  and  superstition  of  that 
people,  and  to  support  them  in  a  vain  notion  and  delusion.  And  if 
any  man  will  presume  to  call  this  imposture,  he  will  incur  our 
author's  heavy  censure,  and  must  be  content  to  pass  for  an  enthu- 
siast. He  had  talked  at  the  same  rate  in  his  former  book,  that  a 
'  wise  and  good  man  may  falsify  and  deceive  without  injury,  and 
secure  his  own  private  interest  for  the  public  ^ood.'  It  is  lawful, 
it  seems,  to  pretend  inspiration,  to  forge  miracles  and  revelations, 
whenever  it  is  apprehended  that  this  may  be  for  the  good  of  a 
nation.  This  is  one  instance  of  our  author's  application  of  his  rule 
of  moral  truth  and  fitness,  and  of  judging  of  the  fitness  of  a  thin^ 
by  its  connexion  with  our  happiness.  There  may  be  a  moral  trutn 
and  fitness  even  in  falsehood,  when  we  apprehend  it  tends  to  our 
own  or  others'  good.  Pious  frauds  are  very  innocent  things,  and 
must  not  be  found  fault  with  any  more.  There  is  either  no  real 
evil  in  falsehood  and  imposture ;  and  if  so,  I  cannot  see  upon  what 
foundation  it  can  be  asserted,  what  all  mankind  have  hitherto  ac- 
knowledged, that  *  it  is  impossible  for  God  to  lie ;'  or,  if  it  be  in 
itself  evil,  it  is  sanctified  by  the  goodness  of  the  end,  and  then  I 
cannot  see  but  the  same  pretence  may  justify  false  oaths  and  perju- 
ries. In  this,  it  must  be  owned,  our  author's  morality  and  fitness 
of  things  is  widely  different  from  that  taught  ug  in  l^ripture,  and 
particularly  by  the  apostle  Paul,  who  will  not  allow  that  a  lie  is 
sanctified  under  pretence  that  the  glory  of  God  is  promoted  by  it, 

•  See  pp.  27,  28,';S2. 
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and  pronounces  that  the  damnation  of  those  is  just^  that  teach  *  that 
we  may  do  evil  that  good  may  come  of  it,  *  Rom.  iii.  7,  8. 

But  not  to  insist  any  longer  upon  this,  he  asks,  ^  How  shall  we 
know  or  prove  that  God  did  enter  into  a  special  relation  to  that 
people  ?  Must  we  take  their  own  words,  or  the  proud  superstitious 
imagination  of  their  own  people  for  it  V  p.  69.*  I  answer,  that  it 
is  proved  by  the  same  evidence  by  which  the  divine  authority  of  the 
law  of  Moses  is  proved,  which  was  in  its  very  original  constitution 
in  the  nature  of  a  special  covenant  with  that  people ;  in  which  God 
condescended  to  enter  into  a  particular  relation  to  them,  and  erected 
them  into  a  peculiar  polity  for  wise  and  valuable  ends ;  and  conse- 
quently it  was  confirmed  by  the  testimony  of  God  himself,  who,  as 
hath  been  alread]^  shown,  did,  in  an  extraordinary  mamier,  bear 
witness  to  the  divine  mission  of  Moses,  and  to  the  divine  original 
and  authority  of  the  laws  he  delivered  in  his  name.  And  I  hope, 
whatever  our  author  thinks  the  prophets  would  do,  he  will  haraly 
pretend  that  God  himself  would  endeavour  to  'humour  and  encou- 
rage the  pride,  and  vanity,  and  superstition'  of  that  people,  by 
making  them  believe  he  intended  to  enter  into  a  special  relation  to 
them,  when  he  did  not. 

But  if  we  will  beUeve  him,  he  has  St.  Paul  on  his  side,  who  has, 
in  a  manner  demonstratively  set  this  covenant  of  peculiarity  aside, 
by  proving  that  the  covenant  of  promise,  which  God  made  with 
Abraham,  had  no  peculiar  relation  to  Abraham's  natural  seed,  or  to 
the  Jewish  nation,  but  extended  equally  to  all  mankind,  or  to  all 
the  sincere  worshippers  of  the  one  true  God,  in  all  nations,  and  at 
all  times,  to  the  end  of  the  world,  pp.  58,  59.  The  author  as  his 
manner  is,  triumphs  upon  this,  as  if  it  were  perfect  demonstration. 
But  it  is  hard  to  see  where  the  force  of  this  reasoning  lies.  The 
apostle  sets  himself  to  prove,  that  Abraham,  in  whom  the  Jews 
boasted  as  their  father,  was  justified  by  faith :  he  believed  God,  and 
it  was  accounted  to  him  for  righteousness,  even  when  he  was  yet 
uncircumcised  :  and  God  promised,  that  in  him,  and  his  seed,  should 
all  nations  be  blessed.  This  promise  related  to  the  blessing  that 
should  come  upon  all  nations,  through  Jesus  Christ,  who  was  to 
come  of  the  seed  of  Abraham.  And,  consequently,  all  true  believ- 
ers, even  among  the  Gentiles,  were  to  have  an  interest  in  that  bless- 
ing, being  justified  by  faith  as  Abraham  was,  without  the  obser- 
vation of  the  law  of  Moses ;  which  came  after  that  promise,  and 
was  not  designed  to  repeal  or  abrogate  it  This  is  the  apostle's 
reasoning.  Gal.  iii.  Rom.  iv.  And  it  is  strong  and  cogent  against 
those  judaizing  teachers,  who  urged,  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary, 
that  even  the  Gentiles  should  be  circumcised,  and  observe  the  law, 
in  order  to  their  being  justified  and  saved.  But  doth  it  follow  firom 
thence,  that  God  never  entered  into  any  special  relation  to  the 
people  of  Israel  at  all,  nor  erected  them  into  a  peculiar  pohty  ?  it  is 

•  In  this  way  of  talking,  aa  well  as  in  several  other  things,  our  author  treads  in  the 
steps  of  Dr.  Tindal,  the  absurditj  of  whose  rule  of  judging  of  truth  or  falsehood,  bj  its 
tendency,  has  been  elsewhere  exposed. 
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evident,  the  apostle  neither  satth  nor  intendeth  such  a  thing.     On 
the  contrary,  in  that  very  chapter,  the  author  seems  to  refer  to  it. 
Gal.  iii.     He  plainly  supposes,  that  the  law  of  Moses  was  really  or- 
dained of  God,  through  the  ministiy  of  angels,  ver.  19,  but  denies 
that  it  was  intended  to  disannul  that  promise  that  had  been  made 
long  before,  concerning  God's  blessing  all  nations  in  Abraham  and 
his  seed,  or  make  it  of  none  effect,  ver.  17.    And  then  goes  on  to 
show,  that  the  law  was  designed  only  in  a  subserviency  to  that  pro- 
mise, till  the  seed  should  come  to  whom  the  promise  was  made. 
That  it  was  designed  to  be  a  schoolmaster  to  lead  men  unto  Christ ; 
that  it  kept  them  under  a  strict  discipline  and  bondage,  like  that 
which  an  neir  is  under  whilst  he  is  subject  to  tutors  and  governors, 
till  the  time  appointed  of  the  Father.     But  now  men  are  freed  from 
it  by  the  coming  of  Christ,  the  proper  end  of  it  being  answered ;  and 
all  distinction  is  to  be  taken  away.    There  is  now  neither  Jew  nor 
Greek,  but  all  are  one  in  Christ  Jesus,  ver.  23,  S*,  28.  chap.  iv.  1 — 4. 
This  writer  asks,  p.  68,  how  it  appears,  that  this  people,  viz, 
the  Jews,  were  ever  such  peculiar  servants  of  the  Almignty,  or  that 
they  were  ever  under  any  such  special  relation  of  adoption,  or  son- 
ship,  as  they  pretended  to  ?  I  answer,  it  appears,  among  other  things 
by  the  testimony  of  St.  Paul  himself,  whom  he  pretends  to  produce 
to  the  contrary ;  who  expressly  declares,  that  to  them  pertamed  the 
adoption,  and  the  glory,  ancl  the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of  the 
law,  and  the  service  of  God,  and  the  promises,  Rom.  ix.4.  iii.  2.  And 
it  is  undeniably  manifest,  that  though  there  was  a  general  promise 
made  to  Abraham,  that  all  nations  snould  be  blessed  in  him,  and  in 
his  seed,  that  is,  in  Christ,  who  was  to  proceed  from  him ;  to  which 
promise  the  apostle  refers  in  his  arguings  on  this  subject ;  yet  there 
was  also  a  particular  promise  and  covenant  of  a  more  limited  nature, 
and  more  immediately  relating  to  his  posterity  by  Isaac,  in  which 
God  engaged  to  give  them  the  land  of  Canaan  for  a  possession,  and 
that  he  would  be  their  God,  viz.  in  a  special  relation,  Oen.  xvii.  8, 
And  the  peculiar  constitution  of  Moses  was  in  consequence  of  this 
promise  and  covenant  made  with  Abraham,  and  was  a  fulfilment  of 
It,  Exod.  ii.  24.     But  there  was  nothing  either  in  that  particular 
promise  made  to  Abraham  relating  to  his  seed  by  Isaac,  nor  in  the 
peculiar  constitution  established  by  Moses  in  the  name  of  God,  that 
was  at  all  inconsistent  with  the  general  promise  made  to  Abraham 
relating  to  all  nations  being  blessed  in  him.     Nor  did  it  follow, 
that  because  God  erected  the  people  of   Israel  into  a   peculiar 
polity,  and  gave  them  peculiar  distmctive  rites  for  wise  purposes^ 
that  therefore  he  would  not  accept  those  of  any  other  nation  that 
truly  believed  in  him,  and  worshipped  and  served  him  in  sincerity. 
Other  nations  were  not  by  this  put  more  out  of  the  flavour  of  God, 
or  into  a  worse  condition  than  they  were  in  before.     God's  univer- 
sal goodness  still  continued  the  same  that  it  was,  and  all  that  fear- 
ed God,  and  worked  righteousness,  though  not  belonging  to  that 
peculiar  polity,  were  stUl  accepted  and  iustified,  as  Abraham  him- 
self had  been.    And,  accordingly,  under  the  Mosaic  constitution. 
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though  no  idolaters  were  to  be  tolerated  in  the  land  of  Israeli  yet 
all  that  worshipped  the  true  God,  though  not  belonging  to  their 
body,  nor  observing  their  particular  rites,  were  to  be  treated  by  the 
Israelites  with  great  kindness,  as  persons  whom  God  himself  ac- 
cepted. 

I  had  observed,  that  the  peculiar  constitution  of  the  Jews  was  of 
great  advantage  for  keeping  up  the  knowledge  and  worship  of  the 
one  true  God  m  the  world.  This  he  treats  as  a  mere  imagination. 
For  it  is  certain,  that  no  other  nation  ever  received  the  worship  of 
one  God  from  this  nation ;  but  they  themselves  were  continually 
running  into  idolatry,  and  worshipping  from  time  to  time  the  gods 
of  several  other  nations  that  conquered  them,  p.  60.  It  will  be 
easily  acknowledged,  that  they  were  often  enticed  to  fall  into  a  con- 
formity to  the  vicious  and  idolatrous  customs  and  practices  of  neigh- 
bouring nations ;  and  that  principally  when  peace  and  luxury  had 
corrupted  them.  This  was  a  fault,  as  they  were  circumstanced, 
great  and  iuexcusable ;  but  which  is  not  extremely  to  be  wondered 
at,  considering  the  unaccountable  proneness  of  mankind  in  all  ages 
to  idolatry,  and  to  vice  and  sensuality,  the  usual  attendants  of  Uie 
heathen  worship.  And  this  shows  the  wisdom  of  their  peculiar  con- 
stitution. For  hence  it  was,  that  even  in  the  times  of  their  greatest 
degeneracy,  there  were  still  many  persons  among  them  who  sincere- 
ly worshipped  the  only  Uving  and  true  God,  free  from  idolatry,  and 
made  a  right  use  of  the  advantages  they  enjoyed.  And  how  far  the 
knowledge  of  the  true  God  misht  spread  from  them  to  other  nations, 
is  more  than  this  writer  can  tell,  notwithstanding  all  his  confidence;* 
and  the  instances  I  produced,  and  which  he  has  not  thought  fit  to 
meddle  with,  render  it  highly  probable.  And  it  was  certainly  a  sig- 
nal advantage,  that  they  were  kept  for  so  many  ages  a  distinct  pol- 
ity, set  apart  to  the  worship  and  acknowledgment  of  the  only  true 
God,  amongst  whom  the  prophecies  and  promises,  relating  to  the 
redeemer  to  come,  were  kept  distinct,  and  the  faith  of  his  coming 
preserved,  and  the  world  prepared  for  a  glorious  and  perfect  dispen- 
sation that  was  to  succeecl.  And  though  our  author  pretends,  that 
when  Christianity  came  to  be  preached,  Judaism  was  the  greatest 
obstacle  to  it ;  and  that  the  miracles  of  Moses,  as  supposed  to  have 
proved  his  religion  to  be  the  true  religion,  prevented  and  obstructed 
the  progress  oi  Christianity  more  than  the  heathen  idolatry  did,  pp, 
60,  61.  Yet  it  is  certain,  m  fact,  that  the  law  and  the  prophets  did 
make  way  for  receiving  and  spreading  of  Christianity,  and  was  a 
great  advantage  to  it.  And  though  the  body  of  the  Jewish  nation, 
especially  the  chief  priests  and  rulers,  rejected  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  persecutea  his  disciples,  yet  the  first  hai*vest  of  converts 
to  the  Christian  faith  was  among  the  Jews,  and  a  greater  number 
of  them  in  proportion  was  converted  to  Christianity  in  that  first 
age,  than  of  any  other  nation  whatsoever.     Nor  was  any  thing  of 

*  See  sereral  letters,  containing  directions  for  the  conduct  of  young  persons ;  with  an 
inquiry  into  natural  and  revealed  religion.    Letter  yii. 
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greater  advantage  to  Christianity,  at  its  first  promulgation,  next  to 
the  extraordinary  attestations  with  which  it  was  accompanied,  than 
this,  that  the  Jews  were  then  generally  spread  throughout  the 
Roman  empire ;  their  Scriptures  were  everywhere  known ;  they  had 
proselyted  vast  numbers  of  the  Gentiles  from  the  worship  of  idols  to 
the  worship  and  acknowledgment  of  the  true  God ;  and  among  these 
the  gospel  was  first  preached,  and  made  a  great  progress. 

But  this  writer  has  another  extraordinary  attempt  to  show,  that 
the  peculiar  polity  of  Moses  answered  no  valuable  purpose  at  all : 
he  asserts,  that  it  would  not  have  cured  the  people  of  idolatry,  even 
supposing  they  had  kept  his  law.  He  owns,  mdeed,  that  Moses 
confined  all  worship  and  obedience  to  one  true  God ;  and  that  no 
doubt  but  he,  and  the  prophets  after  him,  had  just  notions  enough 
of  God,  and  of  his  spiritual  divine  perfections  ;  but  he  indulged  the 
gross  vulgar  or  body  of  the  people,  in  a  sort  of  worship  not  much 
unUke  to  that  of  the  heathen,  local,  and  tutelar  gods  ;  and  with 
the  gross  of  the  people,  the  God  of  Israel  was  a  local  tutelar  God, 
p.  62.  This  he  repeats  on  all  occasions  in  his  book.  He  boldly 
affirms,  without  disguise,  that  the  God  of  Israel  was  an  idol.  That 
'  it  is  very  evident  from  the  whole  story,  that  this  people  had  a  local, 
oracular,  and  tutelar  God,  who  is  called  the  God  of  Israel,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  the  like  residential  Gods  of  Egypt,  Philistia,  Zidon, 
and  other  nations ;  and  that  this  was  the  God  for  whom  the  priest- 
hood was  instituted,  and  to  whom  the  sacrifices  were  offered,  pp. 
134,  135.  That  the  G<xl  of  Israel,  who  was  supposed  to  reside  in 
the  sanctuary,  in  the  custody  of  the  high  priest  (as  he  is  pleased  to 
express  it)  was  a  mere  cheat,  and  as  much  an  idol  as  the  tutelar, 
oracular,  and  residential  gods  of  Egypt,  and  other  nations, '  p.  172. 
I  must  own  this  way  of  talking  is  to  me  very  shocking.  An  author 
ought  to  be  sure,  to  demonstration,  that  he  is  in  the  right,  before 
he  ventures  to  bring  such  a  charge  as  this.  For  if  it  should  prove 
to  be  the  true  God,  whom  he  thus  boldly  arraigns  and  vilifies,  it  is 
no  light  guilt  to  be  found  reproaching  the  hving  God.  And  what 
is  the  proof  that  he  brings  to  support  this  charge  ?  it  amounts  chiefly 
to  this ;  that  *  God  is  represented  as  residing  with  the  Ark  upon  the 
mercy-seat,  between  the  cherubims,  with  a  luminous  glory  about 
him,  ready  on  all  occasions  to  be  consulted  by  the  people,  and  give 
answers  by  an  audible  voice.  And  that  when  the  Philistines  took 
the  ark,  the  priest,  people,  8cc.,  were  under  a  general  consternation ; 
they  gave  up  their  God  for  lost.  The  glory  was  departed  from  Isi-ael : 
the  enemy  had  robbed  them  of  their  God. ' 

I  had  sufficiently  obviated  this  in  the  book  which  he  pretends  to 
answer ;  and  had  shown,  that  God*s  manifesting  himself  among  the 
people  of  Israel,  by  a  visible  cloud  of  glory,  and  his  giving  answers 
on  some  occasions  by  an  audible  voice,  was  indeed  a  marvellous  in- 
stance of  goodness  and  condescension,  but  cannot  be  proved  to  have 
dny  thing  in  it  absurd  or  unworthy  of  God,  or  inconsistent  with  his 
essential  perfections.  Nor  doth  it  follow,  that  therefore  he  is  a  fi- 
nite limited  being,  or  that  his  essence  is  circumscribed,  or  confined 
to  the  place,  where  it  pleaseth  him  thus  peculiarly  to  manifest  his 
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prescn'je.  Nor  doth  it  appear  that  the  Jews  ever  understood  it  so, 
who  wei*e  everywhere  taught  in  the  law  to  form  the  noblest  concep- 
tions of  the  Deity,  as  the  sovereign  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth.* 
It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  when  the  ark  was  taken,  they  la- 
mented that  the  glory  was  departed  from  Israel ;  for  it  was  their 
peculiar  glory  that  God  had  been  pleased  to  enter  into  a  special 
relation  to  them,  and  had  vouchsafed  them  extraordinary  tokens  of 
his  favour  and  presence :  and  his  suffering  the  ark  of  the  covenant 
to  be  taken  by  their  enemies,  which  was  the  symbol  of  his  special 
presence,  and  an  external  token  of  his  covenant  and  particular  re- 
lation to  them,  was  a  great  instance  of  his  displeasure,  and  must 
therefore  give  much  concern  to  all  good  men  among  them.  But 
they  were  fdT  from  thinking,  that  because  the  ark  was  taken,  there- 
fore the  enemy  had  robbed  them  of  their  God  ;  nor  was  this  what 
they  lamented,  that  Jehovah  their  God  was  taken,  but  that  the  ark 
of  God  was  taken.  Nor  was  any  of  them  ever  so  senseless  as  to 
think,  that  when  the  temple  was  afterwards  destroyed,  their  God 
was  burnt  in  his  own  palace  by  the  idolatrous  Babylonians ;  this  is 
our  author's  own  reflection,  p.  l34,  for  the  impiety  and  absurdity 
of  which  he  alone  is  answerable :  but  the  Jews  were  taught  to  enter- 
tain worthier  and  nobler  notions  of  the  Deity.  In  the  same  passage 
he  seems  to  Uiink  it  a  sufficient  proof,  that  the  God  that  was  wor- 
shipped among  the  Jews  was  not  the  true  God,  but  an  idol,  or  local 
residential  deity,  because  sacrifices  were  offered  to  him.  But  this, 
if  it  proved  any  thing,  would  also  prove,  that  the  God  whom  the 
ancient  patriarchs  worshipped,  and  particularly  Abraham,  of  whom 
this  writer  sometimes  affects  to  speak  with  great  veneration,  as  a 
sincere  worshipper  of  the  true  Goa,  was  no  more  than  an  idol,  or 
a  local  tutelar  deity.  Sacrifices  were  used  in  the  divine  worship 
from  the  earhest  ages,  and  probably  were  of  divine  appointment, 
and  instituted  for  wise  purposes,  as  I  have  elsewhere  shown.f  And 
sufficient  care  was  taken,  by  many  express  passages  in  the  sacred 
writings,  to  prevent  the  Jews  from  forming  such  gross  notions,  con- 
cerning sacrifices,  as  this  writer  insinuates.  See  Psalm  1.  9 — 13, 
and  many  other  places  to  the  same  purpose. 

But  farther  to  show  that  God  was  regarded  among  the  people 
of  Israel  as  a  local  tutelar  Deity,  he  produceth  a  passage  from 
2  Sam.  vii.  concerning  David's  purposmg  to  build  a  house  for  the 
Lord  to  dwell  in,  '  which  the  prophet  Nathan  forbade,  alleging 
that  God  had  hitherto  walked  in  a  tent  and  tabernacle,  &c.  And 
that  though  he  intended  to  have  a  better  and  more  commodiouB 
house  to  dwell  in  than  ever  he  had  before,  yet  not  David  himself 
but  his  son  Solomon  was  to  have  the  honour  of  it,'  pp.  63,  64.  !put 
certainly,  no  man  that  considers  the  sublime  and  admirable  descrip- 
tions that  David  everywhere  gives  of  the  glory  and  majesty  of  the 
Lord  Jehovah,  as  the  sovereign  Lord  of  the  universe,  and  especially 
the  noble    representations  he  makes    of   the  divine   immensity 

*  See  Divine  Authority,  pp.  41,  42. 
t  See  Divine  Autlioriiy,  pp.  112,  117.— See  alao  Answer  to  Christianity,  flee.  rol.  i. 
pp.  67, 68, 69.  ^  . 
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and  omnipresence  in  the  cxxxixth  psalm,  and  which  he  gave 
to  the  chief  musician  to  be  employed  in  the  public  worship, 
can  possibly  suppose  that  when  he  purposed  to  build  a  house 
for  the  Lord  to  dwell  in,  he  regarded  him  or  designed  that  the 
people  should  regard  him  only  as  a  topical  God,  like  one  of  the 
heathen  deities,  whose  presence  was  to  be  confined  there.  When 
Solomon  made  that  excellent  prayer  at  the  consecration  of  the 
temple,  he  begins  it  with  saying, '  I  have  surely  built  thee  a  house 
to  dwell  in,  a  settled  place  for  thee  to  abide  in  for  ever.'  But  that 
he  was  far  from  intending  thereby  to  make  such  a  mean  repre- 
sentation of  the  Deity  as  this  writer  insinuates,  is  evident  from 
those  noble  expressions  uttered  in  the  same  prayer  before  all  the 
people  of  Israel  who  were  convened  on  that  occasion ;  ^  But  will 
God  indeed  dwell  on  the  earth?  Beliold,  the  heaven,  and  the 
heaven  of  heavens,  cannot  contain  Thee,  how  much  less  this  house 
which  I  have  builded  V  1  Kings  viii.  13,  27.  When  Hezekiah 
addressed  himself  solemnly  to  God  for  protection  against  the 
invasion  of  Sennacherib,  he  begins  his  prayer  thus,  'O  Lord  God  of 
Israel,  which  dwellest  between  the  cherubims  !'  But,  must  it  be 
concluded  from  these  words,  that  therefore  he  regarded  him  only 
as  a  national  local  Deity  ?  The  contrary  is  extremely  evident,  from 
what  he  immediately  adds,  '  Tliou  art  the  God,  even  Thou  alone^ 
of  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth ;  thou  hast  made  heaven  and  earth.^ 
And  then  he  goes  on  to  represent  him  as  infinitely  superior  to  all 
the  idol-deities  whom  the  heathens  worshipped,  2  Kings  xix.  15. 
It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  those  expressions,  so  usual  among  the 
Jews,  concerning  the  house  of  God  and  his  dwelling  there,  were 
not  intended  or  understood  by  them  as  signifying,  that  the  Lord 
Jehovah,  whom  they  worshipped,  was  only  a  local  residential  Deity 
like  the  tutelar  gods  of  other  countries ;  or  as  if  his  presence  was 
confined  to  the  temple  or  tabernacle ;  but  that  it  was  his  Will  that 
there  they  should  offer  up  their  solemn  worship  to  him,  and  there 
he  was  pleased  to  vouchsafe  special  tokens  of  his  ^cious  presence. 
The  Syrians,  indeed,  agreeably  to  the  notions  tney  conceived  of 
their  own  deities,  supposed  that  the  Hebrew  gods  might  be  gods 
of  the  hills,  but  not  of  the  valleys,  1  Kings  xx.  23,  28.  And  the 
idolatrous  Samaritan  nations,  that  were  brought  in  th<e  place  of 
Israel,  when  the  ten  tribes  were  carried  away  captive  by  the  king 
of  Assyria,  regarded  the  God  whom  the  Israelites  worsliipped  as 
the  god  of  the  land  i  and  Rabshakeh,  in  his  blasphemous  speech, 
supposed  the  God  of  Israel  was  like  the  gods  of  Hamath,  Arpad, 
Sepharvaim,  &c.  which  were  topical  tutelar  deities ;  but  it  is 
manifest  that  the  Jews  themselves  were  far  from  entertaining  such 
notions  of  the  Lord  Jehovah,  but  rejected  this  with  horror,  as  the 
highest  blasphemy.  See  2  Kings  xviii.  34,  36,  xix.  16 — 19. 

Yet  this  writer  has  the  confidence  to  say,  that  *  whoever  will 
observe  the  language  and  style  of  the  Hebrew  historians  all  along, 
while  they  are  accommodating  themselves  to  the  gross  notions  and 
superstitions  of  the  common  people,  must  see,  that  they  speak  of 
God  as  a  national,  local,  and  tutelar  Deity  ;    under  which  notion 
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the  populace  always  conceived  of  him^  and  vrorshipped  him.  They 
worshipped  him  therefore  only  in  name,  while  they  had  the  same 
conceptions  of  him  that  the  heathens  had  of  their  national  idols  or 
false  gods.  They  could  have  no  just  notions  or  apprehensions  of 
the  infinite  perfections,  universal  presence,  and  providential  govern- 
ment of  God,  as  the  common  father  and  friend  of  mankind,  nor 
could  they  have  borne  any  such  representation  of  their  peculiar  idol 
or  national  god,  but  would  have  stoned  the  prophet  who  should 
have  come  to  them  with  any  such  doctrine,'  p.  64.  I  am  so  used 
to  this  author's  way  of  representing  things,  that  I  am  not  surprised 
at  this,  or  at  any  thing  else  that  he  advances,  though  ever  so  con- 
trary to  truth  and  decency.  There  is  scarce  any  thing  capable  of 
a  clearer  proof  than  that  the  Jews,  though  they  considered  God  as 
haxing  made  himBclf  known  to  Israel  in  a  particular  manner,  and 
as  having  entered  into  a  special  relation  to  them,  yet  did  not  r^ard 
him  as  a  national,  local,  tutelar  deiiy,  as  the  heathens  regarded 
their  idols,*  but  as  the  Lord  of  the  universe,the  Creator  and  Governor 
of  the  woild,  the  God  of  nature,  who  rules  all  things  by  his  provi- 
dence, and  fills  heaven  and  earth  with  his  presence.  It  is  undeniably 
evident  that  this  is  the  idea  under  whicn  he  is  continually  repre- 
sented throughout  the  whole  Old  Testament;  in  the  law,  in  the 
prophets,  in  the  psalms  and  sacred  historical  writings,  and  in  all 
their  acts  of  devotion,  as  there  recorded,  whether  offered  up  by 
private  persons,  or  offered  publicly  in  the  name  of  all  the  people. 
Their  language  is  still  entirely  different  from  that  of  other  nations, 
and  from  what  it  would  have  been  if  they  had  had  the  notions  of 
God  which  this  writer  thinks  fit  to  ascribe  to  them.  I  will  not, 
indeed,  answer  for  all  the  common  people  among  the  Jews, 
any  more  than  I  will  for  all  the  common  people  among  the 
Christians,  or  in  our  own  nation,  that  none  of  them  ever  entertained 
gross  and  unworthy  notions  of  the  Deity  ;  but  this  I  will  say,  that 
there  was  great  care  taken  in  their  laws  and  other  writings  to 
prevent  this,  and  inspire  them  with  just  and  noble  sentiments  of 
the  Supreme  Being.  Nor  could  they  possibly  regard  God  as  a 
mere  national  idol  or  local  deity,  whilst  they  adhered  to  their  laws, 
and  were  governed  by  them  ;  and  what  notions  they  might  entertain 
when  they  forsook  their  laws,  and  suffered  themselves  to  be  seduced 
into  the  idolatries  of  the  neighbouring  nations,  is  nothing  to  the 
purpose  to  inquire. 
Our  author  next  proceeds,  p.  65,  to  say  something  about  the 

*  It  ought  to  be  observed,  that  those  that  believe  topical,  local,  tutelar  deities,  did 
universally  believe  that  there  were  more  gods  than  one.  One  nation,  one  city  and  country, 
had  its  local  tutelar  deitv  as  well  as  another.  And  hence  they  had  their  forms  of 
evocation,  or  persuading  the  tutelar^gods  of  other  countries  to  abandon  the  protections 
of  them.  But  will  any  man  pretend  to  say,  that  it  was  the  notion  and  principle  of  the* 
Jews,  that  there  were  many  gods ;  or  that  the  law  or  the  prophets  oountcnaQeed  them 
in  this  notion  1  When,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  as  clear  as  the  light,  that  this  is  entirely, 
contrary  to  the  very  fundamental  constitution  of  the  whole  Jewish  law  and  polity,  in 
which  nothing  is  more  strongly  inculcated  than  the  unity  of  God,  or  that  there  is' no 
other  God  but  one,  even  the  supreme  Lord  of  the  universe,  who  is  alone  to  be  acknow- 
ledged and  adored. 
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rairaclcB  of  Moses,  to  show  that  they  were  not  really  done,  but  only 
in  appearance ;  and  the  poor  stupid  people  were  made  to  believe, 
they  saw  those  things  aone  before  their  eyes,  though  all  was 
imposture  and  delusion.  With  regard  to  their  passing  through 
the  Red  Sea,  he  observes,  that  the  people  not  knowing  the  way  out 
of  *  Egypt,  might  think  there  was  no  way  of  going  out  of  it  but 
through  the  sea;'  and  as  they  were  conducted  only  by  night, 
Moses  made  them  believe,  that  the  *  dry  ground  which  they 
marched  over  was  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  which  God  had  miracu- 
lously cleared  of  all  the  water-rocks  and  quick-sands,'  8cc.  This, 
it  must  be  owned,  is  very  shrewdly  conjectured.  To  which  it 
should  be  added,  that  Moses,  next  morning,  made  them  believe 
they  saw  the  whole  place  through  which  they  had  passed,  covered 
with  the  waves,  though  there  was  not  one  drop  of  water  in  the 
place ;  and  that  they  saw  the  bodies  of  the  Egyptians,  who,  it 
seems,  had  been  drowned  on  dry  land,  floating  on  the  waters,  and 
their  chariots,  &c.  cast  upon  the  shore.  With  regard  to  the 
promulgation  of  the  law  at  Sinai,  he  will  have  it,  that  the  people 
heard  nothing  more  than  the  voice  of  thunder,  which  they  could  not 
articulate,  that  is,  they  heard  no  words  or  articulate  voice  at  all ;  and 
yet  Moses  made  that  whole  vast  multitude  believe  they  heard  the 
voice  of  God,  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire,  distinctly  pronouncing 
the  ten  commandments,  when  they  heard  no  such  thing;  and 
appeals  to  themselves  concerning  it,  as  a  thing  they  all  knew,  and 
the  hke  of  which  no  other  nation  had  ever  heard  or  seen  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  See  Deut.  iv.  32,  33,  v.  4,  22.  Our  author 
next  tries  his  hand  upon  the  miracle  of  bringing  water  out  of  the 
rock,  by  Moses's  striking  it  with  his  rod.  And  this  he  most 
ingeniously  accounts  for ;  *  this  people  had  never  seen  any  fresh- 
water springs  in  Egypt,  and  therefore  seeing  water  flow  out  of  a 
rock,  must  at  first  appear  as  wonderful  to  them  as  drying  up  the 
sea,'  8cc.  The  water,  it  seems,  had  been  there  all  along.  It  had 
come  flowing  from  the  rock,  and  had  passed  by  their  tents  ;  but 
the  poor  senseless  creatures  could  not  see  it,  though  they  were,  at 
that  very  time,  ready  to  perish  for  want  of  it.  And  when  he  brought 
them  to  the  rock,  he  made  them  believe  there  was  not  one  drop  of 
water  issuing  out  of  it  till  he  struck  it  with  his  rod,  though  it  was 
all  the  while  gushing  out  in  great  abundance,  a  rapid  spring  before 
their  eyes.  To  attempt  a  serious  answer  to  such  wild  suppositions, 
would  be  to  render  myself  as  ridiculous  as  this  writer;  and  he  must 
suppose  these  nations  to  be  as  senseless  as  he  makes  the  Israelites 
to  be,  if  he  imagines  such  stuff  as  this  can  pass  upon  them.  It 
were  to  be  wished  he  had  gone  through  the  other  miracles,  which 
he  might  easily  have  done  in  the  same  way.  He  might  have  shown, 
that  Moses  made  above  a  million  of  people  believe  that  the  manna 
fell  about  their  tents  constantly  six  days  in  the  week,  and  that  they 
themselves  gathered  it,  and  fed  upon  it  all  along  for  forty  years 
together,  in  the  barren  desert,  when  there  was  no  such  thing.  But, 
it  seems,  there  is  one  way  of  accounting  for  all  this,  and  that  is, 
the  great  stupidity  of  the  Israelites,  against  which  he  inveighs  on 
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all  occasions.  But  it  is  not  sufficient  to  suppose  them  very 
Ignorant  and  stupid,  except  he  can  prove  them  quite  senseless,  that 
they  could  neither  see,  nor  hear,  nor  feel,  nor  understand.  They 
were,  it  seems,  a  race  of  creatures,  that  happened  some  way  or 
other  to  have  the  human  shape,  but  they  had  nothing  else  belonging 
to  men ;  and  thus  continued  throughout  all  their  generations.  And 
yet  the  wonder  is,  that  this  strange  people,  as  appears  from  all  their 
remaining  monuments,  had  far  juster  notions  of  religion  than  tho^e 
that  passed  for  the  most  polite  and  learned  nations  upon  earth ; 
and  numbers,  even  of  the  common  people  among  them»  e^ept  in 
the  times  when  they  themselves  were  drawn  from  the  obser- 
vation of  their  own  laws  to  8^  compliance  with  the  opinions  and 
customs  of  the  neighbouring  nations,  had  far  nobler  notions  of  the 
only  living  and  true  God,  and  of  the  worship  due  to  him,  in 
opposition  to  all  idolatry,  not  only  than  the  common  people  even 
of  Greece  and  Rome,  but  than  many  of  their  wise  men  and 
philosophers  themselves. 

But  our  author  has  got  one  instance,  which  he  produces  as  a 
'  proof  of  their  more  than  brutish  stupidity ;  and  from  whence  we 
must  conclude  them  more  brutish  than  their  cattle,  and  npt  endued 
with  any  common  sense  or  human  faculties,'  pp.  27^  67.  And  that 
is,  their  worshipping  '  the  golden  calf  so  soon  after  the  extra-* 
ordins^ry  promulgation  of  the  law.'  I  will  agree,  that  this  was  a 
strange  instance  of  stupidity  and  guilt,  and  so  I  look  upon  all 
idolatry  to  be,  though  it  is  a  folly  the  wisest  nations  have  been 
guilty  of.  But  this  writer  thinks  proper,  by  his  representation  of 
itj  to  make  this  matter  worse  than  it  really  was,  though  it  was  bad 
enough.  He  represents  them  as  ascribing  their  deliverance  to  the 
gods  of  Egypt  But  this  is  far  from  being  true.  It  was  the  God 
of  Israel,  and  not  the  Egyptian  deities,  they  intended  to  worship 
by  this  symbol.  They  said.  These  be  thy  gods,  O  Israel,  or  as  it 
might  very  properly  be  rendered,  this  is  thy  God,  O  Israel,  (for  it 
is  well  known  that  the  word  Elohim,  there  made  use  of,  though 
plural  in  construction,  is  often  singular  in  its  signification,  see  Gea. 
xx.  12,  XXXV.  7,  and  is  so  used  in  the  present  case,  Nehem.  ix.  18,) 
which  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  this  is  the 
character  under  which  God  had  described  himself  when  he  gave 
the  ten  commandments.  And  accordingly  we  find  Aaron,  when  he 
proclaimed  a  feast  on  that  occasion,  proclaimed  a  feast  to  the  Lord, 
to  Jehovah,  Exod.  xxxii.  5 ;  from  whence  it  appears,  that  it  was 
God  Jehovah  they  intended  to  worship,  though  they  took  a  wrong 
way  of  doing  it.  Moses  had  been  absent  from  them  above  a  month. 
They  could  not  tell  what  was  become  of  him,  and  probably  thought 
he  was  consumed  by  the  fire,  or  taken  up  into  heaven,  and  would 
not  return  to  them  any  more.  They  were  weary  of  continuing  any 
longer  in  that  station  at  Sinai,  and  wanted  to  be  going  forward, 
but  they  had  a  mind  to  have  a  visible  symbol  of  the  divine  presence 
with  them,  a  visible  representation  of  the  Deity.  And  people,  even 
those  that  have  passed  for  learned  and  wise,  have  been  very 
ingenious  in  all  ages,  in  finding  out  plausible  colours  and  pretences 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE    MOSAIC   DISPENSATION.  376 

to  justify  this.  If  it  be  urged,  that  this  had  been  so  expressly 
forbidden,  just  before  in  the  second  commandment,  delivered  with 
the  most  awful  solemnity,  that  it  can  scarce  be  conceived  that  they 
should  be  guilty  of  it ;  or,  if  so,  they  must  have  been  stupid  beyond 
the  common  race  of  human  nature :  I  answer,  that  without  sup* 
posing  them  uncommonly  stupid,  they  might  be  ready  to  argue^ 
that  when  they  were  forbidden  to  worship  any  image,  or  the 
likeness  of  any  thing,  &,c.  this  related  only  to  their  worshipping  the 
false  gods  and  idols  of  other  countries,  but  that  there  was  no  hurt 
in  worshipping  the  true  God  by  an  image  or  symbolical  represen- 
tation. This  IS  the  explication  that  has  been  actually  given  of  the 
design  of  the  second  commandment  by  some  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  and  those  persons  of  learning  and  sagacity  too.  And  what 
reason  can  be  given  why  the  Israelites  might  not  understand  it  so, 
and  think  it  a  suflScient  justification  or  excuse,  that  it  was  not  the 
worshipping  a  false  god  they  intended,  but  the  worshipping  the 
true  God  under  that  symbol  ?  And,  at  that  rate,  it  was  not  owing 
to  an  excess  of  stupidity,  but  to  their  subtlely  explaining  away  the 
true  design  of  this  commandment  in  favour  of  their  own  prejudices^ 
and  according  to  a  way  of  thinking  that  then  generally  prevailed. 
And  as  to  the  particular  symbol  they  chose,  that  of  an  ox,  several 
symbolical  reasons  might  be  given  for  it,  according  to  the  wisdom 
that  then  obtained.  Sut  there  is  no  proof  that  the  Egyptian  Apis 
or  Serapis  were  so  ancient ;  and  the  rites  the  Israelites  made  use 
of  on  this  occasion,  viz.  the  sacrificing  of  oxen,  was  no  way 
agreeable  to  the  rites  made  use  of  by  the  Egyptians  in  honour  of 
that  idol.* 

Our  author,  after  having  made  this  extraordinary  attempt  to 
account  for  the  miracles  of  Moses,  next  proceeds  to  blame  me  *  for 
supposing  a  thing  that  cannot  be  proved  ;  and  that  is,  that  this 
account  was  written  by  Moses  himself,  and  was  as  firmly  believed 
then  as  it  was  in  after  ages,'  p.  68.  I  observed,  in  my  former 
book,  that  we  have  as  fuU  a  proof  of  this  as  can  reasonably  be 
desired,  or  as  we  can  have,  tnat  any  book  was  written  by  any 
author  under  whose  name  it  goes.  For  we  have  tha  constant 
testimony  of  the  whole  nation  to  whom  these  laws  were  given,  and 
who  regarded  them  with  great  veneration,  as  the  rule  of  their 
polity.  And  all  other  nations  that  bad  occasion  to  mention  them, 
still  ascribed  these  writings  to  Mofies.  None,  either  among  friends 
'  or  enemies,  among  those  who  lived  nearest  those  times,  ever  pre* 
tended  to  deny  it.  There  ia  a  constant  reference  to  these  books  as 
written  by  Moses,  in  all  the  succeeding  records  and  monuments  of 
their  nation  j  and  finally,  which  ought  to  have  a  mighty  influence 
upon  us  Christians,  they  are  all  along  ascribed  to  Moses  in  the 
New  Testament  by  our  Saviour  and  his  apostles.  Nor  was  this 
ever  pretended  to  be  contested,  but  by  a  few  in  these  later  times^ 
who  come  too  late,  and  whose  objections  are  too  weak  and  trifling, 
to  disturb  an  uninterrupted  possession  of  so  many  ages. 

*  See  l>u  Tennifloa,  ob  klolatrj,  chap.  tJ.  pari  3^  4.  . 
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But  he  urges, '  that  it  does  not  appear  thatMof?cs  wrote  any  thing 
himself  but  the  original  book  of  the  law,  which  was  to  be  kept  with 
the  ark,  and  never  to  be  read  by  any  but  the  priest  who  was  to 
oflSciate,*  p.  69.  Here  then  we  have  this  writer's  own  concession, 
that  Moses  himself  wrote  the  original  book  of  the  law,  which  was 
deposited  in  the  side  of  the  ark.  And  this  certainly  was  a  very 
wise  provision,  by  virtue  of  which  there  was  always  an  authentic 
original  kept  safe  in  the  most  sacred  place,  to  which  recourse  might 
be  had,  and  by  which  all  other  copies  of  the  law  might  be  adjusted 
and  corrected.  But  it  certainly  never  was  the  design  of  Moses, 
as  this  Writer  seems  here  to  insinuate,  that  there  should  be  no  copy 
taken  of  the  law  at  all  besides  the  original  one,  and  that  it  was  to 
be  kept  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  priest.      It  was  expressly  ap- 

Eointed  by  Moses,  that  the  king  should  write  a  copy  with  his  own 
and,  which,  for  the  greater  correctness,  was  to  be  taken  from  the 
authentic  original ;  and  he  was  *  to  read  therein  all  the  days  of  his 
life,'  Deut.  xviii.  18,  19.  And  it  is  certain  that  Moses  urged  it  in 
the  strongest  manner  upon  all  the  people  as  their  indispensable 
duty,  to  meditate  on  the  law  themselves,  and  to  teach  it  diligently 
to  their  children,  and  to  make  it  the  daily  subject  of  their  thoughts 
and  conversation,  Deut.  iv.  9—6,  vi.  9,  xi,  19,  which  evidently 
supposed  that  the  law  was  not  to  be  confined  in  the  hands  of  the 
priests  and  governors,  but  that  all  the  people  were  to  be  acquainted 
with  it.  One  design  of  instituting  the  Sabbath,  was  to  give  the 
people  leisure  for  this.  And  one  whole  tribe,  that  of  Levi,  was  set 
apart  to  assist  the  people  in  the  knowledge  of  that  law,  and  was 
for  that  purpose  dispersed  through  all  their  tribes,  Lev.  x.  2.  Deut. 
xxxiiL  10.  It  was  looked  upon  as  the  proper  character  of  a  good 
man,  who  was  entitled  to  the  divine  blessing,  that  *  his  delight  was 
in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and  in  that  law  did  he  meditate  day  and 
night,'  Ps.  i.  1,  2.  With  regard  to  Moses  himself,  we  are  expressly 
told  that  *  he  wrote  this  law,  and  delivered  it  unto  the  priests,  the 
sons  of  Levi,  which  bear  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord,  and 
unto  all  the  elders  of  Israel,'  Deut.  xxxi.  9.  From  which  words 
the  Jews  very  reasonably  conclude,  that  as  he  delivered  an  original 
copy,  written  with  his  own  hand,  to  the  priests,  to  be  deposited  in 
the  sides  of  the  ark,  of  which  we  have  an  account,  ven  24,  25,  so 
he  at  the  same  time  delivered  written  copies  of  the  law  to  the  elders 
of  the  several  tribes,  to  be  by  them  carefully  preserved. 

If  the  question  be  what  we  are  to  understand  by  the  book  of  the 
law  which  Moses  wrote  and  delivered,  I  think  it  may  be  reasonably 
concluded,  that  if  he  gave  them  the  law  at  all,  he  gave  them  the 
whole  of  that  law,  since  they  were  strictly  enjoined  to  observe  all 
things  that  were  there  prescribed,  and  neither  to  add  to  it,  nor 
diminish  from  it.  And  consequently,  the  law  he  gave  them  in 
writing  to  be  preserved,  could  not  be  merely  the  book  of  Deutero- 
nomy, as  some  have  imagined  ;  because,  though  this  contains  a 
recapitulation  of  the  principal  laws  and  extraordinary  miraculous 
facts,  for  the  truth  of  whicn  he  appeals  to  the  whole  body  of  the 
people  who  had  been  eye  and  ear-witnesses,  yet  there  are  several 
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laws  and  directions  which  they  were  carefully  to  observe,  which  yet 
are  not  to  be  found  there,  but  in  the  book  of  Leviticus  and' of 
Numbers. 

And  if  Moses  himself  committed  his  laws  to  writing:,  he  also 
wrote  an  account  of  the  extraordinary  facts  whereby  those  laws 
were  attested,  since  this  was  as  necessary  as  the  other ;  and  indeed 
the  law  of  Moses  is  a  perpetual  intermixture  of  laws  and  facts. 
They  are  so  interwoven,  that  in  the  one  there  is  a  perpetual  refer- 
ence to  the  other;  and  they  cannot  be  separated.  Those  facts 
contained  the  proofs  of  the  divine  original  of  the  law;  many  of  the 
laws  themselves  were  designed  and  intended  on  purpose  to  Keep  up 
the  remembrance  of  those  facts ;  and  Moses  himself  frequently  in- 
culcates it  upon  the  people  to  consider  those  facts  and  to  teach  them 
to  their  children.  And  accordingly  the  knowledge  of  the  laws  and 
facts  went  still  together,  and  was  alike  preserved  among  that  people 
throughout  their  generations,  Psalm  Ixxviii.  5,  6,  7,  and  constantly 
referred  to  in  all  their  monuments  as  things  universally  known  and 
acknowledged  among  them.  We  are  expressly  told,  Numb,  xxxiii. 
1,2,*  that  Moses,  by  the  command  of  God,  wrote  down  the  jour- 
neyings  of  the  children  of  Israel,  which  went  forth  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt,  under  the  hand  of  Moses  and  Aaron.'  And  if  he  was 
ordered  to  write  an  account  of  their  journeyinos  out  of  Egypt,  and 
in  the  wilderness,  much  more  of  the  wonderful  things  that  befel 
them,  that  the  remembrance  of  those  things  might  be  preserved 
throughout  all  their  generations.  And  as  the  law  was  that  for  the 
illustration  and  confirmation  of  which  all  the  rest  was  written,  the 
whole  might  well  be  called  *  the  book  of  the  law.'  So  we  find  the 
apostle  Paul,  citing  a  passage  out  of  Genesis,  calls  it  *  the  lavv,' 
Gal.  iv.  21,  22.  And  reference  is  made  to  some  things  as  written 
in  the  law,  that  are  only  to  be  found  written  in  the  books  of  Exodus 
and  Numbers.* 

Our  author  has  little  to  offer,  that  has  any  appearance  of  reason 
or  argument,  to  prove  that  Moses  was  not  the  author  of  the  books 
under  his  name.  He  first  amuses  the  reader  with  some  general 
talk  about  the '  alterations  and  additions  that  the  biblical  books 
have  undergone.'  He  observes,  that '  the  book  of  Nehemiah  brings 
down  the  genealogy  of  the  high  priests  to  the  time  of  Jaddua,  who, 
according  to  Josephus,  was  contemporary  with  Alexander  the 
Great'  But  supposing  Josephus  to  have  been  mistaken,  and  that 
Jaddua  was  not  contemporary  with  Alexander  the  Great,  then  our 
author's  reflection  falls.  Now  this  is  what  Sir  Isaac  Newton  sup- 
poses to  be  the  case.  The  chronology  of  Josephus,  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  times  of  the  Persian  empire,  is  known  to  be  very 
confused.  He  confounds  Darius  Nothus,  in  whose  reign  Jaddua 
lived,  with  the  last  Darius  that  was  overcome  by  Alexander,  and 
this  led  him  to  make  Jaddua  contemporary  with  Alexander  the 
Great,  or  to  call  the  high-priest  that  then  lived  Jaddua.f     But  even 

•  See  CLron.  xvi.  40,  and  2  Chjron.  xxxi.  3,  compared  with  Exodus  xxix.  38. 
>f umbers  xxviii.  xxix. 

f     See   Clironology  of  Ancient  Kingdoms  amended,  chap.  vi. 
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allowing  our  author's  own  supposition,  all  that  would  follow  from  it 
would  be  only  this^  that  in  the  list  of  the  high-priests,  Nehem.  xii. 
10,  &c,  the  name  of  a  high  priest  or  two  was  afterwards  inserted  by 
other  persons,  probably  the  men  of  the  great  synagopcue,  who  revised 
the  sacred  books,*  to  make  the  catalogue  of  the  high-priests  com«- 
plete,  and  bring  it  down  to  their  own  times.  But  this  doth  not 
touch  the  authority  of  that  book,  nor  prove  that  Nehemiah  was  not 
the  author  of  it,  which  it  appears,  from  the  whole  strain  of  it,  he 
manifestly  was.  He  next  observes,  that  '  the  books  of  Daniel  and 
Esther  were  written  pretty  long  after  the  captivity,  and  pretty  low 
down  in  the  Persian  empire.'  This  is  not  true  of  the  book  of 
Daniel,  which  was  written  by  Daniel  himself,  in  the  very  beginning 
of  that  empire.  The  book  of  Esther  was  indeed  written  afterwards, 
and  no  wonder,  since  it  contains  an  historical  narration  of  what 
happened  lower  down  in  the  Persian  empire.  He  farther  assures 
us,  that  ^  there  are  several  passages,  and  whole  chapters  in  Isaiah, 
that  must  have  been  written  after  the  Babylonish  captivity ;'  that  is, 
many  years  after  Isaiah  was  dead.  And  this  he  asserted  with  as 
much  confidence  as  if  he  could  really  prove  it.  The  reason  he  gives 
is  pleasant  enough.  ^  They  i*elate  to  the  state  and  circumstances  of 
the  people  at  that  time ;'  that  is,  because  they  prophesy  of  what 
was  to  happen  to  the  people  at  and  after  the  time  of  tne  Babylonish 
captivity,  tnerefore  they  were  written  after  that  time.  AH  that  can 
be  gathered  from  this  is,  that  in  our  author's  opinion,  all  prophecies 
are  written  after  the  event;  but  this  will  hardly  pass  with  others 
for  an  aimiment.  He  next  very  pertinently  observes,  that  *the 
book  of  Psalms  is  a  collection  of  poems  and  songs,  composed  by 
several  hands,  at  great  distances  of  time ;'  and  that  one  of  them, 
viz.  xcth  Psalm,  was  composed  by  Moses.  And  what  this  is 
brought  to  prove  is  hard  to  say.  ^The  second  book  of  Samuel 
brings  down  the  history  above  forty  years  after  the  death  of  that 
prophet,  and  the  last  ten  chapters  of  the  first  book  relate  to  things 
that  were  done  after  the  death  of  Samuel.'  And  what  follows  from 
thence  ?  That  Samuel  did  not  write  the  last  ten  chapters  of  the 
first  book,  nor  any  part  of  the  second.  And  who  supposes  that  he 
did  ?  According  to  the  Jews,  he  wrote  the  former  part  of  the  first 
book ;  and  the  remainder  of  that  book,  and  all  the  second  book, 
were  written  by  Gad  and  Nathan,  the  prophets ;  which  they  gather 
from  what  is  said,  1  Chron.  xxix.  29.  And  the  whole,  when  com* 
piled  together,  mi^ht  be  called  by  the  name  of  Samuel,  because  he 
was  the  most  emment  person  of  the  three,  and  his  acts  were  re- 
corded in  the  first  place. 

All  this  is  nothing  to  Moses;  but  at  last  he  comes  to  produce  a 
proof,  that  the, books  of  Moses  were  not  written  by  hira  ;  and  the 
proof  relates  only  to  a  passage  in  the  book  of  Genesis,  chap,  xxxvi. 
*  where  we  have  an  exact  list  of  all  the  kings  and  dukes  of  Edom, 
before  there  was  any  king  in  Israel,  which  therefore  was  wrote  when 
there  was  a  kio^  in  Israel,  and  consequently  could  not  have  been 
earlier  than  the  time  of  Samuel  and  Saul,'  p.  69. 

*  Concerning  this,  see  Prid.  Connect,  part  1.  at  the  end  of  hook  VIII. 
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But  if  it  should  be  granted^  that  to  the  account  Moses  had  given 
of  Esau  and  his  posterity  was  afterwards  added  by  some  other 

Eerson,  perhaps  by  Samuel,  a  list  of  the  kings  of  Edom,  down  to 
is  time,  to  make  the  account  complete,  it  would  not  follow  that 
therefore  Moses  did  not  write  those  books,  or  that  there  is  any  cor- 
ruption or  alteration  made  in  the  laws  or  facts*  This  insertion  has 
nothing  to  do,  either  with  the  laws  as  delivered  by  Moses,  or  with 
the  accounts  of  the  factp  whereby  those  laws  were  attested,  both 
which  were  written  by  Moses,  and  kept  with  the  utmost  veneration. 
Nor  would  any  succeeding  writer  pretend  to  corrupt  or  change 
them ;  or  if  they  had  attempted  it,  must  soon  have  been  detected- 
And  I  have  elsewhere  shown,  that  there  are  no  corruptions  or  alter* 
ations  made,  in  those  instances  in  which  it  might  be  expected  that 
they  would  have  altered  the  original  records,  if  they  durst  have 
corrupted  them  at  all.*  But  after  all,  it  doth  not  appear  that  the 
passage  the  authgr  refers  to  \vas  inserted  after  the  time  of  Moses, 
nor  can  any  sufficient  argument  be  brought  to  prove,  that  it  was 
npt  written  by  Moses  himself.  It  is  indeed  observed  in  that  pas* 
sage,  that  the  kings  there  mentioned  *  reigned  in  the  land  of  Edom, 
beiore  there  reigned  any  king  over  the  children  of  Israel/  Gen. 
xxxyi.  31.  From  whence  our  author  concludes,  that  *  it  mi;ist  have 
been  written  when  there  was  a  king  in  Israel ;'  but  this  doth  not 
necessarily  follow:  these  expressions  may  be  designed  barely  to 
signify,  that  the  posterity  of  Esau  had  had  so  many  kings  as  are 
there  mentioned  before  the  time  in  which  Moses  wrote ;  whereas 
Israel  had  had  no  king  hitherto ;  though  he  knew  they  would  have 
kings  in  after-times,  as  is  plain  from  what  he  saith,  Deut.  xvii. 
14,  19. 

But  if  it  should  be  granted,  that  these  words  suppose  that  at  the 
time  of  writing  this,  there  was  a  king  over  the  children  of  Israel,  it 
could  not  be  concluded  from  thence  that  Moses  did  not  write  it ; 
for  he  is  expressly  said  to  have  been  *  king  in  Jeshurun,'  or  Israel, 
in  the  blessing  which  he  himself  pronounced  upon  the  tribes,  Deut. 
xxxiii.  5.  And  that  he  was  really  so,  and  had  a  regal  power,  the 
learned  Selden  proves  at  large,  De  Synedr.  lib.  ii.  cap.  1,  2.  And 
in  this  view,  the  design  of  these  expressions  would  only  be  to  sig^ 
nify,  that  there  were  so  many  kings  in  Edom  before  Moses  ruled 
the  Israelites,  who  had  never  been  governed  by  a  single  person  be- 
fore. If  it  be  urged,  that  there  is  not  space  enough  for  so  many 
kings  in  Edom  before  Moses'  time,  I  answer^  that  from  Esau's 
marriage  to  Moses'  death,  there  were  no  less  than  345  years.  And 
here  there  is  room  enough,  both  for  the  first  race  of  dukes  of  the 
children  of  Esau,  mentioned  ver,  16—19,  and  who  were  all  contem- 
porary, and  may  well  be  reckoned  within  the  first  hundred  yeara 
after  Esau's  marriage,  and  after  them  for  the  eight  kings,  mentioned 
ver.  31 — 39.  For  the  reigns  of  kings,  according  to  Sir  Isaac 
Newton's  computation,  may  be  reckoned  at  a  medium,  one  with 
another,  at  eignteen  or  twenty  years  apiece  ;'^  but  let  us  reckon  the 


See  Answer  to  Christiapit^,  &c.  vol  ii.  pp.  139«  140. 
See  hU  Cbrooology  of  aneient  Kingdoms  amended,  chap. 
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kings  of  Edom  at  twenty-two  years  and  a  half,  one  with  another, 
they  will  be  comprehended  within  180  years;  and  at  that  rate  there 
will  be  about  sixty-five  years  still  remaining  between  the  last  of  the 
kings  there  mentioned  and  the  death  of  Moses;  which  is  space 
enough  for  the  dukes  that  are  mentioned  after  the  kings,  ver.  40, 
and  who  probably  were  all  contemporary.  And  the  Edomites,  who 
seem  to  have  bee»  under  the  government  of  dukes  when  Israel  went 
out  of  Egypt,  Exod.  xv,  15,  returned  under  the  government  of  kings 
a  little  before  the  death  of  Moses  ;  for  we  find  there  was  a  kin^  of 
Edom  at  the  time  when  Israel  demanded  a  passage  through  their 
land,  which  was  the  last  year  of  Moses'  life.  There  is  nothing  in 
all  this  but  what  is  very  consistent;  and  so  this  mighty  argument 
of  our  author's,  to  prove  that  Moses  was  not  the  author  of  the 
Pentateuch,  falls  to  the  ground. 

He  next  inveighs,  pp.  70,  71,  against  the  miracles  of  Moses,  as 
he  had  done  several  times  before,  because  of  the  destruction 
brought  on  the  Egyptians  and  Canaanites :  but  this  hath  been 
already  considered  and  obviated  above.  And  after  pronouncing 
these  accounts  of  things  to  be  the  *  most  incredible  fiction  and  for- 
gery that  ever,  was  invented  f  and  that  it  is  '  contrary  to  all  reason 
and  common  sense'  to  look  upon  those  historians  as  having  been 
divinely  inspired,  he  declares,  that  for  his  part,  he  *  is  sure  that  this 
miraculously  stupid  people  were  always  inspired  and  possessed  with 
the  spirit  oi  the  devil.  And  it  is  both  a  matter  of  grief  and  wonder, 
that  they  should  be  able  thus  to  transfuse  their  spirit  and  faith  into 
Christians,'  p.  72,  that  is,  that  both  the  Jews,  all  along,  in  all 
their  generations,  and  all  Christians  that  have  believed  that  those 
accounts  are  true,  and  that  the  sacred  Hebrew  writers  were  di- 
vinely inspired  (and  it  is  certain,  that  our  Saviour,  and  his 
apostles,  and  the  body  of  Christians,  have  considered  them  in  this 
view),  have  been  *  inspired  and  possessed  with  the  spirit  of  the 
devil.'  This  may  give  us  a  ti*ue  specimen  of  the  temper  of  this 
writer.  Many  will  be  apt  to  think,  that  in  describing  the  spirit 
of  the  Jews,  he  has  plainly  discovered  his  own :  and  that  he  has 
drawn  his  own  character  in  stronger  terms,  than  any  of  his  adver- 
saries would  have  done  it  for  him. 

He  farther  objects  against  Moses,  as  guilty  of  imposture,  '  in 
trumping  up  the  Abrahamic  covenant  to  the  people  of  Israel,  or 
^  pretending  to  any  right  or  claim  from  thence  ;'  as  if  it  was  in  ac- 
complishment of  the  promise  made  to  Abraham,  that  they  were  to 
be  delivered  out  of  Egypt,  and  brought  to  Canaan.  He  urges, 
that '  this  must  have  been  without  the  least  ground  or  foundation ;' 
because  the  covenant  God  made  with  Abraham,  concerning  his  pos- 
terity possessing  the  land  of  Canaan  within  400  years  was  condi- 
tional :  and  the  terms  of  that  covenant  had  never  been  complied 
with,  and  all  right  and  claim  from  it  had  been  forfeited  long 
before  the  days  of  Moses :  which  he  proves,  because  '  they  had  run 
into  all  the  idolatry  and  superstition  of  Egypt,'  &c.  p.  72.  But 
it  doth  not  appear,  that  their  possessing  the  land  of  Canaan  was 
suspended  on  the  condition  of  their  persisting  without  any  inter- 
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ruption  in  the  pure  profession  and  practice  of  the  triie  religion  ;  so 
that  any  failure  in  tlieir  obedience  was  an  entire  forfeiture  of  their 
right  and  interest  in  that  covenant ;  and  that  even  though  they  . 
should  afterwards  repent  and  return,  they  were  to  have  no  benefit 
by  it.  Besides  the  passage  the  author  refers  to,  Gen.  xv.  13 — 16, 
contains  not  merely  a  conditional  promise,  but  a  plain  and  abso- 
lute prediction  of  what  should  certainly  come  to  pass.  It  is  there 
expressly  declared  and  foretold  to  Abraham,  that  his  seed  should 
be  strangers  in  a  land  that  was  not  theirs,  and  should  serve  ano- 
ther nation,  and  be  in  an  afflicted  state ;  and  that  at  the  end  of 
400  years,  they  should  come  out  with  great  substance,  and  come 
to  the  land  of  Canaan.  Moses  might  therefore  justly  put  the 
Israelites  in  mind  of  the  promise  made  to  Abraham,  since  the 
time  prefixed  for  the  accomplishment  of  it  was  now  come.  It  was 
indeed  proper,  in  order  to  their  having  the  benefit  of  it,  that  thev 
should  solemnly  engage  to  take  '  the  Lord  for  their  God,'  and  walk 
in  obedience  to  his  laws.  And  this  they  did  engage  to  do;  and 
upon  their  frequent  rebellions  and  revoltings  that  generation  fell  in 
the  wilderness ;  and  their  children,  who  were  not  involved  in  their 
corruptions  and  idolatries,  had  the  benefit  of  it. 

But  he  farther  urges,  p.  73,  that  the  *  plan  which  Moses  laid,  or 
the  method  which  he  had  concerted,  to  make  himself  master  of  the 
country,  was  absolutely  inconsistent  with  the  nature  and  condi^ 
tions  of  the  Abrahamic  covenant.'  How  is  this  proved  ?  It  should 
have  been  by  converting  the  Canaanites,  and  not  in  a  way  of 
bloodshed  and  violence.  But  all  that  was  promised  in  the  cove- 
nant made  with  Abraham,  was,  that  his  seed  should  have  the  land 
of  Canaan  for  a  possession.  The  particular  manner,  in  which  they 
were  to  be  put  in  possession  of  it,  is  not  told.  But  the  reason  of 
their  not  being  to  possess  that  land,  till  after  400  years,  is  declared 
to  be  this,  that  the  iniquities  of  the  Amorites  were  not  yet  full, 
Gen.  XV.  16.  This  plainly  implies,  that  when  their  wickedness 
should  be  arrived  to  the  greatest  height,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
should  that  promise  of  putting  the  Israelites  in  possession  of  that 
land  be  accomplished.  And,  consequently,  it  is  plainly  intimated, 
that  it  was  to  be  done  by  dispossessing  the  Canaanites  in  a  way  of 
exemplary  vengeance  upon  them  for  their  crimes ;  which  this  wri- 
ter, who  presumes  to  direct  divine  providence,  in  the  way  of  deal- 
ing with  guilty  nations,  calls  ^unnatural  cruelty,  violence  and  out- 
rages.' But,  it  seems,  'Abraham  might  easily  have  possessed  him- 
self of  the  country  by  force  of  arms,  if  he  had  thought  this  a  just 
and  proper  method ;  and  so  might  Joseph  have  done  after  him, 
when  he  was  prime  minister  in  Egypt,'  pp.  73,  74.  But  since 
Abraham  was  assured,  that  his  seed  should  be  strangers  and  af- 
flicted in  a  foreign  land,  and  not  possess  the  land  of  Canaan  till 
after  400  years,  it  may  be  presumed,  that  he  was  willing  to  wait 
the  appointed  time;  and  to  have  attempted  it  before,  would 
have  been  no  way  suitable  to  Abraham's  character,  or  to  the 
faith  for  which  he  was  so  renowned.  And  the  same  may  be 
said  with   legard  to   Joseph,  who  made   no  doubt  of  th^  accom- 
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Elishment  of  that  promise,  as  appears  from  Qen.  1.  24,  25,  but 
new  that  the  time  for  it  was  not  yet  come. 
Our  author,  after  some  farther  invectives  against  Moses  and  the 
Israelites,  for  invading  the  Canaanites,  and  for  plundering  and  de- 
stroying the  Midianites,  who  were  punished  in  an  exemplary  man- 
ner by  the  divine  command,  for  enticing  the  Israelites  to  idolatry 
and  vice  ;  would  fain  offer  something  for  vindicating  his  little  sneer 
concerning  Judah's  not  being  able  to  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of 
the  valleys  who  had  chariots  of  iron,  '  because  the  Lord  never  en- 
abled the  Israelites  as  infantry  to  stand  before  the  Canaanites' 
horse/  He  represents  the  answer  I  had  given  to  this  in  his  own 
way ;  but  as  he  is  pleased  wisely  to  pass  over  the  express  proofs  I 
had  brought,  to  show  the  falsehood  of  the  reason  he  had  assigned,* 
I  need  not  take  any  further  notice  of  it. 

He  had,  in  his  former  book,  insinuated,  as  if  the  promise  made 
to  Abraham,  concerning  the  Israelites  coming  to  Canaan  in  400 
years,  was  not  accomplished,  because  they  were  not  immediately 
at  their  first  entrance  into  the  land  of  Canaan  put  in  possession  of 
the  whole  country  at  its  full  extent.  To  which  it  was  answered, 
that  it  is  nowhere  absolutely  promised,  that  they  should  be  imme- 
diately put  into  possession  of  the  whole  land  at  once.  The  time 
of  400  years  was  fixed  for  their  coming  again  to  the  land  of  Ca- 
naan, Uen.  XV.  16,  but  no  time  is  fixed  for  their  being  put  into 
entire  possession  of  the  whole  country.  And  I  observed,  that  it  is 
most  expressly  agaiu  and  again  declared  and  foretold,  that  Ood 
would  not  drive  out  the  Canaanites  from  before  them  '  all  at  once/ 
but '  by  little  and  little/  To  which  this  author  answers,  that '  God 
had  never  declared  this,  till  Moses  himself  had  found,  and  was 
convinced  by  experience,  that  they  could  not  be  driven  out  alto- 
gether, and  that  the  Israelites  had  not  strength  enough,'  pp.  76,  76. 
iBut  it  happens  unluckily  for  him,  that  this  was  declared  soon  after 
the  Israelites  came  to  Sinai,  a  considerable  time  before  the  spies 
were  sent  to  explore  the  land,  and  before  it  could  be  pretended  that 
the  Israelites  had  any  experience  of  the  strength  of  the  Canaanites, 
see  Exod.  xxiii.  29—31.  But>  however,  'he  is  sure,  that  the  rea- 
son which  the  historian  gives  for  this,  could  not  be  God's  reason, 
that  he  would  not  drive  them  out  altogether,  lest  the  land  should 
become  desolate,  and  the  beasts  of  the  field  should  multiply  against 
them.'  He  thinks  the  people  must  have  amounted  to  *  between 
three  and  four  millions  of  men,  women  and  children ;  and  it  is  won- 
derful, that  they  should  not  be  sufficient  to  stock  and  inhabit  a 
country,  not  a  fourth  part  so  big  as  England,  as  this  country  was 
not  in  its  full  extent,  had  they  conquered  it  all.  And  yet  a  land 
thus  stocked  with  inhabitants  must  have  been  more  populous  than 
England,  Holland,  or  any  other  part  of  Europe,  at  this  day,  p.  75. 
But  it  happens,  that  in  this  passage,  where  those  words  are  to  be 
found  which  the  author  here  refers  to,  the  land  assigned  to  the  Is- 
raelites, and  which  was  to  be  delivered  into  their  hands,  was  of  a 

•  Sec  Divine  Authority,  pp.  46,  47. 
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vasUy  larger  extent  than  all  England ;  for  it  is  represented  as 
reaching  *  from  the  Red  Sea  even  unto  the  sea  of  the  Philistines, 
and  from  the  desert  unto  the  river,  viz.  Euphrates ;  all  this  was 
comprehended  in  the  grant,*  though  not  fully  possessed  till  the 
time  of  David  and  Solomon.  And  with  regard  to  the  land  of  Canaan, 
properly  so  called,  it  must  be  considered  that  it  was  a  hilly  coun- 
try ;  and  such  a  country  has  much  more  room  in  it  than  a  plain 
country  of  the  same  extent.  And,  in  fact,  w«  find  that  great  num- 
bers of  the  Canaanites  continued  to  inhabit  many  parts  of  the  land 
for  a  considerable  time  after  the  first  entrance  of  the  Israelites  into 
it.  And  since  they  and  the  Canaanites  together  did  no  more  than 
fill  the  land,  if  the  Canaanites  had  been  utterly  detroyed  at  once, 
some  parts  of  it  might  have  been  left  desolate,  and  the  beasts 
might  have  been  multiplied  upon  them  ;  especially  considering 
that  this  land  was  surrounded  with  great  deserts  and  wildernesses^ 
as  well  as  full  of  hills  and  mountains.  And,  accordingly,  long 
after  this,  when  the  people  of  Israel  were  much  more  in  number 
than  they  were  at  their  first  entrance  into  the  land  of  Canaan, 
that  country  was  frequently  infested  with  wild  beasts,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  several  instances^ 


CHAPTER  V. 


The  testimony  given  bjr  St.  Paul  to  the  Dirine  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures  of  the 
Old  Testament  vindicated  against  the  author's  exceptions.  The  apostle  recom- 
mended those  sacred  writings  as  of  divine  anthoritj  to  the  churches  which  he 
founded  among  the  Gentiles.  He  regarded  the  law  of  Moses  as  having  been  origi- 
nally of  divine  institution,  though  he  knew  by  revelation  it  was  no  longer  to  be  in 
force  under  the  gospel.  Objections  against  this  obviated.  The  typical  reference  of 
that  law  vindicated.  His  attempt  to  prove  that  St.  Paul  was  not  the  author  of  the 
Kpistle  to  the  Hebrews,  considered. 

The  author,  in  his  former  book,  had  undertaken  to  show,  that 
the  law  of  *  Moses  was  not  originally  a  divine  institution  or  reve- 
lation from  God,  to  be  afterwards  abolished  and  set  aside  by  ano- 
ther revelation,  but  was  a  mere  piece  of  carnal  worldly  policy.* 
And  what  was  more  extraordinary,  he  declared,  that  if  he  *  could 
not  make  it  appeor  that  St.  Paul  was  on  his  side,  he  would  give 
up  the  argument'  In  opposition  to  this  I  showed,  by  the  most 
express  testimonies,  that  the  apostle  Paul  did  look  upon  the 
law  of  Moses  to  have  been  originally  a  divine  institution  or  reve- 
lation from  God.     One  passage  I  produced  to  that  purpose  was 

•  See  Deut.  xi.  22, 23,  24.    Jos.  i.  3,  4,  5. 
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that  remarkable  one  to  Timothy,  where  he  commends  him,  for 
that  from  *  a  child  he  had  known  the  Holy  Scriptures/  and  de- 
clares, that  they  were  '  able  to  make  him  wise  unto  salvation/ 
And  then  adds  that  all  Scripture  (or  the  whole  Scripture)  '  is 
given  by  inspiration  of  God/  &c.  I  observed,  that  by  the  Holy 
Scriptures  he  incontestably  refers  to  the  writings  of  the  Old  Tes- 
tament, viz.  those  of  Moses  and  the  Prophets.  Now  what  does 
our  author  say  to  this  ?  Can  he  deny  that  the  Scriptures  there 
referred  to  are  the  writings  of  Moses  and  the  Prophets  ?  He  can- 
not deny  this.  But  he  would  have  it,  that  by  all  Scripture  the 
apostle  only  means  the  moral  precepts  of  Scripture,  p.  79.  And 
at  this  rate  any  writing  in  the  world,  that  has  any  good  moral  pre- 
cepts in  it,  though  mixed  with  many  things  that  are  false  ana  of 
a  pernicious  tendency,  and  containing  a  '  scheme  of  superstition 
and  enthusiasm,  contrary  to  all  reason  and  common  sense,  falsely 
set  up  under  the  popular  pretence  of  a  divine  institution  or  revela- 
tion from  God,'  which  is  the  idea  he  is  pleased  to  give  us  of  the 
Old  Testament  writings,  may  be  safely  recommended,  and  pro- 
nounced to  be  divine,  and  given  by  inspiration  from  God.  But 
whether  this  be  consistent  with  common  honesty,  may  be  left  to 
the  judgment  of  every  reader.  And,  I  am  persuaded,  that  even 
this  writer  himself,  though  none  of  the  most  scrupulous,  yet  in  the 
notions  he  now  hath  of  the  Jewish  Scriptures,  would  not  recom- 
mend them  to  mankind  under  that  general  character,  which  he 
here  pretends  the  apostle  gave  of  them,  who,  he  would  make  us 
believe,  had  the  same  notions  of  them  with  himself:  and  yet  he 
confidently  puts  it  upon  his  reader,  that  *  St.  Paul's  principles  and 
practice  are  perfectly  consistent  in  his  scheme,'  and  that  he  '  cannot 
be  charged  with  anything  of  artifice  or  prevarication/  p.  92. 

But  he  urges,  that  when  the  apostle  JPaul  here  talks  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  recommends  them  as  written  by  inspiration  of  Goci, 
he  could  not  understand  it  of  the  whole  Scripture  in  gross,  or  of 
every  *  thing  that  the  Jews  had  received  as  authentic  Scripture :  be- 
cause this  would  be  to  make  him  assert  a  things  contrary  to  all  truth, 
sense,  and  reason,'  p.  80.  All  that  I  can  malce  of  the  argument  is 
this,  that  because  this  author  looks  upon  it  to  be  absurd  to  hold 
all  the  Scripture  to  be  divinely  inspired,  therefore  the  apostle  Paul 
did  not  and  could  not  hold  it  to  be  divinely  inspired,  though  he  plainly 
represents  it  in  that  view.  But  it  is  urged,  that  he  could  not 
mean  the  bare  historical  parts  of  Scripture,  nor  could  he  mean 
that  part  of  those  writings  which  relate  to  the  ordinances  of  the 
ceremonial  law,  which  this  apostle  every  where  condemns  and  ex- 
plodes. As  to  the  ceremonial  law,  it  nas  been  shown,  that  St, 
Paul  all  alont^  supposes  and  asserts  it  to  have  been  originally  of 
divine  institution,  aesigned  to  be  preparatory  to  the  gospel,  and 
subservient  to  it.*  Nor  hath  this  writer  been  able  to  answer  the 
clear  proofs  that  were  brought  for  that.  And,  indeed,  it  would  be  a 
strange  thing  to  suppose,  that  when  the  apostle  gives  this  noble  cha- 

*  See  Divine  Authoritv,  pp.  48,  49,  52 — 57. 
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racter  of  the  Scriptures  in  general,  he  should  have  no  regard  to 
the  writings  of  Moses,  which  made  so  eminent  a  part  of  those 
Scriptures.  As  to  the  historical  parts  of  Scripture,  though  this 
writer  seems  to  think  it  absurd  to  suppose  that  they  could  be  pro* 
fitable  for  correction  or  instruction  in  righteousness,  &c.  yet  it  is 
certain,  the  apostle  Paul  did  not  think  so.  He  represents  the  histo- 
rical parts  of  Scripture  as  written  for  our  admonition,  and  for  our 
learning,  see  1  Cor.  x.  6 — 1 1,  compared  with  Rom.  xv«  4.  And 
he  frequently  refers  to  the  historical  books  of  the  Old  Testament, 
under  the  notion  of  Scripture.  Thus  we  find  him  referring  to  some 
historical  passages  in  the  book  of  Genesis,  Rom.  iv.  3 :  GaK  iii.  8 ; 
iv.  30.  And  to  an  historical  passage  in  the  book  of  Exodus, 
Rom.  ix.  16 ;  and  to  another  in  the  first  book  of  Kings  xi.  2,  3,  4. 
All  these  he  evidently  cites  and  refers  to  as  Scripture,  and  as  of 
divine  authority.* 

But  our  author  urges,  that  the  historical  writings,  which  the 
Jews  received  as  authentic  Scripture,  ^  abound  with  many  mistakes 
and  inconsistencies  in  history  and  chronology.'  This  is  the  notioa 
he  has  of  them :  but  the  (|uestion  is,  whether  tnis  was  also  the  notion 
the  apostle  Paul  entertained  of  them.  And,  I  am  persuaded,  if 
this  had  been  the  case,  he  would  not  have  given  so  glorious  a  cha- 
racter of  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  general  without  distinction,  as  he 
does,  in  this  passage,  and  which  must  necessarily  have  been  un- 
derstood by  Timothy,  and  all  others  in  that  age,  as  relating  to 
the  sacred  writings  of  the  Old  Testament  in  general.  I  am  very 
little  concerned  about  the  author's  charge  of  inconsistencies ;  when 
he  produces  them,  they  may  be  considered.  Though  if  it  should 
be  admitted,  that  some  mistakes,  with  regard  to  names,  numeral 
letters,  computations  of  years,  and  other  matters  of  small  conse* 
quence,  have  in  process  of  time  crept  into  those  original  writings, 
through  the  mistake  or  negligence  of  transcribers,  it  would  not 
destroy  the  authority  of  those  writings,  or  show  that  the  original 
authors  of  them  were  not  divinely  inspired. 

He  next  goes  into  a  digression,  pp.  80,  81,  concerning  inspiration, 
the  design  of  which  is  to  show,  tnat  no  more  regard  is  to  be  had  to 

*  It  is  evident  to  any  one  that  impartiaUy  reads  the  historical  writings  of  the  Old 
Testament,  that  the  main  design  of  them  is  not  merely  to  gratify,  a  curiosity,  but  to  be- 
get and  maintain  in  the  minds  of  the  people  a  veneration  for  the  Supreme  being,  a  de« 
testation  of  vice  and  idolatry,  a  dread  of  his  justice,  and  a  thankful  sense  of  his  great 
goodness,  by  letting  them  know  how  they  and  their  rulers  prospered,  when  they  ad- 
hered to  the  worship  of  God,  and  the  nractice  of  righteousoess  ;  and,  on  the  contrary^ 
what  calamities  befelthem,  when  they  fell  into  idolatry  and  wickedness.  These  are  the 
important  lessons  which  the  sacred  historical  writings  are  designed  to  convey  to  poste- 
rity. All  things  there  are  made  subservient  to  the  great  ends  of  religion :  and  in  thi^ 
they  are  gloriously  distinguished  from  all  other  historical  writings.  This  author,  in* 
deed,  represents  the  *  Hebrew  historians  as  every  where  discovering  a  visible  and 
strong  prejudice  and  prepossession  in  flavour  of  their  own  nation,'  p.  28.  But  the  con,- 
trary  is  evident.  If  the  wonderful  actings  of  divine  providence  for  them  are  recorded, 
so  also  are  the  ungrateful  returns  they  frequently  made  to  the  divine  goodness.  The 
follies,  the  idolatries  and  revolts  of  their  own  people,  and  the  faults  even  of  their  great- 
est and  most  admired  good  men  and  heroes,  are  related  without  any  arts  of  palliation 
or  disguise,  with,  a  fairness,  a  simplicity,  and  impartiality  that  cannot  be  sufficiently 
admired. 
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what  comes  by  extraordinary  inspiration,  or  is  confirmed  by 
miracles,  than  if  it  had  come  only  in  the  ordinary  way.  What  he 
offers  here  to  this  purpose  hath  been  already  considered ;  see  above 
p.  343,  and  pp.  364,  366,  &c.  At  present  I  shall  only  observe, 
that  whatever  this  writer's  way  of  thinking  may  be,  which  is  of 
little  importance  to  the  world,  he  should  not  pretend  to  put  this 
upon  us  as  the  apostle  Paul's  sentiment ;  or  as  if  it  was  his  opinion 
too,  that  divine  inspiration  is  of  no  authority  at  all,  and  no  more  to 
be  depended  on  than  if  there  had  been  no  inspiration ;  and  as  if 
by  saying,  that  the  Scriptures  are  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  he 
intended  that  they  are  no  more  to  be  regarded  than  any  common 
writings  that  do  not  pretend  to  be  written  by  inspiration  at  all. 
But  it  is  urged,  that  '  under  that  extraordinary  dispensation  of  the 
Spirit,  men  were  not  to  receive  and  believe  every  spirit,  or  every 
matter  of  inspiration,  but  to  try  the  spirits  or  doctrines  of  inspiration, 
whether  they  were  of  God,  or  not,'  But  does  it  follow,  that  they 
were  to  have  no  regard  to  true  inspiration,  because  they  were  to 
take  care  not  to  be  deceived  or  imposed  upon  by  falsely  pretended 
ones  ?  When  Christians  are  commanded  in  the  New  Testament  to 
try  the  spirits,  it  is  evident  that  this  is  not  designed  to  derogate 
from  the  authority  of  the  Scriptures,  since  one  test,  by  which  they 
were  to  try  them,  was  their  agreeing  with  the  Holy  Scriptures.  So 
the  Bereans  tried  the  doctrines  of  the  apostles  by  the  Scriptures, 
and  are  commended  for  it.  Acts  xvii.  11,  12.  And  another  test, 
whereby  they  were  to  try  the  spirits  in  that  first  age,  was  their 
agreeing  with  the  doctrine  of  Christ  and  his  apostles.  Hence  they 
are  commanded  to  mark  those  which  taught  *  things  contrary  to 
the  doctrines  which  they  had  learned,  and  to  avoid  them,'  Rom. 
xvi.  17.  And  St  Paul  earnestly  exhorts  the  Galatians  not  to 
receive  any  doctrine  different  from  what  he  had  taught  them.  And 
why  were  they  so  firmly  to  adhere  to  the  gospel  he  had  taudit 
them  ?  Because  it  was  what  he  himself  had  received  by  revelation 
from  Jesus  Christ,  Gal.  i.  8,  9,  II,  12,  and  which  was  confirmed 
by  the  most  illustiious  attestations  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
chap.  iii.  2,  6. 

This  writer  next  takes  notice  of  a  passage,  produced  by  me,  from 
Rom.  iii.  1,  2,  where  St.  Paul  calls  the  writings  of  the"  Old  Tes- 
tament, of  which  the  law  of  Moses  was  a  principal  part,  the  oracles 
of  God :  and  they  are  expressly  called  so  by  St.  Stephen,  Acts 
vii.  38.  He  has  nothing  to  say  to  this,  but  the  old  story  over  again, 
that  the  apostle  could  not  mean  the  law  of  Moses,  because  he  calls 
its  ordinances  carnal  ordinances,  beggarly  elements,  &c.  And  this 
he  frequently  repeats  in  this  book,  though  he  knows  I  had  proved 
fully  and  distinctly,  that  the  apostle  did  not,  and  could  not,'  in 
consistency  with  himself,  intend  by  those  expressions  to  signify  that 
the  law  of  Moses  was  not  originally  of  divine  institution.  Yea, 
and  that  he  supposes  and  asserts  the  contrary,  in  those  very  places 
where  he  makes  use  of  that  manner  of  expression.  He  has  not 
thought  fit  to  offer  the  least  answer  to  the  proofs  that  were  brought 
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for  this;*  and  yet  repeats  what  he  had  said  before  as  securely,  as 
if  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  it  at  all.  His  following  loose 
harangue,  about  evils  coming  from  God,  as  well  as  good,  &^.  hath 
already  been  considered  in  the  marginal  note,  pp.  58, 59,  to  which 
I  refer  the  reader. 

In  pp.  83,  84,  he  charges  me  as  *  discovering  a  great  deal  of 
artifice  and  prevarication,  but  nothing  at  'all  of  truth  and  reason  ;' 
because  I  say,  that  *  it  cannot  be  denied  that  St.  Paul,  in  all  his 
epistles,  cites  the  Mosaical  and  prophetic  writings  as  of  divine 
authority,  and  that  he  delivered  those  writings  to  all  the  churches 
of  the  Gentiles  among  whom  he  preached,  and  whom  he  instructed 
in  the  Christian  religion,  under  the  notion  of  Scripture,  or  divinely 
inspired  writings.'  He  says,  that '  the  apostle  always  argues  from 
the  authority  of  Moses  and  the  prophets  against  the  Jews,  but 
that  he  never  so  much  as  quotes  them  but  to  the  Jews,  where  he 
found  them  dispersed  among  the  Gentiles,  and  that  the  Jewish  or 
Judaizing  teachers  had  been  tampering  with  the  Gentiles  before, 
and  had  furnished  them  with  those  writings.'  Now  the  contrary  to 
what  this  writer  here  so  confidently  affirms  majr  be  proved  with 
great  evidence.  And  it  might  seem  a  trifling  thing  to  attempt  to 
prove  a  thing  so  well  known,  if  this  author's  denying  it  did  not 
tnake  it  necessary. 

The  epistle  to  the  Romans  was  principally  directed  to  the 
Gentiles,  see  chap.  i.  13.  And  it  appears  tnat  there  were  many 
among  them  that  well  understood  their  Christian  liberty,  and  whom 
he  thought  it  necessary  to  urge  not  to  despise  the  Jewish  converts, 
chap.  xiv.  1,2,  3,  5, 15.  And  yet  he  cites  the  Scriptures  all  along 
as  of  divine  authority,  not  merely  in  those  parts  where  he  is  dis- 
puting with  the  Jews,  but  where  he  is  applying  to  the  Gentiles, 
chaps,  xiv.  xv.  And  in  the  conclusion  of  that  epistle,  speaking  of 
the  gospel  mystery  which  was  then  made  manifest,  he  saith  that  by 
'  the  Scripture  of  the  prophets,  according  to  the  commandment  of 
the  everlasting  God  it  was  made  known  to  all  nations,  for  the 
obedience  of  faith,'  chap.  xvi.  26.  I  do  not  think  there  can  be  a 
clearer  proof  of  what  this  writer  with  so  much  confidence  denies, 
that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament  were  recommended  by 
the  apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  and  represented  by  him  as  of  divine 
authority.  In  his  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  who  were  a  church 
consisting  of  Gentile  converts,  and  whom  he  addresses  to,  and 
considers  entirely  as  such,  Eph.  ii.  1,  2,  11,  12,  he  declares  to 
them,  that  they  were  *  built  on  the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and 
prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  corner  stone,'  ver.  20 ; 
see  also  Eph.  iv.  8,  vi.  2.  The  Corinthians  were  a  church  gathered 
from  the  Gentiles,  and  from  his  first  epistle  to  them  it  appears  that 
they  understood  their  Christian  liberty,  and  were  rather  in  danger 
of  carrying  it  to  an  excess  than  the  contrary.  Nor  is  there  any 
thing  at  all  in  that  epistle  relating  to  the  controversy  of  those  times 
between  the  Judaizing  teachers  and  the  apostle  Paul ;  and  yet  he 


*"  See  '  Divioe  Authority/  pp.  53,  &c. 
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frequently,  on  all  occasions,  cites  the  Old  Testament  writings  to 
them  as  Scripture,  and  as  of  divine  authority,  see  1  Cor.  ii.  9,  ix.  8, 
9,  10,  X.  11,  xiv.  21.  See  also  in  his  second  epistle,  2  Cor.  iv. 
13,  vi.  2,  16, 17,  18,  vii.  1,  viii.  15,  ix.  9.  And  even  to  Timothy, 
his  fellow-labourer,  and  whom  this  writer  supposes  to  have  been  of 
the  same  sentiments  with  himself,  he  all  alonj^  quotes  the  Scriptures 
as  of  divine  authority,  1  Tim.  v.  18, 2  Tim.  iii.  14 — 18.  And  where 
be  exhorts  him  to  ^  continue  in  the  things  he  had  learned  and  been 
assured  of,'  he  recommends  the  '  Holy  Scriptures'  to  him '  as  able  to 
make  us  wise  unto  salvation,'  as  given  'by  inspiration  of  God,'  and 
as  fitted  to  make  the  '  man  of  Gcxi  perfect,'  i.  e.  one  that  was  fit  to 
instruct  others  in  religion.  And  now  can  it  possibly  be  thought 
that  this  great  apostle  would  have  acted  at  this  rate,  if  he  had  not 
looked  upon  the  writings  of  the  Old  Testament  to  be  divinely 
inspired,  but  written  by  persons  falsely  pretending  to  inspiration, 
ana  containing  many  things  that  were  false  and  superstitious,  and 
only  dispersed  among  the  Gentiles  by  the  Jewish  teachers,  his 
adversanes  ?  Would  not  a  man  of  his  sincerity  and  zeal  have  faith- 
fully warned  the  churches  among  whom  he  preached,  not  to  be 
deceived  or  imposed  upon  by  such  pretences,  which,  according  to 
this  writer's  representation,  tended  to  lead  them  so  wrong  in 
religion?  Would  not  he  at  least  have  said  it  in  confidence  to 
Timothy  when  he  was  near  his  own  death,  and  have  instructed  him 
to  let  others  know  it?  But  since  the  contrary  to  all  this  is  manifest, 
that  he  everywhere  in  his  epistle  to  the  Gentile  churches,  and  in 
those  he  wrote  to  Timothy,  especially  his  last,  writ  a  little  before  his 
own  death,  represents  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  Testament  as  of 
divine  authority,  and  refers  to  tnem  on  all  occasions  as  such  ;  it  is 
but  reasonable  to  conclude,  supposing  him  to  be  a  man  of  common 
honesty,  that  he  himself  believed  them  to  be  so,  and  intended  to 
recommend  them  to  those  churches  among  whom  he  preached  as 
such.  To  which  it  may  be  added,  that  it  is  evident  in  fact,  as 
appears  from  the  eldest  monuments  of  those  times  still  extant,  that 
the  churches  which  the  apostle  Paul  planted  among  the  Gentiles, 
and  who  looked  upon  themselves  as  freed  from  the  obligration  of 
the  Mosaic  law  and  ordinances,  did  receive  the  Scriptures  of  the 
Old  Testament  as  of  divine  authority,  and  did  read  them  as  well 
as  the  writings  of  the  apostles  in  their  public  assemblies,  and  that 
they  have  continued  to  be  owned  as  such  by  the  general  consent  of 
the  Christian  Gentile  church  unto  this  day. 

In  pp.  84,  85,  he  reflects  upon  a  passage  in  which  I  had  said, 
that '  tne  apostle  Paul  insisted  upon  it,  that  he  had  received  an 
immediate  revelation  from  God,  concerning  the  abrogating  the 
ceremonial  law,  as  our  author  himself  acknowledges.'  Upon  which 
he  saith,  *  This  is  another  mere  fiction  and  forgery,  for  never  did 
St.  Paul  nor  I  assert  any  such  thing :  and  therefore  all  the  author's 
rant  upon  it  afterwards  can  only  serve  to  show  the  candour  and 
justice  of  such  spiritual  systematical  scholastics.'  And  p,  87,  he 
saith,  that  I  *  most  unrighteously  urge  his  concession  for  the 
abrogation  of  the  ceremonial  law  by  an  immediate  revelation  to 
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St.  Paul/  And  then  he  goes  on  to  observe,  that '  this  law  could 
not  be  abrogated  or  repealed  with  regard  to  the  Gentiles,  who  had 
never  been  oound  by  it ;  and  as  to  its  continued  obligation  to  the 
Christian  Jews,  it  never  came  into  the  question/ 

When  I  first  read  this  reflection  of  the  author's,  I  imagined,  that 
in  the  citation  I  had  made  from  his  book,  I  had  by  mistake  put  in 
the  word  immediate,  and  added  it  to  revelation ;  for  though  this 
would  not  have  altered  the  sense,  yet  it  would  have  been  enough  to 
have  given  him  occasion  to  raise  mighty  clamours  upon  it.  But, 
notwithstanding  all  his  confidence,  I  did  not  think  him,  or  any 
other  writer,  capable  of  bringing  in  such  a  direct  and  strong  charge, 
where  there  was  not  the  least  foundation  or  pretence  for  it  But 
now  I  find  there  is  nothing  so  unfair,  or  so  contrary  to  evident 
truth  or  fact,  which  this  writer  will  not  venture  to  assert,  if  he 
thinks  it  may  but  expose  his  adversary.  The  reader  will  not  think 
this  too  severe,  when  he  reads  the  following  paragraph,  quoted  out 
of  his  first  book,  and  to  which  1  had  referred.  He  there  tells  us, 
that '  the  great  concerning  debate  of  that  time  was  reduced  to  these 
two  (questions;  first,  whetner  the  Jewish  converts  were  still  obliged, 
in  pomt  of  religion  and  conscience,  to  obey  the  whole  law?  and, 
secondly,  whether  the  Gentile  converts,  as  a  matter  of  religion  and 
conscience,  were  bound  to  comply  with  the  Mosaic  law  of  pro- 
selytism,  as  the  necessaiy  condition  upon  which  the  Christian  Jews 
were  to  hold  communion  with  them  ?  In  both  these  points,  the 
apostles,  elders,  and  brethren  at  Jerusalem,  in  consequence  of  their 
decree,  stood  to  the  affirmative,  while  Paul  as  stiffly  maintained 
the  negative  against  them,  declaring  that  he  had  received  this  not 
fVom  roan,  or  by  any  intermediate  conveyance,  but  by  immediate 
revelation.*  And  after  having  observed,  that  this  controversy  at 
length  rose  so  high,  that  the  rest  of  the  apostles  thought  them* 
selves  obliged  to  separate  from  St.  Paul,  he  a^ain  repeats  it,  that 
'  St.  Paul  still  insisted  upon  immediate  revelation  for  this,'  Mor. 
Phil.  vol.  i.  pp.  78,  79. 

Here  it  is  as  evident  as  words  can  make  it,  that  he  himself 
makes  one  of  the  questions  which  he  supposes  to  have  been  debated 
between  St.  Paul  and  the  other  apostles  to  relate  to  the  continued 
obligation  of  the  law  upon  the  Jewish  converts,  though  in  his  present 
book  he  saith,  that  this  ^  never  came  into  the  question.*  And  that  he 
m.*.kes  St  Paul  to  maintain,  that  even  the  Jewish  converts  were 
'  not  obliged,  in  point  of  religion  and  conscience,  to  obey  the  whole 
law,' in  opposition  to  the  other  apostles  who  maintained  that  they 
were  thus  obliged.  And  that  the  apostle  pleaded,  that  he  had 
received  *  this  by  immediate  revelation  from  God.*  And  before  this, 
he  had  declared,  that  ^  St  Paul,  in  all  the  Jewish  synagogues 
where  he  had  pr^ched,  in  Greece  and  Asia  Minor,  had  taught  and 
maintained  that  the  law  was  abrogated  and  done  away  by  the  death 
and  resurrection  of  Christ;  that  in  Christ,  or  under  the  gospel 
dispensation,  there  could  be  no  difference  or  distinction  between 
Jew  or  Gentile,'  see  Mor.  Phil.  vol.  i.  p.  67.  And  in  p.  62,  he  had 
represented'  it  •  as  a  matter  of  fact,  too  plain  to  be  doubted  of  or 
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denied,  that  St.  Paul,  in  his  preaching  to  the  Gentiles  and  to  the 
dispersed  among  the  Jews,  throughout  all  the  parts  ot  the  Roman 
empire,  had  set  aside  the  obligation  of  the  Jewish  ceremonial  law, 
and  declared  it  abolished  and  done  away  by  the  death  and  sacrifice 
of  Christ.'  He  has  this  over  again,  pp.  67,  59,  And  that  this  was 
'  clearly  St.  Paul's  opinion  and  a  new  doctrine  of  his  own,'  ibid. 
And  expressly  saith,  that  all  the  apostles, '  Barnabas,  &c.  fell  off 
from  St.  Paul,  because  they  could  not  agree  to  absolve  the  Jewish 
converts  from  their  obedience  to  the  law,  as  the  law  of  God,  or  as 
a  matter  of  religion  and  conscience,'  p.  72.  And  that,  therefore,  as 
he  expresses  it,  p.  79,  they  left  him  to  preach  his  own  gospel,  as  he 
called  it,  in  his  own  way.  And  then  adds,  that  St.  Paul  '  insisted 
upon  immediate  revelation  for  this;'  that  is,  for  this  among  other 
things,  that  the  Jewish  converts  were  not  *  still  oblip^ed,  in  point  of 
religion  and  conscience,  to  obey  the  law  :'  or  in  other  words,  that 
the  law  was  abrogated  and  done  away  in  Christ,  even  with  regard 
to  the  Jewish  converts.  And  yet  he  has  the  confidence  now  to 
charge  me  with  fiction,  forgery,  and  unrighteousness,  as  if  I  had 
abused  and  misrepresented  him  in  the  highest  degree,  for  saying,  that 
he  himself  acknowledged,  in  his  former  book,  that  St.  Paul  insisted 
upon  it,  that  he  had  received  an  immediate  revelation  from  God, 
concerning  the  abrogating  the  ceremonial  law.  And,  in  most  express 
contradiction  to  what  he  himself  had  asserted  in  his  former  book, 
he  now  affirms,  that '  St.  Paul  pretended  to  no  revelation  from  God, 
as  abrogating  the  ceremonial  law  with  regard  to  the  Jews,'  p.  87, 
I  leave  it  to  the  reader  to  make  what  reflections  he  thinks  fit  upon 
this  conduct. 

He  has  a  long,  confused  ramble,  pp.  86 — 92.  The  design  of 
which  is  to  show,  that  St.  Paul  could  not  teok  upon  the  law  of 
Moses,  as  a  thing  which  had  been  originally  instituted  by  God,  but 
which  he  knew  by  revdation  was  now  abrogated.  But  he  offers 
little  on  this  head  but  what  he  had  alleged  before,  and  which  was 
fully  confuted.  It  was  proved,  in  the  book  which  he  has  at- 
tempted to  answer,  by  plain  and  express  testimonies  from  the  apos- 
tle Paul  himself,  who  best  understood  his  own  sense,  that  he  did 
look  upon  the  law  of  Moses  to  have  been  originally  of  divine  insti- 
tution ;  and  that  even  where  he  argues  against  its  being  now  obli- 
gatory, yet  he  grants  and  asserts  this  law  to  have  been  originally 
given  by  God  himself,  and  that  for  wise  purposes.  It  was  also 
shown  that  he  plainly  declares,  that  this  law  is  now  abrogated ; 
that  whereas  we  were  formerly  *kept  under  the  law'  till  the  faith 
should  be  revealed,  and  the  'promised  seed'  should  come,  as  a 
child  in  his  state  of  non-age  is  kept  under  the  discipline  of  tutors 
and  governors,  we  are  now  freed  from  that  yoke ;  whereas  it  was 
as  a  *  schoolmaster  to  lead  us  unto  Christ,'  we  are  now  no  longer 
'under  that  schoolmaster;'  that  Christ  hath  brtken  *down  uie 
middle  wall  of  partition,'  that  is,  the  ceremonial  law  which  w  as  a 
partition-wall  between  Jews  and  Gentiles;  and  that  he  ^abolished 
the  enmity,  even  the  law  of  commandments,  consisting  in  ordi- 
nances :'  that  he  hath    *  blotted    out    the   hand-writing   of  ordi- 
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nances  and  hath  taken  it  away,  nailing  it  to  his  cross:*  and  that 
now  in  'Christ  Jesus  there  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  but  all  are  one 
in  Christ  Jesus.'*  I  question  whether  any  words  could  be  more 
express  to  show  that  the  law  of  Moses  is  now  no  longer  ia  force ; 
and  that  the  obligation  of  it  is  taken  away  through  Jesus  Christ. 
This  was  evidently  part  of  the  gospel  the  apostle  raul  preached  in 
opposition  to  the  Judaizing  teachers;  and  he  expressly  declares, 
tliat  he  had  the  gospel  which  he  preached,  'not  of  man  nor  by  man, 
but  by  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ;*  which  is  as  plain  a  description 
of  his  having  had  it  by  immediate  revelation,  as  any  words  can  be. 
I'rom  whence  it  clearly  foll(tws,  that  he  had  it  by  revelation  from 
Jesus  Christ,  that  the  law  of  Moaes  was  now  abolished,  and  no 
longer  obligatory  in  point  of  religion  and  conscience.  But  our 
author  urges  against  this,  that  *if  there  had  been  any  revelatioa  • 
at  all  about  abrogating  the  ceremonial  law,  Peter  and  the  other 
ap3stles  and  teachers  of  the  circumcision  must  doubtless  have 
known  it,  and  it  must  have  been  first  revealed  to  them  as  bein^ 
more  immediately  concerned  in  it ;  and  that  if  St.  Paul  had  urged 
any  such  revelation,  it  must  have  been  rejected  by  them  as  a  false 
pretension  and  an  imposture,  as  God  had  revealed  no  such  matter  to 
any  of  them.'  pp.  85,  87, 89.  And  he  has  it  over  again,  p.  98.  But  if 
it  should  be  granted,  that  St.  Paul  had  a  revelation  relating  to  this 
matter  before  it  was  revealed  to  any  other  of  the  apostles,  or  that  it 
was  more  clearly  and  fully  revealed  to  him  than  it  was  to  any  of 
the  rest,  and  that  he  was  more  expressly  anpointed  and  commis- 
sioned to  declare  it,  it  would  not  follow,  either  that  it  was  not  a 
true  revelation  from  God  to  St.  Paul,  or  that  the  other  apostles 
would  not  or  could  not  acknowledge  it  as  such.  The  apostle  Peter 
had  a  revelation  relating  to  his  preaching  the  gospel  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, and  taking  them  into  the  Christian  church,  without  putting  a 
difference  between  them  and  the  Jews,  before  the  other  apostles 
had  it ;  but  they  did  not  for  this  reject  it,  but  when  thejr  found  he 
had  such  a  revelation,  acquiesced  in  it  with  joy.  And  it  was  evi- 
dently proved  in  my  former  book,  that  the  other  apostle  did  not 
deny  the  revelation  which  St.  Paul  professed  to  have  received  from 
Christ,  but  approved  the  doctrines  he  preached,  and  acknowledged 
his  divine  mission.  If  this  writer  could  prove  that  the  other  apos- 
tles had,  or  pretended  to  have,  a  contrary  revelation,  and  that  in 
opposition  to  St  Paul,  they  urged  it  upon  the  Jewish  converts  as  a 
duty  to  observe  the  ceremonial  law  as  still  necessary  in  point  of 
religion  and  conscience,  this  would  be  something  to  his  purpose; 
and  this  he  had  asserted  in  his  former  book.  But  in  answer  to 
him,  it  was  shown,  that  there  was  an  entire  harmony  between  St. 
Paul  and  the  other  apostles  on  that  head  :  that  it  doth  not  appear, 
by  any  one  passage  in  the  whole  New  Testament,  that  any  of  the 
apostles  ever  once  exhorted  their  Christian  converts  to  adhere  to 
tl>e  law  of  Moses,  and  the  rites  there  prescribed,  as  still  obligatory 
under  the  gospel :  that  the  doctrines  they  preached,  as  well  as  the  > 

•  ♦  See  Rom.  yi.  14  ,Gal.  Hi.  25.28,  iv.  5,  Eph.  ii.  14,  15,  Col.  ii.  14,  iii.  U. 
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apostle  Paul,  tended  to  prepare  the  Jewish  converts  for  an  entire 
aorogation  of  the  law :  and  that  it  appears,  from  their  whole  con- 
duct, that  neither  St.  Paul  nor  the  other  apostles  looked  upon  the 
law  of  Moses  as  properly  obligatory  under  the  gospel,  in  point  of 
conscience,  and  as  necessary  to  our  justification  and  acceptance 
with  God ;  though  both  he  and  they  looked  upon  it  to  be  still  lawful 
to  observe  the  Mosaic  rites  in  compliance  with  weak  consciences. 
This,  indeed,  is  what  this  writer  cannot  comprehend.  He  thinks 
it  is  evident,  that  if  St.  Paul  or  the*  other  apostles  had  known  by 
revelation,  that  the  law  was  abrogated  or  abolished  by  Jesus 
Christ,  they  could  not  have  complied  with  it,  or  observed  it  all  in 
religion,  reason,  or  conscience ;  which  yet  we  find  they  did.  He 
triumphs  in  this,  as  if  it  were  perfect  demonstration,  and  has  it 
over  and  over,  as  if  he  were  never  weary  of  repeating  it.*  But  the 
wholeof  what  he  says  on  this  head  proceeds  upon  a  palpable  mistake, 
as  if  because  that  law  was  no  longer  obligatory  as  before,  so  as  to 
bind  the  consciences  of  men  to  the  observance  of  it  as  necessary  by  a 
divine  command,  therefore  the  observation  of  it  became  immediately 
and  absolutely  unlawful :  but  this  doth  not  follow.  Two  things  were 
observed,  that  fully  account  for  the  consisten<^  of  the  conduct  of  St. 
Pkul  and  the  other  apostles  in  this  matter.  The  one  is,  that  they 
knew  it  was  the  will  of  God,  that  the  law  of  Moses  with  its  pecu- 
liar rites,  should  be  no  longer  strictly  obligatory  in  point  of  con- 
science on  the  disciples  of  Jesus;  and  that  Christ,  by  his  coming, 
and  by  his  death,  nad  really  superseded  that  law,  and  set  them 
free  from  the  obligation  of  its  ceremonial  rites  and  ordinances ;  and 
had  taken  away  the  distinction  between  Jews  and  Gentiles.  The 
other  is,  that  they  also  knew  that  it  was  the  will  of  God,  that  in  a 
merciful  condescension  to  the  prejudices  of  the  Jews,  the  observa- 
tion of  that  law  and  its  peculiar  rites  should  be  indulged  for  a 
while,  and  that  the  abrogation  of  it  should  not  be  urged  upon  them 
all  .at  once,  but  by  degrees;  which  was  accordingly  done.  And  I 
showed  the  great  wisdom  and  reasonableness  of  this  method.  Our 
author  has  not  offered  the  least  answer  to  the  proofs  I  had  brought 
for  this;t  but  contents  himself  with  assuring  his  reader,  that  I 
have  not  'answered  any  thing  that  had  been  said,'  but  that  *I 
ramble  on  upon  a  presumption,  that  the  ceremonial  law  had  been  at 
first  in  St.  Paul's  account,  an  immediate  divine  institution,  and  conse- 
quently a  real  matter  of  religion  and  conscience  to  those  who  were 
under  it,  but  was  now  vacated,  and  done  away,  or  repealed,  by  re- 
velation;' but  that,  for  this,  I  have  not  the  'least  authority  from 
St  Paul,  nor  any  other  apostle.'  p.  91.  And  if  he  can  make  such 
a  general,  confident  assertion  pass  with  any  of  his  readers  for  a 
sufficient  answer  to  all  the  proofs  I  had  alleged,  he  is  a  very  lucky 
man  :  in  the  mean  time,  till  he  offers  somethmg  new,  I  shall  pass 
this  by,  together  with  his  choice  flowers  about  '  fox-hunting,'  and 
a 'wild-goose  chase'  and  pursuing  or  not  'pursuing  an  untamed 
creature. 

•  See  pp.  85,  88,  89,  94,  98,  100, 101. 
t  See  all  this  proved,  Divine  Authority,  PP*  ^.^^i^^^^^TZoOqIc 
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He  next  observes,  p.  92,  that  *  Moses  had  given  the  laws  to  the 
people  as  a  standing  perpetual  ordinance  throughout  all  their  gene- 
rations, and  that,  consequently,  any  abrogation  or  repeal  of  it  must 
be  contrary  to  the  nature  and  declared  intention  of  the  law  itself.* 
And  he  observes,  that  to  this  I  answered,  that  the  words  'for  ever,' 
'everlasting/  &c.,  do  not  always  signify,  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
This,  indeed,  was  one  thing  I  urged,  but  it  is  far  from  being  the 
whole  of  what  I  offered,  as  this  writer  thinks  fit  to  represent  it. 
It  was  farther  observed,  that  whatever  we  suppose  the  extent  of 
those  phrases  'for  ever,'  and  'throughout  their  generations,'  to  be, 
the  desi^  was  only  to  signify,  that  Israel  should  be  obliged  to  a 
perpetud  observation  of  those  laws  till  God  should  signify  his  will 
to  tne  contrary;  and  that  it  was  never  to  be  abrogated  by  any  hu- 
man authoritv,  nor  were  the  people  themselves  to  cast  off  the  obli- 
gations of  it  by  any  act  of  their  own.  But  it  was  not  the  design 
of  those  phrases  to  signify,  that  God  himself  would  never  chanee 
or  abrogate  those  laws.  On  the  contrary,  Moses  himself  plainly 
signified,  that  they  might  afterwards  expect  a  new  law  and  new 
institutions  fi-om  God,  and  directed  their  thoughts  to  another  that 
was  to  arise  'like  unto  him,'  to  whom  they  were  to  hearken,  and  to 
do  what  he  should  command  them  in  the  name  of  God.  And  fhat 
afterwards,  the  abolition  of  the  law,  and  the  introducing  of  a  new 
dispensation,  was  more  clearly  simfiified  by  the  prophets.  And 
finally,  that  the  very  nature  of  the  law  itself  plainly  showed,  that 
it  was  not  designed  to  be  of  invariable  continuance.*  Of  all  this, 
our  author  takes  not  the  least  notice ;  only  observes,  that  it  is  very 
plain,  that  the  whole  nation  never  understood  it  so.  Which  is  far 
from  being  true,  since  it  hath  been  often  shown,  by  evident  testi- 
monies from  the  Jewish  writers,  that  some  of  them  have  acknow- 
ledged, that  in  the  days  of  the  Messiah  there  should  be  a  new  law, 
and  that  the  ceremonial  law  of  Moses  should  be  abolished. f  And 
if  the  Nazarene  or  Christian  Jews  were  (as  he  urges)  for  a  long 
time  'zealous  for  the  law,'  it  only  shows  the  great  power  of  preju- 
dice ;  though  many  of  those  that  had  been  converted  from  among 
the  Jews  to  the  Cnristian  faith,  did,  in  process  of  time,  come  to  see 
their  liberty. 

He  goes  on  to  acquaint  us,  p.  93,  that  he  had  ur^ed,  'that  Moses 
had  established  propitiations  and  atonements  for  sin,  by  the  blood 
of  beasts :  and  that  St.  Paul  had  declared  it  to  be  impossible  that 
the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats  should  take  away  sin.'  And  then  he 
says,  speaking  of  me,  'the  author  grants  this  contradiction,  and 
yet  says  it  is  no  contradiction.  For  though  the  blood  of  beasts 
might  take  away  sin  under  the  law,  yet  it  could  not  do  it  now  the 
law  was  abolished.'  It  is  thus  he  represents  my  argument,  and 
puts  these  last  words  in  an  Italic  character,  to  lead  the  reader  to 
think  they  were  my  own  words.  Any  one  that  compares  this  with 
what  I  had  offered  in  the  book  he  pretends  to  answer,  pp.  60,  61, 

♦  See  Divine  Authority,  pp.  58 — 60, 

t  The  reader  may  see  several  express  testimonies  to  this  purpose  collected  from  the 
ancient  Jewish  writings,  in  Bishop  Chandler's  Defence,  &c.  pp.  339.  SCO.      CjOOqIc 
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will  find  how  far  this  is  from  being  a  fair  representation  of  the 
argument. 

As  to  the  contradiction  he  speaks  of,  there  is  no  more  a  contra- 
diction, according  to  the  doctnne  of  the  apostle,  between  the  sacri^ 
fices  appointed  under  the  law  and  the  sacrifices  of  Christ,  than  be- 
tween the  substance  and  the  shadow,  the  type  and  the  anti-type. 
The  apostle's  doctrine  is  plainly  this,  that  the  legal  sacrifices  could 
not  by  any  virtue  of  their  own,  purge  away  sin,  or  make  the  offerer 
'perfect,  as  pertaining  to  the  conscience.'  They  were  external 
atonements  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  upon  offering  of  which,  in  the 
manner  there  prescribed,  the  person  was  legally  clean,  and  free 
from  the  penalty  he  had  incurred,  and  the  guilt  he  had  contracted. 
But  they  were  not  in  their  own  nature  a  proper  satisfaction  to  God, 
and  a  sufficient  expiation  for  the  sins  of  men.  And  in  this  sense 
it  was  then,  and  always  will  be,  impossible  for  the  'blood  of  bulla 
and  goats  to  take  away  sin.'  And  therefore  they  were  not  insti- 
tuted merely  for  their  own  sakes,  but  with  a  farther  view,  as  types 
and  prefigurations  of  that  most  perfect  sacrifice  to  be  offered  in  ful- 
ness of  time,  viz.,  that  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  'through  the  eternal 
Spirit  offered  himself  without  spot  to  God,'  and  hath  appeared 
onee  in  the  end  of  the  world  to  'put  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of 
himself;  which  being  infinitely  superior  to  that  of  bulls  and  goats,, 
had  a  much  greater  virtue  ancl  efficacy,  and  could  alone  do  that  in 
reality,  which  the  oblations  under  the  law  could  only  do  in  type 
and  figure.  This  is  evidently  the  apostle's  doctrine,  and  upon 
which  the  strain  of  his  arguing  depends. 

What  hath  our  author  to  say  to  this?  Can  he  deny  that  the 
apostle  all  along,  in  that  epistle,  supposes  the  law  of  Moses,  parti- 
cularly with  regard  to  the  sacrifices  and  priesthood,  to  have  been  of 
divine  institution,  even  where  he  is  arguing  for  its  being  abolished? 
It  is  incontestably  evident,  that  in  the  whole  course  of  his  argu- 
ment, he  not  only  grants,  but  asserts  this;  as  appears  from  the 
passages  cited  in  my  former  book,  pp.  82,  83.  Nor  has  this  writer 
any  tiling  to  offer  against  it,  but  the  old  stoiy,  that  if  it  had  been 
originally  a  divine  institution,  and  afterwards  set  aside  by  revela- 
tion, the  apostle  Paul  could  not  have  observed  that  law  in  any  one 
instance.  And  upon  saying  no  more  than  this,  which  had  been  so 
fully  answered,  he  thinks  fit  to  triumph  over  me,  as  not  'capable 
of  conviction/  or  of  'thinking  out  of  the  common  systematical 
track.'  p.  94. 

I  had  mentioned  the  apostle's  declaring, '  that  the  legal  sacrifices 
sanctified  to  the  purifymg  of  the  flesh;  and  that  tliis  external 
atonement  is  what  Moses  intends  as  the  immediate  consequence  of 
the  priest's  sprinkling  the  blood.'  But  he  cannot  for  his  '  life  un- 
derstand, or  make  any  sense  of  this  external  legal  purification  and 
atonement.'  And  the  truth  is,  as  he  represents  the  matter,  nobody 
can  understand  it.  '  He  cannot,'  he  says, '  make  any  sense  of  this 
external  legal  purification  and  atonement  for  sin,  where  no  sin  had 
been  committed,  for  which  the  law  required  the  sacrifice,  and  no  sin 
could  be  pardoned  or  done  away  by  it,'  p.  94.    This,  indeed,  is  ab- 
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solute  nonsense,  to  talk  of  a  legal  atonement  for  sin  where'no  sin  had 
been  committed  against  the  law,  and  no  pardon  could  be  obtained 
by  it.  But  then  the  nonsense  is  his  own,  and  he  may  take  the  credit 
of  it.  This  external  purification  and  atonement  for  sin  did  suppose 
that  a  sin  had  been  committed  for  which  the  law  required  the  sa- 
crifice, and  that  the  sin  or  fault  was  done  away  or  pardoned  in  the 
eye  of  the  law.  And  this  is  what  the  apostle  calls  '  sanctifying  to 
the  purifying  of  the  flesh  ;'  i.e,  a  person  was,  upon  offering  the  sa* 
crifice,  outwardly  sanctified  or  cleansed  ;  he  was  clear,  in  the  eye 
of  the  law,  from  the  guilt  he  had  contracted.  When,  therefore,  he 
goes  on  wisely  16  ask,  '  was  legal  sin  no  sin,  and  legal  forgiveness 
no  pardon  or  remission  of  sins  at  all  V  I  answer,  legal  sin  was  a 
sin  or  fault  committed  against  the  law  ;  and  legal  forgiveness  was 
a  pardon  or  remission  of  that  sin  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  and  whereby 
a  person  was  set  legally  clear  and  free.  But  he  cannot  '  conceive 
what  sin  could  be  forgiven  or  atoned  for  by  a  man's  offering  a  sa- 
crifice in  the  legal  way,  unless  it  was  the  sin  of  not  offering  it, 
which  would  have  been  punished  with  death,  for  any  wilful  pre- 
sumptuous refusal/  This,  again,  is  completely  absurd.  Let  us 
suppose  a  man  had  committed  a  sin  or  fault,  for  which  the  law  re- 
quired sacrifice  to  be  offered,  and  that  upon  offering  the  sacrifice, 
and  doing  what  the  law  required,  it  was  declared,  that  his  sin  was 
forgiven  him.  The  question  is,  what  sin  was  forgiven  him  ?  Any 
man  of  common  understanding  would  take  it,  that  it  must  be  the 
sin  on  the  account  of  which  he  offered  the  sacrifice,  which  was  no 
longer  to  be  charged  upon  him,  nor  was  he  to  be  obnoxious  to  any 
penalty  on  the  account  of  it  No ;  this  writer  cannot  conceive  this 
at  all ;  but  he  can  conceive  that  the  sin  that  was  declared  to  be  for- 
given him  upon  offering  the  sacrifice,  was  the  sin  of  not  offering 
the  sacrifice,  ue.  a  sin  which  he  had  not  committed — for  he  did 
offer  the  sacrifice.  Our  author,  who  undoubtedly  designs  by  this 
to  expose  the  Mosaic  constitution,  has  only  manifested  his  own 
absurdity,  and  shown  what  an  excellent  expositor  he  would  prove, 
if  he  was  left  to  inteiyret  the  Scripture  in  his  own  way.  He  then 
goes  on  to  repeat  what  he  had  said  in  his  former  book,  that  no 
^  punishment  was  ever  remitted  on  the  account  of  the  sacrifice  that 
was  offered,  except  the  punishment  which  must  have  been  inflicted 
for  disobedience,  in  case  of  not  offering  the  sacrifice.'  This  is  ex- 
actly repeating  the  same  nonsense,  in  other  words,  which  he  had 
urged  before,  concerning  remitting  a  punishment  that  had  not 
been  incurred,  and  paraoning  a  sin  that  had  not  been  com- 
mitted. 

He  next  proceeds,  pp.  96,  96,  to  say  something  about  types.  And 
he  begins  with  obseiTing,  *  that  I  seem,^by  my  way  of  talking  upon 
it,  to  understand  no  more  about  the  nature  and  use  of  types  than  a 
child  when  he  is  taught  such  things  in  his  catechism.'  And,  therefore, 
he  condescends,  in  his  superior  wisdom,  to  instruct  me.  And  what 
he  saith  on  this  subject  amounts  to  this  :  That  all  types  are  bare 
allegories,  which  had  no  original  resemblance  to  the  thmgs  to  which 
they  are  compared,  but  are  only  afterwards  accommodated  by  way 
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of  allusion  and  illustration.  And  I  will  readily  grant  this  authori  that 
it  does  not  prove  that '  things  had  originally  any  such  sense,  meaning, 
or  construction,  merely  because  they  are  afterwards  referred  to  in  a 
way  of  allegory,  simile,  and  allusion  ;  and  that  such  allegories  and 
allusions  may  serve  for  illustration  in  comparing  one  thing  to  another, 
where  there  is  any  resemblance,  but  that  they  cannot  alone  estab* 
lish  any  doctrinal  truth/  In  this  our  author  has  made  no  dis- 
covery, and  has  told  me  nothing  but  what  I  knew  as  well  before. 
But  still  the  question  remains,  whether,  in  the  original  institution 
of  the  law  of  Moses,  there  was  not,  in  the  design  of  God,  a  refer- 
ence to  what  was  to  come  under  the  New  Testament  dispensation  ? 
And  whether  some  of  the  rites  and  ordinances,  there  prescribed, 
were  not  originally  so  contrived  by  the  supreme  wisdom  as  to  be 
intended  as  types  and  prefieurations  of  '  good  thing^  to  come  ?'* 
In  which  case  they  diner  From  mere  allegories,  which,  without 
having  been  originally  intended,  are  only  afterwards  accommodated 
by  way  of  allusion.  And  our  author  saith  nothing  at  all  to  show 
the  absurdity  of  such  a  scheme  as  this.  This  is  evidently  the 
scheme  the  apostle  Paul  goes  upon.  And  though  we  could  not 
demonstratively  have  urged  this  without  such  information,  yet  if 
the  same  Divine  Spirit,  by  whom  those  ordinances  were  instituted, 
enlightened  the  apostle  m  discovering  the  original  intention  of 
them,  this  is  a  sufficient  authority  in  the  case.  And  now,  by  com- 
paring the  one  with  the  other,  as  represented  by  the  apostle,  the 
beautiful  harmony  and  correspondence  between  the  type  and  the 
antitype  appears ;  and  this  gives  a  noble  and  comprehensive  view 
of  the  Divine  wisdom,  and  shows  one  uniform  glorious  design  still 
carrying  on  from  the  beginning. 

In  pp.  96,  97,  he  repeats  what  he  had  said  in  his  former  book, 
concerning  the  Mosaic  law  being,  in  St.  Paul's  opinion,  a  '  dispen- 
sation of  darkness,  slavery,*  &c.,  and  that  therefore  it  could  not  be 
a  divine  institution,  and  that  it  is  directly  contrary  to  the  Gospel. 
What  he  had  offered  on  this  head  was  fully  and  distinctly  con- 
sidered^, to  which  he  has  not  vouchsafed  the  least  answer,  i  need 
not,  therefore,  take  any  farther  notice  of  it,  nor  of  some  other 
things  here  said  by  him,  which  he  had  repeated  twice  or  thrice 
before  in  this  very  section,  and  which  have  been  already  con- 
sidered. He  concludes,  with  an  attempt  to  prove,  that  the  Epistle 
to  the  Hebrews  was  not  written  by  St.  Paul :  but^  he  himself  had, 
both  in  his  former  book,  and  in  this  very  section,  supposed  that 
St  Paul  was  the  author  of  it.  For,  p.  93,  he  urges,  *  that  St  Paul 
had  declared  it  to  be  impossible  that  the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats 
should  take  away  sin.'  And  it  is  only  in  the  Epistle  to  th^  Hebrews 
that  this  declaration  of  St.  Paul  is  to  be  found.  But  it  happened  to 
be  for  his  convenience,  at  that  time,  to  suppose  St  Paul  to  have 
been  the  author  of  this  epistle ;  and  now,  a  few  pages  afler,  it  is 
most  for  his  convenience  to  deny  it.     And  what  does  he  produce  to 

•  See  '  Divine  Authority,'  pp.  52—57. 
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show  that  that  Epistle  was  not  written  by  St.  Paul  ?  Why,  it  i& 
plain  to  him,  that  *  it  is  not  written  in  that  apostle's  Htyle  and 
language.  There  is  nothing  in  it  of  his  loftiness  of  expression  and 
strength  of  imagination.'  This  author  has  a  very  nice  taste  ;  but 
others,  who  are  as  good  judges  as  he,  find  it  nothing  inferior  to 
any  of  his  epistles  in  strength  or  loftiness.  And  the  learned  Span- 
heim  hath  produced  a  great  number  of  expressions  in  this  epistle 
parallel  to  those  in  his  other  epistles,  and  many  of  them  peculiar 
to  St.  Paul,  and  only  to  be  found  in  his  writings.*  He  farther 
urges,  '  that  St.  Paul's  not  setting  his  name  to  this  epistle,  as  he 
did  to  all  his  genuine  undoubted  and  authentic  writings,  is  alone 
sufficient  to  set  aside  this  epistle,'  &c.  But  St.  Paul's  not  pre- 
fixing his  name  to  it  cannot  be  alone  a  proof  that  he  did  not  write 
it,  if  we  have  other  sufficient  reasons  to  believe  him  the  author  of 
it.  And  I  think  we  have  sufficient  reason,  both  from  the  testimony 
of  the  most  ancient  writers,  who  mention  it  as  St.  Paul's,  and  the 
general  consent  of  the  Greek  Church  from  the  beginning f,  and 
from  his  way  of  concluding  that  epistle,  exactly  after  St.  Paul's 
manner,  chap.  xiii.  18,  19,  24,  25,  and  talking  of  his  coming  to  see 
them  with  Timothy,  whom  he  represents  as  '  set  at  liberty,'  and 
whom  he  calls  his  brother ;  and  from  the  testimony  of  St.  Peter, 
who  plainly  makes  mention  of  an  epistle  written  by  St.  Paul  to 
those  to  whom  Peter  directed  his  epistle,  who  seem  principally  to 
have  been  the  believing  Jews. 

But  our  author  farther  urges,  that  '  it  is  plain  to  him,  that  this 
epistle  must  have  been  written  after  the  destruction  of  the  temple, 
and  the  cessation  of  the  Jewish  priesthood  and  sacrifices,  because 
it  never  mentions  the  temple  or  sacrifices  as  then  subsisting ;  but 
always  speaks  of  the  Jewish  priesthood  and  economy  as  abolished, 
done  away,  and  ceased.'  On  the  contrary,  it  may  be  argued,  that 
throughout  that  whole  epistle  he  speaks  all  along  as  if  the  temple 
were  still  in  being,  and  its  sacred  rites  and  ceremonies  still  in  use 
among  the  Jews.  And  it  can  scarce  be  supposed,  that  if  this 
epistle  had  been  written  after  the  destruction  of  the  temple,  the 
author  of  it  would  have  omitted  the  mention  of  this,  which  might 
have  been  of  considerable  advantage  to  his  argument.  In  the 
epistle  ascribed  to  Barnabas,  and  which  is  written  pretty  much  on 
the  same  subject  with  that  to  the  Hebrews,  the  destruction  of  the 
temple  is  expressly  mentioned,  cap.  16.  Where,  speaking  of  the 
temple,  he  saith,  ^  it  is  now  destroyed  by  their  enemies.'  Then, 
citing  a  prophecy,  to  show  that  the  city,  temple,  and  people  of 
Israel  were  to  be  given  up,  he  adds,  '  and  it  hath  come  to  pass  ac- 
cording as  the  Lord  spake  :'  an  evident  proof  that  this  Epistle  was 
written  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  And  if  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews  had  been  written  after  that  event,  we  might  have  expected 

*  See  his  '  Dissert,  de  Autbore  Epistola  ad  Hebneos,'  part  ii.  cap.  1,  2  ;  part  iii. 
cap.  1,  $.9. 

f  See  the  Dissertation  now  mentioned,  part  i.  cap.  6.  And  the  English  reader  maj 
consolt  Whitby's  Preface  to  his  Commentary  on  that  epistle. 
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some  hints  of  this  kind ;  but  no  such  thing  appeal's.*  As  to  what 
the  author  urges,  that  '  this  epistle  always  speaks  of  the  Jewisli 
priesthood  and  economy  as  abolished,  done  away,  and  ceased  :'  no 
more  is  said  in  this  epistle  to  this  purpose  than  in  other  epistles, 
which  are  undoubtedly  St.  Paul's,  and  written  before  the  destruc- 
tion of  Jerusalem.  As  in  the  passage  before  referred  to,  p.  236, 
where  he  declares,  '  that  Christ  hath  broken  down  the  middle  wall 
of  partition  between  Jews  and  Gentiles :  and  that  he  hath  abolished 
the  law  of  commandments  in  ordinances,'  &c.,  and  hath  *  blotted 
out  the  hand-writing  of  ordinances,  and  hath  taken  it  away,  nail- 
ing it  to  his  cross.'  Here,  it  is  evident,  St.  Paul  speaks  of  the 
legal  economy  as  abolished  and  done  away  in  Christ,  that  is,  that 
the  obligatory  virtue  of  it  was  ceased,  in  epistles  written  whilst  the 
temple  was  yet  standing.'  And  yet  our  author  here  takes  upoa 
him  to  aflSrm,  that  '  the-  apostle  never  would  have  done  this  in 
his  time,  while  he  himself  was  complying  with  it  occasionally, 
and  pronounces  it  to  be  a  most  wild  and  extravagant  notion,  that 
the  Jewish  priesthood  and  sacrifices  had  been  abolished  and  done 
away,  while  the  whole  Christian  circumcision  was  under  it,  and 
submitting  to  it,'  p,  100,  101.  The  consistency  of  the  practice  and 
conduct  of  St.  Paul  and  the  other  apostles  in  this  matter  hath  been 
fully  shown.  But  I  cannot  help  observing,  by  the  way,  the  great 
consistency  of  this  writer,  who,  m  his  former  book,  had  strongly  as- 
serted it  over  and  over  as  a  most  certain  matter  of  fact,  that  could 
not  be  denied,  that  St.  Paul,  in  all  the  synagogues  of  the  Jews 
throughout  the  lesser  Asia,  had  preached  up  to  the  Jews  themselves 
the  abrogation  of  the  ceremonial  law,  and  endeavoured  to  convince 
ihem  that  it  was  done  away  by  the  death  of  Christ,  as  if  he  had 
made  this  the  constant  subject  of  his  preaching,  which  is  carrying 
the  matter  a  great  deal  too  far ;  but  in  his  present  book  represents 
the  supposing  him  ever  to  have  talked  of  the  abrogation  of  the  law 
at  all,  *as  so  wild  and  extravagant  a  notion,  that  it  deserves  no  con- 
sideration at  all.'  What  can  be  done  with  an  author  that  so  glar- 
ingly contradicts  himself,  and  seems  to  have  no  settled  scheme  of 
principles  at  all,  but  affirms  or  denies  things  just  as  best  answers 
his  present  puipose? 

♦  He  speaks,  chap.  viii.  IS,  of  the  Covenant's  *  waxing  old,  and  heiiig  ready  to 
vanish  away,  iyyv^  i«|>«w<r/Moi;,  near  an  abolishment  or  disappearing/  wliich  seems  to 
show  that  the  time  for.  its  utter  abolition  or  vanishing  away  by  the  destruction  of  the 
temple  and  city  of  Jerusalem  was  not  yet  come,  but  was  very  near. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

That  the  law  of  Moses  did  not  extend  onlj  to  the  outward  actions,  but  to  the  inward 
dispositions.  That  it  did  not  confine  benevolence  to  those  of  their  own  particular  body, 
nor  was  founded  in  the  principles  of  persecution,  shown  in  opposition  to  the  author's 
attempt  to  prove  the  contrary.  What  he  further  offers  to  prove,  that  human  sacrifices 
were  indulged  and  encouraged  in  that  law,  shown  to  be  vain  and  insufScient,  His 
exceptions  with  regard  to  the  case  of  Abraham's  offering  up  Isaac,  considered.  That 
patriarch  vindicated  from  his  charge  of  enthusiasm. 

The  author  had,  in  his  first  book,  affirmed,  that  the  law  of  Moses 
was  merely  political,  and  that  it  could  only  relate  to  outward  actions, 
but  could  not  relate  to  the  inward  principles  and  motives  of  action, 
whether  good  or  bad.     In  answer  to  which  I  showed,  by  express 
testimonies  from  that  law,  that  it  did  not  relate  to  the  outward  ac- 
tions alone,  but  to  the  inward  principles  and  motives  of  action.    Upon 
which  he  now  observes,  that  all  political  laws  must  presuppose  the 
reasonableness  of  inward  truth  and  righteousness,  but  yet  it  is  only 
the  outward  practice  or  political  part  that  can  be  guarded  or  secur- 
ed by  force :  this  is  all  that  can  be  done  by  any  temporal  penal  laws, 
p.  104.     But  the  argument  I  urged  was  this,  that  Moses  did  not 
merely  suppose,  but  frequently  and  expressly  require  and  enjoin,  a 
right  disposition  of  the  heart  and  mind,  as  well  as  a  proper  outward 
practice ;  and  therefore  this  must  be  regarded  as  properly  the  subject- 
matter  of  his  law. 

Our  author  himself,  after  shifting  awhile,  owns  that  Moses  preach- 
ed moral  truth  and  righteousness  to  the  people,  but  then  this  he  did, 
not  as  a  lawgiver  and  judge,  but  as  a  prophet  and  preacher  of  right- 
eousness.    This  is  really  granting  the  point  in  question.     For  it 
must  be  considered,  that  it  was  as  a  prophet  extraordinarily  inspired 
of  God,  that  Moses  delivered  his  law.     And  the  design  of  it  was  not 
merely  to  erect  that  people  into  a  civil  community,  but  into  a  sacred 
polity.     It  was  not  therefore  merely  a  system  of  political  precepts, 
mtended  to  regulate  their  outward  actions  and  civil  conduct  in  so- 
ciety, but  to  fonn  them  to  just  sentiments  and  a  right  practice  in  re- 
ligion, and  to  give  them  directions  as  to  the  whole  of  their  conduct. 
And,  therefore,  it  contains  solemn  commands  and  injunctions,  in  the 
name  of  God  himself,  their  supreme  lawgiver,  relating  not  only  to 
their  outward  behaviour,  but  to  the  inward  affections  and  dispositions 
of  their  minds.     And  these  precepts  are  as  express  &s  any  other 
commands  of  the  law,  enforced  by  the  same  divine  authority  by 
which  the  other  commands  are  enforced.     And  though  the  neglect 
of  those  precepts  that  required  good  inward  dispositions  of  mind, 
could  not  come  under  those  penalties  in  the  law  that  were  to  be  in- 
flicted by  the  civil  Magistrate,  yet  they  came  under  the  general 
sanctions  of  the  law,  as  enforced  by  the  hopes  of  the  divine  favour, 
and  the  fears  of  the  divine  displeasure,  to  which  they  were  taught 
by  Moses  to  have  a  continual  regard.     And,  therefore,  no  reason 
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can  be  given  why  these  should  not  be  as  properly  regarded  as  a  part 
of  that  law,  as  any  other  laws  or  injunctions  there  prescribed.  And 
in  this  view  good  men  considered  the  law,  and  extolled  its  great 
usefulness  and  excellency,  as  enlightening  the  mind,  purifying  and 
rejoicing  the  heart,  and  converting  the  soul,  &c.  Psalm  xix.  7 — 11. 

I  had  urged  the  tenth  commandment  as  forbidding  all  coveting, 
&c.  The  author  answers,  that  this  relates  to  the  outward  act  of 
robbery,  rapine,  violence,  &c.  and  not  barely  to  the  inward  act  of 
coveting,  desiring  or  wishing  for,  &c.  But  how  does  he  prove  that 
it  doth  relate  to  the  outward  act  of  rapine,  &c.  The  reason  he 
gives,  is,  because  if  this  was  not  against  rapine  and  robbery,  there  is 
no  commandment  in  the  decalogue  a^inst  it.  As  if  the  law,  com- 
manding not  to  steal,  was  not  a  sufficient  prohibition  of  robbery  and 
rapine,  especially  in  so  short  and  comprehensive  a  collection  of  laws 
as  the  decalogue  is.  But  both  the  propriety  of  the  words  them- 
selves naturally  lead  us  to  interpret  the  tenth  commandment  as  prin- 
cipally relating  to  the  inward  desires  and  motions  of  evil  concupi- 
scence ;  and  the  apostle  Paul  so  interprets  it,  as  I  showed,  which 
this  writer  thinks  proper  to  take  no  notice  of.  And  though  as  he 
urges,  the  inward  act  of  coveting  could  not  possibly  fall  under  the 
cognizance  of  any  human  penal  law,  yet  it  could  fall  under  the  cog- 
nizance of  a  divine  law,  and  of  God,  the  giver  of  that  law,  whom 
they  were  taught  to  regard  as  their  supreme  governor  and  judge, 
who  perfectly  knew  their  hearts,  and  from  whom  they  were  to  ex- 
pect rewards  and  punishments  accordingly. 

He  had  mentioned  it  as  a  defect  in  Moses's  law,  that  it  provided 
no  sufficient  remedy  against  intemperance,  &c.  But  now  ne  owns, 
that  in  the  passage  I  quoted  from  Deut.  xxix.  19,  20,  Moses  threa- 
tens such  sinners,  as  indulged  themselves  in  drunkenness  and  intem- 
perance, with  the  vengeance  of  God,  as  offenders  against  the  rule 
and  law  of  righteousness  ;  but  he  would  have  me  produce  a  statute 
or  law  of  Moses,  where  such  acts  of  personal  intemperance  are  made 
penal,  i.  e.  where  civil  penalties  were  enacted  against  them.  But, 
surely,  if  Moses  threatens  such  sinners  with  the  wrath  of  God,  and 
that  all  the  curses  written  in  the  law  should  be  upon  them,  as  in  the 
passage  I  produced,  this,  to  those  that  regarded  it  as  the  law  of  God, 
enforced  fey  his  express  authority,  ought  to  have  had  a  mighty 
weight.  And  if,  notwithstanding  this,  that  nation  run  into  great 
excesses  of  intemperance,  as  this  writer  alleges,  this  was  not  to  be 
charged  upon  the  law,  but  upon  the  corruption  of  mankind;  no  more 
than  the  corruption  of  Christians  is  to  be  charged  upon  the  gospel- 
law. 

But  he  farther  observes,  that  *  St.  Paul  every  where  distinguishes 
the  law  of  Moses  fi-om  the  law  of  faith,  fidelity,  or  righteousness 
towards  God.  And  that  he  proves  at  large,  that  righteousness  could 
never  be  obtained  by  the  law,  which  was  a  law  of  works,  or  outward 
obedience  only,'  p.  105.  But  this  author  entirely  mistakes  or  mis- 
represents the  apostle's  sense,  and  seems  to  have  no  just  notion  at 
all  of  the  design  of  his  arguings  on  this  subject.  St.  Paul  doth  not 
represent  it  as  if  the  law  only  required  outward  obedience,  whereas 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DEF£ND£D4  401 

the  Gospel  requires  inward  righteousness :  nor  doth  he,  by  calling 
it  the  law  of.  works  in  opposition  to  the  law  of  faith,  intend  to  sig- 
nify, that  it  only  required  external  works,  or  acts  of  duty.  This 
would  be  ta  make  him  contradict  himself,  and  subvert  his  own  ar- 
gument. For  he  expressly  represents  the  law  as  extending  to  the 
inward  motions  of  the  soul,  and  as  forbidding  and  condemning  the 
inward  irregular  workings  of  concupiscence ;  and  that,  therefore,  it 
was  by  the  law  he  came  to  the  knowledge  of  sin.  He  declares,  that 
'the  law  was  holy,  just,  and  good ;  and  that  it  was  spiritual,  though 
men  were  carnal,  Rom.  vii.  7 — 14.  And  he  proves,  that  by  the 
works  of  the  law  could  no  man  be  justified,  that  is,  accepted  in  the 
sight  of  God,  and  entitled  to  life;  which  is  what  he  means  by  jus* 
tincation  in  this  argument,  because  no  man  could  perfectly  obey  its 
precepts.  And  therefore,  his  doctrine  is,  that  we  must  be  justified 
or  accepted  only  through  the  infinite  grace  and  mercy  of  Crod,  by 
which  laith,  or  a  steady  dependence  on  his  faithfulness,  truth,  and 
goodness,  issuing  in  a  sincere  obedience  and  the  practice  of  right- 
eousness^ is  graciously  accepted  and  rewarded,  though  imperfect, 
and  attended  with  failures  and  defects.  Thus  Abraham  the  father 
of  the  faithful,  who  was  so  highly  favoured  of  God,  and  upon  their 
descent  from  whom  the  Jews  so  highly  valued  themseivesj»  was  jus- 
tified before  the  law  was  given.  He  believed  God,  and  it  was  ac- 
counted unto  him  for  righteousness ;  that  is,  he  exercised  a  firm 
trust  and  dependence  on  his  faithfulness,  goodness^  and  mercy^  and 
on  hid  most  gracious  promises,  and  showed  the  reality  of  this  faith 
by  his  obedience  and  ready  submission  to  the  si^ifications  of  the 
divine  will,  and  therefore  was  accepted  and  justified  before  God, 
though  he  had  not  yet  received  circumcision,  nor  was  any  part  of 
the  ceremonial  law  yet  instituted.  And  when  the  law  of  Moses  was 
afterwards  given,  the  design  of  it  was  not  to  alter  or  annul  the  pro- 
raise  made  to  Abraham,  or  render  it  of  none  efiect.  Still  good  men, 
even  under  the  law,  were  justified  and  accepted  of  God,  as  Abraham 
had  been,  not  merely  by  their  works,  or  obedience  to  the  law,  which 
obedience,  being  defective,  could  not  in  strict  justice  entitle  them 
to  a  reward,  but  by  their  faith  and  trust  in  the  divine  grace  and 
mercy,  productive  of  a  sincere  though  imperfect  obedience.  The 
law  was  added,  as  the  apostle  spesuKS,  because  of  transgressions. 
It  was  given  to  restrain  idolatry,  and  other  ofiences,  to  discover 
to  men  their  duty,  and  to  convince  them  of  sin,  to  keep  them 
under  a  strict  discipline  and  tutorage,  suited  to  that  time  and 
state  of  things,  till  the  time  should  come  for  the  last  and  most 
perfect  revelation  of  the  divine  will,  and  for  the  full  disovery  of 
the  divine  grace  and  mercy  through  Jesus  Christ,  the  promised 
Saviour,  lliis  seems  to  be  the  account  the  apostle  gives  of  the 
true  original  design  and  intent  of  the  law.  And,  accordingly, 
Christ  being  come,  that  peculiar  economy  is  abolished.  And  as 
Abraham  was  justified  without  the  observance  of  the  Mosaic  law, 
or  any  of  its  peculiar  rites  and  ceremonies  which  were  not  then  insti- 
tuted ;  so  Christians  now  are  justified  without  observing  any  of  the 
peculiar  legal  rites  and  injunctions,  which  were  only  imposed  fov  a       ^ 
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time  till  the  promised  seed  should  come,  in  wham  all  nations  were 
to  be  Uessea.  They  are  accepted  and  justified  as  Abraham  was, 
freely,  by  divine  grace  through  faith,  or  a  steady  trust  in  Godj  and 
dependence  on  his  mercy,  faithfulness,  and  goodness,  and  on  his 
most  gracious  promises  and  the  revelations  he  hath  given  of  his 
will,  accompanied  with  a  sincere  though  imperfect  obedience  to  his 
holy  and  excellent  precepts.  But  this  faith,  now  required  of  ns, 
hath  a  more  explicit  regard  than  that  of  Abraham  had  to  the  Re- 
deemer, as  being  now  actually  come,  and  in  whom  the  exceeding 
riches  of  the  divine  grace  and  mercy  are  most  gloriously  displayed, 
and  freely  offered  and  exhibited. 

But  to  return  to  our  author.  He  had  laid  a  mighty  stress  upon 
it,  as  an  insuperable  objection  against  the  Mosaical  economy,  that 
though  it  obliged  those  that  were  under  it  to  live  in  peace  and 
amity  with  one  another,  yet  they  were  put  into  a  state  ot  war  vrith 
the  rest  of  the  world ;  and  that  the  Jewish  state,  or  the  religion  of 
Moses,  was  founded  on  the  principles  of  persecution.  In  opposition 
to  this  it  was  clearly  shown,  by  express  testimonies  from  the  law 
itself,  that  it  prescribed  to  the  people  of  Israel,  who  were  constituted 
under  it,  a  kmd  and  benevolent  conduct,  not  only  towards  one  an- 
other, those  of  the  same  conmiunity,  but  towarcb  strangers  of  any 
other  nation  tiiat  were  among  them,  whom  they  were  most  ex- 
pressly commanded  to  treat  with  the  utmost  kindness  and  human- 
ity. And,  whereas  this  writer  had  urged,  that  this  was  only  to  be 
understood  of  such  strangers  as  were  incorporated  with  them,  I 
showed,  that  it  extended  to  all  strangers,  though  not  incorporated 
into  their  peculiar  polity,  nor  observing  any  of  tiieir  particular  laws 
and  rites,  providea  they  did  but  worship  tiie  one  true  God,  iree 
rom  idolatry ;  nor  were  they  ever  to  persecute  any  for  not  conform^ 
ing  to  their  peculiar  rites  and  forms  of  religion  and  worship. 

%ut  the  author  is  resolved  to  persist  m  his  charge.  And  the 
great  thing  he  alleges  to  make  it  good  is,  because  of  their  distinctive 
rites  and  usages,  whereby  they  were  kept  separate  from  other  na- 
tions, which  he  represents  as  obliging  them  '  not  so  much  as  to 
converse  vrith  those  of  any  other  nation,  nor  to  show  them  the  least 
marks  of  common  respect,  civHity,  or  decency.'  And  he  thinks 
there  could  not  be  a  more  effectual  method  taken  to  establish  a  state  of 
.eternal  enmity  and  war  between  them  and  ihe  rest  of  the  world  than 
this;'  and  that  it  'was  not  possible  that  atopic  thus  constituted 
could  propagate  the  true  religion  to  other  ^nations  but  by  force  of 
arms.'  And  that  this  therefore,  was  a  '  declaration  of  war  with  the 
rest  of  the  world,  made  and  confirmed  by  their  very  constitution,' 
pp.  107,  108.  And  he  repeats  it  again,  p.  112.  It  will  be  admow-  ' 
ledged,  that  by  the  Mosaic  constitution  there  were  many  distinctive 
rites  and  usages  appointed,  the  design  of  which  was  to  keep  them 
from  incorporating  with  other  nations,  lest  they  should  learn  their 
cprrupt  customs,  and  by  too  great  a  familiarity  be  drawn  into  a 
conformity  to  tiieir  idolatrous  rites.  And  tlie  proneness  they 
showed  to  revolt  to  the  usages  of  other  nations,  notwithstanding  all 
this  care  to  keep  them  distinct,  showed  the  wisdom  and  expediency 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BBFEMDEIU  403 

<Qf  this  constitution.  But  though  they  were  thus  kept  distinct  and 
separate  from  other  people,  it  doth  not  foUow,  that  therefore-they 
were  hereby  put  into  a  state  of  war  with  them  by  their  very  consti- 
tuti<m ;  nor  tnat  they  were  obliged  not  so  much  as  to  converse  with 
them,  or  show  them  the  ^  least  marks  of  common  respect,  civilit]^, 
and  decency.'  There  is  no  such  thing  urged  upon  them  in  their 
law.  They  might,  notwithstanding  meir  distinctive  rites,  show 
them  all  the  offices  of  humanity.  It  is  observed  concerning  the 
ancient  Egyptians,  Gen.  xliii.  32, '  That  they  might  not  eat  bread 
with  the  Hebrews ;  for  that  is  an  abomination  to  the  Egyptians.' 
AXid  therefore  when  Joseph  entertained  his  brethren  with  great 
kindness,  they  had  bread  set  for  them  by  themselves.  And  Herod- 
otus observes,  concerning  the  Egyptians  in  his  time,  that  they 
would  not  make  use  of  a  knife,  a  spit,  or  a  pot  belon^ug  to  the 
Greeks,  nor  take  a  bit  of  beef  cut  with  a  Greek's  knife,  Herod. 
Euterpe,  cap.  41.  And  after  this,  cap.  78  of  the  same  book,  he 
concludes  his  discourse  concerning  their  feasts  with  this  observation, 
warploKri  Si  "xptwfuvoi  vdfcoco-c  aXXov  oiSiva  hrueritavrai  roitn : 
*  Using  their  own  country-customs,  they  receive  no  other  besides 
them.'  And  afterwards,  cap.  91,  that  as  they  use  no  Greek  cus- 
toms, so  fir^  aXkiaVf  &c. '  neither  would  they  use  the  customs  of 
any  other  men  in  the  world.'  Yet  this  did  not  hinder  the  Egypt- 
ians from  conversing  with  those  of  other  nations ;  nor  were  they  for 
this  regarded  as  in  a  '  state  of  eternal  enmity  and  war  with  the  rest 
of  mankind.'  Nor  did  it  hinder  them  £rom  propagating  their  reli- 
gion, since  by  the  author's  own  acknowled^ent,  they  were  tlie 
great  propagators  of  idolatry  to  other  nations.  And  though  he 
takes  upon  him  to  affirm,  that  a  people  constituted  as  the  Jews 
were  could  have  no  other  way  of  {uropa^ting  their  religion  but  by 
force  of  arms,  the  contrary  to  this  is  evident  fi'om  undeniable  fact 
For  that  they  did  propagate  the  true  religion,  and  did  proselyte 
great  numbers  of  other  nations  all  over  the  Roman  empire,  as  well 
as  in  Babylon,  Persia,  and  many  parts  of  the  East,  without  using 
any  force  of  arms.  There  might  be  some  petence  for  charging  the 
Mosaic  constitution  as  putting  the  Jews  into  a  state  of  war  with  the 
rest  of  mankind,  if  any  passage  could  be  produced  out  of  the  law, 
urging  the  Jews  to  such  a  conduct  towards  all  other  nations,  as 
Socrates  is  introduced  by  Plato  prescribing  to  the  Greeks  with  res- 
pect to  the  barbarians,  which  was  a  name  they  generally  gave  to 
•all  other  nations  but  themselves.* 

To  what  I  had  observed,  that  by  the  law  of  Moses  they  were 
expressly  obliged  to  show  kindness,  not  only  to  one  another,  but  to 
strangers  too,  our  author  answers,  as  he  had  done  before,  that  it 

*  He  would  hare  the  Greeks  look  upon  one  another  as  all  of  the  same  family  and 
kindred,  but  upon  the  barbarians  as  strangers  and  aliens ;  that  the  Greeks  were  ^^^a^u 
^iXoi,  *  friends  bjr  nature/  and  therefore  they  should  not  go  to  war  with  one  another  ;  or 
if  they  did,  they  should  do  it  as  if  they  were  some  time  to  be  recouciled ;  but  that  the 
barbarians  were  ittlkiiMi  ^ucu,  *  enemies  by  nature/  with  whom  they  were  to  be  contin- 
ually at  war ;  that  it  would  therefore  be  wrong  for  the  Grecians  to  destroy  Grecians,  to 
reduce  them  to  slavery,  or  waste  their  fields,  or  bum  their  houses ;  but  that  they  should 
do  all  this  to  the  barbarians.    See  Plat,  de  Repob.  1.  5.    Op.  Tom.  ii.  pp.  470,  471.  ^ 
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was  only  to  their  own  'naturalized  strangers,  or  the  proselytes  who 
lived  among  them^  and  who  worshipped  the  same  God,  and  made  a 
part  of  the  same  nation/  p.  108.  And  he  represents  it  as  an  extra- 
ordinary piece  of  assurance  in  me,  to  deny  that  '  the  proselytes  of 
the  gate  were  naturalized  strangers,  or  that  they  were  considered  and 
owned  as  members  of  the  same  society/  p.  109.  The  reader  that  is 
at  all  acquainted  with  these  matters,  will  be  apt  to  smile  at  this 
passage.  The  writer  had,  in  what  he  said  on  this  head  in  his 
former  book,  showed  his  utter  ignorance  of  the  Jewish  constitution. 
I  endeavoured  to  set  him  right,  and  show  him  his  mistake ;  that 
though  the  pi-oselytes  of  righteousness,  who  were  circumcised  and 
obliged  to  observe  the  whole  law,  were  naturalized  and  looked  upon 
as  Jews,  and  belonging  to  their  particular  body  or  polity ;  yet  the 
proselytes  of  the  gate,  who  worshipped  the  true  God,  but  were  not 
obliged  to  any  of  the  peculiar  Mosaic  rites,'*^  never  were  looked  upon 
as  naturalized,  or  belonging  to  that  particular  polity  or  body,  out 
were  still  regarded  as  Gentiles,  and  as  the  pious  among  the  Gien- 
tiles.  But  our  author  is  resolved  to  persist  in  his  error.  He  had 
said  they  were  naturalized ;  and  he  is  resolved  that  it  shall  be  so ; 
and  not  only  will  not  receive  information  when  it  is  offered  him, 
but  is  for  abusing  those  that  are  not  as  ignorant,  or  will  not  speak 
as  imptoperly  as  himself. 

His  proof  that  they  were  naturalized  is  pleasant  enough.  ^  I  am 
very  sure  (says  he)  that  by  the  law  of  Moses  they  were  to  be  re- 
ceived, considered,  and  treated  as  brethren  and  fellow-citizens,  and 
were  under  the  protection  of  the  law  as  much  as  the  circumcised 
Jews  themselves,  while  they  lived  among  them.  And  this  was  all 
that  I  meant  by  naturalization.'  Who  would  not  admire  the  acnte^ 
ness  of  this  writer  ?  that  is,  because  they  were  to  be  treated  very 
kindly  and  tenderly,  therefore  they  were  naturalized,  or  regarded  as 
belonging  to  their  peculiar  nation  or  polity.  Whereas  the  proper 
conclusion  from  it  is  this ;  that  though  they  were  not  (as  it  is  certain 
they  were  not)  regarded  as  belonging  to  their  peculiar  polity  or  na- 
tional body ;  yet  they  were  to  be  treated  with  the  utmost  kindneas 
and  humanity.  Though,  if  we  should  allow  this  to  be  a  sufficient 
proof  of  their  naturalization,  it  would  only  prove,  contrary  to  this 
writer's  intention,  that  the  Mosaic  constitution  was  of  a  large  and 
nc^le  extent.  For  it  seems  all  the  world  were  naturaliz^  and 
looked  upon  as  belonging  to  their  body,  only  upon  worshipping  the 
one  true  God  free  from  idolatry,  and  without  observing  their  pecu- 
liar rites  smd  ceremonies. 

But  he  makes  an  attempt,  if  he  could  prove  it,  that  would  be 
something  more  to  his  purpose.  After  having  told  us,  that  the 
proselytes  of  the  gate  *  made  a  part  of  the  same  nation/  he  saith, 
that  thou0;h  they  were  not  circumcised,  yet  *  they  complied  with 
the  sacrificial  part  of  the  law,  and  paid  their  tithes  and  dues  to  the 

*  Thus  we  find  die  <  strangers  within  their  gates/  that  is,  who  were  suffered  to  dwell 
among  them,  and  to  whom  they  are  so  often  commaoded  to  show  Idndness.  in  the  Uw, 
are  allowed  'to  eat  that  which  died  of  itself;'  which  was  expressly  prohibited  to  every 
Jew.    Dent.  xir.  tl. 
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priests.'  He  expresses  himself  as  if  he  intended  to  put  it  upon  his 
reader^  that  the  proselytes  of  the  gate^  who  were  uncircumcised, 
observed  all  that  part  of  the  Mosaic  law  that  related  to  sacrifices. 
And  this  every  body,  that  is  not  a  stranger  to  that  constitation, 
knows  to  be  a  ^eat  mistake.  The  Gentiles^  indeed,  were  allowed, 
though  not  obliged,  to  offer  some  kinds  of  sacrifices  to  God,  as  sa- 
crifices had  been  a  part  of  worship  in  use  before  the  law  was  given ; 
but  there  were  many  sacrifices  required  on  particular  occasions,  and 
which  all  the  Israelites  or  proselytes  of  righteousness  were  obliged 
to  offer  in  the  manner  there  prescribed  ;  but  the  proselytes  of  the 
gate  never  were  required,  nor  so  much  as  permitted  to  offer  them# 
or  any  sacrifices  that  had  the  peculiar  rites  of  the  Mosaic  law  inter- 
mixed with  them ;  nor  to  pay  tithes,  first-fruits,  8cc.  These  were  so  far 
from  being  required  of  them  by  the  law  of  Moses,  or  by  any  of  the 
Jewish  constitutions,  that  if  they  should  offer  them  they  were  to  be 
rejected.  See  all  this  fully  proved  by  the  learned  Mr.  Selden,  De 
Jur.  Nat.  et  Gent*  Lib.  iii.  Ap.  3 — 7. 

As  to  what  he  saith,  that '  Solomon,  when  he  built  the  temple, 
assigned  a  particular  court  for  those  devout  Gentiles  who  came  up 
with  their  gifts  and  offerings  to  Jerusalem ;  and  he  prays  for  them, 
that  God  would  bestow  upon  them  all  the  favours  and  blessings  of 
his  own  people,  p.  109.'  This  only  proves  against  himself,  that 
that  constitution  was  not  on  so  narrow  a  foundation  as  he  repre^ 
sents  it ;  for  Solomon  is  there  praying  for  strangers  that  were  not  of 
the  people  of  Israel.  See  1  Kings  viii.  41 — 43.  But  it  doth  not 
prove,  that  those  strangers  were  regarded  as  naturalized  and  incor- 
porated into  their  peculiar  body  and  polity  without  circumcision.^ 
And  indeed  the  very  name  of  the  court  of  the  Gentiles  (though  it 
does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  court  with  that  name  in  Solo- 
mon's time,  as  there  was  afterwards)  shows  that  they  were  still 
regarded  as  Gentiles,  and  not  as  belonging  to  the  Jewish  nation  or 
body  at  all ;  and  therefore  they  were  not  suffered  to  come  within 
those  limits,  into  which  every  Jew  and  every  proselyte  of  righteous- 
ness was  allowed  to  come;  and  it  was  considered  as  penal  if  they 
tiansgressed  those  bounds. 

Page  110,  the  author  gives  a  signal  instance  how  much  he  is  to 
be  depended  upon  in  representing  the  sense  of  his  adversaries.  He 
represents  me  as  pretending,^ that  though  persecution  for  conscience' 
sake,  or  establishing  true  religion  by  force  of  arms,  would  be  wrong, 
now,  and  must  be  wrong  under  all  circumstances  of  which  we  can 
judge;  yet  it  does  not  follow  that  therefore  it  was  wrong  imder  a 
theocracy,  or  under  the  circumstances  of  the  Israelites  when  that 
law  was  given.'  This,  he  says,  is  the  sum  of  my  whole  argument 
under  this  head  ;  where  he  very  candidly  puts  it  upon  his  reader, 
that  I  have  acknowledged  that  ^  persecution  for  conscience'  sake,  or 
establishing  religion  by  force  of  arms,  was  allowed,  and  even  pre- 
scribed by  the  law  of  Moses ;'  when  the  design  of  that  part  of  my 
book  was  to  show,  that  the  law  of  Moses  did  not  prescribe  persecu- 
tion for  conscience'  sake.  And  then  he  proceeds,  very  formally,  to , 
argue  against  persecution  for  conscience' sake,  or  establishing  mU-. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


406  THE   MOSAIC  LAW 

gion  by  outward  force  and  vioIeDce.  He  urges,  tbat '  tiie  argument 
depends  on  the  eternal,  immutable  reason  and  fitness  of  things,  the 
moral  perfections  of  God,  and  the  nature  of  religion  in  itself/  8cc. 
But  he  might  have  spared  his  argument ;  and  instead  of  proving, 
that  to  force  religion  upon  the  conscience,  or  to  force  the  outwara 
practice  against  conscience  is  wrong,  he  should  have  proved,  that  in 
the  Mosaic  constitution,  persecution  for  conscience'  sake  is  estab- 
lished. On  the  contrary,  it  is  certain,  that  in  that  constitution  there 
was  no  attempt  to  be  used  to  ^  force  religion  upon  conscience  and 
inward  judgment,  or  to  force  the  outward  practice  against  conscience 
and  inward  judgment/  No  person  of  any  other  nation  was  ever  to 
be  forced  to  embrace  the  Mosaic  law,  or  to  observe  any  of  its  par- 
ticular rites  or  constitutions,  against  their  own  judgments  or  con- 
sciences. Their  benevolence  was  not  to  be  confined  to  those  of 
their  own  particular  form  of  religion  or  worship,  but  was  to  extend 
to  all  that  worshipped  the  One  God,  the  supreme  Lord  of  the  uni- 
verse ;  nor  were  such  persons  obliged  to  worship  him  by  any  of  the 
peculiar  rites  of  the  law.  And  how  happy  would  it  have  oeen  for 
the  world,  if  this  had  been  imitated  by  all  other  constitutions ! 
They  were  not  indeed  to  suffer  any  idolaters  to  dwell  in  their  land ; 
and  if  any  of  their  own  nation  openly  revolted  to  the  worship  of 
other  gods,  he  was  to  be  put  to  death ;  because,  as  I  showed,*  this 
was  subversive  of  the  very  fiindamental  consftitntion  of  their  polity, 
and  of  that  original  contract  upon  which  their  state  was  founded, 
and  on  which  their  preservation  as  a  community,  their  right  to  all 
their  privileges,  and  to  their  country  itself,  depended.  So  that  those 
that  were  guilty  of  idolatry  were,  in  the  worst  sense,  traitors  and 
enemies  to  their  country.  And  if  our  author  will  call  this  persecu- 
tion, he  may,  if  he  pleases,  call  all  putting  persons  to  death  for 
being  engaged  in  a  conspiracy  to  subvert  the  state,  persecution. 
But  let  him  prove,  by  any  arpiment^firom  the  nature  of  things,  either 
that  it  was  unworthy  of  Godto  appoint  and  establish  a  constitution, 
the  fundamental  principle  of  which  was  the  acknowledmient  and 
worship  of  the  one  only  living  and  true  God,  and  to  make  this  the 
condition  of  their  national  privileges  and  prosperity ;  or  that,  sup- 
posing such  a  constitution,  it  was  contrary  to  the  nature  and  per- 
fections of  God,  or  to  the  reason  of  things,  to  make  a  law,  that 
those  that  attempted  to  subvert  that  constitution  by  worshippmg 
other  gods,  should  be  punished  with  death.  But,  for  ou?ht  I  know, 
he  may  think  it  unfit  for  God  himself  to  execute  judgments  on 
idolaters,  either  in  this  world  or  in  the  next,  for  fear  of  forcing  con- 
science ;  and  on  this  account  may  find  as  much  fault  with  the 
Christian  constitution,  as  bein^  contrary  to  the  rights  of  conscience, 
as  he  had  done  by  the  Mosaical;  since  it  is  there  expressly  de- 
clared, that  'idolaters  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.*^ 
See  Gal.  v.  20, 1  Cor.  vi.  9.  But  we  expect  he  should  bring  othc^r 
proofs  of  this  than  his  own  confident  assertions ;  which  with  me> 
and  I  believe  with  the  genemlity  of  his  readera,  pass  for  nothing 
at  all. 

*  See  Divine  Authority,  p.  177, 
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He  had  asserted  in  his  former  book,  that  the  ^  Jews  were  not 
only  set  at  liberty,  but  encouraged  and  directed  by  Moses  himself 
to  extend  their  conquests  as  far  as  they  could,  and  to  destroy  by 
fire  and  sword  every  nation  that  would  not  become  their  subiects 
and  slaves.  That  their  plan  of  government  was  contrived  for 
conquest ;  and  that  Moses  commands  all  idolatry  to  be  exterminated 
by  fire  and  sword,  not  only  in  Canaan,  but  in  all  the  rest  of  the 
world,  as  far  as  his  people  should  have  it  in  their  power,  and  that 
of  this  Moses  was  very  confident.'  In  answer  to  this  it  was  shown, 
that  though  they  were  not  to  tolerate  idolatry  in  their  own  country, 
as  bein^  absolutely  subversive  of  the  fundaraentcd  constitution  of 
their  polity,  yet  they  were  never  commissioned  to  destroy  idolaters 
in  the  rest  of  the  world  by  fire  and  sword.  And  it  is  so  far  from 
being  true,  that  their  plan  of  government  was  contrived  for  universal 
conquest,  as  this  writer  represents  it,  that  the  whole  frame  of  their 
constitution  was  so  contrived  as  to  discourage  a  restless  ambition 
of  enlarging  their  empire.  And  the  laws  given  them  were  of  such  a 
nature,  as  rendered  it  extremely  difficult,  if  not  impracticable  for 
them,  to  make  and  maintain  large  conquests  abroad.  And  though 
Moses  knew  and  expressed  his  confidence  that  they  should  conquer 
the  land  of  Canaan  and  the  nations  there,  because  God  had 
promised  it,  yet  he  was  so  far  fi-om  bein^  very  confident,  as  our 
author  affirms,  that  they  should  extend  their  conquests  through  the 
rest  of  the  world,  that  he  knew  and  foretold  the  contrary :  all  this  was 
clearly  and  fully  proved.*  Nor  does  this  author  so  much  as 
attempt  to  answer  any  of  the  proo&  that  were  brought ;  but  yet, 
that  he  may  make  a  show  of  reasoning,  he  tells  us,  pp.  Ill,  112, 
that  Moses  was  confident  his  people  Siould  conquer  the  land  of 
Canaan,  whereas,  what  he  had  to  prove  was,  diat  he  was  confident 
they  should  conquer  the  rest  of  the  world ;  and  then  falls  into  a 
furious  invective,  as  he  had  done  several  times  before,  against  the 
war  with  the  Canaanites;  and  diat  this  shows  Moses  thought  fire 
and  sword  the  best  way  of  propagating  true  religion.  But  the 
destcuction  of  the  Canaanites,  as  hath  been  shown,  was  in  execution 
of  GtKi^s  just  vengeance  upon  those  nations,  not  merely  for  their 
idolatry,  but  for  the  most  abominable  wickedness  and  vices  of  all 
kinds.  And  this  viras  not  persecution,  any  more  than  the  sending 
fire  and  briaistone  upon  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  was  persecution,  or 
than  a  man  that  executes  the  sentence  of  a  just  magistrate  in 
punishing  a  criminal,  may  be  said  to  persecute  that  criminal.  Our 
author's  Following  discourse,  p.  113,  in  which  he  instructs  me,  that 
things  are  sometimes  ascribed  to  God  in  Scripture  which  were 
only  permitted  in  the  course  of  his  providence,  migut  be  something  to 
the  purpose,  if  he  could  prove  that  the  destruction  of  theCanaanites 
is  only  i»cribed  to  God  in  the  same  general  sense  in  which  all 
evils  and  calamities  are ;  but  it  is  evident,  that  according  to  the 
representation  thei^  given,  it  was  executed  by  the  express  command 
of  God   himself,  notified  and  confirmed  by  the  most  illustrious 

*  See  « Divine  Authority/  pp.  79,  &c. 
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attestations.  But  this  case  hath  been  fully  consideried  aboTe ;  to 
which  I  refer  the  reader^  that  I  may  not^  like  this  writer^  be  guilty 
of  continual  repetitions. 

He  had  in  his  former  book  asserted,  that '  among  the  free-will 
offerings  offered  by  the  Jews  under  the  law,  human  sacriGces  were 
looked  upon  as  the  most  efficacious  and  acceptable  to  the  Lord.' 
And  that  such  ^  oblations  were  encouraged  and  indulged  under  the 
law  as  the  highest  possible  acts  of  religion  and  devotion,  when  they 
were  intended  and  given  up  as  sacrifices  to  the  true  God.'  In 
answer  to  this  it  was  shown,  from  the  nature  and  constitution  of 
the  law,  that  such  sacrifices  were  not  allowed  there,  since  there  are 
no  directions  any  where  concerning  human  sacrifices,  as  there  must 
have  been  in  that  constitution,  if  they  had  been  intended  to  have 
been  *  indulged  as  the  highest  acts  of  devotion.'  For  they  were 
most  expressly  and  solemnly  forbidden  to  add  to  the  law  or  diminisb 
from  it:  and,  particularly,  were  not  to  offer  any  other  sacrifices,  or 
in  any  other  manner,  than  was  there  expressly  appointed :  this 
alone  would  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  writer's  insinuation.  But, 
besides,  it  was  shown  by  an  express  testimony  from  the  law  itself, 
Deut  xii.  30,  31,  that  it  prohibited  human  sacrifices. 

Our  author,  in  answer,  assures  his  reader,  p.  1 15,  that  he  had 
*  clearly  proved,  and  beyond  the  possibility  of  any  fair  answer,'  that 
human  sacrifices  were  mdul^ed  and  allowed,  though  not  enjoined 
by  the  law  of  Moses,  and  that  they  were  supposed  and  included 
among  the  several  other  cases  of  *  vows  or  free-will  offerings.'  He 
had,  to  this  purpose,  in  his  former  book,  cited  Lev.  xxvii.  28,  29 ; 
to  which  a  particular  answer  was  given,  and  it  was  shown,  that  it 
was  not  capable  of  the  interpretation  he  put  upon  it  But  he  pro- 
nounces the  answer  I  had  given  to  be  ^  shamefully  evasive,  and 
contrary  to  my  own  convictions.'  And  the  account  he  ^ives  of  it  is 
this.  ^  He  pretends,'  says  he,  speaking  of  me,  *  that  the  person  or 
things  to  be  given  up  and  devoted  to  God  in  sacrifice,  by  a  special 
or  absolute  vow  and  free-will  offering,  as  Lev.  xxvii.  29,  were 
devoted  and  given  up  to  him  as  a  curse ;  or  in  a  way  of  vengeance, 
as  the  Canaanites  were.'  Where  he  represents  me  as  pretending 
that  that  passage.  Lev.  xxvii.  29,  relates  to  persons  or  things  that 
were  to  be  ^  given  up  and  devoted  to  God  in  sacrifice,  by  a  special 
or  absolute  vow  and  free-will  offering.'  Whereas  this  is  what  I 
expressly  deny.  I  there  show  that  the  twenty-eighth  verse  relates 
to  things  which  a  man  should  devote  to  God  by  a  special  vow  ^  out 
of  all  that  he  had,'  that  is,  that  belonged  to  him  in  property,  not 
merely  to  ^  be  given  up  in  sacrifice,'  for  it  will  not  ne  pretended, 
that  the  *  field  of  his  possession*  was  to  be  offered  in  sacrifice,  but 
to  be  employed  in  sacred  uses ;  and  it  is  there  determined,  that 
whatever  a  man  should  thus  devote  to  God  by  a  special  vow,  whe- 
ther person  or  thing,  should  be  *  holy  to  the  Lord,'  that  is,  perpet* 
ually  employed  to  the  uses  to  which  it  was  devoted,  and  that  it  was 
never  to  oe  redeemed.  But  the  29th  verse  doth  not  relate  to  things 
which  any  man  should  devote  of  his  own  possession  and  property, 
which  was  the  case  of  all  free-will  offerings,  but  to  persons  solemnly 
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devoted  to  destruction  for  juet  causes ;  that  Done  of  these  were  ever 
to  be  redeemed)  no  ransom  whatsoever  was  to  be  accepted  for  thern^ 
but  they  were  surely  to  be  put  to  death.  This  is  the  account  which 
the  Jew6  give  of  this  passage^  and  which  makes  it  perfectly  consist- 
ent with  other  passages  in  the  law^  which  this  writer's  interpretation 
of  it  is  not;  nor  does  he  produce  so  much  as  the  shadow  of  an  ar- 

fiment  to  show  that  it  is  not  to  be  understood  in  that  sense.  And 
referred  him  to  Mr.  Seiden,  by  whom  this  is  largely  and  accurately 
handled. 

But  he  again  produces  the  instance  of  Jephthah's  sacrificing  his 
daughter,  as  he  had  done  before.  I  had  observed,  that  *  whether 
Jephthah  did  really  sacrifice  his  daughter^  is  a  (question  debated 
among  the  most  learned  critics,  both  Jews  and  Christians,  and  still 
like  to  be  so.'  This  our  author  explains  thus :  ^  that  is/  says  he, 
^  they  have  doubted  whether  this  story,  as  the  Scripture  relates  it, 
is  true  or  not,  or  whether  the  historian  has  here  given  us  the  real 
matter  of  fact ;  for  they  could  have  no  other  real  ground  or  cause  of 
doubting.'  But  if  this  writer  had  known  much  of  the  matter  that 
he  undertakes  to  talk  about,  he  would  have  known  that  the  ques- 
tion or  doubt  in  this  debate,  is  not  whether  the  story,  as  given  by 
the  historian,  is  true ;  for  this  is  agreed  on  all  hands ;  but  what  is 
the  true  meaning  of  the  historian.  The  controversy  is  about  the 
sense  of  some  of  the  Hebrew  phrases  made  use  of  m  relating  the 
story,  whether  they  import  that  Jephthah  really  sacrificed  his 
daughter  or  not. 

But  supposing  Jephthah  did  really  sacrifice  his  daughter,  it  only 
follows,  as  I  observed  before,  that  he  did  wrong  in  it,  through  a 
mistaken  zeal  and  scrupulosity,  since  the  law  of  Moses  nowhere 
allowed  human  sacrifices.  This  our  author  denies ;  and  yet  soon 
after  says,  that  ^  Jephthah*s  rashness  in  making  such  a  vow,  and 
thereby  laying  himself  under  such  a  necessity  of  law,  was  never  ap- 

J roved  of.  But  how  could  it  be  thought  an  instance  of  rashness  m 
ephthah  to  make  such  a  vow,  or  how  can  this  writer  consistently 
acknowledge  that  it  *  was  never  approved  of,'  when  he  tells  us,  that 
^  among  the  free-will  offerings  offered  by  the  Jews  under  the  law, 
human  sacrifices  were  looked  upon  as  the  most  efficacious  and  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Lord,  and  that  they  were  encouraged  and  indulged 
as  the  richest  donations,  and  were  regarded  as  the  highest  possiole 
acts  of  religion  and  devotion?'  If  this  had  been  the  case,  how 
comes  it  that  Jephthah  has  always  been  blamed  for  it  by  those  of 
his  own  nation  that  have  supposed  him  to  have  offered  such  a  sac- 
rifice, and  that  no  other  instance  can  be  produced  of  any  of  their 
great  and  good  men  that  ever  offered  up  a  human  sacrifice,  through 
the  whole  course  of  their  history  ? 

To  the  testimony  I  produced,  to  show  that  the  law  forbids  such 
sacrifices,  the  author  answers,  that  the  '  passages  I  have  referred  to, 
where  God  absolutely  forbade  this  people  to  worship  and  offer  sacri- 
fices  to  him  after  the  manner  of  the  heathen,  conclude  nothing  at 
all.'  But  this  is  not  a  fair  representation  of  my  argument.  In  the 
passage  I  ^produced  from  Deut.  xii.  30,  31,  God  not  only  prohibits 
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the  people  of  Israel  to  worship  him  as  the  heathens  wordiipped  their 
gods ;  bat  the  sacrificing  their  sons  and  daughters  is  expressly 
mentioned  as  one  instance  of  their  worship  which  was  an  abomina- 
tion to  the  Lord^  and  the  Israelites  are  forbidden  to  do  so  to  the 
Lord  their  God.  And  if  this  be  not  a  manifest  prohibition  of  human 
sacrifices  under  that  constitution,  it  is  hard  to  conceive  what  can  be 
so.  As  to  what  he  adds,  that  it '  would  be  hard  to  find  any  sort  or 
kind  of  sacrifices  in  use  among  the  heathens,  that  Moses  did  not 
adopt  into  his  own  scheme  of  superstition,  only  they  were  not  to  be 
offered  in  the  same  places  nor  to  the  same  gods/  p.  117,  this  is  far 
fix)m  being  true.  Tne  offering  up  of  swine  was  counted  a  valuable 
sacrifice  among  the  heathens,  wnich  yet  was  held  in  abominatioa 
among  the  Jews ;  and  many  other  animals  that  were  offered  in  other 
nations  were  not  allowed  in  the  law  of  Moses.  And  that  in  these, 
and  several  other  instances,  the  rites  there  prescribed  were  contrary 
to  those  of  the  heathens,  is  what  may  be  proved  with  the  clearest 
evidence.  I  need  not  take  notice  of  what  our  author  goes  on  to 
offer  concerning  the  local  tutelar  god  of  Israel,  ot\  popmar  idol  of 
Israel,  which  he  is  sure  could  not  be  the  true  God,  pp.  118,  119. 
He  had  said  this  before,  and  he  is  never  weary  of  repeating  his 
precious  conceits,  and  obtruding  them  over  and  over  upoa  his  read- 
er. But  this  hath  been  fuU^  considered  above,  p.  370,  fltc. 

He  next  comes  to  vindicate  die  argument  ne  had  brought  firom 
the  law  about  the  redemption  of  the  firet-bom,  Exod.  xiii.  He  had 
urged,  that  that  law  laia  the  Israelites  under  a  legal  obligation  to 
sacrifice  their  first-bom  children  unto  God,  but  that  *  this  law  was 
afterwards  very  much  mitirated,  or  rather  repealed,  viz.  by  God's 
accepting  all  the  msdes  of  Levi  for  the  first-bom  males  of  all,  as  a 
ransom  or  redemption  of  their  lives.'  And  he  added,  diat  *  God 
hereby  remitted  the  legal  obligation  of  human  sacrifices,  and  left  it 
to  the  free  choice  and  voluntary  oblation  of  the]  people,  whether 
their  burat-ofierings  of  this  kind  should  be  male  or  female,  and 
whether  it  should  be  the  first-bom  or  not.'  I  had)  taken  this,  as  if 
the  author  intended  by  God's  ^  remitting  the  legal  obligation  of  hu- 
man sacrifices^  to  sigmiy,  that  he  only  remitted  the  obligation  they 
were  under  to  offer  up  their  male  children  as  sacrifices  or  burnt- 
offerings  to  the  Lord ;  but  still  they  were  to  offer  up  some  of  their 
children,  only  they  were  at  liberty  to  ofier  male  or  female,  and 
whether  they  we|«  first-bom  or  not.  The  author  exclaims  against 
this  as  a  gross  abuse  of  him ;  and  represents  it,  as  if  his  intention  in 
saying  that  God  then  remitted  the  legal  obligation  of  human  sacri- 
fices, was  to  signify  that  the  people  were  thereby  absolutely  freed 
from  any  obligation  to  offer  any  human  sacrifices  at  all.  I  am  will- 
ing to  allow  tnis  to  have  been  his  sense,  since  he  affirms  it  to  have 
been  so.  But  then  I  cannot  understand  to  what  purpose  he  there 
immediately  adds, '  that  God  left  it  to  the  free  choice  aid  voluntary 
oblation  of  the  people,  whether  their  bumt*offerings  of  this  kind 
should  be  male  or  female,  and  whether  it  should  be  the  first-bom  or 
not.'  Does  not  this  seem  naturally  to  imply,  that  they  were  still  to 
ofibr  burnt-offerings  of  this  kind  to  God,  but  that  the  remission  or 
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mitigation  oonaisted  in'  this,  that  they  were  left  at  liberty  to  offer 
any  of  their  children,  male  or  female,  first-born  or  not  ?  Thus  I 
took  it,  and  thus  it  was  obvious  to  uncherstand  it,  especially  consid- 
ering his  manner  of  introducing  it,  that '  this  law  was  very  much 
mitigated  or  rather  repealed :'  a  way  of  speaking  which  no  man 
would  have  chosen  that  had  intended  plainly  and  cleariy  to  simiify, 
that  it  was  totally  and  absolutely  abrogated  and  repealed,  and  that 
they  were  under  no  obligation  to  offer  any  human  sacrifices  at  all. 
And  yet,  because  I  had  thus  understood  it,  he  talks  of  my  being 
transported  beyond  all  the  bounds  of  truth,  reason,  or  conscience ; 
that  all  my  friends  must  blush  for  me.  And  he  very  gravely  asks, 
'  does  this  man  believe  a  God  or  a  judgment  to  come  V  1  so  far 
believe  it,  that  I  would  not,  for  any  worldly  consideration,  be  guilty 
of  such  falsehoods  and  gross  misrepresentations  as  I  take  this  writer 
to  be  guilty  of,  and  even  in  the  management  of  this  very  argument. 
In  order  to  !make  it  answer  his  end,  he  represents  it  as  if  the  law 
concerning  Ckid's  claiming  or  reserving  the  first-bom  of  Israel  as 
holy  to  himself,  was  one  law ;  and  the  law  concerning  their  redeem- 
ing the  first-bom,  was  another  law;  see  p.  123,  and  that  the  law 
concerning  redeeming  them  was  a  repeal  of  the  law  by  which  God 
claimed  them  to  himself.  But  this  is  entirely  misrepresented ;  for 
in  the  very  originsd  law  relating  to  this  matter,  where  God  chal- 
lenges the  nrst-bom  as  his,  they  are  expressly  commanded  to  redeem 
the  first-bom  of  man,  at  the  same  time  that  they  are  commanded  to 
sacrifice  the  first-bom  of  clean  beasts.  So  that,  as  I  observed  in 
my  former  book,  the  original  law  which  this  writer  refers  to,  Exod. 
xiii.  is  so  far  from  laying  the  Israelites  under  a  legal  obligation  to 
offer  their  first-bom  as  sacri&^es  unto  God,  as  he  is  pleased  to  re- 
present it ;  that  to  have  done  so  would  have  been  the  most  express 
and  manifest  breach  of  that  law.*  As  to  what  he  pretends,  that 
the  first-bom  among  men  were  said  to  be  holy  to  the  Lord,  as  well 
as  the  first-bom  among  clean  beasts,  and  that  this  signifies^  that 
they  were  both  set  apart  as  holy  to  the  Lord  in  the  same  sense,  that 
is,  they  were  both  to  be  sacrificed ;  this  is  very  strange^  when  that 
very  law  expressly  provides,  that  the  first-bom  among  clean  beasts 
were  to  be  sacrificed,  and  the  first-bom  among  men  were  not  to  be 
sacrificed,  but  redeemed.  <  But  he  adds,  that  *  this  is  the  more  evi- 
dent, because  when  the  Levitieal  males  came  to  be  substituted  for 
the  first-bora  of  the  other  tribes,  the  expression  is  quite  altered  ; 
and  it  is  not  said,  they  shall  be  holy  to  the  Lord,  as  the  others  were 
before;  but  they  shall  be  mine,  i.  e.  my  chief  servants  or  peculiar 
favourites.'  Here  we  have  another  specimen  of  the  sincerity  of  this 
vmter,  and  how  much  he  is  to  be  trusted  in  his  account  of  things. 
He  boldly  affirms,  and  lays  a  great  stress  upon  it,  that  the  expres- 
sion, when  speaking  of  the  Levitieal  males,  is  quite  altered  from 
what  it  was  in  the  law  concerning  the  first-born ;  for  in  the  one 
case  it  is  said,  they  shall  be  holy  to  the  Lord ;  in  the  other  God 
declares,  they  shcdl  be  mine.      If  this  had  been  tme,  the  observa- 

•  See  Difine  Authority,  pp.  90, 91.  r^  i 
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ticm  would  have  been  low  and  trifling,  and  would  have  proved  no- 
thing at  all.  Since  I  suppose  he  wiH  hardly  sav,  that  a  person  or 
thing's  being  holy  to  the  Lord  is  a  proof  of  its  being  to  be  offered 
to  God  in  sacrifice ;  or  that  when  it  is  said,  as  it  often  is,  concern- 
ing the  priests,  that  they  were  holy  to  the  Lord,  it  signifies  they 
were  to  be  sacrificed,  see  Lev.  xxi.  6,  7.  But  it  happens,  that  what 
the  author  so  confidently  affirms,  is  entirely  false.  For  in  the  ori- 
ginal law  concerning  the  redemption  of  the  first-bom,  it  is  said  of 
them,  as  of  the  Levites  afterwards, '  they  are  mine/  Exod.  xiii.2y  12. 
And  in  the  very  passage  he  refers  to,  where  the  Levitical  males  were 
taken  instead  of  the  first-born  of  the  children  of  Israel,  as  it  is  said, 
the  Levites  shall  be  mine,  it  is  immediately  added, '  because  all  the 
first-bom  are  mine,'  Numb.  iii.  12,  13.  I  need  not  take  any  notice 
of  the  way  he  pretends  to  account  for  the  Israelites  being  brought 
into  the  settling  the  priesthood,  &c.  in  the  tribe  of  Levi,  viz.  because 
they  were  hereby  fireed  from  the  obligation  they  were  under  of  sacri- 
ficing their  first-bom.  This  goes  upon  the  supposition,  that  they 
looked  upon  themselves  as  having  been  legally  obliged  to  sacrifice 
their  first-bom  by  that  very  law  mat  enioined  them  not  to  sacrifice 
their  first-bom,  but  to  redeem  them ;  a  thing,  that  as  stupid  as  they 
were,  could  not  have  entered  into  their  heads,  but  was  a  discovery 
reserved  for  the  extraordinary  sagacity  and  penetration  of  this 
writer. 

He  next  proceeds  to  the  case  of  Abraham,  pp.  126,  &c.  which  I 
had  considered  fully  and  distinctly.  He  has  not  thought  proper 
to  answer  what  was  offered,  but  thinks  it  sufficient  to  represent  me 
as  going  upon  ifs  and  may-be's ;  and  no  doubt,  this  will  oe  esteem-* 
ed  a  full  confutation  of  my  whole  reasoning  on  this  subject* 

But  he  urges,  that  it  is  the  most  absurd  and  ridiculous  supposition 
in  the  world,  that  God  himself  should  command  this  to  try  what 
Abraham  would  do  in  such  a  case,  as  if  God  did  not  know  as  well 
without  it.  But  it  is  not  pretended,  that  it  was  for  his  own  infor- 
mation that  God  did  this,  nor  is  this  ever  the  meaning  of  the  phrase 
of  his  trying  persons,  which  is  frequently  made  use  of  in  the  sacred 
writings ;  but  it  was  to  give  Abraham  an  opportunity  of  discovering 
to  the  world  the  excellent  temper  of  his  mind,  and  exhibiting  a  last- 
ing example  to  all  ages.  And  this  author  himself  owns,  p.  128, 
that '  it  served  to  show  the  strength  and  invincibility  of  Abraham's 
faith  and  trust  in  God,  and  that  he  was  ready  to  do  any  thing,  or 
part  with  any  thing,  at  his  command.'  p.  128. 

The  way  he  takes  to  account  for  Abraham's  conduct  in  this  mat* 
ter  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  that  ever  was  invented.  The 
Canaanites,  it  seems,  told  him,  that  if  he  would  sacrifice  his  own 
son,  God  would  raise  him  from  the  dead,  and  they  would  worship 
the  God  of  Abraham,  and  be  of  his  religion,  p.  129.  And  Abraham 
was  such  a  fool^  as  upon  this,  and  no  other  foundation,  to  entertain 
a  strong  and  indubitable  persuasion  and  impression  upon  his  mind, 
that  God  would  do  as  the  Canaanites  had  said,  yea,  and  fancied  that 
God  appeared  to  him,  and  commanded  him  to  sacrifice  his  own  be- 
loved son  Isaac,  the  heir  of  all  the  promises.    And  if  all  thb  was 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DEFENDED.  418 

merely  owing  to  the  strength  of  his  own  fancy,  no  account  can  be 
^iven  why  this  indubitable  enthusiastic  persuasion  did  not  carry 
him  actually  to  execute  it. 

I  had  showed  the  great  absurdity  of  supposing,  that  Abraham's 
believing  he  had  such  a  command  from  Ooa  was  owing  to  the  force 
of  his  own  enthusiasm.*  Our  author,  without  troubling  himself  to 
answer  what  had  been  alleged  to  this  purpose,  pronounces  that  it 
was  an  irrational  enthusiastic  persuasion,  which  God  himself  could 
never  have  been  the  author  of;  and  to  show  that  it  was  so,  he  urges, 
that  Abraham,  according  to  the  representation  made  of  it  by  the 
writer  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  was  persuaded  that  God  would 
certainly  raise  nis  son  from  the  dead,  if  he  sacrificed  him ;  whereas 
says  he,  it  is  certain  that  God  had  never  intended  or  promised  any 
such  thing.  It  will  be  easily  allowed,  that  God  had  not  promised 
it.  Nor  if  he  had,  would  Abraham's  self-denial,  and  trust  in  God, 
and  submission  to  his  will  in  this  instance,  been  so  illustrious.  But 
he  had  promised,  that  in  Isaac  should  his  seed  be  called  ;  and  he 
did  not  doubt,  but  that  promise  would  be  accomplished  in  God's 
own  way.  And  when  he  received  the  command  about  sacrificing 
his  son,  lie  reasoned  with  himself  as  the  apostle  to  the  Hebrews  re- 
presents it,  Heb.  xi.  19,  not  that  God  had  promised  to  raise  his 
son,  but  that  he  was  able  to  raise  him  from  the  dead  ;  and  he  con- 
cluded, that  God  would  do  this  rather  than  fail  of  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  promise.  There  is  nothing  in  this,  but  what  is  just  and 
sober  reasoning,  and  which  shows  a  calm  and  steady  temper  of 
mind,  a  sound  judgment,  as  well  as  eminent  faith  and  trust  in  God, 
as  I  observed.   Divine  Authority,  p.  93. 

As  this  writer  thinks  fit  to  charge  this  upon  Abraham's  enthusiasm, 
so  he  gives  us  a  plain  hint,  that  he  looks  upon  all  the  promises  and 
appearances  of  God  to  Abraham,  and  consequently  the  covenant 
founded  upon  them,  to  have  been  nothing  else  but  wild  enthusiasm. 
For  he  intimates,  that  if  Abraham  was  mistaken  in  this,  he  might 
be  in  other  cases  too,  where  he  depended  on  any  immediate  revelation 
or  communication  from  God,  p.  129.  So  that  this  father  of  the 
faithful,  so  much  celebrated  by  St.  Paul,  and  of  whom  our  author 
himself  firequently  affects  to  speak  with  respect,  was  the  father  of 
'  visionaries  and  enthusiasts.  However,  he  has  here  let  us  know  his 
own  opinion,  and  it  may  go  as  far  as  his  authority  goes ;  but  the 
instance  he  produces  proves  the  quite  contrary  of  what  he  pretends 
to  prove  by  it.  For  he  refers  to  the  prediction  made  to  Aoraham, 
that  'his  seed  should  be  strangers,  oppressed  and  afflicted  in  a  land 
diat  was  not  theirs,  and  at  the  end  of  tour  hundred  years  should  come 
out  with  great  substance,  and  come  to  theland  of  Canaan,'  Gen.  xv.  13, 
16.  He  wvLUtB  to  know  whether  this  be  supposed  to  be  a  prophecy, 
or  a  conditional  promise.  I  answer  that  it  was  a  prophecv  or  pre- 
diction, and  not  merely  a  promise.  For  that  his  seed  should  be 
afflicted,  &c.  could  not  be  a  promise.  But  then  he  urges,  that  it 
was  not  accomplished.    And  in  order  to  make  this  appear,  he  is 

•  See  Difine  Authority,  p.  95,  ficc. 
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pleated  to  represent  it,  as  if  it  had  ben  promised  or  foretold,  that 
at  the  end  of  the  four  himdied  yean,  thejvefeto  be  pat  into  thequiet, 
peaceable  possession  of  the  land  foreyer,  or  thiooghoot  all  their  een- 
erations,  p.  129.  But  there  is  nosoch  thing  there  promised  or  fore- 
told. All  that  is  there  said  is,  thatat  the  end  of  four  hundred  yeasB, 
they,  Abraham's  posterity,  shall  come  hither  a^ain,  that  is,  to  the 
land  of  Canaan ;  bat  how  they  were  to  possess  it,  whether  ina  c^okt 
and  peaceable  way,  or  by  war,  or  how  long  they  were  to  ccmtmne 
there,  is  not  said.  Bat  what  is  immediately  there  added,  as  a  rea- 
son for  their  not  coming  thither  sooner,  riz.  that  the  imfjoity  of  the 
Amorites  is  not  yet  fuU,  seems  plainly  to  intimate,  that  it  was  to  be 
b^  the  expulsion  of  the  Canaanites,  who  were  then  to  be  exempfai- 
nly  punished  for  thdr  iniquities*  All  which  was  punctually  and 
literally  fulfilled. 

As  to  what  he  observes  from  Dr.  Hyde,  that  this  case  of  Abraham 
was  the  original  or  first  occasion  of  human  sacrifices  all  Ofer  the 
east ;  there  is  no  proof  of  this.  And  Abraham's  case  rather  furnish- 
ed a  manifest  proof,  that  human  sacrifices  were  what  God  would 
not  accept,  since  though  he  was  pleased  to  lay  this  injunctioQ  upon 
him  for  the  trial  of  his  fiuth  and  obedience,  yet  he  exprestfy  forbade 
him,  by  a  voice  from  heaven,  to  execute  it  Concerning  whidi,  see 
Divine  Authority,  pp.  91,  101. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

What  he  offers  to  thow  that  the  whole  power  of  the  goremment,  hj  the  Mosaic  oonetitii- 
tioo,  waa  Tested  in  the  tribe  of  LeH,  examined.  His  rain  attempt  to  ▼indicate  wbatbeb«d 
said  concerning  the  priests  banng  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound  opoft  aU  tha  lands  of  Is- 
rael. The  falsehood  sttdeztraragance  of  his  compatatianasbown.  The  burden  of  the  legml 
prieathood  not  the  cause  of  the  rerolt  of  the  ten  tribes  from  Reboboam.  The  law  c»f 
Motes  did  not  forbid  all  inquiries  into  the  reasons  of  its  injunctions.  Reasonsfor  ae-> 
▼eral  of  those  injunctions  given  in  the  law  itself.  Sabiisme  prohibited  in  the  law  of  Moses, 
which  was  the  most  ancient  kind  of  idolatry  that  prevailed  among  the  eastern  nations. 

Our  author  next  proceeds  to  vindicate  what  he  had  said  concern- 
ing the  power  and  revenues  of  the  priesthood  under  the  law  of  Moses. 
He  is  pleased  to  declare,  p.  135,  that  my  '  pretence,  that  he  had  as- 
serted that  the  Levites  were  exempted,  by  law,  from  the  common  jur- 
isdiction of  the  law ;  and  what  I  say  upon  it,  pp.106, 107,i8nothing  but 
forgery  and  abuse.'  Ididnotcharge  him  with  asserting,  that  the  Levites 
were  exempted  by  law,  fromthejurisdictionofthelaw;  forhehadnot 
used  those  words,  by  law,  and  I  kept  religiously  to  his  own  words  in 
citing  him.  But  I  charged  him  with  asserting  that  Hhe  Levites, 
though  servants  in  the  temple,  had  greater  rights  and  immunities 
than  any  prince  or  first  magistrate  of  another  tribe,  and  that  Levi 
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was  a  tribe  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  law^  and  protected 
against  it'  See  Mor.  Philos.  vol.  i.  p.  141.  The  falsehood  of  this 
was  plainly  shown,  and  that  in  that  constitution  the  Levites,  or 
priestS)  were  not  exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  law  more 
than  any  other  persons.  Our  author  answers  all  that  I  had  offered 
by  saying,  that  this  is  nothing  but  forgery  and  abuse.  A  veiy  com- 
pendious answer  this !  and  which  must  no  doubt,  pass,  with  every 
intelligent  reader,  for  an  effectual  confutation  of  the  proofs  I  had 
.brought. 

But  he  is  pleased  to  mention  some  of  the  legal  pri?ilegesy  in  which 
the  meanest  of  the  Levites  were  superior  to  the  Princes,  &c.  of  the 
other  tribe.     See  pp.  133,  185.     One  of  them  is,  that  thev  could 
not  be  obliged  to  civil  offices,  nor  to  bear  arms.    And  at  this  rate 
he  may  also  undertake  to  prove,  that  the  meanest  clergyman,  or 
curate  or  teacher,  allowed  by  the  act  of  toleration,  has  greater  pri*- 
vileges  and  immunities  than  tlie  greatest  magistrate  in  the  nation. 
As  to  what  he  saith  farther  there  concerning  their  receiving  all  the 
revenues  of  the  nation ;  this  is  not  true,  except  by  it  be  meant  only 
their  receiving  the  tithes,  and  other  dues.     And  whereas  he  adds, 
that  they  were  only  '  Lords  and  Judges,  and  not  common  subjects ; ' 
I  suppose  he  will  hardly  pretend  that  this  was  a  privilege  belonging 
to  the  meanest  of  the  Levites,  and  that  in  a  more  emment  degree  - 
than  to  the  princes  and  first  magistrates  of  other  tribes.     He  urges, 
indeed,  p.  135,  that '  the  court  was  entirely  levitical,  and  theremre 
the  Levites  misht  easily  evade  the  jurisdiction  of  the  law  in  common 
cases.'    And  this  he  has  the  confidence  to  affirm,  notwithstanding 
the  clear  proof  that  was  brought,  and  to  which  he  has  not  been  able 
to  return  the  least  answer,  that  the  inferior  judges,  wiio  were  ap- 
pointed by  Moses  to  judge  the  people  in  the  lesser  causes,  and  the 
seventy  elders  that  were  appointed  to  judge  in  the  more  difficult  and 
important  cases,  were  chosen  out  of  all  the  tribes,  and  not  that  of 
Levi  only.    It  was  shown,  that  by  the  acknowledgment  of  all  the 
Jews,  the  great  Sanhedrim,  or  supreme  council  of  judicature,  was 
to  consist  not  merely  of  priests  and  Levites,  but  of  any  other  persons, 
of  other  tribes,  that  were  qualified  by  their  knowledge  of  the  law ; 
without  which  qualifici^on,  even  the  high-priest  himself  had  no 
right  to  sit  there,  by  virtue  of  his  birth  or  place. 

Page  133,  he  repeats  what  he  had  said  before,  that  the  supreme 
power  was  in  the  high-priest,  by  the  Mosaic  constitution ;  and  that  this 
is  so  very  evident,  that  I  could  not  deny  it  And  yet  he  knows  I 
did  deny  it,  and  showed  that  Moses  himself,  who  was  not  the  high- 
priest,  had  the  government  in  his  hands  during  his  own  life-time ; 
and  that  he  appointed  Joshua,  who  was  not  a  high-priest,  nor  of 
the  tribe  of  Levi,  to  succeed  him  in  the  government  of  the  people. 
And  afterwards  the  supreme  power  was  vested  in  the  judges,  who 
were  extraordinarily  raised,  and  appointed  by  God.  And  the  nation 
continued  generally  under  their  government  some  hundreds  of  years. 
And  when  there  happened  to  be  no  such  judge  governing  them,  it 
is  represented  as  a  state  of  anarchy ;  and  that  every  man  did  what 
was  right  in  his  own  eyes ;  though  all  the  while  there  was  anjiigh- 
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priest  among  them  :  nor  was  any  one  of  those  judges  a  high-priest 
except  EH ;  nor  any  of  them,  so  much  as  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  except 
Eli  and  SamueK  And  as  to  the  kings  who  succeeded  the  judges 
in  the  government  of  the  people,  our  author  himself  acknowledges, 
that  the  high-priest  had  not  the  supreme  power  in  their  time.  But 
then  he  pretends,  that  the  people's  throwing  off  the  supreme  power, 
vested  in  the  high-priest  by  the  law  of  Moses,  was  a  fundamental 
breach  of  their  constitution,  and  a  rejecting  God  from  bein^  their 
king.  But  this  is  wrongly  represented.  It  was  not  the  throwmg  off 
the  power  of  the  high-pnests,  who  still  continued  to  exercise  their 
office,  under  the  kings,  as  much  as  before,  that  is  represented  under 
this  idea ;  but  it  was  the  throwing  off  the  government  by  judges, 
who  were  officers  extraordinarily  raised  up,  and  appointed  by  God 
himself,  to  judge  and  eovem  the  people,  and  mstead  of  them, 
choosing  to  be  governed  by  kings,  after  tne  manner  of  other  nations, 
whoshould  succeed  one  another,  in  the  govemment,in  a  lineal  descent. 
But  notwithstanding  this,  they  still  continued  to  acknowledge  the 
Lord  for  their  God,  and  still  continued  to  be  his  people,  in  a  sp^iid 
sense,  bound  to  the  observation  of  the  Mosaic  covenant  and  polity ; 
the  main  of  which  still  subsisted,  after  that  alteration  in  their  form 
of  government,  as  well  as  before.  Nor  is  it  true,  which  this  writer 
suggests,  that  thenceforth  it  was  to  no  purpose  to  ask  counsel  of 
Ood,  or  consult  the  oracle,  when  the  hign-priest  was  become  sub- 
ject. For  it  is  certain  they  still  continued  to  ask  counsel  of  God, 
iinder  their  kings ;  and  had  his  direction,  both  by  the  oracle  of 
Urim,  of  which  instances  were  given,^  and  by  prophets,  extraordi- 
narily inspired  from  time  to  time.  As  to  what  he  here  again  repeats 
concerning  the  God  of  Israel's  being  only  a  local,  oracular,  tutelar 
Deity,  the  residential  God  of  that  country,  the  palpable  absurdity 
of  this  hath  been  already  shown.  See  above,  pp.  370,  8cc.  to  which 
I  refer  the  reader,  that  I  may  not,  like  this  author,  clog  him  with 
continual  repetition. 

He  next  proceeds  to  vindicate  what  he  had  said  in  his  formei 
book,  '  that  it  would  be  easy  to  prove  that  the  church  revenues, 
under  this  government,  amounted  to  full  twenty  shillines  a  pound, 
upon  all  the  lands  of  Israel.  I  had  called  this  a  wild  assertion : 
and  I  think  so  still.  But  our  author,  after  desiring  the  reader  to 
observe  it  as  a  specimen  of  my  uncommon  talents,  and  that  this 
'  shows  I  never  rented  an  estate  myself,  and  paid  the  rent ;'  which, 
to  be  sure,  must  be  allowed  to  be  a  manifest  proof  of  my  talents 
as  a  writer ;  proceeds  to  prove,  that  '  the  revenue  to  the  priests 
could  not  amount,  by  law,  to  less  than  an  annual  rent  upon  the 
lands,  which  he  explains  to  be  a  third  part  of  the  yearly  produce 
or  real  value  of  the  land,  besides  what  the  priests  and  Levites 
might  extort  by  the  power  and  privileges  granted  them. 

I  must  own  that  I  understood  him  that  the  whole  yearly  value 
of  the  land  went  to  the  priests ;  and  though  this  appeared  to  me 
a  very  strange  assertion,  yet  I  thought  it  not  too  extravagant  for 
this  writer  in  his  rant  agamst  the  priests.     But  now  he  has  reduced 

•  See  Diyine  Authoritj,  pp.  138,  159.  ^-»  , 
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it  to  a  third  of  the  real  yearly  produce  or  value  of  the  land  ;  and 
allows,  that  the  '  people  might  live  under  it  as  well  as  a  great  part 
of  this  and  other  nations  live  now  under  a  rack-rent'  It  must  be 
considered,  that  the  Israelites  had,  all  of  them,  by  their  original 
constitution,  their  lands  free  inheritance :  nor  could  their  lands  be 
so  alienated,  but  that  they  were  to  return  to  them  and  to  their 
famiHes  at  the  year  of  jubilee.  By  their  original  constitution  they 
paid  no  other  taxes  but  the  tithes,  and  other  dues,  for  maintaining 
the  Levites,  priests,  and  keeping  up  the  public  worship.  They  had 
no  taxes,  or  tribute,  imposed  upon  them,  till  they  came  under  the 
government  of  their  kings ;  which  was  a  government  of  their  own 
choosing.  For  their  judges,  though  they  had  great  power  and 
authority  to  judge  and  govern  them,  yet  did  not  put  them  to  much 
expense  by  the  splendour  of  courts,  nor  by  keeping  up  standing 
forces.  Whereas  the  people  of  Eneland  not  only  pay  the  annual 
rent  to  their  landlords,  but  taxes  to  tne  state,  of  several  kinds,  be- 
sides the  dues  to  the  clergy ;  and  among  odier  dues,  tithes ;  and 
yet  they  are  far  from  being  so  miserably  poor  and  indigent,  or  so 
mightily  impoverished,  as  be  would  persuade  us  the  Israelites  were 
by  their  original  constitution.  But  let  us  attend  to  our  author's 
computations. 

And  first :  he  makes  the  one  tenth,  that  is,  the  tenth  of  corui 
wine,  oil,  fruits,  &c.  to  be  equivalent  to  ^ree  tenths  of  the 
annual  rent  of  the  land ;  because  it  was  neat  and  free  from 
labour  and  expense  in  cultivation  and  tilla^.  And  if  it  had 
not  come  neat  and  free  from  the  expense  of  cultivation,  it  could  not 
have  been  called  a  tenth  at  all,  or  have  been  of  any  great  advan« 
tage  to  them.  But  he  adds,  that  after  this  had  been  taken  away, 
the  priesthood  had  a  tenth  of  all  the  beasts,  clean  and  unclean,  and 
the  firstborn  of  all  beasts,  which  he  puts  as  a  tenth  more :  though, 
he  says,  it  might  easily  be  proved,  that  it  much  exceeded  a  tenth. 
But  he  reckons  both  together  as  twa  tenths,  or  a  fifth.  And  then 
he  adds,  that  *  since  the  stock  upon  a  landed  estate  must,  upon 
an  average,  amount  to,  at  least,  two  annual  rents,  a  fifth  of  this 
will  be  two  fifths,  or  four  tenths,  of  the  annual  rent,  which,  with 
the  other  three,  make  seven  tenths.'  Here  we  may  observe  his  great 
accuracy  in  his  computations.  First,  he  supposes,  an  estate  in 
land  to  be  entirely  under  tillage  or  vintage,  so  that  the  com  and 
fruits  upon  it  make  up  the  entire  value  or  profit  of  the  land,  and 
one  tenth  of  that  is  equivalent  to  three  tenths  of  the  annual  rent ; 
and  then  he  supposes  the  same  land  to  be  stocked  with  cattle  to 
the  value  of  two  annual  rents,  so  that  two  tenths  of  the  beasts 
upon  it  came  to  four  tenths  of  the  annual  rent.  So  that  the  very 
same  land,  is  the  same  year,  both  completely  under  tillage,  and 
under  pasturage ;  and  this  is  the  supposition  he  makes  concern- 
ing the  whole  country ;  which,  without  pretending  to  any  extraor- 
dinary skill  in  these  matters,  one  may  venture  to  pronounce  to  be 
a  great  absurdity.  But  the  author  is  under  a  necessity,  and  he 
must  suppiose  it,  in  order  to  make  up  his  calculation.  Another 
fault  in  nis  calculation  is,  that  he  affirms,  that  the  Levites  had  a 
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tenth  of  all  the  beasts^  clean  or  unclean,  which  is  not  trne ;  for  no 
tithes  were  paid  of  andean  beasts  at  all,  but  only  of  the  flock  and 
herd,  Lev.  xxvii.  32.  And  of  these,  again,  it  was  only  a  tithe  of 
the  increase  that  was  paid  annually.  For  the  same  cattle  were  not 
tithed  again  every  year ;  so  that  it  was  really,  a  tithe  of  the  young 
ones,  the  calves  and  lambs,  or  kids,  that  were  brought  forth  that 
year ;  and  this  is  far  from  being  equivalent  to  a  tenth  of  the  grown 
cattle  every  year,  or  of  the  whole  stock  upon  the  land.  To  which 
it  may  be  added,  that  what  fell  short  of  the  number  ten,  which 
might  often  happen  to  be  the  case  among  the  poorer  sort  that  fol- 
lowed agriculture,  was  not  titheable;  or  if  they  had  above  ten, 
whatever  was  short  of  the  number  twenty,  paid  only  one  tiUie : 
and  all  these  things  will  very  much  reduce  his  calculation.  And 
then,  again,  it  is  very  wrong  in  him  to  make  the  first-bom  of  the 
beasts  to  be  equivalent  to  a  tenth  of  all  the  beasts,  or  of  the  whole 
stock  upon  the  land  in  value,  or,  as  he  states  it,  equivalent  to 
two  tentns  of  the  whole  annusd  rent  For  it  must  be  oonsidered, 
first,  that  it  was  only.the  first-bom  males  that  were  to  be  given  to 
the  priests,  which  is  but  one  half  of  the  first-bom ;  and,  in  the  se- 
cond place,  that  the  first-bora,  e.  g.  of  sheep  or  kine,  were  only  to 
be  considered  as  young  lambs  or  calves.*  And,  I  suppose,  he  will 
hardly  undertake  to  prove,  that  supposing  the  first-bom  male  kmbs 
or  calves  to  be  a  tenth  in  number  of  all  the  lambs  and  calves,  that 
they  were  a  tenth  in  value  of  the  whole  stock  of  sheep  and  cattle 
upon  the  land.  And  yet  he  absurdly  accounts  them  so ;  and  pre- 
tends, it  could  easily  be  proved,  that  it  much  exceeded  the  tenth 
in  value.  As  to  the  first-bom  of  unclean  beasts,  they  were  allowed 
to  redeem  them,  if  they  pleased,  with  a  lamb,  or  otherwise  to  kill 
them,  if  they  thought  them  not  worth  it ;  in  which  case  the  priests 
got  nothing  at  all.  So  that  the  value  of  the  first-bom  of  any  or  thoee 
creatures  that  were  not  to  be  sacrificed,  whether  of  an  ass,  which 
was  the  most  common  in  these  countries,  and  is  therefore  particu- 
larly mentioned  in  the  law  to  this  purpose,  Exod.  xiii.  13 ;  Deut  xviii. 
16,  or  of  a  horse  or  camel,  or  any  otiier  creature,  that  was  not  to  be 
sacrificed,  was  never  to  be  rated  above  that  of  a  young  lamb. 

But  let  us  follow  our  author :  he  observes,  tnat  '  besides  this 
the  tribe  of  Levi  had  a  very  considerable  share  of  the  cities,  towns, 
villages,  and  lands  themselves,  which,  by  computing  firom  the 
places  given  and  allotted  to  them  by  law,  would  seem  to  amount 
to  a  seventh  part,  at  least,  of  the  whole  country ;  biit  I  shall  put 
it  only  at  a  tenth  ;  and  this,  with  what  has  been  computed  before, 
will  make  eight  tenths  of  annual  rent'  They  had  indeed  forty- 
eight  cities  allowed  them,  which  fell  to  them  by  lot.  And  if  we 
may  judge  by  what  was  allowed  them  out  of  the  tribes  of  Judah, 
Benjamin,  and  Simeon,  whose  share  came  as  it  is  reckoned,  Josh. 


•  On  the  eighth  day  they  were  appointed  by  law  to  sire  the  firat-boTD,  thoosh  not 
before,  Ezod,  zzii.  30,  that  is,  when  it  was  eight  days  old,  they  might  gire  it,  thoagh 

** *    «  ..  •     .        *'i  regard  to  all  their  sac rifif 
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they  might  keep  it  longer.  And  it  was  a  eeneru  rule,  with  regard  to  all  their  sacrifices, 
whether  of  bullocks,  or  sheep,  or  goats,  uiat  they  were  accepted  for  sacrifice  from  «ght 
days  old.  Lev.  xzii.  27. 


XV.  xviii.  xix.,  to  166  cities,  out  of  which  the  Levites  had  thirteen 
allotted  them,  Joeh.  xxi.  4,  which  amounts  to  about  a  twelfth  part, 
supposing  all  the  cities  belonging  to  those  tribes  to  be  expressly 
mentioned,  which  is  uncertain ;  and  if  they  had  more  cities  than 
are  there  reckoned;  the  share  of  the  Levites  will  be  still  less  in  pro* 
portion.  It  is  true,  that  the  share  of  the  Levites  in  the  other 
tribes,  seems  to  be  greater  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  cities 
expressly  assigned  to  these  tribes*  But  it  is  manifest,  and  allowed 
by  the  more  ludicious  commentators,  that  all  the  cities  belonging 
to  the  several  tribes  are  not  distinctly  mentioned^  but  only  the 

i>rincipal.  For  there  are  some  cities  mentioned  afterwards  as  be* 
onging  to  those  tribes,  that  yet  are  not  reckoned  at  first  in  the 
number  of  the  cities  that  are  expressly  named  as  allotted  to  those 
tribes.*  So  that  we  may  justly  suppose  it  was  pretty  much  in  the 
same  proportion  in  all  the  tribes,  especially  considering  the  rule 
laid  down  hy  Moses,  Numb.  xxxv.  8,  when  he  appomted  that 
forty-eight  cities  should  be  allotted  to  the  Levites,  viz.  that  from 
them  that  had  many  cities  they  should  give  many;  and  from 
them  that  had  few  cities  they  should  give  few ;  and  that  every 
one  should  give  of  his  cities  unto  the  Levites,  according  to  his  in- 
heritance which  he  inherited.  And,  therefore,  we  may  judge  that 
the  cities  were  given  to  them  out  of  all  the  tribes  in  pretty  near 
to  the  same  proportion,  which  may  be  reckoned  to  about  a  twelfth* 
But  then  it  must  be  considered,  that  if  they  had  a  twelfth,  or  even 
a  tenth,  of  the  number  of  cities  allotted  them,  they  were  very  far 
from  having  a  twelfth  or  even  a  fiftieth  part  of  the  whole  land  or 
country.  For  the  Levites  had  only  the  bare  cities  given  them, 
and  no  adjoining  towns  or  villages ;  as  it  was  in  the  lots  of  the 
other  tribes,  where  it  is  still  mentioned,  that  they  had  such  and 
such  cities  given  them,  with  the  villages,  or  adjoimng  and  depend* 
ent  towns.  And  most  of  those  cities  at  that  time  were  very  small* 
Nor  were  the  cities  of  the  Levites  to  be  afterwards  enlarged  be* 
yond  those  walls  any  farther  than  a  thousand  cubits,  to  which  they 
were  expressly  confined  for  the  suburbs,  and  two  thousand  cubits 
for  the  fields ;  and  this  never  to  be  exceeded,+  see  Numb,  xxxv* 
4,  6 ;  Lev.  xxv.  34.  So  that  the  whole  of  the  l^nd  allowed  them, 
reckoning  fi-om  the  walk  of  the  city  for  the  suburbs  and  fields, 
was  but  fifteen  yards  on  every  side,  which  is  considerably  less 
than  a  mile ;  and  this  they  were  not  to  enlarge  or  exceed.  For 
all,  without  those  bounds,  belonged  to  the  tribe  wher^  their  lot 
lay.  So  that  if  there  were  an  accurate  computation  made,  all  the 
land  allowed  to  the  priests  and  Invites  would  amount  to  a  very 
small  part  of  the  country. 

He  next  mentions  the  stated  legal  fees,  as  he  calls  them,  which 
he  says  were  very  extraordinary :  *  as  for  a  woman  after  her  lying- 

•  See  Bishop  Pttriok  on  Joshaa  xviii.  38  ;  xiz.  7,  16,  23,  31, 39. 
t  The  Jews  observe,  that  *  in  the  Levites'  cities  thev  might  not  make  of  a  city  the 
suburbs,  nor  of  the  suburbs  a  city,  nor  of  the  suburbs  a  field,  nor  of  a  field  suburbs  ;  but 
they  were  all  to  continue  as  they  were,  HKithout  being  altered.'    See  Maimon.  in  Jobel, 
cap.  13,  sect.  4,  5,  as  cited  by  Ainsworth  in  Lev.  xxv.  34. 
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in,  and  when  she  came  to  be  churched,  for  j^rsons  that  had  been 
cared  of  any  foul  disease,  and  many  other  instances  too  long  tQ 
be  enumerated  here.  And,  in  any  such  cases,  if  a  lamb  of  a  year 
old  had  been  ordered,  and  the  person  could  not  give  it,  or  was  not 
worth  it,  they  must  give  a  couple  of  turtles,  two  younff  pigeons, 
a  tenth-deal  of  flour,  or  what  they  could,  if  ever  so  little.  So 
that  if  a  man  was  poor,  the  priest  would  take  all,  and  could  have 
no  more.*  And  he  adds,  that  the  occasional  fines  for  leral  acci- 
dental uncleannesses,  which  might  be  unavoidable,  and  almost 
innumerable,  can  be  reduced  to  no  certain  calculation  at  all,'  p. 
138.  I  shall  consider  this  matter  distinctly,  that  it  may  appear 
how  little  there  is  in  this  writer's  general  clamours. 

As  to  what  he  talks  about  the  churching  of  women,  as  he  calls 
it,  the  richest  were  to  bring  no  more  than  a  lamb  of  the  first  year 
(by  which  we  are  to  understand  not  a  lamb  of  a  year  old,  as  this 
author  represents  it,  as  if  it  was  necessarily  to  be  a  year  old  when 
it  was  offered  ;  but  the  meaning  is,  that  it  was  never  to  be  above 
a  year  old,  but  it  was  fit  to  be  offered  from  eight  days  old, 
as  I  have  already  observed)  and  a  young  pigeon.  And  the 
priest's  fees  in  that  case  were  but  small.  Fot^  as  to  the  lamb. 
It  was  expressly  ordered  to  be  consumed  by  fire ;  and  of  which  the 
priest  was  not  to  eat  any  thing.  And  even  of  the  young  pigeon 
which  fell  to  the  priest's  share,  part  was  to  be  consumra  on  the 
altar  for  a  sin-offering,  Lev.  xii.  6,  6.  And  this  was  all  the  priest 
had  in  this  case,  even  from  the  rich.  As  to  what  he  talks  about 
persons  that  had  been  cured  of  any  foul  disease ;  men  or  women 
that  had  any  disease  of  uncleanness  by  issues,  were  obliged  to 
bring  no  more  than  two  young  pigeons  or  turtle-doves.  And  of 
these  one  was  to  be  for  a  burnt-offering,  and  to  be  all  consumed ; 
of  the  other,  which  came  to  the  priest's  sheure,  part  was  to  be  con- 
sumed on  the  altar,  as  in  the  former  case ;  see  Lev.  xv.  The  case 
in  which  the  costliest  sacrifice  was  required  fi-om  any  person  that 
was  legally  unclean,  was  that  of  a  person  that  had  the  leprosy, 
which  was  the  highest  kind  of  uncleanness  :  and  in  this  case,  the 
priest's  share  came  to  two  lambs,  which  were  to  be  offered  as  a  sin- 
offering  and  a  trespass-offering,  some  of  which  was  consumed  upon 
the  altar,  and  the  greater  part  came  to  the  priest.  But  if  the  man 
was  poor,  there  was  only  one  he-lamb  brought  for  a  trespass-offer- 
ing, and  one  voung  pigeon  for  a  sin-offering.  As  to  the  three 
tenth-deals  of  flour,  which  were  then  to  be  offered  for  a  meat- 
offering, amounting  to  about  three  pottles  of  flour,  it  was  to  be 
wholly  consumed,  and  the  priest  got  none  of  it. 

These  kinds  of  uncleannesses  that  have  been  npw  mentioned, 
were  the  only  kinds  for  which  sacrifices  were  offered,  as  is  evident 
from  the  law  itself,  and  the  Jews  universally  acknowledge.  And 
with  regard  to  the  leprosy,  and  a  distemper  by  an  unclean  issue  in 
man  or  woman,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  there  were  many  of  the 
Israelites  that  never  had  them  at  all.  And,  as  to  the  other  kind  of 
legal  uncleanness  mentioned,  viz.  that  of  a  wpman  in  child-bed,  it 
is  to  be  supposed  that  it  seldom  came  above  once  in  a  year,  and 
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for  the  most  part,  not  go  often.  In  all  other  cases  of  legal  imparity 
and  uncleanness,  which  were  many,  and  which  the  author  pro- 
nounces to  be  *  almost  innumerable/  e.  g.  the  uncleanness  of  touch- 
ing any  unclean  thing,  the  carcase  of  an  unclean  beast,  or  a  human 
dead  body,  &c.  they  were  purified  merely  by  washing;  or  sprinkling ; 
which  brought  nothing  to  the  priest :  see  Lev.  xi.  §4,  SI.  Numb, 
xix.  16,  17,  18, 19;  and  no  sacrifices  were  to  be  offered  on  these 
accounts  at  all ;  except  where  persons  inadvertently  came  in  their 
uncleanness  into  the  sanctuary,  and  did  eat  of  the  holy  things,  i.  e. 
the  peace-offerings,  and  afterwards  came  to  know  it.     For  of  such 

Eersons  and  cases  that  passage  is  to  be  undei-stood,  Lev.  v.  2,  3 
y  the  consent  of  all  the  Jewish  doctors  \*  nor  indeed  can  it  well 
be  otherwise  understood,  if  we  compare  it  with  the  places  I  have 
just  referred  to.  In  such  cases  the  richest  were  to  bring  no  more 
than  a  she-lamb  or  a  she-goat  for  a  trespass-offering  ;  and,  if  they 
were  very  poor,  no  more  was  reaaired  of  them  than  to  brin^  the 
tenth  part  of  an  ephah  of  fine  nour,  i.  e.  about  a  pottle,  without 
oil  or  frankincense.  See  Lev.  6,  7,  11 :  so  that  this  was  made  easy 
to  the  poor.  And  we  may  reasonably  suppose  that  this  was  not  a 
case  that  often  happened :  for  it  could  only  happen  when  they 
came  into  the  sanctuary,  which,  with  regard  to  the  generality  of  the 
Israelites,  was  but  at  their  great  festivals,  which  were  only  cele- 
brated three  times  a  year;  and  they  were  then  generally  very 
scrupulously  exact  in  shunning  all  ceremonial  uncleanness.  With 
regard  to  many  of  the  other  cases  in  which  sacrifices  were  required 
to  be  offered,  e*  g.  the  trespass  offerings,  Lev.  vi.  2 — 7,  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  that  there  were  several  persons  in  Israel  that  seldom 
or  never  committed  the  crimes  for  which  those  sacrifices  were  ap- 
pointed. The  peace-offerings  were  by  far  the  most  numerous  of 
any  other;  which  were  firee-will-oflterings  in  acknowled&;ment  of 
mercies  received,  or  in  accomplishment  of  some  vow  tney  had 
made  ;  but,  besides  that,  these  were  at  the  people*s  own  election, 
they  cannot  be  properly  reckoned  amone  the  revenues  due  to  the 
priests,  who  had  but  a  small  share  of  them  :  the  far  greater  part 
of  these  offerings  fell  to  the  people  themselves  on  whose  account 
they  were  offer^,  who  feasted  upon  them  with  their  families.  And 
as  to  the  burnt-offerings,  the  priest  got  nothing  but  the  skin.  It 
appears  from  this  account  of  the  Mosaical  sacrifices,  that  they  were 
far  from  bringing  in  such  vast  revenue  to  the  priests,  as  this  author 
represents  it 

But  he  has  another  shift  in  order  to  make  up  his  twenty  shillings 
in  the  pound  paid  by  the  neople  to  the  priests ;  and  that  is,  ^  that 
there  was  a  very  great  ana  enormous  poll-tax  laid  upon  the  whole 
nation,  and  to'be  paid  in  money :  every  male,  from  twenty  to  sixty, 
was  to  pay  half  a  shekel  three  times  a  year,  when  they  went  up  to 
the  sanctuary.  And  here  the  poorest  man  was  rated  as  high  as 
the  richest ;  and  no  abatement  to  be  made  on  account  of  circum- 
stances.   At  the  same  time  no  man  was  to  appear  before  the  Lord, 

*  Concerniog  which  fet  Aiosworth  in  J^t.  ▼.  2. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQK 


4^2  THE    MOSAIC  LAW 

the  priest,  empty-handed ;  but  every  one  was  to  bring  his  ofierbg, 
or  present,  with  him  ;  which,  besides  the  loss  of  time  and  hindrance 
of  labour,  could  not  amount  to  much  less  than  what  was  to  be  paid 
in  money, '  p.  139. 

This  furnishes  us  with  a  new  instance  how  little  thia  writer's  re* 
presentations  are  to  be  trusted,  especially  where  the  law  of  Moses, 
or  the  priests,  are  concerned.  It  is,  indeed,  required  in  the  law, 
that  at  the  public  festivals,  when  they  came  up  to  the  sanctuary, 
they  were  Hot  to  appear  before  the  Lord  empty,  Exod«  xxiii.  15. 
Deut  xvi.  16.  But  there  is  not  one  word  of  their  making  any 
present  to  the  priest ;  nor  did  any  of  the  Jews  ever  understand  it 
so.  Tlieir  doctors  particularly  understaild  it  of  a  burnt  offering, 
either  of  beast  or  fowl,  according  as  they  were  best  able  to  do  it, 
which  they  were  to  offer  the  first  day  of  the  feast  ;♦  and  this  was 
consumed  by  fire;  and  consequently  the  priest  did  not  get  any 
part  of  the  flesh  of  it  to  his  share.  Besides  which,  the  people 
commonly  offered  their  free-will-offerings  at  those  feasts ;  and  these 
were  left  to  every  man's  own  inclination  and  ability,  according  as 
the  Lord  had  blessed  him,  Deut.  xvi.  16;  and  upon  these  the 
people  themselves  feasted  with  their  families,  and  but  a  small  share 
of  them  came  to  the  priest.  And,  indeed,  those  were  looked 
upon  as  seasons  of  universal  joy  and  fisstivity,  in  which  the  whole 
nation  met  and  rejoiced  together,  at  the  sam^e  time  commemorating 
the  great  things  God  had  done  for  them ;  and  the  observing  these 
festivals  was  looked  upon  as  a  privilege.  And  something  of  this 
kind,  accompanied  with  an  intermission  of  their  labours,  has  been 
usual  in  almost  all  nations.f  But  as  to  this  author's  pretence  coq<. 
eeming  ^  the  enormous  poll-tax, '  as  he  calls  it,  which  every  male, 
from  twenty  to  sixty,  was  to  pay  three  times  a  year  at  their  solemn 
festivals,  half  a  shekel  each  time,  i.  e.  a  shekel  and  half  in  the 
whole ;  this  is  entirely  his  own  fiction,  withovt  any  thing  either 
from  the  law  of  Moses,  or  from  any  of  the  Jewish  writers  to  sup- 
port it.  It  was,  indeed,  the  command  of  God  to  Moses,  that  when 
he  should  take  the  '  sum  of  the  children  of  Israel  after  their  nun^ 
ber, '  every  one  of  them  that  was  numbered,  should  give  half  a 
shekel  for  an  offering  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  that  this  money  should 
be  appointed  for  the  service  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation^ 
Exod.  xxx.  12 — 16 :  which  was  accordingly  executed,  chap,  xxxviii. 
25,  26.  But  this  numbering  was  not  at  any  of  their  sdemn  feasts  ; 
nor  was  there  any  appointment  made  that  there  should  be  any  an-» 
nual  payment  of  this  kind  for  the  future.  All  that  appears  there 
is,  that  it  was  ordered  for  the  present  building  the  sanctuary.  It  ia 
true,  that  in  after  times,  particularly  under  the  second  temple,  every 
Jew  above  twenty  years  old,  was  obliged  to  pay  hal/  a  shekel  an-* 
nually ;  and  the  Jewish  doctors  found  this  upon  that  original  ap^ 
pointment  of  Moses.  But  this  will  not  at  all  answer  the  author's 
design.     For  first,  it  was  but  half  a  shekel  that  was  paid  yearly ; 

*  See  Ainswortb  in  Exod.  zxiii.  15. 
t  See  Arist  lib.  viii.  ad  Nicomach.  cap.  2,  and  a  remarkable  passage  in  Strabo  to  thia 
purpose,  Geograph.  lib.  x.  p.  467. 
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whereas  he  makes  it  to  have  been  a  shekel  and  a  half;  and  then  it 
was  not  paid^  as  be  pretends  it  was,  at  any  of  their  public  feasts ; 
but  was  collected  by  persons  appointed  for  that  purpose  in  their 
several  cities ;  who  were  to  return  their  payments  into  the  public 
treasury  by  the  25th  of  the  month  Adar,  which  answers  to  our 
February.  Nor  was  it  a  tax,  as  he  represents  it,  paid  by  the  peo- 
ple to  the  priests :  but  the  priests  and  Levites  themselves  were  as 
much  obliged  to  pay  it»  by  the  Jewish  constitutions,  as  any  others ; 
and  the  design  of  it  was  for  public  service.  Out  of  this  money 
they  provided  for  the  expense  of  the  public  sacrifices  offered  in  the 
name  of  all  the  people ;  both  the  daily  oblations,  and  those  offered 
on  the  sabbaths,  new  moons,  and  solemn  festivals ;  as  also  salt, 
wood,  incense  for  the  sacrifices,  the  sacerdotal  vestments,  salaries 
of  several  public  offices,  the  reparation  of  the  temple,  building  or 
repairing  walls,  aqueducts,  towers,  and  other  public  works  which 
required  a  great  expense :  so  that  sometimes  the  money  was  not 
sufficient  to  defray  it.  And  if  any  of  the  money  was  left,  it  was 
not  to  be  put  into  the  pockets  of  private  persons,  but  was  all  to  be 
laid  out  in  extraordinary  burnt  offerings,  which  were  called  *  the 
second  sacrifices  of  the  altar.  ''* 

Our  author  is  not  content  to  have  forged  a  poll-tax  of  a  shekel 
and  a  half,  and  made  it  part '  of  the  vast  revenue  of  the  priests ;  * 
though  it  was  but  half  a  shekel  that  was  paid,  and  was  a  tax  upon 
the  priests,  as  well  as  othere,  for  the  public  service ;  but  in  order  to 
heignten  it,  he  thinks  proper  to  raise  the  shekel  to  four  times  the 
value.  He  himself  owns  that  it  answered  by  weight  to  two  shillings 
and  eight  pence  of  our  money ;  and  all  those  that  have  made  the 
most  exact  computations,  have  given  pretty  much  the  same  account 
of  it  :t  and  yet,  presently  after,  by  a  pretended  comparing  it  with 
other  things,  he  tninks  it  ought  to  be  valued  at  twelve  shillines  of 
our  money ;  but  he  is  so  modest  as  to  be  willing  it  should  be 
reckoned  at  no  more  than  ten.  His  reason  for  thus  enhancing  the 
value  of  a  shekel  from  half  a  crowQ  to  ten  shillings,  is,  that  two 
shekels  was  the  price  fixed,  by  the  law,  for  the  best  fat  sacrificial 
sheep.  But  this  doth  not  appear.  There  is  no  piice  fixed,  by  law, 
for  such  sheep  at  all ;  nor  can  it  be  supposed  that  they  were  always 
of  the  same  price  :  though  if  it  had  been  fixed  at  that  rate,  it  would 
only  have  followed,  that  sheep  were  very  common  in  that  country, 
and  very  dieap ;  which  is  certainly  true.  He  adds,  that  ^  fifty 
shekels  was  the  price  fixed  for  a  man  slave,  and  thirty  for  a  woman,' 
Lev,  xxviii.  But  that  law  is  not  intended  at  all  to  fix  the  prices 
at  which  slaves  whether  male  or  female,  were  to  be  sold  in  the 
market ;  as  if  no  slaves  were  ever  to  be  sold  among  the  Jews  for  a 
greater  price  than  is  there  mentioned.  They  sold  tnem  there,  as  in 
other  countries,  for  what  they  could  get,  or  what  they  were  worth ; 
which  was  sometimes  more,  sometimes  less.    Maimonides  supposes 


*  The  reader  may  see  aU  this  fully  aboi^ n,  out  of  tbe  most  authentic  Jewish  writings, 
by  Mr.  Selden,  De  Jufe  Nat.  et  GenU  lib.  iv.  cap.  6,  et  De  Synedr.  lib.  iii.  cap.  10, 

!,  chap.  4# 
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a  servant '  might  be  sometimes  worth  a  hundred  pounds,  and  some- 
times not  one. '  See  Ainsworth  in  Exod.  xxi.  32.  But  that  law. 
Lev.  xxvii.y  relates  to  the  case  of  persons  that  hud  made  a  singular 
vow,  as  it  is  called,  ver.  2,  which  was  a  voluntary  thing,  to  which 
no  man  was  obliged,  whereby  they  vowed  their  own  persons,  or 
their  children,  or  any  that  belonged  to  them  in  property,  to  be  the 
Lord's,  for  the  service  of  his  sanctuary,  to  assist  m  some  meaner 
ministrations,  &c.  In  which  case  they  were  excused  from  the 
actual  performance  of  the  service,  and  only  obliged  to  pay  the  va- 
luation put  upon  them ;  and  this  valuation  or  estimation  of  their 
persons  was  not  arbitrary,  left  to  the  pleasure  of  the  priest,  but 
was  fixed  by  a  law  at  a  certain  rate  never  to  be  exceeded  in  any 
case,  in  order  to  prevent  any  imposition  upon  them ;  though  it  was 
to  be  diminished  if  they  were  poor,  and  tne  priest  was  in  that  case 
to  estimate  in  proportion  to  the  man's  ability  that  had  vowed,  ver. 
8.  And  the  money  arising  from  these  estimations  did  not  go  to 
the  private  use  of  the  priest,  nor  was  any  part  of  his  revenue,  but, 
like  the  half-shekel,  went  to  the  repairing  of  the  house  of  God, 
and  other  public  uses,  2  Kings  xii.  4 — 10.* 

Thus  I  have  distinctly  considered  every  thing  our  author  has 
offered  to  make  good  his  charge  of  '  twenty  shillings  in  the  pound 
upon  all  the  lands  of  Israel,'  and  by  which  he  undoubtedly  intended 
to  expose  the  priests  and  the  Mosaic  constitution,  but  has  only  ex- 
posed himself,  and  shown  that  he  will  stick  at  no  artifices  or  mis- 
representations to  ^ain  his  point.  I  need  not  take  notice  of  his 
following  computations,  pp.  140,  141,  and  which  are  all  built  upon 
the  false  and  absurd  suppositions  he  had  made  before.  I  shall 
only  observe,  that  according  to  his  usual  way,  he  repeats  what  he 
had  said  in  his  former  book,  that  the  ten  tribes  revolted  from  Solo- 
mon because  of  the  oppression  they  were  under  by  the  law  relating 
to  the  priesthood,  and  that  therefore  they  never  submitted  to  this 
law  or  priesthood  more,  p.  140.  This  is  entirely  his  own  fiction ; 
since  it  was  the  yoke  of  taxes  that  Solomon  laid  upon  them  which 
they  complained  of;  and  we  find  no  complaint  made  by  them  con- 
cerning the  priesthood.  And  though,  through  the  policy  of  their 
kings,  they  were  not  suffered  to  go  up  to  worship  at  the  temple  at 
Jerusalem,  yet  the  ten  tribes  had  still  a  priesthood  among  them  to 
whom  they  paid  tithes ;  and  they  still  continued  to  offer  sacrifices 
and  free-will  offering  as  prescribed  in  the  law  of  Moses.  Concern- 
ing which,  see '  Divine  Authority,*  p.  192. 

In  p.  142,  he  passes  by  what  I  nad  said  concerning  the  nature, 
end,  and  use  of  expiatory  sacrifices  under  the  law,  and  still  declares, 
that  for  his  '  life  he  cannot  see  that  any  thing  was  foigiven  by  that 
law,  otherwise  than  by  suffering  the  penalty  prescribed,  and  thereby 
satisfying  the  law  itself.'  This,  it  must  be  owned,  is  a  strange  way 
of  being  forgiven,  that  is,  by  suffering  the  penalty  prescribed.  But 
this,  he  says,  was  the  difficulty  he  had  ureed,  that '  there  could  be 
no  pardon  where  no  punishment  or  legal  demand  is  remitted  ;'  and 

'  ^ee  Maimon.  in  Craehin.  cap.  1, 1.  10. 
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of  this,  he  pretends,  I  had  not  been  '  able  to  give  one  instance/  p. 
142.  But  It  was  plainly  shown,  that  in  that  constitution  sacrifices 
were  supposed  to  avert  the  penalty  that  would  otherwise  have  been 
due.  And  therefore,  in  cases  where  it  was  necessary  for  the  ^ood 
of  the  community,  that  the  penalty  should  be  actually  inflicted  for 
any  particular  crimes,  sacrifices  were  never  appointed  to  be  offered 
for  those  crimes ;  and  in  cases  where  sacrifices  were  appointed,  the 
penally  that  would  otherwise  have  been  due  was  remitted,  of  which 
instances  were  given.*  And  upon  the  man^s  confessing  his  fault, 
and  offering  the  sacrifice  in  the  manner  prescribed,  it  was  declared, 
that  the '  sin  he  had  committed  was  forgiven  him.'  He  was  thence- 
forth clear  and  free  in  the  eye  of  the  law  from  the  guilt  he  had  con- 
tracted. But  here,  perhaps,  I  shall  be  told  again,  that  the  sin  that 
was  forgiven  the  man  upon  offering  his  sacrifice  was  the  sin  of  not 
offering  his  sacrifice,  the  absurdity  of  which  has  been  already 
exposed.     See  above,  pp.  113,  114. 

Our  author,  who  in  his  former  book  had  asserted,  that  Moses  in 
his  law  made  no  distinction  between  morals  and  rituals ;  but  urged 
all  alike  merely  as  the  positive  will  of  God,  without  ever  giving  any 
other  reason  for  it,  now  is  pleased  to  acknowledge  that  Moses  as 
well  as  the  prophets,  urges  the  reasonableness  and  fitness  of  the 
moral  law,  thougn  it  seems  he  only  did  this  as  a  prophet  or  preacher 
of  righteousness.t  But  he  denies,  that  as  to  the  ritual  law,  Moses 
ever  urged  it  from  the  '  reasonableness  and  fitness  of  things,  or  from 
the  justice  and  eauiiy  of  the  ways  of  God.  And  he  had  asserted 
in  his  former  book,  that  the  people  were  never  to  inquire  into  the 

Sounds  and  reasons  for  which  any  of  them  were  appoinl^ed.  See 
or.  Phil.  vol.  i.  p.  256.  But  the  contrary  is  eviaent  to  any  one 
that  is  acquainted  with  the  law  of  Moses.  For  with  reeard  to  sev- 
eral of  the  ritual  precepts,  the  reasons  of  appointing  them  are  ex- 
pressly declared  in  the  law  itself,  e.  g.  in  the  law  of  the  passover, 
£xod.  xii.  26,  27,  Deut.  xvi.  3,  and  concerning  the  redemption  of 
the  first- bom,  Exod.  xiii.  14,  15,  and  in  that  concerning  the  Sab- 
bath, Exod.  XX.  11.  xxiii.  12,  and  in  that  concerning  the  offering  of 
the  first-fruits,  Deut.  xxvi.  1 — 12,  to  which  many  other  instances 
of  the  like  kind  might  be  added. 

This  writer  has  nothing  to  say  for  himself  in  vindication  of  the 
odious  representation  he  had  made  of  the  Jews,  but  that  their  own 
prophets  represent  them  as  having  been  very  wicked ;  that  is,  he 
applies  what  was  said  of  them  in  the  time  of  their  greatest  degene- 
racy and  corruption  to  the  whole  nation  at  all  times  and  in  all  aces* 
And  whereas  I  had  urged,  that  the  Jews  greatly  exceeded  other 

*  See  Dirioe  Authority,  pp.  115, 116.  To  the  instances  there  mentioned  others 
might  be  added :  pardoularly  if  any  person  presumptuously  and  wilfully  came  into  the 
sanctaaiT  and  did  eat  of  the  holy  things  io  his  uncleanness,  he  was  to  be  out  off  from 
his  people ;  that  is,  as  the  Jews  understand  this  phrase,  he  was  to  be  punished  by  the 
hand  or  God  for  his  presumptuous  disobedience,  done  in  contempt  of  the  law.  Lev.  rii. 
20,  21,  Numb.  ziz.  20.  But  if  he  did  it  ignorantly,  and  came  SLnerwards  to  know  it,  a 
sacrifice  was  to  be  accepted  for  him,  and  he  was,  upon  offering  it,  free  from  the 
penalty^    See  Ainswortii  in  Lot.  t.  2.  3,  &c 

t  Concerning  this  pretence,  see  what  is  said  above,  p,  148. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQI^ 


426  THE   MOSAIC    LAW 

nations,  in  that  whilst  they  governed  themselves  by  their  law,  they 
acknowledged  and  worshipped  the  one  living  and  true  God,  free 
from  idolatry ;  he  says,  this  is  a  plain  proof  that  I  have  never  read 
the  history  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  i^  Dr.  Hyde  de  Relig.  vet* 
Persan  And  he  assures  us,  as  from  Dr.  Hyde,  that  the  *  Persians 
had  never,  from  the  very  first  records  of  time,  fallen  into  the  Sabian 
superstition  of  worshipping  idols  and  tutelar  Gods,'  p.  144.  The 
Sabian  superstition  properly  consisted  in  worshipping  the  host  of 
heaven,  as  the  Hebrew  word,  Saba,  from  whence  it  is  derived,  im- 
ports* And  this  the  Persians  were  guilty  of.  Though  they  were 
not  so  corrupted  as  to  lose  the  knowl^^e  of  the  Supreme  God,  yet 
they  paid  adoration  to  the  celestial  lummaries.  Dr.  Hyde  himself 
acknowledges,  that  the  *  ancient  Persians  to  the  primitive  orthodox 
religion  superadded  Sabaism,  paying  too  great  a  veneration  to  stars 
and  elements,'  cap.  i.  p.  2.  He  supposes  that  the  most  ancient 
Persians  were  instructed  in  the  true  uncorrupted  worship  of  God 
by  their  great  progenitors,  Shem  and  Elam,  but  that  afterwards 
tney  lapsed  into  Sabaism  before  the  time  of  Abraham,  cap.  i.  p.  3, 
4  ;  that  that  patriarch  himself  was  educated  in  the  Sabatical  super- 
stition, which  had  then  spread  generally  through  the  nations,  and 
that  the  Persians,  as  well  as  others,  were  involved  in  it;  but  that 
Abraham,  who  had  many  contentions  with  the  worshippers  of  the 
stars  and  of  fire,  introduced  a  reformation,  and  with  great  difficulty 
and  danger  to  himself,  propagated  the  true  religion  in  the  East;  and 
that  the  Persians  probably  learned  Abraham's  religion  after  his 
victory  over  Chedorlaomer,  king  of  Elam,  cap.  iii.  pp.  84,  86.  He 
also  owns^  that  after  the  time  of  Abraham  the  Persians  relapsed 
into  Sabaism  again,  though  they  still  kept  themselves  free  from 
image-worship,  cap.  i.  p.  3,  5.  He  tells  us  that  the  Persian  priests 
in  India  acknowledge  a  lawgiver  before  Zoroaster,  whom  they  call 
Poreodekesbangh,  who  was  a  teacher  of  Sabaism,  and  under  whom 
there  was  a  diversity  of  religion  from  that  which  afterwards  pre* 
vailed  under  Zoroaster,  cap.  i.  p.  17.  And  after  producing  a  testi* 
mony  from  a  Persian  writer,  in  which  he  affirms,  that  ^  Persss  antique 
tempore  erant  de  religione  Sabaitarum,  stellas  colentes,  usque  ad 
tempus  Gushtasp  filii  Lohrasp ;'  that  *  the  Persians  in  ancient  time 
were  of  the  religion  of  the  Sabians,  worshipping  the  stars,  till  the 
time  of  Gushtasp  the  son  of  Lohrasp.'  The  learned  doctor  makes 
this  reflection  upon  it ;  *  Tunc  enim  eorum  religionem  reformavit 
Zoroastres ;'  that  *  at  that  time  Zoroaster  reformed  then*  religion ;' 
that  is,  he  reformed  it  from  Sabaism  with  which  it  had  been  cor> 
rupted,  cap.  iii.  p.  87.  By  this  we  may  see  what  to  iudge  of  die 
author's  accuracy  or  sincenty,  who  represents  it  as  evident  from  Dr. 
Hyde's  account,  that  the  Persians  never  fell  into  Sabaism  fi-om  tiie 
first  records  of  their  nation. 

Indeed  Sabaism  was  the  eldest  kind  of  idolatry,  and  which  spread 
very  eariy  among  the  Eastern  nations.  And  Moses  took  particular 
cai*e  to  guard  the  Israelites  against  it,  by  absolutely  forbidding  them 
to  pay  any  kind  of  worship  to  the  heavenly  luminaries,  as  was^usual 
among  other  nations,  and  particularly  among  the  Persians.     See 
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Deut.  iv«  19y '  Lest  thou  lift  up  thine  eyes  unto  heaven,  and  when 
thou  seest  the  sun/  See. 

As  to  what  be  farther  saith  concerning  the  Jews  learning  the 
doctrine  of  the  resurrection  and  a  future  judgment  from  the  Per- 
sians, this  I  had  fully  considered  in  my  former  book ;  nor  has  this 
writer  brought  any  new  proof  of  it,  except  his  confidently  affirming 
that  it  is  so  must  pass  for  a  proof.  But  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
take  notice  of  this  afterwards,  for  he  returns  to  it  again,  and  insists 
upon  it  more  largely  in  his  seventh  section. 


CHAPTER  Vlil. 


The  oracle  of  Urim  and  Thommim  not  designed  to  try  private  judicial  causes.  The  an* 
swers  of  that  oracle  did  not  depend  on  the  pleasure  of  the  high-priest.  The  author's 
continued  misrepresentation  of  the  story  of  the  Lerite's  wife,  and  the  war  with  the 
Benjamites,  detected.'  The  clear  and  circumstantial  predictions  of  future  events  given 
by  the  ancient  prophets,  a  proof  of  their  divine  inspiration.  Their  writings  not  cor- 
rupted by  the  after  revisors  and  editors,  llie  distinction  between  the  tme  and  the 
false  prophets  asserted  against  this  writer's  exceptions.  His  attempt  to  vindicate  the 
charge  he  had  brought  agahist  ^Samud.  A  puiieular  examination  of  his  ftrther  in- 
vectives against  David. 

Hb  now  comes  to  vindicate  what  he  had  said  in  his  former  book 
concerning  the  oracle  of  Urim  and  Thummim.  And  he  still  persists 
in  it,  that  it  was  intended  and  established  by  Moses  to  be  trie  '  ul- 
timate resort  in  all  judicial  causes,  and  to  decide  in  private  matters 
between  man  and  man,'  which  I  had  denied.  But  instead  of  produ- 
cing a  proof  for  this,  he  only  asks  the  question, '  Why  mignt  not 
the  high-priest  consult  the  oracle  privately,  in  private  affairs  and 
matters  of  judgment,  as  well  as  publicly  in  public  afftEurs?  The 
answer  is,  because  the  oracle  in  its  origmal  appointment  was  not 
designed  for  deciding  causes  between  man  and  man,  but  for  asking 
counsel  of  Ood  in  matters  of  a  public  nature*  This  appears  from 
Numb,  xxvii.  2U  All  the  Jews  with  one  consent  have  understood 
it  so  ;  all  the  instances  recorded  in  Scripture  in  which  this  oracle 
was  consulted,  are  of  this  kind;  not  one  of  them  relates  to  judicial 
causes,  nor  are  they  once  directed  in  the  law  to  have  rea)urse  to 
Urim  and  Thummim,  as  the  ultimate  resort  in  such  causes ;  but  are 
directed  to  the  priests  and  to  the  judges  that  should  be  in  these 
days.  And  yet  this  writer  will  still  persuade  us,  that  to  this  oracle 
was  *  the  ultimate  appeal  in  all  judicial  causes,  by  the  establish- 
ment of  Moses  himself.'  He  finds  fault  with  me  for  saying  that 
*  it  did  not  depend  on  the  high-priest  to  give  answer  by  the  Urim 
and  Thummim  when  he  pleased,  but  depended  on  the  will  of  God, 
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who  might  withhold  his  directions,  by  this  orade,  from  the  chief 
rulers  or  the  people,  though  they  applied  to  him  for  this  purpose.'* 
This  does  not  suit  his  scheme,  who  makes  that  oracle  nothing  else 
but  the  voice  of  the  high-priest  himself,  who  consequently  had  it 
always  in  his  own  power.  And  therefore  he  denies  this,  and  says 
I  can  produce  no  authority  for  it.  And  whereas  I  alleged  that  we 
have  an  instance  of  this  in  Saul,  who  could  obtain  no  answer  by 
Urim,  though  he  earnestly  desired  it,  he  answers,  that  *  it  is  no 
wonder  that  neither  the  priests  nor  prophets  would  give  Saul  any 
advice,  when  they  were  all  in  Davia's  interests ;  and  Saul  could 
have  no  other  way  of  consulting  with  God  but  by  them.'  But  this 
will  not  do ;  for  one  of  the  instances  wherein  Saul  consulted  the 
oracle  and  could  get  no  answer,  was  before  David  was  so  much  as 
known  or  thought  of  for  king.  The  high-priest  whom  Saul  con- 
sulted was  in  his  interests,  according  to  this  writer's  own  represent- 
ation, for  he  was  Ahia  the  son  of  Ahitub  the  grandson  of  Eh,  whom 
he  pretends  Saul  exalted  to  the  high-priesthood  instead  of  Samuel. 
He  was  then  with  Saul,  and  did  himself  propose  consulting  God 
concerning  their  pursuing  the  Philistines;  and  it  may  be  gauiered 
from  what  is  said  of  this  matter,  that  he  would  have  been  glad  of 
a  favourable  answer,  but  could  get  none  at  all ;  which  showed  it 
was  not  in  his  power,  nor  depended  upon  his  pleasure.  And  ac- 
cordingly Saul  himself  concluded,  that  some  siiv  amon^  the  people 
must  have  been  the  cause  of  it.  And  what  followed  plainly  showed 
that  the  withholding  the  answer  of  the  oracle  could  not  be  owing  to 
the  high-priest ;  for  it  ended  in  a  discovery  that  Jonathan  had  un« 
wittingly  broken  the  solemn  adjuration  or  curse  which  his  father 
had  laid  upon  all  the  people,  devoting  any  of  them  to  death  that 
should  eat  any  thing  till  evening.  The  high-priest  cannot  reason- 
ably be  supposed  to  have  known  this  fact  of  Jonathan^  since  none 
of  the  people  that  saw  it  would  discover  it,  such  was  their  afiection 
and  esteem  for  Jonathan ;  nor  was  it  otherwise  found  out  than  by 
casting  of  lots.  Or,  if  tlie  high-priest  had  known  it,  it  would  be 
absurd  to  the  last  degree,  to  suppose  that  he  who  was  a  friend  of 
SauPs  would  have  thus  contrivea  to  promote  the  condemnation  and 
death  of  his  eldest  and  most  beloved  son,  the  favourite  of  his  father 
and  of  the  people,  and  to  whom  the  victory  of  that  day  was  princi- 
pally owing.  The  whole  affair  seems  plainly  to  have  been  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  divine  providence,  who  ordered  it  so, 
both  to  show  the  sacredness  of  an  oath,  and  to  convince  Saul  of 
his  great  rashness  in  making  such  an  adjuration.  But  here  is  a 
plain  instance,  that  the  voice  of  the  oracle  was  a  different  thing 
from  the  voice  of  the  high-priest,  and  did  not  depend  upon  his 
pleasure.  See  1  Sam.  xiv.  3,  36,  37,  Sec 

He  next  comes  to  the  story  of  the  Levite  and  his  concubine, 
which  he  had  so  basely  misrepresented.  I  considered  this  fully  and 
distinctly,  and  he  would  fain  seem  to  say  something  to  it,  but  has 
done  little  more  than  repeat  what  he  had  said  in  his  former  book, 

•  See  <  Divine  Authority,'  p.  IdO. 
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without  any  new  force  of  argument,  though  with  a  greater  confi- 
dence than  before. 

He  had  charged  the  Levite  and  his  wife  as  having  '  raised  a  mob 
about  them/  by  their  ill  behaviour  when  they  came  into  the  town 
of  Oibeah.  I  had  shown  that  this  was  a  fiction  of  his  own^  without 
anything  in  the  story  to  support  it.  Instead  of  retracting  so 
groundless  a  charge,  he  still  continues  to  say,  that  '  this  is  very 
probable  by  the  circumstances  of  the  story/  p.  151,  and  in  the  next 
page  confidently  asserts  it  as  if  it  was  a  certain  fact,  but  does  not 
condescend  to  give  the  least  proof  of  it,  or  to  answer  what|was  offered 
to  the  contrary.  And  whereas  he  had  taken  upon  him  to  assert, 
that  the  outrage  upon  the  Levite  and  his  wife  was  committed  in 
the  middle  of  the  night,  with  a  view  to  show  that  the  Levite  was 
carousing  till  midnight,  and  that  it  could  not  therefore  be  known 
who  the  authors  of  the  outrage  were ;  I  showed  that  it  may  be 
concluded  from  the  story,  that  Uie  outrage  happened  not  long  after 
the  Levite  had  got  into  the  old  Ephraimite's  house,  which  was  in 
the  evening.  For  the  old  man  found  them  in  the  street  as  he  was 
returning Trom  his  work  at  even,  and  took  them  into  his  house; 
where,  after  having  given  provender  to  the  asses,  they  refreshed 
themselves,  and  whilst  they  were  doing  so, '  behold  the  men  of  the 
city,  certain  sons  of  Belial,  beset  the  house,'  &c.  Now  what  does 
this  writer  say  to  this?  He  first  supposes  me  to  say  that  t^H^s  out- 
rage happened  in  the  evening  before  night,  and  then  sets  himself 
very  gravely  to  prove,  that  it  must  have  been  night  before  it  hap- 
pened, pp.  152,  153.  But  if  he  would  have  said  any  thing  to  the 
Eurpose,  he  should  have  proved  that  it  was  not  till  midnight^  which 
e  iiad  taken  upon  him  to  assert  in  his  former  book  ;  but  this  he 
quietly  passes  over. 

He  is  pleased  to  own,  that  the '  insolence  and  rage  of  the  mob  was 
certainly  inexcusable,  and  the  guilty  ought  to  have  received  their 
just  punishment,  could  they  have  been  found  out  and  convicted/  p. 
151.  But  he  falls  heavily  upon  the  Levite  for  not  having  taken  his 
remedy  at  law,  which  he  assures  us  was  open  to  him ;  and  in  which 
he  might  have  expected  the  utmost  favour,  as  the  supreme  power  of 
the  nation  was  in  his  tribe.  And  whereas  I  had  said,  there  was 
then  no  judge  or  supreme  magistrate  in  Israel,  to  whom  he  might 
apply  for  redress,  and  for  the  punishment  of  so  enormous  an  outrage; 
he  very  boldly  pronounces,  that  this  is  '  absolutely  false,  and  such  a 
fiction  of  my  own,  that  he  is  astonished  at  it ; '  and  he  gives  us  his 
word  for  it,  that  since  Phineas  was  high-priest,  Othniel  or  Ehud 
must  have  been  judge.  I  cannot  say,  that  I  am  ^  astonished  '  at  his 
saying  this;  but  I  should  have  been  'astonished/  if  any  writer  of 
credit  or  reputation  had  said  it :  for  not  only  does  the  historian  ex- 
pressly declare,  that  there  was  no  king  in  Israel,  and  that  every  man 
did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own  eyes ;  which  is  as  plain  a  des- 
cription as  can  well  be  given,  that  there  was  then  no  supreme  magis- 
trate in  Ismel,  that  had  the  power  of  the  sword ;  for  by  the  king 
is  sometimes  understood,  any  single  person  that  had  the  supreme 
authority,  Deut  xxxiii.  5.     But  besiaes,  it  appears  from  all  the  cir- 
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cumstauces  of  the  story,  that  there  was  then  no  judge  amongst  them^ 
or  any  one  person  that  had  the  supreme  power,  mough  uiere  was 
an  high-prieet ;  for  we  6nd  that  every  thing  was  done  by  the  elders 
of  the  congregation,  as  they  are  called,  or  the  chief  of  all  the  people, 
or  heads  of  the  tribes ;  to  their  direction  and  appointment  every 
thing  is  ascribed  from  first  to  last :  nor  is  there  the  least  mention  w 
any  one  person  to  preside  over  them,  or  to  be  their  leader,  but  they 
were  obliged  to  consult  the  oracle  to  know  who  should  go  up  first  ; 
which  they  needed  not  to  have  done,  if  there  had  been  at  that  time 
a  judge,  whose  office  it  was  to  lead  and  govern  them. 

There  cannot  be  a  more  extravagant  supposition  than  that  which 
this  writer  has  advanced,  that  the  Invite  might  have  had  *  a  remedy 
at  law,  if  he  had  sued  for  it;  but  that  he  was  resolved  to  make  it  a 
public,  national  quarrel,  and  to  raise  a  war  upon  it,  rather  than  take 
any  peaceable  legal  method  for  redress,'  pp.  150,  163.  As  if  a  poor 
inconsiderable  Levite,  who  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  man  of 
any  note,  should  form  a  proiect  of  raising  a  civil  war,  when  at  the 
same  time,  he  might  have  nad  justice  done  him  in  a  quiet  way. 
Nor  is  it  a  less  romantic  supposition,  that  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  should 
engage  in  his  quarrel,  when  at  the  same  time  justice  might  haye 
been  done,  and  the  injury  redressed,  in  the  common  legal  way.  Bat 
he  insinuates,  that  it  was  because  he  was  a  Levite,  that  there  was 
such  an  interest  made,  and  a  war  raised  upon  his  account ;  and  that 
it  is  very  '  plain,  from  the  whole  story,  that  it  was  not  so  much  the 
injury  done,  as  the  person  to  whom  it  was  done ;  that  was  the  great 
unpardonable  aggravation  of  the  crime/  p.  155.  And  yet  there  is 
not  the  least  hint  of  this  ;  though  he  says  it  is  very  plain  from  the 
whole  story.  It  is  the  atrociousness  of  the  crime  itself,  that  is  re- 
presented as  the  thing  which  raised  so  general  an  indignation  in  the 
people,  and  not  the  least  stress  is  laid  upon  its  being  an  injury  done 
to  a  Levite. 

Our  author  takes  upon  him  to  affirm,  with  a  confidence  peculiar 
to  himself,  as  if  he  could  certainly  prove  it,  that  the  *  tribe  ot  Benja- 
min were  never  summoned  to  come  to  the  assembly  of  the  people, 
or  to  meet  the  other  tribes  while  they  were  debating  the  matter ; 
that  they  never  had  an  opportunity  tot^onfront  the  Levite,  or  to  clear 
themselves,  nor  time  to  nnd  out  and  punish  the  guilty  persons ;  yea, 
that  none  of  them  durst  go,  and  confront,  and  contradict  the  Levite, 
for  fear  of  being  put  to  the  sword.'  See  pp.  154,  165.  All  which 
are  most  absura  suppositions,  contrary  to  all  reason  and  common 
sense ;  as  if  the  Israelites  had,  from  the  beginning,  resolved  not  so 
much  as  to  hear  what  the  Benjamites  had  to  say  for  themselres, 
and  had  vowed  the  destruction  of  a  whole  tribe,  without  ^ving  them 
leisure  to  find  out  the  criminals,  when  they  were  willing  to  have 
done  it ;  though  it  does  not  appear  that  the  other  tribes,  in  the  be* 
ginning  of  this  affiiir,  had  the  least  quarrel  or  resentment  against 
uie  tribe  of  Benjamin.  The  Benjamites  had  notice  given  them  of 
the  fact  itself  in  the  same  way  that  any  of  the  other  tribes  knew  it; 
for  the  Levite  sent  equally  to  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel,  of  which 
Benjamin  was  one.     Nor  can  it,  without  great  absurdity,  be  sup- 
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posed,  that  when  all  the  other  tribes  were  summoned  to  meet  at  the 
general  assemblyy  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  should  be  neglected,  that 
were  most  nearly  concerned.  And  besides  this,  we  ai*e  expressly 
told,  that  the  children  of  Benjamin  heard,  that  is,  they  were  inform* 
ed,  that  the  children  of  Israel  were  gone  up  to  Mizpen,  Judges  xx. 
6.  They  knew  it,  but  they  would  not  come.  Our  author's  gloss 
upon  this  is  very  extraordinary :  *  Yes,'  says  he,  *  they  heard  their  des- 
truction had  been  resolved  upon  for  an  accidental  act  committed  by 
night,'  p.  152.  But  this  is  not  true ;  for  their  destruction  had  not 
been  resolved  upon.  All  that  they  could  hear  was,  that  the  tribes 
had  met  to  consult  and  advise  upon  the  matter  :  and  if  they  had  had 
intentions  to  do  justice,  or  showed  a  just  regard  to  the  authority  of 
the  body  of  their  nation,  it  was  their  business  to  have  gone  too. 
And  if  thev  had  showed  a  disposition,  as  this  author,  without  any 
proof,  would  persuade  us  they  did,  to  find  out  and  punish  the  cri- 
minals ;  no  doubt  this  would  have  satisfied  and  been  very  accept- 
able to  the  other  tribes,  who  showed,  by  their  whole  proceedings, 
how  loth  they  were  to  break  with  the  iBeniamites,  and  how  glad 
they  would  have  been  to  have  had  them  along  with  them  in  this 
affair.  And  hence  it  was,  that  when  the  Benjamites  did  not  meet 
the  other  tribes  at  the  general  assembly,  there  was  particular  care 
taken  to  send  special  messengers  through  all  the  tribes  of  Benjamin,, 
to  persuade  them  to  do  justice,  and  to  deliver  up  the  criminals. 
And  when  they  absolutely  refused  to  do  this,  the  tribes  came  to  no 
resolution  at  all  to  destroy  the  whole  tribe,  but  only  to  punish  the 
inhabitants  of  Gibeab  itself,  that  were  immediately  concerned  in  the 
horrid  outrage.  All  this  is  fully  proved  in  the  book  this  author  pre^ 
tends  to  answer ;  *  to  which  he  has  nothing  to  reply,  but  very  wit- 
tily would  persuade  his  reader,  that '  I  am  only  writing  booty,  with 
a  design  to  betray  the  cause  I  would  seem  to  espouse,'  p.  152.  And 
I  am  persuaded,  if  this  had  been  the  case,  or  if  this  author  had 
thought  so,  he  would  have  been  much  better  pleased  with  me  than 
now  he  seems  to  be. 

He  urges,  that  it  is  '  a  supposition,  not  consistent  with  common 
sense,  or  even  with  human  nature^  that  a  whole  city  would  choose 
rather  to  be  put  to  the  sword  than  give  up  a  few  infemous  rioters, 
had  they  known  them ;  or  that  the  whole  tribe  would  have  joined 
with  them,  and  supported  them  in  this.'  np*  164,  155.  And  again, 
p.  156,  he  calls  it  *  a  wild  supposition,  that  a  whole  city  and  tribe 
should  choose  utter  destruction  rather  than  make  any  reasonable  satis- 
faction, in  their  power,  for  the  loss  of  a  single  life,  and  some  slight 
shown  to  a  private  man.'  p.  156.  Let  the  reader  observe  this  author's 
manner  of  expressing  himself  on  this  occasion,  and  how  tenderly  he 
speaks.  Their  offering  first  to  abuse,  in  an  unnatural  manner,  the 
Levite  himself,  and  afterwards  abusing  and  murdering  his  wife, 
^  was  some  slight  shown  to  him.'  Thus  it  is  that  he  is  for  palliating 
so  enormous  a  crime  and  outrage.     As  to  his  pretence,  that  it  is 

•  See  Divine  Authority,  p.  134,  &c. 
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absurd  to  suppose,  that  the  peoi>le  of  Gibeah,  or  tribe  of  BenjamiD, 
would  refuse  to  give  up  the  criminals  if  they  had  known  them ;  this 
is  directly  to  contradict  the  history  itself,  which  assures  us,  that 
they  did  refuse  to  deliver  up  the  criminals  when  demanded,  and  who 
undoubtedly  were  known  well  enough.'*^  And  supposing  them  to 
have  been  persons  of  great  interest  in  Gibeah,  and  tdat  Cnbeah  had 
a  considerable  interest  in  the  rest  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin ;  there  is 
nothing  in  all  this  but  what  is  very  accountable.  It  is  not  indeed 
to  be  supposed  that  they  would  have  done  this,  if  they  had  foreseen 
the  utter  destruction  that  this  brought  upon  them,  or  had  known 
that  the  *  whole  tribe  would  have  been  cut  in  pieces  and  totally  ex- 
tirpated/ as  this  writer  expresseth  it :  but  it  doth  not  appear  that 
they  had  any  apprehension  of  this.     It  is  plain,  from  the  account 

S'ven  of  them,  that  the  Benjamites  were  bold  and  warlike :  our  au- 
or  himself  says  that  thev  were  the  ^  bravest  men  and  the  best  sol- 
diers in  Israel,'  p.  158.  And  they  might  have  such  an  opinion  of 
their  own  skill  and  courage,  as  to  think  themselves  a  matcn  for  the 
other  tribes,  whom  they  perhaps  regarded  as  an  undisciplined,  nn- 
warlike  multitude;  especially  considering  the  advantageous  situation 
of  Gibeah,  which  was  seated  on  an  eminence,  in  a  mountainous 
country.  They  were  in  hopes  therefore  to  make  them  soon  weary 
of  the  war  ;  and  this  had  like  to  have  been  the  case  in  fiict. 

This  writer  next  proceeds,  p.  156,  to  consider  the  part  the  oracle 
had  in  this  affair ;  which  is  the  main  thine  he  oueht  to  prove.  I 
had  shown  that  there  is  not  the  least  proof,  from  the  whole  story, 
that  the  oracle  had  any  part  in  any  thing  that  was  really  wrong  or 
unjustifiable  in  this  matter.  The  war  itself  was  undertaken  from 
a  noble  principle,  and  showed  a  great  deal  of  national  virtue,  and  a 
just  abhorrence  of  vice  and  wickedness:  it  was  strictly  justifiable, 
as  I  observed,  by  the  law  of  nature  and  nations.  Nor  has  this  au- 
thor brought  any  reason,  though  a  great  deal  of  noise  to  the  con- 
trary. The  utter  destruction  of  the  Benjamites  and  their  cities, 
that  followed  the  last  battle,  was  indeed  very  wrong  and  unjustifi- 
able ;  but  this  was  done  in  the  heat  of  blood  and  resentment,  after 
the  losses  they  had  sustained ;  and  there  is  not  the  least  proof  that 
this  was  by  the  direction  of  the  oracle,  or  that  they  consulted  the 
oracle  at  all  about  it :  on  the  contrary,  the  elders,  or  heads  of  the 
tribes,  plainly  charged  it  upon  their  own  rashness,  chap.  xxi.  20. 
To  them  also  is  the  destruction  of  Jabesh  Gilead  ascribed;  who  evi- 
dently had  the  power  in  their  hands,  and  the  management  of  the 
whole  afiair,  and  not  to  any  direction  from  the  oracle,  whom  they 
did  not  consult  about  it.  Whatever  was  wrong  therefore  in  these 
matters,  was  not  to  be  charged  upon  the  oracle,  as  I  plainly  showed ;+ 
nor  has  this  author  been  able  to  return  any  answer  to  what  was  of- 
fered on  these  heads ;  yet  still  goes  on  to  abuse  the  oracle,  and  is 
resolved  that  the  oracle  shall  be  charged  with  every  thing  that  was 

•  See  Divine  Authority,  p.  135,  156. 
t  Ibid.  pp.  136,  137. 
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done  from  first  to  last^  and  to  abuse  erery  body  that  will  not  join 
with  him  in  charging  it  too. 

As  to  the  question  he  proposes  to  me,  p.  157,  'whether  the  oracle 
knew  before-nand  that  the  tribes,  in  the  two  first  attacks,  would  be 
repulsed  with  the  loss  of  forty  thousand  men  ;  and  whether  he  had 
then  thought  of  the  method  he  put  them  in  at  last,  for  destroying 
the  whole  city  by  fire  and  sword  ?  if  he  did  not  know  and  consider 
both  these  before,  he  could  not  be  infallible ;  and  if  he  did,  he 
could  not  be  just'  How  does  this  follow?  will  he  pretend  there 
could  be  no  iust  reasons  why  God  should  see  fit  to  permit  that 
slaughter  of  the  Israelites,  supposing  their  cause  never  so  just,  ex- 
cept he  knows  and  is  able  to  assign  those  reasons  ?  it  is  very  evi<^ 
dent  that  in  the  course  of  Divine  providence,  a  iust  cause  is  often 
suffered  to  be  oppressed  for  a  time ;  and  that  wicked  men  are  often 
suffered  to  vanauish  those  that  are  much  better  than  themselves. 
This  author  talks  as  if,  whenever  any  army  beats  another,  it  is 
a  declaration  of  providence,  that  the  conquerors  are  in  the  right. 
For  he  saith,  that  the  great  defeat  of  the  Israelites,  by  the  Benja* 
mites,  seemed  to  be  a  plain  indication  of  providence,  that  the 
cause  of  the  Israehtes  was  not  just,  p.  157.  And  he  has  it  over 
again,  in  the  same  page,  that  this,  one  would  think,  must  have  been 
a  sufficient  declaration  from  providence  of  the  injustice  of  their  cause; 
and  at  that  rate,  when  they  overcame  the  Benjamites  in  the  third 
battle,  it  was  a  declaration  that  their  cause  was  just,  and  Benjamin 
in  the  wrong.  So  that,  according  to  him,  providence  declared  the 
same  cause  to  be  both  just  and  unjust,  nut  will  this  author,  in 
good  earnest,  undertake  to  prove,  that  it  is  unjust  in  providence  ever 
to  suffer  an  army  to  be  slaughtered  that  are  engaged  in  a  just  war, 
and  that  have  the  better  cause ;  or  that  God  can  have  no  reasons 
for  permitting  this,  though  we  find  in  fact,  he  frequently  permits  it  ? 

He  concludes  what  he  had  said  about  the  affair  of  the  Benjamite 
war,  with  an  observation  that  is  exactly  of  a  piece  with  all  the  rest, 
and  every  way  worthy  of  himself.  I  had  said,  that  '  all  this  is  com- 
monly and  justly  thought  to  have  happened  between  the  death  of 
Joshua  and  the  elders  who  survived  him,  and  the  appointment  of 
judges ;  the  first  of  whom  was  Othniel.*  He  pronounces,  that  this 
IS  a  very  peculiar  conceit.  But,  says  he, '  there  was  really  no  such 
interval,  nor  is  it  thus  commonly  thought  or  supposed,  by  any  learn- 
ed man,  that  I  know  of,  or  by  any  man  acquainted  with  the  present 
state  of  chronology.  It  is  now  commonly  thought,  that  the  several 
intervals  of  servitude,  mentioned  in  the  biook  of  Judges,  must  be  in- 
cluded in  the  reigns  of  the  judges  themselves. '  p.  169.  This  wri- 
ter could  not  more  effectually  expose  himself,  tnan  by  talking  at 
this  rate.  To  what  purpose  is  it  to  talk  here  of  the  intervals  of  ser- 
vitude being  included  in  the  reigns  of  the  judges,  when,  at  the  time 
of  this  war,  the  Israelites  were  not.  in  a  state  of  servitude  at  all? 
Sir  John  Marsham,  who  is  one  of  the  principal  authors  of  the  scheme 
he  mentions,  of  including  the  years  of  servitude  in  the  reigns  of  the 
judges,  yet  places  the  war  with  the  Benjamites  where  I  placed  it, 
before  Othniel,  the  firstof  the  judges;  and  I  suppose,  he  will  allow 
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him  to  have  been  a  learned  man^  and  wcfU  acquainted  with  chronoK 
logy.  Archbishop  Usher  does  the  same ;  and  I  suppose  he  will  be 
allowed  to  have  been  a  good  chronologer  too.*  I  might  add  many 
more ;  nor  do  I  know  any  chronologer  of  reputation,  but  what  is 
of  this  opinion. 

He  next  comes  to  vindicate  what  he  had  said  concerning  the 
order  of  academical  prophets,  as  he  calls  them ;  and,  which  is  plea- 
sant enough,  he  finas  fault  with  me  for  supposing,  that  ^  schocds 
of  the  prophets  were  public  seminaries  of  learning,  like  our  univer- 
sities and  academies  now;'  which  he  pronounces  to  be  a  mere 
fiction,  p.  161.  But  the  fiction  is  his  own ;  for  I  never  supposed 
any  such  thing.  I  supposed  them  indeed  to  be  employed  in  sacred 
exercises,  in  the  knowledges  of  the  law  and  of  religion  ;  and  that 
they  were  instrumental  to  instruct  the  people,  who  were  wont,  at 
stated  times,  to  have  recourse  to  the  prophets  for  instruction^i- 
And  this  writer  himself  here  supposes  the  same  th'mg,  p.  161, 
But  I  never  imagined  them  to  be  professors  of  divinity,  law,  or 
physic ;  nor  need  he  use  any  arguments  to  convince  me  that  they 
were  not  so :  though  he  himself,  in  his  former  book,  had  talked  o( 
their  being  *  devoted  to  learning,  and  studying  histonr,  rhetoric, 
poetry,  and  the  knowledge  of  nature.'  See  Mor.  Fhil.  vol.  i. 
p.  282. 

He  begs  leave  to  make  two  remarks  before  he  enters  on  a  parti- 
cular consideration  of  what  I  had  ofifered  with  regard  to  prophecy. 
The  first  is,  that  he  had  never  denied  the  punctual  circumstantial 
accomplishment  of  some  of  the  prophecies ;  and  that  therefore 
what  I  offer  on  this  head  is  nothing  to  the  argument,  so  fiu*  as 
he  is  concerned  in  it.  But  I  believe  any  one  that  considers  the 
passages  I  had  produced  from  his  former  book,  will  be  of  opinion, 
that  he  was  very  loth  to  own  that  the  prophets  were  very  *  particu- 
lar and  circumstantial  in  their  prophecies  as  to  time,  place,  per- 
sons,* &c,  and  therefore  I  thought  it  proper  to  produce  several 
plain  instances  of  such  particular  and  circumstantial  prof^ecies, 
«nd  which  cannot  be  accounted  for,  in  the  way  he  pretended  to 
account  for  them,  by  mere  human  prudence;  for  he  would  not 
allow,  that  the^  had  the  *  knowledge  of  things  future  communi- 
cated to  them  m  a  supernatural  way,*  See  Moral  Phil.  vol.  L  pp. 
288,  289.  But  however,  I  accept  the  author*s  present  concession, 
and  undertake  to  show,  that  the  predictions  I  mentioned  were  of 
such  a  kind,  that  no  human  sagacity  could  have  enabled  any  man 
to  foretel  them ;  and  that  there  is  no  rational  way  of  accounting  for 
them,  but  in  a  way  of  supernatural  extraordinary  revelation  nrom 
God  himself. 

Any  one  that  reads  the  prophetical  writings  will  find  that  they 
every  where  exhibit  the  noblest  notions  of  the  Deity,  of  his  provi- 
dence and  perfections,  and  every  where  manifest  a  hearty  ooncem 
for  the  divine  glory,  for  the  interests  of  piety  and  virtue,  and  a  de- 

*  See  Marsham*8  Canon  Chron.  Saecul.  zi.    Uaher.  AonaU  Vet.  Te«tam.  p«milu  4f . 
t  See  •'  Divine  Authority,"  p.  140. 
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testation  of  vice  and  .wickedness ;  that  the  uniform  tendency  of  all 
their  writings,  is  to  promote  the  cause  of  God  and  real  religion  in 
the  world;  that  with  an  impartial  zeal,  they  reprove  the  kings, 
princes,  priests,  and  the  body  of  the  people;  though  thereby  they 
exposed  themselves  to  great  sufferings  ana  persecutions.  And  any 
one  that  considers  this,  caiinot  but  conceive  a  high  esteem  for  them 
as  very  excellent  persons,  filled  with  a  zeal  for  goodness  and  right- 
eousness ;  and  when  he  fieirther  considers  that  they  professed  to  be 
extraordinarily  sent  of  God,  and  delivered  their  messages  in  his 
name,  and  as  what  they  received  by  immediate  inspiration  from 
him ;  and  that,  at  the  same  time,  they  were  enabled  in  many  in- 
stances to  ^ive  circumstantial  predictions  of  future  events,  which  it 
was  impossible  for  human  sagacity  to  foresee,  and  which  could  only 
be  known  to  him  who  governs  the  world,  whose  eye  penetrates 
through  all  ages,  8cc.  This,  joined  with  the  other,  furnishes  an 
illustrious  proof  of  their  divine  inspiration  and  mission  ;  that  they 
were  indeed  holy  men  of  God,  who  *  spake  as  they  were  moved  by 
the  Holy  Ghost ;'  that  therefore  the  highest  regard  is  to  be  paid  to 
the  messages  they  delivered  in  his  name,  which  are  to  be  received 
and  submitted  to  as  of  divine  authority.  It  is  nothing  to  the  pur- 
pose to  insinuate,  as  this  writer  does,  p.  200, '  that  the  devil,  or  evil 
spirits,  can  foreknow  things  that  we  are  i^orant  of;'  for  though  we 
may  suppose  that  in  many  cases,  by  their  greater  sagacity  and  ex- 
perience, they  may  foresee  and  give  a  much  more  probable  conjecture 
at  future  events  dian  the  wisest  of  men  ;  yet  there  are  many  of  the 
predictions  uttered  by  the  prophets,  which  no  evil  spirits  can  be 
reasonably  supposed  to  fordcnow,  except  we  suppose  their  under- 
standing is  infinite  and  capable  of  taking  in  the  whole  complexion 
of  events ;  and  that  they  have  the  government  of  the  world  in  their 
hands,  and  can  order  the  affairs  of  men  according  to  their  wilL 
But  besides  this,  if  we  should  suppose  it  in  their  power  to  foretel 
such  events,  it  is  absurd  to  imagine  that  they  would  lend  their 
assistance  to  give  authority  to  those  prophets,  and  the  messages 
they  delivered  in  the  name  of  God  ;  which  were  all  manifestly  in- 
tended, as  has  been  shown,  to  restrain  men  from  idolatry  and  sin, 
and  to  promote  the  cause  of  piety  and  virtue  in  the  world.  This 
writer  himself,  in  his  letter  to  Eusebius,  pp.  61,  62,  seems  to  own, 
that  they  might  be '  immediately  inspired  of^  God  and  supematurally 
assisted  in  the  knowledge  of  luture  events;  but  that  this  cannot 
alter  the  nature  and  tendency  of  doctrines ;  that  notwithstanding 
they  might  be  greatly  mistaken,  and  very  erroneous  in  doctrinals  of 
great  consequence.'  But  since  they  delivered  their  messages  as  in 
the  name  and  as  by  the  immediate  authority  of  God  himself,  with  a 
^Thus  saith  the  Lord,'  it  cannot  consistently  be  supposed  that  God 
would  inspire  them  in  so  many  wonderful  instances  with  the  infal- 
lible knowledge  of  future  events,  to  give  an  authority  to  the  mes- 
sages they  delivered  in  his  name,  if  those  messages  did  not  indeed 
proceed  from  him,  but  were  their  own  invention,  abusing  his  sacred 
name  and  authority ;  and  therefore  what  they  thus  delivered  under 
his  inspiration,  must  be  to  be  depended  on,  if  the  Word  of  Grodjbe 
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s^K  And  a  &ticoesuoD  of  sach  excellent  pefWiig,  thms  extnordinahlj 
iTxCpired  from  God,  delirering  messages  in  his  naoe,  all  cuucoiiing 
to  give  a  anifxiD  t^timoiiT  both  to  the  dtiioe  antbontv  of  tbe  dis- 
ffubnuon  tber  weie  then  under,  and  to  prepare  men  fcr  a  futore 
diSpeosatioD  tLat  was  to  succeed,  most  hare  been  of  signal  use,  and 
hare  tended  to  gire  an  illostrious  atttestation  and  confirmation  to 
both. 

But  oar  aathor's  second  remark  is  intended  to  deprire  vs  of  the 
adr-intage  we  might  hare  hoped  to  make  of  his  seeming 
in  the  first ;  for  he  tells  as,  that '  it  is  rcrj  difficult,  if  not  i 
ble,  for  OS  now  to  distinguish  what  was  realbr  prophetic  in  those 
writings  from  what  is  barely  historicaL'  His  meaning  CTidenthr  is, 
that  we  cannot  now  distinguish  the  original  predictions,  as  wnttm 
by  the  prophets  theoiseWes,  from  the  additions  that  were  inserted 
afterwards ;  for  some  persons,  when  an  erent  was  OTer,  might  insert 
passages  in  the  prophetical  writings,  which  seemed  to  foreCel  that 
erent,  on  purpose  that  they  might  pass  for  predictions  or  prophe- 
cies. Thus,  notwithstanding  the  concession  he  had  made  of  the 
prophets  baring  giren  circumstantial  predictions  of  futore  events ; 
yet,  according  to  him,  it  is  impossible  to  prove  that  erer  they  gave 
such  predictions.  But  such  a  loose  and  general  charge  as  this 
proves  nothing  at  all  bat  the  author's  inclination  to  destroy  the 
authority  of  all  prophecy,  which  we  knew  well  oiough  before. 

But  let  us  hear  what  he  offers  to  confirm  this.  He  argea,  that 
'  it  is  well  known  to  the  learned,  that  most  or  all  of  those  books 
hare  been  revised  and  altered  by  afler-editors,  who  took  die  liberty 
to  add  or  supply  what  they  thought  fit ;  and  therefore  they  mi^t 
sometimes  supply  the  particular  times  aixi  circumstances  in  profwe- 
cies,  which  at  first  had  been  delirered  only  in  general.'  But  this 
is  entirely  misrepresented.  It  is  true  that  some  learned  persons 
have  been  of  opinion,  that  Ezra  and  the  men  of  the  great  synagogue, 
who  revised  the  sacred  books  after  the  return  from  the  Babylonish 
captivity,  and  took  care  for  a  full  and  correct  edition  of  them,  did 
here  and  there  insert  some  clauses  for  the  illustration  of  some  par* 
ticular  passages  in  those  original  records.*  They  sometimes  cast 
in  things  by  way  of  parenthesis,  for  connecting  and  illustrating  the 
text,  in  order  to  render  the  Scriptures  more  plain  and  intelligible  to 
the  people.  Old  names  that  were  grown  oosolete  were  sometimes 
changea  for  names  that  were  better  known  ;  and  where  there  were 
catalogues  or  genealogies,  something  was  added,  in  some  cases,  to 
bring  them  down  to  their  own  times.  These  insertions  are  very  few 
in  number,  and  the  sense  will  be  found  complete  without  them.  I 
shall  not  at  present  inquire  whether  there  be  a  just  foundation  for 
this  supposition ;  though,  as  to  the  instances  of  this  kind  produced 
by  the  learned  Dr.  Pndeaux,  I  think  they  are  far  from  proving  it, 
and  that  they  may  without  much  difficulty  be  otherwise  accounted 
for.     But  not  to  insist  upon  this,  I  would  observe,  that  something 

*  See  Prideanz's  Connexioo,  £co.  p«rt  T.  book  y,  pp.  343,  544,  and  book  Ttii.  pp. 
673,  674,  4tb  edition. 
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of  this  kind  may  be  admitted  without  weakening  the  authority  of 
the  sacred  writings.     And  the  revisors  might  be  supposed  to  insert 
such  clauses  as  these,  in  an  entire  consistency  with  the  utmost  ven- 
eration for  those  writings,  and  without  intendm^  the  least  corruption 
of  them.     But  this  is  of  a  quite  different  kind  norn  what  this  writer 
here  supposes ;  who  insinuates  that  the  editors  of  the  sacred  books 
have  taken  such  liberties,  that  it  is  impossible  to  know  what  was  in 
those  original  records.      And  particularly  with  regard  to  the  pro* 
phetical  writings,  they  have  inserted  express  predictions  relating  to 
particular  times,  persons,  and  circumstances^  that  were  not  in  th^ 
writings  of  the  prophets  themselves.      But  this  must  have  been  by 
a  designed  and  wilful  corruption,  and  by  forging  entire  prophecies 
after  the  event ;  which  is  quite  a  different  thing  from  what  those 
learned  men  suppose,  under  whoge  authority  this  writer  thinks  fit  to 
cover  himself.     Thus,  e.  g.  if  all  the  predictions  in  the  prophecies 
of  Isaiah,  that  are  express  and  circumstantial,  must  be  supposed 
to  have  been  inserted  by  afler-editors,  who  revised  those  prophecies, 
they  must  have  taken  the  most  scandalous  liberties,  and  have  forced 
almost  the  whole  prophecy.     The  seventh  chapter  of  Isaiah,  which 
contains  so  particular  and  express  a  prophecy  concerning  the  de- 
struction of  !Ephraim  and  Syna,  and  nxes  the  time  for  it ;  and  the 
account  of  the  child  by  the  prophetess,  with  the  name  of  the  child, 
Maher-shalal-hash-baz  ;  and  the  reason  of  it,  that  before  he  could 
say  father  or  mother,  the  riches  of  Damascus  and  the  spoil  of  Sa- 
maria should  be  taken  away  by  the  king  of  Assyria,  chap.  viii. ;  his 
wonderful  prophecy  concerning  Babylon,  and  its  being  conquered 
bv  the  Medes,  and  afterwards  brought  to  a  perpetual  desolation, 
chap.  xiii. ;  his  predictions  concerning  the  spoiling  of  Moab  within 
three  years,  and  of  Kedar  within  a  year,  chap.  xvi.  xxi.  and  con- 
cerning the  overthrow  of  Tyre,  and  its  restoration  at  the  end  of 
seventy  years,  chap,  xxiii. ;  his  whole  admirable  prophecy  concern- 
ing the  sudden  destruction  of  Sennacherib  and  his  army,  and  the 
deliverance  of  Jerusalem,  at  a  time  when  there  was  not  the  least 
likelihood  of  either,  uttered  to  king  Hezekiah,  who  sent  to  inquire  of 
him  concerning  it,  chap,  xxxvii. ;  the  whole  account  of  his  foretell- 
ing Hezekiah's  recovery,  and  that  fifteen  years  should  be  added  to 
his  life,  chap,  xxxviii.;  and   his  prophecy  that  king   Hezekiah^s 
treasures  ana  his  posterity  should  be  carried  to  Babylon,  so  many 
years  before  it  happened,  and  when  there  was  not  the  least  prospect 
of  such  an  event,  cnap.  xxxix. ;  all  that  is  foretold  concerning  Cyrus, 
and  the  restoration  of  the  Jews  by  him,  with  the  noble  triumphs 
made  on  this  occasion  over  all  the  heathen  deities,  as  unable  to 
foretel  thin^  to  come,  in  the  forty-fifth  and  several  other  chapters ; 
all  these  things,  that  is,  a  great  part  of  the  book,  must  have  been 
forged  and  inserted  aflerwards.     I  might  observe  the  same  thing 
witb  regard  to  the  prophecies  of  Jeremiah.    A  large  part  of  his 
book,  particularly  the  xxv.  xxvii.  xxviii.  xxix.  xliv.  xlvi.  xlix.  1.  and 
li.  chapters;  all  which  contain  several  admirable  and  circumstantial 
predictions  of  future  events,  relating  to  particular  persons  by  name, 
and  to  the  fates  of  nations,  of  Judea,  feabylon,  Egypt,  and  other 
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countries,  &c.  must,  upon  this  author's  scheme,  haTe  been  added 
by  the  editors*  And  ttie  saine  thing  might  be  said  with  re^s^  to 
others  of  the  prophets,  especially  Daniel.  All  the  six  last  chapters 
of  that  l^ok,  and  most  of  the  former  must  have  been  one  entire 
forgery.  And  indeed,  I  think  he  had  better  have  carried  his  sup- 
position a  Uttle  farther,  and  have  supposed  the  after-editors,  as  be 
calls  them,  to  have  forged  the  whole,  and  put  an  entire  new  body  of 
pronhecies  upon  the  world,  under  the  names  of  the  ancient  prophets. 
And  yet  even  this  would  not  answer  his  end.  For  let  him  assign 
what  time  he  pleases  to  those  editors,  I  will  still  undertake  to  prove, 
that  there  are  several  passages  in  those  prophecies  that  contain 
predictions  concerning  events  that  happened  after  their  time,  and 
which  it  was  impossible  for  any  human  sagacity  to  foresee. 

But  the  truth  is,  his  supposition  is  the  most  wild  and  arbitrary  in 
the  world.  It  is  perfectly  unreasonable,  and  has  nothing  to  support 
it  but  a  determined  resolution  not  to  believe.  For  first,  there  is  no 
reason  to  think  that  the  editors  had  it  in  their  power  to  have  cor- 
rupted the  prophetical  books  in  the  manner  he  supposes,  if  they  had 
an  inclination  to  do  it.  Though  the  prophets  had,  many  of  them, 
been  treated  very  ill  by  the  princes  and  the  people  of  the  Jews  in 
their  life-time,  for  their  impartial  rebuking  tnem  for  their  sins  and 
vices,  and  on  the  account  of  their  foreteUing  the  calamities  that 
should  befal  them ;  yet  afterwards  their  characters  were  held  in 
a  profound  esteem  and  veneration  by  the  whole  nation,  because^th^ 
found  their  predictions  had  been  punctually  accomplished,  and  they 
were  convinced  that  they  were  mdeed  excellent  persons,  who  had 
been  extraordinarily  inspired  of  God.  They  themselves  committed 
their  own  prophecies  to  writing,  and  they  were  lodced  upon  as  sa- 
cred, and  preserved  with  care.  The  vision  of  Isaiah  the  son  of 
Amoz  is  cited  in  the  second  book  of  Chronicles,  chap,  xxxii.  32, 
and  appealed  to  as  a  book  well  known  and  in  use.  Jeremiah,  by 
divine  command,  published  all  his  own  prophecies  in  his  life-time : 
and  when  the  roll  in  which  they  were  written  was  burnt^  Banich 
was  ordered  to  write  them  from  Jeremiah's  mouth  ajsecond  time. 
See  Jer.  xxxvi.  2,  4,  32,  xlv.  1.  Besides  which,  seversd  of  his  pro- 
phecies were  expressly  sent  by  him  from  Judea,  to  those  of  the  Jews 
who  were  then  dwelling  at  Babylon.  See  particularly  chap.  xxiv. 
li.  What  was  said  to  Habbakkuk,  chap.  ii.  2,  was  equally  the  di- 
vine command  to  the  other  prophets, '  Write  the  vision.'  And  these 
writings  were  spread  among  the  Jews ;  and  they  would  be  the  more 
careful  to  preserve  them,  especially  in  the  time  of  their  captivity,  as 
they  contained  predictions  in  which  they  had  a  near  concern.  Par- 
ticularly, it  appears  from  Daniel  ix.  2,  diat  he  had  Jeremiah's  pro- 
phecies in  his  nands,  and  carefully  perused  them.  The  veneration 
that  was  universally  had  for  the  prophets,  from  the  time  of  their 
return  from  the  Babylonish  captivity,  appears  from  the  public 
solemn  confession  made  in  the  name  of  all  the  people,  when  they 
were  assembled  together.  Nebem.  ix.  30,  where  they  confess  that 
God  had  ^testified  against  them  by  his  Spirit,  in  the  prophets  ;*  and 
acknowledge  it  as  their  great  guilt,  that  they  had  not  hearkened  to 
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them.  When  therefore  Ezra  set  himself  to  restore  and  settle  the 
Jewish  state,  by  commission  from  Artaxerxes,  and  to  put  every 
thing  on  a  proper  footing,  the  writings  of  the  prophets  were  not 
new  things^  but  writings  that  were  already  known,  and  to  which 
there  was  paid  a  great  regard.  And  therefore  he  could  not  have 
mangled  and  interpolated  the  prophetical  writings  to  so  strange  a 
degree  as  this  writer  must  suppose  upon  his  scheme,  but  the  forgery 
and  corruption  must  have  been  detected  and  exposed ;  especially 
considering  that  Ezra  had  enemies,  and  met  with  considerable  op- 
position in  his  intended  reformation,  even  from  several  of  the  priests. 
And  any  others  that  succeeded  Ezra  would  have  found  it  still  more 
difficult  to  have  altered  and  corrupted  those  sacred  books,  and  to 
have  imposed  them  upon  the  Jews,  both  in  Judea  and  throughout 
the  Eastern  provinces^  for  the  true  uncorrupted  writings  of  the 
prophets. 

But  besides,  it  cannot  reasonably  be  supposed,  either  that  Ezra, 
or  the  men  of  the  great  synagogue,  could  nave  been  capable  of  a 
conduct  so  little  reconcilable  to  truth  and  honesty.  Ezra,  by  ail 
the  accounts  we  have  of  him,  and  hy  the  honourable  testimony 
given  of  him  by  the  king  of  Persia  hunself,  was  a  person  of  an 
excellent  character,  and  has  accordingly  been  regarded  by  the 
whole  nation  ever  since  with  the  highest  esteem.  The  men  of  the 
great  synagogue  were  persons  of  eminence  and  worth,  and  who  had 
too  great  a  veneration  for  the  sacred  writings  to  be  guilty  of  such 
deliberate  forgery.  Or,  if  they  were  capable  of  such  a  design,  it 
cannot  be  conceived  what  inducement  they  had  to  attempt  it.    The 

Srophetical  writings  make  a  disadvantageous  representation  of  the 
ews,  whose  jp-eat  corruption  and  degeneracy,  and  particularly  the 
corfuption  of  the  priesthood,  is  there  described  in  the  stron^st 
colours.  The  £etults  of  kings,  princes,  priests,  and  people  are  im- 
partially related ;  the  folly  of  relying  upon  sacrifices  and  other  ritual 
parts  of  religion,  to  the  neglect  of  substantial  piety  and  righteous- 
ness, is  strongly  represented.  The  rejection  of  the  Jews  is  foretold, 
and  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles.  It  is  plainly  intimated,  that  the 
Mosaical  economy  should  be  abolished,  and  a  new  dispensation 
introduced.  Can  it  be  thought  that  Ezra,  who  was  a  priest,  and 
the  men  of  the  great  synagogue,  who  were  many  of  them  priests, 
would  have  taken  such  pains  to  forge  a  great  number  of  passages, 
containing  express  circumstantial  predictions,  on  purpose  to 
strengthen  the  authority  of  writings  which  were  far  from  giving 
an  advantageous  idea,  either  of  their  priesthood  or  of  their  nation ; 
and  which  were  in  many  instances  contrary  to  the  favourite  preju- 
dices and  expectations  of  the  people,  as  well  as  to  what  might  be 
supposed  to  be  the  particular  interests  of  the  priests  ?  It  might 
rather  have  been  concluded,  that  if  they  durst  have  presumed  to 
lay  their  sacrilegious  hands  upon  those  sacred  writings,  they  would 
have  corrupted  and  interpolated  them  in  favour  of  their  own  inter- 
ests and  prejudices,  and  struck  out  those  passages  that  had  a 
contrary  aspect;  which  yet  we  find  they  have  not  done. 

Oui;  author.  La  order  to  throw  a  slur  upon  the  prophets,  had  con- 
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founded  the  true  prophets  of  the  Lord  with  the  fake  ones.  In  op- 
position to  which,  I  observed  the  remarkable  difference  the  Scrip- 
ture puts  between  one  and  the  other;  and  that  no  argument  can  be 
brought  from  the  false  prophets  to  the  prejudice  of  the  true.  But 
he  still  persists  in  it,  that  the  one  of  these  were  as  truly  prophets  of 
God  as  the  other.  He  urges,  that  *  the  prophets  were  a  regular 
fixed  society,  instituted  by  Samuel,  who  were  to  subsist  and  hold 
together  by  their  own  laws  and  constitution,  as  the  priesthood  had 
been  instituted  by  Moses ;  and  while  they  continued  in  the  same 
.society  and  order,  without  being  opposed  or  expelled  by  their  own 
laws  and  original  constitutions^  they  were  true  prophets  or  prophets 
of  the  Lord,  as  well  as  the  priests  were  priests  of  the  Lord,  though  yet 
either  the  one  or  the  other  might  be  very  bad  men,'  pp.  164,  165. 
And  he  talks  to  the  same  purpose  again,  p.  205.  But  the  parallel 
he  mentions  will  not  hola ;  for  as  to  the  priesthood,  all  that  was 
necessary  by  the  Mosaical  law  to  denominate  a  man  a  priest,  was 
that  he  should  be  of  the  order  and  family  of  Aaron.  Those  that 
were  of  that  family  were  priests  of  course,  and  no  others  were  ad- 
mitted to  be  so.  D\it  there  is  no  law  or  constitution,  that  all  that 
^ere  in  what  he  calls  the  prophetical  colleges  should  be  of  course 
regarded  as  the  prophets  or  the  Lord,  and  that  no  others  were  to  be 
accounted  as  such.  I  wish  he  had  been  pleased  to  tell  us  where  we 
are  to  find  the  laws  and  constitutions  of  the  prophetical  society  that 
be  talks  of.     The  utmost  that  can  be  gathered  fi'om  the  accounts 

E'ven  us  in  Scripture  concerning  those  prophetical  schools  or  col- 
ges,  is  no  more  than  this,  that  there  were  sacred  societies  gathered 
together  under  the  direction  of  one  or  more  prophets  eminently  so 
called,  where  persons  were  employed  in  sacred  exercises ;  and  that 
to  these  probaoly  the  people  had  recourse  for  instruction.  And  I 
observed,  that  the  name  of  prophets  mig^ht  be  sometimes  ascribed  in 
a  larger  sense  to  those  that  abode  in  those  sacred  societies,  though 
they  did  not  pretend  to  extraordinary  inspiration  ;  as  the  word  pro- 
phecy is  also  sometimes  taken  in  a  large  sense,  where  no  inspiration 
18  intended.  But  if  we  speak  of  prophets  in  the  strict  ana  proper 
sense,  as  persons  professing  to  be  extraordinarily  inspired  of  Grod,  it 
doth  not  appear  that  there  was  any  society  or  college,  in  which  all 
that  belonged  to  it,  or  were  governed  by  the  rules  of  it,  were  of 
course  to  be  regarded  as  true  prophets  of  the  Lord,  as  much  and  as 

?roperly  as  all  of  Aaron's  family  were  to  be  regarded  as  priests, 
his  is  the  author's  own  imagination,  and  of  which  he  is  not  able 
to  produce  the  least  proof.  For  though  it  might  well  be,  that  some 
of  those  that  were  prepared  and  educated  in  those  sacred  seminaries, 
might  become  prophets  in  the  strict  sense,  yet  neither  all  that  were 
thus  educated  were  prophets,  nor  was  it  judged  necessary  to  be  in 
those  seminaries  in  order  to  persons  being  accounted  true  prophets 
of  the  Lord ;  of  which  several  instances  might  be  given,  ana  our 
author  himself  owns  it.  No  man  was  esteemed  a  prophet  in  the 
proper  sense,  except  he  was  looked  upon  to  be  extraordinarily  in- 
spired of  God.  And  if  he  was  regarded  as  thus  inspired,  he  was 
looked  upon  as  a  prophet,  whether  he  belonged  to  these  colleges  or 
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not  He  that  really  was  inspired  and  sent  of  God,  was  a  true  pro* 
pbet  of  the  Lord,  and  he  that  only  falsely  pretended  to  inspiration 
was  a  false  prophet.  It  will  be  easily  acknowledged,  that  there 
were  many  such  false  pretenders  to  propnecy  among  the  Jews,  And 
if  this  writer  can  prove  that  any  of  the  prophets  whose  writings  we 
admit  as  of  divine  authority  were  such,  be  will  say  something  to  the 
purpose ;  otherwise  it  is  no  prejudice  at  all  to  the  authority  of  the 
true  prophets  of  the  Lord,  that  there  were  false  pretenders  to  inspir- 
ation. Concerning  these,  it  is  often  expressly  declared^  that  God 
did  not  send  them  nor  speak  by  them  ;  tnat  he  gave  them  no  com- 
mand, and  that  they  ^  prophesied  a  false  vision,  and  the  deceit  of 
their  own  heart'  Such  were  Ahab's  400  prophets,  who  were  called 
Ahab's  prophets,  not  merely  because  they  were  his  subjects,  as  he  is 
pleased  to  represent  it ;  but  because  they  were  the  court  prophets, 
prophets  not  of  God's  sending,  but  of  Ahab's  choosing ;  ana  who 
made  it  their  business  to  attend  and  flatter  the  court,  and  prophesy 
whatever  they  thought  would  please  the  king.  This  writer  indeed 
seems  surprised  that  I  have  the  front  to  say,  that '  the  400  prophets 
who  prophesied  falsely  were  not  prophets  of  the  Lord,  and  that  if  I 
credit  the  historian,  1  must  see  that  they  were  [>rophets  of  the  Lord, 
and  that  the  Lord  himself  in  this  case  did  deceive  them,  by  sending 
out  a  lying  spirit  among  them,  with  a  commission  to  give  them  a 
false  vision  for  the  destruction  of  Ahab.'  pp.  204,  206.  But  all 
that  can  be  gathered  from  the  account  the  historian  gives  of  them, 
is  that  that  they  pretended  to  be  true  prophets  of  the  Lord,  but 
were  not  so.  Ana  as  to  the  parabolical  vision  of  the  prophet  Mi- 
caiah,  who  is  plainly  distinguished  from  those  pretended  prophets, 
and  opposed  to  themv  though  every  expression  and  circumstance  in 
representations  of  this  kind  is  not  to  be  strained  to  the  utmost 
vigour;  yet  the  general  design  is  plain,  which  is  to  signify,  that 
they  were  false  prophets  acted  bjr  a  lyin^  spirit,  and  that  God  suf- 
fered Ahab  to  be  given  up  to  their  delusions,  as  a  just  punishment 
on  him  for  his  crimes.*  After  all,  it  is  not  such  prophets  as  these 
that  our  moral  philosopher  bends  his  invectives  against,  and  re-* 
proaches  with  so  much  bitterness.  It  is  not  the  prophets  that 
caressed  and  flattered  the  king  and  people,  that  propnesied  smooth 

*  As  to  what  this  writer  talks  of  its  heing  an  estahUshed  maxim  among  them,  that  if 
a '  prophet  was  deceived  the  Lord  deceived  that  prophet,'  I  suppose  he  refers  to  that 
passage,  Ezek.  xiv.  9,  which  eridentlj  relates  to  the  false  prophets,  that  *  prophesied 
Hes  in  the  name  of  God,'  concerning  whom  he  had  heen  spedcing  throughout  the  whole 
preceding  chapter.  And  it  is  manifest  that  the  intention  of  these  expressions  was  not 
to  signify,  that  God  himself  inspired  those  prophets  with  the  lying  messages  they  de- 
livered in  his  name.  For  this  he  expressly  disclaims.  He  declares  that  he  did  not  send 
them,  and  had  not  spoken  to  them,  and  that  they  '  prophesied  out  of  their  own  heart, 
and  followed  their  own  spirit,  chap  xiii.  2,  3,  6,  7,  see  iJso  Jer.  xir.  13,  14.  The  only 
sense  therefore  that  these  words  are  capable  of,  is  that  he  g^ve  up  these  false  prophets  to 
their  own  delusions,  or  permitted  evil  spirits  to  seduce  them,  as  a  just  punishment  for 
their  wickedness  and  for  the  wickedness  of  the  people  who  refused  to  hearken  to  the 
admonitions  of  the  true  prophets  and  followed  the  false  ones,  onlyJ>ecause  they  flattered 
and  countenanced  them  in  their  vices.  So  the  apostle  Paul,  speaking  of  those  that  '  re- 
ceived not  the  love  of  the  truth  that  they  might  be  saved,'  saith,  that  God  would  send 
them  *  strong  delusions  that  they  should  believe  a  lie.'  9  Thess.  ii.  10, 11,  see  concerning 
this,  *  Answer  to  Christianity,'  &c.  vol.  ii.  pp.  369— Sit, 
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things,  and  talked  of  nothing  but  peace  and  prosperity  to  theni 
whikt  they  were  going  on  in  Uieir  wicked  courses.  These  are  not 
the  prophets  whom  he  represents  as  public  incendiaries,  the  places 
and  enemies  of  their  country ;  but  it  is  the  true  prophets  of  the  Lord 
against  whom  he  manifests  such  an  envenomed  spite  and  malice ; 
those  who  with  a  noble  impartial  zeal  and  freedom,  reproved  the 
idolatries  and  other  faults  and  vices  of  the  kings,  priests,  ftedse  pro- 
phets and  people,  and  delivered  the  messages  they  received  from 
God,  without  regard  to  their  own  interest. 

As  to  what  he  insinuates,  that  the  people  had  no  way  of  distin- 
^ishing  between  the  true  prophets  and  the  false  ones,  I  showed, 
Siat  there  were  remarkable  characters  whereby  they  might  be  easily 
distinguished.  And  though  the  princes  and  people  did  not  pay  that 
just  re^d  to  the  ti'ue  prophets  of  the  Lord  tnat  they  ought  to  have 
done ;  it  was  not  that  they  were  not  convinced  in  their  consciences 
that  they  were  true  prophets  sent  from  God,  but  it  was  because 
they  were  strongly  addicted  to  their  vices,  and  could  not  bear  their 
impartial  reproofs,  and  liked  those  best  that  soothed  and  flattered 
them.  With  regard  to  the  case  the  author  puts  concerning  Hana- 
niah  and  Jeremiah,  who '  prophesied  vehemently  one  agamst  the 
other,  and  declared  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  quite  contrary  things,' 

LI 66,  the  king  and  people  needed  not  to  have  been  so  much  at  a 
s  as  he  represents  it.  For  when  Jeremiah  denounced  against 
Hananiah,  that  that  very  year  he  should  die,  because  he  had  taught 
rebellion  against  the  liord ;  which  was  accordingly  accomplished, 
for  he  died  that  year  in  the  seventh  month ;  this  and  other  things 
might  have  convinced  them  that  Jeremiah  was  a  true  prophet  of 
the  Lord,  and  should  have  engaged  them  to  attend  to  his  patnetical 
warnings,  and  the  solemn  messages  he  delivered  to  them  in  the 
name  of  God. 

This  writer  had  expressly  charged  the  prophets  as  being  the  au- 
thors of  all  the  insurrections  and  commotions  in  the  kingdom  of 
Israel  for  three  hundred  years.  He  enters  upon  a  vindication  of 
what  he  had  offered  on  this  subject,  with  observing,  pp.  166,  167, 
that  the  (juarrel  between  him  and  me  is,  because  he  cannot  'believe 
the  infallibility  of  the  Hebrew  historians.*  Whereas  this  is  not  the 
present  question  between  us  at  all.  But  what  I  blame  him  for  is, 
because  he  pretends,  from  those  very  historians,  to  charge  the  pro- 
phets with  all  the  confusions  and  distractions  of  the  state,  directly 
contrary  to  plain  truth  and  fact  Whether  he  supposes  those  his- 
torians fallinle  or  not,  he  ought  not  to  represent  them  as  saying 
thmgs  which  they  never  said,  and  after  feigning  history  and  racts 
out  of  his  own  brain,  to  put  it  upon  the  reader  that  he  has  the 
Hebrew  historians  for  his  vouchers. 

He  attempts,  p.  168,  &c.  to  vindicate  what  he  had  said  concern- 
ing SauPs  Deing  obliged  by  Samuel  to  lead  a  private  life  twenty 
years  at  least  after  his  first  inauguration  at  Mizpeh.  He  assures 
his  reader,  that  he  had  '  confirmed  this  by  circumstances  of  the 
history  which  I  could  not  answer.'  And  if  the  reader  will  take 
his  word  for  this,  it  is  well ;  but  if  he  will  judge  for  himself,  and 
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compare  what  our  author  had  said  in  his  former  book,  p.  294,  with 
the  answer  I  returned,  *  Divine  Authority/  p.  157,  he  will  find 
that  this  is  as  true  as  this  writer's  confident  assertions  generally 
are.  It  was  not  a  wise  thing  in  him  to  put  the  reader  in  mind  of 
this  matter  at  all,  except  he  could  have  offered  something  more  to 
the  purpose  than  now  he  has  been  able  to  do.  But  that  he  may 
seem  to  say  something,  he  represents  me  as  laying  a  great  stress 
upon  the  chronology  oS  Josephus,  and  then  sets  himself  to  prove, 
that  his  chronology  is  not  much  to  be  depended  on ;  whereas  it  was 
he  that  had  laid  a  stress  upon  Josephus'  testimony,  and  I  had  no 
farther  occasion  to  mention  it,  than  to  show  that  if  he  governed 
himself  by  Josephus'  authority,  it  was  against  him.  As  to  what  he 
now  adds,  that  we  hear  nothing  of  Samuel's  great  age  when  Saul 
was  first  anointed  king;  whereas  when  he  was  confirmed  in  his 
kingdom  at  Gilgal,  he  represents  himself  as  grown  very  old  ;  it  is 
certain  that  before  Saul  was  anointed  king  at  all,  Samuel  is  repre* 
sented  as  old,  and  therefore  taking  his  sons  to  assist  him  in  admin- 
istering justice  to  the  people,  1  Sam.  viii.  1,  6;  and  how  long  he 
lived  afterwai'ds,  or  how  old  he  was  when  he  died,  we  cannot  tell. 
Eli;  who  was  judge  before  him,  lived  till  he  was  near  a  hundred 
years  old. 

He  enters  next  upon  a  digression  concerning  the  revenues  of  the 
high-priest,  and  the  great  court  he  kept,  whicn  he  assures  us  ^  was 
more  splendid  and  numerous  than  any  prince  in  the  world  had ;  and 
that  therefore  it  was  impossible  that  any  other  public,  splendid,  or 
numerous  court  should  be  kept  by  any  revenues  from  the  people, 
without  seizing  upon  and  detaining  a  considerable  part  of  the  legal 
rights  and  dues  of  the  priesthood  ;'  and  that  Saul  accordingly  took 
a  great  part  of  those  revenues  to  support  his  own  court,  Sec  pp. 
171,  172.  This  all  proceeds  upon  the  supposition  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  had  advanced  before ;  that  the  legal  priesthood  had  above 
twenty  shillings  in  the  pound  upon  all  the  lands  of  Israel.  But  as 
this  is  his  own  fiction,  what  ne  here  builds  upon  it  falls  to  the 
ground.  It  appears,  from  what  has  been  before  observed,  that  as 
the  Israelites  by  their  original  constitution,  had  each  of  them  lands 
of  inheritance,  which  they  occupied,  and  had  no  proper  landlords  to 
whom  they  were  to  pay  rent ;  even  supposing  them  to  have  paid  an 
annual  rent  to  the  priests,  as  much  as  those  in  other  nations  pay 
their  landlords,  which  is  the  author's  supposition,  they  might  still 
have  it  in  their  power  to  pay  taxes  to  their  kings,  as  well  as  people 
in  other  countries  both  pay  rents  to  their  landlords,  and  many  taxes 
to  the  state,  besides  dues  to  the  priests.  But  this  was  not  the  case ; 
the  revenues  of  the  priests  under  the  law  fell  vastly  short  of  this 
writer's  computation,  as  I  have  shown.  And  the  pec^le  might  pay 
taxes  sufficient  to  support  the  expense  and  grandeur  of  the  king's 
court,  and  pay  all  the  legal  dues  to  the  priests  too,  without  being 
impoverished  more  than  other  nations.  And  as  kings  were  their 
own  choice,  if  it  brought  an  additional  burden  upon  them  more 
than  was  laid  upon  them  by  their  original  constitution,  they  had 
nobody  to  blame  but  themselves ;  and  it  must  be  supposed  they 
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were  willing  to  support  it,  since  they  were  warned  of  the  expense 
when  they  first  entered  on  that  form  of  goreminent. 

As  to  what  he  says,  pp.  173^  174,  &c.  concerning  '  Solomon's 
dispensing  with  the  people's  paying  sacrifices  and  other  charcfa 
dues,  because  they  were  not  aole  to  support  the  expense,  and  pay 
the  taxes  to  the  crown  ;'  and  that  this  raised  the  priests  against  nim 
with  whom  the  prophets  conspired ;  and  that  after  his  death  the 
ten  tribes  revolted  from  Kehoboam,  because  he  would  not  promise 
or  secure  to  them  an  'exemption  from  the  burden  of  the  legal 
priesthood  ;'  it  is  all  pure  fiction  and  romance,  without  any  thing 
from  the  history  to  support  it.     Yea,  it  is  directly  contrary  to  the 
history,  which  informs  us  that  what  the  people  complained  of,  was 
the  load  of  taxes  and  impositions  Solomon  had  laid  upon  them, 
which  they  wanted  to  be  taken  off  or  mitigated.    Whereas,  accord- 
ing to  this  faithful  relater,  it  was  not  the  taxes  Solomon  had  laid 
upon  them  that  was  the  cause  of  their  complaint.     On  the  contrary 
Solomon  had  eased  them  of  the  burden  they  groaned  under,  which 
was  that  of  the  church  dues  and  legal  prie8th(X)d ;  and  all  that  they 
desired  of  Rehoboam  was,  only  to  be  continued  in  the  same  exemp- 
tion from  this  burden  in  which  Solomon  had  indulged  them.    And 
is  not  this  a  very  fit  man  to  be  trusted  in  his  representation  of  fitcts, 
that  can  thus  at  pleasure  deny  the  account  given  in  the  history, 
and  forge  a  quite  contrary  one,  and  that  with  as  much  confidence 
as  if  it  were  certainly  true,  and  he  could  produce  authentic  memoirs 
for  it? 

He  had  said,  Mor.  Phil.  vol.  1,  p.  295,  that  '  it  is  plain  from  the 
history,  that  Samuel  had  taken  upon  him  the  priesthood,  and  had 
usurped  it  from  the  family  of  Eli. '  In  answer  to  which,  it  was  ob- 
served, that  this  is  his  own  imagination,  and  that  there  is  not  one 
word  in  the  whole  history  to  support  it.  Nor  can  I  conceive  how 
Samuel  could  make  such  a  solemn  appeal  as  he  did  to  the  whole 
nation,  that  he  had  wronged  and  defrauded  no  man,  if  he  had 
wronged  the  family  of  Eli  of  the  high  priesthood,  and  usurped  it 
for  many  years,  wnen  it  did  not  belong  to  him.  But  our  author  is 
resolved  still  to  persist  in  his  charge,  and  after  some  observations 
upon  '  false  glasses  and  spectacles,  refers  me  to  several  texts,  which 
he  desires  me  to  consult,  viz.  1  Sam.  vii.  9,  ix.  12,  x.  8,  xi.  14,  15. 
I  have  consulted  them,  and  find  not  one  word  about  Samuel's  high- 
priesthood,  except  his  offering  sacrifices  be  allowed  as  a  proof  of  it, 
which  any  of  the  other  priests  could  have  done  as  well  as  the  high- 
priest.  Nor  can  it  be  proved,  that  he  himself  personally  officiated 
m  offering  those  sacrifices,*  but  only  that  they  were  offered  in  his 
presence,  and  by  his  order.  So  we  find  it  is  afterwards  said  of 
Saul,  that  he  offered  sacrifices,  and  of  David,  and  of  Solomon,  and 
other  kings  that  they  offered  sacrifices  though  they  did  not  do  it  in 
person,  but  did  it  by  the  hand  of  the  priests  who  attended  them  ; 
and  for  any  thing  this  writer  can  prove,  it  might  be  so  with  Samuel 
too :  for  it  doth  not  so  much  as  appear,  that  he  was  a  priest,  or  of 

*  1  Sam.  xiii.  0, 10.  *i  Sam.  fL  17.  zv.  IS.  xxiv.  25.  1  Kings  iii.  15.  Tui.  6f,  63, 64. 
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the  family  of  Aaron ;  rather  it  may  be  gathered  from  1  Chron.  vi. 
33,  34,  that  he  was  of  one  of  the  families  of  the  common  Levites. 
And  the  great  eminency  he  bore  in  presiding  in  the  public  solem- 
nities, which  this  author  urges,  was  wholly  owing  to  his  being  an 
eminent  prophet,  and  to  his  having  exercised  the  office  of  judge  of 
Israel,  wnich  was  a  distinct  thing  from  the  high-priesthood ;  nor 
had  there  been  any  one  of  the  whole  number  of  judges  that  was  an 
hieh-priest,  except  Eli. 

He  passes  over  all  he  had  farther  said  to  defame  Samuel,  with 
only  observing,  that  it  was  what  might  naturally  be  concluded  from 
the  history,  though  I  showed  that  the  very  contrary  appears  from 
it ;  and  then  proceeds  to  his  favourite  subject,  a  declamation  against 
David,  whom  he  had  before  represented  under  the  most  odious 
character  possible  ;  and  now,  instead  of  retracting  any  part  of  the 
infamous  reproach  he  had  thrown  upon  that  great  prince,  abuses 
him  in  a  more  outrageous  manner  than  before. 

I  had  shown  in  my  former  book,  that  David's  conduct  towards 
Saul  was  incomparably  noble,  loyal,  and  virtuous,  and  such  as 
tendeth  to  form  in  every  impartial  mind  a  high  idea  of  his  eminent 
virtues,  and  of  the  generous  and  excellent  disposition  of  his  soul. 
This  author,  without  troubling  himself  to  answer  what  was  alleged 
to  prove  this,  continiies  to  charge  him  with  rebellion  and  treason, 
as  ne  had  done  before.  He  first  accuses  him  for  having  got  some 
persons  about  him  for  his  defence,  though,  as  Grotius  observes,  he 
never  did  this  till  he  found  by  many  certain  proofs,  and  by  the  ad- 
vice of  Saul's  own  son  Jonathan,  that  that  prince  was  absolutely 
determined  to  destroy  him ;  and,  whieh  is  highly  to  his  honour, 
when  he  had  got  that  band  of  men  with  him,  never  committed  the 
least  act  of  violence  against  his  king,  or  country.  And  then  he 
blames  him  for  flyine  to  the  Philistines,  when  he  should  rather 
have  found  fault  with  Saul  for  having  by  his  continual  persecutions 
forced  him  to  abandon  his  country.  And  there  could  not  be  a 
greater  proof  of  the  extreme  distress  he  was  reduced  to,  by  the 
cruel  rage  and  jealousy  of  Saul,  than  that  he  was  obliged  to  com- 
mit himself  to  the  mercy  of  open  enemies,  to  whom  he  had  done 
great  mischief,  and  among  whom  he  run  the  utmost  hazard  of  his 
life.  If  in  that  dangerous  situation  he  did  things  through  fear  that 
were  unjustifiable,  a  candid  mind  would  have  pitied  the  distress  he 
was  reduced  to,  and  have  made  allowances  for  the  frailty  of  human 
nature  in  such  circumstances.  But  every  fault  of  David,  with  this 
writer,  is  a  proof  of  the  most  determined  villany  and  hypocrisy. 
His  dissimulation  with  Achish,  king  of  the  Philistines,  is  exagge- 
rated to  the  highast  degree.  He  represents  him  as  having  destroyed 
all  the  south  coasts  of  rhilistia,  when  at  the  same  time  he  pretended 
to  king  Achish,  that  he  had  made  an  inroad  on  the  south  of  Judah. 
But  this  is  not  fairly  represented.  The  nations  David  invaded  were 
the  Geshurites,  and  Gezerites  (who  were  both  of  them,  as  Grotius 
shows,  reliques  of  the  ancient  Canaanites)  and  the  Amalekites ;  and 
these  nations  really  lay  to  the  south  of  Judah  :  so  that  when  David 
said  he  had  made  an  inroad  'against  the  south  of  Judab,^and 
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s^ainst  the  south  of  the  Jerahmeelitee^  and  against  the  south  of 
the  Kenitee, '  he  said  nothing  but  what  was  true ;  for  he  had  in^ 
vaded  the  nations  that  lay  to  the  south  of  these ;  though  no  doubt 
Achish  understood  him,  that  he  had  invaded  the  land  of  Judea 
itselfy  and  David  was  willingthat  he  should  understand  it  so.  See 
1  Sam.  xxvii.  8,  9,  10.  If  David  had  been  a  Roman  hero,  and 
his  actions  had  fetllen  into  the  hands  of  their  eloquent  historians,  I 
doubt  not  high  encomiums  would  have  been  bestowed  on  his  emi- 
nent patriotism  and  love  to  his  country,  even  when  he  was  banished 
from  it ;  that  no  resentment  for  the  unjust  and  barbarous  treatment 
he  had  met  with,  nor  even  the  necessity  he  seemed  to  be  then  un- 
der to  please  those  among  whom  he  resided,  and  whose  protection 
he  sought,  could  prevail  with  him  to  turn  his  arms  against  his 
country. 

He  goes  on  to  assure  us,  that  the  '  Philistines  now  thought  them- 
selves pretty  sure  of  David,^  cmd  represents  him  as  having  '  pre- 
vailed with  them  to  raise  a  mighty  army  against  Israel ; '  as  if  tneir 
raising  an  army  was  owing  to  his  solicitations  and  interest ;  (of 
which  there  is  not  the  least  hint  in  the  whole  account,  but  the 
author's  malice  against  David,  must  in  this  and  other  instances 
pass  for  proof)  and  yet  in  the  same  breath  he  declares,  that  the 
rhilistines  would  not  trust  him,  and  blamed  Achish  for  his  good 
opinion  of  this  artful  fugitive,  p.  178.  And  then,  after  informing 
us  of  an  interview  between  David  and  Jonathan,  a  few  days  before 
the  last  battle ;  though  the  last  interview  between  them  that  the 
history  informs  us  of  was  at  least  two  years  before ;  see  1  Sam. 
xxiiL  17,  18.  And  after  most  absurdly  insinuating  that  David 
sent  Jonathan  into  the  army  to  be  killed  in  battle,  as  if  that  brave 
person  Jonathan  was  of  so  mean  a  spirit,  that  he  would  not  have 
gone  to  the  army  to  assist  his  father  and  his  country,  if  David  had 
not  put  him  upon  it ;  he  very  pertinently  observes,  that  *  this  con- 
duct towards  Jonathan '  (though  nothing  appears  but  what  was 
noble  and  generous  on  both  sides)  *  gives  me  a  true  idea  of  the 
sanctity  and  fidelity  of  this  divine  hypocrite.'  And  I  may  much 
more  justly  say,  that  this  way  of  representing  things,  gives  one  a 
true  idea  of  the  candour  and  integrity  of  this  writer. 

He  next  comes  to  what  he  calls  *  another  instance  of  his  deep 
and  most  detestable  hypocrisy,'  p.  179,  and  that  is,  his  ordering 
the  messenger  to  be  slam,  who  brought  him  the  news  of  the  death 
of  Saul  and  Jonathan ;  and  who,  according  to  our  author  *  might 
have  expected  a  vast  reward.'  And  I  am  persuaded,  if  David  had 
either  rewarded  him,  or  not  punished  him,  he  would  have  turned 
this  also  to  David's  prejudice,  and  made  it  the  matter  of  a  bitter 
accusation  against  him.  This  fellow  had  expressly  avowed,  that 
he  himself  had  killed  Saul.  He  that  declared  this  was  an  Amalekite, 
i.  e.  of  a  nation  that  were  great  enemies  to  Saul.  And  mi^ht  it 
not  naturally  be  supposed,  that  an  Amalekite  might,  in  the  distress 
Saul  was  in,  take  tne  opportunity  to  kill  him,  both  in  revenge  for 
the  slaughter  of  his  countrymen,  and  in  hopes  to  get  a  reward 
from  David,  whom  he  knew  Saul  had  used  very  ill?  His  pretend- 
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ing  that  this  was  at  SauPs  own  request^  was  to  pass  for  nothing, 
and  could  not  be  admitted  as  any  plea.  U  might  have  been 
imagined,  that  Saul  might  have  lived,  though  sore  wounded,  and 
have  escaped  out  of  the  battle ;  since  according  to  the  relation  the 
Amalekite  himself  gave,  Saul  declared, '  that  his  life  was  yet  whole 
within  him ; '  see  2  Sam.  i.  9.  His  own  armour-bearer  refused  to 
kill  him,  1  Sam.  xxxi.  4.  And  yet  this  Amalekite  pretended  he 
did  it.  It  is  true  this  pretence  was  false ;  for  it  appears  from  1 
Sam.  XXX.  4,  5,  that  Saul  killed  himself,  when  his  armour-bearer 
refused  to  do  it :  but  this  Amalekite  by  charging  himself  with  it» 
and  bringing  the '  crown  that  was  on  Saul's  head,  and  the  bracelets 
that  were  on  his  arms  to  David,'  ver.  10,  justly  brought  his  own 
punishment  and  death  upon  himself:  and  if  David  hm  not  order- 
ed him  to  be  slain,  this  writer  would^  I  doubt  not,  have  pretended 
that  David  had  hired  this  Amalekite  to  kill  Saul  treacherously, 
whilst  he  was  engaged  in  the  battle,  and  wounded,  and  hard  pressed 
by  the  enemy. 

Our  author  next  takes  notice  of  David^s  pathetic  lamentation 
over  Saul  and  Jonathan.  And  after  repeating  it,  he  exclaims, '  O 
heavens  !  is  human  nature  capable  of  such  depths  of  deceit  ?  '  It 
seems  this  vniter  is  such  a  stranger  to  all  generosity  of  mind,  that 
he  had  no  notion  of  doing  justice  to  an  enemy.  Far  from  this,  he 
can  allow  himself  to  vilify  and  abuse  the  brightest  characters.  But 
David  was  of  a  nobler  soul ;  and  though  Saul  had  acted  a  very 
uniust  part  towards  him,  yet  he  could  do  him  the  justice  to  acknow- 
ledge, tnat  he  had  been  a  brave  and  valiant  prince,  of  great  courage 
and  military  skill,  and  who  had  been  successful  against  the  enemies 
of  his  country.  This  was  what  he  celebrated  in  his  pathetical 
lamentation. 

So  desirous  is  this  writer  of  finding  fault  with  David,  that  he 
turns  even  his  virtues  to  his  prejudice.  His  refusing  to  kill  Saul, 
who,  with  an  unwearied  malice  and  industry  was  pursuing  after 
him  to  take  his  life,  when  providence  had  so  ordered  it,  that  he  had 
it  twice  in  his  power  to  have  slain  him,  and  was  urged  to  it  by 
those  about  him ;  even  this  is  turned  to  his  disadvantage.  Saul 
himself,  prejudiced  as  he  was  against  David,  and  jealous  of  him 
to  the  highest  degree,  yet  was  touched  with  it,  and  regarded  it  as 
a  manifest  proof  of  his  noble  and  generous  soul,  and  of  the  up- 
rightness of  his  intentions.  But  it  seems  Saul  did  not  know  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  and  was  not  wise  enough  to  discern  what 
this  writer,  at  the  distance  of  3000  years,  is  perfectly  well  acquaint- 
ed with,  that  if  David  did  not  take  that  opportunity  to  kill  him,  it 
was  merely  because  he  durst  not  do  it ;  and  because  it  would  have 
hindered  the  design  he  had  of  coming  to  the  crown.  At  this  rate 
it  is  easy  to  vilify  the  most  generous  actions  in  the  world :  it  is  only 
to  attribute  them,  without  proof,  to  some  base  and  sinister  view ; 
and  then  the  most  glorious  and  heroic  actions  must  pass,  for  crimes, 
or  at  least  lose  all  their  praise.  But  the  world  is  generally  so  just 
in  these  cases,  as  to  turn  it  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  impotent 
censurer,  who  proves  nothing  by  it;  but  tbie  malignity  of  his  own 
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mind.  The  manner  in  which  he  concludes  his  reflections  upon  thid 
part  of  David's  conduct,  is  remarkable.  He  assures  us,  p.  222,  that 
*  David  only  waited  for  an  opportunity  to  cut  Saul's  throat ; '  when 
the  story  itself  is  the  strongest  proof  to  the  contrary ;  and  then 
utters  this  benevolent  and  decent  wish,  '  Away  with  him  to  the 
devil,  from  whence  he  came.'  If  this  writer  had  been  hired  to  ex- 
pose himself^  he  could  not  have  done  it  more  effectually. 

He  next  blames  David  as  if  the  war  he  maintained  against 
Ishbosheth  after  Saul's  death,  was  a  breach  of  the  oath  he  had 
made  to  Saul,  1  Sam.  xxiv.  20,  21.  Whereas  in  that  very  oath, 
Saul  supposed,  that  David  was  surely  to  be  king,  and  that  the  king- 
dom of  Israel  was  to  be  established  in  his  hand.  And  therefore 
David's  securing  himself  in  it,  after  Saul's  death,  was  no  breach  of 
that  oath.  And  besides,  it  appears,  that  that  war  was  carried  on 
by  the  interest  and  ambition  of  Abner,  against  the  consent  and  de- 
sire of  the  body  of  the  people,  who  were  for  David's  being  their 
king.  Vast  numbers  from  all  the  tribes  came  to  join  him,  imme- 
diately after  Saul's  death,  and  continued  still  to  do  so  till  the  death 
of  Ishbosheth  which  David  was  so  far  from  encouraging,  that  he 
slew  the  authors  of  it,  David's  giving  up  Saul's  sons  to  the  Gibeon- 
ites  to  be  put  to  death,  is  also  produced  as  a  manifest  proof  of  his 
cruelty  and  treachery,  and  as  a  breach  of  his  oath  to  Saul.  He  will 
have  it,  that  this  was  only  done  by  consent  between  David  and  the 
Gibeonites;  and  that  the  pretence  of  the  oracle,  and  the  name  of 
God,  was  all  artifice  and  falsehood.  But  if  David's  giving  up 
Saul's  sons  to  the  Gibeonites,  was  by  the  direction  of  God  himself, 
in  a  way  of  just  retaliation  for  the  great  cruelty  and  inhumanity 
Saul  haa  exercised  towards  that  poor  people,  many  of  whom  he  had 
slain,  and  whom  he  probably  intended  to  have  extirpated ;  and  that 
in  violation  of  the  most  solemn  covenant,  in  which  the  faith  of  the 
nation  had  been  engaged ;  I  can  see  no  fault  at  all  to  be  charged 
upon  David,  except  obedience  to  God  be  so.  And  this  is  the  repre- 
sentation made  of  it  in  the  sacred  history.  Nor  is  there  any  thing 
in  this  proceeding,  unworthy  of  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God, 
as  the  wise  and  righteous  governor  of  the  world,  who  took  this  way 
to  exhibit  an  illustrious  declaration  and  monument  to  all  ages  of  his 
displeasure,  against  such  a  signal  act  of  perjury  and  cruelty,  and  a 
breach  of  a  national  covenant.  Nor  is  there  the  least  likelihood 
that  David  would  have  done  this  of  himself.  Those  children  of 
Saul  were  in  a  private  station,  not  capable  of  giving  him  any  um- 
brage. This  happened  probably  many  years  after  his  coming  to  the 
crown,  and  when  he  was  entirely  established ;  besides  Mephibosheth 
was  spared,  who  was  the  son  of  Jonathan,  Saul's  eldest  and  best  be- 
loved son  ;  and  who  upon  that  account  must  be  supposed  to  have 
had  greater  interest  with  the  people,  and  to  have  it  more  in  his  pow- 
er to  distress  David,  than  any  other  of  Saul's  descendants ;  so  that 
it  is  plain  David  did  not  act  in  this  matter,  from  the  base  views 
whicn  this  writer  imputes  to  him. 

But  his  conduct  towards  Mephibosheth  next  falls  under  our  au- 
thor's censure.     It  cannot  be  denied^  that  David  had  shown  him 
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great  kindness;  he  had  given  him  all  that  pertained  to  Saul,  and  to 
all  his  house,  2  Sam.  ix.  9.  And  had  treated  him  for  many  years 
with  particular  marks  of  distinction,  as  might  be  expected  towards 
the  son  of  one  for  whom  he  bad  so  great  an  affection  and  esteem. 
But  it  is  here  urged  against  him,  as  the  highest  instance  of  ingrati- 
tude and  cruelty,  that  he  hearkened  to  the  calumnies  of  Ziba,  who 
had  charged  Mephibosheth^s  whole  estate ;  and  afterwards  when  he 
was  informed  by  Mephibosheth  of  Ziba*s  perfidy,  still  ordered  the 
land  to  be  divided  between  them,  so  that  Ziba  was  to  have  one  half 
of  it.  As  to  David's  hearkening  to  Ziba  at  first,  the  story  was  so 
artfully  contrived,  that  it  was  sufficient  to  gain  credit  in  the  cir- 
cumstances David  was  then  in.  And  the  readiness  Ziba  showed  to 
serve  him  in  his  distress,  and  the  ample  and  seasonable  relief  he 
brought  him  when  he  was  in  great  want,  and  at  a  time  when  so 
many  of  those,  that  had  pretended  to  be  his  best  friends  had  forsak- 
en him,  certainly  deserved  a  very  signal  acknowledgment  and  reward 
from  David.  And  perhaps,  he  was  so  prejudiced  in  his  favour,  by 
the  readiness  he  showed  to  serve  him  both  then  and  afterwards, 
2  Sam.  xix.  17,  that  he  might  still  think  there  was  some  truth  in 
the  story  he  told  him ;  and  therefore  ordered  him  half  the  estate, 
though  he  would  not  give  him  the  whole,  as  he  at  first  designed. 
But  the  account  the  learned  Selden  gives  of  this  matter  entirely 
takes  away  the  very  foundation  of  our  author's  calumnies.  When 
David  said  to  Mephibosheth,  1  Sam.  xix.  29,  why  speak  est  thoii 
any  more  of  thy  matters?  I  have  said,  thou  and  Ziba  divide  the 
land  ;  the  meanmg  of  it  is  not,  as  if  David  had  determined,  that 
Ziba  was  to  have  one  half  of  the  estate  in  full  property  as  lord  of  it, 
and  Mephibosheth  the  other;  but  he  refers  to  the  appointment  he 
had  maJe  before,  1  Sam.  ix.  10, 11,  according  to  which  Mephibo- 
sheth was  to  be  the  proper  lord  and  proprietor  of  the  land,  but  Ziba 
was  to  manage  it  for  him ;  and  as  he  was  to  bring  in  the  fruits  or 
product  of  the  land  to  Mephibosheth,  so  he  himself  and  his  fifteen 
sons  and  twenty  servants  were  to  live  upon  it,  and  to  be  maintained 
out  of  it  So  that  it  is  as  if  he  had  said, '  thou  needest  say  no  more 
to  me  about  thy  affaira,  or  make  any  more'apologies ; '  what  I  have 
formerly  pronounced  and  determined  shall  stand  good ;  I  have  said 
it,  and  I  will  abide  by  it,  thou  shalt  have  the  land  in  property :  and 
I  have  appointed  Ziba  and  his  family  to  take  care  of  it  for  thee,  and 
to  be  maintained  out  of  it,  and  have  share  of  the  profits.  And  then 
the  sense  of  Mephibosheth's  answer,  nay,  let  him  take  all,  seeing  my 
Lord,  the  king,  is  come  home  in  peace,  is  this ;  let  him  have  the 
whole  land  in  property;  I  am  content,  since  the  king,  that  has  been 
so  kind  to  me,  and  to  whom  I  am  so  much  obliged,  is  returned  in 
safety  and  prosperity.  See  Selden  de  Success,  in  bona  defunct* 
cap.  26.  ad  finem. 

As  to  what  our  author  adds,  p.  185,  that  David  barely  spared 
Mephibosheth's  life,  after  he  had  stript  him  of  all,  and  put  him  out 
of  a  condition  ever  to  marry,  or  settle  any  dowrv  :  this  is  false,  eveii 
upon  his  own  representation  of  the  case ;  since  filephibosheth  by  his 
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own  acknowledgment  had  one  half  of  the  estate  allowed  him,  which- 
]m>bably  was  very  considerable.  And  it  is  certain,  that  Mephiboahetb. 
did  marry ;  and  a  particular  account  is  given  of  his  deacendanfcy 
a  numerovM  fHTogenj,  in  which  the  line  and  family  of  Saul  was  fMPe- 
senred,  compare  2  Sam.  ix.  12,  with  1  Chren.  viii,  34 — 40,  wbefe 
the  line  of  Saul's  house  is  carried  down  many  generations.  So  that 
David  kept  his  oath  to  Saul,  who  had  obhg^  him  to  swear,  that 
he  would  not  cut  off  his,  SauPs  name  out  of  his  father's  hcmse,  1 
Sam.  xxiv.  21,  22. 

If  this  writer  had  any  regard  to  decency  or  his  own  rejputation, 
he  would  have  taken  care  not  to  put  the  reader  in  mind  ot  what  be 
had  said,  concerning  David's  dancing  naked  before  the  ark ;  yet 
he  now  repeats  it  with  greater  confidence  than  before,  pp.  185,  166. 
This  whole  matter  was  so  particularly  consideied  in  my  former 
book,  that  it  is  needless  to  insist  any  more  npon  it.  I  shall  there- 
fore refer  the  reader  thither,  and  then  leave  ram  to  reflect  on  the 
spirit  and  conduct  of  this  writer,  who  can,  without  blushing  or  ie« 
morse,  repeat  this  aspersion,  after  the  incredible  absurdity  and  base- 
ness of  it  had  been  so  fully  exposed. 

He  next  finds  fault  with  David  for  his  war  against  the  Edomites. 
And  here  he  throws  his  censure  in  the  dark,  since  for  aught  he  knoii9 
that  war  might  be  both  just  and  necessary,  and  upon  the  highest 
provocation.  And  I  make  no  doubt  that  it  really  was  so.  For 
David,  who  would  so  gladly  have  maintained  a  good  harmony  and 
friendship  with  the  Ammonites,  the  ancient  enemies  of  bis  countxy, 
would  not  have  been  less  desirous  to  be  at  peace  with  the  Edomites, 
if  it  had  been  in  his  power.  And  that  tiie  Edomites  were  among 
those  enemies  that  had  combined  together  to  invade  Israel,  and  had 
conspired  its  ruin,  may  be  plainly  gathered  from  what  is  said  in  the 
Ixth.  psalm ;  where  the  imminent  danger  Israel  was  in  of  being  ut* 
terlv  destroyed  is  represented  in  a  very  expressive  manner ;  and  a 
noble  and  pathetical  address  to  God  for  victory  over  their  enemies 
particnlariy  the  Edomites,  with  a  humble  confidence  in  his  protection 
and  defence,  from  a  sense  of  the  justice  and  goodness  of  their  cause* 
Our  author  goes  on  to  tell  us,  that  David  sawed  the  Edomites  asun- 
der; for  which  we  have  nothing  but  his  own  authority ;  for  there  is 
not  one  word  of  this  in  the  account  that  is  given  as  of  this  matter 
in  the  history.  He  adds,  that  he  left  none  alive  but  what  coold 
save  themselves  by  flight.  But  this  is  not  true.  Since  it  is  repre* 
sented  as  the  effect  of  this  war,  that  David  put  ^rrisons  in  Edooi^ 
and  all  they  of  Edom  became  his  servants.  Which  afaows^  that  he 
did  not  destroy  them  all,  but  spared  those  that  were  wriUing  to  aiil>> 
mit.  And  that  therefore  when  it  is  said,  that  Joab  staid^six  montha 
in  Edom,  and  slew  every  male;  it  is  only  to.  be  understood  of  his 
killing  those  in  arms,  and  that  refused  to  submit.  But  becanse  ii 
is  said  that  Joab  went  up  to  bury  the  dead,  which  is  probably  to  be 
nnderstood  of  those  of  their  own  army,  that  had  been  killed  ia  %ht^ 
ing  with  the  Edomites ;  and  is  afterwards  added,  that  he  staid  six 
months  in  Edom,  tiierefore  this  sagacious  writ«'  wisely  eencladea 
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from  it^  p.  187,  that  such  ^as  the  slaughter  in  Idumea,  that  Jeab 
was  sit  months  in  bturying  the  dead.  Compare  2  Sam.  viii.  14, 
with  1  Kings  ix.  15,  16. 

He  conchtdes  his  account  of  David  with  charging  him  with  the 
renereal  disease,  which  he  pretends  ia  described  in  the  xxxviiith. 
psahn,  and  very  cvriUy.  inyites  me  to  publish  a  volume  of  sermons 
upon  it.  But  he  hopes  I  will  not  allegorize  it  all,  and  says  that 
this  was  the  state  not  of  David's  body,  but  of  his  soul,  p^  188.  •  And 
if  I  diould  say  this,  I  am  in  no  fear  that  this  author  would  be  able 
to  confute  me.  Any  one  that  is  acquainted  with  David's  stile,  can*- 
jBot  but  know  that  he  dlen  signifies  the  anguish  and  sorrow  of  his 
mind,  by  expressions  that  literaltr  relate  to  some  pain  or  distempet 
of  body.    As  in  the  1th  Psalm,  8th  verse, '  Make  me  to  hear  joy  and 

fladness,  that  the  bones  which  thou  hast  broken  may  rejoice.'  And 
*s.  xxxii.  2, 3,  4,  'When  I  kept  silence,  my  bones  waxed  old,  through 
my  roaring  all  the  day  long.  For  day  and  night  thy  hand  was 
heavy  upon  me :  my  moisture  is  turned  into  the  drought  of  sum* 
.  mer.'  Which  expressions  are  designed  to  si^ify  the  grief  and  an« 
guish  of  bis  mind,  under  a  sense  of  the  divine  displeasure,  from 
which  he  was  freed  upon  his  penitent  acknowledgment  of  his  sins, 
and  humble  and  earnest  applications  to  God  for  mercy,  see  ver.  56. 
Our  author  observes  on  this  occasion,  that  any  one  that  reads  and 
<^onsiders  the  account  Moses  has  given  of  the  pla^e  of  leorosy, 
must  see  that  it  was  venereal.'*  If  so*,  I  am  sure  MoseS'Cetud  not 
show  a  greater  disapprobation  of  it  tiian  he  has  done,  siooe  this 
was  regarded  in  his  law  as  the  highest  kind  of  undeanness  j  on  the 
account  of  which  persons  were  to  be  kept  separate,  as  unfit  for  hu- 
man society,  till  they  were  cleansed  flrom  it.  Arid  it  may  justly  be 
concluded,  that  If  David  had  the  leprosy,  we  should  have  been  told 
of  it,  since  it  must  have  occasioned  his  being  separated  from  society 
and  the  affairs  of  government  for  a  while,  as  well  as  debarred  firom 
the  house  of  God,  and  the  congregation  of  the  peofde* 

He  concludes  hi»  invective  asamst  Davidy  with-  accusing  him  of 
fearfulness  and  cowardice ;  and  declaring  that  he  has  nothing  of 
the  manly  bravery  of  a  soldier.  This  charge  is  of  a  piece  with  the 
f68t  and  fs  desired  to  finish  David's  chatracter,  in  which  he  is  re^ 
mAteA  not  to  allow  so  nmch  as  one  good  qudKty ;  and  then  he  gites 
«B  the  reason  why  he  has  been  Mie  more  particular  on  David's  life 
tmd  character;  k  is  because  he  is  the  saint-errant  of  spiritMl  scho-" 

*  He  seemed  to  be  of  anoUier  <^>iiuoa  in  his  fonner  book,  wbere  he  reckons  the  leprosy 
with  the  itoh,  scsb,  and  otiier  oatvHpns  foolsasies  i  for  wfaioh  he  teUs  ns^the  peoplei  oif 
Israel  vere  teiy  remaikable  and  fiunooa.  And  that  nothing  wgs  more  be^oial  and 
effectual  ia  this  case  than  cold-bathing.  And  that  this  was  one  principal  reason,  why 
their  great  law-giver  interwove  this  praotiee  with  the  rerj  genius  and  eonstitiitiott  of 
iMr  reliffioo.  And  then  he  adds»  that  if  a  fresh  and  clear  ucin,  >  good  complex]Oo»  a 
freedom  from  cntaneoos  diseases,  a  sjstem  of  weU  braced  nerves,  and  all  that  strength^ 
activitj,  and  vigour  which  the  bodv  can  communioate  to  the  mind ;  if  these  thinga  are 
-oC  anv  value  or  consideration,  oold^^hing  deserves  to  be  enloined  under  the  strongest 
religious  sanctions.  Mor.  Phil.  voL  i.  pp.  109;  110.  So  tnat  here  wo  see  our  audior 
himself  has  fimnd  out  a  good  reason,  for  several  of  the  ritual  injunctions  and  puriftc«tk>ns 
required  in  the  law  of  Moses,  which  according  to  him  must  have  been  very  wisely  ap* 
minted.        -  -  .     ^     * 
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J^tics,  and  school-divinity  cannot  stand  without  him*  Bi»t  be 
hopes  to.  show,  that  Christianity  can  be  no  loser  by  this.  This  wri- 
ter, to  be  sure,  is  mightily  concerned  for  the  honour  of  Christianity, 
and  has  its  interests  nearly  at  heart!  We  are  noway  obliged  to  vin* 
dicate  any  of  David's  faults,  which  are  not  concealed  or  disguised 
in  Scripture;  but  he  had  also  many  eminent  and  noble  oualitieB, 
and  has  been  always  spoken  of  with  great  re^rd  by  the  whole  na- 
tion: our  Saviour  and  his  apostles  still  mention  him  with  honoar, 
not  only  as  a  great  king,  but  as  an  illustrious  prophet ;  who  was 
lionoured  to  be  the  penman  of  a  very  valuable  part  of  the  sacred 
writings ;  which  I  doubt  not  is  the  true  cause  of  this  writer's  venom, 
•and  determined  malice  against  him. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Hi«  Tindiottion  of  what  b«  had  laid  against  the  prophets,  and  particularly  coneemiDg' 
£li8ha's  maoagement  with  Haiael  considered.  What  he  Affther  offera  to  show,  tWt 
the  prophets  were  the  principal  fomentersof  the  war  between  Israel  and  Jadah,  proved 
to  be  false  and  groandlesa.  The  difference  between  the  Baalitish  idolatry  and  that  of 
Jeroboam  shown.  The  heathen  idolatry,  not  merely  the  worship  of  the  one  true  God, 
by  the  mediation  of  ioferior  Deities.  Oar  anthor's  account  of  the  ancient  Peraiaas 
considered.  Their  doctrine  of  two  principles,  not  the  same  with  that  of  the  Jews  and 
Christians.  They  were  worshippers  of  the  sun,  and  of  fire.  His  accountof  Zoroaster'a 
doctrine,  concerning  the  future  punishment  of  the  wicked.  His  pretence  that  oar 
Saviour's  doctrine,  concerning  the  resurrection  and  a  future  judgmeot,  was  a  trma- 
•cript  from  the  second  book  of  Isdras,  considered.  That  a  future  state  was  betiervd 
among  the  ancient  Jews,  vindioated  against  this  writer's  exceptions* 

Our  author  begins  his  yiith  section,  p.  190,  &c.  with  repeatJne 
what  he  had  saidbefore,  that  the  burden  of  the  Mosaical  priesthood 
was  the  cause  of  the  revolt  of  the  ten  tribes  from  Rehoboam,  whid 
I  have  shown  to  be  all  pure  fiction  and  romance.  He  next  represents 
me  as  denying  that  Solomon^  during  his  whole  reign,  was  in  aUi* 
ance  with  E^ypt,  p.  192,  when  I  had  said  no  sucn  thing.  But 
whereas  this  wnter  had  represented,  that  it  was  his  foreign  alliaDceSy 
and  particularly  with  Egypt,  that  secured  him  asainst  the  conspii^ 
acy,  which  he  pretends  was  formed  against  him  by  the  pViests  and 

frophets,  at  the  latter  end  of  his  reign  ;  see  Mor.  Phil.  vol.  i.  p.  301. 
showed  that  this  is  a  mere  imagination,  and  that  at  the  latter  end 
of  his  reign,  Egypt,  instead  of  giving  assistance  to  Solomon,  rather 
gave  encouragement  to  his  enemies.  Instances  of  this  were  pro* 
duced,  which  he  is  pleased  to  take  no  notice  of. 

He  proceeds,  p.  193,  to  a  repetition  of  what  he  had  said  more 
largely  in  his  former  book,  concerning  the  prophets  being  the  causes 
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of  the  several  revolations  in  the  kingdom  of  Israel,  but  entirely 
passes  over  what  was  fully  and  distinctly  ofibred  to  the  contrary. 
At  the  same  time  he  exclaims  against  me '  for  representing  him  as 
justifying  Jezebel  in  destroying  the  prophets  of  the  Lord ;  and  de- 
claresy  that  he  had  not  justtfied  or  approved  of  it  But  if  any  man 
can  read  what  he  said  in  his  former  book,  pp.  312,  314,  and  think 
he  has  not  justified  or  approved  of  Ahab  and  Jezebel's  conduct,  in 
endeavourinjg  to  destroy  the  prophets  of  the  Lord,  I  shall  wonder  at 
it  He  again  gives  us  his  word,  that  the  very  constitution  and  pro- 
fession of  the  prophets  was  founded  on  the  principles  of  persecution  j 
and  that  the  Af  osaic  law  was  a  scheme  of  persecution,  superstition, 
and  false  religion.  And  then  thinks  6t  to  represent  me,  as  judging 
oif  men's  conomission  and  authority  from  God  by  their  own  preten- 
sions to  it,  and  declarations  concerning  it,  as  if  I  was  for  taking 
men's  own  word,  as  a  sufficient  evidence  of  their  divine  mission, 
without  any  farther  proof.  And  he  assures  his  reader,  that  though 
I  admit  miracles  as  a  proof  in'  case  of  Moses,  Sec.  I  would  not  admit 
them,  as  proofs  in  case  of  Mahomet  or  Zoroaster.  And  when  he 
Cfin  give  us  as  good  reason  to  believe  that  Mahomet"*  or  Zoroaster, 
wrouj^ht  signal  miracles  in  proof  of  their  divine  mission,  as  we  have 
to  beheve  those  of  Moses  or  Jesus  Christ,  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
consider  them.  All  these  are  poor  insinuations  that  prove  nothing, 
and  are  brought  in  to  make  up  for  a  great  deficiency  in  reason  and 
ar^ment. 

1  had  urged  that  the  illustrious  miracles  wrought  by  Elijah  and 
Blisha,  sufficiently  proved  the  divine  authority  and  commission  of 
those  prophets.  To  which  he  replies,  that  first  I  cannot  prove  the 
certain  truth  of  the  facts,  but  must  take  them  entirely  upon  trust 
from  the  historians.  And  then,  that  if  true,  they  would  not  prove 
any  commission  they  had  to  anoint  Jehu,  &c.  To  the  first  I  an- 
swer, that  we  have  the  same  proof  that  the  prophets  wrought  those 
jniracles,  that  we  have  that  tney  had  any  hand  in  anointing  Jehu. 
And  in  judging  of  the  legality  of  the  fact,  as  it  is  represented  in  the 
history,  we  must  take  tne  whole  fact  in  all  its  circumstances,  as 
there  represented.  And  I  am  still  of  opinion,  that  supposing  those 
facts  true,  the  divine  commission  of  those  prophets  is  very  evident. 
Nor  can  I  believe,  that  God  would  have  enabled  them  to  confirm 
their  mission  by  so  many  illustrious  miracles,  far  transcending  all 
human  power,  and  some  of  them,  e.  g.  raising  the  dead,  probably 
that  of  all  created  beings ;  if  all  the  while  they  had  only  cloaked  the 
designs  of  their  own  ambition,  by  a  false  pretence  to  inspiration 
from  God,  and  were  for  sanctifying  treason  and  murder  with  an  hy- 
pocritical appearance  of  zeal  for  his  holy  name.     And  yet  all  along 

*  Maliomet,  though  oflen  called  upon  hy  the  Arabiazis  to  prove  his  diyiae  mission  hj 
miracles,  as  Moses  and  Jesus  Christ  had  done,  never  durst  attempt  to  work  any  before 
them.  Ignorant  as  they  were,  he  had  no  hope  of  being  able  to  impoae  op<m  them  ip 
Boch  things,  of  which  all  their  senses  must  hare  been  witnesses.  And^  therefore^  en- 
deavoured to  persuade  them  that  there  was  no  need  of  miracles  tfi  prqve  hi^  missioi^. 
See  Prid.  life  of  Mahomet,  pp.  27,  28,  &c. 
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to  the  very  last,  he  ga^e  ihem  tfa^  most  iUuBtricms  teBtimoni^  c£ 
his  aco^tejicetiiA  ftpprobtktioiW' 

P.  197,  he  eomee  to  vindioate  the  fttorr  of  the  prophet  Elisha's 
pretended  menagem^At  with  Hazael,  whieh  he  had  stcaagely  mim^ 
presentfiKl.    He  still  iiusists  upon  it*  that  the  present  HazMl  gave  the 
prophet  in  the  name  of  Beuhaidad^  was  designed  to  bribe  the  peo^ 
jf^et  in  his  own  favour ;  thou^  it  appears  plainly  from  the  text  thai 
It  was  by  Benhadad^s  orderi  that  Uaxael  went  to  the  prophet*  and 
made  him  that  present    But  he  mMi  ahsttixUy  argues  from  the 
grealnefis  of  the  present,  «b  if  that  was  apreof  that  the  kiaoig  did 
jaot  send  k,  but  the  oap^in  gave  it  of  bimseUl    Whereas  it  ia  very 
acooontahl^  that  the  king  might  order  this  magnifioent  present  an 
his  own  account,  when  be  aent  to  inquire  af  tlw  pronhet  about  tha 
reeoTery  of  his  health  y  especially,  as  be  mi^  probably  entertain 
aome  hopes,  that  he  might  be  able  to  heal  hmi,  and  that  his  pray«> 
era  might  prevail  for  his  recovery*    But  no  reasonable  atfconnt  can 
be  givm  of  this  present  on  the  aaithor's  scdbeme,  who  supposes  that 
becauae  it  was  so  large>  the  captain  intended  it  as  a  bribe.    Indeac^ 
if  the  prophet  could  by  his  interest  among  the  Syrians  have  intrigued 
-with  the  great  men  cmd  people  there,  as  he  supposes  him  to  ha¥e 
done  in  Israel,  and  ao  have  helped  to  raise  Hazael  to  the  thmne  by 
his  influence,  there  would  have  been  some  sense  in  his  endeavounog 
hy  laige  presents  to  bribe  him  to  hie  party«  and  engage  him  to  em^* 
brace  his  interests.     But  to  suppose  that  Hazael  should  take  such 
pains,  and  be  at  such  expense  lx>  gain  a  stranger  to  help  him  to  the 
crown  in  a  foreign  country,  where  he  had  no  acquaintance  nor  in- 
terest, is  an  ima^mation  that  would  scarce  have  entered  into  any 
man's  head  but  wis  author's. 

I  had  urged  the  great  absurdiity  of  supposing  that  EHsha  wouU 
oontjibute  to  fix  Hazael  upon  the  throne  of  Syria,  when  the  proa- 
peet  of  it  ga!v«  bkn  the  greatest  trouble  and  sorrow ;  and  he  certainly 
knew  that  Hazael  would  prove  a  greater  plsgue  to  Israel  thanaU 
the  other  kings  of  Syria  before  him.  And  I  Imd  taken  notice  of  the 
unfairness  of  this  writer,  who,  in  order  to  elude  this,  had  changed 
the  prophet's  words;  and  whereas  he  said  to  Hai^,  I  know  the 
evil  which  thou  shalt  do  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  8ic#  had  repre^ 
sented  it  as  if  be  only  had  said,  I  fear,  Sia  as  if  it  was  a  thing  of 
which  the  prophet  was  uncertain.  Now  what  does  oar  author  any 
to  this?  instead  of  vindicating  himsdf  agjiunft  this  charge  of  misre^ 
presentation,  he  goes  on  in  it;  and  still  insists  upon  it,  that  he  only 
reared  it,  though  the  prophet  expressly  declares  that  he  knew  it, 
and  speaks  of  it  as  of  a  thmg  alxHutely  certain. 

But  he  urges,  that  he  should  have  advised  Hazael  aeainst  mur- 
dering his  king,  if  he  had  any  notion  of  it;  as  if  he  could  have  hoped 
that  bis  advice  could  have  any  influence  on  a  man  governed  wholly 
by  ambitious  views,  and  who  ne  well  knew  would  stick  at  no  villany 
to  gain  a  crown ;  and  when  be  had  obtained  it,  would  go  on  in  a 
course  of  the  greatest  oppressions  and  cruelties.  Nothing  can  be 
more  evident,  than  it  is  from  the  whole  story,  as  recordeal  Kings 
viii.  that  the  prophet  would  have  been  very  far  from  doing  any  thing 
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to  proiaote  Hazael's  advancemeBt  to  the  throne  of  Syrk,  had  it  been 
in  his  power;  and  that  though  he  foreknew  and  foretold  it,  as  a 
tbin^.  that  would  c^iainly  come  to  pas%  yet  it  was  a  thing  high- 
ly disagreeable  to  him,  and  which  be  would  gladly  have  prevented 
4f  he  oouki  have  done  it.  And  it  may  as  justly  be  said,  that  our 
Saviour  was  the  author  of  Judas's  treason,  blecausehe  foretold  it,  as 
that  the  prophet  was  the  cause  of  Haeael's  invading  the  throne  of 
Sjrria,  because  he  foretold  that  he  would  be  king. 

He  proceeds,  p.  SOO,  to  take  notice  of  the  prosperity  of  Jerobo- 
am's reign,  and  says,  he  had  given  the  true  reason  of  it,  and  that  t 
had  coined  %  reason ;  because  I  had  attributed  it  to  the  divine 
mercy  and  indulgence  towards  Israel,  to  try  if  his  goodness  would 
lead  them  to  repentance ;  to  which  it  is  expressly  ascribed,  2  Kings 
xiii.  23 ;  xiv.  25,  26, 27.     He  had  alleged,  that  '  Jeroboam  was  as 
great  an  idolater,  or  supporter  and  encourager  of  idolatry,  as  any 
tnat  had  been  before  him.'    And  from  thence  most  absurdly  in- 
ferred, that  the  prosperity  of  his  reign  showed,  that  idolatry  had 
not  been  the  cause  of  any  of  the  evik  or  calamities  that  had  hap- 
pened to  the  kings  or  people  in  former  reigns.    And  at  that  rate 
It  might  be  proved,  that  God  never  punishes  wicked  princes  or 
nations  for  their  crimes,  because  he  often  suffers  wicked  princes  to 
prosper,  and  bears  with  a  guilty  people,   and  treats  them  with 
merey  and  indulgence  for  a  time,     out  besides  it  was  shown,  that 
Jeroboam  the  Second  fell  into  the  sin  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of 
Nebat,  which  consisted  in  worshipping  the  true  God  after  a  wrong 
manner,  yet  he  and  the  other  princes  of  the  house  of  Jehu  did  not 
fall  into  the  Baalitish  idolatry,  as  the  house  of  Ahab  had  done, 
which  was  an  express  and  open  revolting  from  the  God  of  Israel. 
But  for  this  I  am  correctea  by  this  writer,  who  represents  it  as  a 
very  absard  thing  in  roe  to  suppose,  that  there  were  two  sorts  of 
idolatry  in  Israel.    Whereas  according  to  him,  there  was  only  one 
kind  of  idolatry,  which  both  Jeroboam  and  the  house  of  Ahab  were 
guilty  of,  the  inferior  worship  of  tutelar  deities ;  only  Jeroboam'^or- 
dipped  the  tutelar  deities  of  the  Egyptians,  and  Ahab  of  the  Sidonir 
ans.  But  it  is  evident,  from  the  acoounts  given  us  of  this  matter  in  the 
sacred  history,  that  the  Baalitish  idolatry  is  there  represented,  as 
of  a  worse  kuid  than  that  of  Jeroboam,  and  as  carrying  idolatry 
to  a  greater  and  more  criminal  height  than  the  other.     Hence  it  is 
said  of  Ahab,  that  ^' as  if  it  had  been  a  light  thing  Co  kirn  to  walk 
in  the  w^j  of  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Nebat,  that  he  served  Baal, 
and  worshipped  him.^    And  on  diis  account  it  is,  that  he  '  did  more 
to  provoke  the  Lond  God  of  Israel  to  anger,  than  all  the  kings  of 
Israel  Aat  we^  before  him,'  1  Kings  xiv.  31,  33 ;  see  also  2  lUngs 
iii.  2,  3.     Accordingly,  when  Jehu  contrived  to  abolish  the  worship 
of  BaaH  he  said,  ^  Uome  see  my  zeal  for  the  Lord/  2  Kings  x.  lo. 
And  the  worshippers  of  Baal  are  there  distinguished  from  the 
other  Israelites,  who  are  called  '  the  servants  of  the  Lord,'  as  pro- 
f^^siug  to  worship  the  true  God,  ver.  23.    And  yet  it  is  observed 
concerning  Jehu,  that  though  he  destroyed  Baal  out  of  Israel, 
*  yet  he  took  no  heed  to  walk  in  the  law  of  the  Lord  God  of  Israel 
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with  all  his  heart ;  for  he  departed  not  from  the  sins  of  Jeroboam 
the  son  of  Nebat/  ver.  31.  Jeroboam  the  First  did  not  pretend  to 
fall  from  the  worship  of  the  Lord  Jehovah^  the  God  of  Israel.  He 
said  in  his  hearty  *  If  this  people  go  up  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  at 
Jerusalem,  then  shall  the  heart  of  tnis  people  turn  again  to  the 
house  of  David.'  Whereupon  he  took  counsel,  and  made  two 
calves  of  gold,  and  said  unto  the  people, '  It  is  too  much  for  you  to 
^o  up  to  Jerusalem  :  behold  thy  gods»  O  Israel,  or  as  it  might  be 
justly  rendered,  '  behold  thy  God,  O  Israel,'  which  brought  thee 
up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.*  And  he  set  the  one  in  Bethel,  and 
the  other  in  Dan,  1  Kings  xii.  26—30.  From  whjch  passage  it 
is  evident,  that  Jeroboam  did  not  intend,  as  this  writer  represents 
it,  to  worship  the  Egyptian  tutelar  gods,  but  to  worship  tne  God 
that  brought  up  Israel  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  which  is  the 
character  under  which  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  frequently  described, 
see  Exod.  xx.  2  ;  Ps.  Ixxxi.  10  ;  Hos.  xiii.  4.  And  indeed  it  could 
not  be  supposed,  that  the  Egyptian  tutelar  sods  would  bring  the 
Israelites  out  of  Egypt  to  the  destruction  of  the  Egyptians.  He 
professed  to  worship  the  same  God  that  was  worshipped  at  Jeru- 
salem, but  only  told  the  people  that  it  was  too  mucn  for  them  to 
go  up  to  the  temple  there,  and  therefore  erected  temples  of  his 
own,  to  which  they  might  go  for  divine  worship  ;  and  there  placed 
golden  calves,  as  symbolicsJ  representations  of  the  Divine  presence. 
This  was  a  great  sin,  as  beine  an  express  breach  of  the  second 
commandment,  which  forbade  the  worship  of  God  by  images.  And 
it  tended  to  lead  the  people  wrong,  and  gradually  to  debase  and 
corrupt  their  notions  of  the  Deity,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for 
other  kinds  of  idolatry ;  when  once  they  bad  forsaken  the  worship 
which  God  himself  had  appointed.  But  afterwards  Ahab  went 
farther,  and  established  the  worship  of  other  gods.  It  is  probaUe 
several  of  the  people  might  have  tallen  into  the  worship  of  Baal, 
&c.  before,  and  were  connived  at  by  the  former  kings.  But  now 
the  worship  of  Baal,  as  the  proper  deity,  was  established ;  the 
altars  that  were  erected  to  the  Lord  Jehovah  were  thrown  down ; 
and  those  that  worshipped  him  were  persecuted,  1  Kings  xix.  10. 
This  was  an  express  and  open  revolt  from  the  true  God,  and  there- 
fore brought  the  house  of  Ahab  under  a  peculiar  guilt  and  v^i- 
geance. 

But  our  author  represents  the  matter,  as  if,  in  worshipping 
Baal,  they  still  intended  to  worship  the  true  God,  but  only  were 
for  worshipping  him  by  the  mediation  of  Baal,  as  an  inferior  deity. 
And  he  positively  pronounces,  that  the  worship  they  paid  him 
was  all  subordinate  mediatorial  worship.  But  tnough  tnere  were 
inferior  deities  called  Baalim  (though  some  suppose  these  are  only 
to  be  understood  of  the  different  images  of  Baal)  yet  it  seems 
evident,  from  the  whole  account  given  us,  that  there  was  a  chief 
god,  who  is  still  called  Baal  by  way  of  eminency,  and  spok^i  of 
m  the  singular  number ;  and  whom  they  regarded  as  the  principal 

*  See  concerDiog  tbU  what  in  said  abore,  p.  374* 
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object  of  their  worship.     There  is  not  the  least  hint,  that  they 
looked  higher  to  any  superior  deity ;  but  in  Baal  their  views  ter- 
minated, whilst  the  true  God  was  neglected.     By  Baal,  it  is  most 
probable  they  intended  to  worship  the  sun.*     Him  the  ancient 
Phoenicians  acknowledged  to  be  fi6vov  ovpavov  Kvptov,  the  only 
lord  of  heaven .f     And  they  honoured  him  with  the  name  of  Baal, 
which  properly  signifies  lord.     This  writer  indeed  takes  upon  him 
to  affirm^  that  '  the  idolatry  of  the  heathens  was  all  of  tne  same 
kind  ;  the  worship  of  God  by  the  mediation  of  subordinate,  na- 
tional, residential,  and  tutelar  deities/  p.  201.     As  if  the  heathens 
still  had  theii;  views  ultimately  fixed  unon  the  one  living  and  true 
God  ;  and  only  intended  to  worship  tne  supreme  Lord  of  the  uni- 
verse by  the  mediation  of  inferior  deities.     But  whatever  notions 
some  of  their  philosophers  and  wise  men  might  have  of  this  mat- 
ter, there  is  no  proof  that  this  was  the  worship  established  in  their 
respective  states  by  their  legislators,  or  practised  by  the  people. 
The  Platonists  indeed  talked  of  genii  or  demons,  whose  office  they 
supposed  it  to  be  to  carry  our  prayers  to  the  gods,  and  to  bring 
from  them  oracles,  and  divine  gifts  to  us.    See  Plutarch.  De  Isid. 
et  Osirid,  and  Apuleius  de  Deo  Socrat.     But  then  it  is  to  be  ob- 
served, that  these  mediators  or  intercessors  were  supposed  to  inter- 
vene, not  between  men  and  the  one  supreme  Goa,  but  between 
men  and  the  celestial  deities,  of  whom  there  were  many  whom 
they  acknowledged  and   worshipped;  nor  did  they  invest  those 
whom    they  called  celestial  deities,   with   this  mediatory  office. 
Plata  himself,  whatever  notions  he  had  of  the  first  principle  and 
cause  of  all  things,  yet  in  his  books  of  laws,  which  were  designed 
for  the  people,  did  not  prescribe  to  them  the  worship  of  the  one 
supreme  God,  because  he  looked  upon  him  to  be  incomprehen- 
sible ;  and  that  what  he  is,  and  how  he  is  to  be  worshipped,  is 
not  to  be  described  or  declared ;  nor  were  the  vulgar  capable  of 
forming  Iei  just  notion  of  him«     But  he  appointed  twelve  solemn 
festivals  to  be  observed  to  the  twelve  principal  gods ;  and  proposed 
the  worship  of  the  heavens  and  stars,  whose  divinity  he  recom- 
mended.    See  his  eighth  book  of  laws ;  and  his  Epinomy  or  ap- 
pendix to  his  book  of  laws.     Indeed,  the  vulgar  among  the  hea- 
thens did  in  many  places  worship  many  gods  in  conjunction;  and 
though  they  had  a  notion  of  one  chief  god   above  the  rest,  he 
whom  they  regarded  as   such  was  generally  only  an  idol,  of  the 
same  kind,  though  of  greater  eminence  than  the  rest.     Hence  we 
find  all  the  gods  often  ioined  together,  and  worshipped  in  con- 
junction with  Jupiter  at  the  head  of  them.    They  usually  speak  of 
god  and  the  gods  promiscuously,  because  they  considered  their 
deities  collectively,  as  making  up  one  system.    They  had  a  temple 
dedicated  to  all  the  gods  both  at  Rome  and  Athens,  and  they  were 
all  honoured  with  one  common  festival  called  dsotivia ;  and  they 
had  altars  consecrated  to  all  the  gods  and  goddesses,  with  such 

*  See  Calmet^B  Dissertation  on  the  Phoenician  Deities.    And  Vossius  de  Idol.  lib. 
2,  cap.  4.  6. 
t  See  the  Fragments  of  Sanchoniathon  in  Euseb,  de  Prep.  Evangel,  lib.  r. 
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inacriptions  as  these^  *  Dis  deabusque  omnibus/  and  'dibus 
busque  omnibus/  and  the  like*  When  they  invoked  any  particular 
deity,  it  was  usual  for  the  priests,  afterwanis,  to  add  an  invocatk» 
of  all  the  deities  in  general,  as  Servius  notes  npon  that  of  Virgil« 

"  Dii  deseque  omnes  stadium  quibus  arva  tueri." 

In  many  nattont  the  sun  was  the  deity  whom  they  principdUy 
adoredv"^  And  Job  represents  this  kind  of  worship,  as  a  *  denjfiiv 
the  God  which  is  above/  Job  xxxi.  28.  Among;  some,  nnivenu 
nature  was  die  one  supreme  deity,  and  the  several  parts  of  the  mm 
verse  were  worshipped  as  parts  of  the  divinity .t     Iq  Greece  and 

**  Concerning  tlits  see  Vossiiit  at  large,  de  Idolatria,  lib.  3.  cap.  8.  ad  eap.  18  ;  !!•- 
erobins  SatamiS.  Ub.  I.,  takes  a  great  dwl  of  [mina  to  prore  that  the  son  was  the  os  am« 
versal  deit^,  who  was  adored  under  aereral  names.  This  plea  he  manages  with  m  gg«et 
deal  of  wit  and  learning  in  the  person  of  Vettius  Pneteztatus.  And  he  cooclndes  all 
with  a  doable  citation  ;  tbe  one  is  of  a  short  invocation,  which  he  tells  us  the  heathea 
theologists  made  use  of  '  in  Saeris/  in  their  devotiona  or  sacred  ceresnoaiea ;  the  f&rm 
whereof  runs  thus,  '  i^Xu  wayru^aTop  k6cuov  irvtvfia,  k6(Tuov  iirvafus,  K6nov  Adc* 
O  sun  omnipotent,  the  spirit  of  the  world,  the  power  of  the  world,  theli^toftbe 
worfd.'  fhe  other  is  taken  out  of  the  verses  of  Orpheus,  in  which  the  sun  is  called 
Jupiter,  the  Father  of  the  sea  and  land  ;  and  the  generation  of  aU  things  is  aacribed  ti 
him. 

By  some  the  heaven  or  circumamhient  ether  was  esteemed  Jove  or^  the  chief  god. 
Remarkable  to  this  purpose  is  the  verse  Cicero  cites  from  Ennius.  '  Aspice  hoc  svhtiHM 
oandens  qoem  invooant  omnea  Jovem.'  And  he  cites  Euriiudea  to  the  same  parpoaa, 
Sjpeaking  of  the  ether,  *  Hunc  eummum  perhibeto  divum,  nunc  periubeto  Jovem.  Cic 
de  Nat.  Deor.  lib.  2.  And  in  his  fourth  book  of  Academic  Questions,  he  observes  coo- 
oeming  several  of  the  Stoics,  that  ^ej  supposed  the  ether  to  he  tiie  chief  God,  being 
endowed  with  a  mind  whereby  all  things  are  governed ;  and  that  Cleanthes,  apmieipw 
Stoic,  and  scholar  of  Zeno,  looked  upon  the  son  to  be  lord  of  all,  and  as  having  the  an- 
preme  dominion.  From  whence  he  infers,  according  to  the  manner  of  the  aoidemica^ 
that  by  this  disagreement  among  tiie  wise  we  are  constrained  to  be  ignorant  who  is  our 
Lord ;  for  we  know  not  whether  to  paj  our  service  to  tbe  sun  or  ethor.  Plato  in  Cn» 
tylo  supposes  that  the  worahip  of  the  heaven  and  stars  was  the  most  ancient  religion 
■of  the  Pagans.  It  seems  to  me,  says  he,  that  the  first  inhahitaou  of  Greece  anciently, 
as  wen  as  many  of  the  barbarians  now,  esteemed  these  only  to  be  gods,  the  sun  and 
moon,  and  earth,  and  stars,  and  heaven,  ^aiyovrai  fLOi^  el  trfn^oi  t&v  a»^pmwmw 
Tmv  wtpi  rdv  i\X^a,  rovrevc  fi^vav^  Osevf  riyBloBat,  Avwtp  vvv  st^XXm  tAw  fimf* 
t&gt$v,  iiKiov,  KOI  ffiKrivriv,  Kai  y4^>  "^oi  atrroa,  xai  oipavov.  And  Aristotle  to  the 
same  purpose  observes,  that  it  hath  been  delivered  to  us  by^  those  of  very  andent 
times,  both  that  the  stars  are  gods,  and  that  the  Divinitj  eontaineth  the  whole  of  m^ 
ture,  Aiist.  Metaoh.  Ub.  ti,  cap.  8.  Maimonides  saith concerning  the  Zabians,  whose 
sect,  he  tells  us,  did  overrun  a  great  part  of  the  earth,  that  they  all  held  the  eternity 
of  the  world  ;  and  diat  the  heavens  and  atars  according  to  them  are  the  Deity.  Mor. 
Nevoch.  par.  3,  cap.  S9. 

f  Plutarch  observes  concerning  the  Egyptians,  roy  irpeirey  Ocoy  tm  wayrt  rey 
ivrbv  vOfiiZovfft,  That  they  account  the  first  or  chief  god  to  he  the  same  with  the 
t6  irav,  the  world  or  the  universe.  And  he  mentions  ^is  as  a  proof  of  their  pietj  and 
jvat  sentiments  of  the  Divinity.  See  Pint,  de  laid,  et  Osirid.  In  the  theology  gei*> 
rallv  received  among  the  Stoica,  the  world  or  the  one  animated  mundane  systeoa  wea 
God.  Thev  considered  souls  as  parts  of  God,  the  soul  of  the  world  ;  and  visible  and 
corporeal  thinga,  rs  parts  of  his  body.  And  upon  this  principle  they  vindicated  and 
accounted  for  the  Pagan  idolatry,  and  worshipped  ^e  several  parts  of  the  universe^ 
nsder  the  names  of  the  popular  deities.  But  whilst  they  thus  pretended  to  wocahty 
one  God  under  different  names  and  manifestatioos,  they  really  deified  the  sevpral  parts 
of  the  material  world,  and  the  several  powers  and  virtuea  diffu wd  through  the  whole ; 
and,  instead  of  coring  the  popular  polytheism,  only  established  it;  and  as  Plutarch  ob- 
serves, they  filled  the  air,  heaven,  earth,  and  aea  with  gods.  Pint,  de  communi  notit. 
^versus  Stoioos.  These  sentiments  of  the  Stoica,  Ci^ro  lepresenta  thus,  *  Quonlani 
hone  mundum  esse  sapientem,  habere  mentem,  qua  et  ae,  et  ipsum  fahricata  ait,  ^  out* 
nia  moderetur,  moveal*  regat,  erit  persaasuBi  etiam,  lolem,  lunns,  ateUaaque  emies» 
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Ronie>  where  ipolytheism,  or  the  worship  of  many  gods,  wasesta- 
Wifthed,  Jupiter  aad  a  supremacy  over  the  rest.  lUit  this  Jupiter, 
who  was  regarded  as  the  chief  of  the  gods,  the  Thunderer^  and  the 
father  of  gods  and  men,  was  confounded  with  that  Jupiter  whom 
the  poets  sung^  and  of  whom  the  mythologists  told  and  the  people 
believed  such  strange  fables.  So  that  it  may  be  justly  said,  that 
the  only  true  God  was  to  them  in  a  great  measure  an  unknown 
God,  whom  they  neglected  and  disregarded,  whilst  their  worehip 
was  paid  to  idol  deities.  So  vain  were  they  become  in  their  ima- 
ginations^  and  their  foolkh  heart  was  darkened.  It  was  to  pre» 
vent  this,  that  all  manner  of  worship  of  inferior  deities  was  strictly 
forbiddea  in  the  law  of  Moses,  whereby  it  was  gloriously  distin- 
guished from  other  laws  and  constitutions,  aiid  they  were  expressfy 
commanded  to  worship  the  one  true  God,  and  him  only.  Whife 
amon^oihsr  nations,  where  the  worship  of  many  gods  obtained, 
aed  was  countenanced  by  their  taws,  men  soon  began  to  worship 
them  more  than  the  Creator ;  and  lost  the  knowledge  and  woi^ 
skip  of  the  one  living  and  true  God,  amidst  a  multiplicity  of  idol 
deities. 

This  writer  had  in  his  former  book  asserted,  that  there  was  a 
most  bloody  war  carried  on  between  Israel  and  Judah,  under  the 
pretence  of  religion,  for  the  space  of  about  260  years  ;  that  Judah 
was  the  aggressor  in  this  war  ;  and  the  prophets  had  the  chief  hand 
in  carryiw  it  on.     But  on  the  contrary  it  was  shown,  that  the 
prophets  had  no  hand  in  fomenting  the  war  between  Israel  and 
Judah,  but  rather  dissuaded  and  discouraged  it ;  that  it  does  not 
appear  that  Judah  was  the  aggressor  in  this  war;  and  that  the 
war  was  so  far  from  being  continual  and  uninterrupted,  as  he  is 
fdeased  to  represent  it,  that  we  read  of  no  wars  between  them 
for  a  hundred  years  together,  and  afterwards  for  fourscore  years 
more.*    Now  wnat  does  this  writer  say  to  this?    It  is  not  his  way 
to  acknowledge,  that  he  has  been  wrong,  let  it  be  proved  ever  so 
plainly  upon  him.     But  in  order  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  his 
readers,  and  to  put  an  appearance  of  saying  something,  he  enters 
upon  a  long  dull  detail  from  p.  202  to  p.  210,  most  of  which  is 
nothing  at  all  to  the  point  in  question,  and  the  few  things  thai 
might  be  so  are  entirely  misrepresented.    Thus  e.  g,  as  to  the 
war  between  Baasha  and  Asa,  ne  not  Only  supposes  that  Judah 
was  the  aggressor  in  this  war,  though  it  appears  from  the  history, 
that  Baasha  king  of  Israel  begun  it,  see  2  Chron.  xvi.  1 ;  but  m 
a  manifest  contradiction  to  the  account  there  given  us,  will  have 
it,  that  the  prophets  put  Asa  upon  making  an  alliance  with  Ben^ 
hadad  king  of  Syria.    He  expressly  asserts,  that  the  prophets  of 
the  Lord  am>roved  of  this  alliance,  and  justified  it  in  Asa,  and 
engaged  a  foreign  idolatrous  power  to  do  Uieir  work  for  them, 
p.  203,  whereas  the  very  contrary  to  this  is  true.     For  the  prophet 

tomm,  utre,  Deos  eese,  qaod  qumdam  tnimali,  istelUgentia  per  omnia  penneat,  et 
transeat/  Qnest.  Accad.  lib.  4.  Varro,  the  most  learned  of  the  Romaus,  had  the  aam^ 
notion,  aa  appeara  from  Aognat.  de  Civit.  Dei.  lib.  7,  cap.  G. 
*  See  Dir.  Author,  pp.  192,  193. 
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Hanani  came  to  Asa  iq  the  name  of  God,  and  reproved  him  fi>r 
this  alliance^  which  so  enraged  the  king,  that  he  put  Uie  prophet 
in  prison,  2  Chron.  xvi.  7 — 10.  So  signal  a  falsification  of  the 
history  fumisheth  a  new  proof  to  the  reader,  who  has  had  several 
proofs  of  it  before,  that  tnis  writer,  who  is  pleased  to  honour  hina- 
self  with  the  title  of  Pbilalethes,  the  lover  of  truth,  will  stick  at 
nothing,  how  false  soever,  that  he  thinks  will  serve  his  cause,  or 
,  tend  to  expose  the  prophets  or  priests.  And  then  he  goes  on  to 
insinuate,  that  it  was  because  Asa  had  entered  into  this  allianoe 
with  the  idolatrous  Syrians,  that  he  is  so  highly  extolled  by  the 
historians,  and  that  Jehoshaphat  is  blamed  by  them  for  enterinj^ 
into  an  alliance  with  Ahab  for  the  defence  of  his  country.  But  it 
IS  certain  that  Jehoshaphat  had  a  better  character  given  htm  by 
the  historians,  than  Asa  himself ;  though  he  is  blamed  for  entering 
into  aflSnity  with  the  house  of  Ahab,  which  produced  many  mis- 
chiefs to  his  posterity.  Our  author  after  this,  and  repeating  what 
he  had  said  oefore  concerning  Ahab's  four  hundred  prophets, 
which  has  been  already  considered,  hath  nothing  further  to  offer 
to  fix  the  charge  of  all  '  the  commotions  and  revolutions  in  the 
state  upon  the  prophets ;'  and  yet  very  gravely  tells  his  reader, 
that  '  any  man  must  see  this,  who  will  read  the  history  with  his 
own  natural  eyesight,  and  without  systematical  spectacles,*  p. 
206. 

He  had  advanced  it  as  a  charge  against  all  the  prophets  that 
liyed  before  the  Assyrian  captivity,  and  afterwards  against  all  the 
prophets  in  general,  that  they  declaimed  only  against  idolatry,  and 
scarce  ever  meddled  with  the  other  vices  and  immoralities  of  the 
people.  The  falsehood  of  this  charge  was  clearly  shown.*  He  finds 
nimself  unable  to  justify  it,  and  yet  is  unwilling  to  retract  it.  He 
observes,  that  Isaiah,  Hosea,  and  Micah,  whom  I  had  particularly 
mentioned,  as  strongly  inveighing  against  all  manner  of  vice  and 
immorality,  were  all  living  and  prophesying  at  the  last  Assyrian 
captivity;  but  it  is  also  certain,  tnat  they  had  been  living  and 

{rophesying  a  considerable  time  before  it.  And  most  part  of 
saiah's  prophecies,  and  probably  all  those  of  Hosea  and  Micah 
were  delivered  before  that  captivity ;  and  they  are  all  of  the  same 
strain^  everywhere  reproving  the  people  for  their  vices  and  sins, 
and  calling  them  to  repentance.  As  doth  also  the  prophet  Amos, 
who  prophesied  before  the  Assyrian  captivity,  in  tne  reign  of 
Jeroboam,  when  the  Israelites  were  in  great  prosperity.  Our  author 
is  pleased  to  take  no  notice  of  this,  though  1  had  mentioned  it,  but 
contents  himself  with  calline  upon  his  i*eader  to  'see  the  justice  and 
candour  of  this  systematical  writer ;'  and  if  he  can  persuade  his 
reader,  after  considering  what  I  offered,  that  there  is  any  justice  or 
candour  in  his  representation  of  this  matter,  I  will  readily  own  that 
he  is  a  very  lucky  writer. 

He  falls  heavily  upon  me  for  representing  it  as  an  absurd  thing, 
to  suppose  that  the  Jews  should  learn  their  reUgion  and  aversion  to 

•  See  '  Div.  Author.'  pp.  194—196. 
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idolatry  from  the  Persians,  the  adorers  of  the  sun  and  of  fire.  He 
is  astonished  that  any  man  that  pretends  to  learning  should  at  this 
time  of  day  believe  this  groundless  story  and  abuse  of  the  Persians, 
a  calumny  which  has  been  cast  upon  them  by  the  Greek  historians, 
who  knew  nothing  of  the  Persians  or  their  religion  ;  and  refers  me 
to  Dr.  Hyde,  as  having  fully  confuted  this,  ana  proved,  beyond  all 
contradiction,  that  the  Medes  and  Persians,  from  their  very  first 
records,  had  never  been  idolaters.  But  Dr.  Hyde  himself  owns,  as 
hath  been  already  shown,  that  they  had  fallen  into  Sabaism  before 
the  days  of  Abraham,  and  after  being  reformed  by  hira,  relapsed 
into  it  again ;  and  Zoroaster  brought  in  another  reformation  among 
them  in  the  days  of  Darius  Hystaspes.  But,  after  all,  the  account 
Dr.  Hyde  gives  of  the  religion  of  the  ancient  Persians  is  far  from 
being  so  authentic  and  unexceptionable  as  this  writer  represents  it 
The  authorities  he  produces  are  chiefly  from  modem  rersian  or 
Arabian  writers,  scarce  any  of  them  above  five  or  six  hundred  years 
old,  or  from  the  declarations  of  the  present  priests  among  the 
Oaures  or  modem  worshippers  of  fire,  or  from  the  liturgies  and 
books  now  in  use  among  them  ;  which  carry  in  them  many  marks 
of  mixtures  taken  from  the  Jews,  Mahometans,  and  Christians. 
And  these  authorities  can  scarce  be  judged,  in  the  opinion  of  any 
impartial  unprejudiced  person,  to  preponderate  those  of  the  ancient 
Greek  and  Koman  writers,  who  gave  an  account  of  the  religion 
of  the  Persians  in  the  times  in  which  they  lived;  and  who, 
considering  the  correspondence  between  the  Greeks  and  Persians, 
before  and  after  the  conquest  made  by  Alexander,  and  afterwards 
between  the  Romans  and  Parthians,  could  hardly  be  supposed  so 
Ignorant  or  so  misinformed,  concerning  the  Persians  and  their 
religion,  as  the  learned  doctor  supposes.  And,  though  there  may  be 
some  variation  among  them,  yet  it  is  observable,  that  they  are  for 
the  most  part  very  uniform  in  the  accounts  they  give  of  the  religion 
of  the  ancient  Persians.  Mr.  Chapman  very  justly  observes,  that 
by  Dr.  Hyde's  own  acknowledgment,  we  know  nothing  of  the 
Persian  religion  while  Media  and  Persia  were  in  subjection  to  the 
Assyrian  for  above  a  thousand  years  together ;  and  that  after  the 
Medes  had  shook  off  the  Assyrian  yoke,  the  first  lawgiver  in 
religion  among  them  after  Zoroaster  was  Keyomaras;  and  what 
system  of  religion  his  was,  the  doctor  could  inform  us  from  no  better 
an  authority  than  Sharistbani,  a  modern  Arabian.  And  all  that 
Sharisthani  himself  knew  of  it  was  from  modern  Persians  or 
Indians ;  and  how  much  their  accounts  are  to  be  depended  upon, 
we  may  conclude  from  their  supposing  Keyomaras  to  be  the  first 
man  Adam,  see  Euseb.  p.  430.  And  if  what  our  author  himself  tells 
us  be  true,  that  the  Cuthites  or  Samaritans,  the  people  whom 
Assarhaddon  had  placed  about  Samaria,  were  Persians,  transplanted 
thither  out  of  the  northern  provinces  of  Persia,*  see  Lett,  to  Euseb. 

*  Dr.  Hjde  himself  obsenres, '  de  Relig.  yet.  Peraar.'  cap.  i.  p.  16,  *  That  Esarhaddon 
transplanted  into  Samaria  the  Medes,  Shushanites,  and  Elamites  or  Persians  ;  and  in« 
deed  these  are  expressly  mentioned  as  transplanted  thither,  Ezra  iv.  9  ;  and  by  comparinc^ 
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p.  52.  Here  is  a  proof  that  the  ancient  Peniians  were  icMaterd ; 
since  it  ib  manifest,  from  the  aceouaft  given  of  diem,  that  Iboee 
colonies  were  8o>  2  Kings  xTii.  30, 3U  33.  And  it  was  by  acqaaitf- 
tance  with  the  Jewish  law  that  they  were  turned  from  their  M^ 
latry,  and  at  length  had  as  great  an  arersion  to  it  as  the  Je^0»^ 
themselves.  '    '* 

This  writer  very  positively  pronounces  that  every  word  that  I 
had  said  about  the  Persian  and  Magian  reli^n  is  ftdse.  And 
whereas  I  had  observed,  that  the  mai»i  principle  of  the  MagiMt 
religion  was  the  acknowledgment  of  two  princi^des,  the  one  good 
and  the  other  evil»*  both  of  which  they  acknowledged  to  be  godB, 
and  to  both  they  paid  their  adorations :  he  answers,  that  diMr 
notion  of  the  two  principles  was  no  other  than  the  *  current  doctrine 
among  Jews  and  Christians  concerning  Grod  and  the  devil.  I  will 
erant  this^  if  he  can  prove  that  the  Jew»  or  Christians  vrorshipped 
Uke  devil,  as  the  Persians  did  the  evil  god  Arimamus.f  A  noted 
instance  we  have  of  this  in  Xerxes,  who»  as  Plutarch  informs  ua  in 
his  ^  Life  of  Tbemistocles/  pra;^  to  Arimanius,  that  all  his  ettemies 
might  ever  be  of  the  same  mind  with  the  Cheeks,  to  abuse  and 
expel  the  bravest  men  among  them»  Or,  if  he  eao  prove,  that  the 
Jews  or  Christians  held  the  being  of  two  chief  causes,  good  and 
evil,  out  of  the  mixture  of  which  all  things  were  made»  and  that 
there  is  a  perpetual  8trugg[le  between  the  good  and  evil  prineiples, 
sometimes  the  one  prevailing,  sometimes  the  other;  though,  it  is 
true,  they  hdd  that  the  good  principle  will  finally  be  vietonous^ 
and  the  evil  principle  be  overcome.  Zoroaster  indeed,  aceordiftgf  to 
Dr.  Prideaux,]:  introduced  a  superior  principle'  above  these  twoi 
But  this  was  a  reformation  in  the  religion  of  tne  Maeians.  And  if 
so,  it  may  be  justly  supposed  that  he  nad  learned  it  Irom  the  Jews^ 
with  whose  sacred  writings,  according  to  the  aooount  given  of  hMi) 
he  was  well  acquainted. 

Another  thing  I  had  said  concerning  the  ancient  Persians  and 
the  Magi  was,  tnat  they  worshipped  the  sun  aad  fire.<  Theauthcnr 
absolutely  denies  this,  and  affirms  that  diey  vrorshipped  the  one 
true  God  and  him  only.  But  I  scarce  know  any  thing  last  which  the 
best  ancient  writers  that  give  any  iu^count  of  the  PerstaM  and  their 
rel^ion,  are  more  universally  agreed  in  than  this,  4hat  they  paid 
an  adoration  to  the  aun  and  to  &re.§    Herodotus  had  travell^  ovet 


this  with  3  Kiags  zrii.  theroia  s  more  autbentio  pxoof  of  their  bttng  addicted  to  idolatry 
in  those  ancient  timea  than  any  testimony  that  can  be  produced  rdating  to  that  time  to 
Uie  contrary. 

*  Dr.  Hyde  acknowledges  that  many  of  the  Persians  maintained  that  these  two  prin- 
ciples were  co-eternal, '  De  Relig.  vet.  Pera/  pp.  164,  ^5,  and,  pTo)>ably  from  ihea» 
Manes,  who  was  a  Persian^  derived  his  doctrine. 

X  t  Platarch  expressly  affirms,  as  from  the  Persians  themselres,  that  they  wert  taught 
to  sacrifice  not  only  to  the  god  Oromaaes  but  to  the  evil  one  Arimaniue ;  to  tSie  one  for 
obtsinioe  good  things,  to  the  other  for  averting  evil.  See  *  Plutarch  de  laid,  et  Isirid.' 

X  Prideaux's  Connection,  part  i.  book  iv.  p.  M.  214,  215. 

$  Dr.  Hyde  himself,  notwithstanding  all  his  prejudices  in  favour  of  the  Peisiana, 
pwns  enough  to  fix  the  charge  upon  them  of  paying  an  undue  idolatroua  veneratios  to 
the  sun  and  planets.    He  acknowledges,  that  to  the  true  religion  they  added  Sabaisaa» 
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several  of  the  Persian  provinces  to  collect  materials  for  his  history ; 
and  his  accounts  of  the  ancient  Persians  and  tbeir  rriigion  in  his 
time  are  much  more  to  be  depended  on  than  those  of  the  modera 
Persian  writers,  who  are  extremely  inaecorate,  and  full  of  blunders 
and  inconsistencies  in  what  relates  to  the  ancient  history  and 
chronology  of  the  Persians.  And  he  expressly  affirms  that  they 
worshippeci  the  sun  ;  and  that  they  sacrificed  not  <mly  to  the  sun, 


giyiDg  too  mach  veneration  to  the  Btan  and  elements,  lee  '  De  Relig.  yet  Pen.'  ctp.  i. 
p.  3,  and  cap.  riii.  p.  154.  He  obeenres  fVom  Sbarutani«  that  there  were  two  sorts  of 
Sabians,  the  one  better,  vis.  the  worshippers  of  the  planets  or  stars^  the  other  wone,  vis. 
the  worshippers  of  idols  or  images,  and  that  the  Persians  were  of  the  formei*  sort,  cap.  i. 
p.  5,  cap.  iii.  p.  88.  He  saith  uiat  the  worship  the  Persians  paid  the  planets  was  iaun». 
diate*  and  not  by  images  as  the  Sabians ;  where  he  owns  the  Persians  paid  a  worship  te 
the  planets,  though  be  calls  it  a  civil  worship,  cap.  iii.  p.  98.  He  observes,  that  though 
Xerxes  destrojed  the  other  Grecian  temples  snd  altars,  yet  he  spared  the  Delian  temple 
of  Apollo  and  the  temple  at  Epfaesos  ;  because  the  former  was  aedicated  to  the  son,  the 
latter  to  Diana  or  the  moon,  cap.  iii.  p.  98.  He  owns  that  in  the  military  prooeasions  oC 
the  Persians  thej  carried  the  image  of  the  mm,  and  did  not  march  till  after  sun  rising, 
that  they  might  first  pay  a  due  respect  to  the  sun,  whose  favourable  aspect Uiej  thought 
miffht  be  of  advantage  to  them,  p.  lil.  He  acknowledges  that  they  prostrated  themselves 
before  the  fire,  and  paid  a  great  veneratioB  to  it,  aa  a  pore' thing,  rep^senting  the  planet 
Msra  in  colour  and  God  in  purity,  an^  therefore  the  holy  fire^  kept  in  their  temple,  was 
called  the  fire  of  Mars,  p.  11.  It  is  true  he  affirms,  as  I  have  just  now  observed,  that 
the  worship  they  paid  to  the  fire  and  to  the  sun  was  only  a  civil  wonhip ;  but  I  cannot 
see  bow  this  can  be  defonded,  for  it  was  not  upoft-a  civil,  but  upon-  a  religioiM  account, 
that  thej  worahipped  the  sun  and  the  fire.  The  worship  they  paid  them  was  in  their 
solemn  sacred  ceremonies  and  acts  of  religion.  All  that  can  be  gathered  from  the 
aocount  the  doctor  gives  us  is,  that  thej  ^d  not  regard  them  as  the  only  or  supreme 
deitj ;  and  that  the  worship  ther  rendered  to  them  was  a  relative  worship,  or  a  suborr 
dinate  religions  worship.  And  if  this  be  allowed  to  be  an  excuse,  it  will  excuse  the 
wonhip  paid  by  other  neathens  to  images,  as  well  as  the  worship  paid  by  the  Persians 
to  the  fire  ;  since  the  more  learned  among  them  made  use  of  the  rery  same  pretences  to 
defend  tiiemselves,  see  *  Mro.  Tyr.  Dist.^38^  '  Jalian.  Oper.'  pp.  53*/,  5, 39,  *  Varro  apad 
August,  de  Civit  Dei*  lib.  vii.  cap.  5,  and  I  cannot  but  think  the  reflection  of  Clemeos 
Alexandrinus  a  vexy  just  one ;  who,  after  having  observed  that  the  Magi  and  Persians 
worahipped  fire,  and  that  they  look  upon  water  and  fire  as  the  only  images  of  the  gods, 
blames  them  for  their  ignoraneew  Whilst  they  think  they  flee  from  error,  says  he,  Uiey 
6J1  into  another  delusion.  They  <lo  not  suppose  wood  and  stones  to  be  images  of  the 
gods  as  the  Greeks*  nor  the  Ibis  Ichneumon,  as  the  Egyptians ',  but  fire  add  water,  as 
the  philosophera.  And  then  he  observes  diat,  in  process  of  time,  they  worahipped  images 
in  a  human  form,  see  '  Clem.  Alex.  Protrapt.'  pi  43,  edit.  Paris,  1641..  We  kam  from 
Plutarch,  that  Artaxerxes  Mnemon  prostrated  himself  before  the  stdtue  of  Juno,  anfi 
offered  up  prayera*  and  caused  many  rich  offerings  to  be  made  to  her  for  the  recovery  of 
Atopa.  And  he  also  tells  us  of  a  temple  at  Ecbatana,  in  whioh  Aspasia,  by  the  order  of 
Artaxerxes,  was  made  a  priestess  to  Diana  Anitis,  see  *  Pint,  in  Axtaser.'  And  he  these 
also  informs  us  of  a  temple  in  the  citv  of  Pasai^atis,  dedicated  to  a  goddess  who  prar 
sides  in  war,  whom  he  does  not  name,  but  coiyectorea  to  be  the  very  same  with  Bfinerva, 
into  which  temple  the  Pereian  kings  wera  wont  to  enter  befora  they  were  crowned  by 
the  priests.  Dr.  Hyde  indeed  will  not  allow  that  the  Panics  wonbipped  either  Junp 
or  Diana,  though  tlie  oontraij  seema  plain  from  many  testimonies  of  the  ancients  con- 
cerning Diana  Persica,  vid  m>m  several  inscriptions  on  coins :  but  by  Antis,  whom 
Plutarch  mentions,  he  saya  is  to  be  understood  the  planet  Tonus.  He  acknowledges  that 
Artaxerxes  ordered  the  stetue  of  Venus  to  be  worshipped,  and  temples  and  ^rieeU  to  bo 
coBseczated  to  her ;  and  that  the  worahip  of  V^nus  continued  among  the  Persians.beyond 
the  time  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes.  He  goes  on  to  tell  us  the  Persian  names  of  Venus, 
and  says  he  has  not  found  that  they  had  any  other  statues  than  that  6f  Venus,  see  *  Hyde 
de  Relig.  vet.  Xera.'  cap.  iii.  pp.  90 — 93. 

By  aU  these  things  we  may  judve  whether  the  ancient  Persians  were  such  enemies  to 
idolatry  as  our  author  represents  them ;  and  whether  it  be  likely  that  it  was  from  them 
that  the  Jews  learned  their  utter  aversion  to  all  idolatry ;  all  the  different  kinds  and 
Jbrms  of  which,  and  those  in  use  among  the  Persians  as  well  aa  the  rest,  were  strictly 
forbidden  in  the  Jewish  sacred  writings,  and  represented  as  highly  displeasing  to  God. 
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bnt  to  the  moon,  earth,  fire,  water,  and  the  winds;  and  had  done 
so  from  ancient  times.  'Herod/  lib.  i.  cap.  131.  And  he  introduces  this 
account  by  saying,  lUptrag  ilia  v6^onji  rounKp^tofiivog  *  I  know  that 
the  Persians  use  these  laws  or  customs.'   And  again  he  concludes 
his  account  of  the  Persian   customs,  with  saying,    *  That  these 
things   he    knew   to    be    true,   and    could    undoubtedly  affirm.' 
Xenophon,   who  had    been   in   Asia,    and    attended    Cyrus   the 
younger,  and  who  was  no  stranger  to  the  Persian  customs,  in  his 
ascent  of  Cyrus,  speaks  of  horses  dedicated  to  the  sun,  lib.  iv., 
and   many  ancient  writei's  mention  the  same  custom  among  the 
Persians.    And  this  had  been  of  long  standing  among  those  that 
paid   an   idolatrous   worship  to  the   sun,  of  which   we  have   an 
instance,  2  Kings  xxiii.  5 — 11,  where  we  read  of  horses  dedicated 
to  the  sun  by  some  of  the  idolatrous  kings  of  Judah,  which,  with 
the  priests  that  burnt  incense  to  the  sun,  were  exterminated  by 
that  reforming  king,  Josiah.  The  same  Xenophon,  in  his '  Cyropsedia 
tells  us,  that  horses  were  sacrificed  to  the  sun,  and  certain  victims 
killed  to  the  earth,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Magi ;  and 
represents    Cyrus  as   sacrificing  on  the  summit  of  a   mountain, 
according  to  the  custom  of  his  country,  to  Jove  paternal,  and  the 
sun,  &c.  and  as  offering  a  prayer  to  him.    Strabo,  in  his  account  of 
the  Persians,  affirms,  that  they  worshipped  the  sun  and  that  they 
prayed  to  the  fire.  And  concerning  the  Caramanians,  or  inhabitants 
of  Kerinan,  a  province  of  Persia,  observes  that  they  sacrificed  an 
ass  to  Mars, '  Ueograph.'  lib.  xv.     Dr.  Hyde  indeed  denies  this, 
because  the   Persians  do  not  think   Mare  a  god,  *  de  Rel.  vet. 
Persar.'  cap.  3  p.  89.     This  may  be  very  true  of  the  modem 
Persians ;  but  he  produces  no  authority  to  show  that  the  ancient 
Persians  did  not  look  upon  Mars  as  a  deity.    And  it  appears  firom 
his  own  account,  that  they  had  a  particular  veneration   for  the 
planet  Mars,  and  called  their  holy  fire  the  fire  of  Mars.  Q.  Curtiusi 
therefore,  speaks  very  agreeably  to  the  ancient  customs   of  the 
Persians,   when   he  represents    Darius,    before    his  battle    with 
Alexander,  as  invoking  the  sun,  moon,  and  the  eternal  fires.     The 
account  Suidas  ^ves  of  the  Persians  in  what  the  ancient  writers 
generally  agree  in,  that  they  thought  the  sun  to.  be  Mithras,  to 
whom  they  oifered  many  sacrifices.    That  the  Persians  worshipped 
the  sun  under  the  name  of  Mithras  was  so  well  known,  that  the 
Comans,  who  frequently  adopted  the  woi*ship  of  other  nations,  did, 
in  imitation  of  them,  pay  a  religious  worship  to  the  sun  under  the 
name  of  Mithras.  Hence  there  are  altars  and  coins  with  inscriptions 
to  '  god  the  sun,  the  invincible  Mithras  ;'  to  *  the  sun,  the  invincible 
Mithras;*  to  *  the  most  holy  sun,'  &c.  *   Deo  Soli  Invicto  Mithrae; 
et  soli  invicto  MithrsB ;  et  sanctissimo  soli,  8cc.  et  numini  invicto 
soli  Mithrae  Ara.'  Some  of  the  Persian  kings,  particularly  Sapores, 
persecuted   the  Christians   because  they  refused    to  worship  the 
sun  ;  and  Sozames  informs  us  concerning  Ushazanes,  who  had  for- 
merly been  preceptor  to  Sapores,  that  having  in  compliance  with 
the  King,  worshipped  the  sun,  he  afterwards  fell  into  a  deep  sorrow 
on  the  account  of  it ;  and  being  asked  by  the  king  the  reason  of 
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bis  sadness,  he  said  to  him,  *  It  grieves  me  that  I  live  and  see  the 
sun,  when  I  deserved  to  have  died  long  ago ;  since  for  thy  sake, 
against  the  judgment  of  my  own  mind,  I  have  worshipped  the  sun, 
rbv  T)Atov  irpoo'eK^vtjo'a.'     See  Sozomen  Hist.  Eccles.  lib.  ii.  cap.  8, 

*  Niceph.  Hist.  Eccles.  lib.  viii.  cap.  36.  Dr.  Hyde  indeed  expressly 
denies  that  the  Persians  ever  called  the  fire  or  the  sun  Grod,  or 
that  they  ever  prayed  to  it  or  worshipped  it  with  intention  as  God. 

*  De  Relig.  vet.  Pers.'  cap.  1,  p.  14.  But  he  owns  that  by  Mithras 
they  understood  the  sun ;  and  that  the  Persians  regarded  Mithras 
as  a  god,  comes  to  us  with  as  concurring  an  evidence  as  any  thing 
in  all  antiquity.  Nor  has  the  learned  doctor  any  authority  to 
produce  against  it  but  the  testimony  of  the  modem  Oaures  and 
Persian  priests,  who  deny  that  they  worship  the  sun  or  any  but 
God  alone,  cap.  1.  pp.  6,  9,  12,  cap.  4.  p.  108.  But  we  are  not  to 
confound  the  religion  of  the  modern  Gaures  with  that  of  the 
ancient  Persians  or  Magians,  as  several  learned  persons  are  of 
opinion  Dr.  Hyde  has  too  much  done.  It  seems  manifest,  as  I 
have  already  hinted,  from  the  accounts  given  us  of  the  Gaures,  that 
there  are  several  things  in  their  religion,  considered  in  its  present 
state,  which  have  been  taken  from  the  Jews  and  Christians,  ac- 
cording to  the  account  Dr.  Hyde  himself  gives  us  of  that  Zoroaster, 
from  whom  they  pretend  to  derive  their  religion ;  he  had  read  the 
Jewish  Scriptures,  and  his  religion  had  in  it  a  great  mixture  of 
Judaism,  because  he  mixed  some  of  the  Mosaic  rites  and  usages 
with  the  religion  of  the  Magians.  But  if  he  did  so,  it  only  proves 
the  high  veneration  he  had  for  the  law  of  Moses.  And  it  may  rea- 
sonably be  concluded  that  from  that  law  he  derived  more  excellent 
notions  of  God  and  of  his  worship,  and  was  thereby  enabled  to 
reform  the  notions  the  Persians  entertained  of  the  Deity,  and  to 
bring  them  from  their  grosser  idolatiy  to  a  greater  refinement  in 
their  worship. 

This  writer  will  have  Esdras  the  prophet,  whom  he  tells  us  Zo^ 
roaster  served,  and  whom  he  supposes  to  be  the  author  of  the 
second  book  of  Esdras,  to  be  a  different  person  from  Ezra  the  scribe. 
But  it  is  manifest,  that  the  author  of  the  second  book  of  Esdras 
pretends  to  be  the  same  with  Ezra  the  scribe,  as  appears  from  the 
account  he  gives  of  himself,  2  Esdras  i.  1,  2,  compared  with  Ezra 
vii.  1,  &c.  I  would  observe  by  the  way,  that  our  author  pretends 
here  to  have  a  very  good  opinion  of  the  second  book  of  Esdras ; 
and  he  tells  us,  p.  212,  that  *  Zoroaster,  as  all  the  Persian  and 
Arabian  writers  agree,  had  been  a  servant  in  his  younger  years  to 
the  prophet  Esdras.*  This  indeed  is  carrying  it  too  rar;  for  it  is 
not  true  that  all  the  Persian  and  Arabian  writers  agree  in  this. 
Some  of  the  Persian  writers  tell  us,  that  Zoroaster  was  a  disciple  of 
the  prophets  Elijah  and  Elisha.  Others  say  that  it  was  one  of  the 
disciples  of  the  prophet  Jeremiah  with  whom  he  served.  And  Dr. 
Hyde,  with  whom  agrees  Dr.  Prideaux,  thinks  it  is  most  likely  that 
he  served  the  prophet  Daniel.*   But  allowing  our  authors  account, 

*  Concerning  this,  the  reader  may  consalt  Dr.  Prideaux's  Connection,  part  I,  book 
ir.  pp.  t«4,  ««5. 
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that  he  had  been  a  servant  to  Ezra,  then  it  may  be  jastly  concluded^ 
that  Zoroaster  learned  many  things  in  his  religion  under  Ezra,  that 
great  restorer  of  the  Jewish  state.  So  that,  according  to  this  ac* 
count,  instead  of  pretending  that  the  Jews  learned  their  religion 
from  the  Persians,  it  may  with  much  greater  reason  be  allied, 
that  the  Persians  learned  their  religion  firom  the  Jews  in  these 

Kints,  in  which  Zoroaster  reformed  the  ancient  religion  of  the 
agians.*  Our  author  seems  aware  of  this,  and  therefore,  though 
he  sometimes  speaks  with  great  respect  of  Zoroaster,  as  an  eminent 
reformer  and  law-giver,  yet  at  other  times  he  thinks  fit  to  represent 
him  as  having  rather  corrupted  than  reformed  the  ancient  Magian 
religion ;  he  had  mentioned  it  before,  p.  145,  as  if  it  was  a  genuine 
prophecy  written  about  400  years  before  Christ  And  the  reason  is 
very  evident;  it  is  because  he  would  insinuate,  that  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  apostles  learned  their  doctrines  concerning  the  resur- 
rection and  the  last  judgment,  and  a  state  of  future  rewards  and 
punishments,  from  that  book ;  and  that  they  have  revealed  nothing 
to  the  world  on  these  heads,  but  what  was  as  plainly  and  expressly 
contained  in  that  book  before.  And  accordingly  he  tells  us,  that 
*  the  twenty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth  chapters  of  St.  Matthew's  gos- 
pel are  a  plain  transcript  out  of  this  prophet,  and  a  great  part  of  it 
almost  verbatim,' p.  212.  The  reader  could  not  but  know  before 
this  how  little  this  writer's  confident  assertions  are  to  be  depended 
upon,  and  here  is  another  manifest  instance  of  it.  As  to  the  twen- 
ty-fifth chapter  of  Matthew,  there  is  not  the  least  foundation  for 
this  pretence.  There  is  something  said  concerning  the  future  judg- 
ment, 2  Esdras  vii.  30 — 36 ;  but  it  is  so  far  from  being  almost 
verbatim  the  same  with  the  account  given  of  it  by  our  Saviour, 
Matt.  XXV.  that  it  is  as  different  from  it  as  any  two  passages  relating 
to  that  future  judgment  can  well  be  supposed  to  be.  And  though 
there  are  some  passages  in  this  apocrypnal  book,  chap.  vi.  24—28, 
ix.  3,  xiii.  29 — 38,  that  bear  a  likeness  to  some  expressions  made 
use  of  by  our  Saviour  in  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  of  Matthew^ 

*  Dr.  Hyde,  who  is  our  author's  orsde,  plainly  affirms,  that  the  religion  of  the  Perw 
sians  agrees  in  many  things  with  the  Jewish,  and  that  a  considerable  part  of  it  waa 
taken  from  it.  It  is  part  of  the  title  of  his  tenth  chapter  ;  *  Persarum  religio  in  muitis 
oonvenit  cum  Judaica,  et  magna  ex  parte  ab  ea  desumpta  fuit/  And  indeed  this  is  »• 
oontestably  true,  if  understood  of  the  Persian  religion  as  laid  down  in  the  book  Ziead, 
which  they  believe  was  compiled  by  Zerdusht  or  Zoroaster ;  concerning  which,  the 
reader  may  consult  tlie  account  Dr.  Prideaux  gives  of  it  from  Dr.  Hyde.  SeisPrideaux's 
Connect,  part  I.  book  iv.  A.  M.  Sf  5.  But  I  must  own,  I  cannot  think  the  religioD 
taught  ic  that  book  was  the  religion  of  the  Persians  so  long  since  as  the  days  of  Darius 
Hystaspes,  in  whose  reign  it  is  pretended  this  Zerdusht  lived  and  wrote  this  book.  If 
this  was  the  case,  I  cannot  see  upon  what  foundation  Hsman  could  procure  a  decree  from 
Artaxerxes,  for  extirpating  the  Jews,  under  a  pretence  that  they  were  a  people '  whose 
laws  V ere  diverse  from  all  people,'  EsUier  iii.  8 ;  since,  according  to  this  account,  the 
religion  of  the  Persians,  and  which  was  professed  by  the  king  and  oourt  and  all  the  no- 
bility (see  Prid.  i6id.  p.  225),  had  before  that  time  adopted  most  of  the  Jewish  rites 
and  institutions,  wherebv  they  were  peculiarly  distinp;uished  from  other  natiou.  It 
seems  therefore  to  me,  that  the  book  is  not  of  such  antiquity  as  is  supposed  ;  or  at  least 
the  religion  there  contained  did  not  become  the  national  religion  of  the  Persians  till 
long  after ;  and  that  therefore  no  certain  argument  can  be  produced  from  that  book, 
much  less  from  the  authority  of  the  modem  Persians,  to  show  what  was  the  religion  of 
the  Persians  in  the  most  ancient  times. 
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yet  to  ptetend  that  the  twenty-fourth  chapter  b(  Matthew^  and  our 
Saviour's  admirable  predictions  there  concerning  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem  and  the  calamities  that  were  coming  on  the  Jewish  na^ 
tion,  is  plainly  a  transcript  out  of  the  second  book  of  Esdras,  will 
appear  to  any  one  that  carefully  compares  them,  to  be  so  wild  and 
extravagant  an  assertion,  that  tew  but  this  writer  would  have  ven*- 
tured  upon  it.  The  compiler  of  the  second  book  of  Esdras  has 
indeed  manifest  allusions  to  several  passa^  in  the  New  Testament, 
not  only  in  the  Evangelists,  but  in  St.  Paul's  epistles,  and  in  the 
Revelations  of  St  John ;  and  it  is  evident  to  any  one  that  reads  that 
book,  that  it  was  foiled  after  the  time  of  our  Saviour,  see  particu- 
larly chap.  vii.  28,  29.  And  this  apocryphal  piece,  which  is  of 
no  authority,  which  never  was  known  or  acknowledged  among  the 
Jews,  as  it  must  have  been  if  it  had  been  the  genuine  work  of 
Esdras ;  which  has  several  absurdities  and  falsehoods  in  it,  and  is 
rejected  by  all  the  learned  as  spurious  ;  this  is  what  our  author,  in 
his  great  kindness  to  Christianity,  would  put  upon  the  world  as  an 
original,  from  whence  the  gospel-doctrines  taught  by  our  Saviour 
concerning  the  resurrection,  a  future  judgment,  8cc.  are  taken. 

But  to  return  to  the  account  he  gives  us  of  Zoroaster,  he  observes, 
that  he  thought '  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  would  only  be  be- 
tween death  and  the  resurrection ;  at  which  time  he  supposed,  that 
being  thoroughly  purged  and  cleansed  from  their  sins,  they  would 
be  restored  to  happiness,  pp.  2,  14.  I  do  not  khow  any  occasion  he 
has  to  mention  tnis  here,  but  that  he  may  vent  his  spleen  against 
Christianity  with  respect  to  the  endless  punishment  of  the  wicked 
in  a  future  state.  This  is  a  doctrine  taught  by  our  Saviour,  who 
has  expressly  declared  that  the  wicked  ^  shsdl  go  away  into  everlasting 
punishment.'  But  this  writer  thinks  fit  to  represent  this  doctrine 
as  a  piece  of  diabolism,  and  as  owing  to  the  malice  of  the  Jews, 
who  it  seems  invented  this  'eternal,  implacable,  and  inexorable 
revenge,  and  herein  worshipped  the  devil  more  effectually  tlian  ever 
the  Persians  did«'  And  he  calls  it  an  '  establishing  the  eternal 
dominion  of  the  devil  in  hell  over  the  far  greater  part  of  God*s  crea- 
tures.* An  odd  way  this  of  establishing  the  devil's  dominion,  to 
say,  that  he  shall  be  eternally  punished,  and  be  distinguished  above 
others  by  the  greatness  of  his  punishment,  as  he  is  by  his  crimes. 
But  we  are  never  to  expect  a  fair  representation  from  this  writer  of 
any  fact  or  any  doctrine  where  revelation  is  concerned.  I  do  Hot 
wonder  at  the  aversion  some  people  show  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
perpetual  punishment  of  the  wicked,  which  is  what  no  good  man 
needs  to  be  afraid  of.  But  this  we  may  plainly  see,  that  our  au- 
thor's pretended  zeal  for  the  doctrine  of  a  judgment  to  come,  and  h 
state  of  future  retributions  with  which  he  makes  a  mighty  parade 
when  it  is  for  his  purpose  to  do  so,  come  to  very  little ;  since  he 
takes  care  to  reduce  tne  punishment  of  the  wicked  within  such 
narrow  bounds,  as  if  generally  believed,  would  tend  m  a  great  mea- 
sure to  free  them  from  their  terrors ;  in  which,  what  real  advantage 
he  can  propose  to  mankind  or  to  the  cause  of  virtue,  is  hard  to  see« 
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Celsus  himself,  as  I  had  occasion  to  obserre^*  was  so  sensible  of  the 
usefulness  and  importance  of  that  doctrine  which  our  author  sets 
himself  to  expose,  that  he  was  loth  Christianity  should  have  the 
honour  of  it,  but  asserted  it  as  a  common  notion  that  obtained  al- 
most among  all  mankind.  Nor  is  it  true  that  Zoroaster  himself 
absolutely  denied  the  everlasting  torments  of  the  wicked.  He  taught, 
as  Dr.  Prideaux  informs  us  from  the  Persian  writers,  that  at  the 
end  of  the  world  after  the  judgment,  the  angel  of  darkness  and  his 
disciples  should  go  into  a  world  of  their  own,  where  they  shall  suffer 
in  everlasting  darkness  the  punishment  of  their  evil  deeds.f  And 
this  writer  himself,  though  here  he  thinks  fit  to  give  it  as  the  doc- 
trine of  Zoroaster,  that  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  would  only  be 
between  death  and  the  resurrection ;  at  which  time  they  wouldf  be 
restored  to  happiness ;  yet  in  his  letter  to  Eusebius,  he  represents 
it  as  the  doctrme  of  Zoroaster,  from  whom  the  Jews  and  Moham- 
med received  it,  that  some  of  the  wicked  at  least  would  be '  pun- 
ished in  hell  for  ever,  or  to  all  eternity.*  See  Let.  to  Euseb.  pp.  43, 
44.t 

He  had  expressly  affirmed  in  his  former  book,  that  from  the  days 
of  Moses  to  the  time  of  Ezra,  which  was  a  period  of  about  eleven 
hundred  years,  the  '  whole  nation  of  the  Jews  had  been  deistical 
materialists  or  Sadducees;'  and  that  they  never  embraced  the  doc- 
trines of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  the  resurrection  of  the  body, 
a  final  judgment,  and  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments, 
till  they  received  them  from  the  Persians  after  the  captivity.  I 
showed  the  contrary  from  several  testimonies  in  the  sacr^  writings. 
He  has  not  thought  proper  to  consider  any  one  of  those  testimonies, 
but  pronounces  very  magisterially,  that  all  Uhat  I  have  offered  on 
this  subject  is  such  a  run  of  poor  systematical  stuff,  that  it  deserves 
no  notice,  p.  215.  But  I  doubt  not  he  had  a  much  better  reason 
for  taking  no  notice  of  it,  and  that  is,  that  he  found  himself  not 
able  to  answer  the  evidence  that  was  brought.  It  will  be  easily 
acknowledged,  that  the  immortality  of  the  soul  and  a  future  state 
is  not  so  clearly  and  expressly  revealed  and  inculcated  in  the  Old 
Testament,  as  it  is  under  the  New ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that 
therefore  it  was  not  known  or  believed  at  all ;  which  yet  seems  to  be 
the  course  of  this  writer's  argument.  And  as  to  what  he  adds,  that 
David  would  not  have  been  at  such  a  loss  to  account  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  wicked  and  the  sufferings  of  good  men  in  this  life,  had 
he  known  any  thing  of  a  future  state  of  retribution,  this  is  not  a 
necessary  consequence .     For  even  allowing  a  future  state  of  retri- 

*  See  Divine  Authority,  p.  282. 

t  Prid.  Connect,  part  I.  book  iy.  pp.  21,  4. 

I  Dr.  H^de,  in  his  preface  to  his  book,  '  de  Relig.  vet  Fen,*  speaking  of  the  book 

Sadder,  which  he  represents  as  a  book  of  great  authoritj,  extracted  out  of  the  works  of 

Zerdnsht  or  Zoroaster,  and  containing  an  authentic  account  of  his  doctrines,  obsenres, 

*  that  it  appoints  hell  and  eternal  damnation  as  the  punishment  for  all  sins.'    See  also  to 

the  same  purpose,  cap.  xxxiii.  pp.  402,  439,  where  the  reader  may  find  a  passage  in  the 

book  Sadder,  in  wbico  those  who  hare  done  evil  works  are  represented  as  kept  in  a  'state 

.  of  cenflnement  and  punishment  to  all  eternity/ 
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buttons,  there  will  still  be  a  great  and  real  difficulty  in  accounting 
for  the  present  dispensations  of  divine  providence.  The  grievous 
calamities  that  often  befal  good  men,  and  the  prosperity  of  tyrants 
and  unjust  oppressors,  have  often  puzzled  contemplative  persons 
that  have  firmly  believed  future  retributions.  And  under  the  Mo- 
saical  economy,  where  there  were  more  express  promises  of  temporal 
blessings  to  the  righteous,  the  difficulty  was  considerably  height- 
ened. But  that  David  did  believe  a  future  state,  and  comfort  him- 
self with  the  prospect  of  it,  appears  from  the  testimonies  I  pro- 
duced, and  to  whicn  this  writer  has  nothing  to  reply.  With  respect 
to  the  celebrated  passage  in  Job,  which  he  mentions,  it  cannot, 
without  the  utmost  constraint,  be  interpreted  of  a  mere  restoration 
to  his  former  temporal  prosperity.  The  expressions  are  as  strong 
to  signify  a  resurrection  of  tne  body  as  can  well  be  supposed ;  nor 
do  I  see  any  expressions  he  could  have  made  use  of  to  signify  this, 
but  what  might  have  been  as  easily  evaded  as  these.* 

Our  author  concludes  this  section  with  telling  us  what  mighty 
things  he  could  do  if  he  pleased,  to  destroy  the  authority  of  the 
book  of  Daniel.  But  it  seems  '  the  errors  of  that  book  are  too 
many  and  too  gross  to  be  insisted  on  -*  and  therefore  he  passes 
them  over  in  his  tenderness,  as  it  is  to  be  supposed,  to  the  autnority 
of  the  sacred  writings.  Only  he  gives  us  a  hint,  that  the  Daniel 
that  was  taken  captive  the  first  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  could  not  be 
the  same  person  with  that  Daniel  who  decided  the  case  between 
Susannah  and  the  elders  seventy-seven  years  after.  Those  that 
stand  up  for  the  authority  of  that  story,  suppose  it  happened  at  the 
very  time  of  the  Babylonish  captivity,  many  years  before  the  time 
this  writer  is  pleased  to  fix  for  it.  But  if  that  story  of  Susannah 
be  inconsistent  with  what  is  said  in  the  book  of  Daniel,  it  proves 
nothing  against  the  authority  of  that  book  ;  it  only  proves  that  that 
story  is  not  to  be  depended  on,  which  is  of  small  authority,  and 
never  was  acknowledged  by  the  Jews  as  belonging  to  the  book  of 
Daniel. 

*  See  cODoeming  this.  Bishop  Sherlock's  Use  and  Intent  of  Prophecj,  dissert,  t,  and 
Alb.  Scholten's  late  Tery  learned  commentary  on  Job. 
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CHAPTER  X, 

The  resloriDg  the  kmgdom  to  Israel  in  a  temporal  sense,  and  the  bringing  all  nations 
into  subjection  to  the  Jews,  not  an  essential  character  of  the  Messiah  according  to 
the  prophets.  What  he  offers  to  prore  that  the  apostles  were  not  under  an  infal- 
lible guidance  examined.  His  account  of  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holj  Ghost, 
ijnd  especially  the  strange  and  absurd  representation  he  makes  of  the  gifts  of  tongues, 
considered  and  exposed.  Concerning  the  power  of  working  miracles  in  the  aposto- 
lical age.  It  did  not  depend  upon  those  that  had  this  power,  to  make  use  of  it  as 
they  themseW^a  please4  fo?  the  propagation  of  e^ror  as  weU  s/b  truth. 

OuB  author  begins  ^his  eighth  section,  with  assuring  his  reader 
that  my  '  twelfth  chapter,  and  almost  every  thing  that  follows  to 
the  end  of  the  book,  is  little  more  than  one  continued  rant.'  And 
be  had  better  have  content^  himself  with  some  such  general 
answers  as  thi?  to  my  whole  book,  which  would  have  been  very 
near  as  enlightening  to  the  world,  as  the  book  he  has  now  written. 
But  after  abusing  me  for  near  a  pa^e  together,  he  comes  to  vindi- 
cate what  he  had  said  concerning  .^sus's  disclaiming  his  bein^  the 
Jewish  prophetic  Messiah.  He  had  expressly  declared,  that  Jesus 
renounced  his  being  the  Messiah  in  the  sense  of  the  prophets,  and 
that  he  died  upon  that  renunciation.  I  shewed,  on  the  contrary, 
that  Jesus  did  all  along,  during  the  whole  course  of  bis  personal 
ministry,  on  all  proper  occasions,  declare  himself  to  be  the  Christ 
or  Messiah :  that  he  commended  the  faith  of  those  who  owned  biox 
to  be  such :  that  at  his  death  he  avowed  it  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  before  the  high  priest,  and  the  whole  Jewish  council :  that 
it  was  a  truth  which  he  sealed  with  his  blood  :  that  after  his  resur- 
rection he  inculcated  this  upon  his  disciples :  and  that  whereas 
they  were  commissioned  to  preach  the  gospel  to  all  nations,  this 
was  one  great  article  of  the  gospel  which  they  preached  to  the 
world,  under  the  direction  of  his  Spirit  There  is  nothing  in  all 
this  but  what  every  man  knows  to  be  true  who  has  ever  read  the 
Mew  Testament  And  yet  this  writer  still  insists  upon  it,  that  not 
only* Jesus  was  not  the  Messiah  according  to  the  prophets ;  (for  if 
he  had  said  no  more  than  this,  he  had  acted  the  part  of  an  unbe- 
lieving Jew,  which  we  should  not  have  much  wondered  at)  but 
would  face  the  world  down  by  dint  of  assurance,  contrary  to  plain 
fact  that  Jesus  himself  disclaimed  and  renounced  his  being  the 
Messiah  foretold  by  the  prophets.  The  only  argument  he  brings 
for  it  is  this,  '  that  the  Messiah,  according  to  the  prophets,  was  to 
be  a  great  temporal  prince,  and  to  restore  the  kingdom  to  the 
house  of  David ;  whereas  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  disclaimed  all 
such  temporal  power,  and  declared  before  Pilate  that  his  kingdom 
was  not  of  this  world.'  But  it  doth  not  follow  from  our  Saviour's 
declaring,  that  *his  kingdom  was  not  of  this  world,'  that  therefore 
he  disclaimed  his  being  the  Messiah  foretold  by  the  prophets, 
vhen  we  have  his  own  most  express  declvations  that  he  was  so. 
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All  that  followa  from  it  is  this,  that  since  it  was  manifest  that  he 
all  along  to  his  death,  declared  himself  to  be  the  Christ  foretold  by 
the  prophets,  and  yet  did  also  declare,  that  his  kingdom  was  not 
of  a  worldly  nature,  and  that  he  was  not  a  temporal  prince  in  op- 
position to  Caesar ;  and  therefore,  if  our  Saviour  may  be  allowed  to 
be  a^ood  jud^e  of  the  true  sense  and  intention  of  these  prophecies, 
the  Messiah  there  spoken  of  was  not  to  be  merely  a  temporal 
prince,  nor  his  kingdom  to  be  like  the  kingdoms  of  this  world, 
established  for  secular  worldly  purposes.  It  is  true,  that  the  Jews 
did  then  generally  understand  ttie  prophecies  in  a  different  sense« 
They  expected  a  Messiah,  that  was  to  be  a  national  deliverer  of 
Israel,  and  to  raise  them  to  a  mighty  degree  of  power  and  domi- 
nion above  the  Gentiles.  And  our  author  in  this  takes  the  part  of 
the  Jews  against  our  Saviour.  In  his  language,  to  be  the  Messiah 
in  the  Jewish  national  sense,  and  in  the  prophetical  sense,  is  the 
same  thing.  See  Mor.  Phil.  Vol.  I.  p.  331.  To  be  the  Messiah, 
and  to  be  the  'national  Deliverer  and  Saviour  of  the  Jews,  and  the 
restorer  of  the  kingdom  to  Israel,'  in  a  temporal  sense,  are  with  him 
terms  of  the  same  signification,  pp.  349,  350.  And  accordingly  he 
affirms  over  and  over,  that  the  Jewish  Christians  universally  be- 
lieved in  Christ  only  as  'their  national  restorer  and  deliverer/  p. 
367,  and  as  'the  hope  and  salvation  of  Israel  only,  or  as  the  re- 
storer of  their  kingdom.'  p.  377.  This  was  the  idea  he  gave  of  the 
Messiah  and  his  kingdom  in  his  former  book  ;  and  he  frequently 
repeats  it  in  this.  He  expressly  again  and  again  declares  it  to  be 
an  essential  character  of  the  Messiah,  accordmg  to  the  prophets, 
that  he  was  to  be  a  conquering  prince  of  the  house  of  David,  and 
the  founder  of  a  glorious  temporal  kingdom ;  that  he  was  to  subdue 
all  other  nations,  and  bring  tnem  into  subjection  to  the  Jews  to 
rebuild  the  temple  in  a  more  splendid  magnificent  manner  than 
ever ;  and  to  restore  their  ancient  priesthood  and  sacrifices,  and  the 
whole  legal  economy,  and  to  extend  this  to  all  nations.*  And 
now  it  is  easy  to  see  what  an  idea  this  worthy  writer  intends,  as 
far  as  it  is  in  his  power,  to  convey  to  the  world  of  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ  It  is  incontestably  evident,  that  he  himself  claimed 
to  be  the  Messiah  foretold  by  the  prophets,  and  persisted  in  this 
declaration  to  his  death ;  and  that  all  the  apostles  tliat  preached 
the  gospel  in  his  name,  and  the  apostle  Paul  as  much  as  any  of 
them,  taught  the  same  thing.  And  yet  our  author  denies,  that 
Jesus  was  or  could  be  the  Messiah  foretold  by  the  prophets ;  for 
he  expressly  declares,  and  insists  upon  it,  that  he  wanted  an  essen- 
tial character  of  the  Messiah.  And  if  this  be  not  to  justify  the 
Jews  in  condemning  our  Lord,  for  falsely  assuming  the  character 
of  the  Messiah,  Matt.  xxvi.  63 — 66.  Luke  xxii.  70,  71,  it  is  hard 
to  know  what  can  be  accounted  so. 

But  as  to  the  main  point  this  writer  should  have  proved,  this  he 

f  asses  over  as  so  evident,  that  it  needs  no  proof  at  all.     '  That  the 
ewish  Messiah,'  says  he,  'according  to  all  the  prophecies  con- 

*  See  pp.  226,  f6l,  and  Letter  to  Euseb.  pp.  18,  23,  30,  31,  34,  36. 
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ceming  him,  was  to  be  a  great  temporal  prince,  and  to  restore  the 
kingdom  to  the  house  of  David  (viz.  in  a  literal  carnal  sense)  is  ao 
very  evident,  that  I  should  scorn  to  dispute  with  a  man  who  would 
deny  it/  p.  220 ;  this  is  pleasant  enough.  That  is,  he  scorns  to 
dispute  with  any  man,  that  will  not  yield  him  the  point  in  ques- 
tion. And  if  he  had  scorned  to  write  on  this  subject  at  all,  or  to 
have  troubled  the  world  either  with  his  former  book  or  this,  it 
would  have  been  no  loss  to  mankind,  and  no  disadvantage  to  his 
own  reputation.  In  the  books  he  has  undertaken  to  answer,  it 
was  shown,  that  the  kingdom  attributed  to  the  Messiah  in  the 
prophets,  was  not  like  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  in  its  nature 
and  designs,  but  created  for  far  nobler  purposes :  that  the  priocipal 
benefits  of  it,  and  in  which  the  glory  of  it  is  described  as  chiefly 
consisting,  are  spiritual  and  divine.  And  whereas  this  writer  had 
represented,  that  he  was  to  be  a  national  deliverer  and  Saviour  of 
the  Jews  only,  and  that  St.  Paul's  preaching  him  up  as  the  author 
of  a  new  dispensation,  and  as  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  Jews  and 
Grentiles,  was  a  renouncing  the  plain  sense  of  the  prophets  ;  it  was 
shown  from  the  prophecies  themselves,  that  the  Messiah  was  to 
be  the  introducer  of  a  new  and  spiritual  dispensation;  that 
his  kingdom  was  to  be  an  universal  blessing,  and  that  the  benefits 
of  it  and  the  salvation  of  which  he  was  to  be  the  author,*  should 
not  be  confined  to  the  Jews,  but  should  extend  equally  to  all  na- 
tions without  distinction.  Those  passages  upon  which  the  notion 
of  the  Messiah's  being  a  temporal  prince,  and  a  national  deliverer 
of  the  Jews  seems  to  be  principally  founded  were  considered;  and 
it  was  shown,  that  the  narrow  sense  the  Jews  would  put  upon 
them,  to  accommodate  them  to  their  own  prejudices  and  carnal 
views,  is  contrary  to  the  plain  design  of  the  prophecies,  when  duly 
considered  and  compared  together  m  their  just  connexion  and  har- 
mony. Our  author  is  pleased  to  pass  all  this  by,  without  notice. 
He  is  apprehensive,  that  I  may  ^ blame  or  censure  him,  for  not 
having  taken  particular  notice  enough  of  my  argument  in  this 
chapter  :*  but  he  adds,  'the  candid  reader,  I  am  sure,  will  have 
good-nature  enough  to  forgive  my  not  doing  what  I  could  not  pos- 
sibly do/  p.  226.  And  I  am  of  opinion,  the  reader  will  easily  be- 
lieve, that  if  he  did  not  take  *a  particular  notice  of  the  argument' 
so  as  to  answer  it,  it  was  because  he  could  not  do  it.t 

*  See  Div.  Author,  cap.  zii.     Easeb.  cap.  vi, 

t  In  bis  letter  to  Eusebius,  pp.  19,20,  21,  he  has  a  long^  quotation  cat  of  the  sixtieth 
chapter  of  Isniab.  And  he  thinka  a  '  higher  state  of  temporal  felicity  and  glory  cannot 
be  conceived  or  expressed,  than  what  Isaiah  here  describes  and  promises  with  regard 
to  that  nation  ;  nor  could  any  thin^  be  more  suitable  to  their  vain  hopes  and  carnal 
wishes.'  He  triumphs  in  this,  as  if  it  were  alone  sufficient  to  decide  the  controversy, 
and  introduces  it,  with  observing  that  Isaiali  has  here  <  collected  and  put  together  the 
whole  character  of  the  Messiah,  &c.,  as  it  had  been  delivered  occasionally  by  himself 
and  other  prophets  before  this.'  But  this  is  not  true,  for  there  are  several  parts  of  the 
Messiah's  character,  delivered  by  Isaiah  and  other  prophets,  which  are  not  touched  in 
this  chapter.  I  shall  not  so  far  enter  on  the  province  of  that  learned  gentleman,  to 
whom  the  author  addresses  this  part  of  his  book,  as  to  enter  on  a  particular  examination 
of  this  passage.  I  shall  only  observe,  that  the  universal  extent  of  the  church  under 
the  Messiah^  and  the  conversion  of  the  Gentiles,  is  there  described  in  noble  and  mag- 
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He  proposes,  p.  226,  to  come  to  the  argument  of  roy  thirteenth 
chapter.  He  had  asserted,  that  the  apostles  never  so  much  as  pre- 
tenaed  to  be  under  the  guidance  of  an  infallible  Spirit;  that 
though  this  *has  been  liberally  granted  them  by  our  Christian 
zealots  and  system-mongers,  yet  it  was  what  they  themselves  never 
claimed,'  see  Mor.  Phil.  vol.  I.  pp.  80,  81.  In  opposition  to  this 
it  was  plainly  proved  from  many  express  testimonies,  that  if  by  in* 
fallibility  is  meant  their  being  under  an  unerring  ^idance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  so  as  to  be  kept  from  error  or  mistake  in  delivering 
and  teaching  the  doctrines  and  laws  of  Christ,  it  is  certain  that 
this  was  what  they  claimed.*  Our  author  takes  no  notice  of  these 
passages ;  but  first  repeats  what  he  had  said  in  his  former  book, 
and  which  I  had  fully  considered  and  obviated,  that  the  difference 
and  divisions  among  the  apostles,  must  have  exposed  and  confuted 
any  such  pretence ;  and  then  observes,  that  if  ever  they  had  been 
under  the  infallible  guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  one  would  have  ex- 
pected it  when  they  met  in  council  at  Jerusalem,  to  debate  on  a 
point  of  vast  iniiportance  to  the  whole  church.  And  'yet  we  find  no 
such  unerring  Spirit  among  them  ;'  which  he  proves,  because  ^  had 
they  been  infallible,  they  must  have  been  all  of  one  mind,  and  no 
such  heats^  differences,  and  disturbances  could  have  arisen  in  the 

uificent,  but  figuratiye  expressions.  Tbeir  accession  to  the  true  cburcb,  and  becoming 
the  members  of  it,  is  described  by  tbeir  coming  to  Zion,  and  bringing  their  riches  and 
glory  thither ;  as  is  their  conversion  to  the  worship  of  the  true  God,  by  their  bringing 
presents,  silver  and  gold  to  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  their  offering  sacrifices  on  his 
altar.  This,  as  is  usual  with  the  prophets,  is  spoken  in  allusion  to  the  way  of  worship 
that  obtained  under  the  Mosaical  law  ;  though  it  appears  from  other  passages,  both  in 
Isaiah  and  other  prophets,  that  economy  should  be  abolished  under  the  Messiah.  Con- 
cerning which,  see  Div.  Author,  pp.  209,  &c.  The  peace,  the  purity,  the  vast 
diffusion  of  the  church,  signified  here  and  in  several  other  prophecies  by  the  name  of 
Zion,  is  there  also  described  in  the  pompous  figures  of  the  prophetical  style.  That  the 
words  Zion,  Jerusalem,  &c.,  in  the  prophetical  writings,  are  not  always  to  be  taken  in 
the  narrow  sense  the  author  would  put  upon  them,  is  well  shown,  Euseb.  pp.  509,  510^ 
&c.,  see  also  Div.  Author,  p.  213.  But  all  the  expressions  are  no  more  to  be  under- 
stood in  the  strict  literal  sense,  than  when  it  is  there  said,  that  'the  gates  of  Zion  shall  not 
be  shut  daj  nor  night ;  that  the  sun  should  be  no  more  her  light  by  day,  nor  for  bright- 
ness should  the  moon  give  light  unto  her ;'  and  that  her  *  sun  should  no  more  go  down, 
nor  her  moon  withdraw  itself.'  verses  11, 19,  20.  AH  that  can  be  justlj  gathered  from 
the  figurative  representation,  is,  that  a  time  is  foretold  when  the  church  should  enjoy  a 
state  of  great  peace,  as  weU  as  purity  and  righteousness ;  and  the  obstinate  enemies  of 
Christ's  kingdom  should  be  destroyed,  or  not  have  it  in  Uieir  power  to  harass  and  perse- 
cute as  before.  And  it  seems  plainly  to  relate  to  the  time  the  apostle  Paul  speaks  of, 
when  'the  fulness  of  the  Gentile  should  be  brought  in,'  and  'all  Israel  should  be  saved**/ 
and  which  he  represents  as  a  happy  time  of  universal  ior,  and  as  it  were, '  life  from  the 
dead,'  Rom.  xi.  15, 25,  26,  31,  32.  This  is  a  state  of  things  hiehly  to  be  desired,  and 
I  the  prospect  of  which  cannot  but  give  pleasure  to  every  well  disposed  mind.    Nor  is 

I  there  anj  thing  in  this  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  Christianity,  as  this  writer  ,in- 

,  sinuates.    For  though  our  Saviour  taught  his  disciples  to  expect  sufferings  and  perse- 

,  cutions,  to  which  he  knew  they  would  be  exposed  after  his  death  :  this  does  not  prove 

that  there  should  never  be  a  time,  when  any  of  his  disciples  in  particular,  or  his  church 
I  in  general,  should  be  in  a  state  of  external  rest  and  prosperity,  and  free  from  persecution. 

j  And  it  appears  from  the  revelation  he  gave  to  his  servant  John,  that  such  a  time  there 

shaU  be.  This  writer  may  ridicule  this  if  he  pleases,  and  call  it  enthusiasm,  but  no 
man  of  sense  will  think  one  jot  the  worse  of  it,  for  the  censure  he  is  pleated  to  bestow 
upon  it. 

•  See  Divine  Authority,  pp.  217,  218. 
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council.'  p.  227.  There  might  be  some  pretence  for  urging  ibis,  if 
it  was  alleged  that  all  the  private  Christians  or  believers  in  the 
church  of  Jerusalem,  were  under  the  unerring  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  It  is  evident,  that  in  that  council  not  merely  the 
apostles  were  convened,  but  many  others :  that  among  the  rest,  the 
Judaizing  teachers  and  Pharisees  that  had  opposed  St.  Paul,  were 
there  as  well  as  St.  Paul  and  Barnabas.  And  it  was  but  proper 
to  hear  what  the  one  had  to  say  as  well  as  the  other.  It  is  also  al- 
lowed, that  many  of  the  Jewish  Christian  converts  still  laboured 
under  great  prejudices.  And  it  was  agreeable  to  the  vnll  of  God, 
that  they  should  be  treated  in  a  mild  and  condescending  way,  and 
that  their  prejudices  should  be  gradually  removed.  But  there  is 
nothing  in  the  whole  account  from  whence  it  can  be  made  to  ap- 
pear, that  the  apostles  were  not  under  the  unerring  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  in  that  council.  The  only  apostles  of  whose 
speaking  in  that  council  we  have  any  account,  besides  St  Paul, 
were  St.  Peter  and  St.  James.  And  they  entirely  harmonised 
among  themselves,  and  with  the  truth.  It  is  jperfectly  consistent 
with  the  supposition  of  an  infallible  raidance,  that  there  should  be 
reasoning  and  deliberation  in  considering  the  point  before  them ; 
and  then  that  God  should  so  direct  and  influence  their  delibera- 
tions, as  to  guide  them  unerringly  upon  the  whole.  And  accord- 
ingly the  decision  they  came  to  was  wise,  and  just,  and  moderate. 
This  author  would  have  me  explain  the  particular  manner  in  which 
the  apostles  were  inspired  or  illuminated ;  as  if  it  were  any  argu- 
ment against  the  truth  or  reality  of  their  being  inspired,  that  we 
cannot  distinctly  explain  the  manner  in  which  this  revelation  was 
communicated  to  their  minds.  The  impeitinency  of  this  I  had  oc- 
casion to  observe  above,  chap.  ii.  It  is  sufficient,  that  as  the 
apostles  did  profess  to  be  unerringly  guided  in  delivering  the  doc- 
trines and  laws  of  Christ,  so  God  himself  bore  them  witness  that 
this  pretence  was  true,  by  confirming  the  gospel  they  taught  by 
the  most  illustrious  and  extraordinary  attestations. 

After  some  farther  abuse,  which  this  writer  plentifully  bestows 
upon  me,  he  proceeds,  p.  228,  to  consider  what  I  had  offered,  con- 
eerning  the  extraordinary  gifts  and  powers  of  the  Spirit  He  had 
said,  that  they  who  were  endued  with  those  gifts  and  powers  might 
make  either  a  good  or  bad  use  of  them,  as  much  as  of  any  natural 
faculties  or  talents.  But  now  he  blames  me  for  imagining,  that  he 
supposed,  that  all  or  any  of  them  were  permanent  stamlingqualities^ 
like  the  natural  powers  and  faculties  of  the  mind.  The  contrary  to 
this,  he  says,  is  evident  enough,  and  that  he  very  well  knew  it, 
though  he  did  not  then  choose  to  speak  it  out,  p.  229.  It  seems  that 
in  his  former  book  it  best  served  his  purpose  to  express  himself,  as 
if  he  looked  upon  them  to  be  permanent  standing  habits ;  and  now 
it  will  best  answer  his  end  to  aeny  that  any  of  them  were  permanent 
standing  habits  at  all.  But  let  us  consider  the  matter,  as  he  is  now 
pleased  to  represent  it,  and  see  what  he  can  make  of  it. 

P.  229,  8u.  he  runs  out  into  a  very  remarkable  excursion  on  the 
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^fts  of  toogues.  Here  he  throws  off  all  disguise,  and  does  all  that 
is  in  his  power  to  expose  Christianity^  and  the  proofs  of  it,  to  the 
contempt  and  derision  of  mankind.  The  whole  of  what  he  says  on 
this  head  tends  to  show,  that  this  gift  was  only  a  mad  enthusiastic 
impulse:  that  those  that  had  or  exercised  this  gift*  could  not  speak 
those  languages  at  all  with  any  sense,  coherence,  or  consistency : ' 
that  *  they  were  exactly  the  same  with  our  modem  French  prophets : ' 
that '  some  of  those  tongue-gifted  people^  by  practice  and  strength 
of  imagtnaticMis,  could  work  themselves  up  into  those  raptures,  ex-* 
tasies,  and  strange  preter-natural  motions,  and  thereby  lose  their 
reason  and  senses  almost  at  any  time ;  but  others  could  not,  and 
therefore  were  not  so  much  favoured  by  the  Spirit :  Hhat  whilst  they 
were  '  under  this  mechanical  power  and  operation  of  the  Spirit,  they 
bad  no  reason  or  understanding  left  of  their  own/  He  expressly 
calls  them  *  frantic  fits,'  and  declares  that  they  <were  mad,  or  eut  of 
their  wits  for  the  time,'  pp.  229—233. 

The  judicious  reader  cannot  but  observe  here  the  strange  incon* 
sistency  of  this  author.  He  first  supposes  that  there  were  extra^ 
ordinary  gifts  and  powers  of  the  Spirit  poured  forth  in  the  apostoli-^ 
cal  times,  and  that  they  who  had  them  were  at  liberty  to  use  them 
either  to  good  or  bad  purposes ;  and  that  whenever  they  had  those 

fifts  and  powers,  they  were  left  to  a  discretional  use  of  them,  p. 
29.  Ana  yet  immediately  after  represents  those  gifts,  particularly 
the  gift  of  tongues,  as '  frantic  fits'  of  enthusiasm,  in  which  they  quite 
lost  the  use  of  their  reason  and  senses,  and  had  no  reason  or  under- 
standing left  of  their  own,  and  were  mad  or  out  of  their  wits  for  the 
time.  But  it  is  hard  to  find  any  sense  or  consistency  in  this  way 
of  talking.  Tins  writer  is  one  of  the  first  that  hath  supposed  that 
a  frantic  fit  may  be  used  with  discretion ;  and  that  when  a  man 
happens  to  be  in  such  a  fit,  and  is  mad  or  out  of  his  wits  for  the  time, 
and  has  no  reason  or  understanding  left,  yet  he  is  capable  of  makii^ 
a  discretional  use  of  that  fit  of  madness,  as  much  as  any  man  in  his 
senses  can  make  use  of  any  natural  faculty  or  habit. 

But  let  us  examine  more  particularly  the  account  he  is  pleased  to 
give  us  of  the  gift  of  tongues.  He  first  pretends  to  consider  the 
original  account  that  is  given  of  it  in  the  second  chapter  of  the  Acts 
of  the  apostles.  The  representation  he  makes  of  what  happened 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  is  to  this  purpose.  That  those  on  whom 
the  Holy  Ghost  fell,  uttered '  some  incoherent  words '  in  different  lan- 
guages, *  but  no  man  could  tell  in  any  language,  what  they  were  talk- 
mg  about,  or  what  they  aimed  at  in  such  a  confusion  of  voices.'  And 
thus  ^  the  whole  company  stood  either  wondering  or  lauehing,  till 
Peter  stood  up,  and  in  a  rational  coherent  discourse,  let  tne  people 
mto  the  design  of  all  this.'  And  '  upon  the  whole,'  he  says,  *  it  seems 
very  plain,  uiat  while  the  hundred  and  twenty  were  talking  all  to- 
gether in  different  languages,  no  man  in  any  language  could  make 
any  thing  of  it,  or  understand  any  thing  by  it,'  pp.  229,  230. 

First  he  asserts  that  there  were  a  hundred  and  twenty  who  all  spoke 
together  in  different  languages,  as  if  the  text  expressly  said  this. 
But  there  is  no  proof  that  there  were  a  hundred  and  twenty  on  whom 
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the  Holy  Ohost  fell,  on  the  day  of  pentecost;*  or  if  diere  were,  that 
all  the  hundred  and  twenty  spoke  at  once.  How  many  of  them 
spoke^  and  in  what  order  we  cannot  tell ;  whether  they  spoke  one 
after  another  in  different  languages,  or  divided  themselves  among 
the  multitude;  in  which  case  several  of  them  might  speak  to  differ- 
ent persons  at  the  same  time.  And  any  one  that  considers  the  vast 
numbers  of  persons  that  were  convened  at  Jerusalem  at  their  solemn 
feasts,  may  easily  conceive,  that  many  of  them  might  speak  at  once 
to  different  parts  of  the  crowd  without  confusion.  But  whoever  they 
were  that  spoke,  it  is  not  true  which  he  so  confidently  avouches  to 
be  very  plain,  that  Svhile  they  were  talking  in  different  languages, 
no  man  in  any  language  couldf  make  any  thing  of  it,  or  understand 
any  thing  by  it.'  r or  we  are  expressly  told,  that  the  multitude  that 
were  met  together,  of  different  nations,  said,  ^We  do  hear  them  speak 
in  our  tongues  the  wonderful  works,  or  wonderful  things  ra  fityaXua 
of  God.*  From  whence  it  is  evident,  that  they  did  understand  them, 
and  found  that  they  discoursed  about  excellent  and  divine  things, 
worthy  of  God.  There  were  others  indeed  that  mocking  said.  These 
men  are  full  of  new  wine.  These  probably  were  such  as  did  not 
understand  the  languages  they  were  speaking  in,  and  to  whom, 
therefore,  it  must  appear  barbarism  and  confusion ;  for  those  that 
understood  them  spoke  and  thought  otherwise.  Then  Peter  rose 
up,  and  this  author  himself  owns,  that  this  discourse  was  rational 
and  coherent.  He  addressed  himself  particularly  to  the  men  of 
Judea,  and  among  other  things  told  them,  that  Jesus  whom  they 
crucified, '  being  risen  from  the  dead,  and  by  the  right  hand  of  God 
exalted,  and  having  received  of  the  Father  the  promise  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  he  hath  shea  forth  this  which  ye  now  see  and  hear.'  Would 
not  this  have  been  a  fine  thing  to  appeal  to,  as  a  demonstrative  evi- 
dence, that  Jesus  was  risen  and  exalted  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
and  that  God  had  made  him  both  Lord  and  Christ :  if  his  disciples 
had  only  been,  as  this  writer  represents  it,  like  a  company  of  mad- 
men, all  talking  together  a  kind  of  gibberish  ;  and  uttering  some 
incoherent  words  without  meaning  or  connexion,  and  with  such  a 
confusion  of  voices,  that  no  mortal  could  make  any  thing  of  what 
they  said  ?  the  effect  that  followed  upon  it,  the  conversion  of  three 
thousand  persons,  who  continued  stedfastly  in  the  apostle's  doctrine, 
was  an  undeniable  proof  of  the  greatness  and  wonderfulness  of  the 

*  We  read  indeed  of  an  hnndred  and  twenty  disciples  who  met  together.  Acts  i.  15, 
but  it  is  not  likely  that  aU  these  were  oontinually  together,  and  especiaUj  early  io  tha 
morning.  In  the  last  verse  of  the  preceding  chapter,  we  read  of  Matthias's  being  num* 
bered  with  the  eleven  apostles ;  and  in  the  next  words  we  are  told,  thht  when  the  day 
of  Pentecost  was  come,  they  were  alto^ther  in  one  place ;  which  may  well  be  under- 
stood as  relating  to  the  aposUes,  that  had  been  mentioned  just  before.  And  accordingly 
in  the  xivth  verse,  where  we  have  an  account  of  Peter's  beginning  to  speak,  we  read 
only  of  Peter  standing  up  with  the  eleven,  which  makes  it  probable  that  they  were  only 
the  twelve  apostles  that  were  then  together.  And  indeed  it  was  to  the  apostles,  that 
the  promise  of  being  baptised  with  the  Holy  Ghost  within  a  few  dajrs,  was  particuhirly 
made  by  our  Saviour ;  and  it  was  to  them  that  the  command  was  directeu  to  stay  at 
Jerusalem,  and  waiter  the  accomplishment  of  that  promise,  as  is  manifest  from  Acts  i. 
ft,  4,  5.  Though  afterwards  the  Holy  Ghost  was  poured  forth  on  many  others,  see 
Acts  iv.  51,  vi.  3.  . 
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evenly  and  what  a  mighty  impression  it  made  upon  those  that  were 
witnesses  to  it ;  since  it  brought  so  many  at  once  to  acknowledge  a 
crucified  Jesus  as  the  Christy  contrary  to  all  their  prejudices;  that 
is,  to  acknowledge  one  for  the  Christ,  or  true  Messiah,  who  but  a 
little  before  had  been  condemned  as  a  deceiver,  and  put  to  an  igno- 
minious death  by  the  influence  of  the  chief  priests  and  Sanhedrim, 
whose  authority  and  decisions  were  of  so  vast  a  weight  with  all  of 
that  nation. 

The  account  this  writer  next  pretends  to  give  of  the  gift  of  tongues 
in  the  church  of  Corinth,  pp.  231,  232,  is  equally  unfair  and  scan- 
dalous. He  represents  them  as  a  parcel  of  mad  enthusiasts  met  to- 
gether, that  did  not  speak  'any  consistent  sense  that  could  be  under- 
stood or  interpreted  oy  any  one  present ;  and  who  by  practice  and 
strength  of  imagination  wrought  themselves  up  into  those  raptures 
and  ecstasies,  in  which  they  had  no  reason,  or  understanding  left.' 
He  represents  it  as  a  mechanical  power  and  operation  of  the  spirit, 
an  extraordinary  powerful  and  blind  spirit,  and  that  they  were  out 
of  their  wits  for  the  time. 

By  the  way  I  cannot  but  observe,  what  a  strange  idea  our  author 
would  give  the  world  of  the  apostle  Paul ;  for  whom  yet  he  frequent- 
ly pretends  a  high  veneration  both  in  his  former  book,  and  in  this. 
That  apostle  begins  his  epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  with  declaring, 
that  he  thanked  God  continually  on  their  behalf,  for  the  grace  of 
God  which  was  given  them  by  Jesus  Christ :  that  in  every  thing 
they  were  enriched  by  him  in  all  utterance,  and  in  all  knowledge, 
so  that  they  came  behind  in  no  gift.  And  that  thereby  the  testi- 
mony of  Christ  was  confirmed  in  them,  1  Cor.  i.  4 — 7.  And  through- 
out the  whole  xiith  chapter  of  this  epistle,  he  reckons  up  a  diversi- 
ty of  extraordinary  gifts  that  were  poured  forth  in  that  age,  in  a 
wonderful  variety  upon  the  professors  of  Christianity  ;  all  which  he 
ascribes  to  the  divine  Spirit,  and  to  the  special  operation  of  God  him- 
self, who  had  appointed  them  all  for  the  good  of  his  church  ;  and 
that  he  divided  these  gifts  to  every  man  severally  according  to  his 
will.  And  among  these  gifts  he  reckons  that  of  tongues,  and  the 
interpretation  of  tongues.  Whereas  it  seems  these  gifts  of  the  Spirit, 
of  which  the  apostle  speaks  in  such  high  terms,  and  upon  which  he 
so  often  lays  a  great  stress,  as  yielding  an  illustrious  attestation  to 
Christianity,  were  only  frantic  fits  of  enthusiasm,  wholly  owing  to 
the  strength  of  imagination,  and  certain  mechanical  operations.  So 
that  when  the  apostle  urges  them,  chap.  xiv.  1,  to  desire  spiritual 
gifts,  it  was  only  to  desire  unaccountable  fits  and  motions  of  enthu- 
siasm. And  when  he  thanks  God  that  he  spoke  with  tongues  more 
than  they  all,  v.  18,  it  must  be  understood,  as  signifying  that  he 
excelled  them  all  in  these  frantic  fits ;  and  had  a  greater  faculty 
than  any  of  them  had  of  working  himself  into  those  raptures  and 
ecstasies,  and  thereby  losing  bis  reason,  and  uttering  words  without 
sense,  or  coherence.  Such  is  the  idea  our  author  gives  of  that 
great  apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  who  by  his  account  must  have  been 
one  of  the  wildest  enthusiasts  that  ever  lived,  and  so  mad,  that  he 
took  those  fits  of  frenzy  for  extraordinary  operations,  of  the  divine 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4T8  Qilrrs  of  the  sFiRtT. 

Spirit.  And  this  is  ha  whom  this  same  writer  at  other  times  repre^ 
lents,  as  the  great  free-thinker  of  his  age^  the  bold  and  brave  de- 
fender of  reason  against  authority.* 

I  think  all  that  hare  ever  carefully  read  that  apostle's  writingB, 
must  allow  that  he  had  his  reason  and  senses ;  and  if  so,  he  moat 
be  acknowledged  to  be  a  competent  judge  of  the  matter  of  fact, 
that  is,  that  he  himself  had,  and  that  there  were  several  peisons  in 
the  church  of  Corinth  that  had  the  gift  of  discoursing  in  languages 
which  they  had  never  learned.  Whether  our  author  supposes  this 
to  be  a  permanent  habit,  or  only  an  occasional  power  of  doing  it 
when  the  afflatus  was  upon  them,  it  is  impossible  to  account  for  it 
in  a  natural  way,  or  by  any  strength  of  imagination,  or  powers  of 
mechanism.  If  it  was  done  at  all,  it  must  have  been  by  a  supei^ 
natural  power.  They  must  have  been  inspired  by  some  spirit 
besides  and  above  their  own.  And  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that 
an  evil  spirit,  supposing  it  in  his  power,  would  have  taken  such 
pains  to  give  attestation  to  Christianitv,  the  manifest  design  and 
tendency  of  which  was  to  destroy  the  heathenish  superstition  and 
idolatry,  to  reclaim  men  from  vice  and  wickedness,  and  to  engage 
them  by  the  most  powerful  motives  to  live  soberiy,  righteously^  and 
godly  in  this  present  world. 

Indeed  if  this  gift  of  tongues  were  no  more  than  a  knack  of 
uttering  a  few  words  of  senseless  gibberish,  that  did  not  properiy 
belong  to  any  language,  there  would  not  be  much  in  it  And  this 
seems  to  be  the  representation  the  author  gives  of  it.  And  what  is 
very  odd,  he  would  fain  bring  in  the  apostle  Paul  for  a  voucher ; 
who,  he  tells  us,  speaks  of  this  gift,  not  as  a  speaking  with  different 
tongues,  but  as  an  *  uttering  different  sounds  and  voices,  and  com- 
pares it  to  muttering,  ^moling,  piping,  harping,  and  trumpeting, 
rather  than  talkine  m  any  articulate  language.'  I  leave  it 
to  the  reader  to  judge  of  the  candour  and  sincerity  of  this  writer, 
who  can  make  such  a  representation  as  this  of  the  apostle's  sense ; 
as  if  he  supposed  that  those  that  had  this  gift  did  not  really  speak 
any  language  at  all,  but  only  made  a  senseless  noise,  which  it  was 
impossible  for  themselves  oi  any  other  person  to  understand.  And 
so  when  he  blesses  God  in  the  passage  already  cited,  that  he  could 
'  speak  with  tongues  more  than  they  all»'  the  meaning  is,  that  he 
thanked  Ood  that  he  could  *  mutter,  grumble,  and  pipe,  and  speak 
unintelligible  gibberish/  and  make  a  confused  inaiticulate  noise 
more  excellently  than  any  of  them. 

But  this  is  all  gross  misrepresentation  and  abuse.  It  is  extremely 
evident  to  any  one  that  impartially  reads  that  chapter,  that  the 
apostle  all  along  supposes  the  gift  of  tongues  to  be  a  real  extra- 
ordinary gift  or  power  of  speaking  in  different  languages;  that  the 
languages  spoken  by  the  persons  that  exercised  that  extraordinary 
gift  were  intelligible  to  such  as  were  acquainted  with  those  lan- 

fuages ;  and  that  what  they  said  was  in  itself  good  and  excellent ; 
ut  what  he  blames  some  among  the  Corinthians  for  is  an  unsea- 

••  MonPhil.  Tol.  i.p.  71. 
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scmable  ostentation  of  that  gift,  by  using  it  in  the  public  asseihblies 
before  persons  that  had  not  the  knowMge  of  those  languages^  and 
therefore  could  not  be  profited  by  what  was  spoken.  This  he  illus* 
trates  and  confirms  by  many  ^ood  reasons.  He  observes,  that  even 
M^ith  respect  to  the  sounds  of  manimate  things,  such  as  pipe,  harp, 
trumpet^  they  can  be  of  no  use,  except  people  can  distinguish  the  tune 
or  sound  ;  much  more  in  languages  or  articulate  sounds,  which  are 
properly  designed  for  communicating  persons^  thoughts  and  sen- 
timents to  one  another,  care  should  be  taken  that  the  words 
should  be  such,  that  those  to  whom  they  are  spoken  may  under- 
stand their  meaning,  which  they  cannot  be,  if  they  be  uttered  in  a 
language  that  those  that  hear  it  are  strangers  to.  *  There  are,'  says 
he,  '  so  many  kinds  of  voices,  i.  e.  of  languages  in  the  world,  and 
none  of  them  is  without  signification.'  They  are  all  significant  to 
those  that  are  acquainted  with  those  languages ;  but  to  others  thev 
appear  barbarous.  If  *  I  know  not  the  meanmg  of  the  voice,  I  shall 
be  unto  him  that  speaketh  a  barbarian,  and  he  that  speaketh  shall 
be  a  barbarian  unto  me,'  vers.  10,  11.  This  is  evidently  the  course 
of  the  apostle's  reasoning.  And  then  speaking  of  such  as  ^  blessed 
and  gave  thanks  to  God  in  a  strange  tongue  ;'  he  urges,  that  he 
that  '  occupied  the  room  of  the  unlearned  could  not  reasonably  say 
amen  to  it ;'  and  adds,  '  thou  verily  givest  thanks  well,'  jcoXcuo 
excellently,  '  but  the  other,  i.  e.  the  unlearned,  that  doth  not 
understand  it,  is  not  edified,'  vers.  16,  17.  He  shows,  ver4  22,  that 
those  tongues  '  were  for  a  sign,  not  to  them  that  believed,  but  to 
them  that  believed  not'  Those  that  were  already  established  in  the 
Christian  faith  did  not  need  this  sign  to  convince  them,  and 
therefore  there  was  no  need  of  the  exercise  of  this  gift  in  their 
ordinary  stated  assemblies,  where  the  faithful  met  together  for 
their  mutual  edification  and  instruction.  They  were  properly  in- 
tended for  a  '  sign  to  unbelievers,'  to  those  that  were  yet  strangers 
to  the  Christian  faith,  that  when  they  saw  such  extraordinary  gifts 
poured  forth  upon  Uie  professors  of  Christianity,  they  might  be 
convinced  of  its  divine  original.  But  though  the  right  use  of  that 
gift  of  tongues  might  be  of  signal  advantage  to  Christianity,  and 
tend  to  the  conviction  of  unbelievers ;  yet,  if  not  used  prudently 
and  in  an  orderly  manner,  it  might  create  confusion  in  their  assem<» 
blies ;  and  this  would  expose  them  to  their  adversaries,  who,  if  they 
should  come  into  their  assemblies,  and  hear  several  of  them  talking 
in  strange  languages  which  they  knew  not  the  meaning  of,  might 
be  ready  to  say  they  were  mad,  ver,  23.  He  therefore  gives  direc- 
tions that  not  above  two  or  three  should  speak  in  the  church  in  a 
strange  language,  and  that  by  course,  and  that  one  should  interpret 
what  was  said.  But  if  there  was  no  interpreter,  he  that  was  for 
speaking  in  the  strange  tongue  was  to  keep  silence  in  the  church, 
vers.  27,  28.  This  is  the  sum  of  what  the  apostle  saith  on  the 
subject;  by  which  we  may  see  how  different  it  is  from  the  repre- 
sentation this  writer  is  pleased  to  give  us  of  it. 

As  to  his  pretence,  tnat  those  that  had  this  extraordinary  gift  of 
tongues  did  not  understand  what  they  themselves  said,  and. that 
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they  had  no  reason  or  understanding  left  of  their  own,  whilst  they 
were  exercising  that  gift;  this  appears  to  be  false,  from  the  account 
the  apostle  gives  of  this  matter ;  for  he  expressly  saith,  ver.  4,  '  That 
he  that  speaketh  in  an  unknown  tongue  edifieth  himself;   but  he 
that  prophesieth  edifieth  the  church  :*  where  it  is  evident  that  he 
puts  tliis  difference  between  speaking  in  a  public  assembly  in  a 
strange  tongue,  and  prophesying,  or  giving  public  exhortations  and 
instructions,  in  a  language  known  to  the  hearers ;  that  in  the  former 
case  a  man  only  edified  himself,  because  he  himself  only  under- 
stood what  he  said  ;  but  did   not  edify  others,  because  others  did 
not  understand  him  ;  whereas,  in  the  latter  case,  he  edified  others 
as  well  as  himself.    And  therefore  he  saith,  ver.  14,  *  If  I  pray  in 
an  unknown  tongue,  my  spirit  prayeth,  but  my  understanding  is 
unfruitful,^  i.  e.  bringeth  forth  no  fruit,  and  is  of  no  advantage  to 
others.   He  therefore  declares,  *  I  will  pray  with  the  spirit,  and  will 
pray  with  the  understanding  also ;'  that  is,  I  will  so  pray  with  the 
spirit,  that  my  meaning  may  be  understood  by  othei*s.  And  accord- 
ingly he  adds,  ver.  19,  *  In  the  church  I  had  rather  speak  five 
words    with  my    understanding    than     ten   thousand     words    in 
an  unknown  tongue.*    And  what  he  means  by  speaking  '  with  his 
understanding'  be  explains  in   the  words   immediately  following, 
*  that  I  might  teach  others  also.'   And  for  this  reason  he  gives  it  as 
a  rule  that  he  that  had  the  gift  of  tongues  should  ^  keep  silence  in 
the  church'  if  there  were  none  to  interpret.     *  And,'  says  he, '  let 
him  speak  to  himself  and  to  God,'  i.  e.  let  him  address  himself  to 
God  silently  in  acts  of  devotion  for  his  own  edification ;  where  he 
again  supposes  that  he  had  the  exercise  of  his  reason,  and  very  well 
understood  what  he  himself  was  to  say,  though,  as  others  could  not 
understand  it,  it  was  better  for  him  to  keep  silence  in  the  church, 
and  revolve  it  secretly  in  his  own  mind. 

But  our  author  insinuates,  that  if  a  man  understood  the  language 
himself,  he  might  interpret  it ;  whereas  the  apostle  mentions  the 
gift  of  speaking  and  of  interpreting  tongues  as  two  different  gifts. 
Upon  which  this  writer  makes  this  reflection,  that  ^  one  roan  was  to 
speak  in  a  language  which  he  did  not  understand,  and  could  not 
interpret ;  and  another  was  to  interpret  a  language  which  he  could 
not  speak.'  It  is  probable  he  thinks  this  a  very  smart  observation. 
But  the  former  part  of  it  I  have  already  shown  to  be  false.  For  the 
apostle  here  plainly  supposes  that  those  that  had  the  gift  of  tongues 
did  themselves  understand  what  they  spake.  And  it  is  as  plain  that 
those  that  interpreted  what  was  spoken  did  understand  what  they 
interpreted.  But  it  is  very  conceivable  on  the  one  hand,  that  a  man 
may  speak  a  foreign  language  very  well,  and  yet  not  be  happy  in 
rendering  it  readily  and  properly  into  the  vulgar  tongue.  And,  on 
the  other  hand,  a  man  may  not  be  able  to  speak  a  foreign  lan- 
guage readily  and  fluentljTy  and  yet  may  understand  it  so  as  to  be 
able  to  give  the  sense  of  it  readily  and  happily  in  his  own.  These 
are  really  different,  and  the  difference  between  them  is  easily 
conceivable  in  a  natural  way.  And  it  is  as  conceivable,  supposing 
these  gifts  to  be  communicated  in  an  extraordinary  and  supernatural 
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way^  that  Qod  might  so  order  it,  that  some  persons  mi^ht  have 
the  gift  of  speaking  readily  and  fluently  in  a  language  which  they 
never  learned,  and  yet  not  be  able  readily  and  immediately  to 
interpret  and  explain  it  to  advantage  in  the  vulgar  ton^e.  And  on 
the  other  hand,  other  persons  that  had  not  the  gift  of  speaking  so 
readily  in  those  strange  languages,  might  yet  have  a  nappy  gift 
communicated  to  them  of  readily  interpreting,  in  apt  and  proper 
expressions,  the  sense  of  what  was  thus  spoken.  These  two  mfts 
were  indeed  frequently  found  in  the  same  persons,  as  is  evident 
from  ver.  6,  *  For  greater,'  i.  e.  more  useful  to  the  church,  '  is  he 
that  prophesieth  than  he  that  speaketh  with  tongues,  except  he 
interpret,  that  the  church  may  receive  edifying.'  Where  it  is  plainly 
implied,  that  the  same  persons  that  spoke  with  tongues  did  some- 
times at  least  also  interpret.  And  therefore  he  exhorts,  ver.  13, 
'  Let  him  that  speaketh  in  an  unknown  tongue  pray  that  he  may 
interpret ;'  that  is,  let  him  pray  to  God  to  give  him  also  the  gift  of 
aptly  and  readily  interpreting  what  he  spoke  in  the  vulgar  tongue, 
that  the  other  might  be  rendered  more  useful ;  which  manifestly 
supposes  that  these  gifts  often  met  together  in  the  same  persons  ; 
though  it  is  plain  they  did  not  always  go  together,  but  were  dis- 
tributed to  aifTerent  persons,  see  chap.  xii.  10,  30,  xiv.  28.  And 
there  might  be  wise  reasons  for  this,  that  might  render  it  proper 
that  those  gifts  should  be  sometimes  separated,  though  we  ao  not 
well  know  those  reasons  at  this  distance,  because  we  are  not  well 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  It  is  evident,  from 
the  account  the  apostle  Paul  gives  us  in  the  xiith  chapter  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  that  it  pleased  God  in  that  nrst  age  to 
distribute  those  extraordinary  gifts  with  great  variety,  *  giving  to 
every  man  severally  according  to  his  will.'  And  it  might  be  so 
ordered  to  prevent  their  being  too  much  elated  on  the  account  of 
those  extraordinary  gifts,  which,  as  human  nature  is  constituted, 
even  good  men  tnemselves  might  be  in  danger  of;  and  to  make 
them  more  deeply  sensible  of  their  continual  dependence  upon  God, 
who  alone  maae  them  to  differ  from  one  anotner ;  and  that  they 
mieht  in  their  several  ways  be  useful  and  necessary  to  each  other, 
and  to  the  church ;  and  so  their  mutual  harmony  mi^ht  be  strength- 
ened. The  apostle  illustrates  this  with  regard  to  this  very  case  of 
different  spintual  gifts,  communicated  to  different  persons,  by  an 
elegant  similitude,  drawn  from  the  different  uses  and  functions  of 
the  members  of  the  body,  see  1  Cor.  xii.  14 — 31. 

Thus  I  have  gone  through  what  this  writer  offers  with  regard  to 
the  gift  of  tongues  ;  for  as  to  his  invective  against '  the  lying  monks 
of  the  fourth  centuly,*  as  he  calls  them,  for  pretending  to  give  an 
account  of  the  apostle's  propagating  Christianity  as  far  as  India, 
8tc.  by  the  help  ot  the  gift  of  tongues,  we  need  not  trouble  ourselves 
much  about  it.  Though  we  have  no  authentic  account  of  the 
apostles^  travels  or  preaching,  yet  it  cannot  reasonably  be  doubted, 
that  they  did  take  pains  to  propagate  Christianity  in  distant  coun- 
tries. Christ's  commission  to  them  was  express  '  to  teach  all  na- 
tions, and  to  go  through  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
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every  creature  ;*  and  it  can  scarce  be  thought,  that  they  who  had  so 
profound  a  veneration  for  oar  Lord  Jesus,  would  entirely  neglect 
the  commission  he  gave  them.     It  does  not  appear  that  *  all  the 
apostles  of  the  circumcision  kept  together  in  and  about  Jerusalem^ 
as  he  pretends,  during  all  St.  Paul's  travels.*     There  is  no  proof 
that  they  were  all  of  them  together  there  at  any  one  time  when  St. 
Paul  came  thither,  not  even  at  the  council  at  Jerusalem.     Or  if 
they  were,  it  no  more  proves  that  they  were  there  continually,  than 
St.  Paul's  being  there  at  those  times  proves  that  he  ^yas  always 
there.     ITie  only  apostle  that  there  is  any  reason  to  think  resided 
constantly  at  Jerusalem  is  St.  James,  who  alone  is  mentioned  at 
St.  Paul's  being  the  last  time  at  Jerusalem,  Acts  xxi.  18  ;  and  Luke's 
silence  about  the  travels  and  labours  of  the  other  apostles,  which 
this  author  urges,  is  no  proof  at  all ;  since  he  did  not  intend  to 
write  down  the  Acts  of  all  the  apostles^  but  chiefly  of  St.  Paul, 
whose  companion  he  was ;  and  after  his  conversion  he  takes  not 
much  notice  of  any  other.     We  find  from  Gral.  ii.  11,  that  St  Peter 
was  at  Antioch,  and  from  his  own  epistle,  that  he  was  at  Babylon ; 
whether  that  be  to  be  understood  of  Babylon  properly  so  called, 
or  of  Rome,  as  some  suppose ;  yet  St.  Luke  takes  not  the  least 
notice  of  either  of  these ;  so  that  no  argument  can  be  drawn  merely 
from  his  silence.     As  to  what  he  farther  urges,  ^  that  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  these  men,  who  were  rigidly  strict  to  the  law,  should 
thus  disperse  themselves  among  the  heathen  nations,  where  they 
could  neither  eat  nor  drink  with  any  body  ;*  he  can  neither  prove 
that  the  apostles  were  so  rigidly  strict  to  the  law  as  he  supposes, 
the  contrary  to  which  has  been  shown ;  nor  if  he  could,  would  it 
prove,  that  they  would  not  travel  among  the  heathen  nations  for 
their  conversion.   Since  it  is  an  undeniable  fact,  that  those  Jews  who 
were  most  strict  in  the  observance  of  the  law,  did  yet  go  among  the 
heathen  to  proselyte  them,  and  did  actually,  from  time  to  time,  turn 
many  of  them  from  their  idolatry.     So  that  this  writer  might  have 
spared  his  reflections  here,  except  he  could  have  brought  some 
better  arguments  to  support  them.     That  Christianity  made  a  vast 
progress,  even  in  the  apostolic  age,  is  certain,  not  only  from  several 
passages  in  Scripture,*  as  well  as  in  Christian  writers,  much  dder 
than  the  fourth  century ,f  but  from  the  testimony  of  heathen  writers 
themselves,  particularly^  Tacitus  with  regard  to  the  apostolic  age, 
and  of  Pliny  for  that  immediately  following.    And  considering  that 

•  See  Rom.  xv.  19,  Col.  v.  6,  25,  ii.  1,  1  Peter  i.  1,  t.  15. 

t  I  sliall  mention  partioularij  that  of  Justin  Martyr,  who  flonriahed  in  a  little  mora 
than  a  hundred  jeara  afler  the  death  of  our  Savioor.  In  hit  dialogue  with  Trrpho, 
upon  occasion  of  that  text  in  Malachi,  chap.  i.  after  having  observed,  that  tbougn  the 
Jews  were  much  dispersed,  yet  there  were  some  nations  among  whom  none  of  them'erer 
jet  dwelt ;  he  adds,  Mk  Iv  yap  8Xwc  c^W  t6  ykvoQ  ^fcv^pwirwv  cere  fitip^dpmv  circ 
^  iXX^voiv,  &c.  '  There  is  no  nation  of  men,  whetner  barbarians  or  Greeks,  or  bj  what- 
ever name  they  are  called,  &c.  among  whom  prajers  and  thanks|pviDgs  are  not  offered 
to  the  Father  and  Maker  of  all  things,  through  the  name  of  a  crucified  Jesos.'  Allowing 
these  expressions  to  be  a  little  hyperbolical,  they  ahow  that  Christianity  bad  then  made 
a  very  wide  progress  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 

t  Tacit.  Annal.  lib.  15.  Plin.  Epist,  lib.  10.  Epist.  97,  ad  Trajan. 
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it  had  no  worldly  advantages  to  attend  it,  that  it  had  the  artifices 
and  influence  of  the  priests,  the  bigotry  and  superstition  of  the 
vulgar,  the  inveterate  prejudices  both  of  the  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and 
the  vicious  appetites  and  passions  of  men  engaged  against  it ;  and 
considering  the  weakness  and  meanness  of  the   instruments   by 
whom  it  was  first  propagated,  and  the  persecutions  to  which  the 
professors  of  it  were  exposed,  it  is  impossible  to   account  for  the 
amazing  progress  it  made,  without  supposing  the  truth  and  evidence 
of  those  facts  on  which  it  is  founded,  and  especially  of  the  extraor- 
dinary gifts  poured  forth  in  the  apostolic  age  ;  among  which  that  of 
tongues  was  very  remarkable,  and  particularly  fitted  to  promote  the 
spreading  of  Christianity  in  different  nations.     And  if  all  these 
apostolical  gifts  had  been  no  more  than  frantic  fits  of  enthusiasm, 
and  the  primitive  Christians  were  such  a  parcel  of  madmen  as  this 
writer  thinks  fit  to  represent  them,  I  am  persuaded  that  Christianity 
and  its  professors  would  soon  have  suuk  into  the  same  obscurity 
with  the  French  prophets,  to  whom  he  is  pleased  to  compare  them. 
I  had  observed,  that  among  other  gifts  ot  the  apostolical  age,  one 
was  the  gift  of  wisdom  and  knowledge,  whereby  they  had  their 
minds  extraordinarily  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of  spiritual  and 
divine  things,  and  that  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  this  was  one  of 
those  gifts  that  were  capable  of  bein^  abused  to  propagate  error 
and  falsehood;  'since  it  is  a  contradiction   to  suppose,  that  any 
person  should,  by  the  exercise  of  this  gift  of  divine  wisdom  and 
knowledge,  that  is,  by  the  very  actual  exercise  of  the  knowledge  of 
truth,  and  by  declaring  and  imparting  to  others  the  knowledge  he 
himself  had  of  the  truth,  promote  and  propagate  false  doctrine  and 
error.*     Our  author  makes  himself  very  merry  with  this,  and  thinks 
it  is  not  *  possible  for  any  man  to  read  it  and  forbear  laughing/  But 
the  ridicule  turns  upon  himself.     The  supposition  he  had  made  in 
his  former  book»  concerning  the  extraordinary  ^ifts  in  the  apostolic 
age  was  this,  *  that  those  that  were  endued  with  thbse  gifts  might 
make  either  a  good  or  bad  use  of  them,  as  much  as  of  any  natural 
faculties  or  talents;'* where  he  evidently  runs  a  parallel  between 
natural  faculties  and  talents  and  the  apostolical  gifts,  and  supposes 
them  to  be  alike  in  this,  that  they  were  equally  capable  of  being 
applied  to  good  or  ill  pui-poses.     This  will  easily  be  allowed  with 
regard  to  natural  faculties  and  talents.     For  when  a  man  uses  those 
tafents,  e.  g.  his  judgment,  fency,  sa^city,  eloquence,  to  promote 
error  and  vice,  he  as  really  uses  his  faculties  and  talents,  as  if  he 
employed  them  in  the  cause  of  truth  and  virtue,  only  he  makes  a 
wrong  or  bad  use  of  them.     But  the  case  is  different  with  regard  to 
some  of  the  apostolical  gifls.     They  were  not  like  natural  faculties, 
which  may  be  really  used  and  exercised,  and  in  that  use  and  exer- 
cise be  applied  to  promote  error  as  well  as  truth ;  but  they  were  of 
such  a  nature,  as  if  really  used  and  exercised  at  all,  could  onlgr 
serve  the  cause  of  truth.     Of  this  kind  I  reckoned  the  ^ft  of  divine 
wisdom  and  knowledge,  which  included  the  illuminating  of  their 
minds  with  the  actual  Icnowledge  of  divine  truth.     Now  it  is  mani- 
fest, that  whenever  this  gift  was  really  exercised,  it  could  only  serve 
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the  cause  of  truth.  Knowledge  may  be  used  to  promote  error,  but 
the  knowledge  of  truth  cannot.  And  the  contrary  supposition  is 
absurd  and  self-contradictory. 

P.  235,  he  allows  that  the  power  of  working  miracles  was  not  a 
permanent  abiding  habit  to  be  exercised  at  any  time,  and  at  mere 
will  and  pleasure ;  that  it  was  not  constant,  but  occasional ;  ^et  he 
asserts,  that '  whenever  they  had  this  power  and  could  exercise  it, 
as  they  were  free  agents  in  it,  they  might  make  a  good  or  bad  use 
of  it,  as  much  as  of  any  natural  power  they  had,  and  in  the  exercise 
of  which  they  were  free,^  p.  236.  But  if  the  apostles  did  not  work 
miracles  by  their  own  power,  but  by  the  immediate  impulse  and 
agency  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  could  never  perform  those  miracles 
at  any  time  but  when  be  thought  fit  to  enable  them  to  do  them  ;  it 
is  absurd  to  the  last  degree  to  suppose  that  they  could  exercise  that 
power  for  such  purposes  as  they  themselves  pleased,  contrary  to  the 
mind  of  the  Spirit  by  whom  they  were  at  that  time  enabled  to 
exercise  it  If  therefore  they  should  have  attempted  at  any  time  to 
work  such  miracles  in  confirmation  of  falsehood,  they  most  have 
immediately  failed  in  the  attempt;  except  we  suppose  the  Spirit 
himself,  by  whose  influence  these  miracles  were  wrought,  and  on 
whose  will  it  depended  when  they  should  work  them,  intended  to 
confirm  falsehood,  and  lent  his  power  for  that  purpose.  To  suppose 
which  of  a  good  Spirit,  which  is  the  present  supposition,  is  a  mani- 
fest inconsistency.  As  to  his  insinuation,  p.  235,  as  if  the  efficacy 
of  the  miracles  depended  on  the  *  faith  of  healing,'  which  he  thinks 
'  madmen  and  lunatics  might  have  in  a  higher  degree  than  others, 
as  they  had  the  greatest  force  of  imagination ;'  I  would  know  when 
the  dead  were  raised,  as  Eutychus  was  by  the  apostle  Paul,  and 
Dorcas  by  St.  Peter,  whether  the  faith  and  imagination  of  these 
dead  persons  did  also  co-operate  to  their  being  raised  again?  Or, 
did  the  faith  of  the  impotent  man  that  had  been  lame  from  his 
mother^s  womb,  i.  e.  his  belief  that  the  apostles  would  ^ve  him 
money,  for  this  was  all  he  expected  from  them ;  did  this  imagi- 
nation of  his  enable  them  in  an  instant,  by  a  word  speaking,  to 
restore  him  to  the  perfect  use  of  his  limbs  ?  Acts  iii.  4—8.  But  I 
shall  say  no  more  of  this  here,  having  taken  notice  of  it  before  ; 
and  besides,  our  author  is  pleased  afterwards  to  own,  p.  286,  that 
'  the  cure  of  a  fever,  or  any  common  distemper,  by  a  touch  or 
word  of  command,  must  be  allowed  to  be  very  extraordinary  and 
miraculous/ 
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CHAPTER  XL 

The  AaUior*8  attempt  to  vindicate  what  he  had  said  ooDcerning  the  Apostle's  preaching 
different  Gospels,  shown  to  be  vain  and  insufficient.  His  censures  on  the  Apocalypse 
considered.  The  doctrine  of  Christ's  satisfaction  farther  vindicated  against  his  ex- 
ceptions. His  concluding  attempt  to  prove  that  there  are  plain  marks  of  imposture 
in  the  law  of  Moses,  and  particularly  that  it  was  calculated  to  advance  the  camid 
worldly  interest  of  the  politician,  and  that  it  gave  a  large  indulgence  to  personal 
intemperance,  and  the  lusts  of  undeanness.  The  strange  representations  he  makes 
of  the  law  of  jealousy.  The  injustice  of  his  reflections  upon  it  shown.  The  Con- 
clusion. 

This  writer  had,  in  his  former  book,  made  a  mighty  noise  about 
the  different  gospels  preached  by  the  aposdes.  He  had  given  a 
formal  account  of  the  Jewish  gospel,  which  he  pretends  was  taught 
by  all  the  apostles  but  St.  raui.  This  pretended  Jewish  gospel 
was  shown  to  be  entirely  his  own  fiction.^  It  highly  concerned 
him,  therefore,  since  he  had  laid  so  great  a  stress  upon  it»  to  vin- 
dicate what  he  had  offered  on  this  head,  if  he  had  been  able  to  do 
it.  And  he  assures  us,  in  the  contents  of  his  ninth  section,  which 
I  am  now  going  to  consider,  that  he  has  proved  that  there  was  a 
real  separation  between  Peter  and  Paul,  *  occasioned  by  the  dif- 
ferent gospels  they  preached.'  One  would,  therefore,  have  expected 
here  some  vindication  of  his  Jewish  gospels,  but  nothing  of  this 
appears.  He  crys  out,  as  his  custom  is,  against  systems  and 
school  divinity,  which  to  be  sure  is  very  pertinent  to  the  point  in 
debate.  And  then  he  answers  all  that  I  had  said  by  asking  a  few 
questions,  which  he  supposes  must  '  take  me  three  or  four  volumes 
more  to  answer.'  One  of  them  relates  to  the  long  and  warm  de- 
bates in  the  Jerusalem  council;  but  how  this  will  prove  a  difference 
among  the  apostles  is  hard  to  see ;  since  it  appears  that  there  was 
an  entire  harmony  among  them,  and  that  they  all  concurred  in 
condemning  the  false  Judaizing  teachers,  as  subverting  men's  souls, 
and  in  absolving  the  Gentiles  from  the  observation  of  the  law  of 
Moses.  He  next  mentions  Paul's  withstanding  Peter  to  the  face, 
and  '  charging  him  with  prevarication  and  inconsistency.'  But  this 
doth  not  prove  that  they  preached  different  gospels.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  appears  evidently,  from  that  very  passage,  that  Su  Peter 
did  not  believe  the  absolute  obligation  of  the  ceremonial  law  more 
than  St.  Paul;  that  the  difference  between  them  was  not  about 
any  point  of  doctrine  ;  but  because  Peter,  for  fear  of  giving  offence 
to  some  of  the  Jews  that  came  from  Jerusalem,  declined  eating 
openly  with  the  Gentiles  as  he  had  done  before ;  for  this  he  wasi 
blamed  by  St.  Paul.  And  this  apostle,  in  what  he  saith  to  him  on 
that  occasion,  proceeds  upon  it  as  an  uncontested  truth,  in  which 

•  See  DiT.  Author,  pp.  231—23?. 
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he  and  St.  Peter  were  agreed;  that  we  are  justified,  *  not  by  the 
works  of  the  law,  but  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,'  Gal.  ii.  15,  16. 
Our  author's  next  question  supposes,  that  James  ^  sent  down  his 
Jewish  zealots  to  Antioch,  after  the  decree  of  the  council,  to  insist 
upon  circumcision  and  obedience  to  the  whole  law.  But  this 
cannot  reasonably  be  supposed,  since  we  find  that  James  himself 
was  one  of  the  principal  of  those  that  in  the  council  of  Jerusalem 
argued  for  exempting  the  Gentiles  from  those  things,  and  joined  in 
branding  those  as  troublers  of  the  churches,  and  subverters  of 
men's  souls,  that  insisted  upon  it.  And  afterwards  we  find  him 
representing  it  as  a  fixed  point,  agreed  and  concluded  upon,  that 
the  *  Gentiles  should  observe  no  such  things,'  Acts  xxi.  26.  Our 
author's  following  questions  go  upon  these  suppositions:  *  that 
Peter  and  Paul  broke  upon  this,  and  a  schism  in  the  church  hap- 
pened upon  it  during  the  whole  apostoUcal  age  ;*  the  absolute 
falsehood  of  which  was  clearly  and  fully  shown  hi  my  former  book, 
to  which  he  has  not  been  able  to  make  the  least  reply.*  That  St, 
Paul,  '  long  after  this,  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  mentions 
Peter  personally,  and  by  name,  five  or  six  times,  as  the  head  and 
ringleader  of  those  Judaizers ;  and  that  he  openly  and  plainly 
charges  the  Judaizing  apostles  and  teachers,'  by  which  this  writer 
means  all  the  apostles  of  our  Lord,  except  St.  Paul  himself,  *  as 
false  apostles  and  teachers,  and  for  usurping  the  ministry,  which 
had  been  wholly  left  to  him.  All  this  is  purely  fiction,  since,  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  evident  from  the  account  St.  Paul  himself  gives, 
that  there  was  an  entire  harmony  and  agreement  between  him  and 
the  other  apostles,  of  whom  St.  Peter  was  one  of  the  chief.  That 
they  approved  his  doctrine,  and  owned  his  divine  mission ;  and  he 
plamly  distinguishes  between  the  apostles,  and  those  whom  he 
calls  'false  brethren,'  who  came  in  *  privily  to  spy  out  their  liberty,' 
Gal.  ii.  2 — 10.  Thus  I  have  gone  through  the  author's  questions, 
which,  with  the  invectives  he  is  pleased  here  to  bestow  very  plen- 
tifully upon  me,  and  which  it  is  neither  worth  my  while  nor  the 
reader's  to  take  the  least  notice  of,  is  all  that  he  ofiers  to  show 
that  the  apostles  preached  different  gospels;  and  must  pass  for 
a  fiiU  answer  to  the  clear  and  direct  proofs  I  have  brought  to  the 
contrary. 

He  goes  on,  p.  240,  Sec,  to  say  something  again  about  the 
Jerusalem  council,  and  repeats  what  he  had  said  in  his  former 
book,  '  that  the  Jerusalem  council  enjoined  the  law  of  proselytism 
upon  the  heathen  Gentile  converts  ;  and  this  law  of  proselytism  he 
explains  to  be  a  total  absolute  separation  from  the  rest  of  the 
world,  with  regard  to  eating,  drinking,  cohabitation,  intermarriages,' 
&c.  He  should  have  told  us  from  what  memoirs  he  comes  to 
know  that  the  Jerusalem  councils  enjoined  this  upon  the  Gentile 
'  converts.  For  it  is  certain  there  is  no  mention  of  any  such  in- 
junction  in  the  account  given  us  of  that  council,  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  nor  of  the  difference  and  schism  between  them  and  St. 

♦  See  Div.  Author,  pp,  236,  248,  249. 
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Paul,  which  he  asBures  us  this  was  the  occasion  of.  But  there  is 
one  part  of  this  pretended  decree,  which,  if  it  had  been  made  in 
that  council,  that  apostle  certainly  would  not  have  been  against, 
and  that  is,  the  forbidding  intermarriages  between  the  Christians 
and  the  idolatrous  Gtentiles.  For  it  is  evident  from  what  he  saith, 
2  Cor.  vi.  14 — 16,  that  he  very  much  disapproved  and  condemned 
those  marriages  between  believers  and  unbelievers. 

Pp.  241,  242,  he  feigns  a  state  of  the  case  at  that  council,  that 
is  neither  true  in  fact,  nor,  if  it  were,  would  be  any  thing  to  the 
purpose  at  all.  He  represents  it  as  if  the  occasion  of  the  council 
was,  that  the  Judaizing  teachers,  who  urged  circumcision  and  the 
observation  of  the  law  upon  the  Gentiles,  were  willing  that  those 
among  the  Gentiles  that  had  been  *  proselytes  of  the  gate,'  at 
the  time  of  their  conversion  to  Christianity,  should  be  admitted 
into  the  church  and  to  all  its  privileges  equally  with  the  Jews, 
without  being  circumcised.  But  that  they  would  not  admit  those 
that  had  been  converted  to  Christianity,  from  being  idolatrous 
Gentiles,  to  come  into  the  church  without  circumcision.  But  this 
is  entirely  his  own  imagination.  Those  Judaizing  teachers  that 
came  to  Antioch  laid  it  down  as  an  universal  rule  concerning  all 
the  Gentile  converts,  *  that  except  they  were  circumcised  after  the 
manner  of  Moses,  they  could  not  be  saved.'  This  they  urged  upon 
the  brethren  at  Antioch,  a  church  that  had  been  originally  founded, 
not  by  St.  Paul,  but  by  some  that  came  from  Jerusalem  ;  and 
which  seems  to  have  been  chiefly  gathered  out  of  such  as  had 
been  'proselytes  of  the  gate;'  see  Acts  xi.  20,  21,  22,  25  ;  though 
no  doubt  there  were  also  many  among  them  that  had  been  idol- 
atrous Gentiles  at  the  time  of  their  conversion.  Accordingly,  the 
question  before  the  council  proceeded  concerning  all  the  Gentile 
converts  without  distinction.  And  Peter,  in  his  arguings  upon  it, 
puts  them  in  mind  that  God  had  chosen  him  long  before,  *  that 
the  Gentiles  should  hear  by  his  mouth  the  word  of  the  gospel, 
and  believe,  and  put  no  difference  between  them  and  the  Jews,'  Acts 
XV.  7,  8,  9,  where  he  calls  Cornelius  and  those  that  were  with  him, 
though  they  were  proselytes  of  the  gate,  and  not  idolaters, '  Gen- 
tiles;' and  St.  James,  speaking  of  the  same  thing,  calls  them 
*  Gentiles  too,'  v.  14.  Indeed  all  the  proselytes  of  the  gate  had 
been  once  idolatrous  Gentiles,  and  after  being  turned  from  their 
idolatry  were  still  called  Gentiles ;  and  were  not  taken  at  all  into 
the  peculium  of  the  Jews,  nor  regarded  as  belonging  to  their  body, 
without  being  circumcised.  And  therefore  the  Judaizing  teachers 
were  not  for  having  them,  or  any  other  from  among  the  Gentiles  to 
be  taken  into  the  Christian  church  without  being  circumcised. 
They  were  for  having  the  observation  of  the  law  urged  as  necessary 
upon  all  the  Gentile  converts  without  exception.  And  the  council 
was  for  having  all  the  Gentile  converts,  without  distinction,  ex- 
empted from  it.  In  this  all  the  apostles  and  elders  agreed,  and 
passed  a  severe  censure  upon  those  false  teachers  that  had  urged 
the  necessity  of  circumcision  ;  so  that  what  was  done  at  that 
council,  instead  of  proving  that  there  were  differences  among  the 
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apostles,  or  between  the  other  apostles  and  St.  Paul,  which  is  what 
tne  author  brings  it  for,  furnishes  a  manifest  proof  that  there  was 
an  entire  harmony  among  them.  Nor  has  this  writer  been  able  to 
produce  any  thing  to  the  contrary;  but  after  repeating  what  he 
nad  said  before,  and  what  has  already  been  considered,  concerning 
St.  Paul's  blaming  Peter  at  Antioch,  flies  into  some  wild  talk  con- 
cerning Peter's  infallibility,  when  he  denied  his  master,  &c. ;  see 
!)p.  243,  244.  And  then  leaves  his  argument  concerning  the  dif- 
erence  between  the  apostles  and  the  di£^rent  gospels  they  preached 
to  shift  for  itself,  as  well  as  it  can. 

He  next  proceeds  to  vindicate  what  he  had  said  with  regard  to 
the  apocalypse,  and  represents  me  as  undertaking  to  prove  that  it 
is  not  the  Christian  Revelation ;  as  if  I  denied  it  to  be  a  Sacred 
Book  of  the  New  Testament ;  because  I  would  not  allow  it  to  be 
the  whole  of  the  Christian  Revelation,  as  he  had  absurdly  in- 
sinuated, because  it  has  the  words,  ^  Revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,'  in 
the  title. 

What  he  offers  here  is  so  strangely  loose,  that  the  difficulty  lies, 
not  in  confuting  it,  but  in  reducing  it  to  any  thing  that  can  look 
like  argument.  He  had  asserted  that  that  book  teaches  the  me* 
diatorial  worship  of  saints  and  angels,  and  prayers  for  the  dead  : 
that  the  Christian  Jews  soon  fell  into  gross  idolatry,  and  set  up  a 
great  number  of  mediators  and  intercessors  with  God  instead  of 
one.  And  this  he  pretended  to  prove  from  the  apocalyse ;  and  the 
proof  he  brought  was,  because  the  twenty- four  elders,  whom  he 
supposed  to  be  the  '  principal  angels,'  are  represented  as  having 
^  golden  censors  in  their  hands  full  of  incense,  which  is  the  prayers 
of  the  saints.'  But  it  was  shown  that  those  elders  were  not  to  be 
understood  of  the  angels,  nor  of  departed  saints ;  but  that  it  was 
designed  as  a  figurative  representation  of  the  state  of  the  church 
on  earth,  and  the  prayers  offered  up  to  God  there.  And  it  is 
evident  to  any  one  that  hath  considered  that  book,  that  heaven, 
and  the  temple,  and  altar  there,  often  signify  in  this  prophecy,  the 
visible  Christian  church  on  earth,  and  the  worship  there  performed. 
Our  author  hath  nothing  to  offer  against  this ;  but  to  fly  out 
against  the  prophetic  language  and  style,  as  something  that  cannot 
be  made  common  sense  of.  But  though  the  style  be  figuratiire» 
and  he  that  would  take  all  the  expressions  of  that  book  literally, 
would  show  himself  as  absurd  as  this  writer  has  done  ;  yet  it  doth 
not  follow  but  that  by  a  careful  comparing  one  thing  with  another, 
and  considering  the  genius  of  the  prophetic  style,  we  may  come  to 
know  the  design  of  those  expressions.  And  many  learned  men, 
every  way  superior  to  this  writer,  and  much  better  judges  of  good 
sense  than  he  can  reasonably  pretend  to  be,  have  very  profitably 
employed  their  pains  this  way,  and  found  not  only  a  good,  but  a 
sublime  and  useful  sense.  And  notwithstanding  the  obscurities  of 
this  book,  there  have  been  many  noble  discoveries  made  from  it, 
that  affords  an  illustrious  proof  of  the  extent  of  the  divine  fore- 
knowledge, and  of  the  truth  and  reality  of  prophecy. 

This  writer  makes  himself  merry  with  my  having  said,  that  the 
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^  word  aneel  admits  of  so  many  senses  in  that  book,  that  no  argu- 
ment can  oe  drawn  from  it'^  The  plain  design  of  which  was,  that 
no  argument  can  be  drawn  merely  from  that  word,  as  if  whenever 
it  occurs  in  that  book,  it  is  to  be  understood  literally  of  aneels 
properly  so  called,  since  it  is  evident,  that  this  expression  is  often 
used,  where  angels,  properly  so  called,  are  not  intended  to  be  re- 
presented by  it,  of  wnich  I  save  some  instances.  Bnt  though  that 
word  is  there  taken  in  very  aifferent  senses,  yet  for  the  most  part, 
by  a  careful  consideration  of  the  circumstances  of  the  context 
where  it  is  used,  we  may  come  to  know  the  meaning  of  it ;  and  if 
in  some  particular  passages  we  cannot  be  certain  as  to  the  precise 
meaning  of  it,  it  will  omy  follow,  that  no  argument  can  be  drawn 
from  it,  as  used  in  those  passages  ;  which  may  be  safely  allowed, 
since  there  are  many  passages  m  that  book,  mat  we  do  not  pre- 
cisely know  the  meaning  of;  and  yet  this  doth  not  hinder,  but 
that  there  are  other  passages  plain  enough,  and  of  special  use. 
One  of  which  I  take  to  be  that  of  the  angel  forbidding  John  to 
worship  him,  though  it  could  only  be  an  inferior  worship  that 
John  intended.  And  it  is  an  odd  thing  for  this  writer  to  attempt 
to*prove  the  worship  of  angels  from  that  book,  in  which  it  is  as 
clearly  forbidden  as  m  any  one  passage  in  the  whole  Scripture. 

As  to  prayers  for  the  dead,  he  pretends  I  have  admitted  of  it  so 
far  as  he  had  urged  it  from  the  authority  of  the  apocalypse.  I  had 
shown  that  what  this  author  would  put  upon  us  as  a  proof  of 
prayers  for  the  dead,  has  nothing  in  it  but  what  is  very  agreeable 
to  reason,  and  what  no  understanding  Protestant  ever  denied. 
And  now  he  does  not  so  much  as  undertake  to  show  the  absurdity 
of  it;  but  talks  of  the  primitive  Christians  in  the  first  ages,  as 
supposing  the  souls  of  the  departed  saints,  to  be  'hovering  about 
their  tombs  and  sepulchres,'  in  which  he  abuses  them  as  well  as 
St.  John ;  since  thouj^h  they  did  not  suppose  them  to  be  admitted 
into  the  full  glory  oi  heaven,  till  the  resurrection,  yet  they  sup- 
posed them  to  DC  in  a  paradise,  a  state  of  rest  and  peace. 

He  had  asserted,  that  the  author  of  this  book  confines  salvation 
to  the  Jews  only,  and  that  according  to  him,  not  one  Gentile  was 
to  be  saved.  Mor.  Phil.  vol.  i.  p.  372.  The  contrary  to  this  was 
plainly  proved  by  express  passages  out  of  the  book  itself,  to  which 
our  autnor  has  nothmg  to  answer ;  but  according  to  his  laudable 
custom,  still  persists  in  afiBrming  what  he  had  said  before.  He  de- 
clares that  tne  whole  Jewish  nation  excluded  even  the  devout 
Gentiles,  or  proselytes  of  the  gate,  from  any  possibility  of  salva- 
tion, till  they  became  proselytes  of  righteousness,  and  conformed 
to  the  whole  law ;  and  that  the  Christian  Jews  made  the  entrance 
still  narrower,  and  excluded  all  from  hope  of  salvation,  who  did 
believe  Jesus  to  be  the  true  national  prophetic  Messiah ;  that  is, 
*  a  mighty  conquering  prince  of  the  house  of  David,  who  was  to 
subdue  all  other  nations  under  them/  And  so  he  goes  on  after  his 
way,  to  assert  that  this  was  the  idea  under  which  the  prophets  re- 
presented the  Messiah,  see  pp.  250,  251,  which  he  had  said  several 
times  before,  and  which  has  been  already  considered. 

•  See  Divine  Aathoritjr,  pp.  t52,  «63.         ^.^.^.^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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He  concludes  this  section  with  assuring  his  reader,  that  hy  my 
own  acknowledgment  the  prophetic  style  and  language  are  unmtet- 
ligible ;  and  then  urges,  that  it  is  impossible  to  convince  the  Jews 
that  they  mistook  the  prophets ;  whereas  it  is  both  certain  that 
great  numbers  of  the  Jews,  at  the  first  promulgation  of  the  gospel^ 
were  convinced  by  those  prophecies ;  and  that  many  of  the  Jews 
since  have  been  convinced  by  them,  of  some  of  which  Mr.  Chap- 
man has  given  him  a  particular  account.  As  to  what  he  adds, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  me,  by  all  my  shifts  and  evasions,  to  con- 
vince him  that  he  has  mistaken  the  prophets,  p.  264,  I  will  rea- 
dily agree,  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  him  own  that  he  is  con- 
vinceo,  or  that  he  has  ever  been  in  the  wrong,  in  any  one  thing  he 
has  advanced ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  very  easy  to  convince 
the  rest  of  the  world  of  this. 

In  his  last  section,  he  proposes  to  consider  what  I  had  offered 
concerning  the  satisfaction  of  Christ.  He  saith  this  is  ^  a  turning 
point,  and  almost  the  hinge  of  the  whole  controversy,  and  that 
therefore  he  will  more  particularly  consider  all  that  I  had  offered 
about  it.'  One  would  expect  after  this,  that  he  should  have  en- 
tered on  a  distinct  examination  of  the  argument,  and  yet  he  passes 
it  over  without  so  much  as  taking  off*  the  force  of  anything  I  had 
offered  in  answer  to  his  objections. 

He  agaiq  represents  it  as  a  '  perfect  inversion  of  all  order  and  jus- 
tice, that  the  innocent  should  suffer  for  the  guilty  ;  that  merit  and  de- 
merit are  incommunicable  adjuncts,  and  not  transferrable  from  one 
person  to  another;  that  it  is  impossible  to  urge  the  doctrine  of 
Christ's  satisfaction  in  any  way  whatsoever,  so  as  not  to  have  a 
mischievous  effect,  as  not  encouraging  presumption,  c|uieting  men 
in  their  sins,  and  bearing  off  repentance.'  These  thmgs  he  had 
urged  more  largely  and  strongly  before ;  and  they  have  oeen  par- 
ticularly considered ;  and  as  he  has  not  vouchsafed  to  take  the 
least  notice  of  what  was  offered  on  these  heads,  I  shall  refer  the 
reader  to  my  former  answer. 

He  still  msists  upon  it,  that  he  had  fully  proved,  that  '  there 
were  no  vicarious  sacrifices  under  the  law  of  Moses;  and  that  a 
man's  offering  a  sacrifice  did  not  exempt  him  from  any  other 
mulct,  fine,  or  penalty  in  law.'  And  he  is  the  more  sure  of  this, 
because  I  have  not  been  able  to  give  any  instance  to  the  contrary. 
And  yet  I  showed,  that  in  cases  where  sacrifices  were  appointed 
to  be  offered,  a  man  was  always  exempted  from  any  fine,  mulct,  or 
penalty.  That  the  sacrifice  under  that  constitution  was  always 
supposed  to  avert  the  penalty,  which  would  otherwise  have  been 
due.  But  he  urges,  that  sacrifices  were  a  part  of  legal  obedience, 
and  therefore  they  could  not  possibly  typify  and  represent  any  real 
propitiation  or  sacrifice  for  sin,  p.  261.  That  'what  was  called 
making  the  atonement  by  the  priest's  sprinkling  the  blood,  could 
signify  nothing  but  declaring  the  atonement,  or  giving  this  open, 
public,  and  legal  notification  of  it,  that  the  person's  sacrifice  was 
accented,  and  that  by  this  personal  act  of  obedience  to  the  law,  he 
stood  acquitted  in  law.     It  was  in  the  nature  of  a  legal  discharge, 
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that  the  law  by  such  an  offering  or  personal  act  was  satisfied  to 
that  time.'  p.  263.  It  will  easily  be  acknowledged^  that  the  offer- 
ing the  sacrifice,  in  cases  where  sacrifices  were  appointed  by  the 
law  to  be  offered,  was  an  act  of  obedience  to  the  law ;  and  that 
upon  offering  the  sacrifice  in  such  cases  in  the  proper  manner,  the 
person  was  acquitted  and  discharged  in  law  from  the  guilt  he  was 
supposed  to  have  contracted,  and  the  law  was  satisfied.  But  does 
this  prove,  that  therefore  there  was  no  atonement  supposed  to  be 
made  by  those  sacrifices  ?  It  proves  the  very  contrary.  And  it  is 
a  strange  way  of  reasoning,  that  because  the  law  required  a  sacri- 
fice to  be  offered  as  an  atonement,  in  order  to  the  obtaining  legal 
remission,  and  upon  offering  the  sacrifice,  a  man  did  obtain  legal 
forgiveness ;  therefore  the  sacrifice  made  no  legal  atonement,  or 
was  not  supposed  to  make  an  atonement  in  law  ? 

As  to  what  he  adds,  p.  264,  that  ^'  in  like  manner,  Jesus  Christ, 
by  his  obedience  to  death,  and  shedding  his  blood  upon  the  cross, 
gave  a  pubhc  authentic  declaration,  or  notification,  of  the  accept- 
ableness  of  such  personal  obedience,  as  the  true  righteousness 
that  God  would  accept  or  reward,'  I  do  not  see  how  Christ's 
suffering  and  dying  could  be  said  to  be  a  notification  of  the  accep- 
tableness  of  his  obedience  and  death  ;  it  was  his  resurrection  and 
glorification  that  was  the  proper  notification  of  this;  and  there- 
fore if  his  death  or  shedding  his  blood,  is  represented  as  a  propi- 
tiation, on  no  other  account  than  that  it  publicly  notified  the  ac- 
ceptableness  of  his  obedience,  his  resurrection  may  be  more  justly 
called  a  propitiation  or  atonement,  which  yet  it  never  is  in  Scripture. 

But  he  urges,  p.  260,  that  *  there  is  not  one  word  in  Scripture  of 
Christ's  dying  to  reconcile  God  to  us,  or  to  dispose  him  to  be  mer- 
ciful to  penitent  sinners ;'  nor  do  those  systematical  divines,  over 
whom  he  triumphs  on  all  occasions,  suppose  that  Christ  died  to 
dispose  God  to  be  merciful  to  us ;  but  it  was  because  he  was  dis- 
posed to  be  merciful  to  us,  that  he  sent  his  son  Jesus  Christ  to  die, 
and  give  himself  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins.  He  adds,  that  there  is 
not  one  word  in  Scripture  of  Christ's  dying  to  procure  merit  or 
pardon  upon  our  repentance,  or  to  manifest  and  display  the  justice 
and  righteousness  of  God,  and  his  hatred  of  sin.  But  we  are  told 
in  Scripture,  that  Christ's  blood  was  shed  for  the  remission  of  sins ; 
that  in  him  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood,  even  the  re- 
mission of  sins ;  that  his  blood  cleanseth  from  all  sin ;  that  God 
hath  set  him  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood, 
to  declare  his  righteousness  in  the  remission  of  sins,  that  God 
might  be  iust,  and  the  justifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jesus; 
that  God  hath  made  him  to  be  sin,  or  a  sin-offering  for  us,  that 
we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him ;  that  is,  that 
we  might  be  justified  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Jesus 
Christ,  as  it  is  elsewhere  expressed  :  that  Cnrist  hath  redeemed  us 
from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curse  for  us.  And  many 
other  passages  might  be  produced  to  the  same  purpose.  And  what 
sense  can  be  made  of  tnese  and  such  like  expressions  upon  our 
author's  scheme,  I  cannot  see. 
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But  the  most  Toi'midable  objection  is  still  behind.  He  has  a 
good  deed  of  talk,  pp.  259^  200,  to  show  how  much  the  world 
must  be  '  obliged  to  tne  ignorant  and  wicked  Jews  upon  the  medi- 
atorial scheme ;  and  how  hard  it  is  to  censure  or  condemn  them 
for  doing  a  things  that  was  necessary  to  be  done  for  the  salvation 
of  mankind ;  and  which  God  had  1>efore  ordained  and  appointed 
to  be  done.'  But  this  sa^cious  writer  does  not  reflect,  that  if 
this  way  of  talking  were  just,  it  would  bear  as  hard  upon  the 
scheme  he  pretends  to  espouse,  as  upon  that  which  he  thmks  fit 
to  oppose.  He  himself  says,  that  it  is  clear  and  intelligible  enoij^h, 
how  a  whole  nation,  or  the  whole  world,  may  derive  vast  advan- 
tages from  the  sufferings  and  hardships  of  a  particular  person/  p. 
259.  And  will  he  say,  that  upon  such  a  supposition,  the  worM 
would  be  obUged  for  these  vast  advantages  to  them  that  inflicted 
those  sufferings  and  hardships  upon  that  person  ?  He  had  in  his 
former  book  mentioned  several  advantages,  arising  from  the  death 
of  Christ ;  and  particularly,  that  it  was  of  great  benefit,  as  he  was 
a  dorious  martyr,  that  died  to  confirm  the  truth  of  his  doctrine, 
and  as  he  thereby  exhibited  an  admirable  and  useful  example. 
And  must  we  thank  the  Jews,  and  own  our  great  obligation  to  them 
for  ail  this  ?  This,  it  must  be  owned,  is  a  very  extraordinary  way 
•of  talking.  And  so  whenever  God,  in  his  infinite  wisdom,  over- 
rules the  wickedness  of  mankind,  which  he  perfectly  foresaw,  but 
of  which  he  is  not  the  author  and  the  cause,  and  brings  the  most 
eminent  good  out  of  it,  the  thanks  must  be  given  to  the  wicked 
actors,  though  they  were  prompted  to  what  they  did,  merely  by 
their  own  malice,  rather  than  to  that  supreme  wisdom  and  good- 
ness, which,  contrary  to  their  intention,  brought  so  much  good 
out  of  that  evil.  But  he  asks,  if  Christ  bad  not  suffered  from  the 
Jews,  must  the  whole  world  have  been  damned?  This  goes  upon 
the  modest  supposition  of  God's  prescience  being  disappointed, 
and  then  what  would  have  been  done  next  ?  1  will  not  pretend 
to  say  what  might  have  been  done,  or  what  method  God,  in  his  in- 
exhaustible wisdom,  might  have  fixed  upon  for  dispensing  his 
mercy  towards  sinful  mankind :  but  as  he  has  taken  this  way  of 
doing  it,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  best,  and  most  wisely  and  fitly 
ordered.  And  it  does  not  prove  that  God  did  not  take  this  me- 
thod, because  if  he  had  not  taken  this  method  he  would  have  fixed 
upon  another.  It  does  not  prove,  that  Christ  did  not  suffer  and 
die  to  make  atonement  for  our  sins,  because  if  he  had  not  suffered 
and  died,  he  had  made  no  atonement  for  our  sins  by  his  sufferings 
and  death :  but  such  is  our  author's  admirable  reasoning.  And  at 
this  rate  it  must  be  said,  that  Christ  did  not  die  to  leave  us  an  ex- 
ample, which  yet  this  writer  pretends  to  own  he  did,  because  if 
he  had  not  died,  he  had  not  left  us  an  example  by  his  death.  But 
I  need  say  no  more  on  this  head  of  Christ's  satisfaction,  which 
was  60  largely  considered  in  my  former  book,  and  which  this  wri- 
ter  here  so  slightly  passes  over. 

He  concludes  this  section  and  his  book,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned 
in  it,  with  a  virulent  invective  against  the  law  of  Moses,  which  he 
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assures  us  has  all  the  marks  and  characters  of  imposture,  mentioned 
by  Dean  Prideaux  jn  his  Letter  to  the  Deists,  and  applied  by  him 
to  the  religion  of  Mahomet.  And  first  he  affirms,  pp.  266,  266, 
that  ^  the  whole  plan  and  ccTntrivance  of  this  polity  was  calculated 
and  directed  for  the  temporal  carnal  interests,  wealth,  and  power 
of  the  pohtician,  by  securing  the  government  for  ever  in  his  own 
tribe  and  family.' 

As  to  Moses's  own  family,  I  think  he  gave  the  greatest  proof  of 
his  disinterestedness,  and  now  far  he  was  from  any  worldly  am* 
bitious  views ;  since,  notwithstanding  his  vast  authority  and  interest 
with  the  people,  though  he  left  two  sons,  he  did  not  raise  either  of 
them  or  tneir  children  to  any  dignity  at  all,  but  left  them  to  con- 
tinue undistinguished  among  the  common  Levites,  whose  business 
was  only  to  minister  about  the  sanctuary,  in  inferior  offices  under 
the  priests.  And  accordingly  they  and  their  descendants  continued 
in  obscurity,  nor  do  we  find  they  made  any  figure  at  all.  It  is 
true  the  priesthood  was  vested  in  the  family  of  Aaron  by  that  con* 
stitution,  who  was  Moses's  brother ;  but  if  Moses  had  been  acted 
by  a  spirit  of  ambition,  and  a  desire  of  advancing  the  power  and 
grandeur  of  his  family,  as  this  writer  represents  it,  was  it  not 
natural  to  expect  that  he  should  have  in  the  first  place  taken  care 
of  his  own  immediate  progeny  ?  Or,  if  he  had  admitted  Aaron  and 
his  family  to  a  share  of  the  priesthood,  that  he  would  not  have 
excluded  his  own  for  ever  from  it,  which  yet  we  find  he  did  ?  But 
Moses,  in  the  constitutions  he  made,  was  only  governed  by  the 
directions  he  received  fi-om  God,  and  was  *  faithful  to  Him  that 
appointed  him,'  without  any  regard  to  his  own  private  interests.  As 
to  what  this  writer  so  often  insinuates,  as  if  the  government  was 
vested  in  the  tribe  of  Levi  by  the  Mosaic  constitution,  this  has 
been  shown  to  be  false.  When  Moses  appointed  judges,  who  were 
to  discharge  the  office  of  magistrates  among  the  people,  both  the 
inferior  judges,  who  were  to  determine  lesser  matters,  and  the 
seventy  elders,  that  were  appointed  for  causes  of  a  higher  nature, 
in  neither  of  these  appointments  was  there  any  peculiar  regard  to 
the  tribe  of  Levi ;  out  they  were  chosen  out  of  all  the  tribes. 
When  he  died,  he  did  not  leave  the  chief  government  either  in  his 
own  or  brother's  family,  or  in  his  own  tribe,  but  left  it  in  the  hands 
of  Joshua,  whom  he  appointed  to  succeed  him,  and  in  whom  the 
supreme  power  was  vested.  Nor  was  there  any  direction  in  the  law 
that  the  succeeding  governors  should  be  of  the  tribe  of  Levi ;  and, 
in  fact,  none  of  the  judges  were  ever  chosen  out  of  that  tribe, 
except  Eli  and  Samuel.  And  as  to  their  kings,  all  the  direction 
Moses  gives  as  to  their  choosing  them  is,  that  they  should  choose 
'  one  from  among  their  brethren,'  without  confining  them  to  any 
particular  tribe,  Deut.  xvii.  15.  And,  by  the  prophecy  he  mentions 
of  dying  Jacob,  he  seems  plainly  to  fix  the  chief  authority  in  the 
tribe  of  Judah,  Gen.  xhx.  8,  10.  And,  in  fact  we  find,  that  when 
they  came  to  have  kings,  they  were  not  taken  from  among  the 
priests,  as  it  was  in  Egypt,  where  their  kings  were  usually  priests. ''^ 


•  See  Plutarch  de  Isid.  et  Osirid.  ^ 
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As  to  what  he  farther  adds  here,  concerning  the  legal  revenues  of 
the  priesthood,  amounting  to  '  an  annual  rent,  ot  a  third  part  of 
the  whole  produce  of  the  land ;  and  that  the  tribe  of  Levi  alone 
must  have  been  almost  double  in  wealth  and  power  to  all  the  rest 
of  the  tribes  together,  and  able  to  maintain  a  war  against  them  ;* 
this  depends  upon  the  truth  of  his  own  calculations,  the  unfairness 
and  absurdity  of  which  hath  been  sufficiently  shown. 

The  author's  next  observation,  to  prove  the  marks  of  imposture 
in  the  law  of  Moses  is,  because,  by  the  constitution  of  that  law,  the 
tribe  of  Levi  were  to  be  dispersed  through  the  whole  country.  Bat 
this  is  a  proof  of  nothing  but  the  strong  prejudices  he  hath  against 
the  priests  and  Levites.  For  if  the  law  was  excellent,  and  fitted  to 
make  the  people  happy,  and  to  direct  them  in  the  true  worship  of 
God,  and  the  practice  of  universal  righteousness,  as  it  certainly 
was  ;  and,  if  the  proper  business  of  the  priests  and  Levites 
was  to  instruct  the  people  in  the  knowledge  of  the  law,  as  is 
evident  from  many  passages,*  then  it  was  a  very  wise  and  good 
constitution,  that  the  priests  and  Levites  should  be  dispersed 
through  the  several  tribes,  for  the  instruction  of  the  people.  As  to 
what  he  adds,  p.  267,  concerning  the  law  for  punishing  idolatry 
with  death,  and  concerning  the  worship  of  the  local  tutelar  God  of 
Israel,  this  hath  been  fully  considered. 

But  he  farther  argues,  p.  267,  that  the  '  indulgence  given  under 
this  economy  to  personal  intemperance,  especially  the  most  pre- 
dominant and  prevailing  lusts  of  the  flesh,  drunkenness  and  carnal 
concupiscence,  or  the  excessive  use  of  wine  and  women,  is  another 
strong  and  glaring  mark  of  worldly  carnal  policy.'  And  he  observes, 
p.  271,  that  as  '  the  priesthood  must  have  been  very  burdensome 
and  expensive  to  the  nation,  it  was  but  reasonable  and  fit  that  they 
should  be  indulged  in  some  carnal  liberties  and  peculiar  personiu 
enjoyments,  the  better  to  reconcile  them  to  and  make  them  the 
more  easy  under  such  a  divine  economy.'  Any  one  that  was  to 
judge  of  the  Mosaic  constitution  bv  this  writer's  representation  of 
it,  would  be  apt  to  think,  that  in  tnat  law  there  was  an  allowance 
for  intemperance  and  debauchery,  in  order  to  make  the  people  easy 
under  their  other  burdens.  But  I  doubt  not  the  reader  is  before 
now  fully  convinced  how  little  stress  is  to  be  laid  upon  any  thing  he 
affirms,  though  with  never  so  great  confidence.  As  to  drunkenness, 
he  himself  seems  in  this  very  book  to  acknowledge  that  Moses 
condemns  it,  and  denounces  the  judgments  of  Ood  against  it ; 
though  he  pretends  he  does  this,  not  as  a  lawgiver  but  as  a  prophet 
and  preacher  of  righteousness.  And  whereas  he  says,  '  a  man 
might  be  as  drunk  as  he  would,  and  as  often,  without  incurring  a 
legal  punishment ;'  it  is  certain,  that  in  the  case  of  the  rebeliioos 
son,  brought  by  his  parents  before  the  magistrates,  his  being  a 
glutton  and  a  drunkard  is  particularly  mentioned,  as  a  reason  of 
the  severe  punishment  that  was  to  be  inflicted  on  him,  DeuL  xxi. 

♦See  Lev.  X.  11,  Deut.  xxxiii.  10,  2  Chron.  xtu.  8,9,  xxx.  W,  NeB.  Tiii.  T,  9, 
Bial.  ii.  4,  7. 
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20,  21.  With  regard  to  the  encouragement  he  pretends  was  given 
in  that  economy  to  carnal  concupiscence,  he  represents  it  as  if  a 
man  were  allowed  by  law  to  *  keep  as  many  wives  and  concubines 
as  he  thought  fit,  and  turn  them  off  again  at  pleasure ;  to  take  fresh 
ones,  and  glut  his  lust  with  the  greatest  variety.'  But  this  also  is 
very  unfairly  represented.  In  the  Mahometan  law,  indeed,  it  is 
expressly  allowed  to  every  man  to  have  four  wives,  besides  which 
they  are  allowed  to  lie  with  their  maid-servants  as  often  as  they 
are  pleased,  see  Alcor.  chaps,  iv.  Ixvi.  And  accordingly,  ever 
since  the  time  of  Mahomet,  it  hath  been  an  established  law,  among 
them  to  keep  as  many  women-slaves  for  their  lust  as  they  think 
fit  to  buy,  and  the  children  of  the  one  are  as  legitimate  as  the 
children  of  the  other.  And  this  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  since 
Mahomet  himself  was  noted  for  lust  and  impurity,  and  forged 
revelations  from  God,  expressly  approvmg  nis  adulteries,  and 
allowing  him  to  indulge  his  lusts  without  control,  and  to  marry  as 
many  wives  as  he  should  think  fit,  and  those  even  of  his  near 
relations,  the  daughters  of  his  brother  or  the  daughters  of  his 
sister,  see  Alcor.  chap,  xxxiii.  But  Moses  was  of  a  quite  different 
character.  He  could  never  be  charged  with  the  least  stain  of 
impurity.  Nor  is  there  any  encouragement  given  to  it  in  his  law, 
but  much  to  the  contrary.  Great  care  is  there  taken  to  curb  and 
restrain  men's  exorbitant  lusts.  Adultery  is  forbidden  in  the 
strongest  manner,  and  under  the  severest  penalties,  Lev.  xx.  10, 
Deut.  xxii.  22 — 24.  So  are  all  rapes,  Deut.  xx.  25,  27.  And  where 
a  person  enticed  a  virgin  that  was  not  married,  though  he  did  not 
force  her  but  prevailed  with  her  to  consent,  he  was  obliged  to  marry 
her,  if  her  father  pleased ;  and  if  not,  was  to  give  her  a  dowry, 
Exod.  xxii.  16,  17.  All  fornication  is  expressly  forbidden  in  that 
law ;  whereas  it  was  generally  indulged  and  allowed  in  the  laws  of 
other  countries.  There  was  to  be  no '  whore  of  the  daughters  of 
Israel.'  And  the  reason  is  given,  *  lest  the  land  should  fall  to 
whoredom,  and  become  full  of  wickedness.'  And,  to  show  how  odious 
this  was  in  the  sight  of  God,  'the  hire  of  a  harlot  was  expressly 
forbidden  to  be  brought  into  the  house  of  the  Lord  for  any  vow.' 
And  it  is  declared,  that '  this  is  an  abomination  unto  the  Lord,'  see 
Lev.  xix.  29,  Deut.  xxiii.  17,  18.  So  that  the  priests  were  not 
allowed  to  receive  the  money  or  offerings  that  were  the  price  of 
whoredom.  Nor  was  there  any  expedient  in  that  constitution  for  a 
lewd  woman's  pretending  to  compensate  for  her  wickedness  by 
making  a  present  of  a  part  of  her  gains  to  the  church.  And  how 
different  was  this  from  tne  heathen  customs,  among  whom,  in  many 
places,  whoredom  and  impurity  made  a  part  of  the  worship  of  their 
deities  !  There  were  women  that  prostituted  themselves  kept  in  the 
public  temples,  and  the  rewards  of  their  impurity  were  offered  to 
their  gods.^  Under  the  Mosaic  constitution,  no  man  was  allowed  to 

*  Seztus  Empyricus  informs  us,  that  among  manj  of  the  Eg^tions  it  was  tixXiie 
glorious  for  women  to  prostitute  themselves,  Pyr.  H^p.  lib.  iii.  cap.  24.  Strabo  ac- 
quaints us,  that  at  Corinth  there  was  a  temple  that  maintained  more  than  a  thousand 
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abuse  his  slaves  to  his  last,  as  in  the  Mahometan  law.  Even  with 
regard  to  captives  taken  in  war,  they  were  not  permitted  to  violate 
them.  But  if  an  Israelite  fell  in  love  with  a  beautiful  captive,  he 
was  obliged  to  take  her  home  and  marry  her,  after  having  allowed 
her  a  proper  space  to  bewail  her  father  and  mother,  Deut. 
xxi.    10—16. 

With  regard  to  polygamy,  some  verjr  learned  persons  have  been 
of  opinion  that  that  passage.  Lev.  xviii.  18,  is  designed  to  prohibit 
it.  And  thus  the  Caraites  understand  it,  a  sect  of  Jews  that  are  for 
keeping  close  to  the  letter  of  the  law.  But  not  to  insist  upon  this,  if 
it  be  not  prohibited  in  the  law  of  Moses,  yet  it  is  certain  that  there 
is  nowhere  any  express  allowance  for  any  man  to  have  more  wives 
than  one  as  there  is  in  the  law  of  Mahomet.  Nor  is  this  practice 
ever  mentioned  with  the  least  approbation  in  that  law ;  yea,  there 
are  several  things  that  seem  fairly  to  imply  a  disapprobation  of  it.* 
Moses,  in  the  account  he  gives  of  the  creation  of  Adam  and  Eve, 
and  the  original  institution  of  marriage  in  paradise,  leads  them  to 
conclude  that  one  man  was  originally  designed  for  one  woman ; 
that  this  was  the  primitive  constitution  in  a  state  of  innocence,  and 
what  God  designed  at  man's  first  creation.  And  there  are  several 
excellent  regulations  in  that  law,  to  remedy  the  inconveniences  of 
the  contrary  practice,  which  had  then  obtained,  and  as  circum- 
stances then  stood,  could  scarce  be  entirely  prevented.  It  is 
provided  in  that  law,  that  if  a  man  had  more  wives  than  one,  he 
should  be  obliged  to  treat  them  equally  with  kindness  and 
humanity,  and  not,  out  of  a  greater  affection  to  one,  to  use  the 
other  ill,  or  to  show  a  partial  regard  to  the  children  of  the  one 
rather  than  to  those  of  the  other,  see  Exod.  xxi.  9,  10,  Deut.  zxi. 
16 — 17.  The  obliging  him  to  provide  for  them  all,  with  respect  to 
their  food,  raiment,  and  duty  of  marriage,  and  not  to  diminish  this 
with  regard  to  the  former  wife  upon  his  taking  another,  was 
designed  to  prevent  the  multiplying  of  their  wives.  And  whereas  a 
king  might  be  supposed  to  have  it  more  in  his  power  than  others  to 
maintain  a  great  number  of  wives,  and  might  took  upon  them  as  a 
piece  of  grandeur  and  royalty,  he  is  expressly  commanded  •  not  to 
multiply  wives  to  himself,'  JDeut.  xvii.  17.  The  proposing  these 
regulations  cannot  in  reason  be  construed  into  an  approbation  of 
that  practice,  but  rather  fairly  implies  a  disapprobation  of  it,  and 
shows  the  disadvantages  attending  it. 

With  respect  to  divorces,  the  author  represents,  that  according 
to  that  law,  a  '  man  mi^ht  turn  off  his  wives  at  pleasure  to  take 
fresh  ones,  and  so  glut  himself  with  the  greatest  variety ;  and  might 
discharge  her  from  him  without  giving  a  reason  for  it.'     But  this  is 

whores,  UpodovXovg  IraipaQ,  *  whores  consecrated  to  the  service  of  the  goddess,' 
Geogr.  lib.  viii.  And  he  tells  us,  that  at  Comana,  a  city  of  Cappadocia,  there  were 
whores  consecrated  to  the  moon,  whom  thej  there  worshipped,  lib.  xii.  And  Herodotus 
observes,  concerning  the  Babylonians,  that  there  were  many  women  that  sat  at  the  gates 
of  the  temple,  and  prostituted  themselves  for  hire,  and  that  the  money  that  was  thus 
obtained  was  wont  to  be  dedicated  to  sacred  uses,  Heiod.  lib.  i.  cap.  199. 
*  Concerning  tliis,  see  Reflect,  on  Polyg.  Dissert,  iii.  4» 
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far  from  being  a  fair  representation  of  the  Mosaic  law  relating  to 
that  matter.  The  law  relating  to  divorces  is,  Deut.  xxiv.  1 — 4, 
'  When  a  man  hath  taken  a  wife  and  mariMed  her,  and  it  come  to 
pass  th^t  she  find  no  favour  in  his  eyes,  because  he  hath  found 
some  uncleanness  in  her,  then  let  him  write  her  a  bill  of  divorce-  ■ 
ment,'  &c.  Here  it  is  evident  that  Moses  does  not  allow  a  man  to 
divorce  his  wife  merely  at  pleasure.  There  ought  to  be  a  reason  tot 
it,  and  the  reason  here  assigned  is  some  matter  of  uncleanness. 
This  the  school  of  Saromai,  a  noted  set  of  doctors  among  the  Jews, 
understood  of  some  weighty  important  cause.  And  some  of  the 
later  Rabbles,  particularly  the  famous  Abarbanel,  understood  it  of  a 
light  indecent  behaviour  that  rendered  her  suspected  of  impurity. 
To  which  thev  add,  as  another  reason  for  divorces,  a  difference  and 
contrariety  of  temper,  that  was  not  likely  to  be  cured,  so  that  they 
hated  each  other's  company,  and  lived  in  perpetual  contention. 
What  is  expressed,  ver.  1,  by  ^  her  not  finding  favour  in  his  eyes,'  is 
expressed  in  ver.  3,  by  his  '  hating  her.'  In  this  case  the  man  was 
permitted  to  give  her  a  bill  of  divorcement.  This  law  was  designed 
to  prevent  worse  consequences ;  and  in  many  cases  was  really  an 
advantage  to  the  woman,  who  was  hereby  delivered  firom  a  domestic 
tyrant  and  a  man  that  hated  her,  and  left  at  liberty  to  marry 
another  with  whom  she  might  live  more  hapoily.  And  if  this 
author  were  to  argue  this  point  on  the  foot  ot  the  law  of  nature, 
he  might  probably  find  it  no  easy  matter  to  answer  Milton's  books 
on  that  subject.  Yet  it  is  plain  this  law  was  not  designed  to 
encourage  frequent  divorces.  It  seems  rather  to  have  been  intended 
to  check  and  regulate  them  which  probably  had  been  in  use  before ; 
for  Moses  refers  to  them  before  the  givmg  of  that  law  in  Deut. 
xxiv.  I — 4.  See  Lev.  xxi.  14,  xxii.  13,  Numb.  xxx.  9.  By  this 
law  they  were  not  to  send  them  away  but  for  some  weighty  cause, 
and  that  not  without  a  bill  of  divorcement.  And  the  formality 
necessary  in  this  bill  of  divorcement  gave  time  for  consideration. 
But  especially  what  is  said,  v.  4,  is  plainly  designed  to  show  a  dis- 
approbation of  such  divorces.  For  in  order  to  discourage  them  it 
is  ordei-ed^  that  if  the  woman  should  marry  again,  and  the  latter 
husband  should  divorce  her  or  die,  *  her  former  husband  which  sent 
her  away  may  not  take  her  a^in  to  be  his  wife,  after  that  she  is 
defiled ;  for  that  is  abomination  before  the  Lord,  and  thou  shalt 
not  cause  the  land  to  sin.'  Where  it  is  supposed,  that  thopgh  she 
was  allowed  after  her  divorcement  *  to  go  and  be  another  man's 
wife,'  because  otherwise  the  divorcement  would  have  been  a  much 

fjreater  hardship  and  grievance  to  the  divorced  woman,  yet  she  was 
ooked  upon  as  defiled  to  her  first  husband  by  the  second  marriage. 
And  as  the  man  that  had  first  divorced  her  was  the  cause  of  it,  he 
was  never  to  maiTy  her  again ;  and  let  him  repent  ever  so  much  of 
the  usage  he  had  given  her,  and  though  his  affection  should  return 
to  her,  or  it  might  otherwise  be  of  great  advantage  to  him  to  take 
her  affain,  it  was  never  permitted  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever. 
And  this  had  a  great  tendency  to  prevent  rash  divorces  for  sudden 
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qusMrrels  or  slight  causes,*  and  tended  to  make  them  consider  well 
before  they  did  it  It  is  probable  that  for  a  long  time  there  were 
few  instances  of  divorces  among  the  people  of  Israel.  Mr.  Selden 
observes,  Ux.  Hebr.  lib.  iii.  cap.  19,  that  there  is  no  instance  of 
that  kind  recorded,  nor  any  mention  made  of  divorces  at  all,  from 
the  days  of  Moses  till  the  time  of  Isaiah,  who  alludes  to  it,  chap. 
1.  1,  and  so  does  Jeremiah,  chap.  iii.  1 — 6.  And  by  the  way  I 
would  observe,  that  in  this  passage  of  Jeremiah,  it  is  hinted  in  the 
allusion,  that  the  bill  of  divorcement  was  in  those  times  given  for 
weighty  causes,  and  particularly  on  the  account  of  li^ht  immodest 
behaviour.  Divorces,  indeed,  became  very  common  in  the  latter 
times  of  the  Jewish  state ;  especially  when  the  school  of  Hillel  bad 
interpreted  that  law  in  a  very  loose  sense,  contrary,  as  is  probable, 
to  the  opinion  of  their  ancient  doctors.  And  therefore  our  Saviour, 
to  prevent  the  excesses  and  abuses  that  were  committed  in  this 
matter,  revoked  the  permission  that  had  been  allowed,  and  brought 
the  ties  of  marriage  to  the  original  strictness. 

But  what  our  author  cries  out  most  against  is  the  law  concerning 
the  trial  of  jealousy.  He  says,  that  'a  man  moved  with  a  jealous 
mind,  whether  with  or  without  a  cause,  or  whether  real  or  only 
pretended,  could  put  his  wife  to  the  trial  of  jealousy,  and  procure 
a  priest  to  poison  tier,  if  he  thought  fit,  and  had  received  a  valuable 
consideration  for  it/  p.  268.  And  so  he  goes  on  to  make  a  very 
scandalous  representation  of  the  nature  and  design  of  that  law. 

I  shall  first  make  some  general  observations  concerning  this  law 
for  the  trial  of  jealousy,  and  then  answer  this  writer's  exceptions 
against  it. 

As  to  the  general  ends  of  this  law,  they  were  good  and  excellent 
Jealousy  is  a  furious  and  unreasonable  passion,  and  often  produces 
the  most  dismal  effects.  And  by  the  account  the  wise  man  ^ves 
of  it,  it  is  not  improbable  that  in  those  countries  it  was  particularly 
raging,  Prov.  vi.  34,  36,  Cant  viii.  6.  The  general  design  of  this 
law  was  to  restrain  the  rage  of  jealousy,  and  hinder  it  from  flying 
out  into  those  furious  excesses  and  resentments  that  it  might  othe]> 
wise  produce.  According  to  this  law,  the  husband  was  not  to  take 
the  punishment  into  his  own  hands,  but  to  leave  the  cause  to  God, 
who  would  signaUze  his  justice  upon  the  woman  if  she  was  really 
guilty ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  if  she  escaped  the  expected  ven- 
geance, he  was  to  regard  it  as  a  declaration  from  heaven  of  her 
mnocence ;  than  whicn  nothing  could  have  a  greater  tendency  to 
calm  and  satisfy  his  mind,  and  remove  the  suspicions  he  had  con- 
ceived. So  that  by  this  law  there  was  provision  made  for  appeasing 
a  cruel  jealousy,  for  clearing  suspected  iimocence,  or  for  punishing 

*  Mr.  Selden  observes  the  remarkable  difference  in  this  respect  between  the  law  of 
Moses  and  that  of  Mohammed,  who  allows  the  husband  that  had  divorced  his  wife  to 
take  her  again,  though  he  had  divorced  her  three  times,  and  she  had  each  time  been 
married  to  anothw,  SeM.  Ux.  ffeb.  lib.  i.  cap.  9,  lib.  iii.  cap.  21.  And  jet  this  author 
represents  it,  as  if  the  Mahometan  law  were  preferable  to  that  of  Moses,  with  regard 
to  arbitranr  divorcement  and  the  multiplicitj  of  wives  and  concubines,  and  had  reformed 
very  much  upon  it    See  Letter  to  Eusebius,  p.  43. 
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secret  adulteries.  And  it  had  a  manifest  tendency  to  restrain  the 
women  from  indecent  liberties,  and  oblige  them  to  a  modest -con- 
duct, when  there  was  such  a  law  as  this,  whereby  they  might  be 
call^  to  a  strict  trial  of  their  innocence^  and  in  which  they  were 
taught  to  expect  the  most  dreadful  punishments  from  heaven  in  case 
they  were  guilty.  These  were  the  general  ends  of  this  law,  and 
they  were  certainly  valuable  and  important.  And  if  for  such  ends 
as  these,  it  pleased  God  to  appoint  such  a  law,  and  to  interpose 
extraordinarily  in  execution  of  it,  among  that  people  and  under 
that  dispensation,  when  in  so  many  instances  he  saw  fit  to  interpose 
in  an  extraordinary  manner ;  it  must  be  owned  to  be  a  wonderful 
instance  of  the  divine  condescension ;  but  I  can  see  nothing  in  it 
that  can  be  proved  to  be  unworthy  of  the  wisdom,  the  goodness, 
and  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Being.  And  if,  as  some  learned  persons 
think  highly  probable,  there  had  been  before  this  some  extraordinary 
trials  of  mnocence  that  had  obtained  among  other  nations  in  those 
early  ages,  and  which  were  made  subservient  to  the  promoting  of 
idolatry,  it  might  seem  fit  to  God  to  indulge  something  of  this  kind 
to  his  people,  that  they  might  not  be  under  a  temptation  to  have 
recourse  to  idols  for  these  purposes,  in  conformity  to  the  customs  of 
other  nations.* 

As  to  the  particular  rites  made  use  of  on  this  occasion,  they  were 
all  so  contrived  as  to  render  the  whole  action  more  sacred  and 
solemn,  and  to  impress  the  minds  of  the  people  with  a  stronger 
sense  of  the  divine  interposition.  Hence  it  was  appointed,  that  wis 
tiial  should  only  be  at  the  sanctuary;  the  priests  who  had  the 
management  of  sacred  ceremonies  in  a  peculiar  manner  committed 
to  them,  had  the  cognizance  of  it  There  was  a  particular  sacrifice 
appointed  to  be  ofFered.t  The  water  that  was  to  be  drank  by  the 
woman  that  was  suspected,  was  to  be  holy,  that  is,  as  the  Jews 
understand  it,  taken  out  of  the  laver  that  stood  in  the  sanctuary, 
and  which  was  employed  in  sacred  uses ;  there  was  to  be  some  dust 
scattered  upon  it  taken  off  the  floor  of  the  sanctuary,  and  the  drink- 
ing of  this  water  was  to  be  accompanied  with  a  solemn  adjuration. 
All  these  ceremonies,  though  this  writer  is  pleased  to  ridicule  them, 
tended  to  give  a  greater  solemnity  to  the  whole  action,  which  was 
in  the  nature  of  an  extraordinary  appeal  to  heaven.  And  when 
once  these  ceremonies  were  divinely  appointed,  the  effect  could  not 
be  expected,  if  these  ceremonies  had  not  been  observed. 

Let  us  now  consider  what  this  writer  offers  against  this  law. 

One  objection  is,  that  Mf  a  man  only  pretended  jealousy,  he 
might  put  his  wife  to  this  trial ;  and  was  not  obliged  in  this  case 
to  name  the  person  suspected,  nor  to  declare  the  grounds  of  his 

*  S«e  conoerning  this.  Dr.  Spencer  de  Leg.  Hebr.  Ritual,  lib.  iii.  diss.  I.  cap.  ii. 
•ecL3. 

f  Lest  this  writer  should  sa^  this  saorifioe  was  contdyed  for  the  benefit  of  the  priest, 
I  would  observe,  that  the  offering  was  only  to  be  the  tenth  part  of  an  ephah  of  barley, 
which  is  about  tiie  quantity  of  our  pottle ;  without  oil  or  frankincense ;  part  of  which 
was  to  be  consomed  upon  the  altari  so  that  the  priest  could  get  no  great  matter  by  it. 
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Bttspicion/  But  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  Jewish  wri* 
ters,  before  a  man  could  bring  his  wife  to  this  trial  of  jealousy,  he 
was  obliged  to  produce  witnesses,  both  that  he  had  given  her  warn- 
ing not  to  be  m  secret  with  such  a  man,  and  that  after  this  his 
warning  or  prohibition,  she  had  been  in  secret  with  that  man  for 
some  time.  Each  of  these  things  he  was  to  prove  by  two  witnessed 
or  he  could  not  be  admitted  to  put  his  wife  to  this  trial.     See  this 

{)roved  by  Mr.  Selden,  from  the  best  Jewish  authorities,  Ux.  Hebr. 
ib.  iii.  cap.  13. 

But  the  chief  objection  is,  the  hand  that  the  priest  was  to  have 
in  the  whole  management  of  this  affair.  The  man  was  to  brin^  bis 
wife  to  the  priest,  who  was  to  prepare  the  draught,  and  to  sprinkle 
some  of  the  dust  of  the  sanctuary  mto  it.  And  he  thinks  the  bus* 
band  mi^ht  procure  the  priest  to  poison  her,  if  he  thought  fit,  and 
had  received  a  valuable  consideration  for  it  Besides,  he  observes, 
that '  the  law  has  made  no  provision  what  must  be  done,  supposing 
the  priest  himself  had  been  the  suspected  jperson ;  and  then  he 
would  doubtless  have  cleared  the  woman,  ana  proved  her  innocency 
upon  such  a  trial.  So  that  a  married  woman  could  not  be  safe  in 
playing  the  whore  with  any  but  a  priest,  and  then  she  might  be  sure 
of  being  brought  off  upon  any  trial  of  jealousy  in  her  husband.' 
And  he  thinks  '  it  is  very  plain,  that  such  a  law  must  have  put  every 
man's  wife  into  the  power,  and  left  them  at  the  devotion,  of  the 
priest.'  pp.  268,  269. 

All  that  this  shows,  is  the  author's  forwardness  to  throw  dirt  upon 
the  priests,  and  to  suppose  them  guilty  of  the  greatest  villany  and 
wickedness ;  though  m  this  instance  he  has  nothing  but  his  own 
unreasonable  prejudices  and  malice  against  them,  to  support  the 
charge. 

One  would  be  apt  to  think,  according  to  his  representation  of  tlie 
ipatter,  that  there  was  a  particular  priest  fixed  by  that  constitution,* 
in  every  village  or  parish ;  and  that  if  a  man  was  jealous  of  his' 
wife,  he  was  obliged  by  law  to  apply  to  that  particular  priest  to 
try  his  wife,  even  though  the  priest  himself  happened  to  be  the  sus- 
pected person ;  in  which  case  it  might  be  expected,  he  would  endea- 
vour to  manage  it  so  as  to  bring  her  off  upon  the  trial.  Or  if  the 
man  had  only  a  mind  to  get  rid  of  his  wife,  whether  he  suspected 
her  or  not,  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  hire  the  parish-priest  to  put 
poison  into  the  water,  upon  pretence  of  sprinkling  dust  upon  ;  and 
as  this  matter  was  very  privately  transacted,  it  might  easily  be  done 
without  danger  of  discovery. 

But  these  are  ridiculous  suppositions,  that  proceed  upon  an  entire 
ignorance,  or  wilful  misrepresentation  of  that  constitution.  ^  That 
trial  of  jealousy  was  not  to  be  in  a  private  way  in  the  man's  own 
country  or  town,  but  only  at  the  sanctuary,  where  there  were  always 
considerable  numbers  of  the  most  eminent  persons ;  and  where  the 
chief  council  of  the  nation  generally  met  and  determined  causes. 
Nor  was  it  in  the  power  of  any  particular  priest,  supposing  he  had 
a  special  interest  in  it,  to  procure  that  trial  to  be  brought  before  him 
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when  be  thought  fit.     For  the  several  families,  or  courses  of  priests, 
officiated  in  their  turns ;  and  the  particular  priests  belonging  to  each 
course,  had  their  several  services  or  offices  assigned  them  by  lot.* 
And  supposing  any  particular  priest  to  be  the  person  suspected,  as 
this  writer  puts  the  case,  it  is  contraiy  to  common  sense  to  imagine 
that  the  man  that  was  jealous,  would  bring  his  wife  to  be  tried 
before  that  priest  whom  he  suspected,  when  there  were  so  many 
other  priests  ministering  in  their  several  courses,  to  whom  he  might 
bring  tier.    The  trial  was  not  a  secret  thing,  but  done  in  a  very 
pubhc  manner.     For  there  were  always  considerable  numbers  of 
priests  and  Levites  waiting  and  ministering  at  the  sanctuary  at  the 
same  time.    And  the  Jews  affirm,  that  the  woman  was  not  to  drink 
the  water,  but  in  the  presence  of  the  great  council ;  *  who  first  did 
all  they  could  to  persuade  her  to  acknowledge  the  fault,  if  she  was 
guilty ;  which,  if  she  did,  she  was  put  away  from  her  husband  with- 
out a  dowry.    And  the  priest  that  shoula  attempt  to  poison  the 
woman  in  such  circumstances,  and  before  such  numbers  of  persons, 
must,  instead  of  being  thought  politic  and  cunning,  be  supposed  out 
of  his  senses ;  as  well  as  the  man  that  would  attempt  to  put  him 
upon  it,  since  it  was  scarce  possible  to  escape  a  discovery.     Besides 
that,  it  would  have  been  to  no  purpose  tor  a  man  to  attempt  to 
bribe  any  particular  priest,  except  he  could  have  bribed  the  whole 
course  at  once,  whicn  was  very  numerous,  to  join  in  the  design  of 
poisoning  the  woman ;  since  he  could  not  know  that  that  particular 
priest  would  be  the  person  to  whose  lot  it  would  fall  to  do  that 
piece  of  service.     Yet  upon  the  strength  of  these  absurd  and  wild 
suppositions,  this  writer  triumphs,  as  if  he  had  absolutely  demon- 
strated the  Mosaic  economy  to  be  an  imposture.     And  so  he  takes 
his  leave  of  this  subject  and  of  me,  after  insinuating,  that  1  do  not 
believe  that  men  are  to  be  judged  bv  God  at  the  last  day,  according 
to  their  works ;  and  that  I  make  the  repentance  to  which  pardon 
is  promised  in  the  gospel  to  consist  only  in  some  death-bea  vows, 

Erofessions,  and  promises;  though  he  knows  if  he  has  read  the 
ook  he  pretends  to  answer,  that  I  most  expressly  declare  the  con- 
trary, see  Div.  Author,  pp.  279, 280.  These  insinuations  only  show 
how  gladly  he  would  catch  at  any  thing,  which  he  thinks  might 
tend  to  expose  his  adversaries,  though,  as  it  usually  happens  in  such 
cases,  he  has  only  thereby  exposed  himself.  I  have  now  done  with 
our  author  and  his  book,  in  which  he  sets  up  for  a  vindicator  of 
moral  truth  and  reason ;  but  never  were  the  sacred  names  of  truth 
and  reason  more  prostituted  and  abused,  than  they  are  by  this  writer. 
There  is  some  pleasure  in  managing  a  controversy  upon  a  subject 
of  importance,  with  a  person  of  learning  and  candour,  where  the 
debate  is  carried  on  with  a  regard  to  decency,  and  by  fair  reason 
and  argument.     But  to  have  to  do  with  one  that  can  allow  himself 

*  Concerniog  this,  see  Ligbtfoot,  Hon  Hebr.  in  Luke  i.  8,  9. 
t  See  ^Iden,  Ux.  Hebr.  lib.  iii.  cap.  15. 
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in  gross  misrepresentation  and  abuse,  in  low  buffoonery,  and  conG- 
dent  assertions  of  plain  falsehoods,  is  one  of  the  last  employments 
a  man  would  choose.  And  therefore  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused,  if 
I  shall  not  think  fit  to  meddle  with  this  writer  anymore,  except  he 
should  happen  to  offer  something  that  looks  like  fair  candid  reason- 
ing, which,  if  one  may  judge  from  what  he  hath  hitherto  done,  there 
is  Tittle  reason  ip  expect. 
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